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WASHINGTON: 

GOVERNMENT    PRINTING    OFFICE. 
1896. 


PREFACE 


The  work  of  preparing  the  records  of  the  war  for  public  use  was 
begun  under  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  May  19, 1864,  by  Adjt.  Gen. 
E.  D.  Townsend,  U.  S.  Army,  who  caused  copies  to  be  made  of  reports 
of  battles  on  file  in  his  oflQce  and  steps  to  be  taken  to  collect  missing 
records. 

Under  the  provisions  of  joint  resolution  No.  91,  of  1866,  Hon.  Peter 
H.  Watson  was  appointed  to  supervise  the  preparation  and  formulate 
a  plan  for  the  publication  of  the  records,  but  he  did  no  work  and  drew 
no  pay  under  this  appointment,  which  expired  July  27,  1868,  by  limi- 
tation of  the  resolution.  This  resolution  also  repealed  the  former  one 
and  work  ceased. 

The  first  decisive  step  taken  in  this  work  was  the  act  of  June  23, 
1874,  providing  the  necessary  means  "  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  begin  the  publication  of  the  Official  Eecords  of  the  War  of  the 
liebellion,  both  of  the  Union  and  Confederate  Armies,"  and  directing 
liim  "to  have  copied  for  the  Public  Printer  all  reports,  letters,  tele 
grams,  and  general  orders,  not  heretofore  copied  or  printed,  and  prop- 
erly arranged  in  chronological  order."  Appropriations  have  been  made 
from  time  to  time  for  continuing  such  preparation.  Under  this  act  the 
preliminary  work  was  resumed  by  General  Townsend,  who  first  out- 
lined the  plan  on  which  the  records  are  printed,  tliough  it  appears 
that  originally  he  contemplated  publishing  to  the  world  only  the  more 
important  military  reports. 

Subsequently,  under  meager  appropriations,  it  was  prosecuted  in  a 
somewhat  desultory  manner  by  various  subordinates  of  the  War  De- 
partment until  December  14,  1877,  when  the  Secretary  of  War,  per- 
ceiving that  the  undertaking  needed  the  undivided  attention  of  a  single 
head,  detailed  Lieut.  Col.  Eobert  N.  Scott,  U.  S.  Army,  to  take  charge 
of  the  bureau  and  devote  himself  exclusively  to  the  work. 

The  act  of  June  23,  1874,  greatly  enlarged  upon  the  first  crude 
scheme  of  publication.  On  this  more  comprehensive  basis  it  was  de- 
termined that  the  volumes  should  include  not  only  the  battle  reports, 
but  also  "all  official  documents  that  can  be  obtained  by  the  compiler, 
and  that  appear  to  be  of  any  historical  value."    Colonel  Scott  system- 
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atized  the  work  and  the  plau  and  presented  the  records  in  the  following 
order  of  arrangement,  which  has  been  adhered  to  by  his  successors: 

The  first  series  will  embrace  the  formal  reports,  both  Uoiou  and  Confederate,  of 
the  first  seizures  of  United  States  property  in  the  Southern  States,  and  of  all  mil- 
itary operations  in  the  field,  with  the  correspondence,  orders,  and  returns  relating 
specially  thereto,  and,  as  proposed,  is  to  be  accompanied  by  an  Atlas. 

In  this  series  the  reports  will  be  arranged  according  to  the  campaigns  and  sev- 
eral theaters  of  operations  (in  the  chronological  order  of  the  events),  and  the  Union 
reports  of  any  event  will,  as  a  rule,  be  immediately  followed  by  the  Confederate 
accounts.  The  correspondence,  etc.,  not  embraced  in  the  "reports"  proper  will 
follow  (first  Union  and  next  Confederate)  in  chronological  order. 

The  second  series  will  contain  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and  returns, 
Union  and  Confederate,  relating  to  prisoners  of  war,  and  (so  far  as  the  military 
authorities  were  concerned)  to  State  or  political  prisoners. 

The  third  series  will  contain  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and  returns  of 
the  Union  authorities  (embracing  their  correspondence  with  the  Confederate  ofiS- 
cials)  not  relating  specially  to  the  subjects  of  the  first  and  second  series.  It  will 
set  forth  the  annual  and  special  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  General- 
in-Chief,  and  of  the  chiefs  of  the  several  staff  corps  and  dejiartments ;  the  calls 
for  troops,  and  the  correspondence  between  the  National  and  the  several  Stale 
authorities. 

The  fourth  series  will  exhibit  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and  returns 
of  the  Confederate  authorities,  similar  to  that  indicated  for  the  Union  officials, 
as  of  the  third  series,  but  excluding  the  correspondence  between  the  Union  and 
Confederate  authorities  given  in  that  series. 

The  first  volume  of  the  records  was  issued  in  the  early  fall  of  1880. 
The  act  approved  June  16, 1880,  provided  "for  the  printing  and  bind- 
ing, under  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  10,000  copies  of  a  com- 
pilation of  the  OfiBcial  Kecords  (Union  and  Confederate)  of  the  War  of 
the  Kebellion,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  ready  for  publication,  during 
the  fiscal  year;"  and  that  "of  said  number  7,000  copies  shall  be  for 
the  use  of  the  House  of  liepresentatives,  2,000  copies  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate,  and  1,000  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Executive  Departments." 
Under  this  act  Colonel  Scott  proceeded  to  publish  the  first  five  volumes 
of  the  records.* 


*A11  subsequent  volumes  have  been  distributed  under  the  act  approved  August 
7,  1882,  which  provides  that : 

"The  volumes  of  the  Official  Records  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  shall  be  dis- 
tributed as  follows:  One  thousand  copies  to  the  Executive  Departments,  as  now 
provided  by  law.  One  thousand  copies  for  distribution  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
among  oflBcers  of  the  Army  and  contributors  to  the  work.  Eight  thousand  three 
hundred  copies  shall  be  sent  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  such  libraries,  organiza- 
tions, and  individuals  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Senators,  Representatives,  and 
Delegates  of  the  Forty-seventh  Congress.  Each  Senator  shall  designate  not  exceed- 
ing twenty-six,  and  each  Representative  and  Delegate  not  exceeding  twenty-one,  of 
such  addresses,  and  the  volumes  shall  be  sent  thereto  from  time  to  time  as  they  are 
published,  until  the  pnblication  is  completed.  Senators,  Representatives,  and  Dele- 
•  gates  shall  inform  the  Secretary  of  War  in  each  case  how  many  volumes  of  those ' 
heretofore  published  they  have  forwarded  to  such  addresses.  The  remaining  copies 
of  the  eleven  thousand  to  be  published,  and  all  sets  that  may  not  be  ordered  to  be 
distributed  as  provided  herein,  shall  be  sold  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  cost  of 
publication  with  ten  per  cent,  added  thereto,  and  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  be 
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Col.  Robert  N.  Scott  died  March  5, 1887,  before  the  completion  of  the 
work,  which,  during  a  ten  years'  service,  he  had  come  to  love  so  dearly. 
At  his  death  some  twenty-six  books  only  had  been  issued,  but  he  had 
compiled  a  large  amount  of  matter  for  forthcoming  volumes;  coTise- 
quently  his  name  as  compiler  was  retained  in  all  the  books  up  to  and 
including  Vol.  XXXVI,  although  his  successors  had  added  largely  to 
his  compilations  from  new  material  found  after  his  demise. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  May  7, 1887,  assigned  Lieut.  Col.  H.  M.  Lazelle, 
U.  S.  Army,  to  duty  as  the  successor  of  Colonel  Scott.  He  had  con- 
tinued in  charge  about  two  years,  when,  in  the  act  approved  March  2, 
1889,  it  was  provided — 

That  hereafter  the  preparation  and  publication  of  said  records  shall  ho  conducted, 
under  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  a  board  of  three  persons,  one  of  whom  shall  be  an 
officer  of  the  Army,  and  two  civilian  experts,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  the  compensation  of  said  civilian  experts  to  be  fixed  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  Secretary  of  War  appointed  Maj.  George  B.  Davis,  judge'-advo- 
cate,  U.  S.  Army,  as  the  military  member,  and  Leslie  J.  Perry,  of  Kan- 
sas, and  Joseph  W.  Kirkley,  of  Maryland,  as  the  civilian  expert  mem- 
bers of  said  board.  The  board  assumed  direction  of  the  publication  at 
the  commencement  of  the  fiscal  year  1889,  its  first  work  beginning  with 
Serial  Xo.  36  of  Vol.  XXTV. 

July  1, 1895,  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  Maj.  George  W. 
Davis,  Eleventh  Infantry,  U.  S.  Army,  relieved  Maj.  George  B.  Davis, 
U.  S.  Army,  as  the  military  member  and  president  of  the  Board  of 
Publication. 

Each  volume  includes  a  copious  and  accurate  index,  and  for  the  fur- 
ther convenience  of  investigators  there  will  be,  in  addition,  a  general 
index  to  the  entire  set  when  complete,  in  a  volume  by  itself. 

Nothing  is  printed  in  these  volumes  except  duly  authenticated  con- 
temporaneous records  of  the  war.  The  scope  of  the  board's  work  is  to 
decide  upon  and  arrange  the  matter  to  be  published;  to  correct  and 
verify  the  orthography  of  the  papers  used,  and  occasionally  to  add  a 
foot-note  of  explanation. 

GEO.  W.  DAVIS,  Major  11th  Infty.,  U.  S.  A., 
LESLIE  J.  PEREY,  Civilian  Expert, 
JOSEPH  W.  KIRKLEY,  Civilian  Expert, 

Board  of  Publication. 
Approved : 

DANIEL  S.  LAMONT, 

Secretary  of  War. 
War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  March  2f),  189(1. 

covered  into  the  Treasury.  If  two  or  more  sets  of  said  volumes  are  ordered  to  the 
same  address,  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  inform  the  Senators,  Representatives,  or 
Delegates  who  have  designated  the  same,  who  thereupon  may  designate  other 
libraries,  organizations,  or  individuals.  The  Secretary  of  War  shall  report  to  the 
first  session  of  the  Forty-eighth  Congress  what  volumes  of  the  series  heretofore 
published  have  not  been  furnished  to  such  libraries,  organizations,  and  individuals. 
He  shall  also  inform  distributees  at  whose  instance  the  volumes  are  sent." 
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I'UBLISHKI)   i;ni)i;i:  Tin-;  diiikction  ok 
The  Hon.  EI^IHTT  ROOT,  Secretary  of  War, 

BY 

BRIG.  GEN.  FRED  C.  AINSWORTH, 

ChIKF   of  THK   RlOCOltl)   AMli   PEN.SION-   Offick,  Wak   Dkhaktmknt, 

ANI> 

MR.  JOSEPH  W.  KIRKLEY. 


Mr.  .(OHN  S.  moollKY,   Indeicer. 


WASHINGTON: 

aOVKRNMENT    PlilNTING     OFPIOE. 
190M. 


ADDITIONS    AND    CORRECTIONS. 


l^KXT. 


PART  I. 

Pages  6,  159.  March  31-April  i,  1865. — Operations  about  Aquia  Fria,  N.  Mex.,  for 
A  qui  a  read  Agua. 

Page    176.     Third  line,  top,  insert  [Vi!iS07i's']  after  Vincent's. 

Page  1009.     Foot-note,  for/>.  g'/j  read/>.  997. 

Page  1218.     Ninth  line,  top,  for  A'uniian's  read  Afoormati's. 

Page  1474.  Insert  Moorman's  (George)  Cavalry.  See  ]\fississippi  Troops,  Confed- 
erate. 

Page  1475.  F.,rase  A'orniari's  (James  A/.)  Caz'a/ir.  See  Mis.'sissippi  Troops,  Confed- 
erate, 4th  Regiment. 

Page  1479.     Seventh  line,  bottom,  for  Bailie  P.  F.  I'inson  read  Bailie  /'.  /,.  Vinson. 

Page  1589  Insert  *  after  Missouri  Troops  (  Ibiion),  and  add  foot-note  *  The  eleven 
regiments  of  Provisional  Enrolled  BlUitia.  organized  vnder  the 
authority  of  the  Goi'etnor  of  Missouri,  dated  February  ^,  1S63,  were 
designated  the  ist,  2d,  jd,  etc.,  to  the  11th.  All  other  organizations 
(except  companies),  herein  indexed  as  Provisional  Enrolled  Militia, 
should  he  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  the  reference  beitig  to  companies 
of  the  several  regiments,  of  Enrolled  IMissouri  Militia,  organized 
under  the  provisions  of  General  Orders,  No.  loj.  Department  of  the 
AHssouri,  dated  June  28,  1S64,  and  printed  in  Series  I,  Volume  $4, 
Part  JV,p.  sSi. 

PART  2. 

Page  1300.      Erase  General  Orders,  No.  4S. 

Note. — Printed  on  page  1312,  under  its  proper  date. 

INDKX. 


Insert  all  words  and  figures  in  ilalics  and  strike  out  all  in  [brackets].  An  asterisk  (*)  following  a 
correction  indicates  that  "Additions  and  Corrections"  to  (he  text  should  lie  consulted.  References 
are  to  parts  of  volume. 


Part. 


Abbott,  John. 

Reports  of  operations  about  At^uo  [Aquia] 

Fria,  etc 

Agua  [Aquia]  Fria,  N.  Mex 

Amsden,  Frederick  J 

Anthony.  Benjamin  [ ] 

Arkansas  Troops  (C). 

Cavalry — Regiments; 

McCiehee's  [McOhee's] 

Arkansas  Troops  ( U. ). 

Artillery,  I,ight — Batteries: 

1st,  t^//  [Regiments:  1st,  S71J 

Ashcraft.  Cranvillf  [ ] 

A7iereU  [Averill].  William  W 

Bai kman  [Brakinau],  James 

[Bartlett,  Angus. 

Correspondence  with  Grenville  M.  Dodge, 

661] 

Bartlett,  .Solon  A.  C. 

Correspondeucf  rfi'lh  G.  M.  Dodge.  661 

Bennett,  John  W.,  to/ [Bennett,  Captain,  601]. 

Blackwater  Creek  [River] ,  Mo 

Boi.aparte,  Charles  !..  ,V.,  ^^n(t.  jjic^ 

Bonaparte,  Charles  L.  A'.,  12$^,  /2sS 


Part. 

Bouton.  lidward  [General]  2 

Bra(llurd,ya»;«  [ )    j 

Brown,  Oscar  M. 
Reports  of  operations  about  Agua  [Aquia] 

Fria,  etc j 

Buhlan  [Buhlow] ,  A 2 

Burgess.  John  73 , 

Can/ley  [Cantler] ,  John 2 

Carrahnssel.  I'.  S.  .S'.,  //6,  /.)■;.■  C.nnboat  No. 

49.  \^A'\  147] I 

Cilrraha.'.set,    l\  S.  .S..  -6S ;   C.unboat  No    4q 

t-^«] :  2 

Chouteau,  tlenrv.  Steamer j 

CiiUie.    Alexnndrr   c-'    Cn.,  /:;„,    [Ale.xnnder, 

Collie  Jt  Co.,  IJ19] , 

Colonel  .SMI  [Still],  Steamer  [C.  S.  S.] , 

Cotton,  C.  .S.  S.  [.Steamer] ,  ,jj.  2.10 2 

Denicke,  Frnst  [Ernest]  A ,  2 

Dodge,  Grenville  M. 
Correspondence  with 

Bartlett,  Sohn  A .  C.  [Angus] i 

Evans,  p..  P.  [Kvins,  Major] 2 

Evans,  John,  65,  ror  [Cummings,  Alexander, 

65.  101]  2 


ADDITIONS    AND    CORRECTIONS. 


Part. 

Fountain,  Albert/.  [T.] 2 

Gaylord,  George  L.  [S.] 

Glide,  U.  S.  vS.,  5^\  loS,  isj,  250;  Gunboat  No. 

43,  [58.  108.  153,  250] 

Guerrin,  C.  G.  [ ] 

Gunboat  No.  41.     Sre  V.  S.  S.  Nyavza  [49] . . . 
Gunlx)atNo.  43.     See  U.  S.  S.  Glide  \^^,  loR, 

153.250] 

Gunboat  No.  49.     See  U.  S.   S.    Carrabasset 

[146.  M7]  

Gunboat   No.    49.     See   f.  S.  S.   Cairahasset 

[768.] 2 

Gwin,  William  M 2 

Hall .  William  A 2 

Harbison  [Harrison],  J.  Pringle 2 

Heiston.  Thorutou  B.  [ ] 2 

HoUopeter. y<»//«  [John]  I, 2 

Holtzclaw,  C".  D.  [ ] 1,2 

Howard,  Richard  A t 

Huittticutt,  M.  P.  [Hunicutt, ] i 

Huntley  [Huntly],  Judson  J • 

/.  C.  /Mndis,  Steamer,  6g 1 


King.  HV/Awr?!  [William]  H 1,2 

Krebs,  Alfred  L 2 

Louisiana,  Governor  of  {€.). 

Correspondence  with 

[lyincoln,  Abraham,  1064] i 

Louisiana,  Governor  of  {('.). 

Correspondence  with  Abraham  Lincoln,  1064      1 

Luxion,J.  M.,  184  ., 1 

McDermett,  Edward  J.,  1218,  1226,  1227  [Mc- 

Dermott,  lieutenant,  121S,  1226,  1227]..       i 
Mary  T.,  Steamer.     See  C.  S.  S.  Cotton   [93. 

240J '' 

Mississippi  Troop'^  {'^■)- 
Cavalry* — Battalions: 

AToorman's,  /2/.S* i 

Cavalry — Regiments: 

[4th,  121H]* I 

Missouri  Troops  (C). 
Infantry — Regiments: 

i6th  [(Mitchell's)]  2 

Mis.souri  Troops  (U.). 
See  Text,   "Additions   and   Corrections," 
P-  1589 » 


Part. 

Murphy,  Peter  [Patrick]  V 

A'.  // '.  Thomas,  Steamer,  jp^ 

Nyanza,  U.  S.  S.,  49;  Gunboat  No.  41,  [49]... 

O'Keeffe.  Joseph  [O.] 

Pelton,  Patton  [ ] 

I'erea,  Pranrisco  [Francis] 

Perkins,  //'.  Af.  [ ] 

Petty,  Joseph  B.  [Captain] 

Powell,  [W.  h.] 

R'amsay,  James  G.  [Ramsey, ]  

Keynolds,  W.  /.  [T.] 

Kobinson,  John    II.,  sis;    Robinson,    John, 

[515] 

Robinson,  Samuel  A 

[Ross,  l^ewis  S.  For  correspondence,  etc., 
see  Indian  Affairs.  Congressional  Com- 
mittee]        2 

Ross,  I^ewis  Vv . 

Por  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Indian  Affairs, 

Congressional  Committee 2 

Savory,  W.  B.  [SavonyJ ,  Steamer 

Stocuyn,  John  D.,    1044;    Slocum,  Henry  W., 

Mentioned,  [1044] 

Smith,  Joseph,  jr 

Stearns,  De  Witte  [Stearnes,  De  Witt] 

Stedman  [Steadraan] ,  W 

Stell  [Still] ,  Colonel.  Steamer  [C.  S.  S.] 

Stingaree  [Stingray] ,  Schooner 

Stonewall,  C.  .V.  .V.  [U.  S.  S.]    

Stvaini  [Swain] ,  George  M 

Thome  [Thorne],  William  H 

Tibbits,  TIenry  J. 

Correspondence  with  James  H.  Pord,  8icj 

Mentioned,  y<jS 

Tibbitts, . 

[Correspondence  with  James  H.  Ford,  819. 

Mentioned,  798] 

Vest.  George  G.  [D.]. 

Correspondence     with     Charles    S.    [G.] 

Mitchell 

Vinson,  Bailie  P.  L.  [F.] 

Wall,  Charles  I...  /80  [108] 

Wishard,  John  M.  [Robert  W.] 


CHAPTEK   liX. 


OPERATIONS   IN    LOUISIANA   AND    THE   TRANS- 
MISSISSIPPI  STATES  AND  TERRITORIES.* 


JANUARY  l-JUNE  30,  1865. 


PART    I. 


S.XJM]VrA.RY    OF    THE    PRIKTCIPA-L    EVENTS.I 
Jan.  1,  1865. — Skirraisli  at  Beutouville,  Ark. 

1-27,1865. — OperatioDs  iu  Arkansas,  including  actions  at  Dardanelie  (14th), 

Ivey's  Ford  (17th),  and  skirmish  at  Boggs'  Mills  (24th). 
2-7,  1865. — Scout  in  Shannon  County,  Mo. 
2-10,  1865.— Scout  from  Fort  Wingate  to  Sierra  del  Datil,  N.  Mex. 
4-16,  1865. — Expedition  from  Bloomfield  to  Poplar  Bluflf,  Mo.,  and  vicinity. 
4-27,  1865. — Expedition  from  Brownsville  to  Augusta,  Ark. 

6,  1865. — Skirmish  at  Hnntsville,  Ark. 

7,  1865. — Skirmish  in  Johnson  County,  Ark. 

Skirmishes  with  Indians  at  Valley  Station  and  Julesburg,  Colo. 
Ter. 
7-9,  1865.— Expedition  from  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  and  skirmisli  (9th). 
7-11,  1865. — Scout  from  Fort  Ellsworth,  Ivans. 

8,  1865. — Skirmish  near  Ivey's  Ford,  Ark. 

Action  at  Dove  Creek,  Couclio  River,  Tex. 
9-11,  1865. — Skirmishes  in  Texas  County,  Mo. 

10,  1865. — Skirmish  near  Glasgow,  Mo. 

11,  1865. — Skirmish  near  Lexington,  Mo. 

11-13,  1865. — Expeditions  from  Helena,  Ark.,  to  Harbert's  Plantation,  Miss. 

11-21,  1865. — Scout  from  Fort  Wingate  to  Sierra  del  Datil  and  vicinitj',  N.Mex. 
13,  1865. — Affair  near  Sugar  Loaf  Prairie,  Ark. 

12-15,  1865. — Expedition  from  Morganza,  La.,  with  skirmishes. 
Scout  from  Camp  Grover  to  Texas  Prairie,  Mo. 

12-17,  1865. — Scout  from  Warrensburg  to  Miami,  Mo. 

14-29,  1865. — Operations  on  the  Overland  Stage  Road  between  Julesburg  and 
Denver,  Colo.  Ter.,  and  skirmishes  with  Indians  iit  Godfrey's 
Ranch  (I4th),  at  Morrison's  or  American  Ranch,  at  Wisconsin 
Ranch,  and  near  Valley  Station  (15th),  at  Gittrell's  Ranch 
(25th),  at  Moore's  Ranch  (26th),  at  Lillian  Springs  Ranch 
(27th),  and  near  Valley  Station  (.''Sth). 

*  Including  Arizona,  Arkansas,  Colorado,  Indian  Territory,  Kansas,  Missouri, 
Nebraska,  New  Mexico,  and  Texas,  and  the  Department  of  the  Northwest,  embi'ac- 
ing  Dakota,  Iowa,  Minnesota,  and  Wisconsin. 

lOf  some  of  the  minor  couHicts  noted  in  this  Summary  no  circumstantial  reports 
are  on  tile. 
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Jan.         15,  1865. — Skirmish  in  Madison  County,  Ark. 

15-17,  1865. — Expedition  from  New  Orleans  to  Mandeville,  La. 

15-18,  1865.— Expeditions  from  Pine  Bluff,  Ark. 

15-21,  1865. — Scout  from  Fort  Larned  to   Pawnee  Fork,  Walnut  Creek,  and 

Smoky  Hill  River,  Kaus. 
16-rl8,  1865. — Expedition  from  Brashear  City  to  Whisky  Bayou,  La. 
16-22,  1865. — Operations   about  Waynesville,    Mo.,    including   skirmi.sh   near 
McCourtney's  Mills,  on  Big  Piney. 
18,  1865.— Skirmish  at  Clarksville,  Ark. 
18-19,  1865. — Expedition  from  Napoleonville  to  Grand  Eivcr,  La. 
18-22,  1865.— Scout  from  Warrcnsburg  to  the  Snibar  Hills,  Mo. 
19-20,  1865.— Scout  from  Donaldsonvillo,  La. 

19-22,  1865. — Expedition  from  Memphis,  Tenu.,  to  Marion,  Ark.,  with  skirmishes 
(20th  and  21st)  at  and  near  Marion. 
20,  1865. — The  Territory  of  Arizona  rcauuexed  to  the  Department  of  the 
Pacific. 
Skirmish  at  Point  of  Rocks  or  Nino-Mile  Ridge,  Kans. 
Skirmish  near  Fort  Lamed,  Kans. 
21-22,  1865. — Expedition  from  Brashear  City  to  Bayon  Sorrel,  La. 

22,  1865. — Skirmish  on  the  Benton  Road,  near  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

22-Feh.  4,  1865. — Expedition  from  Little  Rock  to  Mount  Elba.,  Ark.,  with 
skirniish  at  Saline  River. 

23,  1865. — Skirmish  at  Thompson's  Plantation,  La. 

24,  1865. — Skirmish  near  Bayou  Goula,  La. 

Skirmish  at  Fayetteville,  Ark. 
24-Feb.  22,  1865. — Expedition  from  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  to  Eleven   Points 
Kiver,  Ark. 
26-31,  1865. — Stoat  from  Pine  Bluff  tow.ard  Camden  and  Moutlcello,  Ark.,  with 
skirmislics. 
26-Feb.  4,  1865. — Exiiedition  from  Plarjuemino  to  The  i'ark,  La.,  with  skir- 
mish (February  4)  at  The  Park. 
26-Feb.   n,   1865.— Expedition    from   Memphis,  Tenn.,    into    Southeasteru 

Ark.ansas  .and  Northeastern  Louisiana. 
27, 1865. — Expedition  from  Fort  Pinney  to  Kimball's  Plantation,  Ark. 
28-Feb.  9,  1865.— Operations  on  the  Upper  Arkansas,  with  skirmish  (Feb- 
ruary 1)  at  Fort  Zarah,  Kaus. 
29-Feb.  7,  1865.— Scouts  from  Bayou  Goula  to  Grand  River,  La.,  with  skir- 
mish (.January  30)  at  Kichl.aud  Plantation. 

30,  1865.— The  Dep.artmcnt  of  Kansas  merged  into  the  Department  of  the 

Missouri. 

The    Military   Division  of  the   Missouri  created,  including   the 
Departments  of  the  Missouri  and  the  Northwest. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope,  U.  S.  Array,  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis,  U.  S.  Army,  tr.ansferrcd  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Dep.irtmeut  oC  the  Northwest. 

Skirmish  in  La  Fayette  County,  Mo. 
30-31,  1865.— Expedition  from  Thibodcaux  to  L,ake  Verret  and  Bayou  Planton 
La.,  with  skirmish  (30th)  near  Lake  Verret.  ' 

31,  1865. — Expedition  from  Morganza  to  New  Roads,  La. 

Skirmish  near  Oxford,  Kans. 
31-Fe.b.  1,  1865.— Expedition  from  Fort  Pike  to  Bayou  Bonfouca,  La.,  with 
skirmish  (January  31). 
Feb.  1,  1865.-Maj.  Gen.  J.  Bankhead  Magrudcr,  C.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of 

the  District  of  Arkansas. 
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Feb.       1-5,  1865.— Scout  from  Warrensburg  to  Wagon  Knob,  Big  Grove,  Greenton, 
and  Texas  Prairie,  Mo. 
Scout  from  Warreusburg  to  Tabo  Creek,  Dover,  Oakliu  Church, 
and  Davis'  Crock,  Mo. 
2-18,  1865. — Operations  against  Indians  on  the  North  Platte  River  in  Colorado 
and  Nebraska  Territories. 
3-8,  1865.— Scouts  in  La  Fayette  County,  Mo. 

Scout  from  Fort  Lamed  to  South  I'^oik  of  Pawnee  Creek   and 
Buckner's  Branch,  Kans. 
4,  1865. — Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope,  U.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of  the  Mili- 
tary Division  of  the  Missouri. 
6-8,  1865. — Operations  in  Ozarlc  County,  Mo. 
7-10,  1865. — Scouts  from  Morgauza  to  Fausse  River  and  Grossetete  Bayou,  La. 

8,  1865. —Maj.  Gen.  Grenville  M.  Dodge,  U.  S.  Army,  assumes  connnand  of 

territory  formerly  comprised  in  the  Dei)artment  of  Kansas. 
8-9,  1865. — Expedition  on  the  Arkansas  River,  near  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
8-13,  1865. — Scout  from  Helena  to  Madison,  Ark.,  with  skirmish  (12th)  nejir 
Madison. 

9,  1865. — General  Robert  E.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of  the  Con- 

federate Armies. 

The  Northern  Division  of  Louisiana  formed,  to  consist  of  the  Dis- 
tricts of  Baton  Rouge  and  Port  Hudson,  and  the  Post  of  Mor- 
ganza,  and  Maj.  Gen.  Francis  J.  Herrou,  U.  S.  Army,  assigned  to 
its  connnand. 

The  Defenses  of  New  Orleans  changed  to  the  Southern  Division  of 
Louisiana,  with  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  W.  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  in 
connnand. 
9-19,  1865.— Scout  from  Pine  Bluff  to  Devall's  Bluff,  Ark.,  with  skirmish. 

10,  1865. — The  Department  of  Mississippi  declared  to  embrace  so  'much  of 

the  State  of  Mississippi  as  was  occupied  by  tlie  troops  of  the 
Division  of  West  Mississippi,  on  the  river. 

All  troops  in  the  Departments  of  Kentucky  and  the  Cumberland 
declared  subject  to  the  orders  of  Major-General  Thomas  except 
the  posts  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Mississipin  River,  which  were 
subject  to  Major-General  Canby's  orders  in  movements  for  pro- 
tecting the  navigation  of  that  river. 

The  Department  of  the  Gulf  declared  to  embrace  the  States  of 
LoDisiaua  and  Texas. 

Skirmish  at  Klttredge's  Sugar  House,  near  Napoleonville,  La. 

Scout  from  Friar's  Point,  Miss.,  and  skirmish. 
10-11,  1865. — Expedition  from  Bi-ashear  City  to  Lake  Verret,  La. 
10-13,  1865. — Expedition  from  Thibodeaux  to  Lake  Vorret,  La. 

11,  1865. — Skirmish  at  Clear  Creek,  Aik. 

Skirmish  near  Pine  Bluif,  Ark. 

12,  1865. — Skirmish  near  Columbia,  Mo. 

Skirmish  at  Macon,  Mo. 
Skirmish  near  Lewisburg,  Ark. 
13-20,  1865. — Operations  about  Forts  Riley  and  Lamed,  Kane. 

13,  1865. — Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis,  U.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of  the 

Department  of  the  Northwest. 
Skirmish  iu  Mississippi  County,  Mo. 

14,  1865. — Maj.  Gen.  Francis  J.  Herron,  U.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of 

the  Northern  Division  of  Louisiana. 
14-18,  1865.— Expeditions  from  Donaldson ville  to  Grand  Bayou  and  Bayou  Goula, 
La.,  with  skirmish  (15th)  at  Martin's  Lane. 
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Feb.        15,  1865.— Brig.  Gen.  Moshy  M.  Parsons,  C.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  temporary 
commandof  tlie  District  of  Arkansas. 
16-18,  1865.— Operations  about  Bennett's  Bayou  and  Tolbert's  Mill,  Ark. 
16-2o[  1865.— Scout  in  Ozark  County,  Mo.,  and  Marion  County,  Ark. 
16-21,  1865.— Scout  from  Fort  Larned,  Kans. 

17  1865.— The  Territory  of  Utah  and  that  part  of  Nebraska  Territory  lying 

west  of  the  twenty-seventh  degree  of  longitude  added  to  the 

Department  of  the  Missouri. 
Skirmish  in  Washington  County,  Ark. 
17-18,  1865.-Scout  from  Pine  Bluft',  Ark.,  to  the  Arkansas  Eiver,  with  skirmish 

(17th)  near  Bayou  Meto,  Ark. 
17-22   1865.— Expedition  from  Plaquemine  to  The  Park,  La. 

18  1865 —The  Thirteenth    and    Sixteenth  Army   Corps   constituted ;  the 

former  from  the  Reserve  Corps,  Military  Division  of  West  Mis- 
sissippi, the  latter  from  the  troops  arriving  from  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland. 
Maj.  Gen.  Gordon  Granger,  U.  S.Army,  assigned  to  command  of 

the  Thirteenth  Army  Corps. 
Ma.i.  Gen.  Andrew  J.  Smith,  U.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  command  the 
Sixteenth  Army  Corps. 
19-22, 1865.— Expedition  from  Helena,  Ark.,  to  Friar's  Point,  Miss. 
20, 1865.— Skirmisii  at  Center  Creek,  Mo. 

21, 1865.— Brig.  Gen.  Douglas  H.  Cooper,  C.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  command  of 
the  District  of  the  Indian  Territory. 
21-22, 1865.— Scout  from  Pine  Bluff  to  Douglas'  Plantation,  Ark.,  and  skirmi.sh 
(22d). 
22, 1865.— Maj.  Gen.  Andrew  J.  Smith,  U.  S.  Army,  .assumes  command  of  the 
.Sixteenth  Army  Corps. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  McNeil,  U.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  command  of  the 
District  of  Central  Missouri. 
22-24, 1865.— Scout  from  Pine  Bluft'  to  Bayou  Meto,  Ark.,  and  skirmishes  at  Mis. 
Voche's  (23d)  and  Bayou  Meto  (24th). 
23-Mar.  2, 1865.— Scouts  from  Salem   and  Licking,   Mo.,  to  Spring  River 

Mills,  Ark.,  with  skirmishes. 
24, 1865.— Affair  at  Switzler's  Mill,  Mo. 

Scout  from  Helena  to  Clarke's  Store,  Ark. 
26-28, 1865.— Expedition  from  Pine  Bluff  to  McMilley's  Farm,  Ark.,  with  skir- 
mish (27th)  at  McMilley's  Farm. 
27, 1865. — Skirmish  near  Sturgeon,  Mo. 

Brig.  Gen.  Edmund  J.  Davis,  U.  S.  Army,  assumes  temiwrary  com- 
mand of  U.  S.  Forces  at  Morganza,  La. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Thayer,  U.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  command  of 

Post  of  Saint  Charles,  Ark. 
Brig.  Gen.  ,Tohn  McNeil,  U.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of  the  I  )is- 

trict  of  Central  Missouri. 
Brig.  Gon.  Morgan  L.  Smith,  U.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of  the 
District  of  Vicksburg,  Miss. 
Mar.  1, 1865. — Brig.  Gen.  Benjamin  H.  Grierson,  U.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  command 

the  cavalry  of  the  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi. 
Brig.  Gen.  Douglas  H.Cooper,  C.  S.Army,  assumes  commandof 
the  District  of  the  Indian  Territory  and  superintendency  of 
Indian  Affairs. 
1-12, 1865.— Expedition  from  Baton  Rouge  to  Jackson  and  Clinton,  La. 

2,1865. — Brig.  Gen.  Benjamin  H.  Grierson,  U.  S.  Army,  assumes  command 
of  the  cavalry  forces  in  the  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi. 
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Mar.  3,  1865. — Brig.  Geu.  Thomas  J.  MoKean,  U.  S.  Army,  assumes  commaud 

of  the  District  of  Morganza,  La. 
3-7,  1865.— Expeditions  from  Bloorafield  into  Dunklin  County,  Mo.,  with 
skirmishes  (3d  and  7th)  near  Bloomfield  and  (4th)  in  Dunklin 
County. 
4,  1865. — Maj.  Gen.  Cadwallader  C.  Washburn,  U.  S.  Army,  assumes  com- 
mand of  the  District  of  West  Tennessee. 
Affair  near  Pine  Bluff,  Ark. 
5-12,  1865. — ScoutsfromWayneBvilIetoHuttonValley,Rolla,  and  Lebanon,  Mo. 

6,  1865. — Maj.  Geu.  Alexander  McD.  McCook,  U.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  com- 

maud of  the  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas. 

7,  1865.^Maj.  Gen.  Sterling  Price,  C.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  command  of  the 

Missouri  Division  of  Infantry,  and  Brig.  Gen .  Mosby  M.  Parsons, 
C.  S.  Army,  to  the  command  of  Parsons'  Missouri  Brigade. 
SkirmiBh  -with  Indians  eighty  miles  west  of  Fort  Lamed,  Kans. 

7-15,  1865. — Scout  from  Glasgow  to  the  Perche  Hills,  Mo. 

7-25,  1865. — Operations  about  Licking,  Mo. 

8,  1865. — Headquarters  Department  of  Mississippi  transferred  from  Vicks- 

burg,  Miss.,  to  Memphis,  Tenu. 
Maj.  Gen.  Sterling  Price,  C.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of  the 

Missouri  Division  of  Infantry. 
Skirmish  at  Poison  Creek,  Idaho  Ter. 
Col.  Edwin  C.  Catherwood,  Thirteenth  Missouri  Cavalry,  assumes 

command  of  the  District  of  Rolla,  Mo. 

9,  1865. — Maj.  Geu.  Alexander  McD.  McCook,  U.  S.  Army,  assumes  com- 

mand of  the  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas. 
9-15,  1865. — Scout  from  Cape  Girardeau  into  Bollinger,  Wayne,  and  Stoddard 
Counties,  Mo. 
Scout  from  Fort  Lamed  to  Crooked  Creek,  Kans. 
10-13,  1865. — Scout  from  Little  Rock  to  Clear  Lake,  Ark.,  with  skirmish  (11th) 
at  Clear  Lake. 

11,  1865. — Affair  near  the  Little  Blue  River,  Mo. 

Skirmish  at  Washington,  Ark. 

Brig.  Gen.  Edmund  J.  D.avis,  U.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  command 
of  the  District  of  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

12,  1865. — Brig.  Gen.  Mosby  M.  Parsons,  C.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  command  of 

the  Missouri  Division  of  Infantry,  vice  Maj.  Geu.  Sterling  Price, 
C.  S.  Army,  relieved. 
Affair  near  Lone  Jack,  Mo. 
Skirmish  at  Morganza  Bend,  La. 
12-23,  1865. — Scout  from  Lewisburg  into  Yell  and  Searcy  Counties,  Ark. 

13,  1865.— Col.  John  Morrill,  Sixty-fourth  Illinois  Infantry,  assigned  to  com- 

mand of  the  District  of  Rolla,  Mo. 
15-21,  1865. — Scout  from  Fort  Sumner,  N.  Mex. 

17,  1865.— Col.  John  Morrill,   Sixty-fourth  Illinois  Infantry,  nssuraes  com- 

mand of  the  District  of  Rolla,  Mo. 
17-20,  1865.— Expedition  from  Pine  Bluff  to  Bass'  Plantation,  Ark. 

18,  1865.— Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  L.  Brent,  C.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of  the 

Cavalry  Forces,  Front  Lines,  District  of  West  Louisiana. 
Skirmish  at  the  Amite  River,  La. 
Col.  John  G.  Fonda,  One  hundred  and  eighteenth  Illinois  Infantry, 

assigned    to  temporary   commaud  of   the    District  of   Baton 

Rouge,  La. 
18-30,  1865.— Expedition  from  Fort  Gibson  to  Little  River  and  Hillabee,  Ind. 

Ter. 
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Mar.   19-23,  1865.^Scout  from  Warrensburg  to  Columbus,  Mo.,  with  skirmish  uear 
Greenton. 

20,  1865.— Skirmish  at  Talbot's  Ferry,  Ark. 

20-22,  1865. — Expedition  from  Brashear  City  to  Bayou  Pigeon,  La.,  with  skir- 
mish (21st)  at  Bayou  Teche,  La. 
Scout  from  Lexington,  Mo. 

21,  1865.— The  Department  of  Arkansas  and  the  Indian  Territory  trans- 

ferred from  the  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi  to  the 

Milit.iry  Division  of  the  Missouri. 
21-23,  1865.— Scout  from  Pine  Bluff  to  Monticello,  Ark. 
22-23,  1865. — Operations  abont  Stephenson's  Mill,  Mo. 

23,  1865.— Brig.  Gen.  Micliael  K.  Lawler,  U.  S.Army,  assigned  to  command 

of  the  District  of  Baton  Eouge,  La. 
23-24,  1865.— Scout  from  Donaldsonville  to  Bayou  Goula,  La. 

24,  1865. — Scout  from  Bayou  Boiuf  to  Bayou  Chemise,  La. 

Affair  near  Kolla,  Mo. 
25-27,  1865. — Expedition  from  Brashear  City  to  Indian  Bend,  Ln. 
25-28,  1865. — Expedition  from  Brashei.r  City  to  near  Oyster  Bayou,  La. 
26-251,  1865. — Expedition  from  Bonnet  Carre  to  Amite  Eiver,  La. 

27,  1865. — Brig.  Gen.  Elkanah  Greer,  C.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  command  of 

the  Reserve  Corps  in  St.ate  of  Texas,  vice  Brisr.  Gen.  .Jerome  B- 
Robertson,  relieved,  and  assigned  to  command  of  a  brigade. 

28,  1865. — Skirmish  at  Bull  Creek,  Christian  County,  Mo. 

The  District  of  the  Plains  formed,  to  consist  of  the  Districts  of 
Utah,  Colorado,  and  Nebraska,  and  Brig.  Gen.  Patrick  E.  Con- 
nor, IT.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  its  command. 
Brig.  Gen.  Robert  B.  Mitchell,  U.  S.  Army,  relieved  from  com- 
mand of  the  District  of  Nebraska,  and  assigned  to  tlio  com- 
mand of  the  District  of  North  Kansas. 
28-30,  1865.— Expedition  from  Fort  Pike,  La.,  to  Bay  Saint  Lonis,  Miss. 

20,  1865.— Col.  William   H.  Dickey,  Eighty-fourth  U.   S.  Colored   Troops, 
assumes  command  of  the  U.  S.  Forces  at  Morganza^  La. 
Skirmish  in  Southwest  Missouri. 
29-Apr.  2, 1865. — Scout  from  Waynesville,  Mo. 

30,  1865. — Brig.  Gen.  Patrick  E.  Connor,  U.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of 

the  District  of  the  Plains. 
.30-Apr.  2,  1865. — Expeditions  from  Baton  Rouge  to  Clinton  and  the  Comite 
River,  La. 

31,  1865.— Maj.  Gon.  J.  Bankhead  Magrudcr,  C.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  com- 

mand of  the  District  of  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona,  vice 
Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Walker,  C.  S.  Army,  relieved. 
31-Apr.  1,  1865. — Operations  abont  Afjuia  Fria,  N.  Mex. 
Apr.  1,  1865.— Affair  near  Fort  Garland,  Colo.  Ter. 

1-4,  1865.— Scout  from  Pine  Bluff  to  Bayou  Bartholomew,  Ark. 
1-30,  1865. — Scouts  from  I^icking,  Mo. 

1-May  27,  1865.— Operations  against  ln<lians  west  of  Fort  Laramie,  Dak. 
Ter.,  with  skirmish  (Uaj  20)  .at  Drer  Creek  Station. 

2,  1865.— Skirmish  near  Van  Buren,  Ark. 

Skirmish  near  Hickory  Station,  Ark. 
2-5,  1865.— Expedition  from  The  Hermitage  to  thn  French  Settlement,  La. 
2-10, 1865.— Expeditions  from  Thibodeaux,  Bayou  Biiuif,  and  Brashear  City  to 
Lake  Verret,  Grand  Bayou,  and  The  Park,  La.,  with  skirmish 
(4tb)  at  Grand  Bayon,  La. 

3,  1865.— Pursuit  of  bushwhackers  ne.ar  Farmington,  Mo. 
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Apr.  4,  1865. — Maj.  Gen.  J.  Bankliead  Magruder,  C.  S.  Army,  assumes  commaud 

of  the  District  of  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona. 

7,  1865. — Brig.  Geu.  George  D.  Wagner,  U.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  command 

of  the  Saint  Louis  DiHtiict. 

8,  1865. — Brig.  Gen.  George  T>.  Wagner,  U.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of 

the  Saint  Louis  District. 
8-10,  1865. — Pursuit  of  guerrillas  in  Northeast  Missouri. 
11,  1865.— Skirmish  at  Saint  Charles,  Ark. 

Brig.  Gen.  Robert  B.  Mitchell,  U.   S.  Army,  assumes  command  of 
the  District  of  North  Kansas. 
12-13,  1865. — Expedition  from  Port  Hudson  to  Jackson,  La. 

Scout  from  Tallahassa  Mission,  lod.  Ter. 
12-16,  1865.— Scout  from  Dakota  City,  Nebr.  Ter. 
12-25,  1865.— Scout  from  Fort  Stanton,  N.  Mex. 

15,  1865. — Skirmish  at  McKenzie'a  Creek,  near  Patterson,  Mo. 

17,  1865. — Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Davies,  U.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  command 

the  District  of  Wisconsin. 
19, 1865. — The  Districts  of  Arkansas  and  West  Louisiana  consolidated  to 
form  the  District  of  Arkansas  and  West  Louisiana,  and  Lieut. 
Gen.  Simon  B.  Buckncr,  C.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  its  command. 
19-23,  1865.^ — Expedition  from  Memphis,  Tenu.,  to  Brownsville,  Miss. 
19-25,  1865. — Expedition  from  Terre  Bonne  to  Pelton's  Plantation  and  Grand 
Caillou,  La. 
19-May  27,  1865. — Negotiations  for  the  surrender  of  the  Confederate  forces 
in  the  Trans-Mississippi    Department,  commanded  by* 
General  E.  Kirby  Smith,  C.  S.  Army. 
20,  1865. — Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Guy  V.  Henry,  Fortieth  Massachusetts  Infantry; 
assumes  command  of  the  South  Sub-District  of  the  Plains. 
21-22,  1865. — Expedition  from  Donaldson villo  to  Bayou  Goula,  La. 
21-27,  1865. — Scout  from  Rolla  toward  Thomasville,  Mo.,  with  skirmish"  at 
Spring  Valley  (23d). 

22,  1865. — Maj.  Gen.  Nathaniel  P.  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  resumes  command  of 

the  Department  of  the  Gulf. 
Skirmish  near  Linn  Creek,  Mo. 
Skirmish  near  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Gravois,  Mo. 
22-23,  1865.— Scout  from  Deer  Creek  to  Sage  Creek,  Dak.  Ter.,  and  skirmish 

with  Indians  (22d)  on  Sage  Creek. 
22-27,  1865.— Scout  from  Dakota  City,  Nebr.  Ter.,  to  Middle  Bow  River. 

23,  1865. — Affair  near  Fort  Zarah,  Kans. 

Skirmish  on  Snake  Creek,  Ark. 

24,  1865.— Skirmish  near  Boggy  Depot,  Ind.  Ter. 

Skirmish  near  Miami,  Mo. 

Destruction  of  the  Confederate  steamer  Webb. 

Col.  Chester  Harding,  jr.,  Forty-third  Missouri  Infantry,  assumes 

command  of  the  District  of  Central  Missouri. 
25, 1865.— Scout  from  Pine  Bluff  to  Rodgers'  Plantation,  Ark.,  with  skirmish 

at  Rodgers'  Plantation. 
Skirmish  at  Linn  Creek,  Mo. 

26,  1865.— Affair  near  Fort  Rice,  Dak.  Ter. 

26-29,  1865.— Scout  from  Little  Rock  to  the  Saline  River,  Ark. 

27,  1865.— Loss  of  the  steamer  Sultana  in  the  Mississippi  River,  near  Mem- 

phis, Tenn. 
Affair  near  James  Creek,  Mo. 
Col.  William  H.  Dickey,   Eighty-fourth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops, 

assumes  command  of  the  District  of  Morganza. 


8  LOUISIANA   AND   THE   TRANS-MISSISSIPPI.  [Chap.  LX. 

Apr.         28-May  13,  1865. — Scout  from  Fort  Oummings,  N.  Mex. 

29-June  11,  1865. — Expedition  from  Saiut  Louis,  Mo.,  to  receive  the  surren- 
der of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  Jeff.  Thompaou,  C.  S.  Aruiy. 
30-May  12,  1865. — Operations  in  the  vicinity  of  Brashear  City,  La.,  with 
skirmishes  (3d)  at  Chacahoula,  La.,  (4th)  at  Bayou 
Black,  (9th)  at  Bayou  Goula,  aud  (11th)  at  Brown's 
Plantation,  La. 
May  1,  1865. — Maj.  Gen.  Gouvernour  K.  Warren,  U.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  com- 

mand the  Department  of  Mississippi,  relieving  Maj.  Gen.  Napo- 
leon J.  T.  Dana,  U.  S.  Army. 
1-9,  1865. — Scout  from  Ojo  de  Anaya,  N.  Mex. 

2,  1865. — Affair  on  the  Blue  Earth  Eiver,  Minn. 

3,  1865, — Skirmishes  on  the  Missouri  River  near  Boonville,  Mo. 

Aifair  near  Pleasant  Hill,  Mo. 
3-6,  1865. — Operations  about  Fort  Adams,  Miss. 
3-21,  1865. — Expedition  from  Fort  Laramie  to  Wind  River,  Dak.  Ter. 

4,  1865. — Skirmish  at  the  Star  House,  near  Lexington,  Mo. 
4-6,  1865.— Scout  from  Pine  Bluff  to  Noble's  Farm,  Ark. 

5,  1865. — Attack  on  ■wagon  train  near  MuUahla's  Statio)i,  IS'ebr.  Ter.* 

Skirmish  in  the  Perche  Hills,  Mo. 

Col.  Charles  Everett,  Second  Louisiana  Infantry,  assigned  to  com- 
mand of  the  District  of  Bonnet  Carr6,  La. 
6-11,  1865. — Scout  from  Little  Rock  to  Bayou  Meto  and  Little  Bayou,  Ark. 

7,  1865. — Col.  Simon  Jones,  Ninety-third U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  assumes  coni- 
•  mand  of  the  Carrollton  District,  La . 

8,  1865. — Skirmish  near  Eeadsville,  Mo. 

8-10,  1865. — Scout  in  Saline,  La  Fayette,  and  Cooper  Counties,  Mo. 

8-20,  1865. — Scout  from  I'lum  Creek  to  Midway  Station,  Ncbr.  Ter. 

8-22,  1865.— Expedition  from  Spring  Hill,  Ala,,  to  Baton  Rouge,  La. 
10-19,  1865.— Scout  from  Fort  Sumner,  N.  Mex. 
11-14,  1865.— Expedition   from  Brazos  Santiago,  Tex.,  with  skirmishes  (12th 

aud  13th)  at  Palmetto  Ranch  and  (13th)  at  White's  Ranch. 
12-14,  1865.— Scout  from  Cottonwood,  Nebr.  Ter. 

13,  1865.— Skirmish  with  Indians  at  Dan  Smith's  Raneli,  near  Julesburg, 

Colo.  Ter. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  M.Thayer,  U.  S.Army.  assigned  to  command  of 
the  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas. 

14,  1865. — Skirmish  on  the  Little  Piney,  Mo. 

Maj.  Gen.  Gouverneur  K.  Warren,  U.  S.  Army,  assumes  command 
of  the  Department  of  Mississippi. 
14-16,  1865.— Expedition  from  Brashear  City  to  Ratliff's  Plantation,  La. 
15-17,  1865.— Scout  from  Pine  Bluff  to  Johnson's  Farm,  Ark.,  with  skirmish 
(16th)  on  the  Monticello  Road. 
17,  1865.— The  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi   abolished,  and  the 
Dei>artment  of  the  Gulf  constituted  from  the  Stat(is  of  Louisi- 
ana, Mississippi,  Alabama,  Florida,  and  the  District  of  Key 
West  and  the  Tortugas. 

Maj.  Gen.  Edward  E.  S.  Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  command, 
and  Maj.  Gen.  Nathaniel  P.  Banks,  U.  S.  Armv,  relieved  from 
command  of  the  Department  o'f  the  Gulf. 

Maj.  Gen.  Philip  H.  Sheridan,  U.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  general 
command  west  of  the  Mississippi  River  and  south  of  the 
Arkansag  River. 


*  See  report  of  Capt.  Thomas  J.  Weatherwax,  p.  261. 
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May         18,  1865. — Skirmish  with  Indiaus  near  Fort  Kearuy,  Nebr.  Ter. 
Skirmish  with  Indians  on  the  Coteau,  Minn. 
Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps  ordered  to  be  held  in   readiness  for 
transportation  to  Texas. 
18-20,  1865. — Scout  from  Lebanon  to  Warsaw,  Mo. 
18-27,  1865. — Expedition  against  Indians  in  Dakota  Territory. 
19-20,  1865.— Scout  from  Sweetwater  Bridge  to  Whisky  Gap,  Dak.  Ter. 
19-22,  1865.— Scout  from  Kingsville,  Mo. 
19-26,  1865.— Scout  from  Fort  Kearny,  Nebr.  Ter. 

19-June  2, 1865.— Scout  from  Fort  Kearny  to  the  Little  Bhie  River,  Nebr.  Ter. 
20,  1865. — Skirmish  on  the  Blackwater,  near  Lougwood,  Mo. 
Affair  near  Pawnee  Rock,  Kaus. 
Skirmishes  on  Deer  Creek,  Dak.  Ter. 
20-22,  1865. — Operations  about  Three  Crossings  Station,  Dak.  Ter. 
Scout  from  Camp  Plumb,  Dak.  Ter. 

22,  1865.— Skirmish  at  Valley  Mines,  Mo. 

23,  1865. — Scout  from  Thibodeanx  to  Lake  Verret,  Ija. 

Skirmish  near  Waynesville,  Mo. 
23-26,  1865. — Scout  from  Warrensburg,  Mo.,  to  mouth  of  Coal  Camp  Creek. 
23-27,  1865. — Scout  from  Pine  Bluff  to  Mouticello,  Ark.,  with  skirmish  (24th) 
at  Monticello. 

24,  1865. — Skirmish  near  Rocheport,  Mo. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  George   Spalding,  Twelfth  Tennessee  Cavalry, 
assigned  to  command  of  District  of  North  Missouri,  vice  Fisk. 
Scout  from  Napoleonvillo  to  Bayou  Saint  Vincent,  La. 
25-27,  1865. — Expedition  from  Bayou  Bceuf  to  Bayou  Do  Large,  La.,  with  affair 
(27th )  at  Bayou  De  Large. 

26,  1865. — General  E.  Kirby  Smith,  C.  S.  Army,  surrenders  troops  in  Trans- 

Mississippi  Department  to  Mcj.  Gen.  Edward  R.  S.  Canby, 
U.  S.  Army. 
26-27,  1865. — Scout  and  skirmishes  in  Carroll  and  Ray  Counties,  Mo. 
Scout  from  Plum  Creek,  Nebr.  Ter. 
26-June  9,  1865. — Operations  against  Indians  on  the  Overland  Stage  Road  on 
the  Platte   and   Sweetwater  Rivers,  with   skirmishes 
(May  27)  at  Saint  Mary's  Station,  (May  26,  28,  and  .June 
1)  at  Sweetwater  Station,  (June  3)  at  Platte  Bridge, 
Dak.  Ter.,  and  (Juno  8)  at  Sage  Creek,  Colo.  Ter. 

27,  1865. — Maj.  Gen.  Peter  J.  Osterhaus,  U.  S.  Array,  assigned  to  command 

the  Department  of  Mississippi,  relieving  Maj.  Gen.  Gouverueur 

K.  Warren,  U.  S.  Army. 
Skirmish  in  Chariton  County,  Mo. 
Skirmish  at  Switzler's  Mill,  Chariton  County,  Mo. 

28,  1865. — Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  George  Spalding,  Twelfth  Tennessee  Cavalry, 

assumes  command  of  the  District  of  North  Missouri. 

29,  1865. — Territory  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  nouth  of  the  Arkansas  River 

designated  the  Military  Division  of  the  Southwest,  by  Maj. 
Gen.  Philip  H.  Sheridan,  U.  S.  Army. 
Maj.  Gen.  Philip  H.  Sheridan,  U.  S.  Army,  .assunie.s  command  of 
the  Military  Division  of  the  Southwest. 
29,  186."). — The  District  of  East  Louisiana  formed,  to  consist  of  the  Districts 
of  Baton  Rouge  and  Port  Hudson  and  the  Post  of  Clinton,  and 
Brig.  Gen.  Michael  K.  Lawler,  U.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  its  com- 
mand. 
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May         29,  1865-Nov.  14, 1866.— Operations  in  Texas  and  on  the  Rio  Grande. 

— ,  1865.— Operations  in  Johnson  County,  Mo. 
June  2,  1865.— ^Operations  about  Fort  Rice,  Dali.  Ter. 

3,  1865.— Maj.  Gen.  Edward  R.  S.  Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of 
the  Department  of  the  Gulf. 
Skirmish  with  Indians  at  Dry  Creek,  Dak.  Ter. 
4-10,  1865.— Operations  against  Indians  near  Fort  Collins,  Colo.  Ter. 

5,  1865.— Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Benjamiu  H.  Grierson,  U.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  Cavalry  Forces,  Department  of  the  Gulf. 
8-14,  1865.— Attack  by  Indians  on  the  Overland  Stage  Road  in  Kansas  and 
Colorado,  with  skirmishes  (8tli  and  12th)  at  Fort  Dodge,  Kans. ; 
(9th)  at  Chavis  Creek,  near  Cow  Creek  Station,  Kans. ;  (12th) 
near  Cow  Creek  Station,  Plum  Butte,  and  Pawnee  Rock,  Kans. 
9,  1865.— M.aj.  Gen.  Peter  J.  Osterhaus,  U.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of 

the  Department  of  Mississippi. 
10,  1865.— Col.  John  D.  Allen,  Fifteenth  Missouri  Cavalry,  .assumes  command 

of  the  District  of  Southwest  Missouri. 
12-July  5,  1865. — Expedition  to  the  Platte  and  Niobrara  Rivers. 
13-17,  1865. — Scout  from  Camp  Nichols,  N.  Mex.,  with  action  (14tb)  on  the 
Santa  Fo  Road. 
14,  1865. — Action  with  luciians  at  Horse  Creek,  Dak.  Ter. 

Col.  Carroll  H.  Potter,  Sixth  U.  S.  Volunteer  Infantry,  assumes 
command  of  the  South  Sub-District  of  the  Plains. 
15-22,  1865. — Scoiit  from  Fort  Sumner  to  the  Oscura  Mountains,  N.  Mex. 

17,  1865. — Maj.  Gen.  Gordon  Granger,  U.  S.  Army,  .assumes  command  of  all 
troops  within  the  State  of  Texas. 
Skirmish  on  Dead  Man's  Fork,  Dak.  Ter. 
17-19,  1865.— Expedition  from  Denver,  Colo.  Tcv.,  to  Fort  Halleck,  Dak.  Ter. 

19,  1865. — Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  ,T.  McKean,  U.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  command 

of  the  District  of  Southwest  Missouri. 

20,  1865. — Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  U.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of 

the  Military  Division  of  the  Tennessee. 
Brig.  Gen.  James  A.  Williamson,  U.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  District  of  Saint  Louis. 
20-Oct.  7,  1865.— The  Powder  River  Indian  Expedition. 

21,  1865.— Brig.  Gen.  James  C.Veatch,  U.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  command  of 

forces  in  West  Louisiana. 

22,  1865.— Brig.  Gen.  Morgan  L.  Smith,  U.  S.  Army,  relieved  from  command 

of  the  District  of  Vioksbnrg,  Miss. 

23,  1865.- Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  McKean,  U.  S.  Army,  assnnie.s  comiuand  of 

the  District  of  Southwest  Missouri. 

24,  1865.— The  Department  of  Mississippi  created,  embracing  the  State  of 

Mississippi,    and  Maj.    Gen.   Henry  W.  Slocum,    U.  S.  Army, 
assigned  to  its  command. 
24-30,  1865.— Operations  about  Rock  Creek   Station    and   Seven   Mile  Creek 
Dak.  Ter.  ' 

25,  1865.— Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Chester  Harding,  jr.,  Forty-third  Missouri  Infan- 

try, relinquishes  command  of  the  District  of  Central  Missouri 

26,  ]865.-The  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  ordered  from  Louis- 

ville, Ky.,  to  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
26,  1865.-Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Joh,i  L.  Beveridge,  Seventeenth  Illinois  Cavalry 
assumes  command  of  the  District  of  Central  Missouri. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  Newtou,  U.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  command  the 
District  of  Florida. 
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June  26-29,  1865. — The  Fourth  Army  Corps  arrives  at  New  Orleans,  en  route  to 
Texas. 

27,  1865. — Maj.  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman  assigned  to  the  Military  Division 

of  the  Mississippi  (reorganized) ;  Maj.  Gon.  Philip  H.  Sheridan, 
to  the  Military  Division  of  the  Gulf;  Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope,  to 
the  Department  of  the  Missouri ;  Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  J.  Reynolds, 
to  the  Department  of   Arkansas;    Maj.   Gen.   Edward  R.   S. 
Canby,  to  the  Department  of  Louisiana  and  Texas;  Maj.  Gen. 
Henry  W.  Slocum,  to  tlie  Department  of  Mississippi;  and  Maj. 
Gen.  John  G.  Foster,  to  the  Department  of  Florida. 
Col.  Frederick  W.  Moore,  Eighty-third  Oliio  Infantry,  assigned 
to  command  the  post  of  Galveston,  Tex.,  in  addition  to  the 
Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Thirteentli  Army  Corps. 

28,  1865.— The  District  of  Kansas  formed  from  the  Districts  of  North  and 

South  Kansas,  and  Brig.  Gen.  Robert  B.  Mitchell  assigned  to 
its  command. 
Col.  David  Moore,  Fifty-first  Missouri  Infantry,  assigned  to  com- 
mand First  Sub-District  of  Saint  Louis,  vice  Col.  Joseph  Wey- 
demeycr,  Forty-first  Missouri  Infantry,  relieved. 

29,  1865. — Skirmish  with  Indians  near  Fort  Dodge,  Kans. 

30,  1865. — Skirmish  with  Indians  at  Hock  Creek,  Dak.  Tcr. 


JANUARY  1-27,  1865. — Operations  in  Arkansas,  including  actions  at  Dar- 
danelle  (14th),  Ivey's  Ford  (17th),  and  skirmish  at  Boggs'  MiUs  (24th). 


REPORTS,   ETC. 


No.  1.— Col.  Abr.ah.am  II.  Ryan,  Tliird  Arkansas  Cavalry  (Union). 

No.  2.— Col.  Thom.ns   M.  Bowen,  Thirteenth   Kansas   Infantry,  commanding  U.  S. 

transports,  of  operations  .Tanuary  17-24. 
No.  3. — Maj.  Gen.  John  B.  Magruder,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  District  of  Arkansas, 

of  operations  January  17-24. 

No.  1. 

B^ort  of  Col.  Abraham  II.  Ryan,  Third  Arkansas  Cavalry  (Union). 

Headquarters  Post  Lewisbubg, 

Lewishwrg,  Arlc,  January  27, 1865. 
About  the  1st  day  of  January  scouts  reported  a  force  of  the  enemy 
at  Dardanelle  and  Beatty's  Mill,  near  Petit  Jean  Creek.  Scouting 
parties  were  sent  to  Galla  Ptock  and  Norristown  to  prevent  the  enemy 
from  crossing  to  north  side  of  river.  On  the  10th  instant  the  enemy 
were  reported  as  moving  on  Perryville,  evidently  for  the  purpose  of 
cro.ssiiig  the  Fourche  la  Fave  at  that  place,  en  route  south,  or  to  move 
onto  the  river  bank  at  some  point  between  Lewisburg  and  Little  Eock, 
for  tlie  purpose  of  capturing  transports  with  supplies  on  the  way  to 
Fort  Smith.  To  prevent  either  movement  being  successful,  I  ordered 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Steele,  Eleventh  U.  S.  Colored,  with  150  men  of 
his  regiment,  and  detachment  of  Third  Arkansas  Cavalry,  Captain 
Gibbons  commanding,  to  Perryville.  The  cavalry  arrived  at  that 
place  on  the  morning  of  the  11th,  and  ascertained  that  the  enemy  were 
encamped  within  a  few  miles  of  that  place,  and  that  they  could  not 
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reach  Perryville  on  account  of  high  water,  Fourche  la  Fave  bottom 
being  overflowed.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Steele's  command  returned  to 
Lewisburg  on  the  evening  of  the  11th.  On  the  night  of  the  12th 
instant  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Wylie,  Third  Arkansas  Cavalry,  to  pro- 
ceed with  fifty  dismounted  men  of  the  Third  Arkansas  Cavalry,  and 
fifty  infantry  of  the  Eleventh  TJ.  S.  Colored,  on  steamer  Alamo,  to  land 
on  west  side  of  Petit  Jean  Creek;  if  the  landing  be  effected  safely,  to 
send  steamer,  with  flat-boats,  to  north  side  of  river,  to  cross  detachment 
of  Third  Arkansas  Cavalry.  The  landing  was  effected  safely,  and 
cavalry  crossed  on  morning  of  13th.  Same  evening  Major  Jenks,  First 
Iowa  Cavalry,  commanding  detachment  of  dismounted  men  of  Cavalry 
Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps,  namely,  276  men,  reported  for  duty. 
They  arrived  on  steamers  Ad.  Hines  and  Lotus.  I  ordered  the  major 
to  ijroceed  Avith  steamers  and  liis  command  up  river  till  arriving 
at  the  Alamo,  where  he  would  learn  from  Lieutenant  Wylie  if  it  was 
safe  for  the  steamers  to  proceed ;  if  so,  to  disembark  his  command  at 
Norristown,  the  steamers  to  push  on  to  Fort  Smith.  At  10  p.  m.  the 
steamers  Annie  Jacobs  and  Chippewa  arrived,  with  one  section  of  the 
Second  Kansas  Battery,*  Lieiitenant  Phillips  commanding.  I  sent  them 
forward  immediately,  with  orders  to  report  to  Major  Jenks,  near 
Galla  Kock.  I  had  calculated  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Steele's  move- 
ment toward  Perryville  would  keep  the  enemy  in  that  vicinity  for  a 
short  time,  and  that  before  they  would  learn  of  his  withdrawal  and  of 
the  subsequent  move  up  the  river  sufficient  time  would  be  gained  to 
enable  tlie  boats  to  pass  Dardanelle  in  safety.  At  the  same  time  I  felt 
assured  the  enemy  would  move  onto  the  river  at  or  above  Dardanelle 
as  soon  as  they  learned  of  the  boats  passing  Lewisburg,  and  unless 
checked  at  or  near  Dardanelle  would  overtake  the  boats  before  they 
could  reach  Spadra.  The  arrival  of  the  section  of  artillery  decided  me 
in  orderi7)g  Major  Jenks  to  occupy  Dardanelle  with  his  command.  He 
did  so,  landing  his  forces  at  10  o'clock  the  morning  of  the  14th  instant, 
the  last  of  the  fleet  passing  there  at  12  m.  At  2  o'clock  same  date  the 
enemy,  1,500  strong,  and  one  piece  of  artillery,  under  the  command  of 
Colonels  Brooks,  Stirman,  and  I^iewton,  attacked  the  place.  Ma-jor 
Jenks  placed  his  men  in  the  stockade,  and  after  four  hours'  hard  fig'ht- 
mg  the  enemy  withdrew,  completely  whipped.  Our  loss  during  the 
engagement  was  1  killed,  15  wounded,  and  2  missing.  Enemy's  loss 
1  commissioned  officer  killed,  and  about  80  men  killed  and  wounded' 
Major  Jenks  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  officers  and  men  under 
his  command,  all  doing  gallant  service.  The  artillery,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Lieutenant  Phillips  and  LieutenantCampbell,  Third  U.  S  Cavalry 
(acting  adjutant),  being  skiUfuUy  handled,  tiring  164  rounds.  Expect- 
ing the  attack  to  be  renewed  next  morning.  Major  Jenks  called  for 
^?' ■  L*'®'"®"*®  ^^^  supply  of  ammunition.  I  immediately  ordered 
Major  Mason,  with  sixty  men.  Third  Arkansas  Cavalry,  with  supnlv  of 
ammunitions^ to  report  to  Major  Jenks  as  soon  as  practicable;  also 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Steele,  with  100  men,  of  the  Eleventh  U  S  Colored 
Infantry,  m  wagons,  to  follow  as  rapidly  as  possible ;  and,  placing  every- 
thing at  Lewisburg  m  propel- position,  proceeded  to  Dardanelle,  arriv- 
ZV^T%  ^®  .T""^  ^^I-  .P*^  enemy  did  not  renew  the  attack,  but 
proceeded  up  the  south  side  of  the  river  after  the  boats;  but  thev 

of  the  15th  instant  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cooper,  with  Fortieth  low! 

Infantry  and  one  section  of  Fifth  Ohio  Battery,  arrived  on  steame? 

•Manned  by  Company  B,  Second  Kansas  Cavalry. 
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from  Little  Eock  and  reported  for  duty,  and  were  immediately  set  to 
work  throwing  up  intrenchments.  On  the  15th  scouts  reported  the 
enemy  as  re-euforced  and  approaching  in  four  directions  to  attack  on 
the  morning  of  the  ICth  instant.  Every  preparation  was  made  for 
their  reception.  On  their  arriving  within  twelve  miles  of  our  Hues  they 
retraced  their  steps,  crossing  the  Petit  Jean  near  Danville,  moving  in 
a  southerly  direction.  On  the  19th  dispatches  received  from  Colonel 
Judson,  commanding  TJ.  S.  forces  at  Clarksville,  reporting  the  attack  by 
the  enemy  on  steamers  near  Ivey's  Ford,  and  capture  and  destruction  of 
the  steamer  Chippewa,  and  remainder  of  fleet  in  ijerilous  position,  on 
the  morning  of  the  20th  instant,  at  4  o'clock,  ^ent  Captain  Hamilton, 
with  sixty  men  of  the  Third  Arkansas  Cavalry,  to  go  through  to  the 
boats,  render  what  assistance  he  could,  and,  if  possible,  bring  any 
or  all  of  them  down.  To  cover  this  move  I  ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Cooper,  with  Fortieth  Iowa  Infantry  and  one  piece  of  artillery, 
to  Chickalah;  at  same  time  sent  force  of  fifty  infantry  to  follow 
Captain  Hamilton  twelve  miles  and  return.  The  movement  was 
entirely  successful,  Colonel  Cooper  breaking  up  their  rendezvous  near 
Chickalah  and  destroying  1,200  bushels  of  wheat  stored  there  for  the 
use  of  the  enemy.  Captain  Hamilton  returned  on  the  evening  of  the 
21st  instant,  having  met  near  the  boats  Colonel  Williams'  brigade  of 
colored  troops  on  way  from  Fort  Smith  to  Little  Eock.  On  the  night 
of  the  24th  Newton's  regiment  returned  to  Boggs'  Mills  (twelve  miles 
from  Dardanelle)  to  grind  flour  and  leave  before  sunrise.  At  midnight 
sent  Lieutenant- Colonel  Steele,  with  Eleventh  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry 
and  detachment  Third  Arkansas  Cavalry,  who  succeeded  in  surprising 
the  command,  capturing  the  flour,  his  papers,  18  horses,  and  20  stand 
of  arms.  I  remained  at  Dardanelle  to  cover  the  passage  of  Colonel 
WUhams'  brigade  and  train,  and  evacuated  the  place  on  the  morning 
of  the  27th  instant. 

Major  Jenks,  commanding  forces  during  the  engagement  of  the  14th 
instant,  is  entitled  to  every  praise  for  gallant  conduct  and  the  admira- 
ble manner  in  which  he  handled  his  troops  on  that  occasion,  and  for 
prompt  and  faithful  discharge  of  duty  on  all  occasions.  Captain 
Giesler,  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  Captain  Hamilton  and  Lieutenant 
Wylie,  Thud  Arkansas  Cavalry,  and  Lieutenant  Camiibell,  Third  II.  S. 
Cavalry,  are  entitled  to  special  mention  as  brave  and  efficient  officers. 

EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  ETAN, 
Colonel  Third  Arkansas  Cavalry,  Commanding. 
Maj.  John  Leveeing, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Dept.  of  Arkansas  and  Seventh  Army  Corps. 


A  DDE  NDA. 


Medals  of  Honor  awarded  for  distinguished  services  under  Resolution  of  Congress,  No. 
43,  approved  July  12,  186^,  and  section  6  of  Act  of  Congress  approved  March  5,  1863. 


Kame. 

Bank  and  organizatiou. 

Date. 

Aw.irded  for— 

Ellis,  William 

First  sergeant  Company  K, 
Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry. 

Private,  Company  H,  First 
Nebraska  Veteran  Cavalry . 

1865. 
Jan.    14 

May   12 

Gallantry  in  action  at  Dardanelle, 
Ark. 

G.illantry  in  defending  Government 
property  against  Indians  at  Gil- 
man's  Kanch,  Nebr.  Ter. 
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No.  2. 

Report  of  Col.  XhortuU  M.  Bowen,  Thirteenth  Kansas  Infantry,  com- 
manding U.  is.  transports,  of  operations  January  17-3-1. 

Little  Eock,  Akk.,  January  24, 1865. 
Major:  On  the  17tli  instaut  steamers  Lotus,  Chippewa,  Ad.  Hiues, 
and  Annie  Jacobs  left  Van  Buren,  Ark.,  each  having  on  board  a  small 
scout  under  the  command  of  a  line  officer.    On  board  of  each  steamer 
were  a  large  number  of  refugees,  also  quite  a  number  of  officers.    On 
the  Annie  Jacobs,  particularly,  passengers  and   soldiers  numbered 
about  500,  en  route  for  difl'erent  localities  via  this  place.     The  Chip- 
pewa had  the  advance,  the  Annie  Jacobs  was  next,  the  Lotus  followed, 
and  the  Ad.  Hines  brought  up  the  rear.    At  about  4  i).  m.  on  the  17th 
instant  (Ivey's  Ford,  eighteen  miles  above  Clarksville)  the  Chippewa 
was  discovered  about  one  mile  in  advance,  lying  at  the  south  shore  of 
the  Arkansas,  and  a  few  moments  later  J  was  requested  to  examine  her 
through  a  field  glass,  when  1  immediately  discovered  that  she  was  on 
fire  in  her  center  on  the  main  deck.    I  became  at  once  satisfied  of  the 
presence  of  the  enemy.    Being  the  ranking  officer  on  board,  I  at  once 
assumed  the  direction  of  affairs,  giving  the  pilot  orders  to  put  on  all 
steam  and  go  on,  but  the  order  had  scarcely  been  given  before  the 
enemy  opened  on  us  with  artillery.    I  ordered  the  pilot  to  round  to  and 
proceed  up  the  river.    By  the  time  the  direction  of  the  boat  had  been 
changed  we  were  opposite  the  first  rebel  gun.    There  being  but  little 
steam  up,  and  it  being  impossible  to  get  the  boat  out  of  the  range  of 
the  guns  in  any  reasonable  time  1  directed  the  boat  to  be  landed  on 
the  north  shore,  which  was  accomplished  under  the  most  galling  fire  of 
the  enemy,  having  received  fifteen  shot  and  shell,  which  destroyed  the 
heaters  before  we  landed  and  three  after  we  reached  the  shore.    In 
addition  to  the  fire  from  the  artillery  a  continuous  fire  from  small- 
arms  was  i^oured  into  us  from  the  commencement  of  the  action.     One 
shell  burst  in  the  front  cabin,  one  immediately  under  the  boiler,  one 
at  the  right  front  of  the  pilot  house,  and  two  in  the  hold.    The  most 
indescribable  confusion  prevailed  on  board   among  the  passengers, 
especially  the  female  portion,  and  I  ordered  the  landing  of  the  boat, 
because  it  was  impossible  to  get  her  out  of  range  of  tlie  artillery,  and 
had  we  been  any  considerable  distance  from  the  shore  we  would  have 
floated  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  owing  to  the  damage  done  to  the 
machinery  by  the  artillery,  and  for  the  further  reason  that  I  hoped  to 
save  the  two  boats  which  were  behind.    The  Lotus,  however,  was  so 
near  that  before  we  could  warn  her  of  the  danger  she  was  within  range 
of  the  artillery,  and  she  also  landed  on  the  north  side  of  the  river;  when, 
fearing  an  attack  from  that  side  of  tlie  river,  I  proceeded  up  the  beach 
with  two  men,  and  collected  the  disembarked  soldiers  of  the  Lotus, 
and  marched  them  to  the  line  formed  on  the  bank  by  those  who  had 
disembarked  from  the  Jacobs.    Having  restored  order  and  made  every 
possible  preparation  for  the  protection  of  the  boats,  I  at  once  started 
a  messenger  up  the  river-bank  with  a  dispatch  to  General  Thayer  and 
orders  for  the  Ad.  Hines  not  to  approach,  telling  briefly  of  the  danger 
and  sent  to  Clarksville  for  re-enforcements.    1  also  ordered  a  forage 
train,  which  happened  to  be  within  a  few  miles,  with  an  escort  of  over 
100  men,  to  move  to  us  at  once;  which  order  was  promptly  obeyed  bv 
Capt.  Thomas  Stevenson,  of  the  Fourteenth  Kansas  Cavalrv   coni 
mauding.  •' ' 
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The  arrival  of  the  train  after  dark  was  mistaken  by  the  enemy  for  a 
battery  from  Clarksville,  and  no  doubt  had  something  to  do  with  their 
withdrawal  before,  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  I8th  instant.  In 
addition  to  the  shells  ali-eady  mentioned,  the  Jacobs  received  two  solid 
shots  through  her  pilot  house,  one  back  of  the  ladies'  cabin,  and  sev- 
eral through  her  hold  The  Lotus  received  two  through  her  pilot 
house.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  instant,  a  re-enforcement  of 
350  men  iind  two  howitzers  arrived  from  Col.  William  E.  Judson's  com- 
mand at  Clarksville,  and  the  steamer  Ad.  Hiues,  having  failed  to  receive 
my  dispatch,  also  arrived.  The  dispatch,  however,  was  received  by 
General  Thayer.  From  the  released  crew  of  the  Chippewa  I  learned 
that  the  enemy  was  1,500  strong,  with  from  two  to  four  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, whereupon  I  sent  the  steamers  Ad.  Hines  and  Lotus  back  to  Fort 
Smith,  with  a  request  to  General  Thayer  that  he  would  send  the  col- 
ored brigade,  with  which,  in  addition  to  our  own  forces,  I  proposed  to 
cross  the  river  and  rout  the  enemy  before  attempting  to  move  the  boats 
down,  on  the  receipt  of  which  he  promptly  started  the  brigade  down 
the  south  side  of  the  river,  under  command  of  Colonel  Williams, 
Seventy-ninth  U.  S.  Colored  [Infantry],  on  the  morning  of  the  IDth 
instant,  and  the  brigade  arrived  opposite  us  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
20th.  On  the  morning  of  the  21st  Colonel  Williams  moved  his  com- 
mand down  the  river  to  Patterson's  Biuflf,  and  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
same  day  the  steamers  Hiues  and  Lotus  arrived  from  Fort  Smith,  upon 
which  we  embarked,  and  proceeded  down  to  S]}adra  or  Clarksville 
Landing,  leaving  the  steamer  Annie  Jacobs  with  her  bow  on  dry  land, 
having  failed  in  all  our  efforts  to  get  her  afloat,  notwithstanding  the 
continued  exertions  of  Captain  Gear,  assisted  by  a  detail  of  all  the 
soldiers  he  could  use  during  the  whole  time  we  remained.  A  guard 
was  left  with  the  Jacobs  of  200  men  and  one  howitzer  of  Colonel  Jud- 
son's command,  with  orders  to  have  the  machinery  repaired  and  every- 
thing put  in  order  for  moving,  which  I  was  informed  by  the  engineer 
could  be  done  in  a  very  few  days.  On  the  22d  Colonel  Williams 
moved  farther  down  the  river,  and  we  moved  with  the  boats  to  Darda- 
nelle  without  receiving  a  shot  from  the  enemy.  At  Dardanelle  we 
learned  from  Colonel  Eyan,  Third  Arkansas  Cavalry,  that  there  was 
no  enemy  between  that  place  and  this.  We  therefore  left  Dardanelle 
at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  and  arrived  hereon  the  morning 
of  the  24th  without  further  trouble.  I  recommend  an  investigation  of 
the  facts  in  relation  to  the  surrender  of  the  steamer  Chippewa,  as  I 
failed  to  ascertain  any  good  reason  why  she  could  not  have  been  saved, 
and  I  am  told  she  was  surrendered  before  a  shot  struck  her.  About 
the  time  the  fire  of  the  enemy  was  turned  from  the  Jacobs  to  the  Lotus 
the  baggage  of  the  passengers  of  the  former  was  ransacked  and  a 
great  deal  of  money  and  other  property  stolen.  The  matter  is  being 
investigated,  under  direction  of  Colonel  Judson,  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Waugh,  provost  marshal  at  Clarksville.  I  cannot  in  justice  close  this 
report  without  mentioning  the  gallant  conduct  throughout  of  Col. 
Charles  W.  Adams,  of  the  Twelfth  Eegiment  Kansas  Volunteers,  and 
Lieut.  Col.  Owen  A.  Bassett,  Second  Eegiment  Kansas  Volunteers, 
commanding,  both  of  whom  gave  me  their  full  and  faithful  co-operation 
in  all  my  eftbrts  to  save  the  boats,  and  displayed  in  an  eminent  degree 
the  qualifications  of  coolness  and  courage  so  essential  to  success. 

The  same  can  be  justly  said  of  every  subordinate  officer  present,  and 
I  regret  that  I  have  not  their  names.  Prominent  among  the  latter  was 
Capt.  C.  O.  Judson,  Sixth  Kansas  Cavalry,  who  was  not  deterred  from 
doing  his  duty  by  either  danger  or  fatigue.  A  more  faithful  and  gallant 
officer  does  not  wear  a  sword  in  the  department.    Lieut.  J.  S.  Lane, 
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Sixth  Kansas  Cavalry,  fearlessly  exposed  his  life  on  the  shore  to  pre- 
vent a  barge  laden  with  Grovernment  property  from  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  Lieutenant  Eoss,  of  the  Fortieth  Iowa  Infantry[  ?  ], 
in  charge  of  the  guards  on  the  Jacobs,  won  the  respect  of  all  by  his 
gallant  bearing.  Sergt.  A.  E.  Lovell,  Company  H,  Second  Kansas 
Cavalry,  and  Citizen  Troutman  accompanied  me  up  the  river-bank, 
under  a  severe  hre  from  the  enemy,  to  aid  me  in  getting  the  soldiers 
who  were  leaving  the  Lotus  to  join  the  command  from  the  Jacobs. 
The  chaplain  of  the  First  Arkansas  Infantry,  Eev.  Francis  Springer, 
and  Chaplain  Randall,  of  the  Fifty-fourth  U.  S.  Colored,  gave  their  full 
attention  to  the  wounded,  and  Citizen  O.  S.  Dillon  acted  the  part  of 
tireman  at  the  imminent  ])eril  of  his  life.  I  have  received  no  reports 
to  enable  me  to  state  our  loss,  but  have  directed  each  detachment  to 
report  direct.  Quite  a  number  were  killed.  Especial  attention  is  called 
to  Capt.  William  E.  Gear  and  Pilot  Gibson  Morrison,  both  of  the 
steamer  Annie  Jacobs.  These  ofQcers  remained  at  the  wheel  in  the 
pilot  house  until  the  vessel  was  safely  landed  and  promptly  executed 
every  order  I  gave.  A  less  tenacious  determination  would  surely  have 
resulted  in  the  loss  of  the  boats  aiid  the  capture  of  all  on  board. 
Captain  Jaques,  of  the  Lotus,  in  person  attended  to  the  rudder  of  his 
boat,  and  lauded  her  in  safety  above  the  Jacobs.  Private  Vincent  B. 
Osborn,  of  the  Second  Kansas  Cavalry,  had  his  thigh  bone  shattered 
whilst  making  the  cable  of  the  Jacobs  fast  on  shore.  His  leg  was  sub- 
sequently amputated  and  his  life  is  lost.  And  last,  but  not  least,  Maj.  S. 
B.  Hunt,  surgeon-in-chief  of  the  District  of  the  Frontier,  was  wherever 
he  was  needed,  in  danger  and  out  of  danger,  attending  to  the  wounded. 
Nothing  that  I  can  say  can  add  to  his  well-acquired  reputation. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

THOS.  M.  BOWEN, 
Colonel  Thirteenth  Infantry  Kansas   Volunteers. 
Maj.  John  Levering, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  Arkansas. 


No.  3. 


Order  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  B.  Magruder,  C.  ^S.  Army,  commanding  Dis- 
trict of  Arkansas,  of  operations  January  14-17. 

General  Orders,  i  Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

No.  18.  )  Washington,  January  25, 1865. 

The  major-general  commanding  takes  pleasure  in  announcing  to  the 
army  that  Colonel  Brooks,  commanding  Brooks'  brigade,  composed  of 
Brooks'  men  jn-oper,  Newton's  regiment,  and  Stirman's  battalion,  after 
a  long  and  difficult  march  to  the  Arkansas  River,  attacked  a  heavier 
force  of  the  enemy  near  Dardanelle,  drove  him  into  his  works  killinjr 
8,  wounding  19,  and  capturing  2;  loss  on  our  side,  1  killed  and  15 
wounded.  Colonel  Brooks,  hearing  of  the  approach  of  steamers  from 
above,  by  a  forced  march,  with  400  men,  reached  the  proper  point  at 
sunrise  on  the  ICth  instant.  Having  placed  a  piece  of  artillery  and  his 
men  in  ambush,  at  1  o'clock  on  the  17th,  he  permitted  the  leading  boat 
to  come  well  in  range,  when  he  opened  upon  her  with  his  infantry  and 
this  piece.  She  was  raked  from  stem  to  stern  and  soon  surrendered 
She  proved  to  be  the  New  Chippewa.  The  prisoners  consist  of  1  officer 
and  29  men  of  the  Fiftieth  Indiana  and  40  negroes;  also  the  can 
tain,  crew,  and  a  large  number  of  refugee  families  from  Fort  Smith 
Alter  removing  everything  valuable  the  boat  was  fired     The  steamer 
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Annie  Jacobs  next  hove  in  sight.  She  was  immediately  attacked,  and 
the  lire  was  returned  by  the  troops  on  board.  She  attempted  to  destroy 
our  artillerists;  our  artillery,  however,  soon  disabled  her,  and  she 
grounded  upon  an  island.  Here  many  men  [were]  drowned  in  attempt- 
ing to  make  their  escape  to  the  opposite  bank.  During  the  engagement 
with  the  Jacobs  the  Lotus  came  down.  The  troops  on  board  were  driven 
into  the  water  and  she  to  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  where  most  of 
them  escaped,  the  iron  axle  of  one  piece  of  artillery  having  broken. 
Finding  the  boats  too  distant  for  an  efieistive  flie  of  musketry,  Colonel 
Brooks  returned  to  his  camps,  taking  with  him  82  prisoners  and  the 
refugee  families  captured.  Federal  casualties,  27  killed  and  wounded, 
besides  those  who  were  drowned;  our  own  loss,  1  killed  and  15  wounded. 
A  large  quantity  of  the  enemy's  stores  were  destroyed. 

Colonels  Newton  and  Stirman  and  Lieutenant  Lockhart  are  spoken  of 
in  high  terms  by  Colonel  Brooks  in  his  report  of  their  operations.  Infor- 
mation has  also  been  received  from  Maj.  Gen.  M.  M.  Parsons  that 
Captain  Webb,  who  was  ordered  to  destroy  the  enemy's  mills  at  Pine 
Bluff  and  to  rid  the  country  of  graybacks,  has  succeeded — capturing  one 
company,  thirty-seven  strong,  a  number  of  horses,  arms,  &c. 

The  commanding  general  takes  great  pleasure  in  returning  his  thanks 
to  both  ofiQcers  and  men  of  the  several  commands  for  their  gallant  con- 
duct on  this  occasion. 

By  command  of  Mai.  Gen.  J,  B.  Magrudcr: 

EDMUND  P.  TURNER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


JANUARY  2-7,  1865. — Scout  in  Shannon  County,  Mo. 

Reports    of    Capt.   Levi    JS.    Whybark,  Fifth    Missouri    State  Militia 

Cavalry. 

Headquakters  Detachment  Fifth  Cavalry, 

Salem,  Mo.,  January  8,  1865, 

Captain:  I  returned  yesterday  evening  from  a  scout  in  Shannon 
County,  Mo.  I  left  here  Monday  with  forty-flve  men  of  Companies  C, 
D,  M,  Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry.  I  had  information  that 
there  was  a  camp  of  some  eighty  bushwhackers  on  Jack's  Fork,  which 
was  false;  they  camped  in  small  squads,  from  five  to  fifteen  in  a  squad. 
I  scouted  out  Jack's  Fork  Hills  and  found  their  camp ;  were  but  two 
men  in  camp.  We  killed  one  and  got  both  of  their  horses.  On  Birch 
Prairie  we  found  another  squad.  There  we  killed  another.  I  then 
divided  my  men  in  three  squads,  and  scouted  the  whole  county  and  the 
head  of  Jack's  Fork.  I  came  across  a  squad  of  eight  or  ten ;  we  fired 
on  them.  They  returned  fire  and  wounded  one  of  my  men  severely, 
but  I  think  he  will  recover.  There  we  killed  4  and  wounded  2,  who 
made  their  escape.  We  captured  C  horses  and  rig.  I  captured  in  all 
9  horses  and  killed  C  bushwhackers.  I  found  several  camps  in  those 
hills.  1  destroyed  them  and  burned  several  harboring  places.  We 
found  several  pens  of  corn  out  in  those  hills,  five  miles  from  any  farm. 
I  think  that  county  is  scouted  out  more  thoroughly  than  it  ever  was 
since  the  war.  I  was  down  as  far  as  eight  miles  of  Thomasville. 
Freeman  has  disbanded  his  men  till  spring,  and  they  are  scattered  all 
over  the  whole  country  in  small  squads.  Texas  County  is  full.  There 
have  been  several  squads  of  eight  and  ten  [who]  went  u])  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Eolla,  Mo.,  a  few  days  ago.    These  fellows  come  in  and  robthe 
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citizens  of  all  tlieir  horses  and  bedclothiiig  and  meat,  &c.  While  I 
was  gone  down  in  Shannon  County  they  were  in  this  county,  and  robbed 
several  families  of  everything  they  had— did  not  leave  them  anything  in 
the  world,  clothing  or  anything  to  eat.  I  will  send  Captain  Benz  with 
a  squad  of  men  into  Texas  County  to-morrow  morning  to  rout  those 
fellows  that  are  in  that  vicinity.  There  is  no  large  force  this  side  of 
Batesvillo.  If  there  was  a  scout  of  200  or  300  men  sent  down  on  Spring 
Eiver  and  in  Arkansas  it  would  pay,  as  there  is  where  they  take  all 
their  stolen  pro])erty.  Some  of  those  fellows  have  moved  their  families 
back  to  Texas  and  Dent  and  Shannon  Counties.  There  is  plenty  of 
corn  in  Shannon  and  down  in  that  country  to  feed  a  scout  of  300  or  400 
men  by  camping  in  different  places,  and  this  county  will  be  visited  by 
those  fellows  as  long  as  they  are  allowed  to  remain  in  that  country.  I 
will  endeavor  to  keep  them  out  of  this  county  as  well  as  I  can. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  E.  WHYBAEK, 
Captain,  Commanding  Post  Detachment. 
Capt.  C.  Ct.  Laueant, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Bolla  District,  Eolla,  Mo. 


Headquarters  Detachment  Fifth  Cavalry 

Missouri  State  Militia, 

Salem,  Mo.,  January  9,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  returned  from  six  days'  scout  down  in  Shannon  County.  That 
whole  country  is  full  of  rebels,  scouting  in  small  squads,  as  Freeman 
has  disbanded  his  whole  army  until  spring.  Now  they  are  engaged  in 
stealing  and  robbing  the  whole  couutiy.  I  routed  several  camps  of 
them.  We  had  little  skirmishes  with  them  several  times.  We  killed 
G  men  and  captured  9  horses.  I  had  1  man  wounded,  of  Company 
C,  but  not  badly.  I  will  send  Captain  Benz  this  morning  into  Texas 
County,  as  there  are  a  great  many  in  that  vicinity.  While  I  was  gone 
they  came  in  near  Salem,  and  robbed  several  families  of  everything 
they  had.  There  is  no  large  force  this  side  of  Batesville. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  E.  WHYBAEK, 
Captain,  Gommandiwj  Detachment. 
Lieut.  CoL  J.  A.  Eppstein, 

Commanding  Fifth  Cavalry  Missouri  State  Militia. 


JANUARY   2-10,  1865.— Scout   from  Fort  Wingate  to    Sierra  del  Datil 

N.  Mex. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Jose  M.  Sanches,  First  New  Mexico  Cavalry. 

Headquarters, 
Fort  Wingate,  N.  Mex.,  January  19,  1865. 
Capt.  B.  C.  Cutler,  ' 

Assistant  Adjutant-Oenerul,  Department  of  New  Mexico  : 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  report  of  First  Lieut.  Jos6 
M.^Sanches,  Inrst  Cavalry  New  Mexico  Volunteers,  dated  January  15, 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  W    EATON 
Major,  First  Cavalry  Neiv  Mexico  Volunteers,  Commanding  Post. 
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[Inclosure.] 

Fort  Wingate,  N.  Mex., 

January  15,  1865. 
Sir  :  For  the  information  of  the  major  in  command  of  the  post  I  have 
the  honor  to  report  that,  in  pursuance  of  the  instructions  received  on 
the  2d  instant  from  these  headquarters,  I  followed  the  trail  of  the 
Indians  who  during  the  night  previous  had  stolen  a  number  of  sheep 
from  people  residing  near  this  post,  which  trail  I  was  ordered  to  fol- 
low and  to  do  all  in  my  power  to  recover  the  stolen  sheep,  and  if  possible 
to  inflict  severe  punishment  on  the  savages.  After  having  gone  six 
miles  to  the  soutli  of  this  post,  I  discovered  the  trail,  and  followed 
it  by  forced  marches  for  four  days  as  far  as  the  Sierra  del  Datil.  It 
was  impossible  for  me  to  pursue  the  Indians  any  farther,  owing  to  a 
severe  snow-storm  and  to  the  impassableness  of  the  mountains.  I 
encamped  there  two  days  and  sent  eight  of  the  men  under  my  com- 
mand to  reconnoiter  the  other  side  of  the  range,  with  orders  to  try  to 
lind  the  trail,  Avhich  I  had  lost  the  day  before,  and  to  watch  for  smoke 
or  other  signs  of  Indians.  On  their  return  they  informed  me  that  they 
had  not  been  able  to  discover  anything.  Seeing  that  it  was  impossible 
for  me  to  overtake  the  Indians,  I  thought  it  best  to  return  slowly,  allow- 
ing my  animals  to  graze  on  the  way.  I  did  so,  and  on  my  return  march 
had  plenty  of  grass,  water,  and  wood.  My  men  suffered  somewhat 
owing  to  the  scantiness  of  their  rations.  We  lived  on  boiled  wheat  for 
three  days.  This  was  all  we  had  to  suffer  during  the  expedition. 
I  am,  sir,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SANCHES, 
First  Lieut.,  First  New  Mexico  Cavalry,  Commanding  Detachment. 
Second  Lieut.  John  G.  Dkennan, 

First  Cavalry  New  Mexico  Volunteers,  Post  Adjutant. 


JANUARY  4-16,  1865.— Expedition  from  Bloomfield  to  Poplar  Bluff,  Mo., 

and  vicinity. 

Meports  of  Lieut.  William  Rinne,  Second  Missouri  Light  Artillery. 

Bloomfield,  Mo.,  January  14, 1865. 
I  arrived  here  at  1  o'clock  to-day  with  the  command.  Had  to  swim 
the  Saint  Francis  River.  Captain  Cochran  did  not  join  me  at  Poplar 
Bluff,  as  you  directed,  but  affcerwaid  formed  junction  with  me  in  Cher- 
okee. We  killed  19  guerrillas  and  took  5  prisoners.  Lost  our  ambu- 
lance and  wagon  in  the  swamp  between  Current  and  Black  Elvers. 
Have  about  fifty  contraband  horses  and  mules.  It  is  impossible  to 
remain  here  longer  than  one  night;  our  stock  cannot  be  foraged.  I 
will  march  for  the  Cape  to-morrow  unless  you  direct  otherwise.  I  had 
1  man  killed  out  of  my  command,  and  Captain  Cochran  had  1  wounded. 

WILLIAM  EINNE, 
,  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Col.  J.  B.  EOGERS, 

Cape  Girardeau. 

Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  January  18, 1865. 
Sir:  The  command  sent  out  under  Major  Eobbins,  consisting  of 
detachments  of  Companies  A,  1,  and  M,   Second  Cavalry  Missouri 
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State  Militia,  uumberiug  forty-five  nieu,  twenty-five  men  of  the  Second 
Missouri  Artillery,  and  twenty  men  of  tlie  Seventy-ninth  Eegiment 
Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  was  turned  over  to  me  January  4, 1865,  at 
Bloomfield,  Mo.,  by  Majjor  Eobbins,  as  you  directed,  and  I  proceeded 
to  Poplar  Bhitf,  as  ordered.  Captain  Cochran  did  not  join  me  there  as 
you  directed  in  your  instructions  to  me,  the  distance  he  had  to  march 
being  too  great  for  the  short  time  given  him  to  march  it  in.  I  waited 
for  him  thirty-six  hours  and  then  marched  without  him  for  Cherokee 
Bay.  Finding  the  swamps  imi^assable  for  teams,  I  left  my  team  and 
ambulance  at  Poplar  Bluff  with  a  guard  to  protect  them  till  Captain 
Cochran  could  come  up,  when  he  could  move  by  another  route  into  the 
head  of  Cherokee  Bay  and  by  a  better  road,  and  bring  the  teams,  if  he 
desired  to  do  so,  and  where  1  could  join  him.  The  command  1  took 
Avith  me  numbered  seventy  men.  I  crossed  the  swamp  between  Cane 
Creek  and  Current  Eiver  and  then  divided  my  small  force  into  two 
parties.  I  directed  one  party  to  strike  the  bay  near  the  lower  end  at 
the  rebel  Colonel  Eeves',  while  with  the  other  party  I  struck  it  at  the 
upper  end,  directing  the  party  I  sent  in  the  lower  end  of  the  bay  to 
join  me  at  Patterson's,  on  the  bay.  By  these  directions  I  succeeded  in 
surprising  the  rebels,  killing  1!),  wounding  3  severely,  and  capturing  5. 
I  had  1  man  killed,  and  no  other  casualty  to  any  of  the  men  of  my 
command  during  the  expedition.  Among  the  rebels  killed  were  li  offi- 
cers— Lieutenant  Copeland,  Lieutenant  Sooter,  and  Lieutenant  Moore. 
The  two  latter  belonged  to  the  notorious  Captain  Bowles'  company.  The 
killed  and  prisoners  all  belonged  to  Eeves'  command.  We  found  no 
considerable  force  together.  They  were  scattered  over  the  country  in 
small  bands  from  five  to  ten,  not  expecting  a  Federal  force  so  near  at 
hand.  Captain  Cochran  joined  me  on  the  bay,  bringing  up  my  team 
and  ambulance.  I  reported  to  him  for  orders,  when  he  instructed  me, 
after  having  done  all  that  I  could  in  the  bay,  to  return  with  my  com- 
mand to  the  Cape  by  the  same  route  in  which  I  had  entered  the  bay, 
while  he  would  take  a  difi'erent  route,  this  being  necessary,  as  forage 
could  not  be  procured  for  the  whole  command  at  any  one  place.  In 
crossing  from  Lhe  bay  to  Poplar  Bluff  I  lost  my  wagon  and  ambulance, 
drowned  two  mules  and  five  horses.  It  was  impossible  to  get  the 
wagon  or  ambulance  out  of  the  swamp.  Cane  Creek  was  very  high' 
overflowing  its  banks  and  covering  the  whole  face  of  the  country  fo' 
eight  miles  with  water  from  two  to  three  feet  deep,  through  which  the 
command  had  to  march  and  break  their  road  through  ice  from  one  and 
a  half  to  two  inches  thick.  Our  next  trouble  was  in  crossing  the  Sain^ 
Francis  Eiver,  which  we  had  to  swim,  but  which  was  effected  without 
loss  or  accident.  From  there  to  the  Cape  we  had  an  uninterrupted 
march,  where  I  arrived  with  the  command  on  the  16th  instant  havine 
marched  about  SOOmiles  through  swamps,ice,  and  water.  The  command 
sufiered  much  from  cold  by  often  being  compelled  to  swim  their  horses 
and  to  assist  them  when  mired  out  of  the  mud  and  water  The  result 
of  the  expedition  was  19  rebels  killed,  3  severely  wounded,  and  5 
captured;  oO  horses  and  mules  were  captured,  35  of  Avhich  haVe  been 
turned  oyer  to  the  provostrmarshal  at  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo  •  5  head 
drowned  111  the  swamp,  4  head  claimed  by  citizens  and  g  ven  iin  and  fi 
head  stolen  from  the  corral  at  Bloomfield,  Mo  ^ ' 

With  much  respect,  I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant. 

First  Lieutenant,  Second  Missouri  Artillery,  Comdg^i^adment 
Col.  J.  B.   EOGEES. 
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JANXIARY  4-27,  1865.— Expedition  from  Brownsville  to  Augusta,  Ark. 

Report  of  Gol.  WasMngton  F.  Geiger,  Eighth  Missouri  Cavalry,  commamd- 

ing  expedition. 

Headquarters  Third  Brigade, 
Cavalry  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Brownsville,  Arlc,  January  29,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  rejiort,  for  the  information  of  the  general 
commanding,  that,  in  obedience  to  orders  received  from  Brig.  Gen.  B. 
A.  Carr,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  at  the  time  of  their  issue  commanding  the 
District  of  Little  Rock,  dated  December  29, 18(i4, 1  started  from  Browns- 
ville on  Wednesday,  the  4th  instant,  with  a  force  composed  of  detach- 
ments of  the  Eighth  and  Eleventh  Missouri  and  Ninth  Iowa  Cavalry; 
in  all  1,050  effective  men.  The  command  commenced  moving  at  8 
a.  m.  on  the  Brownsville  and  Austin  road;  reached  Austin  at  1.30 
p.  m.,  when  a  short  halt  was  made.  The  day's  march  was  continued 
on  the  Searcy  road  to  a  point  about  four  miles  from  the  former  place, 
where  I  camped  for  the  night,  halting  at  4  p.  m.  The  whole  dis- 
tance traveled  was  fourteen  miles  and  a  half.  The  roads  were  gen- 
erally in  good  condition,  no  difficulty  being  had  in  crossing  wagons, 
except  in  the  wood  near  the  outer  edge  of  the  prairie  near  Brownsville. 
The  weather  was  pleasant.  The  next  morning  I  commenced  moving  at 
7.30  o'clock,  at  which  time  it  commenced  raining,  and  continued  to  rain 
without  cessation  all  day.  The  route  traveled  was  rough  and  toward 
the  latter  part  of  the  day's  march  exceedingly  bad,  the  roads  being 
entirely  covered  with  water  to  the  depth  of  from  six  to  eighteen  inches, 
with  bogs  and  miry  ground.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  bridge  over 
Bull  Bayou  on  the  main  road  was  destroyed  I  was  obliged  to  make  a 
detour  to  the  right  of  about  three  miles  and  to  cross  the  bayou  at  a 
point  by  Davis'  house,  which  was  reached  at  12  m.  Much  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  crossing  on  account  of  the  steep  bank,  muddy  in 
high  stage  of  water,  and  roughness  of  the  bridge.  The  command 
reached  Quarles'  Bridge  at  3  p.  m.,  near  which  point  the  Searcy  road 
was  left,  and  a  road  leading  in  an  east-southeasterly  direction  was  taken 
and  followed  till  5  p.  m.,  when  the  command  encamped  for  the  night  on 
Gooderidge's  plantation.  Owing  to  the  unprecedented  state  of  the 
roads  the  train  could  not  be  brought  through  to  camp,  but  was  forced 
to  remain  at  Watkins',  four  miles  from  Gooderidge's.  It  rained  and 
snowed  incessantly  all  day  and  night,  and  the  roads  were  in  an  almost 
impassable  condition — entirely  so,  in  fact,  for  the  train.  The  distance 
traveled  was  seventeen  miles.  On  the  Gth  of  January,  the  third  day 
out,  the  train,  owing  to  the  almost  impassable  state  of  the  roads,  was 
sent  back  to  Searcy,  and  thence  to  West  Point,  at  which  point  I  arrived 
safely  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  instant.  My  advance  left  camp  for 
West  Point  at  8  a.  m.,  where  it  arrived  at  10  a.  m.,  at  which  hour  also 
the  steamer  Ella,  which  had  been  sent  to  ferry  the  command  across  the 
Eed  River,  arrived.  The  main  column  reached  West  l^oint  at  3.30  p.  m., 
having  left  Gooderidge's  at  12  m.  The  distance  from  this  point  to  West 
Point  is  six  miles  and  a  half  The  road  was  entirely  submerged  and 
the  ground  low,  boggy,  and  swampy.  Immediately  on  my  arrival  I 
made  arrangements  to  cross  the  command  the  next  day,  which  was 
successfully  accomplished  by  2  p.  m.  of  the  8th  instant.  I  then  moved 
up  the  river  road  to  Hitcher's  place,  two  miles  and  a  half  from  West 
Point,  where  I  encamped  for  the  night.  The  road  was  in  good  order 
and  the  weather  exceUeut.    On  the  Oth  instant  the  march  was  resumed 
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at  7.30  a.  m.  I  moved  north  to  a  point  seven  miles  from  West  Point, 
and  northeast,  and  to  the  right  of  Prospect  Bluff,  by  Prince's  house, 
where  the  road  was  in  an  easterly  direction,  leading  to  a  point  on  White 
River  three  miles  from  and  north  of  Hatcher's  Periy. 

Following  the  road,  we  marched  six  miles  and  a  half  and  camped  in 
the  woods.  The  entire  route  from  Prince's  to  camp  was  an  almost 
impassable  swamp,  the  water  in  three  or  four  places  being  so  deep  as  to 
force  the  command  to  swim  their  horses.  After  a  vast  deal  of  trouble 
the  camping  place  was  reached  at  3  p.  m.  It  rained  constantly  all  day 
and  during  the  night,  rendering  the  march  exceedingly  difficult  and 
fatiguing.  Resuming  the  march  the  next  dsiy,  the  10th  instant,  we 
reached  a  point  two  miles  from  Hatcher's  Ferry,  on  the  west  bank  of 
White  River,  at  3  p.  m.,  when  we  encamped  for  the  night,  marching 
nearly  the  entire  distance,  nine  miles,  in  water  from  six  inches  to  four 
feet  deep,  at  times  swimming  our  horses,  and  through  a  low,  miry, 
swampy  country,  in  a  very  severe  snow-storm,  accompanied  by  a  cold 
north  wind,  and  enduring  and  surmounting  hardships  and  difficulties 
caused  by  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  and  the  almost  impassable 
condition  of  the  surrounding  country  and  its  roads  rarely  experienced 
by  troops  in  any  country.  The  next  day,  the  11th  instant,  the  steamers 
Ella  and  Belle  Peoria  being  in  readiness,  I  crossed  the  command  to  the 
east  side  of  White  River,  landing  at  a  point  two  miles  north  of  Augusta. 
The  town  was  occui)ied  at  12  m.,  the  command  encamping  iu  the  grove 
adjoining  the  town,  on  Hough's  place.  The  order  to  "  consume  forage" 
and  "gather  beeves"  we  carried  out  to  the  letter  during  the  entire  time 
the  command  remained  at  Augusta.  Small  bodies  of  troops  were  daily 
sent  out  in  every  direction,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  a  large  niinibcr 
of  beeves  and  bringing  in  or  consuming  great  quantities  of  forage.  We 
remained  at  Augusta  from  the  11th  to  the  24tli  instant,  on  which  day, 
at  8.30  a.  m.,  in  obedience  to  orders  received  at  Brownsville  [from]  the 
general  commanding  on  the  evening  of  the  22d  instant,  I  commenced 
moving  south  to  a  point  opposite  Nigger  Hill,  nineteen  miles  south  of 
Augusta,  where  I  intended  to  cross  the  column  in  order  to  avoid  the 
trouble  and  delay  of  crossing  both  the  White  and  lied  Rivers.  I  sent 
the  train  from  Augusta  to  Nigger  Hill  by  boat,  knowing  that  it  would 
be  well-nigh  impossible  to  cross  it  over  Bayou  Cache,  eight  miles  from 
Augusta,  on  account  of  the  high  stage  of  water,  which  was  so  deep  that 
it  could  only  be  crossed  by  swimming  horses.  Having  seen  the  column 
safely  across  this  bayou,  the  march  was  resumed,  most  of  the  way  on 
the  levee,  until  the  point  opposite  Nigger  Hill  was  reached  at  C  p.  m. 
Failing  to  communicate  with  the  steamer  Ella,  which  left  Augusta  in 
the  morning,  I  camped  on  the  river-bank,  and  commenced  crossing  the 
command  tlie  next  morning,  the  25th  instant,  which  was  successfully 
finished  at  9  a.  m.  on  the  2()th  instant.  Leaving  Nigger  Hill  at  that 
time,  I  moved  the  command  in  a  northwesterly  direction  till  the 
south  bank  of  Red  River  was  reached,  where  the  levee  road  was 
followed  for  seven  miles  to  West  Point,  which  place  was  reached  at 
1.30  p.  m.  Moving  on,  I  camped  for  the  night  on  Burrows'  plantation 
five  miles  and  a  half  from  West  Point  and  four  from  Searcy  The 
next  day  the  march  was  resumed  at  8  a.  m.,  and  the  command  with 
the  exception  of  the  train  and  its  guard,  safely  reached  Browns- 
ville, via  Searcy,  Stony  Point,  and  Austin,  at  11.45  p.  m  havinjr 
marched  forty-seven  miles  in  one  day.  The  train  and  its  guard 
encamped  near  Cypress  Bayou,  and  the  next  day  came  into  Browns 
ville  at  1  p.  m.  No  form  of  the  enemy  was  seen  or  heard  of  except  two 
or  three  small  bodies  on  Crowley's  Ridge  and  below  Clarendon     We 
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captured  7  prisoners,  one  of  tliem  a  lieutenant,  all  of  whom  we  sent  to 
Devall's  Bluff  by  boat.  We  also  captured  407  head  of  cattle,  330  of 
which  number  were  sent  by  boat  to  Devall's  Bluff,  and  the  balance  con- 
sumed or  brought  into  Brownsville.  We  also  captured  and  brought  in 
horses  and  mules.  The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  com- 
mand was,  with  some  exceptions,  generally  good. 

To  the  officers  of  my  staff",  Oapt.  F.  V.  Bnrlock,  Fourth  Arkansas  Cav- 
alry, acting  assistant  adjutant-general ;  Lieut.  J .  J.  See,  Eighth  Missouri 
Cavalry,  acting  aidedecam});  Lieut.  M.  Santee,  Eleventh  Missouri  Cav- 
alry, acting  assistant  quartermaster,  and  Lieut.  T.  B.  Horn,  Eighth 
Missouri  Cavalry,  acting  conimissary  of  subsistence,  I  am  greatly 
indebted  for  the  zeal  and  ability  with  which  they  discharged  their 
respective  duties  at  all  times  during  the  scout,  which  in  every  respect 
was  the  most  fatiguing  and  harassing  one  I  ever  made. 

I  have  the  honor,  lieutenant,  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W.  F.  GEIGEli, 
Colonel  Eighth  Missouri  Cavalry, 
Comdg.  Third  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps. 

Lieut.  W.  A.  Martin, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Cavalry  Division,  lieventh  Army  Corps. 


JANUARY  7,  1865. — Skirmishes  with  Indians  at  Valley  Station  and  Jules. 

burg,  Colo.  Ter. 

RKPOJBTS. 

No.  1. — Maj.   Geu.   Samuel   R.    Curtis,   U.   S.   Army,   eomnianding  Department  of 

Kansas. 
No.  2. — Col.  Thomas  Moonligbt,   Eleveuth   Kansas  Cavalry,  commanding  District 

of  Colorado. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Depart 

ment  of  Kansas. 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans., 

January  9, 1865 — 6.10  p.  m. 
A  large  Indian  force,  estimated  from  500  to  1,500,  attacked  stages  on 
Platte  route  on  the  7th,  and  a  severe  fight  ensued ;  Colonel  Summers 
and  Major  O'Brien  in  command.     Indians  tinally  repulsed.    Our  loss, 
15:  enemy,  .30,  including  chief  commanding. 

S.  E.  CURTIS, 

Major- General. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


No.  2. 


Report  of  Col.  Thomas  Moonlight,  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  commanding 

District  of  Colorado. 

Denver,  January  7,  1865. 
Indians  attacked  train  at  Valley  Station;  burned.     Killed  some  12 
men.    Attacked  train  at  Julesburg.    Were  driven  off.    Two  killed 
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each  side.  Operators  have  left  stations  since.  Unless  troops  are  hur- 
ried out  from  Kearny,  Lyon,  or  some  point,  people  must  starve. 
Immense  excitement.    I  have  no  body  to  re-enforce  with. 

T.  MOONLIGHT, 

Colonel. 

Major-General  Curtis, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. 


JANUARY  7-9,  1865.— Expedition  from  Pine  Bluff,  Ark,  and  skirmish  (9th). 

Report  of  Gapt.  John  W.  Toppass,  Seventh  Missouri  Cavalry. 

Camp  Seventh  Cavalry  Missouri  Volunteers, 

Pine  Bhiff,  Ark.,  January  11,  1865. 
Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  report,  viz: 
Ou  the  evening  of  the  7th  iiistaut  1  received  orders  from  post  head- 
quarters to  take  charge  of  150  men,  consisting  of  50  men  of  the  Thir- 
teenth Illinois  Cavalry,  under  Lieutenant  Kennedy,  and  100  men  of  the 
Seventh  Missouri  Cavalry,  with  Lieutenants  WilUams,  Sanders,  and 
Sliugerland,  and  proceed  in  an  easterly  direction  in  search  of  a  force  of 
rebels  reported  to  have  a  considerable  quantity  of  stock  collected  some 
twenty-five  miles  from  this  place.     We  marched  at  7  p.  m.,  found  the 
roads  very  bad,  and  halted  at  12  o'clock  and  fed  our  horses,  after  having 
marched  about  fifteen  miles,  obtaining  forage  from  Doctor  Jones,  for 
which  I  receipted.    We  resumed  the  march  at  daylight  on  the  morning 
of  the  8th,   and  crossed  Bayou  Wabbaseca  on  a  bridge,  but  before 
getting  to  the  bridge  we  captured  a  rebel  by  the  name  of  Colvin 
Jenkins,  who  is  either  a  rebel  soldier  or  a  member  of  Vaugine's  guerrilla 
band.    I  ascertained  that  the  stock  (which  was  principally  mules)  had 
been  inoved  across  the  Arkansas  liiver,  and  there  had  also  been  a  Fed- 
eral scout  from  Brownsville  in  that  vicinity  a  few  days  previous,  which 
had  scattered  the  rebel  Major  Watkins'  command  in  every  direction. 
Finding  that  1  could  accomplish  nothing  by  going  farther,  I  recrossed 
the  bayou,  crossing  the  men  and  equipments  on  a  raft,  swimming  the 
horses.    We  camped  for  the  night  at  the  plantation  of  Mrs.  Lindsay, 
where  we  obtained  forage,  for  which  I  receipted.    We  marched  at  8 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  9th,  taking  the  direct  road  for  Pine  Bluff, 
and  when  within  twelve  miles  of  this  place  I  detached  Lieut.  J.  W. 
Sanders,  with  twenty -three  men,  besides  fourteen  men  of  the  militia 
with  Summerville,  to  make  a  detour  to  left  of  the  road.     When  I  had 
marched  about  three  miles  and  crossed  Plum  Bayou  at  the  bridge  near 
Mrs.  Davidson's,  I  heard  firing  in  the  direction  that  Lieutenant  Sanders 
had  taken.    I  halted  the  command,  and  sent  Lieutenant  Slingerland 
back  with  thirty  men  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  firing.     I  waited  an 
hour,  and  hearing  no  more  firing  came  on  into  camp,  where  1  arrived 
at  3  p.  m.,  Avithout  any  other  incident  worthy  of  note.     Lieutenant 
Sanders  arrived  in  camp  about  an  hour  later,  and  made  the  following 
,    report : 

After  being  detached  from  your  command  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  I  proceeded 
about  two  miles,  wheu  I  fell  in  with  a  party  of  bushwhackers  (of  Vaueine's  com- 
mand) at  house  of  Mrs.  Milaus.  1  attacked  them  and  drove  them  back  about  fortv 
rods  to  where  Vaugine  and  his  principal  iorce  was,  at  which  place  they  made  a 
charge  on  my  lines,  but  we  succeeded  in  repulsing  them  and  driving  them  back 
about  one-quarter  of  a  mile,  wheu  he  was  re-enforced  by  eighteen  or  twenty  men 
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and  made  another  stand,  but  was  driven  again  and  chased  about  one  mile.  T)ie  loss 
on  the  Bide  of  the  enemy  was  4  killed  on  the  ground  and  4  wounded,  also  8  liorses 
killed  or  wounded  so  as  to  render  them  unfit  for  service.  Our  loss  was  1  man 
wounded  severely,  1  horse  captured,  and  1  shot. 

Curtis,  the  wounded  man,  belonged  to  Company  C,  Seventh  Cavalry 
Missouri  Volunteers,  and  was  left  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Milana. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  TOPPASB, 

Captain,  Seventh  Cavalry  Missouri  Volunteers,  Commanding  licout. 

Lieut.  S.  M.  Cambeen, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Post  Pine  Bluff,  Arl: 


JABTTTARY  7-11, 1866.— Scout  from  Fort  Ellsworth,  Kans. 
Report  of  Sergt.  David  C.  Nettleton,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry. 

Fort  Larned,  Kaks.,  January  12,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  pursuance  of  orders  received  from  district  headquarters, 
organizing-  an  independent  scout  of  twelve  men  under  my  coinmand,  I 
proceeded  from  Fort  Ellsworth  on  the  7th  of  January;  traveled  west 
up  the  Smoky  Hill  twelve  miles  and  turned  northeast  toward  the 
Saline;  passed  Bufialo  Creek,  a  small  stream  with  wood  and  water; 
three  miles  farther  on  came  to  the  Saline  two  miles  above  the  motith  of 
Hill  Creek,  and  camped  for  the  night.  January  8,  traveled  due  west 
up  the  Saline,  passing  through  a  very  rough  country,  with  few  streams 
running  into  the  Saline.  Camped  for  the  night  at  the  mouth  of  quite  a 
large  stream  running  into  the  Saline  from  the  south,  name  not  known; 
water  very  salty.  January  9,  left  the  Saline  and  traveled  southwest; 
came  to  Big  Creek  in  twenty-four  miles,  and  to  tlie  Smoky  Hill  four 
miles  south  of  Big  Creek;  cami)ed  for  the  night  on  the  Smoky  Hill, 
between  sixty  and  sixty-five  miles  above  Fort  Ellswortli  and  twelve 
miles  above  the  mouth  of  Big  Creek.  January  10,  traveled  a  little 
east  of  south,  and  crossed  Walnut  Creek  twenty-two  miles  from  the 
Smoky  Hill;  camped  on  a  dry  branch  of  Walnut  Creek  six  miles 
south.  January  11,  traveled  a  little  east  of  south  and  came  to  the 
military  road  at  Pawnee  liock,  fiftecTi  miles  northeast  of  Fort  Ijarued; 
'country  along  the  Saline  very  rough  and  broken,  but  nearer  the  Smoky 
Hill  it  is  quite  level.  But  little  timber  along  the  Saline,  consisting  of 
scattering  trees  along  the  bank.  Big  Creek  is  well  skirted  with  timber, 
is  six  or  eight  feet  Avide  and  six  inches  deep — a  favorite  camping  ])lace 
for  Indians;  but  few  trees  along  the  Smoky  Hill  where  we  traveled. 
Distance  from  the  Smoky  Hill  to  the  Saline,  fifteen  miles  above  Ells- 
worth, twelve  miles;  from  the  Smoky  Hill  to  the  Saline,  sixty  miles 
above  Ellsworth,  eighteen  miles;  mouth  of  Big  Creek  nearly  due  north 
of  Fort  Larned,  distant  fifty  or  fifty- five  miles.  Not  the  least  sign  of 
Indians  seen  on  the  trip;  buftahj  tolerably  plenty  and  very  tame,  show- 
ing that  they  have  not  been  hunted  by  the  Indians.  Our  scout 
extended  up  the  Saline  and  Smoky  Hill  sixty  miles  Avest  of  Ellsworth, 
and  it  is  hardly  possible  there  are  camps  east  of  the  circuit  taken. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

D.  C.  NETTLBTON, 
Sergeant,  Commanding  Scout 

Col.  James  H.  Fowd. 
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JANUARY  8,  1865.— Action  at  Dove  Creek,  Concho  River,  Tex. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  J).  McAdoo,  Texas  State  Troops. 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Austin,  Tex.,  March  4,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  T.  M.  Jack, 

Assistant  Afljntant- General  : 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith,  for  the  information  of  the 
major-general  commanding,  copy  of  letter  from  Brig.  Gen.  J.  I).  McAdoo, 
commanding  Second  and  Third  Frontier  Districts,  Texas  State  Troops. 
He  has  been  under  orders  from  his  Excellency  Governor  Murrah,  investi- 
gating the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  engaged  in  the  recent  tight 
with  Kansas  Indians  on  the  Concho.  He  makes  some  statements  rela- 
tive to  Captain  Fosset,  commanding  detachment  of  Confederate  troops 
in  that  expedition,  which  will  doubtless  possess  interest  for  General 
Walker.  The  court  of  inquiry  will  probably  make  further  developments, 
of  which  the  major-general  commanding  shall  be  duly  advised. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yours,  respectfully, 

W.  C.  WALSH, 
Acting  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

[Iucl<tsurc.] 

Hdqbs.  2d  and  3d  Frontier  Dists.,  Texas  State  Troops, 

Gatesville,  February  20,  1865. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  verbal 
instructions  from  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  I  came  to  this  place 
several  days  ago  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  facts  relating  to 
the  battle  of  Dove  Creek  on  the  8th  of  last  mouth.  I  have  devoted 
myself  assiduously  to  the  task,  by  full  and  thorough  conference  with  offi- 
cers and  men  who  were  with  the  expedition  under  Captain  Totten,  ot 
the  State  forces,  and  Captain  Fosset,  of  the  Confederate  forces,  and  who 
actively  participated  in  the  battle.    The  substantial  facts,  as  I  have 

gathered  them,  are  about  as  follows :  About  the day  of last, 

Captain  Gillentin,  of  the  Second  Frontier  District,  who  was  out  with  a 
scout  beyond  the  settlements,  reported  to  Major  Erath's  headquar- 
ters that  he  had  discovered  a  large  Indian  trail  crossing  the  Brazos 
Elver  and  going  in  a  southwest  course.  He  asked  for  large  re-en- 
forcements, whereupon  Major  Erivth ordered  Captain  Totten,  the  senior 
captain  of  the  Second  District,  to  proceed  as  soon  as  possible,  with 

about men,  to  re  enforce  Captain  Gillentin  and  follow  the  trail. 

He  did  so,  striking  the  trail  about  where  the  Indians  had  crossed  the 
Brazos  Eiver.  The  trail  was  a  large  one,  and  separated  into  two  trails. 
Captain  Totten  took  the  one  running  nearest  to  the  settlements.  It 
continued  in  a  southwesterly  direction,  diverging  from  the  settlements 
and  pointing  to  the  headwaters  of  the  Concho.  The  other  trail  (said 
to  be  the  larger)  bore  in  a  more  westerly  direction  still  farther  from  the 
settlements.  The  trail  followed,  from  its  general  appearance,  the  num- 
ber of  wigwams  at  the  camping  places,  &c.,  showed  that  the  party  ot 
Indians  numbered  several  hundred.  The  evidences  seemed  abundant 
to  all  with  whom  I  have  conversed  that  they  were  civilized  Indians 
and  there  was  nothing  discovered  that  led  to  the  belief  that  they  were 
unfriendly,  further  than  the  simple  fact  that  they  were  Indians  travel- 
ing upon  the  soil  of  Texas  without  any  notice  being  given  to  the  civil 
or  military  authorities  of  the  country  of  their  presence  in  the  country 
or  of  their  intentions.    The  distancesfrom  their  respective  camps  showed 
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moderate  travel,  and  at  some  of  the  camps  they  had  remained  several 
days.  Here  they  left  signs  of  dressing  great  numbers  of  buffalo  and 
deer  skins,  and  piec.es  of  broken  tableware,  cups  and  saucers,  plates, 
&c.,  scraps  of  calico,  and  other  goods  were  found  about  the  camps.  At 
one  place  a  newly  made  grave  was  found.  The  body  was  exhumed.  It 
was  that  of  a  child  two  or  three  years  old,  well  and  tastefully  dressed. 
The  grave  was  dug  with  a  spade,  and  a  vault  made  similar  to  graves 
I)repared  by  the  whites,  with  a  board  at  the  head.  Captain  Fosset,  of 
the  old  Frontier  Eeginient,  was  in  advance  of  Captain  Totten  on  the 
trail.  On  the  night  of  the  7th  of  January  Captain  Totten  received 
information  by  express  from  Captain  Fosset  that  he  (Fosset)  was 
within  a  few  miles  of  the  Indian  encamiiment,  and  urging  him  to  join 
him  before  daylight  next  morning.  Totten  was  some  thirty-five  miles 
in  the  rear.  He  pressed  forward,  joining  Fosset  early  in  the  day  on 
the  8th.  Fosset  and  his  men  were  in  the  saddle  within  three  miles  of 
the  Indian  camp  when  Totten  arrived.  The  two  commands  halted  but 
a  few  minutes,  during  which  a  brief  conversation  was  had  between  the 
two  commanders,  after  which,  without  any  council  of  war,  without  any 
distribution  of  orders,  without  any  formation  of  a  line  of  battle,  without 
any  preparation,  without  any  inspection  of  the  camj),  without  any  com- 
munication with  the  Indians  or  inquiry  as  to  what  tribe  or  party  they 
belonged  to,  without  any  knowledge  of  their  strengtli  or  position,  the 
command  "  forward"  was  given,  and  a  pell-mell  charge  was  madefor  three 
miles.  Captain  Fosset,  with  the  Confederate  forces,  charged  toward 
the  right  of  the  encampment,  and  Totten,  with  the  State  forces,  charged 
the  left  and  center.  Owing  to  the  roughness  of  the  route  and  the  dis- 
tance to  the  camp,  the  men  were  strung  out  for  ijrobably  a  mile  or  more, 
those  having  the  best  horses  dashing  into  the  camp  first  and  others  as 
they  came  up. 

Tlie  attack  was  a  surprise.  The  Indians  were  generally  in  their  wig- 
wams. No  fire  was  made  by  the  Indians  until  after  they  were  fired 
upon  and  some  of  them  killed.  They  showed  no  disposition  to  fight. 
The  women  were  screaming  about  the  camp,  some  of  them  in  plain 
English  declaring  they  were  friendly.  After  the  first  few  guns  were 
fired  by  our  men  the  Indians  fell  back  into  the  ravines  and  brush  in 
rear  of  the  camp  and  opened  a  fire  upon  our  men  with  the  most  deadly 
effect.  In  a  very  few  minutes  about  fifteen  of  Totten's  men  (four  of 
them  officers)  were  killed  and  about  as  many  wounded.  The  Indians 
were  completely  sheltered  and  Totten  ordered  his  men  to  fall  back.  A 
scattering  fire  was  kept  up  until  late  in  the  evening,  when  our  forces 
retired,  bringing  off' their  wounded  and  leaving  their  dead  on  the  field. 
A  very  heavy  snow  fell  that  night,  and  the  command  moved  very 
slowly  back  toward  the  settlements.  What  part  was  taken  by  Captain 
Fosset,  after  the  separation  of  the  commands  when  the  charge  was 
ordered,  is  unknown  to  me,  except  by  rumor,  as  I  have  seen  no  one  who 
was  with  him  in  the  charge.  I  cannot  learn  that  he  attacked  the  camp 
at  all.  He  seems  to  have  had  a  fight,  a  sort  of  running  fight,  over 
the  Indians'  horses,  which  were  in  a  valley  above  the  camp  when  the 
charge  was  made,  for  he  lost  some  five  men  killed  and  a  number 
wounded.  He  also,  it  is  reported,  lost  nearly  all  the  horses  which  he 
had  taken  from  the  Indians— recaptured.  Some  days  after  the  battle 
Captain  Totten,  with  a  squad  of  men,  returned  to  ascertain  the  move- 
ments of  the  Indians  and  to  bury  the  dead.  He  found  the  camp  aban- 
doned by  the  Indians,  evidently  in  haste,  immediately  after  the  battle. 
They  had  not  buried  their  own  dead,  and  our  men  lay  as  they  had  fallen 
on  the  field— none  of  them  scalped.    Captain  Totten  reports  that  they 
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left  immense  quau titles  of  tlieir  baggage  and  property,  including  several 
hundred  axes,  spades,  and  other  implements  of  husbandry,  and  immense 
numbers  of  buflalo  and  deer  skins.  The  Indians  had  gone  west.  Cap- 
tain Totten  followed  the  trail  until  it  entered  the  plains,  a  distance 
only  of  a  few  miles  Lieutenant  Mulkey,  of  Fosset's  command,  who  was 
with  Fosset  in  the  expedition  but  with  Totten  in  the  charge,  is  of  the 
opinion  that  tbe  Indians  pushed  their  wayprobably  to  the  Pecos  or  possi- 
bly into  Mexico.  He  does  not  tliink  it  possible  for  them  to  have  gone 
northwardly,  their  liorses  being  extremely  poor  and  the  country  being 
entirely  destitute  of  grass.  Lieutenant  Mulkey  is  an  old  Indian  guide, 
of  Indian  descent,  born  and  raised  in  tbe  Cherokee  Nation,  and  is  well 
acquainted  with  Indian  character  and  habits.  He  believes  the  Indians 
to  be  chiefly  Kickapoos,  with  some  adnuxture  of  otlier  tribes.  From 
their  general  outfit  and  movements  he  does  not  believe  they  were 
unfriendly,  and  lie  informs  me  that  he  so  told  Capt.iin  Fosset,  sug- 
gesting to  him  that  they  ought  to  be  communicated  with  before  being 
attacked.  Captain  Fosset  declined  to  communicate  with  them,  saying 
that  he  recognized  no  friendly  Indians  on  the  Texas  frontier.  I  met 
with  many  rumors  before  my  arrival  liere  that  flags  of  truce  raised  by 
the  Indians  had  been  disregarded  and  their  bearei's  shot  down  in  cold 
blood.  I  have  met  no  one  who  saw  any  flags  of  truce,  but  it  is  currently 
reported,  as  on  good  authority,  that  an  Indian  went  out  from  the  encamp- 
ment with  two  children  to  Captain  Fosset  where  he  and  his  command 
had  taken  some  of  the  Indian  horses,  and  unarmed,  with  his  hands 
raised,  told  Captain  Fosset  that  they  were  friendly  Indians,  and  that 
if  he  would  see  their  principal  chief  all  things  would  be  made  satisfac- 
tory. Fosset  told  the  Indian  he  recognized  no  friendly  Indians  in 
Texas.  The  Indian  then  told  him  he  was  his  prisoner.  Fosset's 
reply  was,  "  We  take  no  prisoners  here,"  and  thereupon  ordered  him 
shot,  which  was  done.  He  also,  it  is  said,  ordered  the  children 
shot,  but  the  men  interposed  and  they  were  taken  as  prisoners,  though 
they  subsequently  made  their  escape  in  the  retreat.  This  Indian  who 
was  shot  by  Fosset's  order  is  said  to  have  been  a  Pottawatomie,  and  to 
have  had  a  pass  signed  ''  W.  M.  Eoss,  agent  of  the  Pottawatomies," 
authorizing  the  bearer  "  to  hunt  until  February  4,  186.5."  He  showed 
his  pass  to  Fosset  before  he  was  shot. 

In  the  partial  investigation  I  have  been  able  to  make  of  the  affair  I 
have  deemed  it  due  to  the  public,  service  to  order  a  court  of  inquiry  in 
regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  engaged  in  tlie  ba.ttle. 
The  court  will  meet  at  Lampasas  Springs  on  the  1.5th  of  March  next! 
It  woidd  be  proper  for  me  to  state  that  although  tbe  general  public 
opinion  is,  among  those  who  were  in  the  expedition  and  others 
acquainted  with  the  facts,  the  Indians  were  friendly,  or  at  least  were 
on  no  hostile  errand,  yet,  in  connection  with  rumors  which  have  some 
time  been  rife  that  Kansas  jayhawkers,  with  Indian  allies,  were 
expected  on  this  frontier  this  spring,  it  is  supposed  by  some  that  these 
Indians  may  have  been  a  ])ioueer  or  si)y  expedition  preparatory  to  the 
spring  operations.  I  am  informed  by  Major  Erath  that  Bri'o-  Gen 
H.  E.  McCulloch,  commanding  Confederate  forces  on  the  Northern  Sub' 
District  of  Texas,  as  well  as  Brigadier-General  Throckmorton  com 
manding  First  _Frontier  District,  Texas  State  Troops,  anticipates  raids 
upon  this  frontier  as  above  indicated,  from  information  in  his  posses- 
sion deemed  reliable.  My  own  opinion  is,  from  the  route  these  Indians 
were  traveling  their  having  their  families  and  apparently  their  entire 
property  with  them,  that  they  were  a  moving  party,  probably  eoine  to 
Mexico  to  escape  the  turmoil  of  the  present  war.    They  were  outside 
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of  our  settlements  and  still  diverging  in  their  course  from  them. 
There  were  no  evidences  showing  that  any  parties  were  being  sent  in 
the  direction  of  the  settlements,  and  indeed  nothing  about  their  move- 
ments to  excite  suspicion  except  the  fact  of  their  presence  in  the 
country  unexplained.  And  I  consider  the  attack  u])on  tlieni  without  a 
parley  as  extremely  unfortunate,  if  not  culpable.  I  shall  keep  scouts 
out  to  watch  for  their  reappearance  upon  this  line,  and  to  ascertain,  if 
possible,  where  they  have  gone.  If  they  should  be  found,  I  shall 
endeavor  to  open  communication  with  them,  learn  their  true  character, 
and  if  they  are  found  to  be  friendly  or  disposed  to  be  so,  take  the  nec- 
essary steps  in  the  premises. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  I).  McADOO, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
Col.  John  Burke, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Austin. 


Burnet,  Tex.,  February  28, 1865. 
Colonel:  Since  my  communication  of  the  20th  instant,  in  reference 
to  the  late  battle  with  the  Indians  on  Dove  Creek,  I  have  seen  Captain 
Mulliiis,  of  Coleman  County,  who  had  been  sent  out  with  about  100 
men  from  the  Second  Frontier  District  to  ascertain,if  possible,  the  (jourse 
the  Indians  had  taken  and  their  whereabouts.  He  went  as  far  as  the 
head  of  the  South  Concho,  but,  the  horses  becoming  entirely  broken 
down  and  starved,  he  was  forced  to  return  without  making  any  discov- 
eries. The  winter  has  been  so  severe  in  that  elevated  mountain 
country  that  the  grass  is  entirely  destroyed.  Captain  Mullins  believes, 
from  a  statement  made  to  him  by  a  man  by  the  name  of  Tankersley, 
living  on  the  Concho,  some  fifteen  miles  from  the  battle-field,  that  the 
Indians  had  returned  to  the  northward.  The  trail,  I  am  satisfied, 
however,  had  not  been  followed  sufficiently  far  to  indicate  the  direction 
they  had  taken ;  and  I,  in  the  absence  of  authentic  information,  should 
rely  more  upon  the  opinion  of  Lieutenant  Mulkey,  that  they  had  gone 
in  the  direction  of  Mexico.  On  my  arrival  here  this  afternoon  1 
received  a  letter  from  Maj.  John  Henry  Brown,  commanding  Third 
Frontier  District,  dated  Fredericksburg,  February  21,  in  M'^hich  he  says 
young  Hester,  of  Mason,  who  is  vouched  for  as  trustworthy,  has  arrived 
here  from  Eagle  Pass,  He  states  that  he  saw  and  conversed  with 
those  Concho  Kickapoos  in  Piedras  Negras.  The  Indians  repeated 
their  friendly  intentions;  said  that  when  our  men  appeared  they  sent 
a  woman  with  a  child  out  with  a  white  flag ;  that  our  men  killed  the 
woman  and  compelled  them  to  fight;  that  their  total  loss  was  11  killed 
and  7  wounded.  The  Indians  expressed  the  opinion  to  Hester  that  the 
men  who  attacked  them  were  lawless  men,  desirous  of  plunder,  and 
not  authorized  by  the  Government,  &c.  They  were  buying  some  sup- 
plies, and  said  they  were  going  farther — into  Mexico.  Though  I  do  not 
know  young  Hester,  I  am  free  to  say  that,  from  all  the  information  I 
have  been  able  to  gather  in  reference  to  these  Indians,  I  regard  his 
story  as  very  jn'obably  true.  I  think  the  Indians  were  originally  going 
to  Mexico,  and  that  they  actually  did  go  there  after  the  fight.  What 
shall  be  done?  These  Indians  ought  to  be  communicated  with.  If 
they  are  what  they  represent  themselves  to  be,  would  it  not  be  well 
for  a  commissioner  to  be  sent  to  Mexico  to  hunt  them  up  and  confer 
with  them?    Though  these  Indians  may  not  believe  the  attack  made 
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upon  them  was  authorized  by  Government,  yet,  if  unexplained  by  Gov- 
ernment, and  no  efibrt  is  made  to  explain  to  them  the  i)osition  of  the 
Government,  it  is  greatly  to  be  feared  that  they  Avill  return  to  avenge 
their  losses  in  the  attack.  The  fate  of  this  frontier  may  in  a  great 
measure  depend  upon  an  amicable  treaty  with  them.  I  am  now 
en  route  for  my  headquarters  at  Fredericksburg. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  McADOO, 
Brig.  Gen.,  Oomdg.  2d  and  3d  Frontier  J)ists.,  Texas  State  Troops. 

Col.  John  Burke, 

Adjutant  and  Insjjector  Oeneral,  Austin. 


JAKUARY  9-11,  1865. — Skirmishes  in  Texas  County,  Mo. 

Report  of  Brig.  Oen.  Egbert  B.  Brown,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  District 

of  Holla. 

EoLLA,  Mo.,  January  16, 1865 — i.40  p.  m. 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Capt.  William  Monks,  Sixteenth  Mis- 
souri Cavalry,  had  several  skirmishes  with  Yeates'  band  of  guerrillas 
in  Texas  County  on  the  9th,  lOtli,  and  11th  instant,  in  which  he 
killed  9  and  wounded  1.  The  wounded  guerrilla  escaped.  Captain 
Monks'  jnen  must  be  good  marksmen,  as  it  is  seldom  so  large  a  propor- 
tion of  hits  prove  fatal. 

E.  B.  BROWN, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
Maj.  J.  W.  Barnes, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


JANUARY  10,  1865.— Skirmish  near  Glasgow,  Mo. 

REFORTS. 

No.  1.— Capt.  Tliomas  B.  Reed,  Nintli  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

No.  2.— Capt.  Alex.-iuder  Denny,  Forty-sixth  Tnlautry  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia. 

No.  3. — Lieut.  Thomas  Gannon,  Ninth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

E^ort  of  Capt.  Thomas  B.  Meed,  Ninth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

HEAT)(JUARTERS, 

Glasgow,  Mo.,  January  17,  1SG5. 
Captain:   I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  official  reports  of  Captain 
Denny  and  Lieutenant  Gannon  of  their  recent  scout  after  Jackson  and 
his  band.    The  killing  of  Forte  Campbell,  near  Fayette,  the  arrest  of 
Mrs.  Fanny  Duff,  lier  exposition  and  the  arrest  and  rigid  examination 
of  other  parties  more  or  less  in  sympathy  with  J'ackson  and  his  band 
m  connection  with  a  thorough  scouring  of  the  country  by  small  squads 
m  search  of  the  wounded  brigand,  caused  his  hasty  removal  and  a 
timely  re])ort  of  that  removal.     The  killing  of  his  escort  and  the  excit 
ing  chase  that  ensued  are  fully  shown  by  accompauyiu"'  reports  '  1 
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would  respectfully  ask  you  to  approve  the  distributiou  of  the  captured 
revolvers  and  money,  made  by  Lieutenant  Gannon  among  those 
engaged  in  the  chase  after  Eobinson  and  Jackson.  It  may  be  reason- 
ably hoped  the  earth  is  forever  rid  of  this  monster,  and  this  recogni- 
tion of  their  services  would  seem  to  be  an  appropriate  reward. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  B.  EEBl), 
Capt.,  Gomdg.  Sub-Dist.  Howard,  Itandolph,  mid  Chariton  Countien. 

Capt.  G.  A.  HoLLOWAY, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  District  of  North  Missouri,  Macon,  Mo. 


No.  2. 


Report  of  Capt.  Alexander  Benny,  Forty-sixth  Infantry  Unrolled  Mis- 
souri Militia. 

Headquarters, 
BoanoVe,  January  14, 1865. 
I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  your  honor  tiie  following  report  of  a  recent 
scout  after  the  notorious  Jackson  and  band,  which  resulted  in  the  kill- 
ing of  Gray  Brown  and  John  liobiuson,  of  said  band,  Jackson  alone 
escaping  to  tell  the  tale,  though  hatless  and  bootless  and  badly  wounded. 
At  midnight  on  Monday  night,  the  9th  instant,  I  received  information 
that  two  of  Jackson's  men  were  seen  at  9  p.  m.  same  night,  in  Chariton 
County,  three  miles  north  of  Switzler's  Mill.  From  the  information 
received  I  had  reason  to  believe  they  were  making  for  Persia  [Perche] 
or  Boons  Lick  Hills.  Determined  to  head  them  off  if  possible,  I  gath- 
ered ten  men  and  hastened  to  the  junction  of  the  jjlank  and  Keytesville 
roads.  From  this  ijoint  I  sent  a  dispatch  to  Captain  Eeed,  Ninth  Mis- 
souri State  Militia,  at  Glasgow,  instructing  him  to  send  out  on  the  road 
leading  to  Haze's  Bridge,  on  East  Fork  of  Chariton,  to  act  in  concert 
with  myself,  after  which  I  took  the  Keytesville  road.  In  less  than  a 
mile  from  the  plank  road  I  came  upoji  Jackson  and  two  of  his  men  at 
the  crossing  of  the  creek  near  William  Eddiugs',  six  miles  east  of  Glas- 
gow. It  being  cloudy  and  in  the  timber,  I  got  within  thirty  yards  of 
the  enemy  before  I  discovered  them.  After  hailing  him  several  times 
without  any  resiionse,  I  dismounted  my  men  and  opened  a  brisk  fire, 
which  drove  the  enemy  from  the  creek,  firing  back  as  they  retreated. 
Jackson's  horse  was  killed  from  under  him.  A  little  farther  on  Gray 
Brown  fell  from  his  hosse,  mortally  wounded.  Jackson  here  mounted 
Brown's  horse,  and  he  and  Eobinson  made  their  escape  into  the  woods 
and  hills.  I  concluded  to  remain  there  until  daylight  and  take  the 
trail.  Sent  a  second  dispatch  to  Captain  Eeed  informing  him  of  what 
had  taken  place  and  ray  intentions.  At  daylight  I  was  promptly  joined  by 
Lieutenant  Gannon  and  some  twenty  men  of  Captain  Keed's  command, 
when  the  hounds  took  the  trail,  which  was  difficult  to  follow,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  scarcity  of  snow,  especially  after  the  trail  struck  the 
Fayette  and  Glasgow  road.  Consequently  the  men  were  scattered  and 
divided  into  different  squads,  all  eager  for  the  chase.  At  1  o'clock 
Lieutenant  Scarf,  of  my  company,  and  Lieutenant  Gannon,  with  some 
eight  or  ten  men  belonging  to  mine  and  Captain  Eeed's  command,  all 
of  whom  deserve  great  credit,  came  upon  Jackson  and  Eobinson  at  the 
house  of  one  Johnson,  some  ten  miles  of  Glasgow,  in  the  Boons  Lick 


32  LOUISIANA   AND    THE   TRANS-MISSISSIPPI.  [Chap.  LX. 

Hills.  Pushed  them  so  close  that  Jackson  left  his  boots.  Here  a  run- 
niug  light  kept  up  uutil  they  reached  the  brush,  where  Kobinson  was 
killed  and  his  horse  captured.  Jackson  was  hotly  pursued  until  night 
set  in,  when  Lieutenant  Gannon  sent  a  dispatch  to  Fayette,  which  was 
promptly  responded  to  by  Lieutenant  Williams  with  a  squad  of  men, 
who  took  tlie  trail  next  morning  at  daylight,  but  with  what  success  I 
have  not  learned.  We  captured  from  the  enemy  2  horses,  2  saddles 
and  rigging,  1  sleigh  and  harness,  1  fine  gold  watch,  7  revolvers,  hats, 
blankets,  and  many  other  things  of  less  value;  also,  $75  or  $80  in 
greenbacks.  I  feel  that  much  credit  is  due  Captaiu  lieed  and  Lieuten- 
ant Gannon  and  the  jnen  under  his  command  for  their  prompt  action; 
also.  Lieutenant  Scarf  and  the  men  of  my  command— in  fact,  all  did 
their  duty  nobly,  for  which  both  officers  and  men  have  my  sincere 
thanks. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  DENNY, 

Cnpt.  Company  F,  i6th  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  Comdg.  Post. 


No.  3. 
Report  of  Lieut.  Thomas  Gannon,  Ninth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Glasgow,  Mo.,  January  12, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  result  of  a  scout  sent  out  by  you 
from  these  headquarters  at  5  a.  m.  on  the  10th  instant.  I  proceeded, 
as  directed,  to  the  house  of  William  Eddings,  about  six  miles  north  of 
this  place,  where  1  met  Capt.  A.  Denny,  Company  F,  Forty-sixth 
Eegiment  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  with  about  ten  men  of  his  com- 
pany. He  stated  that  he  had  a  tight  with  bushwhackers,  three  or  four 
in  number;  that  he  killed  one  of  them,  Gray  Brown,  and  that  the 
bushwhackers  had  one  wounded  man  with  them,  as  they  had  a  horse 
and  sleigh,  by  which  they  hauled  him,  and  that  during  the  firing  the 
man  got  out  and  the  horse  turned  around  and  ran  back  in  the  direction 
from  which  he  came.  At  daylight  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Lehman,  Com- 
pany H,  Ninth  Cavalry  Missouri  Militia,  to  proceed  with  fifteen  men 
and  get  the  horse  and  sleigh  and  any  articles  that  might  be  therewith, 
and  to  send  them  to  headquarters,  Glasgow,  Mo.,  and  then  to  proceed 
in  a  northwesterly  direction  in  pursuit  of  the  bushwhackers.  I  pro- 
ceeded myself,  with  fifteen  men  of  Company  G,  Ninth  Cavalry  Missouri 
State  Militia,  and  Captain  Denny  and  squad.  We  followed  the  track  with 
ditticulty  for  about  a  mile,  when  we  lost  it.  I  then  divided  the  detach- 
ment into  small  squads  and  moved  in  an  easterly  direction.  I  came 
upon  the  track  again  leading  into  a  road.  I  had  then  with  me  Lieuten- 
ant Scarf,  Forty-sixth  Eegiment  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  with  three 
of  his  men,  and  four  men  of  Company  G,  Ninth  Cavalry  Missouri 
State  Militia.  I  hurried  in  a  gallop  and  came  in  sight  of  the  bush- 
whackers (two)  at  12  m.  They  were  running  from  a  house.  I  gave 
chase  and  came  upon  them  while  one  of  them  was  throwing  down  the 
fence.  I  had  then  but  one  man  (Lieutenant  Scarf)  with  me  The 
others'  horses  being  nearly  given  out,  could  not  keep  up  with  us  We 
exchanged  about  eight  shots.  When  five  of  my  men  came  up  I  ordered 
a  charge  by  them.  The  one  dismounted  (Robinson)  could  not  recover 
his  horse,  and  ran  into  the  woods  on  foot.    I  pursued  them  about  a  mile 
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through  a  brushy  woods  and  came  upou  them  while  crossing  a  ravine. 
I  shot  one  of  them  (Eobiuson)  dead,  and  pursued  the  other  (Jackson) 
until  night,  when  I  could  not  keep  his  track.  I  camped  and  sent  a 
dispatch  to  Fayette  for  a  squad  of  men,  which  arrived  about  11  p,  m 
Lieutenant  Williams,  Company  A,  Ninth  Cavalry  Missouri  State 
Militia,  in  command.  The  following  morning  at  daylight  I  started 
them  on  the  track,  myself  and  squad  returning  to  this  post.  Jackson 
is  severely  wounded.  I  got  a  statement  from  two  persons  that  the 
blood  was  running  down  his  left  leg  and  that  he  could  not  use  his  right 
foot  in  the  stirrup.  Ho  was  barefooted  and  bareheaded.  I  found  on 
the  body  of  Eobinson  as  follows :  Belt  and  G  revolvers,  4  portemon- 
naies,  containing  in  all  $72.25;  2  pocketknives,  1  pocket  compass,  1 
gold  pen  and  silver  holder,  and  the  likenesses  of  two  young  ladies.  I 
aJso  got  the  hat  and  boots  of  Jackson,  all  of  which  effects  I  equally 
divided  among  the  few  enlisted  men  that  were  with  me  during  the 
chase.  Their  names  are  as  follows:  Sergeant  Eice,  Trivates  Hayden 
and  Shepherd,  Company  G,  Ninth  Cavalry  Missouri  State  Militia,  and 
two  privates  Company  F,  Forty- sixth  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  GANNON, 
1st  Lieut.  Company  G,  9th  Cav.  Missouri  State  Militia,  Gomdg.  Scout. 

Capt.  Thomas  B.  Eeed, 

Commanding  Sub-District. 


JANUAEY  11,  1865.— Skirmish  near  Lexington,  Mo. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Col.  John  F.  Philips,  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  commanding 

District  of  Central  Missouri. 
No.  2. — Capt.  William  Meredith,  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Col.  John  F.  Philips,  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 
commanding  District  of  Central  Missouri, 

Headquarters  District  of  Central  Missouri, 

Warrensburg,  January  12,  1865. 
A  squad  of  bushwackers  made  their  appearance  near  Lexington 
yesterday.  Command  at  Lexington  whipped  them  and  drove  them 
west.  Another  band  is  reported  in  river  bottom  below  Waverly.  I 
have  my  available  cavalry  already  in  these  localities  and  they  are 
hunting  them  diligently.  Have  ordered  one  more  squadron  to  Lexing- 
ton, and  shall  make  La  Fayette  and  Saline  too  hot  for  those  bauds  and 
those  who  feed  and  succor  them. 

JNO.  F.  PHILIPS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  District. 

Major-General  Dodge, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis. 
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Ifo.  2. 
Report  of  Gap.  William  Meredith,  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Lexington,  January  12, 1865. 
Yesterday  guerrillas  made  their  appearance  at  Lawyer  Green's,  on 
south  edge  of  town,  fired  into  the  house,  and  left,  going  south  on 
Greeutou  road.  Lieutenant  Williams,  with  fifteen  men  went  in  pursuit. 
Came  up  with  them  five  miles  from  town.  Guerrillas  charged  on 
advance,  but  were  repulsed.  Fell  back  stubbornly,  and  would  form 
and  fight  at  every  suitable  place;  run  as  soon  as  our  boys  would  charge 
on  them.  A  running  fight  was  kept  up  for  one  mile.  Our  boys  ran 
out  of  ammunition  and  returned  to  camp.  The  enemy  were  going  in 
direction  of  Greenton.  There  were  fifteen  in  the  squad  that  we  had 
the  fight-  with.  Another  squad  on  the  old  Independence  road,  i  hear 
of  them  in  small  squads  in  diflerent  directlojis.  Quantnll  reported 
with  100  men  in  bottom  below  Waverly.    No  casualties  on  our  side. 

Captain,  Commanding,  &c. 

Colonel  Philips, 

Commanding. 


JANUAKY  11-13,  1865.— Expeditions  from  Helena,  Ark.,  to  Harbert's  Plan- 
tation, Miss. 

Reports  of  Gapt.  Mi  Ramsey,  Sixtieth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops. 

Hdqes.  Company  C,  Sixtieth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry, 

January  14,  1865. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  orders 
received  from  the  general  commanding,  on  the  11th  day  of  January, 
1865, 1  embarked  at  8  p.  m.,  on  the  steamer  Dove,  with  two  commis- 
sioned ofBcers  and  fifty  men  of  Company  C,  Sixtieth  TJ.  S.  Colored 
Infantry;  also  one  lieutenant  and  twelve  men  of  the  Eighty-seventh 
Illinois  Mounted    Infantry,  under  my  command;    proceeded  up  the 
Mississippi  liiver,  landing  on  the  Mississijjpi  shore  about  fifteen  miles 
above  Helena,  between  McNeal's  and  Harbert's  plantations.    We  put 
ashore  our  infantry,  the  boat  anchoring  ofl',  with  instructions  to  the 
lieutenant  commanding  mounted  infantry  to  move  up  to  Harbert's  in 
one  hour.    I  marched  the  infantry  around  out  into  the  country  about 
four  miles.    Came  up  in  the  rear  of  Harbert's  place,  surrounding  it,  to 
capture  "Willis  Harbert,  a  deserter  (colored).    Hearing  the  dogs  bark 
near  where  we  passed  at  a  plantation  below  he  mounted  his  horse  and 
left  one-half  hour  before  we  came  up.     I  then  assembled  the  forces  and 
proceeded  to  the  river-bank,  the  boat  having  arrived  in  due  time.     We 
stationed  our  pickets  and  bivouacked  on  the  bank  for  the  night.     In 
the  meantime  the  mounted  men  came  ashore  and  accompanied  nie  to 
Mr.  Owens'  residence,  some  six  miles  distant,  in  search  of  Government 
horses  said  to  be  in  his  possession.    They  were   not  at  his  house. 
Ordered  him  to  See  that  they  were  brought  in  the  next  day.    Returned 
to  the  boat  about  4  a.  m.  12th  January,  1865.    The  men  suffered  from 
cold  considerably  during  the  night,  although  they  had  fires.    As  soon 
as  morning  dawned  I  made  a  detail  to  go  to  the  barns  on  the  Harbert 
place  to  load  and  haul  in  corn,  using  an  ox  team  and  wagon  on  the 
jilace  for  that  purpose.     Hauled  till  about  1  ]».  ra.,  and  got  in  about  200 
bushels  of  corn  in  the  shuck.    About  12.30  p.  m.  Mr.  Owens  came"in 
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in  company  with  Mr,  Bostick.  The  four  United  States  Government 
horses  I  ordered  came  in  soon  after.  Learned  that  one  Stone  had  been 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Austin  selling  ammunition,  but  was  not  there  now. 
Having  accomplished  all  that  was  in  my  power  to  do  in  carrying  out 
my  instructions,  1  moved  up  above  the  wreck  of  the  steamer  Diligent 
and  had  some  plank,  the  remains  of  an  old  cotton  boat,  put  on  board. 
Then,  re-embarking  my  troops,  returned  to  Helena,  arriving  here  about 
3  p.  m.  12th  January,  1865. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELI  EAMSET, 
Captain,  Sixtieth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  Commanding  Expedition. 

Gapt.  T.  0.  Meatyabd, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  District  of  Eastern  Arhansas. 


Hdqrs.  Company  G,  Sixtieth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry, 

Helena,  Arlc,  January  14, 1865. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  orders 
received  from  the  general  commanding,  I  embarked  with  one  commis- 
sioned officer  and  forty  men  of  Company  C,  Sixtieth  U.  S.  Colored 
Infantry,  and  one  commissioned  officer  and  twenty  men  of  the  Eighty- 
seventh  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry,  under  my  command,  at  9  p.  m. 
12th  January,  1865,  on  board  steamer  Dove;  proceeded  up  the  Mis- 
sissippi River,  landing  ou  the  Mississippi  shore  about  two  miles  below 
Harbert's  plantation,  landing  the  mounted  infantry  and  dashed  up 
to  the  Harbert  place,  surrounding  it,  to  try  and  capture  one  Willis 
Harbert,  colored  deserter.  Found  him  out  in  a  corncrib,  about  one 
mile  from  the  place,  asleep,  with  a  horse  saddled  outside,  ready  for  him 
to  escape  if  in  danger  of  capture.  Eeturning  to  the  landing  at  Har- 
bert's, the  boat  had  arrived.  Stationed  my  pickets,  the  troops  remaining 
on  board  during  the  night.  At  daylight  the  infantry  were  ordered  on 
shore,  and  two  army  wagons  and  teams  which  I  took  up,  and  they 
commenced  hauling  in  the  corn  on  the  place.  During  the  day  two 
white  families  and  one  colored,  refugees,  desiring  to  come  within  the 
lines  of  the  Union  army,  came  aboard ;  all  of  their  effects  were  brought 
in  and  the  cotton  they  had  raised  during  the  season.  About  500  bush- 
els of  corn  were  got  in  during  the  day,  of  which  200  bushels  belonged 
to  a  Mr.  Bond,  one  of  the  refugees  brought  down.  I  believe  him  to  be 
a  loyal  man.  We  re-embarked  our  troops  at  nightfall  and  returned  to 
Helena. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELI  EAMSEY, 

Captain,  Sixtieth  U.  8.  Colored  Infantry,  Commanding  Expedition. 

Capt.  T.  G.  Me  AT  YARD, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas. 


JANUAKY  11-21,  1865.— Scout  from  Fort  Wingate  to  Sierra  del  Datil  and 

vicinity,  N.  Mex. 

Report  of  Capt.  Nicholas  Hodt,  First  Wew  Mexico  Cavalry. 

Fort  Wingate,  K.  Mex.,  January  22, 1865. 
Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  the  information  of  the 
major  commanding  ])ost,  that  in  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No. 
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7,  dated  headquarters  Fort  Wingate,  K.  Mex.,  January  10,  1865, 1  left 
this  post  on  the  11th  of  the  same  month  with  Second  Lieut.  George  0. 
Strong,  First  Cavalry  New  Mexico  Volunteers,  four  non-commissioned 
officers,  thirty-six  privates,  and  a  citizen  guide,  and  proceeded  in  the 
direction  of  the  Rito  Quemado,  llio  del  Mangos,  and  Sierra  del  Datil, 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining,  if  possible,  whether  any  parties  of 
Indians  had  passed  those  places  toward  the  Eio  Grande  del  Norte. 
On  the  fourth  day  out  I  camped  within  six  or  seven  miles  of  Kito 
Quemado,  and  at  2  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  next  day  sent  a  party 
forward  to  see  if  there  was  any  signs  of  Indians  at  that  place.  At 
daylight  I  followed  on  with  the  remainder  of  the  command,  and  arrived 
at  Eito  Quemado  about  8  a.  m.  The  party  in  advance  had  come  onto 
the  tracks  of  four  horses  at  this  place,  which  looked  to  be  about  six 
days  old,  and  going  in  an  easterly  direction  toward  the  Sierra  del 
Datil.  I  did  not  follow  this  trail,  as  I  wished  to  go  to  the  Rio  del 
Mangos,  which  lay  farther  south.  Camped  in  a  caiion  for  the  night, 
about  four  miles  from  Eito  Quemado.  Next  day  went  to  Eio  del 
Mangos.  At  this  place  there  was  no  indication  whatever  of  any  one 
having  lately  passed.  Next  morning  started  for  Sierra  del  Datil, 
traveling  in  a  northeast  direction.  At  about  3  p.  m.  came  upon  the 
trail  of  four  horses  going  in  the  direction  of  Eito  Quemado.  This  trail 
was  fresh,  not  looking  to  be  over  one  day  old,  and  probably  the  same 
party  (on  their  return),  whose  trail  I  had  crossed  two  days  before  at 
Eito  Quemado.  For  fear  they  might  be  spies  sent  forward,  and  that  a 
larger  party  might  be  coming,  I  determined  to  take  their  trail  and  fol- 
low it  back,  Avhich  I  did,  traveling  most  of  the  night.  The  next  morn- 
ing I  came  to  where  they  had  been  encamped.  Here  I  became  satisfied 
that  this  was  the  only  party,  or  if  there  were  more  they  had  no  stock, 
for  in  several  places  I  found  rat-holes,  which  they  had  dug  into  and 
where  their  fire  had  been,  indicated  that  they  were  living  upon  that 
animal,  which  would  not  be  the  case  if  they  were  returning  with  stock. 
I  thought  it  would  be  useless  to  follow  this  trail  any  farther,  and  would 
return  to  the  post.  Taking  a  northeast  course,  I  crossed  the  Sierra  del 
Datil,  passing  LaCebolletta  and  arrived  at  the  post  on  the  21st  instant, 
having  been  absent  eleven  days  and  traveled,  as  near  as  I  can  calculate, 
181  miles.  I  am  satisfied  that  no  parties  of  Indians,  except  those 
mentioned  before,  have  passed  either  way. 

I  am,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

NICHOLAS  HODT, 
Captain,  First  Cavalry  New  Mexico   Volunteers. 

Lieut.  J.  G.  Drennan, 

First  Cavalry  New  Mexico  Volunteers  and  Post  Adjutant. 

[ladorsement.  ] 

Pebkuaey  3,  1865. 
EespectfuUy  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  department  com 
mander.    It  appears  that  no  large  party  of  Navajoes  went  to  the  river 
between  Eito  Quemado  or  Eio  del  Mangos  and  this  post.    If  auv  did 
go  they  must  have  passed  south  of  Sierra  del  Mangos. 

E.  W   EATON 
Major,  First  Cavalry  Neio  Mexico  Volunteers,  Commanding  Post. 
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JANUARY  12,  1865.— Afiair  near  Sugar  Loaf  Prairie,  Ark. 

RKPOKTS. 

No.  1.— Brig.  Gen.  .John  B.  Sanliorn,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  District  of  Sonthwest 

Missouri. 
No.  2.— Capt.  William  L.  Fenex,  Seveuty-tbird  Infantry  ICnrolled  Missouri  Militia. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Sanborn,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Dis- 
trict of  Southwest  Missouri. 

Headquarters  District  op  Southwest  Missotjei, 

Springfield,  Mo.,  January  16, 1865—10.30  a.  m. 
Captain  Fenex,  with  a  detachment  of  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  from 
Forsyth,  captured  Alfred  Cook's  entire  band,  fourteen  in  all,  near  Sugar 
Loaf  Prairie,  in  Arkansas,  on  the  12th  instant.  All  were  driven  into  a 
cave  and  there  smoked  out.  Cook  and  his  two  lieutenants  were  killed 
in  the  affair.    These  three  have  been  most  brutal  and  bloody  men. 

JOHN  B.  SANBORN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
Major-General  Dodge, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri. 


No.  2. 

Report   of  Capt.    William  L.   Fenex,    Seventy-third   Infantry  Enrolled 

Missouri  Militia. 

Springfield,  Mo.,  January  17, 1865. 
I  would  respectfully  report  to  you  that  on  the  8th  nistant  I  started  a 
scout  of  twenty-five  men,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Kissel,  to 
look  after  old  Snavles'  [Schnable's]  whereabouts,  and,  if  possible,  to 
capture  or  exterminate  Alfred  Cook  and  his  band,  that  had  so  long 
been  a  terror  to  the  loyal  people  of  Taney,  Christian,  and  Stone  Coun- 
ties. After  reaching  the  Sugar  Loaf  Mountains,  about  thirty  miles 
south  of  Forsyth,  Lieutenant  Kissel  there  learned,  through  strategy, 
that  Cook,  with  his  baud,  was  in  a  cave  some  two  miles  from  his  house, 
when  he  immediately  determined  to  press  Cook's  son,  a  small  boy,  to 
pilot  him  to  the  cave,  which  he  did,  and  found  Cook  and  thirteen  others 
with  him.  After  surrounding  the  cave  he  demanded  an  unconditional 
surrender  of  all  in  the  cave,  which  was  refnsed.  He  then  gave  them 
four  hours  to  consult,  with  the  promise  that  all  that  surrendered 
in  that  time  should  be  carried  to  Springfield  and  there  be  turned  over 
to  the  proper  authorities  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  law.  He  made 
this  proposition  as  the  last  hope  of  salvation  for  them.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  the  time  allowed  nine  of  the  party  surrendered,  leaving  in  the 
cave  some  five  others  [with]  Alfred  Cook,  their  leader,  which  explains 
the  reason  that  Cook  and  Ed,  Brown  were  not  brought  to  Springfield. 
The  lieutenant  and  his  brave  boys  continued  the  siege  until  the  next 
morning,  when  Cook  and  his  party  succeeded  in  getting  their  Southern 
rights.  All  praise  to  the  lieutenant  and  his  brave  boys. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

WM.  L.  FENEX, 
Captain  Company  M,  Seventy-third  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia. 

Brigadier-General  Sanborn. 
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JANUAEY  12-15,  1865. — Expedition  from  Horganza,  La.,  with  skirmishes. 
Report  of  Col.  Morgan  H.  Chrysler,  Second  New  York  Veteran  Cavalry. 

Hdqks.  Second  Veteran  Gav.  New  York  Vols., 

Morganza,  La.,  January  17,  1865. 

LrEXJTENANT :  I  havc  the  honor  to  report  that,  la  accordance  with 
instructions  from  headquarters  U.  S.  Forces,  my  command,  consisting 
of  a  detachment  of  my  regiment,  left  camp  on  the  morning  of  the  12th 
instant  in  four  detachments.  The  first  down  Bayou  Fordoche,  under 
Lieut.  Col.  A.  L.  Gurney;  the  second  on  Lower  Eiver  and  False  River 
roads,  under  Major  Fassett;  the  third  on  Poydras  College  road,  under 
Major  Cameron,  and  the  fourth  on  Poydras  road,  commanded  by 
myself.  The  second,  third,  and  fourth  concentrated  at  Poydras  Col- 
lege same  day,  and  were  joined  by  first  detachment  at  junction  of 
Bayous  Grossetete  and  Maringouin  at  1  p.  m.  14th  instant,  when  I  again 
divided  the  command  into  three  detachments,  one  of  them  flanking 
Bayou  Maringouin  to  the  right  one  mile  and  a  half,  coming  up  in 
the  rear  of  Barrows'  jjlantation;  the  other  two  detachments  ou  each 
bank  of  Bayou  Grossetete  to  liosedale  and  below,  I  holding  the 
point  at  Governor  Johnson's  plantation,  the  junction  of  Bayous  Grosse- 
tete and  Maringouin.  1  found  the  roads  upon  all  bayous  in  good 
order,  but  bridges  all  swept  away  by  high  water  and  the  swamps  all 
full.  No  force  can  now  cross  at  Atchafalaya  at  any  point  between  Eed 
River  and  Plaquemine  to  come  to  the  Mississippi  Eiver  on  account  of 
the  water.  There  is  no  heavy  force  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Atchaf- 
alaya, but  detachments  and  squads  of  men  stationed  at  every  impor- 
tant point  up  to  Alexandria.  I  found  no  accumulations  of  corn  except 
that  raised  upon  plantations.  The  diflerent  detachments  of  my  com- 
mand encountered  the  pickets  of  the  enemy  at  New  Roads,  on  False 
Eiver;  at  Morgan's  Ferry  road,  on  Fordoche;  at  Livonia,  on  For- 
doche ;  and  at  Erwiu's  and  Eosedale,  on  Grossetete.  The  force  on  False 
Eiver  and  vicinity,  commanded,  respectively,  by  Major  Pryne,  Cap- 
tain Miller,  and  Lieutenant  Williams,  is  an  irregular  force,  living 
upon  the  people,  mounted  on  fleet  horses,  who  run  away  at  the  first 
approach  of  danger.  They  are  the  men  who  in  the  night  steal  up 
and  fire  upon  our  advanced  posts.  Of  this  force  1  was  killed  and  2 
wounded.  This  Major  Pryne  is  endeavoring  to  raise  a  battalion, 
and  pretends  to  have  orders  to  commence  conscripting  on  the  22d 
instant.  He  has  now  about  fifty  men.  The  force  upon  the  Fordoche 
scout  "between  that,  new  Texas,  and  old  river  roads,  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  Collins,  and  consists  of  about  twenty  men.  The  force  upon 
the  Maringouin,  State,  and  Lyon's  Ferry  roads,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Ratlift',  consists  of  one  company  of  Second  Louisiana  Cavalry, 
and  numbers  about  sixty  men.  This  is  the  legitimate  courier-line 
between  the  Mississippi  Eiver  and  the  Atchafalaya,  and  a  very  reli- 
able one.  The  Eosedale  force,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Stilwell 
about  fifteen  men,  who  figure  [between]  West  Baton  Rouge  and  the 
Grossetete,  are  mostly  engaged  in  contraband  trade.  Their  reserve 
is  the  canebrake.  I  left  camp  on  the  12th  instant  and  returned  on  the 
evening  of  the  15th,  during  which  time  the  command  marched  about 

horses 
horses, 
„  .  ,  J         '^    ,      -    quantity  of  water- 

proof percussion  caps,  powder,  and  a  rebel  mail..   Casualties  none 
Scarcely  any  property  was  taken  except  that  found'  in  the  woods.    As 


CHit.LX.l  SCOUT   TO   TEXAS   PftAlRIE,  MO.  39 

an  incident  I  would  mention  that  I  ran  upon  Mr.  McCullura  and 
McFarland,  who  reside  at  the  first  plantation  below  our  pickets  on 
the  river  road,  near  the  junction  of  the  State  and  Fordoche  roads,  in 
company  with  two  Confederate  soldiers.  They  were  all  armed,  and 
were  endeavoring  to  force  a  colored  man  down  to  the  Atcliafalayaj 
where  they  were  going  to  sell  him  to  be  taken  to  Texas.  Both  the 
soldiers  were  captured,  but  the  citizens  escaped  to  the  woods.  On 
the  night  of  the  14th  some  of  Pryne's  men  attempted  a  little 
strategy  in  order  to  surprise  and  capture  two  men  on  outpost.  They 
placed  a  white  sheet  over  a  horse,  and  then  led  him  along  up  to  the 
pickets,  one  man  on  each  side.  The  disguised  horse  not  looking  so 
much  like  a  cow  as  they  imagined  it  would,  the  picket  fired  upon  them, 
killing  one  instantly.    The  other  escaped. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  H.  CHRYSLEli, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 
Lieut.  O.  A.  EiCE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


JANUARY  12-15,  1865.— Scout  from,  Camp  Grover  to  Texas  Prairie,  Mo. 
Report  of  Capt.  Milton- Burris,  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Company  1,  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cav., 

Cam])  Grover^  January  16, 186il. 

Sir  :  By  your  direction  1  left  Camp  Grover  at  2  a.  m.  on  the  12th 
instant,  with  ninety-two  men  of  the  First  and  Seventh  Missouri  State 
Militia,  and  Lieutenants  Berry  and  Phillips,  Seventh  Missouri  State 
Militia  Cavalry,  and  one  wagon  and  team,  with  ammunition  for  Captain 
Meredith,  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry.  I  arrived  at  Lexington 
at  11  o'clock  same  day,  fed  and  rested  there  until  2  o'clock  same  day,  then 
started  in  direction  of  Greenton,  and  after  traveling  three  miles  in  that 
direction  I  divided  my  command  and  sent  one-half  the  force,  under 
Lieutenant  Berry,  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Wellington,  with  orders  to  scout  the  brush  thoroughly  as  far 
west  as  Wellington,  and  report  to  me  at  Greenton  the  following  evening. 
I  with  the  other  portion  of  the  command  scouted  the  brush  northwest 
and  south  of  Greenton  thoroughly.  I  came  upon  two  guerrillas  near 
the  guerrilla  Rider's  house.  They  made  their  escape  by  taking  to  the 
brush.  Met  two  others  in  the  road  near  Tucker's  Mill.  They  made 
their  escape  similarly.  The  morning  of  the  14th  I  divided  my  com- 
mand into  four  detachments  and  scoured  the  brush  thoroughly  from 
Greenton  to  Texas  Prairie  and  to  Chapel  Hill.  Saw  three  guerrillas 
near  the  Snibar  Post-Oflice.  Struck  the  trail  of  eight  guerrillas  and 
followed  them  into  the  brush  south  of  Texas  Prairie  to  a  house  where 
Clifton's  and  Watson's  wives  live.  There  they  scattered  and  took  to 
the  brush  in  the  Sni  Hills.  Found  two  horses  at  said  honse,  one  U.  S. 
horse  and  one  mare.  Mare  supposed  to  be  contraband.  Brought  them 
into  camp  with  me  on  the  15th.  On  this  day  turned  them  over  to  the 
proper  authorities. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MILTON  BUREIS, 
Captain  Company  I,  First  Cavalry  Missouri  State  Militia. 

Col.  James  McFeeran, 

Commanding  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 
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JANUARY  12-17,  1865. — Scout  from  Warrensburg  to  Miami,  Mo. 

Report  of  Capt..   George   T.  Hamblin,  Seventh  Missouri  State   Militia 

Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Company  I,  Seventh  Oav.  Mo.  State  Militia, 

Gam2)  Grover,  near  Warrensburg,  Mo.,  January  17,  1865. 
Oolonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that,  iu  obedience  to 
orders  received  from  you  the  12th  instant,  I  marched  in  about  ten  miles 
south  of  Dover,  Mo.,  and  there  camped  for  the  night.  On  the  morning 
of  the  13th  I  broke  camp  early  and  traveled  in  the  direction  of  Dover. 
Came  within  five  miles  of  the  above-named  town,  hearing  of  no  bush- 
-whackers.  I  then  marched  in  the  direction  of  Waverly,  Mo.,  scouring 
the  country  thoroughly  as  I  marched,  leaving  Waverly  about  one  mile 
to  my  left,  hearing  of  no  disturbance  as  I  marched.  I  then  marched  to 
Grand  Pass  Cliurch  and  camped  five  miles  east  of  said  church.  On 
the  morning  of  the  14th  instant  I  resumed  my  march  down  the  Mis- 
souri Eiver,  scouring  the  large  bend  of  the  river  completely,  finding 
everything  quiet  on  down  to  Miami,  where  I  learned  several  robberies 
had  been  committed  by  one  Captain  Burnsides  and  gang  of  outlaws  in 
disguise  at  night.  I  left  Miami  just  before  nightfall  and  marched  two 
miles;  camped  for  the  night.  On  the  morning  of  the  15th  I  again 
moved  out  early  in  the  direction  of  Waverly,  on  the  bluffs,  scouring  the 
country  as  we  marched,  until  within  about  four  miles  of  Waverly, 
where  I  camped  for  the  night.  On  the  morning  of  16th  I  went  into 
Waverly  and  searched  completelj'  the  town  for  bushwhakers,  but 
found  none.  I  then  moved  out  in  the  directien  of  the  German  Settle- 
ment, leaving  said  settlement  about  five  miles  to  my  left.  Camped  on 
Davis'  Creek.  On  the  17th  instant  I  marched  direct  for  Warrensburg, 
Mo.  In  all  my  travels  I  saw  no  bushwhackers,  nor  heard  of  any. 
Colonel,  I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

GEO.  T.  HAMBLIN, 
Captain  Company  I,  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 
[Col.  John  F.  Philips, 

Commanding  District  of  Central  Missouri :  ] 


JANUARY  14-29,  1865.— Operations  on  the  Overland  Stage  Road  between 
Julesburg  and  Denver,  Colo.  Ter.,  and  skirmishes  with  Indians  at  Godfrey's 
Ranch  (14th),  at  Morrison's  or  American  Ranch,  at  Wisconsin  Ranch,  and 
near  Valley  Station  (15th),  at  Gittrell's  Ranch  (26th),  at  Moore's  Ranch 
(26th),  at  Lillian  Springs  Ranch  (27th),  and  near  Valley  Station  (28th). 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Col.  Kobert  R.  Livingston,  First  Nebraska  Cavalry. 
No.  2. — Lieut.  Judsoii  J.  Kennedy,  First  Colorado  Cavalry. 
No.  3.— Lieut  Albert  Walter,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Col.  Robert  R.  Livingston,  First  Nebraska  Cavalry. 

Port  Eankin,  February  5,  1865. 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  Indian  atrocities  on  road 
to  Deuver  since  January  14,  18C5,  as  nearly  as  I  can  learn  them 
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together  with  casualties  on  either  side:  Beaver  Creek  stage  station, 
eighty-two  miles  west,  burned  about  the  14th.  At  Godfrey's  ranch, 
seventy  miles  west,  four  men  fought  large  force  about  the  14th,  and 
succeeded  in  driving  them  off.  At  Morrison's,  or  the  American  Eanch, 
sixty-eight  miles  west,  Indians  attacked,  captured,  and  burned  the 
ranch  about  the  14th  [15th].  A  jiassing  train  found  three  Indians  and 
seven  white  bodies  in  the  ruins  partly  burned.  Mr.  Morrison,  his  wife, 
and  child  are  missing.  At  Wisconsin  Ilauch,  tifty-six  miles  west,  a  few 
ranchmen  fought  large  force  on  the  16th  and  retreated  to  Valley  Sta- 
tion, killing  three  Indians,  after  which  ranch  was  burned.  Near  Valley 
Station,  fifty-three  miles  west,  on  26th  [28th],  Indians  burned  Govern- 
ment hay — 100  tons.  Twenty  soldiers  went  out  to  drive  them  oft';  were 
surrounded  and  forced  to  reti'eat.  In  conflict  13  Indian  s  were  killed.  No 
soldiers  hurt;  3  Government  horses  wounded.  At  Charles  Moore's,  or 
Washington  Eanch,  fifty  miles  west,  several  men  fought  large  force  of 
Indians  on  2Gth,  but  succeeded  in  driving  them  off.  At  Lillian  Springs 
Ranch,  thirty-three  miles  west,  three  men  fought  500  men  on  27th,  kill- 
ing 3  Indians;  men  escaped,  after  which  ranch  was  burned.  Antelope 
stage  station,  fifteen  miles,  Buffalo  Springs  Ranch,  eighteen  miles,  Har- 
low's ranch,  twenty-two  miles,  and  Spring  Hill  stage  station,  twenty- 
seven  miles  west  of  here,  were  burned  on  the  28th.  At  Gittrell's 
ranch,  eight  miles  west,  fifteen  ranchmen  fought  500  on  the  25th,  killing 
seven  and  wounding  several  others.  Eauchmen  escajjcd  to  this  post  in 
evening,  after  which  Indians  burned  the  ranch  and  captured  a  train  of 
twenty-two  wagons  loaded  with  Government  stores  and  private  freight. 
Buler's  ranch,  two  miles  east,  and  Julesburg  stage  station,  one  mile 
east,  burned  on  28th.  Just  after  the  battle  near  Valley  Station  a  train 
of  eleven  wagons  and  two  coaches,  with  thirty  passengers,  mails,  &c., 
left  Lillian  Springs,  going  west.  Indians  came  down  road  in  large  force 
shortly  after  and  attacked  the  ranch.  Neither  coaches  nor  train  has 
been  heard  from  since — telegraphic  communication  being  interrupted. 
All  cattle  between  Julesburg  and  Wisconsin  Eanch,  1,500  head,  were 
driven  off  between  the  24th  and  29th. 
Eespectfully, 

E.  E.  LIVINGSTON, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 
Capt.  John  Pratt, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  2. 

Reports  of  Lieut.  JvAson  J.  Kennedy,  First  Colorado  Cavalry. 

Valley  Station,  January  16, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival,  with  my  command,  at  this 
station  Sunday  noon,  without  anything  requiring  immediate  record  on 
the  route.  I  had  oply  just  unsaddled  when  the  scene  changed,  and  I 
discovered  my  rear  guard  and  some  citizens'  trains  being  attacked  by 
a  considerable  body  of  Indians,  and  also  the  American  and  Wisconsin 
Ranches  all  ablaze  (distances  respectively  nineteen  and  five  miles). 
The  station  and  outbuildings  being  merely  shells  and  unprotected,  I 
ordered  them  fortified  by  some  Government  corn  and  adobes  that  were 
near  by,  and  took  twelve  men  in  pursuit  of  the  Indians  and  to  save  the 
family  at  the  Wisconsin  Eanch,  if  possible,  and  succeeded  in  getting 
them  to  camp  that  evening.    The  attack,  as  near  as  I  can  learn,  was 
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made  by  from  300  to  400  Indians,  covering  a  scope  of  about  twenty  miles 
on  the  river.  There  were  8  whites,  including  Mrs.  Morrison  and  two 
children  killed  and  15  Indians.  All  of  the  inmates  of  the  American 
Ranch  were  killed,  and  1  man  killed  and  1  wounded  on  the  north  side 
of  the  river.  The  Indians  seem  very  bold,  and  some  200  of  them  camped 
on  the  river  last  night.  Their  signal  fires  could  be  seen  in  all  directions. 
I  sent  ten  men  down  the  Tlatte  last  evening,  but  have  sent  for  them 
this  morning.  Several  of  my  men  are  sick  this  morning.  The  indica- 
tions are  that  they  have  the  measles.  The  wounded  men  twelve  miles 
below  are  not  able  to  be  moved  and  need  a  surgeon  very  much,  as  also 
one  that  I  have  here  in  camp. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.J.KENNEDY, 
Second  Lieut.,  First  Colorado  Cavalry,  Commanding  Company  C. 

AcTG.  AssT.  Adjt.  Gen.,  District  of  Colorado, 

Denver,  Colo.  Ter. 

Valley  Station,  January  17, 1865. 

Sir:  My  rear  guard  was  attacked,  about  one  mile  from  Valley  Sta- 
tion, on  Sunday  noon,  the  15th  instant,  just  as  my  command  was  going 
into  camp,  by  the  Indians.  An  attack  was  made  on  the  Wisconsin  and 
American  Ranches  about  the  same  time.  Destroyed  stock  and  killed 
the  inmates  of  the  American  Ranch.  I  went  out  with  part  of  my  com- 
mand to  protect  the  family  at  the  Wisconsin  Ranch,  and  succeeded, 
after  dark,  in  getting  them  to  camp.  The  Indians  camped  on  the  river 
Sunday  night,  killing  all  the  cattle  they  could  find.  Monday  morning 
about  300  of  them  drove  ten  men,  that  were  sent  to  save  some  property, 
up  the  river.  1  went  out  with  twenty-five  men  soon  after,  but  they  had 
all  left  the  river.  Their  camp-fires  could  be  seen  in  the  vicinity  of  Buf- 
falo Springs,  about  ten  miles  distant,  last  night.  The  wounded  men 
twelve  miles  below  are  not  able  to  be  moved  and  need  surgical  atten- 
tion very  much.    Several  of  my  men  are  sick  with  the  measles. 

J.  J.  KENNEDY. 

Acting  Assistant  Ad.tutant-General, 

Denver, 


Valley  Station,  January  39,  1865—9  p.  m. 
Six  hundred  and  fifty  head  of  cattle  driven  off  and  all  Government 
hay  burned  yesterday  by  Indians.  I  sent  out  eighteen  men,  who  fol- 
lowed them  fifteen  miles,  and  had  a  fight  with  a  large  party  for  three 
hours.  Killed  10  Indians  and  7  ponies;  I  had  3  horses  wounded.  I 
started  in  pursuit  with  twenty  of  my  men  and  twenty  of  Lieutenant 
Walter's  men  last  evening  and  came  upon  their  camp,  about  300  strong, 
at  daylight  this  morning,  which  we  attacked  and  routed  with  a  loss 
of  20  Indians  killed  and  several  ponies.  Succeeded  in  recapturing 
some  400  head  of  cattle.  Three  of  Lieutenant  Walter's  men  slightly 
wounded.  Some  200  of  the  red  devils  followed  us  twenty  miles  back. 
The  impression  is  that  all  the  ranches  and  stations  between  here  and 
Julesburg  will  be  destroyed,  and  all  communication  cut  off,  unless  there 
are  more  troops  sent  on  the  road.  Indians  seen  on  all  sides  and  large 
fires  below,  supposed  to  be  ranches  and  stations.  Lieutenant  Walter 
leaves  with  his  company  in  the  morning. 

J.  J.  KENNEDY, 

,  ,,  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Colonel  Moonlight.  " 
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No.  3. 
Report  of  Lieut.  Albert  Walter,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry* 

Junction,  Colo,  Ter.,  February  l,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  addressing  the  colonel  commanding  dis- 
trict a  report  of  my  march  from  Denver  to  Julesburg  and  from  there 
back  to  the  Junction : 

The  detachment  started  from  Denver  the  14th  of  January,  in  com- 
pliance with  Special  Orders,  No.  8,  extract  7,  headquarters  Denver, 
Colo.  Ter.,  January  9, 1805,  having  an  advance  guard,  rear  guard,  and 
flankers  in  proportion  to  the  strength  of  my  command.  The  18th  of 
January,  in  the  forenoon,  about  eight  miles  south  of  the  Junction,  my 
scouts  discovered  a  party  of  ten  Indians.  My  scouts  gave  them  chase, 
but  the  Indians  ran  away  with  great  speed.  On  the  morning  of  the 
19th,  at  Morrison's  ranch,  four  miles  of  the  Junction,  between  2  and  3 
o'clock,  my  pickets  iired  at  the  approaching  Indians.  In  less  than 
three  minutes  my  command  had  their  horses  saddled,  bridled,  and  com- 
pletely under  arms,  formed  a  line  of  skirmishers  (as  the  moon  was 
rising)  in  front  of  the  camp,  advancing  carefully  in  search  of  the 
Indians,  having  my  reserve  at  the  proper  distance,  but  the  Indiana  dis- 
appeared as  fast  as  they  came.  The  following  night  we  camped  near 
Godfrey's  ranch,  thirty-three  miles  east  of  the  Junction.  The  same 
game  was  repeated  by  the  Indians,  but  the  same  result.  After  that  I 
was  not  molestetl  by  them  at  night.  I  arrived  safe  with  the  train  the 
22d  day  of  January  at  Julesburg.  The  23d  I  received  a  telegram  dated 
January  21, 1865,  from  headquarters,  Denver,  Colo.  Ter.,  to  escort  an 
ox  train  to  Living  Spring.  I  left  Julesburg  the  24th  of  January  to 
comply  with  said  telegram,  and  proceeded  to  Gillett's  ranch,  nine  miles 
west  of  Julesburg,  where  I  found  the  owner  of  the  train.  Bis  cattle 
were  captured  two  days  before  by  the  Indians.  Immediately  after  my 
arrival  I  sent  a  party  after  them  with  one  guide,  with  orders  to  return 
before  dark  in  camp  and  not  to  stray  away  from  each  other.  Five 
returned  with  the  guide,  bringing  twenty-two  head  of  stock  with  them ; 
three  of  my  men  were  missing.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  following 
day  I  sent  out  another  party,  with  two  guides,  in  search  of  the  three 
missing.  After  a  careful  search  during  that  day  returned  without 
them.  The  names  of  the  missing  men  are  Peter  Brine,  Frank.  Thomp- 
son, and  Ed.  Kelso.  The  owner  of  the  train  could  not  start  from 
there.  The  26th  of  January  I  marched  to  Silver  Springs.  During 
that  day  the  Indians  were  in  sight  on  both  sides  of  the  river  and  in  my 
rear,  keeping  a  respectftil  distance.  The  27th  I  reached  Valley  Sta- 
tion. The  following  day  I  left  Valley  Station.  After  twelve  miles' 
marching  I  was  overtaken  by  an  expressman  of  Lieutenant  Kennedy's, 
command,  with  the  news  that  he  was  fighting  with  200  Indians  and 
wanted  assistance.  1  turned  my  command  about  and  in  one  hour  and 
forty  minutes  I  arrived  at  Valley  Station,  finding  that  the  fight  had 
ceased,  the  Indians  having  taken  500  to  000  head  of  cattle  with  them, 
I  detailed  twenty  of  my  men  and  Lieutenant  Kennedy  with  the  same 
number  of  his  command.  Started  at  3  p.  m.  in  pursuit  of  the  Indians 
in  direct  northerly  direction.  At  10  o'clock  at  night  we  came  in  sight 
of  some  stock.  We  concluded  to  remain  at  that  place  during  the  night. 
At  daybreak  we  continued  our  march.  At  sunrise  we  discovered  the 
Indians  moving  out  of  their  camp,  over  100  in  number.    The  Indians 

*  Lieutenant  Walter  belonged  to  the  First  Colorado  Cavalry,  but  was  probably  in 
command  of  a  detachment  of  the  Second. 
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having  noticed  our  approach,  after  a  few  minutes'  interval  the  fight 
commenced.  The  skirmish  was  kept  up  two  hours,  my  command  kill- 
ing 9  Indians,  and  the  Indians  injured  3  of  my  men  slightly.  None  of 
my  horses  killed  or  wounded.  I  recaptured  with  my  command  200  head 
of  cattle.  The  men  strictly  obeyed  my  orders  and  commands  during  the 
fight.  The  most  of  the  fighting  was  done  on  foot.  After  I  reached  the 
level  ground  the  Indians  retired  back  to  their  bluffs,  looking  very  dis- 
tressfully after  us.  We  arrived  at  Valley  Station  in  the  evening  of  the 
29th.  The  30th,  I  started  for  Godfrey's  ranch,  twenty  miles  from  Val- 
ley Station.  The  Indians  were  more  numerous  in  sight  that  day  than 
ever  before,  moving  up  the  river.  Arriving  at  Godfrey's  ranch,  I 
noticed  that  evening  the  smoke  of  the  ranches  set  on  fire  beyond  Val- 
ley Station,  and  between  Valley  Station  and  Godfrey's  ranch.  The  31st 
of  January  I  marched  for  the  Junction,  escorting  three  families  in  my 
wagons, including  Godfrey's,  to  this  place.  The  Indians  during  that  day 
followed  my  command  close  in  my  rear,  and  scattered,  ten  miles  from 
the  Junction,  into  the  bluffs.  At  4  p.  m.  I  arrived  at  the  Junction ;  my 
horses  are  in  very  bad  condition;  I  find  it  necessary  to  inform  the 
colonel  commanding  district,  [and]  to  state  the  following  facts:  Eecruit 
Matheson  I  was  obliged  to  leave  at  the  hospital  in  Julesburg  for  being 
entirely  unfit  for  the  service.  He  expressed  himself  as  not  having  been 
inspected  by  the  military  surgeon  in  Denver.  J.  F.  Wisely,  post  sur- 
geon at  Julesburg,  declares  that  said  Eecruit  Matheson  was  not  fit 
tor  service  before  he  enlisted.  The  horseshoes  of  the  horses  under  my 
command  are  different  weight  and  sizes  on  single  horses.  In  conse- 
quence half  of  the  horses  are  lame.  The  percussion  caps  of  the  Starr 
carbines  are  most  worthless ;  but  one  out  of  four  will  explode.  The 
detachment  stationed  at  the  Junction  before  I  relieved  them,  accord- 
ing to  the  statement  of  Citizen  Ashcraft,  had  no  guard  out  during  two 
nights  in  succession.  Upon  my  arrival  at  this  place  the  detachment 
did  not  act  soldier-like.    I  am  scouting  the  country. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  WALTEE, 
Second  Lieut.,  Second  Cavalry  of  Colorado,  Comdg.  Detachment. 
Col.  T.  Moonlight, 

Commanding  District. 


JANUARY  15-17,  1865.— Expedition  from  New  Orleans  to  Mandeville,  La. 
Report  of  Capt.  Abner  Fowell,  Eleventh  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

Office  op  Provost-Marshax, 

Algiers,  January  18,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  in  detail  of  the 
late  expedition  to  Mandeville,  La.,  being  furnished  with  the  necessarv 
orders  and  instructions  from  Major-General  Hurlbut  • 

Embarked  on  board  the  schooner  Cazador  at  New  Basin,  New  Orleans 
with  2  sergeants,  1  corporal,  and  11  privates  selected  for  the  exnedition 
nTv*^'p- Yr'^  S^'"  ^^TT  ^«l"^t««^«'  ^°d  2  privates  from  Com 
Fn^i^l.  f  *  f  aT  •^'^^^'''  Volunteers,  3  special  officers,2  boatmen, 
and  1  citizen  of  Algiers  as  a  guide,  numbering  in  all  21  men  who  took 
part  m  the  expedition.  Sailed  from  New  Basin  on  the  afternooTof 
Sunday  January  15  Arrived  at  north  shore  of  Lake  PontchartraSi 
during  the  same  night,  butowingtouufavorable  weather,  and  not  beSg 


Chap.LX.]  expedition    TO   MANDEVILLE,    LA.  45 

acquainted  with  the  coast,  were  unable  to  land.  During  the  whole  of 
Monday,  January  16,  we  beat  about  the  north  shore  of  the  lake,  over- 
hauled the  schooner.  James  Stockton  at  Pass  Manchac,  examined  her 
papers  and  found  them  correct.  In  the  evening  passed  near  the  town 
of  Mandeville,  headed  direct  for  New  Orleans.  Sailed  iu  this  direc- 
tion until  some  time  after  nightfall,  when  tacked  about  and  ran  up  to 
wharf  at  Mandeville,  dropping  anchor  about  1  o'clock  at  night.  But 
one  man  was  visible  on  the  wharf,  whom  we  easily  decoyed  on  board, 
and  by  threats  induced  to  consent  to  pilot  us  to  the  office  of  Lieutenant 
Robinson.  Leaving  a  small  guard  in  charge  of  the  schooner,  I  pro- 
ceeded with  the  remainder  of  my  force  to  Lieutenant  Robinson's  quar- 
ters. First  stationing  my  men  so  as  to  command  every  place  of  egress 
from  the  house,  1  opened  the  front  door,  and  in  company  with  special 
officers  walked  in,  and  striking  a  light,  discovered  Lieut.  Winslow  Rob- 
inson, commandant  of  the  Lake  Shore  District;  Oapt.  W,  E.  Ligon, 
assistant  commissary  of  subsistence  of  General  Hodge's  staff;  Bvt. 
Second  Lieut.  G.  W.  White,  First  Louisiana  Cavalry,  0.  S.  Army,  and 
Judge  Bethune,  of  Georgia,  all  of  whom  surrendered  at  once,  and  I 
proceeded  to  take  possession  of  all  contraband  articles  about  the  prem- 
ises, consisting  of  one  large  telescope  glass  and  a  quantity  of  letters, 
papers,  and  books  appertaining  to  Lieutenant  Robinson  as  commander 
of  Lake  Shore  District.  The  object  of  the  expedition  being  accom- 
plished, I  returned  with  the  prisoners  and  property  on  board  the 
schooner,  having  been  absent  from  the  wharf  not  to  exceed  thirty  min- 
utes. Immediately  set  sail  for  New  Orleans,  bringing  with  us  the 
mulatto  man  whom  we  had  used  as  a  guide,  and  leaving  the  town  wrapt 
in  as  profound  quietude  as  we  had  entered  it,  not  seeing  an  individual 
save  those  brought  away.  Arrived  at  New  Orleans  about  6  o'clock  on 
Tuesday  morning,  January  17 ;  turned  over  the  prisoners  to  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Wood,  provost-marshal-general  military  division,  and  the  papers 
and  property  to  Major-General  Hurlbut.  Every  man  engaged  in  the 
expedition  performed  his  duty  so  well  that  to  particularize  would  be 
impracticable.  Owing  to  the  small  capacity  of  the  vessel,  the  men  were 
necessarily  crowded  into  very  small  space,  and  cramped,  uncomfort- 
able positions,  and  during  the  time  we  were  sailing  near  the  coast  on 
the  16th,  to  prevent  discovery,  all  the  soldiers  had  to  remain  below 
deck  in  the  most  painful  situations,  yet  no  murmur  or  word  of  discon- 
tent was  uttered  by  a  man  on  board.  Each  individual  man  deserves 
much  credit  for  the  manner  and  promptness  in  which  his  duty  Avas 
performed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  major ,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  POWELL, 
Capt.,  11th  Wisconsin  Vet.  Vol.  Tn/ty.,  and  Provost-Marshal. 

Maj.  D.  J.  Benner, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Department  of  the  Gulf. 

ADDENDA. 

Hdqks.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Ifew  Orleans,  La.,  January  22, 1865.. 

Capt.  A.  Powell, 

Eleventh  Wis.  Vet.  Vol.  Infty.,  Provost-Marshal,  Algiers,  La. : 
(Through  headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf.) 
Captain:  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt,  through  headquarters  Department  of  the 
Gulf,  of  the  report  of  the  expedition  which  left  this  city  for  the  town 
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of  Maudeville,  on  Lake  Ponchartrain,  on  the  15th  iustant,  under  your 
commaufl,  and  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  three  noted  rebel 
ofiQcers  and  Judge  Betliune,  of  Georgia.  The  admirable  skill,  courage, 
and  promptness  which  marked  this  gallant  little  affair  merits  the 
highest  commendation,  and  I  am  charged  with  the  pleasant  duty  of 
conveying  the  approbation  and  thanks  of  the  commanding  general  to 
yourself,  as  well  as  to  the  little  band  who  accompanied  you,  and  who, 
by  their  good  conduct  and  patient  endurance,  aided  materially  in  secur- 
ing the  successful  results  of  the  expedition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  CHRISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


JANUARY  15-18,  1865.— Expeditions  from  Pine  Bluff,  Ark. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Charles  H.  Temple^  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Company  M,  Thieteenth  Illinois  Cavalry, 

Pine  Bluff,  Arh.,  January  19,  1865. 
Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Sunday,  the  15th 
instant,  in  compliance  with  your  orders  and  instructions,  with  thirty 
men  under  my  charge,  I  made  a  march  on  the  Little  Rock  road,  as  an 
escort  to  the  telegraph  repairer,  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  lines 
which  had  been  cut.  Advanced  about  twelve  miles,  where  we  fonnd 
the  wires  down,  a  considerable  portion  of  which  we  succeeded  iu 
repairing,  when  one  of  the  climbers  of  the  repairer  broke,  and  being 
unable  to  accomplish  any  further  repairs,  I  undertook  to  track  out  the 
depredators.  Moved  south  five  miles  until  we  came  to  the  house  of 
Mr.  Rodgers,  where  I  found  him  and  a  Doctor  Norris  (formerly  a  sur- 
geon iu  the  Confederate  Army) ;  also  a  considerable  portion  of  tele- 
graph wire,  about  the  quantity  missing  at  the  point  where  the  wire 
was  cut  on  the  road,  together  with  a  Harper's  Ferry  musket  and  a 
quantity  of  ammunition,  after  Mr.  Rodgers  having  denied  there  being 
any  arms  upon  the  premises.  I  took  these  two  persons  (Mr.  Rodgers 
and  Doctor  IS  orris)  in  custody  and  returned  to  this  post  by  way  of  Mr. 
Woods,'  one  mile  east  of  Mr.  Rodgers'  place,  where  I  learned  that  the 
wire  had  been  cut  by  two  men  named  Benjamin  Riggs  and  John  Jones. 
Monday,  January  10,  being  again  detailed  for  the  same  as  the  previous 
day,  I  left  this  post  with  thirty  men  at  8.15  a.  m.  and  marched  to  the 
point  where  the  telegraph  wires  were  cut,  which  were  then  repaired  by 
Mr.  Lawler,  the  telegraph  operator;  after  which,  in  accordance  with 
instructions,  I  advanced  in  a  southerly  direction  to  the  house  of  Mr. 
Woods,  whom  I  took  prisoner.  From  this  ]toiut  I  changed  my  line  of 
march  in  a  westerly  direction  until  I  reached  the  Hot  Springs  road 
which  I  followed  westward  for  two  miles,  and  then  took  a  southerly 
direction  one  mile  to  the  house  of  Doctor  Ursury.  Was  informed  by 
the  gentleman's  wife  that  he  had  gone  on  a  visit  to  some  neighbors 
which  report  I  doubted,  and  then  moved  forward  a  quarter  of  a  mile' 
when  I  countermarched  back  to  the  house  of  Doctor  Ursury  and  this 
time  found  it  deserted.  Shortly  afterward  my  attention  was' attracted 
to  a  woman  running  in  the  direction  of  the  house,  and  from  the  direc- 
tion she  came  from  I  discovered  a  body  of  about  twenty-five  men 
deploying  into  line.    I  immediately  ordered  my  men  forward  and  gave 
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the  command  "  charge,"  but  before  1  got  within  carbine  range  the  enemy 
broke  in  confusion,  leaving  some  horses  and  equipments;  but,  my  men 
failing  to  keep  up  with  me  and  tbe  enemy  scattering  in  so  many  direc- 
tions, I  found  it  impossible  to  overtake  them,  and  so  abandoned  the 
chase.  From  what  I  could  learn  this  force  consisted  of  fragments  of 
Webb's,  Kidd's,  and  Wilson's  commands.  I  was  informed  by  one  of 
my  men,  who  saw  and  knew  him,  that  Doctor  Ursury  was  among  the 
number;  his  wife  also  cried  out  to  us  not  to  kill  him.  I  then  traveled 
a  settlement  road,  nearly  due  south,  to  Mr.  Geans',  about  five  miles, 
where  we  encamped  for  the  night,  nothing  further  ol'  note  occurring 
this  day.  Tuesday,  January  17,  moved  westward  to  Mr.Koden's  place, 
where  we  came  to  the  Little  Eock  and  Warren  road,  which  we  traveled 
four  miles  to  Mr.  Olegg's,  whom  I  took  prisoner.  After  moving  on  this 
road  two  miles  farther  we  traveled  a  settlement  road  running  south, 
and  marched  about  twenty  miles  to  White  Oak  Bluff,  on  Saline  Eiver. 
Moved  five  miles  below,  south,  on  this  road  to  Mr.  Hamilton's,  where 
we  encamped  for  the  night.  Here  I  learned  that  Mr.  Ingraham  and 
Mr.  Roden  had  been  run  away  by  "graybacks."  Nothing  further 
occurred  this  day.  Wednesday,  January  18,  moved  north  from  Ham- 
ilton's three  miles,  where  we  struck  the  Camden  road,  on  which  we 
moved  east  seven  miles  to  Hudson's,  where  we  found  five  guns  secreted; 
this  after  the  occupant  of  the  house,  Mrs.  Hudson,  denying  there  being 
any  arms  upon  the  premises.  Two  of  the  guns  were  found  at  the  cot- 
ton gin  of  Mrs.  Hudson,  where  I  found  a  Mr.  Alexander  engaged  in 
ginning  cotton.  There  was  enough  cotton  there  to  make  some  fifteen 
bales.  Eleven  bales  were  already  packed.  I  took  Mr.  Alexander  in 
custody,  and  then  returned  to  Pine  Blufl',  arriving  here  at  4  p.  m.  with- 
out any  accident  having  happened  to  my  command. 
I  am,  lieutenant,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  H.  TEMPLE, 
Second  Lieutenant  Company  M,  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry. 

First  Lieut.  S.  Monte  Cambern, 

Acti7ig  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


JANTTAEY  15-21,  1865.— Scout  from  Fort  Larned  to  Pawnee  Fork,  Wal- 
nut Creek,  and  Smoky  Hill  Biver,  Eans. 

Report  of  Sergt.  David  C.  Nettleton,  Second   Colorado   Cavalry,  com- 
manding scout. 

Fort  Larned,  January  23,  1865. 

Sir:  The  following  journal  of  a  scout  sent  by  your  orders  to  ascer- 
tain whether  any  Indians  were  camped  on  Pawnee  Fork,  Walnut  Creek, 
or  the  Smoky  Hill,  to  the  west  and  northwest  of  this  place,  is  respect- 
%lly  submitted. 

January  15,  scout,  consisting  of  thirteen  men,  started  at  7.30  a.  m.; 
traveled  up  Pawnee  Fork— creek  forks  twenty-five  miles  west  of  Fort 
Larned;  traveled  two  miles  up  the  North  Fork  and  camped;  timber 
plenty  on  both  forks  for  camping  purposes;  buffalo  plenty;  traveled 
twenty-seven  miles.  January  16,  traveled  up  the  North  Branch  of 
Pawnee  Fork  till  noon;  left  it  at  the  last  large  clump  of  timber  and 
came  to  Walnut  Creek  in  sixteen  miles,  northwest;  creek  forks  three 
miles  above  camp;  timber  plenty;  traveled  twenty-seven  miles.    Jan- 
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uary  17,  traveled  up  the  North  Fork  of  Walnut  Creek;  turned  to  the 
right  p.  m.  and  camped  on  a  small  creek  running  into  the  Smoky  Hill; 
buffalo  suddenly  disappeared  to-d^iy— a  pretty  strong  sign  that  we  are 
in  the  vicinity  of  Indians;  traveled  thirty- five  miles.  January  18, 
traveled  northeast  down  the  creek  and  came  to  the  Smoky  Hill  in  ten 
miles;  river  dry  in  places;  passed  a  high  cedar  bluff  on  the  south  side 
of  the  river  eight  miles  below,  the  only  camping  place  for  Indians  in 
this  vicinity.  Colonel  Sumner's  old  trail  crosses  the  river  just  below 
the  cedar  bluff;  camped  on  the  river  ten  miles  below  the  bluff;  no  tim- 
ber to-day  except  at  the  cedar  bluffs  and  a  few  scattering  trees  on  small 
creeks;  traveled  twenty-eight  miles.  January  19,  traveled  down  on 
north  side  of  the  river;  came  to  level  country  p.  m.;  camped  on  a 
small  creek  called  by  the  Indians  Bluff  Creek;  plenty  of  timber  on  the 
creek;  a  great  deal  of  camping  has  been  done  here  by  the  Indians; 
three  lodges,  made  of  hay  and  brush,  near  the  mouth  of  the  creek  were 
probably  occupied  by  a  war  party  of  Indians  twenty  or  thirty  strong, 
about  a  month  ago;  traveled  thirty-five  miles.  January  20,  traveled 
down  the  river  on  the  south  side  nine  miles,  and  finding  that  we  could 
not  well  reach  Fort  Ellsworth,  we  turned  due  south  and  reached  Walnut 
Creek  in  eighteen  miles;  traveled  twenty-seven  miles.  January  21, 
traveled  south  and  got  to  Fort  Larned  in  about  twenty-eight  miles. 
There  had  been  a  party  of  Indians  on  the  head  of  Walnut  Creek  about 
sixweeksago,probablya  small  war  party.  The  Indians  who  were  camped 
at  the  mouth  of  Bluff  Creek  were  probably  there  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
mitting depredations  on  the  road.  They  evidently  had  no  ponies  and 
probably  made  their  excursions  on  foot.  The  Sioux,  I  am  informed,  go 
to  war  in  this  manner.  The  cedar  bluff  where  Colonel  Sumner  crossed 
the  river  is  140  or  150  miles  above  Fort  Ellsworth  and  90  or  100  miles 
from  Fort  Larned.  We  were  about  fifteen  miles  west  of  the  cedar  bluff, 
making  150  or  160  miles  above  Fort  Ellsworth.  Curtis,  the  Indian 
trader,  corroborates  the  above  distances.  The  country  up  Pawnee 
Fork  is  level,  affording  a  good  road  for  a  command  with  transportation. 
The  country  on  the  upper  Smoky  Hill  in  the  vicinity  of  the  cedar  bluff 
is  very  broken  and  would  prove  very  difficult  for  wagons.  The  streams 
bear  evident  signs  of  high  rises,  but  do  not  stay  up  long  at  one  time. 
It  is  my  opinion  that  the  depredations  committed  by  Indians  are  done 
principally  by  war  parties  of  from  20  to  160  warriors,  and  that  the  main 
camps  are  far  to  the  west  or  northwest.  Accompanying  you  will  find 
a  map  showing  the  route  taken  on  this  and  previous  scout.* 
Yours,  respectfully, 

D.  C.  NBTTLETON, 
Sergeant,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry,  Commanding  Scouts. 

Col.  James  H.  Foed. 


JANUAEY 16-18, 1865.— Expedition  from  Brashear  City  to  Whisky  Bayou,  La, 

Report  of  Gapt.  Luther  T.  Park,  Eleventh   Wisconsi7i  Infantry. 

Camp  Eleventh  Regt.  Wis.  Veteran  Yol.  Inpty. 

Brashear  City,  La.,  January  19,  ^1863. 
SiK :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  orders  received, 
I  pmbarked,  with  100  men  from  the  Eleventh  Wisconsin  Veteran  Vol- 

*  Omitted. 
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unteer  Infantry,  on  board  of  gun-boat  41  and  the  steamer  Came,  sup- 
plied with  five  days'  rations  and  eighty  rounds  of  ammunition,  on  the 
night  of  the  15th,  at  8  o'clock.    At  1  a.  m.  on  the  16th  we  left  Brashear 
City,  La.,  and  proceeded  up  Bayou  Teche  into  Grand  Lalfe,  arriving  at 
Constitution  Bayou  at  10.15  a.  m.    From  Constitution  Bayou  to  Bound 
Lake  and  from  Round  Lake  to  Bayou  L'Embarras,  arriving  at  Cap- 
tain King's  plantation,  of  the  C.  S.  Army,  at  2  p.  m.    I  landed  my 
troops  here  and  found  about  700  pounds  of  sugar.    I  loaded  this  on  the 
steamer  Carrie.    At  this  point  I  captured  Capt.  I).  E.  Grove,  of  Grove's 
battery,  and  Privates  Eobert  Wilson  and  Charles  Harris,  of  Grove's 
battery.    At  3.20  p.  m.  I  embarked  all  my  troops  and  proceeded  up  the 
bayou.    At  5  p.  ni.  I  anchored  in  the  stream.    At  6.15  a.  m.  on  the  17th 
we  got  under  way  and  proceeded  up  Bayou  L'Embarras  into  Little 
Devil  Bayou,  arriving  at  Grand  Eiver  at  8  a.  m.    I  then  steamed  down 
Grand  Eiver  to  Hart's  house.    I  here  landed  and  found  that  Hart  had 
run  to  the  swamps.    At  this  place  I  found  600  cigars  and  11  pairs  ot 
misses'  gaiters  belonging  to  a  man  by  the  name  of  Gallahan,  which  I 
brought  to  Brashear  City  and  turned  over  to  post  quartermaster,  as 
per  receipts  inclosed.    I  then  proceeded  down  to  Lee's  plantation, 
arriving  at  9.30  a.  m.,  and  took  the  said  Lee  a  prisoner.    I  captured  at 
this  point  about  1,300  ])ounds  of  sugar,  which  I  turned  in,  as  per 
receipts  inclosed.    At  the  house  1  found  1  large  rifle  and  2  pistols,  and 
about  8  pounds  of  powder,  all  of  which  I  destroyed.    I  then  returned 
to  Offutt's  Mill,  landed  and  took  on  about  10,000  feet  of  lumber,  which  I 
turned  over,  as  per  receipts.    At  11.30  a.  m.  I  steamed  up  Grand  Eiver 
to  Whisky  Bayou,  arriving  at  the  head  of  Whisky  Bayou  at  1.30  p.  in. 
At  this  point  I  lowered  away  three  boats,  loaded  with  armed  men,  and 
sent  them  up  a  bayou  about  two  miles,  to  a  place  where  there  had  been 
a  steam-boat  hid.    At  3.30  p.  m.  they  arrived  back  at  the  boats.    We 
then  headed  down  to  Lake  Mangoula  and  anchored  for  the  night  at  5 
p.  m.    On  the  morning  of  the  18th,  at  6.30, 1  started  down  Bayou  Chene. 
At  the  plantation  of  Captain  Olivier  1  took  eleven  refugees  on  board ;  at 
the  mouth  of  Bayou  Sorrel  I  took  on  board  seven  more,  making  a  total  of 
eighteen.    I  then  steamed  down  through  Bayou  Chene  into  Lake  Chico ; 
from  Lake  Chico  out  through  Chico  Pass  into  Fausse  Pointe  Lake;  then 
down  through  Grand  Lake  to  Brashear  City,  where  I  arrived  at  6  p.  m. 
on  January  18, 1865.    At  King's  plantation  I  took  on  board  two  negroes. 
I  also  picked  up  a  negro  in  Bayou  Sorrel,  who  had  a  pass  from  Captain 
King,  of  the  C.  S.  Army;  brought  him  to  Brashear  City.    The  prison- 
ers I  turned  over  to  the  provost-marshal  at  Brashear  City.    Inclosed 
are  receipts  for  property  taken  while  on  expedition  on  Grand  Eiver.    I 
heard  of  several  parties  of  Confederate  soldiers. 

EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant,  

^  •"  LUTHEE  T.  PARK, 

Capt.  Company  A,  Eleventh  Wisconsin  Infty.,  Comdy.  Expedition. 

Col.  C.  L.  Harris, 

Commanding  Post,  Brashear  City,  La. 

The  above  letter  was  forwarded  to  Captain  Speed,  assistant  adjutant- 
general.  Defenses  of  New  Orleans,  with  receipts  from  Captam  Upham, 
commissary  of  subsistence,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  for  2,000  pounds  of  sugar 
and  a  receipt  from  Lieutenant  Mayers,  acting  assistant  quartermaster 
at  Brashear  City,  for  600  cigars,  11  pairs  of  misses'  gaiters,  and  10,000 
feet  of  lumber  inclosed. 
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JANUARY   16-22,   1865. — Operations   about  Waynesville,  Mo.,  including 
skirmish  near  HcGourtney's  Mills,  on  Big  Finey. 

Report  of  Gapt.  Richard  Murphy,  Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 
commanding  Post  of  Waynesville. 

Headquarteks  Post  of  Waynesville, 

Waynesville,  January  23,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  uiy  report  of  scouts, 
marches,  &c.,  for  tlie  week  ending  January  22,  1865: 

January  IS,  Sergeant  Hickman,  Company  H,  Fifth  Missouri  State 
Militia,  returned  with  the  train  from  Rolla,  liaving  traveled  sixty  miles. 
January  19,  Lieutenant  Bates  returned  from  scout  reported  last  week. 
He  came  upon  a  camp  of  three  guerrillas  a  short  distance  above 
McCourtuey's  Mills,  on  Big  Piney,  two  of  whom,  after  some  sharp 
firing,  he  killed,  leaving  the  third,  as  he  supjiosed,  mortally  wounded. 
I  have  learned  since  that  he  is  not  mortally  wounded,  but  is  likely  to 
recover,  and  I  have  sent  out  a  squad  to  bring  him  in  to  this  post.  The 
names  of  the  men  killed  were  McCourtney  and  Anthony,  and  of  the 
one  wounded,  Bradford,  and  not  "Stephens,"  as  reported  by  telegraph. 
Upon  reliable  information  of  another  camp  of  guerrillas  in  the  vicinity 
of  Spillmau's  Mill,  on  Big  Piney,  I  sent  Lieutenant  Bates  immediately 
upon  his  return  on  a  scout  to  that  place.  The  scout  was  composed  of 
twelve  men.  They  have  not  yet  returned.  January  20,  Sergeant 
Clawson  returned  from  scout  up  Roubideanx.  He  traveled  100  miles; 
met  with  no  success.  Upon  information  of  guerrillas  near  Kocktowu, 
I  sent  a  scout  of  a  sergeant  and  ten  men  to  that  vicinity,  who  have  not 
yet  returned.  January  21,  Oapt.  James  Quinn  Avith  ten  [men]  started 
to  Eolla  as  escort  to  Waynesville  train.  Not  yet  returned. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EIOHARD  MURPHY, 

Captain,  Commanding  Post. 

Capt.  C.  G.  Laitrant, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Rolla,  Mo. 


JANUARY  18-19, 186-5.— Expedition  from  Napoleonville  to  Grand  River,  La. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1.— Brig.    Gen.   Robert  A.  Cameron,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  District  of  La 

Fourclie. 
No.  2.— Col.  Willard  Sayles,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 
No.  3. — Capt.  Orin  A.  Avory,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

Reiiort  of  Brig.  Gen.  Robert  A.  Cameron,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Dis- 
trict of  La  Fourche. 

District  of  La  Fourche, 
Thibodeaux,  La.,  January  25,  1865. 
Inclosed  I  hand  you  the  report  of  an  expedition  made  from  Napo- 
leonville in  pursuit  of  some  Confederates  known  to  be  loiterino- and 
recruiting  in  the  neighborhood  of  Grand  River.    They  were  not  found 


Chap.  LX.]  EXPEDITION   PROM   NAPOLEONVILLE,  LA.  51 

but  I  have  from  other  sources  what  I  believe  to  be  correct  information 
that  they  aiid  others  were  in  the  neighborhood,  and  had  a  picket  at 
Grand  Bayou  Avlieu  our  forces  arrived  there.  The  picket  immediately 
notified  the  Avhole  country  and  they  escaped.  The  horses  of  the  regi- 
ment (the  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry)  are  in  such  bad  condition  as 
to  make  them  almost,  if  not  quite,  unserviceable  for  the  kind  of  country 
we  have  to  operate  in.  The  killing  of  Lieutenant  Clapp  was  very 
unfortunate,  indeed,  but  I  cannot  see  that  his  men  were  to  blame. 
I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

11.  A.  CAMERON, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  District. 
Capt.  Frederic  Speed, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Defenses  of  New  Orleans. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Col.  Willard  Sayles,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry, 

Post  Napoleonville,  La.,  January  20, 1865. 
Captain  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  dated  16th  January,  1865,  and 
telegram  of  January  1 7, 1865, 1  sent  Capt.  O.  A.  Avery,  of  this  regiment, 
with  about  ninety  men  to  Bayou  Pierre  Pass,  and  on  arriving  there 
and  searching  the  house  indicated  nothing  could  be  seen  or  heard  of 
the  parties  they  were  in  search  of.  The  expedition  resulted  in  the  loss 
of  twenty  horses,  three  of  which  were  drowned  crossing  the  bayou 
and  the  remainder  were  used  up.  The  death  of  First  Lieut.  A.  Clapp 
was  occasioned  by  the  following  circumstances:  He,  with  a  party 
of  four  men,  surrounded  a  house,  and  Lieutenant  Clapp  gave  the  cor- 
poral in  charge  of  the  party  orders  that  if  anyone  attempted  to  run 
out  of  the  house  after  he  entered  to  halt  them  twice,  and  if  they  did 
not  halt  to  iire  upon  them.  He  entered  the  house,  and  while  inside 
some  one  shot  at  a  dog  outside  (supposed  to  be  one  of  the  guides),  and 
Lieutenant  Clapp  rushed  out  of  the  house  to  see  what  the  firing  was, 
and  it  being  very  dark  and  the  guard,  not  able  to  distinguish,  halted 
him  three  times,  and  as  he  did  not  halt  the  guard  fired,  resulting  in  the 
death  of  the  lieutenant.  No  blame  can  be  attached  to  the  guard,  as  he 
simply  obeyed  orders,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  from  the  clamor  and 
noise  made  by  the  dogs  that  the  lieutenant  did  not  hear  the  order  to 
halt. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  SAYLES, 
Colonel  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry,  Commanding  Post. 

Capt.  B.  B.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  La  Fourche  District. 

[ludorsement.J 

Headquartess  La  Fotirche  District, 

Thibodeaux,  La.,  January  21, 1865. 

Eespectftilly  returned. 

You  will  cause  the  officer  who  was  in  command  of  the  expedition  to 
make  out  a  full  report  of  all  the  incidents  connected  with  his  scout. 
He  will  also  make  a  statement  as  to  how  his  horses  were  used  up  and 
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what  disposition  was  made  of  them.    This  report  you  will  forward  to 
these  headquarters  at  the  earliest  possible  date,  with  copies  of  all 
orders  and  instructions  directing  the  expedition. 
By  command" of  Brigadier-General  Cameron: 

B.  B.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  3. 
Report  of  Capt.  Orin  A.  Avery,  Third  BIwde  Island  Cavalry. 

Camp  op  Third  Ehode  Island  Cavalry, 

Post  Napoleonville,  La.,  January  20, 1865. 
Adjutant:  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  report  that,  in  obedience 
to  orders  from  the  colonel  commanding,  at  U  a.  m.  on  the  18th  instant, 
with  Companies  B,  I,  and  K,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry,  I  proceeded 
from  camp  up  the  bayou  as  far  as  Ford's  j)lantation.  I  then  sent  Lieu- 
tenant Clapp  with  fifteen  men,  turning  to  the  left,  going  to  a  point  on 
Grande  Bayou  where  the  draw  bridge  was  recently  burned,  to  stop  all 
communication  from  Madam  Labarr^'s  to  Bayou  Corn.  I  took  the 
remainder  of  the  command  and  proceeded  up  the  bayou  as  far  as  Mar- 
tin's Lane,  to  the  left;  down  Martin's  Lane  to  Grande  Bayou,  arriving 
at  Madam  Labarre's  at  6  a.  ni.  It  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  that 
I  was  enabled  to  reach  that  point  in  consequence  of  the  roads,  which 
were  almost  impassable.  I  got  all  of  the  command  safely  across  the 
bayou  at  8.30  a.  m.,  but  under  great  difficulty,  the  bayou  was  so  much 
obstructed  with  driftwood  and  suags.  I  joined  Lieutenant  Clapp 
about  three  miles  down  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  bayou,  and  pro- 
ceeded from  there  to  Bayou  Corn,  arriving  there  at  11  o'clock.  I  had 
the  command  across  Bayou  Corn  at  3  p.  m.,  but  was  obliged  to  send 
back  a  considerable  distance  for  sugar  coolers  with  which  to  cross  the 
bayou.  From  there  I  proceeded  to  Bayou  Pierre  Pass,  arriving  there 
at  6  p.  m.  I  formed  my  command  in  line  of  battle,  and  took  Lieutenant 
Clapp  and  twelve  men,  crossing  Bayou  Pierre  Pass  a  little  after  6,  leav- 
ing the  remainder  of  the  force  under  command  of  Captain  Pomroy.  I 
was  obliged  to  cross  the  bayou  a  second  time  in  order  to  reach  the  point 
that  I  wished.  From  there  I  iseiit  Lieutenant  Cla])p  with  four  men  to 
the  house  of  Pierre  Herbert,  where  Victorine  Trahan  and  one  other 
Confederate  soldier  were  supposed  to  be  stopping.  Lieutenant  Clapp 
ordered  the  house  to  be  surrounded,  instructing  the  guard  to  challenge 
any  person  seen  running  from  the  house,  and  if  the  challenges  were 
unanswered  to  fire.  The  lieutenant  and  the  guide  were  running  around 
a  point  of  the  house  wlien  the  guard  challenged  him.  Receiving  no 
response,  he  challenged  a  second  time.  Still  getting  no  answer,  he 
fired,  the  ball  striking  Lieutenant  Clapp  in  the  forehead,  killing  him 
instantly.  Owing  to  the  darkness  that  prevailed  it  was  impossible  to 
discern  faces  or  forms  at  any  distance,  and  the  shooting  of  Lieutenant 
Clapp  was  purely  accidental.  When  I  instructed  Lieutenant  Clapp  to 
surround  Pierre  Herbert's  I  proceeded  myself,  with  four  men,  to  another 
house,  where  a  brother  of  Pierre  Herbert  resided,  but  discovered  noth- 
ing whatever.  On  returning  I  met  Lieutenant  Clapp's  party,  who  had 
left  the  body  of  the  lieutenant  under  cover  of  some  shrubbery  while 
they  came  to  report  to  me.  I  procured  a  conveyance  and  returned  for 
the  body,  which  I  brought  with  me,  and  crossed  to  Bayou  Corn  and 
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arrived  at  Bayou  Corn  about  1  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  19th 
instant.  I  discovered  nothing  whatever  of  any  enemy,  and  was  told 
that  there  had  been  nothing  seen  in  that  vicinity  for  some  time,  except 
an  enrolling  party,  which  were  there  four  or  five  days  since.  I  had  the 
command  safely  across  Bayou  Corn  at  about  5  o'clock.  I  lost  three 
horses  by  drowning.  They  were  so  completely  exhausted  that  after 
swimming  across  the  bayou  they  were  utterly  unable  to  come  out  of 
the  water  from  sheer  weakness,  sind  having  no  means  at  my  disposal 
to  get  them  out,  I  was  compelled  to  abandon  them.  Of  the  remainder 
of  the  horses  there  are  about  twenty  rendered  unfit  for  service,  being 
completely  worn  out  in  crossing  and  recrossing  so  many  bayous.  I 
proceeded  from  Bayou  Corn  to  Grande  Bayou  and  commenced  crossing 
immediately.  We  were  all  across  about  9  o'clock,  and  arrived  in  camp 
at  12  m.  on  the  19th.  I  succeeded,  with  great  difficulty,in  bringing  the 
worn-out  horses  in  with  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

OEIN  A.  AVEEY, 
Captain,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry,  Commanding  Expedition. 

First  Lieut.  James  Magill, 

Acting  Adjutant  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry  and  Post. 


JANUARY  18-22,  1865.— Scout  from  Warrensburg  to  the  Snibar  HiUs,  Mo. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Daniel  Shumate,  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Company  I,  First  Mo.  State  Militia  Cav., 

Warrenshurg,  Mo.,  January  23, 1865. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that,  in  compliance 
with  Special  Orders,  No.  14,  dated  headquarters  post  Warrensburg, 
Mo.,  January  18,  1865,  I  marched  from  Camp  Grover  oti  the  18th 
instant  with  forty  men  of  the  First  and  Seventh  Cavalry  Missouri 
State  Militia.  I  camped  on  the  headwaters  of  Blackwater,  twenty 
miles  northwest  of  this  place.  On  the  morning  of  the  19th  we  resumed 
the  march  by  the  way  of  Chapel  Hill.  We  there  entered  the  Sni- 
bar Hills,  in  La  Fayette  County,  Mo.  I  there  divided  my  command, 
placing  Lieutenant  Daly  in  command  of  the  detachment  of  Seventh 
Cavalry  Missouri  State  Militia.  We  scouted  through  the  Snibar  Hills, 
visited  a  number  of  families  who  generally  report  having  seen  small 
bands  of  marauders  roving  through  the  country  who  occasionally 
call  on  them  for  something  to  eat.  The  people  say  that  they  are  forced 
to  cook  ibr  them.  From  thence  we  passed  to  Creenton  Valley  and 
camped.  On  the  morning  of  the  20th  we  scouted  through  the  valley 
in  the  direction  of  Greenton.  Lieutenant  Daly  with  his  command 
went  to  Greenton.  I  continued  west  of  Greenton  and  went  within  five 
miles  of  Wellington.  We  there  turned  back  and  wen  t  by  the  way  of 
Greenton  and  camped  in  that  vicinity.  On  the  morning  of  the  21st 
we  started  in  the  direction  of  the  Snibar  Hills.  We  scouted  through 
the  timber  of  the  valley;  also  through  the  Snibar  Hills.  We  cauaped 
two  miles  north  of  Chapel  Hill.  We  saw  five  guerrillas  and  consider- 
able of  sign.  There  are  families  in  that  part  of  the  country  who  come 
under  the  purview  of  my  order,  but  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  horses 
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aud  wagons  and  tlie  inclemency  of  the  weather  I  failed  to  bring  tlieiii 
to  these  headquarters.  On  the  morning  of  the  22d  we  started  for  this 
post.    We  arrived  at  camp  late  in  the  evening. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAKIEL  SHUMATE, 
Second  Lieut.  Co.  I,  1st  Gav.  Mo.  State  Militia,.  Comdg.  Detachment. 

fCol.  James  McFerran.] 


JANUARY  19-20,  1865.— Scout  from  Donaldsonville,  La. 

Eeport  of  Lieut.    Col.    Charles  H.  Parhhurst,    Third    Rhode    Island 

Cavalry. 

Hdqbs.  Detachment  Third  Ehode  Island  Cavalry, 

Camp,  Donaldsonville,  La.,  January  20,  1865. 

I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  a  scout  which  left 
this  post  last  night  under  my  command,  in  pursuit  of  Captain  Will- 
iams' band  of  guerrillas : 

Heft  the  post  about  7  p.  m.  with  fifty  men  from  my  detachment  and 
four  lieutenants,  three  from  said  detachment.  Near  Trasimoud  Lan- 
dry's plantetion  we  discovered  a  building,  used  as  a  school-house,  on 
fire,  and  when  my  advance  guard  reached  the  place  they  received 
some  half  a  dozen  shots  from  the  guerrillas,  who  immediately  took  to  the 
field  and  woods,  and,  owing  to  the  extreme  darkness,  it  was  impossible 
to  follow  them  with  any  prospect  of  capturing  them.  I  then  proceeded 
up  the  river  as  far  as  Dominique's  Store  and  divided  the  command  by 
sending  one-half  by  a  cut-off  to  the  rear  of  Thompson's  plantation, 
where  I  have  been  informed  that  Williams  had  been  that  day.  I  moved 
with  the  balance  of  the  command  up  the  river  road  to  the  front  of  the 
same  plantation.  We  saw  nothing  of  the  party  on  either  route.  I  then 
advanced  up  the  road  as  far  as  Mrs.  Adams'  plantation,  arriving  there 
at  midnight  and  encamped  for  the  night.  Immediately  after  mounting 
in  the  morning  I  received  information  that  a  portion  of  the  party  were 
on  a  cut-off  on  the  plantation  next  below,  and  ordered  Lieutenants 
Cross  and  Eiley,  with  twenty-five  men,  to  start  in  pursuit.  The  guer- 
rillas, however,  had  too  much  the  start,  and  with  that  and  the  great 
superiority  of  their  horses,  made  their  escape  into  the  swamp  as  closely 
pursued  as  the  condition  of  our  horses  would  permit.  We  did  not  get 
within  range  of  them.  Upon  the  return  of  Lieutenant  Cross  the  com- 
mand moved  down  the  river  road,  and  when  near  Sigur's  plantation 
saw  Captain  Williams  and  some  twelve  or  fourteen  men  of  the  party 
making  their  way  in  rear  of  the  negro  cabins  to  a  cut  off.  Pursuit  was 
at  once  ordered,  and  Lieutenant  Cross,  Lieutenant  Vance,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Eiley,  with  twenty-five  men,  followed  uijon  the  rear,  but  owing 
to  the  inefilciency  of  their  horses  the  capture  of  Williams'  party  was 
impossible.  The  command  then  returned  to  camp.  I  beg  leave  in  con- 
clusion to  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  useless  to  attempt  to  capture 
this  or  any  other  of  these  moving  bands  of  mounted  men  by  my  detach- 
ment until  it  is  better  mounted.  If  we  had  today  been  properly 
mounted  we  should  have  easily  captured  the  entire  party. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  H.  PAEKHUEST, 
Lieut.  Col.  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry,  Commanding  Detachment. 

Lieut.  L.  E.  Hall, 

Post  Adjutant. 
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JANUARY  19-22,  1865.— Expedition  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  to  Marion,  Ark., 
with  fikirmishes  (20th  and  2l8t)  at  and  near  Marion. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Col.  Herman  Lieb,  Fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Heavy  Artillery,  Aasistaiit  Inspector- 
General. 
No.  2. — Lieut.  Col.  Otto  Funkc,  Eleventh  Illinois  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Col.  Herman  Lieh,  Fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Heavy  Artillery,  Assist- 
ant Insjjector- General. 

Headquabtees  Department  of  Mississippi, 

Assistant  Inspector-General's  Office, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  January  22,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  following 
report : 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  19th  instant,  when  preparations  had  already 
been  made  to  cross  into  Arkansas  with  450  cavalry  and  200  infantry,  a 
scout  reported  that  all  of  Colonel  Lyles'  and  Shelby's  men  had  left  and 
gone  to  Mississippi  County;  that  but  Eeves'  baud  was  below,  and  in 
rear  of  Merriweather's  farm,  about  eight  miles  from  the  city,  and  that 

General  Dobbin  and  staff  were  on  the  plantation  of  Mrs. ,  nine 

miles  west  of  Marion  and  thirteen  of  Mound  City,  with  but  a  small  escort. 
The  scout  had  spoken  with  him  that  day  (the  19th) ;  consequently  the 
infantry  detachment  was  countermanded.  Embarking  I  found  that, 
contrary  to  the  statement  of  Captain  Van  Vliet,  one  of  the  boats  would 
contain  but  110  horses,  making  a  force  of  310  on  both.  I  sent  the  Raine, 
in  charge  of  Captain  Moore,  Seventh  Indiana  Cavalry,  with  200  men, 
after  the  Eeves  party,  while  myself  and  Colonel  Funke  took  the 
Belle  Peoria  and  landed  at  Mound  City  at  4  a.  m.  April  20.  Proceeded 
toward  Marion.  When  within  one  mile  of  the  town  the  advance  was 
halted,  but  dashing  forward  captured  the  two  vedettes.  One-quarter 
of  a  mile  farther  met  the  cavalry  outpost,  the  advance  dashing  on 
to  them,  wounding  1  mortally  and  1  slightly  in  arm,  who,  with  1 
other,  was  captured,  with  7  torses.  The  balance  made  their  escape. 
Marching  forward,  the  enemy  making  but  little  resistance  to  our 
advance  except  light  skirmishing,  it  was  resolved  to  remain  till  day- 
break. The  main  force  was  drawn  up  in  a  field  to  the  left  of  the  road; 
the  right  was  protected  by  the  bayou  and  a  gully  to  the  front.  Out- 
posts were  thrown  to  the  front  on  both  roads.  In  the  meantime  we 
received  positive  information  that  Colonel  Lyles  was  distant  but  a  few 
miles  with  part  of  his  old  command,  from  200  to  250  men,  and  the 
detachments  of  Missouri  troops  of  150,  making  in  all  400  men.  At  day- 
break the  houses  were  searched  and  Mr.  Grider,  a  notorious  smuggler, 
was  captured.  He  attempted  to  wrest  the  pistol  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  guard.  Having  been  overpowered  he  attempted  to  bribe  them  by 
giving  them  various  sums  of  money.  On  searching  him  I  found  in  his 
possession  an  order  to  proceed  to  the  counties  of  Crittenden,  Jackson, 
and  Mississippi,  all  opposite  Memphis,  to  procure  such  quartermaster's 
stores  as  he  could  obtain,  signed  Major-General  Hindman.  Having 
received  the  above  information  and  expecting  that  Captain  Moore  s 
detachment  would  strike  the  military  road  one  mile  west  of  Marion, 
I  concluded  to  withdraw  one  mile  to  Mr.  Cross'  plantation.  Soon  the 
enemy  followed,  keeping  up  sharp  firing,  but  not  pressing  us  in  the  least. 
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We  remained  until  11  o'clock,  when  we  commenced  to  retire  to  tbe 
river.  The  enemy  presented  himself  in  small  squads  to  our  right, 
and,  fearing  some  flanking  movement,  we  moved  back  to  the  fork  of 
the  Mound  City  and  Hopefield  road.  Soon  the  enemy  seemed  to  become 
bolder,  drawing  up  in  line  600  yards  to  our  front  (toward  Marion).  I 
directed  Colonel  Funke  to  embark  his  Ijorses  gradually,  and  using  the 
men  as  infantry,  skirmishing  was  kept  up  until  the  arrival  of  Captain 
Moore,  with  his  detachment,  by  the  Hopefield  road.  Captain  Moore  suc- 
ceeded in  ca])turing  Eeves'  pickets,  but  did  not  succeed  in  surprising 
their  camp,  which  had  just  been  evacuated.  He  captured  1  lieutenant 
and  G  men  on  picket  duty.  Captain  Moore  arrived  at  Mound  City  at 
5  p.  m.  The  heavy  fog  on  the  river  prevented  the  pilot  from  bringing 
the  boats  to  Memphis  last  evening  and  both  boats  arrived  at  Memphis 
at  7  a.  m.  today.  The  captures  are  as  follows:  One  lieutenant  of 
Shelby's  command,  11  men  of  Shelby's  and  Lyles'  commands,  20  horses, 
and  4  mules.    Loss,  1  man  dangerously  wounded. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  IJIEB, 
Colonel  and  Asst.  Insp.  Gen.,  Department  of  Mississippi. 

Capt.  F.  W.  Fox, 

Assistant  Adjiitant- General,  Department  of  Mississippi. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Otto  Funlce,  Eleventh  Dlinois  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Third  Brigtade,  Cavalry  Division, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  January  23,  1565, 
Sir  :  The  details  from  different  regiments  (400  men  in  all)  reported  to 
me  by  your  order  on  the  night  of  the  20th  [19thJ.  According  to  instruc- 
tions I  reported  to  Colonel  Lieb,  assistant  inspector-general,  for  orders. 
The  colonel  told  me  that  two  boats  would  be  ready  on  the  levee  inside 
of  Fort  Pickering  at  8  p.  m.  and  that  my  command  had  to  be  divided, 
one  detachment  going  up  and  the  other  down  the  river.  I  ordered  the 
Seventh  Indiana  and  the  Second  Wisconsin  (200)  on  board  the  steamer 
John  Eaine,  but  the  other  boat.  Belle  Peoria,  could  only  carry  110 
horses,  and  as  there  was  no  other  transportation  to  be  had  I  sent  ninety 
men  back  to  camp.  Colonel  Lieb  told  me  that  he  had  information  that 
about  fifty  or  sixty  rebels  were  in  the  vicinity  of  Merriweather's  place, 
about  eight  miles  down  the  river,  and  that  I  should  send  the  largest 
part  of  my  command  there,  as  there  was  only  Ueneral  Dobbin  with 
staff  and  a  small  escort  reported  to  be  above,  after  whom  I  concluded 
to  go  with  the  balance  of  my  command.  The  senior  officer  of  the  two 
detachments  on  board  the  steamer  John  Eaine  was  Captain  Moore,  of 
the  Seventh  Indiana.  I  furnished  him  with  a  guide,  and  instructed  him 
to  leave  with  his  command  at  3  o'clock  in  the  morning,  in  order  to  be 
there  at  daybreak,  to  disembark  three  miles  below  Merriweather's  place 
and  try  to  get  in  rear  of  said  rebel  camp,  and,  if  possible,  to  capture  it'. 
Should  he  ascertain  that  there  was  a  rebel  force  in  the  country,  to  strike 
the  Mound  City  and  Marion  road  about  six  miles  from  the  river  but  if 
he  did  not  hear  of  any  to  strike  the  same  road  close  to  the  river.  At 
moonrise  (2  a.  m.)  1  started  from  the  landing,  accompanied  by  Colonel 
Lieb,  up  the  river;  at  Mound  City  I  disembarked  the  men  and  at  4 
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o'clock  started  from  the  river  toward  Marion.    The  guides  which  Col- 
onel Lieb  had  furnished  reported  to  me  that  the  day  before  Lyles'  and 
Dobbin's  command  had  left  that  part  of  the  country,  and  that  no 
troops  were  in  that  part  of  the  country  except  General  Dobbin  with 
staft"  and  a  small  escort,  who  stayed  at  a  certain  liouse  about  thirteen 
miles  from  the  river.    I  had  to  rely  on  those  guides  entirely,  as  none  of 
my  men  nor  I  had  ever  been  in  that  part  of  the  country.    We  marched 
only  about  four  miles  when  my  advance  ran  against  the  rebel  pickets. 
The  two  vedettes  were  captured,  and  from  the  reserve  1  was  killed,  2 
wounded,  and  2  more  taken  prisoners;  7  horses  were  also  captured 
there.     The  balance  of  the  men  got  away  on  account  of  the  darkness. 
At  a  trot  I  moved  my  men  forward  into  Marion  across  a  bridge  over  a 
deep  ditch.    About  half  of  the  men  got  across  when  the  bridge  broke 
down.    The  roads  forked  in  town,  and- 1  sent  about  twenty  five  men 
on  each  of  those  roads,  who  were  soon  engaged  in  a  lively  skirmish. 
In  the  mean  time  I  learned  from  prisoners  and  negroes  that  Lyles'  com- 
mand, about  400  strong,  was  on  the  other  side  of  the  town  in  camp,  and 
as  soon  as  the  bridge  was  repaired  I  withdrew  my  mcTi,  except  a  small 
picket  on  each  of  those  roads,  across  the  bridge,  formed  them  in  line, 
and  concluded  to  await  daylight.    At  7  o'clock  I  fell  back  one  mile, 
where  I  fed  my  horses.    I  waited  there  until  11  o'clock,  and  as  by  that 
time  I  had  not  received  any  information  about  Captain  Moore's  com- 
mand I  concluded  to  fall  back  slowly  toward  the  river,  expecting  to  meet 
him  there.    We  had  continual  skirmishing  with  the  enemy,  and  they 
kept  following  us  up  toward  the  river.    One-half  a  mile  from  the  river 
I  halted  and  waited  until  3  o'clock,  when  I  put  the  horses  on  board  of 
the  boat.    At  4  o'clock  Captain  Moore  came  in  with  his  detachment  and 
reported  that  he  had  found  several  small  detachments  of  the  enemy, 
had  several  skirmishes,  killed  1,  wounded  1,  and  took  1  lieutenant  and 
7  men  prisoners;  also  captured  8  horses  and  3  mules.    One  of  his  men 
was  wounded.    Captain  Moore,  not  learning  of  any  body  of  troops  being 
there,  joined  me  by  the  nearest  route,  but  the  distance  being  farther 
than  was  represented  was  the  reason  of  his  delay  in  not  joining  me 
sooner.    We  embarked  in  our  boats,  but  on  account  of  the  heavy  fog 
did  not  arrive  here  until  yesterday  morning.    The  result  of  the  expedi- 
tion was  2  men  killed,  3  wounded,  and  1  lieutenant  and  12  men  taken  pris- 
oners ;  also  20  horses  and  G  mules  captured.    The  prisoners  were  turned 
over  to  the  provost-marslnil,  and  the  horses  and  mules  were  distributed 
to  the  following  regiments,  viz :  Seventh  Indiana,  8  horses  and  2  mules ; 
Eleventh  Illinois,  9  horses  and  2  mules;  Fourth  Illinois,  3  horses  and  1 
mule,  and  Second  Wisconsin  1  mule. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

OTTO  FUNKE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding  Expedition. 
Col.  E.  D.  OSBAND, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division,  Department  of  Mississippi. 


JANUARY  20,  1865. — Skirmish  near  Fort  Lamed,  Kans. 

Report  of  Maj.  Edward  W.  Wynkoop,  First  Colorado  Cavalry. 

FoKT  Lyon,  Colo.  Ter.,  February  4,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  colonel 
commanding,  that  the  coach  from  the  east  arrived  here  on  the  1st 
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instant,  bringing  news  to  the  effect  that  the  sutler  trains  destined  for 
Fort  Lyon,  which  left  Fort  Larned  on  the  17th  day  of  January,  18C5, 
with  an  escort  of  twenty-five  men  First  Veteran  Cavalry  of  Colorado 
and  six  men  of  the  Second  Colorado  Cavalry,  were  attacked  by  a  party 
of  Indians  when  three  days  this  side  of  Fort  Larned.  Our  loss  was  1 
man  killed  and  2  wounded,  viz:  Private  Fields.  Second  Colorado  Cav- 
alry, killed ;  Robert  F.  Cole,  Company  A,  First  Veteran  Cavalry  of  Colo- 
rado, severely  wounded ;  Private  Donihue,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry, 
severely  wounded.  The  Indians  lost  3  killed  and  3  wounded.  They 
were  supposed  to  be  Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes,  and  numbered  about 
forty-five.  The  train  returned  to  Fort  Larned.  I  inclose  a  rough 
sketch*  of  the  defenses  I  am  throwing  up  at  this  post.  The  nature 
of  the  ground  requires  the  peculiar  construction  represented  in  the 
draft.  I  will  continue  to  keep  the  colonel  commanding  advised  of 
any  movements  of  importance  in  this  vicinity  as  frequently  as  possible. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  W.  WYNKOOP, 
Major  First  Veteran  Cavalry  of  Colorado,  Commanding  Post. 

Lieut.  Ira  I.  Tabeb, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  District  of  Colorado. 


JAKTUARY  21-22, 1865.— Expedition  from  Brashear  City  to  Bayou  Sorrel,  La. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Richard  Caddell,  Eleventh   Wisconsin  Infantry. 

Brasheae,  City,  La.,  January  22,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  in  obedience  to  orders, I  embarked 
on  gunboat  43  at  3.30  p.  m,  on  the  21st  instant,  with  twenty  men  of 
Company  D,  Eleventh  Infantry  Wisconsin  Veteran  Volunteers,  and 
proceeded  to  the  mouth  of  Bayou  Groesbeck,  on  Bayou  Long;  there 
disembarked  in  small  boats  and  went  up  the  bayou  about  three-quar- 
ters of  a  mile;  landed  and  divided  my  men  in  squads  and  made  a 
thorough  search  of  the  land  on  both  sides  of  the  bayou  for  a  distance 
of  one  mile,  when  I  came  to  a  small  bayou  which  connects  with  Bayou 
Groesbeck.  About  sixty  yards  up  this  bayou  I  found  a  small  palmetto 
tent,  which  evidently  had  been  occupied  by  two  men.  In  it  was  a  small 
anchor  for  sinking  torpedoes,  which  I  sunk  in  the  bayou.  But  failing 
to  discover  the  torpedoes,  I  embarked  my  command  and  went  up  to 
Bayou  Millian  Point,  where  I  disembarked  with  four  men  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  house  of  William  Duvall,  a  private  of  Company  B, 
Twenty-sixth  Louisiana,  whom  I  captured.  I  then  proceeded  to  the 
mouth  of  Bayou  Sorrel,  where  I  disembarked  and  secreted  six  men 
with  instructions  to  stop  boats  coming  down  Bayou  Long  and  going  up 
Bayou  Sorrel.  From  here  I  went  to  Mr.  Hebert's,  leaving  four  men 
there  to  guard  that  point,  and  from  thence  to  Mason's,  and  searched 
the  premises  for  John  Spence.  Failing  to  find  him,  I  returned  to  He 
bert's  called  m  the  guard  which  I  had  left  there,  and  went  back  to  the 
mouth  of  Bayou  Sorrel  The  men  whom  I  had  there  secreted  had  cap- 
tiired  Sergt.  James  Malcou  and  Private  John  S.  Hebert,  of  Company 
B,  Twenty-sixth  Louisiana,  during  my  absence.  I  again  embarked 
and  went  down  the  bayou  to  the  mouth  of  Bayou  Groesbeck  Here  I 
secreted  nine  men,  and  proceeded  with  the  remainder  to  the"  east  side 

*  Omitted. 
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of  Bayou  Loug,  opposite  to  the  mouth  of  Bayou  Groesbeck:  disem- 
barked and  established  a  picket.  About  two  hours  after  I  had  posted 
the  pickets  1  discovered  a  boat  coming  down  the  bayou  with  one  man 
in  It,  which  I  brought  to,  and  the  occupant  proved  to  be  Second  Lieut 
O.  Penissou,  Company  B,  Twenty-sixth  Louisiana  Infantry,  whom  f 
took  prisoner.  Here  I  remained  until  sunrise  on  the  22d,  when  I 
embarked  and  return  to  Millian  Point,  where  I  disembarked  and 
awaited  the  return  of  the  gun-boat  from  Belle  River,  she  having  gone 
there  to  anchor.  The  boat  arrived  at  8  a.  m.,  when  I  embarked  and 
returned  to  Brashear  City,  arriving  at  2  p.  in.  The  prisoners  I  turned 
over  to  Lieut.  S.  E.  Shepard,  provost-marshal,  Brashear  City,  La. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  CADDELL, 

Second  Lieut.  Company  1),  Eleventh   Wisconsin  Vet.  Vol.  Infty. 

Capt.  R.  E.  Jackson, 

Post  Adjutant. 

[iDdorsemeDt.] 

Headquarters  Post, 
Brashear  City,  January  32,  1865. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

Learning  that  a  few  rebel  soldiers  were  in  Bayou  Long  in  charge  of 
a  torpedo  and  their  whereabouts,  I  sent  Lieutenant  Caddell  and  twenty 
men  of  the  Eleventh  Wisconsin  Infantry  up  in  the  gun-boat  43  to  cap- 
ture them.     For  particulars  of  the  expedition  I  refer  you  to  his  report 

C.  L.  HARRIS, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


JANTTAEY  22,  1865.— Skirmish  on  the  Benton  Road,  near  Little  Eock,  Ark. 
B&port  of  Capt.  William  Hawley,  Third  XT.  S.  Cavalry. 

Camp  Third  U.  S.  Cavalry, 

Little  Rode,  Arlc,  January  23, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  as  field  officer  of  the  day.  Second 
Brigade,  Cavalry  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps,  that  I  visited  the 
picket  on  the  Benton  road  at  4  p.  m.  yesterday  upon  information 
received  that  the  patrol  on  that  road  had  been  fired  into  within  a  mile 
and  a  half  of  the  picket-post.  Upon  my  arrival  I  found  that  the  patrol, 
consisting  of  fifteen  men  and  an  officer,  had  been  ambuscaded  while  on 
their  return  trip  by  a  force  of  about  twenty-five  or  thirty  of  the  enemy. 
The  enemy  allowed  the  patrol  to  pass  on  until  it  arrived  directly  oppo- 
site their  line,  when  they  opened  a  flanking  fire  upon  it,  wounding  3 
men,  1  of  whom  they  captured.  There  are  also  3  men  missing,  making 
a  total  of  G  men.  I  remained  at  the  ])icket-post  until  3  o'clock  this 
morning,  and  finding  everything  quiet  I  proceeded  to  visit  the  pickets 
at  the  Big  and  Little  Maumelle,  Fort  Smith,  and  upper-river  roads, 
and  found  everything  correct. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  HAWLEY, 
Captain,  Third  U.  S.  Cavalry,  Field  Officer  of  the  Lay. 

Lieutenant  Lyman, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 
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[First  indorBement.] 

Hdqrs.  Second  Bkigade,  Cavalry  Division, 

Little  Bock,  January  23, 1865. 
Eespectfully  forwarded,  and  recommend  that  the  patrol  be  discon- 
tinued. The  enemy  are  invited  by  it  to  collect  in  force  and  waylay  our 
small  parties.  It  has  been  my  misfortune  to  lose  from  my  command 
within  three  years  more  than  100  men  while  on  daily  patrol  duty,  ihe 
roads  in  this  country  are  such  that  the  enemy  have  every  advantage. 
Eespectfully,  &c.,  ^^^^^  B^J^^Wl, 

•  Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Hdqes.  Cavalry  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Little  Rock,  January  23,  1865. 
Eespectfully  forwarded. 

In  my  opinion  a  patrol  toward  Benton  should  consist  of  twenty- five 
to  fifty  men.  The  cavalry  force  here  at  present  is  not  adequate  to  fur- 
nish that  number  daily. 

J.  E.  WEST, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


JANUARY   22-FEBRUAEY    4,   1865.— Expedition   from    Little   Rock  to 
Mount  Elba,  Ark.,  with  skirmish  at  Saline  River. 

Report  of  Surg.  George  B.  Weeks,  U.  S.  Army. 

Little  Eock,  Ark.,  February  5, 1865. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  I  reported  to  Brig.  Gen.  E.  A. 
Carr,  commanding  expedition  to  Mount  Elba,  on  the  22d  of  January, 
1865,  and  was  assigned  as  surgeon-in-chief.  The  command  was  com- 
posed of  the  First  Iowa  Cavalry,  First  Missouri  Cavalry,  Thirteenth 
Illinois  Cavalry,  Thirty-third  Iowa  Infantry,  Forty-third  Illinois 
Infantry,  Twenty-eighth  "Wisconsin  Infantry,  Fiftieth  Indiana  Infantry, 
One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry,  One  hundred  and 
sixth  Illinois  Infantry,  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Battery,  one  section  First 
Arkansas  Battery  (colored),  and  pontoon  corps.  We  left  Little  Eock 
January  22  at  11  a.  m.  and  arrived  at  Mount  Elba  January  — ,  at  1 
p.m.  Infantry  halted  here;  pontoon  was  put  down;  cavalry  crossed 
over  the  Saline  Eiver  at  5  p.  m. ;  advanced  on  the  Camden  road  twenty- 
five  miles  and  back  to  Mount  Elba  on  the  next  day.  On  the  29th  we 
commenced  our  march  for  Little  Eock,  where  we  arrived  at  3  p.  m. 
February  4,  18G5.  The  health  of  the  troops  was  remarkably  good 
during  the  march;  but  very  few  were  in  the  ambulances  at  any  time. 
One  man  was  killed  in  a  skirmish  at  Saline  Eiver,  the  only  casualty 
tliat  occurred  during  the  time  we  wereout.  (See  accompanying  report.*) 
The  medical  officers  all  did  their  duty  faithfully  and  efficiently.  I 
heard  of  no  complaints  whatever.  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  par- 
ticularly to  Lieutenant  Cory,  commanding  ambulance  corps,  First 
Division.    He  is  a  good  officer,  and  managed  his  department  very 

*  Not  found. 
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efSciently.  so  much  so  that  not  a  single  complaint  was  made  about 
transportation.    I  forward  herewith  reports  of  the  commands  while 
absent,  with  the  exception  of  those  that  went  from  Pine  Bluff,  who 
were  ordered  to  make  them  to  the  senior  surgeon  at  that  post. 
EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  R.  WEEKS, 
Surgeon,    U.  S.  Volunteers,  in  Charge  of  Expedition. 
Surg.  J.  E.  Smith,  TJ.  S.  Army, 

Medical  Director,  Department  of  Arlcansas. 


JANUABY  23,  1865.— Skirmish  at  Thompson's  Plantation,  La. 
B^ort  of  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  H.  Parkhurst,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 

Hdqes.  Detachment  Third  Ehode  Island  Cavalry, 

Donaldsonville,  La.,  January  23, 1865. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
attack  made  by  Williams'  guerrilla  party  upon  the  couriers  coming 
from  Plaquemine to-day: 

When  they  arrived  near  the  Sigur  plantation  a  party  of  some  sixteen 
came  out  from  the  cut-off  between  the  advance  and  the  main  body  of 
the  couriers  and  started  in  pursuit  of  the  advance  couriers.  Sergeaht 
McTwiggan,  in  charge  of  the  couriers,  ordered  the  men  to  advance. 
They  hesitated  for  a  time,  but  at  last,  after  a  vigorous  application  of  the 
saber  by  the  sergeant,  his  men  followed  him,  but  too  late  to  come  up 
with  the  party  until  they  reached  Thompson's  lower  plantation,  where 
a  skirmish  took  place,  and  the  rebels  were  driven  back  down  the  cut- 
off. The  sergeant  then  withdrew  his  men  back  to  the  road  and  was 
there  again  attacked  by  another  party  of  nearly  the  same  number,  and 
followed  as  far  as  Narcisse  Landry's  plantation,  continually  skirmish- 
ing. George  A.  Walbridge,  of  Company  H,  was  seriously  wounded  and 
left  at  Thompson's  plantation.  After  leaving  Thompson's  plantation 
the  horses  of  five  of  the  men  became  exhausted  and  four  of  the  men 
were  captured.  I  regret  to  say  that  the  conduct  of  the  men  at  first  is 
deserving  of  the  most  severe  condemnation,  but  they  afterward  did  as 
well  as  they  could,  according  to  the  statement  of  the  sergeant  in  com- 
mand. I  can  only  repeat  what  I  have  before  said  in  reference  to  the 
inefficiency  of  the  horses  of  this  command.  It  has  caused  the  capture 
of  four  men  to-day,  which  would  not  have  happened  had  the  men  been 
properly  mounted. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  H.  PAEKHUEST, 
Lieutenant- Colonel.  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Leonidas  E.  Hall, 

Post  Adjutant. 


JANUABT  24,  1865.— Skirmish  near  Bayou  Gonla,  La. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1.— Brig.  Geu.  Robert  A.  Cameron,  XT.  S.  Army,  commanding  LaFourche  Dis- 
trict. 
No.  2.— Lieut.  Col.  Charles  H.  Parkhurst,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 
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Ko.  1. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Robert  A.  Cameron,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  La 

Fourche  District. 

Headquarters  La  Fourche  District, 

Thibodeaux,  La.,  January  25,  1865. 
A  party  of  cavalry,  thirteen  in  number,  belonging  to  the  Third  Ehode 
Island  Cavalry,  at  Doualdsonville,  Colonel  Fiske  just  telegraphs  me, 
undertook  to  return  from  Plaquemine  yesterday.  He  sent  a  lieutenant 
and  twenty  meji  up toBayouGoulatomeetthemandescortthem through. 
Before  the  lieutenant  and  his  party  arrived  at  Bayou  Goula  they  were 
attacked  by  a  party  of  twenty-four  rebels.  Two  of  our  men  were 
wounded  at  the  first  iire;  the  remainder  of  the  thirteen  surrendered 
without  firing  a  gun.  The  lieutenant  and  his  party  arriving,  he  pur- 
sued the  rebels  a  few  miles,  but  recaptured  nothing.  This  command 
constantly  complain  that  they  cannot  capture  these  guerrillas,  because 
they,  the  Third  Rhode  Island,  are  so  badly  mounted,  yet  the  rebels 
manage  to  get  away  with  prisoners  mounted  on  the  same  kind  of  horses. 
Colonel  Fiske  will  forward  a  written  report,  which  will  be  sent  forward 
as  soon  as  it  arrives. 

E.  A.  CAMEEOK, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  District. 

Oapt.  Frederic  Speed, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Defenses  of  New  Orleans. 


No.  2. 
Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  E.  Farkhurst,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Detachment  Third  Ehode  Island  Cavalry, 

Doualdsonville,  La.,  January  35,  1865. 
I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  capture  of  the 
couriers  from  Plaquemine  yesterday: 

Sergeant  Dodge,  in  charge  of  the  couriers,  was  attacked  yesterday 
about  a  mile  above  Bayou  Goula  by  Captain  Williams,  whose  party 
consisted  of  twenty-four;  twelve  in  front  and  twelve  in  rear.  Sergeant 
Dodge  disgracefully  surrendered  his  entire  command.  Bernard  McDon- 
ough.  Company  C,  was  shot  through  the  arm,  and  was  paroled  and  is 
now  in  hospital.  The  whole  loss  was  twelve  men,  horses  and  equip- 
ments. I  have  ordered  Sergeant  Dodge  to  be  reduced  to  the  ranks 
Your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  H.  PAEKHUEST, 
T  ■     I   T    p  XT  Lieutenant  Colonel,  Commanding. 

Post  Adjutant. 

JANUARY  24-FEBKUARY  22,  1865.-Expedition  from  Cape  Girardeau, 
Mo.,  to  Eleven  Points  River,  Ark. 

Reports  of  Col.  John  B.  Rogers,  Second  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  February  27, 1865 
MA.T0R:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  24th  ultimo  I  left 
this  place,  pursuant  to  instructions  from  the  general  commaudiug  with 
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a  detachment  from  this  sub-district  numberiug  300  men  and  a  section 
of  the  Second  Missouri  Light  Artillery.  I  proceeded  as  far  as  the 
Indian  Ford,  on  the  Saint  Francis  Elver,  where  I  was  joined  by  a 
detachment  from  the  Third  Sub-District,  numbering  200  men  under 
command  of  Captain  McClanahau,  Second  Cavalry  Missouri  State 
Mihtia.  I  then  proceeded  with  the  whole  force  into  Arkansas,  intending 
to  proceed  as  far  as  Jacksouport  and  attack  the  forces  said  to  be  near 
that  place  under  the  rebel  general  McRae.  About  the  night  of  the 
26th  of  January  it  commenced  raining  heavily,  rendering  the  roads 
nearly  impassable  and  filling  the  streams  so  as  to  cause  much  incon- 
venience in  crossing  them.  When  I  reached  Current  Eiver,  on  the 
northern  line  of  Arkansas,  I  found  it  impossible  to  ford  it,  and  no 
ferries  at  that  point  and  none  to  be  heard  of  on  the  river  at  any  point 
near  there.  I  immediately  sent  out  parties  and  succeeded  in  finding 
a  small  flat-boat  some  twenty-three  miles  down  the  river  near  its  iunc- 
tion  with  Black  Elver,  but  a  large  extent  of  swamp  was  between  the 
command  and  the  boat  found,  which  swamps  it  was  necessary  to  cross; 
and  the  rain  continuing,  the  swamps  were  full,  and  it  was  deemed 
impracticable  to  move  my  train  through  them.  I  therefore  left  the 
train  under  a  strong  guard  and  marched  with  the  balance  of  the  com- 
mand, carrying  five  days'  rations,  wading  for  miles  through  water 
from  one  to  three  feet  deep.  After  a  very  laborious  march  I  reached  the 
boat,  and  found  it  capable  of  crossing  but  eight  men  and  their  horses 
at  a  time.  After  crossing,  another  swamp  very  difficult  to  cross 
stretched  for  miles  on  the  other  side  of  Current  Elver  on  the  road 
toward  Pocahontas.  I  however  proceeded  to  that  place,  where  I 
received  reliable  information  that  McRae  had  been  driven  from  near 
Jacksonport  by  a  force  sent  from  Devall's  Blutt'  for  that  purpose,  and 
that  there  was  no  enemy  in  force  north  of  the  Arkansas  Elver  on  that 
line  and  no  enemy  that  would  stand  to  fight,  but  small  bands  of  guer- 
rillas were  prowling  through  the  country,  who  fled  at  our  approach.  I 
therefore  divided  my  command,  ordering  the  detachment  from  Pilot 
Knob  to  return  to  that  post  by  way  of  Doniphan,  thoroughly  scouring 
the  country,  for  the  purposeof  exterminating,  as  far  as  possible,  the  guer- 
rillas, while  with  the  balance  of  the  troops  I  pushed  ou  as  far  as  the 
vicinity  of  Eleven  Points  Elver,  some  ten  miles  below  Pocahontas. 
We  found  the  country  almost  entirely  destitute  of  forage.  We  killed 
several  guerrillas  in  that  viciuity.  Being  unable  to  hear  of  any  force 
of  the  enemy,  and  finding  it  nearly  impossible  to  subsist  either  men  or 
horses,  I  returned  to  Cherokee  Bay,  thoroughly  scouting  the  country 
in  pursuit  of  the  guerrilla  bands  of  Eeves  and  Bowles.  We  suc- 
ceeded in  killing  several  of  them  and  capturing  many  horses  and 
mules  stolen  by  them  from  Missouri  and  several  U.  S.  horses  and 
mules.  Finding  that  I  could  do  no  further  good  in  that  country  without 
a  permanent  occujiation  of  the  country,  I  returned  to  this  post,  reach- 
ing this  place  late  on  the  evening  of  the  22d  instant.  Nineteen  guer- 
rillas were  killed,  and  I  captured  and  turned  over  77  head  of  horses, 
26  mules,  21  head  of  cattle,  and  1  jack.  I  found  that  country  infested 
by  small  bands  of  guerrillas,  who  will  not  stand  to  fight,  but  subsist 
by  plundering  the  inhabitants,  and  the  swamps  and  canebrakes  of  that 
region  afford  them  secure  shelter,  rendering  it  extremely  difficult  to 
find  and  destroy  them.  I  think  a  post  at  either  Doniphan  or  Pocahontas 
would  soon  effectually  dispose  of  them.  I  find  the  sentiment  of  the 
people  of  Northern  Arkansas  friendly  to  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment— much  more  so  than  in  Missouri — and  I  think  it  but  needs  foster- 
ing and  protection  to  revive  their  affection  for  the  old  flag.    The  oppres- 
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sion  and  wrong  suffered  by  tliem  from  the  usurped  authority  imposed 
on  them  serves  but  to  render  their  remembrance  of  the  olden  time  the 
more  to  be  valued  by  them.  I  think  a  local  force  could  be  raised  there, 
loyal  and  true,suiificiently  strong  to  guard  themselves,  if  arms  were 
furuished  them  and  an  opportunity  given  them  to  organize. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  ROGERS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Expedition. 
Maj.  H.  Hannahs, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  District  of  Haint  Louis,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. 

Cape  Girakdeau,  Mo.,  February  27,  1865. 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  additional  report, 
omitted  in  my  report  of  this  date,  and  herewith  inclosed : 

"While  in  Northern  Arkansas  and  Southern  Missouri  large  numbers 
of  Union  refugees  immediately  prepared  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  thus  presented  of  escaping  from  the  despotism  and  dan- 
gers oppressing  them.  They  were  nearly  all  of  the  better  class  of  citi- 
zens, many  of  them  wealthy  farmers,  but  they  owned  that  if  they 
remained  longer  there  they  would  almost  certainly  be  conscripted  into 
the  rebel  army,  or,  resisting  that,  be  killed.  They  stated  that  to 
attempt  to  escape,  excepting  under  ])rotection  of  our  forces,  would  be 
certain  death — a  statement,  incredible  as  it  may  seem,  I  found  to  be 
only  too  true,  as  one  of  them,  moving  a  little  too  quick,  and  being 
in  advance  only  about  four  miles,  was  shot.  There  were  about  thirty 
families,  and  I  could  not  abandon  them  to  their  fate.  1  did  move 
slowly,  and  so  arranged  my  force  as  to  protect  them  and  their  teams  and 
household  goods  and  what  little  stock  tliey  had  along  with  tliem,  occa- 
sionally taking  teams  of  oxen  for  one  day  to  assist  their  jaded  teams 
(with  the  consent  of  the  owners),  all  of  which  were  returned  to  the 
owners.  I  obtained  and  gave  some  of  the  more  destitute  meal  to  sub- 
sist upon,  paying  for  same  from  my  own  money,  and  at  other  times 
obtaining  it  from  wealthy  rebel  citizens.  It  was  a  case  of  stern  neces- 
sity. It  was  starvation  or  food  for  women  and  children.  It  delayed 
my  return  a  few  days,  but  humanity  demanded  the  delay.  I  could  not 
abandon  them ;  they  had  already  suffered  incredible  hardships.  They 
will  not  become  a  charge  upon  the  Government,  but  will  all  be  able  to 
earn  a  livelihood.  Although  this  may  not  have  been  strictly  military, 
I  confidently  rely  upon  the  well-known  charity  and  kind  feelings  of 
the  commanding  general  toward  these  unfortunate  victims  of  this 
accursed  rebellion  to  justify  me  in  thus  acting  toward  them. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

J.  B.  ROGERS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Expedition. 
Maj.  H.  Hannahs, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  District  of  Saint  Louis,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. 


JANUARY  26-31,  1865.— Scout  from  Pine  Bluff  toward  Camden  and  Mon- 
ticello,  Ark,  with  skirmishes. 

K^ort  of  Brig.  Gen.  Eugene  A.  Garr,  JJ.  S.  Army. 

Pine  Bluff,  January  31, 1865 — 1.45  p.  m.     ' 

I  left  here  with  my  command  on  the  26th  instant.    My  detachment  of 

cavalry  sent  to  scout  along  the  Saline  killed  one  and  captured  several 
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rebels  on  the  way,  and  arrived  at  Mount  Elba  on  the  26th  and  ran 
into  a  squad  of  rebels,  of  whom  it  killed  and  captured  several,  losing  one 
man  killed.  I  arrived  at  Mount  Elba  on  the  27th.  It  took  three  hours 
and  ten  minutes  to  lay  down  a  bridge  of  seven  boats,  but  I  got  the  cav- 
alry several  miles  beyond  the  Saline  that  night.  The  next  day  they 
went  about  twenty-eight  miles  from  Mount  Elba  toward  Camden  and 
within  about  twenty  miles  of  Camden,  the  distance  being  greater  than 
1  was  at  first  informed  and  the  Moro  very  hard  to  cross.  They  ran  into  a 
party  of  about  seventy  rebels,  commanded  by  Major  Hunter,  and  scat- 
tered them,  killing  two  and  capturing  several.  The  rebels  had  no  idea  of 
their  approach.  I  also  sent  scoutsnearly  to  Monticello  and  toward  Cam- 
den. My  scouts  captured  altogether  34  prisoners,  being  Confederates  in 
arms  and  on  furlough,  and  bushwhackers;  1  captain  and  2  lieutenants. 
We  killed  3,  and  lost  1  killed  and  2  soldiers  and  a  guide  wounded.  I 
do  not  think  there  is  any  force  at  Monticello  except  a  recruiting  party. 
There  seems  to  be  a  small  force  at  Long  View,  below  Warren,  guard- 
ing a  bridge.  News  from  Camden  confirmatory  of  previous  reports. 
Captain  Anderson,  Eighteenth  Illinois,  commanding  pontoon  battalion, 
is  incompetent  and  ineflicient,  and  I  recommend  that  he  be  dropped 
from  the  service.  He  was  slow  in  traveling  and  slow  in  laying  the 
bridge.  His  men  left  Little  Eock  unprovided  with  shoes,  and  he  did 
nothing  at  Pine  Bluff  to  provide  them  or  to  exchange  their  bread,  which 
was  damaged.  The  troops  behaved  very  well.  Some  vacant  houses 
were  burned  along  the  road,  and  I  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  find 
out  the  perpetrators. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  CAER, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding  Expedition. 

Maj.  John  Levering, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  of  Arkansas,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 


JAKUART  26-FEBETJARY  4,  1866.— Expedition  from  Plaquemine  to  The 
Park,  La.,  with  skirmish  (February  4)  at  The  Park. 

Meports  of  Gapt.  L.  Frederick  Rice,  Thirty-first  Massachusetts  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Post  Plaquemine, 

Plaquemine,  La.,  January  30,  1865. 
Capt.  B,  B.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  La  Fourche  District: 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  report  of  L. 
Frederick  Eice,  Thirty-first  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  commanding 
the  expedition  sent  out  from  this  post  by  order  of  Brigadier-General 
Sherman,  commanding  Defenses  of  New  Orleans.  His  command  is 
still  in  the  vicinity  of  The  Park  and  keeps  up  a  daily  communication 
with  this  post. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  a.  SHAW, 
Major,  Eleventh  U.  S.  Colored  Heavy  Artillery,  Commanding  Post. 

[Id  closure.] 

The  Park,  January  29, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my  proceed- 
ings since  leaving  Plaquemine  in  a  more  comprehensive  form  than  I 
have  heretofore  been  able  to  do : 

5  R  R— VOL  XLVIII,  PT  I 
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In  accordance  with  your  orders  I  sent  the  major  portion  of  my  com- 
pany, under  Lieutenant  Barber,  to  Indian  Village,  leaving  Plaquemine 
soon  after  noon  January  26.  His  report  of  his  doings  previous  to  my 
own  arrival  at  Indian  Village  was  sent  to  you  yesterday.  Eemaiiiiug 
in  Plaquemine  until  the  morning  of  the  27  th,  I  left  there  with  fifteen  men 
and  seized  ships  at  Mr.  Kleinpeter's  and  Madam  Banty's.  I  had  tUem 
taken  down  to  the  mouth  of  the  Bayou  Jacob,  where,  leaving  the  horses 
and  the  remainder  of  the  men,  I  went  up  the  bayou  about  two  miles,  but 
without  success.  1  found  the  bayou  blocked  with  trees,  and  concluded 
it  useless  to  go  farther;  I  however  found  and  destroyed  four  skiffs. 
At  a  house  I  found  two  double-barrel  shotguns  and  a  Kemiugton  pis- 
tol. The  occupant  of  the  house,  a  young  man,  gave  his  name  as 
Joseph  Langlois;  said  that  the  pistol  had  been  left  there  a  few  days 
before  by  a  Confederate  soldier,  deserter.  As  I  knew  that  one  such 
had  come  within  our  lines  within  a  short  time,  and  as  the  young  man 
told  a  very  plausible  and  connected  story  regarding  his  antecedents,  I 
concluded  to  leave  him  and  take  the  arras.  The  guns  being  very 
much  out  of  repair  and  rusted  badly,  I  threw  them  into  the  bayou  as 
being  of  no  value  to  the  provost-marshal  and  uselessly  loading  the 
horses.  Having  accomplished  this,  I  returned  to  my  horses  and  con- 
tinued on  toward  Indian  Village,  where  I  arrived  between  3  and  4 
p.  m.  You  will  therefore  see  that  it  was  my  party  that  your  scout 
reported  as  near  the  Devil's  Elbow.  Stopping  at  Indian  Village  long 
enough  to  hear  what  he  had  been  about,  as  soon  as  it  was  dark  we 
proceeded,  dismounted,  to  The  Park,  where,  after  a  careful  search,  I 
threw  out  pickets  and  quartered  my  men  for  the  night.  The  next 
morning  I  found  two  skiffs,  and  crossed  Bayou  Plaquemine  with  a 
dozen  men.  t  searched  the  swamps  from  here  to  about  halfway  to 
the  village.  I  found  by  the  tracks  that  the  rebels  had  gone  toward 
Grossetete  by  two  paths,  one  deep  in  the  swamp  and  not  approaching 
Bayou  Plaquemine  till  over  a  mile  above  here,  and  the  other  skirting 
the  bayou  all  the  way.  The  tracks  showed  that  not  more  than  five  or 
six  men  had  traveled  the  latter  path,  while  the  former  gave  signs  of 
over  twenty.  This  path  was  very  bad  to  follow.  It  required  us  to 
wade  over  knee-deep  for  many  hundred  feet.  In  the  afternoon  Lieu- 
tenant Barber,  by  my  orders,  with  twenty  men,  crossed  at  tlie  village 
and  proceeded  up  the  Grossetete  road  about  a  mile,  finding  where  the 
rebels  had  reentered  the  road  from  the  swamp,  but  seeing  no  one.  I 
ascertained  yesterday  how  Williams  crossed  Grand  Kiver.  Having 
crossed  lower  Grand  some  distance  from  The  Park,  he  reached  upper 
Grand  near  where  Bayou  Plaquemine  comes  into  it.  Here  he  found 
the  flat  by  which  the  party  of  men  and  young  ladies  came  from 
Grand  Coteau,  who. reached  Plaquemine  on  the  afternoon  of  the  26th 
between  6  and  7  in  the  morning,  and  the  flat-boat  had  been  there  but 
a  short  time.  He  crossed  his  men  in  this  flat,  making  his  horses  swim. 
This  morning  I  again  crossed  the  bayou  with  a  small  party  and  com- 
menced where  I  left  off  yesterday;  continued  up  as  far  as  Lieutenant 
Barber  went.  The  rebels,  after  waiting  at  the  bank  of  the  bayou,  as  I 
mentioned  before,  again  struck  back  into  the  swamp,  which  they  did 
not  leave  till  some  distance  above  the  village.  I  saw  both  ends  of  this 
path,  but  after  following  it  in  nearly  waist-deep  I  concluded  not  to 
follow  it  all  the  way.  This  afternoon  I  sent  Lieutenant  Barber  with 
twenty  mounted  men,  down  as  far  as  the  second  Le  Blanc,  about  four 
miles  this  side  of  Eoan.  He  found  that  Williams  passed  through  the 
Bayou  Goula  road  and  crossed  lower  Grand  near  Hyde's,  this  fide  of 
Totfae's.    This  is  all  the  information  I  have  been  able  to  collect.    The 
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water  is  rising  in  the  swamps  and  very  cold,  so  it  seems  as  tliougb 
none  but  a  desperate  man  would  attempt  to  pass.  Williams'  horses 
and  men  are  badly  used  up,  so  I  think  nothing  need  be  apprehended 
from  him  for  a  fortnight  at  least.  When  I  came  down  the  day  after 
Brown  and  his  men  came  from  Grossetete  I  was  told  that  they  crossed  at 
Leonard's,  and  that  he  had  a  new  flat-boat  concealed  in  the  willows. 
I  found  the  flat  to-day,  but  he  denies  any  knowledge  of  it.  I  there- 
fore send  him  to  you. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  FKEDEllICK  RICE, 
Captain,  Thirty-first  Massachusetts  Volunteers. 
Lieut.  0.  n.  Barney, 

Post  Adjutant,  Plaqtiemine. 


Headquarters  Post  or  Plaqubmine, 

Plaqueminv,  La,,  February  5,  1805. 
Oapt.  Fkedeeic  Speed, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Defenses  of  New  Orleans: 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  the  official  report  of 
Capt.  L.  Frederick  Eice,  commanding  the  mounted  expedition  sent  out 
from  this  post,  concerning  the  skirmish  on  the  morning  of  yesterday 
at  The  Park. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

li.  G.  SHAW, 
Major,  Eleventh  JJ.  S.  Colored  Heavy  Artillery,  Comdg.  Post. 

[Inclosure.] 

The  Park,  February  4, 1865 — 1  p.  m. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  occur- 
rences of  the  past  night  more  in  detail  than  I  could  do  this  morning. 
Somewhere  near  midnight  the  vedette  posted  below  my  position  here, 
nearly  opposite  the  junction  of  Bayou  Plaquemine  with  Grand  Iliver, 
heard  a  party  approaching  through  the  water  that  covers  the  road  still 
farther  down.  Hastily  alarming  the  camp,  we  were  enabled  to  make 
the  proper  disposition  for  their  reception  before  the  rebels  opened  lire. 
The  vedette  fired  four  shots  as  he  fell  back,  and  the  rebels  advanced, 
with  loud  yells,  which  had  but  the  eflect  of  disclosing  the  extent  of 
their  deployed  line  which  the  darkness  and  fog  would  not  permit  us  to 
see.  I  at  first  took  a  small  squad  to  the  lower  extremity  of  the  build- 
ings of  Madam  Sellier,  but  being  warned  by  the  splashing  of  the 
water  that  the  rebels  were  sending  a  portion  of  their  force  around 
between  me  and  the  swamp,  with  the  probable  intention  of  strikhig  my 
flank  or  rear,  I  fell  back  a  short  distance  to  the  fence  just  below  the 
saw-mill,  where  I  took  a  position  which  I  retained  during  the  entire 
affair.  The  rebels  advanced  to  the  fences  next  below  me,  and  tearing 
them  down  passed  through,  at  the  same  time  opening  fire.  Waiting 
for  an  opportunity,  I  commenced  and  for  perhaps  half  an  hour  the  work 
was  quite  brisk.  During  this  time  one  of  my  men,  Michael  ILigerty, 
was  killed  and  one  of  the  rebels  wounded  and  captured.  Soon  after 
re-enforcements  arrived  from  Indian  Village,  and  almost  immediately 
the  rebels  commenced  retreating.  I  am  happy  to  state  that  not  a  single 
instance  of  misconduct  among  my  men  was  observed  by  me;  while  at  the 
same  time  it  was  the  timely  arrival  of  Lieutenant  Bond,  with  a  small 
mounted  squad,  soon  followed  by  Lieutenant  Barber,  with  all  the  force 
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that  could  be  spared  from  the  village,  that  probably  prevented  our  being 
ultimately  surrounded  and  possibly  defeated.  As  soon  as  the  retreat 
of  the  rebels  bepame  apparent  I  sent  forward  a  line  of  skirmishers  to 
find  whether  the  silence  was  a  feint  to  draw  us  out,  but  could  tiud  no 
one.  About  daylight  two  men,  Z.  Parker,  of  King's  company,  and 
Edwin  Estene,  of  Whitaker's  company,  were  discovered  badly  wounded 
in  Mr.  Hamilton's  house,  where  they  had  been  left  by  the  rebels  on 
their  retreat.  The  latter  died  about  noon,  and  the  former  is  unlikely 
to  survive  the  night  Soon  after  daylight  Ave  men  of  King's  company — 
Savage,  Bronette,  Neff',  Wood,  and  Gillette,  representing  themselves  to 
be  Northern  men  and  deserters,  came  in  and  gave  themselves  up. 
Their  statement  is  confirmed  by  the  wounded  Parker.  Soon  after  noon 
Lieutenant  Lewis  arrived,  and  I  sent  him  down  as  far  as  ToflSe's.  He 
learned  that  the  rebels  had  retreated  to  Kills'  plantation,  eight  or  nine 
miles  below  here,  and  were  in  a  saw-mill  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river.  He  also  ascertained  that  at  least  two  of  those  who  escaped  were 
wounded.  Not  apprehending  a  repetition  at  present  of  last  night's 
amusement,  I  have  ordered  Lieutenant  Lewis  back  to  Plaquemine. 
Should  anything  further  occur  I  will  notify  you  forthwith.  The  rebels 
came  from  Bayou  Pigeon  with  the  intention  of  re-enforcing  Whitaker 
on  Bayou  La  Fourche,  but  being  unable  to  resist  the  attraction  of  the 
apparently  tempting  bait  we  offered,  they  came  up  here.  The  ofHcers 
drank  freely  on  the  way  up,  and  one  of  their  first  cries  was,  "No  quar- 
ter." The  means  of  transportation  used  were  a  flat  carrying  forty  men, 
five  skiffs,  and  three  pirogues. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  PEED'K  RICE, 
Captain,  Thirty-first  Massachusetts  Voluntee-rs. 

Lieut.  C.  Henry  Baenby, 

Post  Adjutant,  Plaquemine,  La. 


JANUARY  26-FEBRUARY  11,  1865.— Expedition  from  Memphis,  Tenn., 
into  Southeastern  Arkansas  and  Northeastern  Louisiana. 

Report  of  Col.  Embury  I).  Osband,  Third   U.  aS.  Colored  Cavalry,  com- 

mandhuj  expedition. 

Hdqks.  Cavalry  Division,  Dept.  of  Mississippi, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  February  25,  1865. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  the 
late  cavalry  expedition  into  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  under  my  com- 
mand. The  expedition  consisted  of  detachments  of  the  following 
brigades  and  regiments : 

First  Brigade,  Col.  J.  P.  C.  Shanks:  Seventh  Luliana  Cavalry.  155- 
Fifth  Illinois  Cavalry,  349;  First  Mississippi  Cavalry,  57;  total'  5t>l! 
Second  Brigade,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dox:  Twelfth  Illinois  Cavalry 
2C0;  Eleventh  New  York  Cavalry,. 340;  total,  GOO.  Third  Brigade' 
Lieut.  Col.  Otto  Funke:  Eleventh  Illinois  Cavalry,  340;  Third  U  s' 
Colored  Cavalry,  450;  Second  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  400;  Fourth  Illinois 
Cavalry,  270;  total,  1,460;  making  a  total  of  2,621  men.  At  5  p  m  on 
the  evening  of  the  26th  of  January,  1865,  the  troops  were  embarked  on 
the  transports  John  Baine,  Autocrat,  Laurel  Hill,  Fanny  Ogden  Sallie 
List,  Carrie  Jacobs,  Virginia  Barton,  Tycoon,  Illinois,  Ida  May  Star- 
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light,  Belle  of  Peoria,  Maria  Denning,  and  Landes.    By  10  p.  m.,  tbe 
embarkation  being  completed,  tbe  fleet  started  for  Gaines'  Landing, 
Ark.    Nothing  of  interest  occurred  during  the  trip.     On  the  morning 
of  the  28th  we  arrived  at  Eunice,  a  point  six  miles  above  Gaines' 
Landing,  at  4.30  a.  m.    Owing  to  the  darkness  a  collision  occurred 
between  the  steamers  Landes  and  Ida  May,  by  which  the  latter  was 
cousiderivbly  damaged.    The  troops  being  disembarked,  I  immediately 
ordered  the  steamers  John  Raine,  Autocrat,  Illinois,  Laurel  Hill,  and 
Maria  Denning  to  proceed  to  (raines'  Landing,  there  to  await  further 
orders  from  me ;  and  In  order  to  sn  ve  all  unnecessary  expense  I  relieved 
the  smaller  boats  and  ordered  them  to  report  to  the  quartermasters 
under  whose  charge  they  had  been  previously.    At  8  a.  m.  we  took  up 
the  line  of  march  for  Bayou  Mason  and  arrived  at  the  ferry  at  1  p.  m., 
the  advance  guard  capturing  a  few  pickets  that  had  been  stationed  at 
the  ferry  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  any  cotton  being  brought  to 
the  Mississippi  River  unless  i)roperly  permitted  by  the  Cotton  Bureau. 
Commenced  ferrying  the  command  across  the  bayou,  which  was  com- 
pleted at  2  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  29th.    At  this  point  I  left  one 
squadron  of  the  Eleventh  Illinois  Cavalry  to  guard  the  ferry,  also 
thiuking  that  probably  they  might  be  able  to  pick  up  any  small  scout- 
ing pai  ties  that  would  approach  the  bayou.    January  29,  marched  at  8 
a.  m.  down  the  western  bank  of  the  bayou  to  Mason's  Lake,  where  we 
struck  off  in  a  southwesterly  direction  toward  Bayou  Bartholomew,  the 
road  running  through  an  almost  impassable  swami)  for  a  distance  of 
twelve  miles.    Reached  Bayou  Bartholomew  at  Judge  Belzer's  about  2 
p.  m.    Finding  a  considerable  quantity  of  corn  at  this  plantation,  I 
directed  the  rear  brigade  to  procure  and  take  with  them  forage  for 
night  and  morning,  and  then  follow  the  command  to  the  next  planta- 
tion, about  four  miles  down  the  bayou.    This  last  four  miles  of  road 
was  of  even  a  worse  character  than  the  preceding  twelve,  and  several 
pack-mules  became  so  completely  exhausted  from  fatigue  and  frequent 
miring  down  that  they  had  to  be  abandoned.    January  30,  marched  at 
8  a.  m.  down  the  bayou  to  HoUoway's  Ferry,  a  distance  of  twenty-five 
nnles,  nothing  of  interest  occurring  except  the  capture  of  some  prison- 
ers by  the  advance  guard  and  horses  and  mules  by  flanking  parties 
sent  out  for  that  purpose.    Also  burned  a  large  steam  grist-mill  which 
was  in  the  employ  of  the  Confederate  Government.    At  HoUoway's 
Ferry  I  sent  a  detachment  of  the  Fourth  Illinois  Cavalry  across  the 
bayou.    At  the  distance  of  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  ferry  they  found 
a  supply  depot,  which  contained,  besides  a  considerable  amount  of 
commissary  stores,  about  100  stand  of  arms  and  a  large  amount  of 
ammunition.    These,  with  the  building,  were  destroyed.    January  31, 
marched  at  C  a.  m.     Hearing  that  the  C.  S.  transport  Jim  Barkman 
was  loading  corn  for  the  use  of  the  troops  at  Camden  at  a  point  ten 
miles  down  the  bayou  called  Poplar  Bluff,  I  immediately  sent  a  de- 
tachment of  the  Fifth  Illinois  Cavalry,  at  a  rapid  gait,  to  intercept  and 
capture  her,  which  was  successfully  performed,  together  with  her  crew 
and  some  10  or  15  other  prisoners,  who  were  picked  up  in  the  vicinity. 
I  placed  a  commissioned   oflicer  and  twenty-five  men  on  board  the 
steam-boat  and  ordered  them  to  proceed  down  the  bayou  to  Turners 
wood-yard,  where  I  intended  encamping  for  the  night,  mstructmg  the 
officer  to  take  in  tow  all  the  ferry-boats  lie  might  find.    At  Poplar 
Bluff  I  ordered  to  be  burned  a  distillery  and  grist-mill,  together  with  a 
large  lot  of  cotton  and  corn,  which  I  was  informed  was  the  property  ot 
the  Confederate  Government. 
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February  1,  marched  at  G  a.  m.;  proceeded  along  the  bayou  to 
Knox's  Ferry;  here  left  the  bayou  and  took  the  Bastrop  road;  directed 
the  officer  in  charge  of  the  steamer  to  await  me  at  Point  Pleasant,  a 
landing  about  two  miles  from  the  town  of  Bastrop.  From  the  best 
information  I  could  obtain  I  was  led  to  beUeve  that  Colonel  McNeill 
had  a  force  of  some  800  men  at  Oak  llidge,  and  judging  that  the  heavy 
rains  had  rendered  the  country  below  Oak  liidge  toward  lioeuf  liiver 
impassable,  and  that  consequently  if  puslied  he  would  endeavor  to  go 
toward  Monroe,  I  determined  on  sending  the  Third  Brigade  to  Oak 
Kidge,  at  the  same  time  pushing  the  First  and  Second  I'.rigades  through 
Bastrop,  La.,  to  a  point  called  Great  Mills,  where  the  Oak  liidge  aiid 
Monroe  road  crossed  Bcenf  Bayou,  hoping  by  tliis  disposition  of  my 
forces  to  either  capture  his  command  or  at  least  force  a  light.  I  also 
directed  Colonel  Shanks  to  send  a  portion  of  the  force  under  his  com- 
mand to  Monroe.  February  2,  remained  at  Bastrop,  La.,  all  day  with 
the  Fourth  Illinois  Cavalry  and  detachments  of  the  three  brigades  left 
in  charge  of  the  pack  train.  Foraging  details  brought  in  a  large  num- 
ber of  horses,  mules,  and  negroes.  At  3  p.  m.  Colonel  Funke  arrived, 
and  reported  that  on  reaching  Oak  Eidge  lie  found  that  McNeill's  force 
had  been  greatly  exaggerated,  it  amounting  only  to  some  sixty  men, 
poorly  armed,  who,  hearing  of  his  approach,  fled  and  scattered  about  in 
the  swamps.  He  succeeded  in  taking  several  prisoners  and  capturing 
some  very  good  horses  and  mules.  February  3,  detached  two  squad- 
rons of  the  Fourth  Illinois  Cavalry,  with  orders  to  proceed  to  Prairie 
Mer  Rouge  (which  I  was  informed  was  the  finest  agricultural  portion 
of  that  section  of  country)  and  burn  all  large  quantities  of  forage, 
cotton,  &c.,  that  he  might  find ;  also  to  bring  in  all  serviceable  animals 
and  negroes,  and  to  rejoin  the  command  at  Hamburg,  coming  up  the 
west  side  of  Bayou  Bartholomew  from  Knox's  Ferry  for  that  purpose. 
Moved  the  command  two  miles  below  Point  Pleasant  and  commenced 
ferrying  across  the  bayou,  using  the  steam-boat  for  that  purpose.  In 
the  interim  Colonel  Shanks  returned  and  reported  that  he  had  gone,  as 
directed,  to  Grant's  Mills;  found  no  enemy;  had  also  sent  a  detach- 
ment into  Monroe;  found  the  place  nearly  deserted,  all  Government 
property  having  been  moved  by  Harrison  across  the  Washita  Eiver. 
Completed  the  crossing  of  the  command  by  2  a.  m.  morning  of  the 
4th.  As  soon  as  this  was  effected  I  burned  the  steam-boat  and  sunk 
her  hull  in  a  narrow  part  of  the  channel.  February  4,  marched  at  6 
a.  m.  in  a  northeasterly  direction  toward  Hamburg,  Ark.  Marched 
twenty-eight  miles  and  went  into  camp  near  Louisiana  State  line. 
From  this  point  I  sent  a  small  detachment  of  the  Second  Wisconsin 
Cavalry,  with  orders  to  proceed  north  along  the  bayou,  gather  up  all 
the  stock  they  could  find,  and  to  rejoin  me  at  Gaster's  Ferry.  Feb- 
ruary 5,  marched  at  C  a.  m.  Owing  to  the  continuous  heavy  rain  the 
country  was  completely  flooded,  and  the  character  of  the  soil  was  such 
that  after  a  few  horses  had  passed  over  the  road  it  became  a  perfect 
quicksand,  while  on  each  side  of  the  road  the  land  was  so  spouty  that 
it  afforded  no  footing  whatever,  the  animals  immediately  miring  down. 
Notwithstanding  this  I  reached  Hamburg  with  the  advanced  brigade. 
The  other  two  brigades  experienced  considerable  difficulty,  as  it  became 
necessary  for  them  to  bridge  several  small  streams  that  had  been 
forded  by  the  advanced  brigade.  They  also  lost  several  animals  and 
some  material,  and  were  unable  to  reach  Hamburg  till  the  6th.  This 
was  the  most  severe  weather  we  experienced  during  the  trip,  being  not 
only  wet  but  also  intensely  cold.  Several  contrabands  perished  from 
cold  and  exposure  in  their  wet  condition.  February  G,  the  detachment 
of  the  Fourth  Illinois  sent  to  Prairie  Mer  Rouge  rejoined  the  command 
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and  reported  having  burned  about  200,000  bushels  of  corn,  some  cot- 
ton, and  brought  in  several  horses,  mules,  and  negroes.  They  also 
captured  a  few  prisoners.  February  7,  marched  at  5  a.  m.,  and  after 
experiencing  difficulty,  on  account  of  all  the  small  creeks  and  sloughs 
being  very  full,  reached  Collins'  Mill  with  a  part  of  the  Third  Brigade 
at  7  p.  m.  February  8,  remained  at  Collins'  all  day  in  order  to  give  the 
rear  brigade  an  opportunity  of  closing  up,  as  it  had  been  considerably 
delayed  by  bridging  streams  and  the  wretched  condition  of  the  roads. 
February  9,  marched  at  6  a.  ni.  through  the  town  of  Shanghai  to  Bayou 
Bartholomew;  crossed  the  bayou  at  Taylor's  Ferry  and  went  into  camp 
at  11  nghes'plantation  with  a  part  of  the  First  Brigade,  the  provost  guard, 
and  the  prisoners  at  3  p.  m,  February  10,  marched  at  6  a.  m.  Crossed 
Bayou  Mason  at  11  a.  m.,  and  reached  Gaines'  Landing  at  2  p.  m. 
February  11,  embarked  the  Fourth  Illinois  Cavalry  (who  had  acted  as 
provost  guard  during  the  expedition)  with  the  prisoners  captured  on 
board  the  steamer  Laurel  Hill  and  the  Fifth  Illinois  Cavalry  in  steamer 
Autocrat.  As  soon  as  these  boats  had  returned  to  Gaines'  Landing 
with  coal  for  the  remainder  of  the  fleet,  I  embarked  the  command  and 
returned  to  Memphis.  Taking  into  consideration  the  exceedingly 
adverse  circumstances  under  which  the  expedition  was  made,  the  losses, 
both  in  men  and  material,  are  singularly  light.  The  following  is  a  report 
of  these  losses :  Men,  1  killed,  2  captured,  and  7  left  sick,  unable  to  ride; 
total  number  lost,  10.  Horses,  203;  mules,  49;  horse  equipments  (sets), 
20;  pack-saddles,  6;  carbines,  30;  pistols,  38;  picket  ropes,  1.  Our 
captures  of  stock  foot  up  as  follows :  Horses  of  superior  quality  turned 
over  to  regiments,  182;  horses  of  superior  quality  turned  over  to 
division  quartermaster,  94 ;  mules  (serviceable)  turned  over  to  regi- 
ments and  division  quartermaster,  358,  showing  a  net  gain  of  stock  of 
73  horses  and  309  mules.  We  also  brought  in  440  negroes,  of  whom 
200  went  into  the  service.  The  remainder  were  principally  women  and 
children.  During  the  expedition  44  prisoners  were  captured  and  a 
large  number  of  deserters  and  refugees  brought  in.  We  also  destroyed 
at  various  points  large  amounts  of  cotton,  com,  and  meat;  also  burned 
several  mills,  distilleries,  and  store-houses,  which  were  in  the  use  of 
the  Confederate  Government.  I  submit  herewith  extract  from  [report 
of  J  Col.  J.  P.  C.  Shanks,  commanding  First  Brigade,  in  reference  to 
First  Lieut.  Charles  H.  Hare,  Company  I,  Seventh  Indiana  Cavalry: 

On  the  evening  of  January  29, 1865,  when  in  camp  at  Quindley,  on  Bayou  Barthol- 
omew, Private  Hendrickson,  of  Company  I,  Seventh  Indiana  Cavalry,  presented  him, 
Lieut.  Charles  H.  Hare,  with  a  $20  gold  piece,  with  the  remark  that  he,  Private 
Hendrickson,  made  him,  Lieutenant  Hare,  a  present  of  it ;  and  further,  that  on  the 
evening  of  the  31st  January,  1865,  in  camp  at  Furness,  said  Private  Hendrickson 
delivered  to  Lieutenant  Hare  twenty  pieces  of  gold  coin  of  the  value  of  $20  each, 
asking  Lieutenant  Hare  to  keep  it  for  him.  Lieutenant  Hare  states  that  when  camp 
wns  called  the  following  morning  he  returned  the  twenty  pieces  of  gold  to  Private 
Hendrickson,  and  that  Private  Hendrickson  left  camp  that  morning  before  the 
column  moved,  and  was  that  day  captured  (I  have  since  learned,  killed).  Lieutenant 
Hare  further  states  that  he  knew  at  the  time  be  accepted  the  present  of  one  piece  of 
gold,  and  when  he  received  on  deposit  the  twenty  pieces,  that  they  had  been  gotten 
by  Private  Hendrickson  on  the  expedition,  and  had  been  wrongfully  obtained  by 
li'im.  Lieutenant  Sloan,  Company  E,  Seventh  Indiana  Cavalry,  reports  to  me  that 
he  saw  Lieutenant  Hare  in  possession  of  twenty-ono  pieces  of  gold  ($20  each)  lour 
days  after  Private  Hendrickson  was  lost ;  and  since  his  return  from  the  expedition 
Lieutenant  Hare  has  told  Major  Carpenter  that  he  had  the  money  after  Hendrickson  s 
capture,  but  that  it  was  now  lost.  He  has  kept  it  so  concealed  as  to  be  beyond 
recovery.  I  ask  that  First  Lieut.  Charles  H.  Hare,  Company  I,  Seventh  Indiana 
Cavalry,  be  dismissed  the  service  dishonorably  and  without  pay,  with  an  accom- 
panying order,  that  the  order  of  dismissal  be  read  in  all  the  cavalry  camps  ot  the 
division. 

I  heartily  approve  and  indorse  the  recommendation  of  the  brigade 
commander,  considerino-  that  the  interests  of  the  service  imperatively 
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demand  that  an  example  should  be  made  of  any  commissioned  officer 
who  so  far  degrades  himself  and  the  position  he  occupies  as  to  counte- 
nance, in  any  manner  whatever,  pillaging  or  marauding.  This  expedition 
had  for  its  object  the  destruction  of  Harrison's  command.  As  will  be 
seen  from  the  intercepted  dispatch  from  him,  herewith  inclosed,  it  could 
not  reach  him  without  crossing  the  Washita  Eiver,  at  this  point  from 
one-half  to  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  width,  and  no  boats  of  any  kind 
in  the  vicinity  to  effect  a  crossing  with.  Desertions,  furloughs  to  favor- 
ites, &c.,  have  already  placed  Harrison's  command  hors  de  combat.  He 
cannot  raise  in  his  whole  brigade  500  properly  mounted  and  equipped 
cavalry,  and  the  only  regiments  he  had  that  were  worth  anything  were 
taken  from  his  command  and  sent  beyond  Eed  Itiver.  The  corn  being 
burnt  by  us,  and  the  horses  and  mules  most  thoroughly  hunted  up  and 
taken  possession  of,  he  cannot  possibly  this  season  or  during  the  next 
year  subsist  anything  more  than  a  scouting  party  on  this  side  of  the 
Washita  River.  A  force  of  100  men  located  anywhere  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver  can  scout  the  country  to  the  Washita 
with  safety,  and  would  be  amply  sufficient  to  protect  the  whole  country. 
What  may  be  true  of  the  couutry  opposite  Natchez  and  from  there  to 
Trinity  I  cannot  speak  of  with  any  degree  of  certainty.  A  force  could 
operate  from  Natchez  now  to  the  Tensas  Eiver  even  better  than  in 
the  country  through  which  we  passed.  In  and  around  Bastrop  every 
white  resident  has  from  ten  to  fifty  bales  of  cotton,  which  constitutes 
his  entire  property.  If  the  Government  would  send  steam-boats  to 
Washita  City,  properly  convoyed  by  gun-boats,  5,000  bales  of  cotton 
could  be  obtained  from  this  class  of  persons,  nearly  all  of  whom  desire 
to  leave  the  country  with  their  families  and  become  loyal  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  but  justice  to  the  officers  and  men  composing  the 
expedition  to  say  that  the  hardships  of  the  trip  were  the  most  severe 
ever  encountered  by  cavalry  in  this  country.  Anything  less  than  their 
high  discipline  and  determination  would  have  failed  to  bring  the  expe- 
dition to  a  successful  termination.  To  brigade  commanders,  and  through 
them  to  every  officer  and  soldier  in  the  division,  I  desire  to  return  my 
thanks  for  their  indomitable  energy  and  perseverance,  as  well  as  their 
soldierly  conduct. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  OSBAND, 
Colonel  Third  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry,  Commanding. 

Capt.  F.  W.  Fox, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  Mississippi. 

[IncloBure.] 

Headquarters  Harrison's  Brigade, 

Monroe,  February  1,  1865. 
Col.  A.  J.  McNeill, 

Commanding  Fourth  Louisiana  Cavalry: 
Colonel  :  We  have  just  received  news  from  Capt.  John  C.  McKowen 
corroborating  your  statement.  He  reports  that  the  enemy  were  sixteen 
miles  above  Bastrop  at  12  o'clock  to-day.  If  this  should  be  true  and 
you  are  cut  off,  collect  your  forces  aTid  follow  them  in  their  rear,  annoy- 
ing them  as  much  as  possible.  We  will  concentrate  at  Columbia,  and 
if  they  occupy  Monroe  you  must  use  your  own  good  judgment  in  getting 
to  us. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  V.  GEEEN, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Omeral. 
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JANUABT  27,  1865. — Expedition  from  Fort  Pinney  to  Kimball's  Plantation, 

Ark. 

Bepwt  of  Capt.  Benjamin  Thomas,  Sixty-third  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry, 
provost-marshal,  District  of  Eastern  Arlansas. 

Office  of  the  Provost-Marshal, 

District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Fort  Pinney,  Ark.,  January  28,  1865. 
Captain  :  I  Jiave  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that,  in  accordance  with 
an  order  dated  Helena,  January  25, 1805,  and  signed  by  the  general 
commanding,  1  prepared  an  expedition  to  capture  Stewart  and  1  Justin, 
deseiters  and  smugglers.  Captain  Ferguson,  of  the  gun-boat  No. 28, 
furnished  boats  sufficient  to  carry  nearly  fifty  persons.  During  the 
day  1  obtained  a  colored  guide  from  Friar's  Point  by  sending  one  of  ray 
men  with  him  into  the  weeds  and  exchanging  clothing,  and  in  his  dis- 
guise no  one  knew  him.  1  also,  by  pretending  to  find  an  old  acquaint- 
ance on  the  hill,  got  a  man  who  lived  at  Mrs.  Kimball's  house  and 
pressed  him  in  as  a  guide.  His  name  is  Charles  Phayer.  Captain 
Ferguson  kindly  consented  to  land  his  boat  at  the  fort,  and  placed  my 
men  on  the  boat  unobserved  by  any  one  on  the  other  side  of  the  river. 
At  2  a.  ni.  of  the  27th  I  manned  the  boats  with  my  men  and  went  down 
the  river  opposite  to  the  old  town  cut-off,  and  landed  and  divided 
into  two  parties,  one  commanded  by  myself  and  the  other  by  Captain 
Parks,  of  the  Sixty-ninth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops.  We  left  a  guard  of 
six  men  and  a  corporal  with  the  boats.  I  was  to  go  in  the  rear  of  the 
house  and  he  in  front.  At  the  early  dawn  we  charged  up  to  the  house 
on  the  double  quick.  No  alarm  was  given  before  we  were  all  around 
the  house.  Leaving  the  men  in  position,  Captain  Parks,  six  men,  and 
myself  entered  the  house  to  search  it  for  men.  We  found  Dustin's 
boots,  socks,  coat,  &c.,  and  1  was  well  satisfied  he  was  in  or  near  the 
house.  I  asked  Mrs.  Kimball  to  tell  us  where  he  was,  so  as  to  save  her 
house  from  being  burned  or  goods  much  injured  by  thorough  search, 
as  we  were  sure  to  get  him.  She  said  he  had  never  been  there  but 
once,  and  that  was  on  last  Monday  week.  I  found  his  revolver  under 
Mrs.  Kimball's  pillow.  I  ordered  the  floor  to  be  torn  up,  and  found 
him  under  the  floor  with  his  Henry  rifle.  I  ordered  the  men  to  fire 
under  the  house  and  set  the  house  on  fire  in  three  places.  He  left  his 
hiding  place  and  came  out,  without  arms,  at  the  other  end  of  the  house 
from  where  he  was  in  the  first  place,  and  throwing  up  his  arms 
exclaimed,  "Oh,  my  God;  oh.  Captain  Thomas,  save  me."  Two  men 
were  wounded  by  Dustin  or  by  careless  shooting  by  my  men,  and  I 
had  not  time  to  investigate  which.  The  wounds  were  not  severe. 
When  Dustin  was  captured  his  guard  said  as  he  passed  Mrs.  Kim- 
ball he  handed  her  a  small  roll.  He  confessed  he  gave  her  something 
over  $500.  Dustin  also  claimed  he  gave  the  Irishman  $300  to  buy 
goods  on  the  hill.  I  found  $187  on  his  person  and  took  it.  The  prop- 
erty and  money  captured  was  as  follows:  Money  with  me  and  property 
in  charge  of  Captain  Parks  at  Fort  Pinney,  viz:  money  from  Irishman, 
$187;  Mrs.  Kimball  and  claimed  by  Dustin,  $530;  Confederate  money 
about  (Mrs.  Kimball's),  $100;  goods  in  a  bag,  handkerchiefs,  &c.;  1 
Henry  rifle  and  revolver  of  Dustin's;  1  worthless  shotgun.  The  man 
Charles  Phayer  and  Mrs.  Kimball  were  no  doubt  engaged  together 
with  the  deserters  in  the  smuggling  business.  We  brought  the  boat 
away.  Captain  Ferguson  brought  his  boat  down  after  the  officers  and 
men  and  landed  them  at  the  fort,  and  he  brought  Mrs.  Kimball  to  the 
general. 


74  LOUISIANA    AND    THE   TKANS-MISSISSIPPI.  [Chap.  LX. 

"With  many  thanks  for  the  kindness  of  Cai)tain  Ferguson,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  ca])tain,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

B.  THOMAS, 
Captain,  Commanding  Fort  Pinney. 

Ca.pt.  T.  C.  Mbatyard, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


JANUARY  28-FEBRUAB,Y  9,  1865.— Operations  on  the  Upper  Arkansas, 
with  skirmish  (Fehruary  1)  at  Fort  Zarah,  Kans. 

KKPORTS. 

No.  1. — Col.  .lames  H.  Ford,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry,  commanding  District  oC  the 

Upper  Arkansas. 
No.  2. — Capt.  William  H.  Greene,  Second  Colorado  Cav.alry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Col.  James  H.  Ford,  Second   Colorado  Cavalry,  commanding 
District  of  the  Upper  Arkansas. 

Headqitartees  District  of  the  Upper  Arkansas, 

Fort  Riley,  Kans.,  February  9,  18(15. 
MA.IOR:  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  general 
commanding,  tliat  since  my  last  communication  of  January  28  up 
to  the  present  date  all  is  quiet  tbroughout  the  district.  No  large  par- 
ties of  Indians  have  been  discovered  by  our  scouts  along  the  line  of 
the  Arkansas  River,  and  with  the  exception  of  an  attack  upon  a  fatigue 
party  choi^ping  wood  one  mile  from  Fort  Zarah  no  casualties  have 
occurred.  Upon  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  February  a  fatigue  party  of 
eight  men,  chopping  wood  on  the  Arkansas  one  mile  from  Fort  Zarah, 
were  fired  upon  by  Indians;  one  man  mortally  wounded.  Lieutenant 
Coy,  with  Company  C,  Secoud  Cavalry  of  Colorado,  immediately  started 
in  pursuit.  The  morning  being  extremely  foggy,  enabling  the  Indians 
to  advance  under  its  cover,  also  concealed  their  retreat.  All  that  the 
party  sent  in  j)ursuit  were  able  to  discover  was  a  few  moccasin  tracks 
on  the  sand-bar  in  the  river.  On  the  Oth  of  February  a  report  was 
received  at  these  headquarters  from  Jesse  H.  Leavenworth,  Indian  agent, 
now  at  Council  Grove,  that  Company  D,  Sixteenth  Kansas  Volunteer 
Cavalry,  at  that  place,  were  in  a  state  of  partial  mutiny,  having  shot  the 
lieutenant  of  their  company,  mortally  wounding  him,  and  had  itnot  been 
for  ten  men  of  Company  I),  Second  Cavalry  of  Colorado,  would  liave 
carried  into  eif'ect  their  threat  of  bui'uiiig  the  town.  Immediately  upon 
receipt  of  this  Lieutenant  Wise,  Company  U,  Second  Cavalry  of  Colo- 
rado, with  the  available  men  of  his  company,  proceeded  to  Council  Grove 
(acting  under  instructioiis  from  these  jieadquarters)  to  iuvestigate  the 
aflair,  arrest  all  the  guilty  parties,  aud  send  them  to  Fort  Riley,  Kans. 
for  trial.  The  report  having  implicated  the  captain  of  the  company  he 
was  directed  to  arrest  him, and  thewhole  company  if  necessary.  Owing 
to  the  messenger  not  being  sent  in  time  the  company  had  left  the  Grove 
some  six  hours  before  the  lieutenant  arrived  (acting  under  orders  from 
the  commanding  officer  District  of  South  Kansas),  aud  having  i)assed 
out  of  the  limits  of  this  district  Lieutenant  Wise  deemed   farther 
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pursuit  unnecessary.  Upou  investigation  tbe  following  facts  wereascer- 
tained:  That  Company  D,  Sixteenth  Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry,  Cap- 
tain Kendall  commanding,  acting  under  orders  from  the  commanding 
officer  District  of  North  Kansas,  pursuant  to  instructions  from  depart- 
ment lieadquarters,  were  ordered  to  Council  Grove  Kans.,  iu  the 
District  of  the  Upper  Arkansas,  to  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt, 

commanding  District  of  South  Kansas;  arrived  there  on  the of  Jaii- 

uary,  18G5;  left  there  on  the  5th  of  February,  1865,  for  Humboldt, 
Kans.  On  the  night  previous  to  their  departure  eight  of  tlie  enlisted 
men  tired  ui)on  the  lieutenant,  severely  wounding  liim.  He  drew 
his  revolver  and  drove  them  off.  He  was  carried  into  the  hotel. 
The  men  shortly  after  returned  to  complete  their  work,  but  were  pre- 
vented by  a  few  soldiers  of  Company  D,  Second  Cavalry  of  Colorado, 
stationed  at  that  place  for  the  protection  of  Government  property 
stored  there.  Finding  these  men  determined  to  protect  this  officer 
they  withdrew,  returning  again,  however,  with  more  men,  declaring 
that  they  were  going  to  lull  him  if  they  found  him,  and  that  they  would 
search  the  town,  burn  the  hotel,  and  threatening  the  lives  of  the  citi- 
zens, but  that  they  would  finish  the  job.  It  appears  that  the  captain 
was  cognizant  of  this  and  even  present  at  the  time  the  lieutenant  was 
shot,  making  no  effort  to  control  his  men.  I  inclose  Lieutenant  Wise's 
report.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  H.  FORD, 
Colonel,  Commandintj  Difitriet. 
By  J.  E.  TAPPAN, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
(In  absence  of  colonel  commanding.) 
Maj.  C.  S.  Charlot, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  J)epartment  of  Kansaji,  Fort  Leavenworth. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Gapt.  William  H.  Greene,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry. 

Headquarters, 
Fort  Zarah,  February  1,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  morning,  while  eight  men 
of  my  command  were  on  fatigue  duty  cutting  wood  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  from  this  post  on  the  Arkansas  River,  a  party  of 
Indians  stxjle  upon  them  and  fired  upon  them,  mortally  wounding  one 
private,  S.  M.  Dutton,  of  Company  C,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry.  The 
morning  was  very  foggy,  it  being  impossible  to  distinguish  objects  dis- 
tinctly more  than  100  yards.  I  immediately  sent  Lieutenant  Coy,  with 
thirty  men,  in  pursuit  of  the  Indians.  He  was  out  for  several  hours, 
but  could  find  no  trace  of  them,  except  a  few  moccasin  tracks  on  the 
sand-bar  in  the  river. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  GREENE, 
Captain,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry,  Commanding  Post. 

Lieut.  J.  E.  Tappan, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

*  Omitted. 
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JANUARY  29-rEBRUAIlY  7,  1865.— Scouts  from  Bayou  Goula  to  Grand 
River,  La.,  with  skirmish  (January  30)  at  Richland  Plantation. 

Report  of  Col.  Willard  Sayles,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Expedition, 
Bayou  Ooula,  February  10,  18G5. 

Captain  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  inake  the  following  report  of  the  expe 
dition  under  my  command,  which  reached  this  place  January  27,  1805, 
and  found  on  my  arrival  a  detachment  of  the  Eightieth  U.  S.  Colored 
Infantry,  under  command  of  Maj.  William  A.  Hatch: 

On  the  evening  of  the  same  day  a  scouting  party  was  sent  out,  under 
the  command  of  Major  Hatch,  who  thoroughly  explored  the  country 
for  seven  miles  back  and  returned  without  discovering  the  enemy.  On 
the  29th  ultimo  I  sent  out  a  cavalry  force  to  the  rear  of  a  brule  south 
of  Thompson's  back  plantation  and  east  of  Mr.  Ilandolph's  plaiitation. 
Here  a  guerrilla  camp  was  discovered  and  broken  up,  and  a  house,  the 
haunt  of  these  men,  and  200  bushels  of  corn  were  burned.  This  was 
rendered  necessary  from  the  fact  that  the  camp  was  so  far  in  the  swamp 
that  the  corn  could  not  be  brought  out  without  great  labor.  Then  the 
party  moved  south  from  llichland  plantation,  driving  a  party  of  twenty 
or  more  guerrillas,  commanded  by  one  Brown,  a  Confederate  captain,  to 
another  camp  on  a  small  plantation  owned  by  Alexander  Ambreaux. 
Here  they  disappeared  in  the  swamp,  where  it  was  entirely  impracti(;a- 
ble  to  follow  them.  Our  party  then  retired  two  miles,  to  the  llichland 
plantation,  posted  pickets,  and  encamped.  During  the  night  the  guer- 
rillas attempted  to  break  through  our  pickets,  were  fired  upon,  and 
retreated  with  one  man  severely  wounded.  On  the  following  morning 
a  small  infantry  force  was  sent  to  their  assistance,  when  the  guerrillas 
were  again  driven  into  the  swam])s  and  scattered  in  every  direction. 
The  infantry  pursued  some  of  the  stragglers  to  the  rear  of  Mrs.  E.  J. 
Randolph's  back  plantation,  but  were  unsuccessful  in  overtaking  them. 
Our  whole  force  then  returned  to  camp  at  this  place,  successful  only  in 
breaking  up  the  guerrilla  haunts  and  destroying  their  camps.  Imme- 
diately after  their  return  two  companies  of  cavalry  were  sent  out,  one 
to  the  said  swamp  and  the  other  to  Mrs.  Randolph's  back  i^lanta- 
tion,  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  and  cutting  off  any  of  their  band 
lurking  about  there.  After  remaining  two  days  they  were  ordered  into 
camp.  February  2,  a  company  of  cavalry  was  sent  out,  proceeding  from 
Andrew  Mills'  plantation,  on  Bayou  La  Butte,  for  the  purpose  of  exam- 
ining the  roads  and  scouting  for  the  enemy  in  the  direction  of  Grand 
River.  This  road  is  crossed  by  fifteen  small  bayous,  which  were  very 
high  in  consequence  of  the  overflowing  of  Grand  River,  and  there  being 
no  bridges  they  swam  five  of  them,  filled  with  logs  and  cypress  roots. 
It  required  the  greatest  care  and  labor  on  the  part  of  both  officers  and 
men  to  cross  them  without  drowning  or  disabling  the  horses.  They 
were,  however,  effected  with  the  loss  of  only  one  horse.  Upon  reach- 
ing the  river  they  learned  that  Captain  Brown  had  made  the  river  a 
day  or  two  before  by  the  way  of  Lake  Long.  As  the  water  was  break 
ing  through  the  levee  in  many  places  and  sweeping  across  the  road, 
we  were  unable  to  proceed  farther  down  the  river.  TIjc  force  then 
moved  toward  Indian  Village  and  encamped  near  there,  and  the  next 
morning  started  for  camp,  reaching  here  about  3  p.  m.  From  that 
time  till  the  5th  instant,  in  consequence  of  incessant  rains  and  the 
impracticable  roads,  we  remained  in  camp  to  rest  both  men  and  horses 
February  5,  I  received  a  dispatch  from  Major  Shaw,  commandin"-  at 
Plaquemine,  containing  the  information  that  Captain  Rice,  Thirty-first 
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Massachusetts  Mounted  Tnfautry,  Lad  been  attacked  at  The  Park  early 
this  iiiorniug  by  a  rebel  force  of  500.    I  immediately  took  three  compa- 
nies of  cavalry  and  started  for  his  relief.    Having  passed  two  miles 
beyond  Plaqueminel  met  a  returning  force  of  the  Thirby  ftrst  Massa- 
chusetts, who  reported  that  the  rebels  had  been  driven  across  Grand 
Kiver.    I  then  returned  with  my  companies  to  this  place.    Lieutenant 
Miles,  of  the  engineer  corps,  accompanied  all  these  expeditions,  and 
with  his  knowledge  of  the  country  was  of  great  assistance  in  carrying 
out  the  object  of  the  expedition.     He  has  been  so  faithful  in  all  of  his 
duties  that  praise  is  a  poor  recompense  for  his  valuable  services.    Feb- 
ruary 7,  Lieutenant  Miles,  with  a  cavalry  escort,  proceeded  toward 
Grand  Eiver  and  completed  his  survey.    He  has  received  all  the  assist- 
ance I  could  give  him,  both  from  cavalry  and  infantry.    The  parties 
sent  out  in  these  expeditions  have  been  instructed  to  seize  all  arms  in 
the  possession  of  persons  without  proper  permits,  which  will  be  turned 
over  in  obedience  to  your  orders.     Every  search  and  seizure  has  been 
made  under  the  charge  of  a  commissioned  officer,  with  instructions  to 
carefully  and  faithfully  perform  their  duties.    In  the  execution  of  your 
orders  the  country  between  Donaldsonville  and  Plaquemine  has  been 
cleared  of  the  enemy  and  their  haunts  broken  up.    I  would  respect- 
fully suggest  that  the  easiest  and  most  practicable  mode  of  observing 
the  general  avenues  of  approach  from  the  Grossetete  country  to  the  La 
Fourche,  and  checking  the  passage  of  the  enemy,  would  be  to  estab-- 
lish  a  ])ost  at  Bayou  Goula,  composed  principally  of  cavalry.    This  post 
would  be  easily  defended,  and  by  care  and  watchfulness  could  warn  and 
protect  the  La  Fourche  country.    With  reference  to  your  instructions 
that  no  plunder  or  license  be  permitted,  the  utmost  care  and  vigilance 
has  been  exercised,  and  every  effort  has  been  made,  ou  the  part  of  both 
officers  and  men,  to  fully  carry  out  the  object  of  the  expedition.    Where 
either  ofScers  or  men  have  failed  in  their  duty,  punishment  has  been 
speedy.     If  there  are  any  of  the  enemy  remaining  we  have  been  unable 
to  discover  them.     We  have  been  obliged  to  take  some  ])rivate  prop- 
erty, but  only  in  cases  of  extreme  necessity,  and  orders  were  issued  at 
the  outset  from  these  headquarters  that  no  property  [should  be  taken] 
without  authority  from  the  same.    In  the  several  scouts  that  have  been 
made  and  in  swimming  bayous  the  men  lost  the  larger  portion  of  their 
rations,  and  I  was  compelled,  in  order  to  subsist  my  men,  to  take  some 
beeves.    One  cow  belonging  to  Mr.  Sneed  and  six  yearlings  belonging 
to  Mrs.  Eandolph  comprises  all  taken  under  my  orders  for  the  use  of 
my  command.    Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  wood  some  six  cords  were 
taken  from  Colonel  Butler's  plantation,  for  which  proper  certificates 
Lave  been  given. 

Vex-v  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  SAYLES, 
Colonel  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry,  Commanding  Expedition. 

Gapt.  Feedeeic  Speed, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


JANUARY  30-31,  1865.— Expedition  from  Thibodeaux  to  Lake  Verret  and 
Bayou  Planton,  La.,  with  skirmish  (30th)  near  Lake  Verret. 

RET'ORXS. 

No.  1.— Brig.  Gen.  Robert   A.  Cameron,  V.  S.  Army,   ooiiiniaDdiug  District  of  La 

Fourche. 
No.  2.— Capt.  Thomas  W.  Sayles,  Third  Ehoile  Island  Cavalry. 
No.  3.— Capt.  John  H.  Alexander,  First  Louisiana  Cavalry. 
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No.  1. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Robert  A.  Cameron,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Dis- 
trict of  La  Fourche. 

La  Fourche  District, 
Thibodeaux,  La.,  February  4, 1865. 
On  the  29tli  ultimo  I  heard  of  a.  party  of  guerrillas  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Labadieville  and  this  side  of  Napoleouville  stealing  horses. 
Finding  telegraphic  communication  was  interrupted  with  Napoleon- 
ville,  I  sent  Company  K,  First  Louisiana  Cavalry,  after  them  from  this 
place.  They  tracked  a  few  of  them  to  Lake  Verret,  where  they  escaped 
in  a  small  boat,  exchanging  shots  as  they  went,  one  man  of  our  party 
being  wounded ;  the  damage  to  them  unknown ,  A  full  report  from  Cap- 
tain Alexander,  commanding  the  expedition,  has  been  sent  you.  On 
the  30th  ultimo  Major  Davis,  commanding  at  Napoleonville,  heard  of 
their  main  force.  (See  telegram,  marked  A,  inclosed.)  I  telegraphed 
him  to  pursue  them.  (See  telegram,  marked  B.)  A  full  history  of 
what  then  transpired  please  find  in  the  inclosed  telegrams,  reports,  let- 
ters, and  orders  in  their  order  from  A  to  I,  inclosed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  CAMERON, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  District. 
Capt.  Frederic  Speed, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Defenses  of  New  Orleans,  La. 

[Indoraement.] 

Defenses  op  New  Orleans,  February  7,  1865. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  department  headquarters. 

T.  W.  SHERMAN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

r.  S.— I  have  given  orders  for  pickets  to  be  established  beyond  Napo- 
leouville  upon  a  road  practicable  for  horses,  and  over  which  Major 
Davis  says  these  guerrillas  succeeded  in  getting  between  Napoleon ville 
and  Thibodeaux.  This  road,  which  is  from  two  to  four  miles  from  La 
Fourche  Bayou,  not  having  been  guarded  as  it  should  have  been,  is 
the  cause  of  the  whole  affair  at  Labadieville.  It  is  a  road  of  which  I 
was  not  until  yesterday  aware,  and  which  was  not  reported  after  the 
reconnaissances  made  last  summer  with  the  view  of  getting  a  correct 
topography  of  the  country. 

T.  W.  S. 

[iDcluHiiro  A.} 

Napoleonville,  La.,  January  30,  1865. 
Capt.  B.  B.  Campbell, 

Assistant  A  djutant-  General : 
We  had  an  engagement  to-day  with  the  Confederates  between  here 
and  Lake  Verret,  commencing  about  10  a.  m.  and  lasting  about  an  hour 
Confederate  force  reported  upward  of  sixty.   Will  have  more  particulars 


soon. 


GEORGE  R.  DAVIS, 
Major,  Commanding  Post. 
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[luclosuro  B.] 

,^   .       ^  Thibodeaux,  La.,  January  30,  1865. 

Major  Davis,  ^       ^  a      , 

Napoleonville : 

Pursue  the  guerrillas.    Chase  them  out  if  possible.    You  can  have 
re-eiit'orcements  from  this  place  if  necessary. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  E.  A.  Cameron : 

B.  B.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Incloiiure  C] 

Napoleonville,  January  30,  1805. 
Capt.  B.  B.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 
I  will  start  immediately  with  about  sixty  men,  leaving  a  competent 
officer  in  command  here  with  about  125  dismounted  men  and  twenty- 
five  mouuted  to  protect  this  place,  including  the  infantry. 

G.  E.  DAVIS, 
Major,  Commanding  Post. 

fIncloBure  13.] 

Headquarters  Third  Ehode  Island  Cavalry, 

January  31,  1865. 
Capt.  B.  B.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  District  of  La  Fourche: 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  pursuant  to  instructions 
received  by  telegram,  I  scouted  the  country  on  the  east  side  of  Lake 
Verret  and  to  the  brul6,  on  the  Texas  road,  last  night,  and  found  no 
guerrillas.  The  only  report  that  I  was  able  to  obtain  was  that  there 
was  a  tight  there  yesterday  for  some  time,  and  it  was  reported  that 
quite  a  number  were  engaged.  I  started  some  upon  my  way  back  near 
Foley's  plantation.  They  passed  through  Beasley's  plantation.  After 
pursuing  them  some  distance,  it  being  very  dark,  I  returned  to  this 
post.  Early  this  morning  I  sent  out  a  few  mounted  men  on  the  Canal 
road  and  some  to  Paincourtville,  with  orders  to  proceed  as  far  as  Grand 
Bayou  and  then  through  the  brul6,  this  side  of  Grand  Bayou  and  the 
lake  to  the  Canal  road.  I  hear  that  some  twenty-two  were  on  the 
plantation  of  Doctor  Ford,  on  Bayou  La  Fourche,  this  a.  m.,  and  that 
the  men  sent  out  by  me  are  only  a  few  miles  behind  them.  They  have 
in  their  party  of  guerrillas  the  horses  belonging  to  Messrs.  Cox  and 
Foley,  some  ten  or  twelve  in  number,  and  seven  or  eight  mules  belong- 
ing to  Doctor  Ford. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  E.  DAVIS, 
Major,  Commanding  Itegiment  and  Post. 

[IncloBuro  E.] 

Napoleonville,  La.,  January  31,  1865. 
Capt.  B.  B.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
Captain  Sayles  has  just  returned,  and  reports  the  guerrilla  party  to 
be  commanded  by  Whitaker.    Followed  him  to   and  beyond  Bayou 
Grand;  could  not  overtake  him.    Our  horses  are  too  inferior  to  move 
rapidly. 
^  GEO.  E.  DAVIS, 

Major,  Commanding  Post. 
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[Incloeiiro  F.] 

Headquarters  Post, 
N'apoleonville,  La.,  February  1,  1865. 
Capt.  B.  B.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  La  Fourchc  District: 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  iipou  the  31st  ultimo  Cap- 
tain Sayles,  in  command  of  forty  men,  went  upon  a  scout  for  Whitaker's 
gang,  pursuant  to  instructions  from  me.  He  went  the  most  direct  route 
to  Grand  Bayou  and  with  all  possible  dispatch.  He  found  upon  arriv- 
ing there  that  they  had  crossed  about  one  hour  previous.  He  had  no 
instructions  to  cross  Grand  Bayou,  and  did  not.  He  returned  to  this 
post  and  reported,  and  I  Immediately  telegraphed  you  regarding  the 
same.  In  consideration  that  the  horses  he  had  with  him  (they  were 
the  best  at  this  post)  had  been  upon  a  scout  to  Lake  Verret,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Bayou  Saint  Vincent,  the  previous  day,  and  had  also  been 
upon  a  scout  to  Lake  Verret  the  previous  night  (not  returning  until 
between  3  and  4  o'clock  in  the  morning),  and  not  very  good  even  in  the 
best  shape,  and  that  the  gang  he  was  pursuing  were  mounted  upon  good 
and  fresh  horses,  many  of  them  of  the  best  stock  the  country  affords, 
it  was  not  thought  that  a  further  pursuit  would  lessen  the  distance 
between  the  two  parties.  When  he  left  in  the  morning  I  was  quite 
confident  that  he  would  intercept  them  at  or  near  Grand  Bayou  in  case 
they  attempted  to  cross,  and  I  accordingly  gave  him  orders  to  proceed 
to  the  bayou  only,  and  I  then  believed  that  Whitaker  would  be  found 
in  the  brule  this  side.  1  would  further  state  that  I  feel  as  deeply 
mortified  at  the  escape  of  these  thieves  as  any  one  possibly  can,  and 
endeavored  to  do  all  that  my  instructions  and  position  as  commander 
of  the  post  demanded  with  that  which  I  had  to  do  with.  From  the 
time  this  party  made  its  appearance  upon  Bayou  La  Fourche,  I  have 
had  small  scouting  parties  out  in  every  direction.  1  have  been  myself 
and  have  sent  my  best  oflicers.  On  the  30th  ultimo  OaiJtain  Bicknell 
with  a  small  force  was  sent  in  one  direction  and  Captain  Sayles  in 
another.  The  evening  of  the  same  day  I  went  myself  to  Lake  Verret. 
Up  to  this  time  they  (the  gang)  had  not  crossed  the  Canal  road  with 
their  plunder.  I  remained  upon  that  road  nearly  all  night,  my  men 
being  at  different  places.  When  I  was  returning  some  of  them  said 
they  saw  one  or  two  mounted  men.  They  went  for  them  and  went 
into  the  woods  and  found  nothing.  I  returned  to  camp,  and  early  in 
the  a.  m.  sent  out  Captain  Sayles.  He  carried  out  the  instructions 
given  him,  and  of  course  is  free  from  censure.  My  scouts  and  scouting 
parties  have  been  sent  out  secretly.  Had  1  gone  with  the  captain  to 
Grand  Bayou  I  should  have  crossed  and  made  further  pursuit.  My 
command  has  not  been  idle,  although  it  has  not  accomplished  that 
which  was  expected. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  K.  DAVIS, 
Major,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry,  Gomdg.  Post  Napoleonville. 

[InclOBuxe  G.] 

Thibodeaux,  La.,  February  1,  1865. 
Maj.  George  R.  Davis, 

Commanding,  Napoleonville : 
The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  your  report  of  the 
scout  toward  Grand  Bayou  in  pursuit  of  Whitaker's  gang  is  very  unsatis- 
factory.   It  is  rather  strange  and  much  to  be  regretted  that  you  shpulc^ 
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allow  this  gang  of  thieves  to  come  almost  within  sight  of  your  camp 
steal  quite  a  number  of  horses  and  mules  from  the  plantations  above 
and  below  you,  aud.theu  allow  them  to  escape  with  their  plunder  your 
force  following  them  only  to  Grand  Bayou.  They  should  have'  been 
pursued  to  Grand  Kiver,  where,  if  closely  followed,  they  would  have 
been  compelled  to  abandon  their  stolen  stock.  You  will  forward  a 
report  of  your  last  day's  proceedings. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  It.  A.  Cameron : 

B.  B.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[luclosure  H.] 

February  2,  1865. 
Major  Davis, 

Kapoleonville  : 
The  general  commanding  desires  a  written   report  from  Captain 
Sayles  of  his  expedition  toward  Grand  Bayou  in  pursuit  of  the  guer- 
rillas, together  with  a  copy  of  all  orders  and  instructions  given  him  in 
reference  to  said  expedition. 

B.  B.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[luclosure  1.] 

Headquarters  La  FourchE'  District, 

Thibodeaux,  La..  Fehruary  4,  1865. 
Major  Davis, 

Third  Ehode  Island  Cavalry,  Commanding  Post  Napoleonville : 

Captain  Sayles'  report  of  his  scout  to  Grand  Bayou  came  to  hand 
direct  without  indorsement  from  you.  It  would  be  sent  back,  calling 
attention  to  paragraph  451,  lie  vised  Army  liegulations,  were  it  not  that 
too  much  time  has  been  already  taken  up  and  the  reports  required  from 
the  general  commanding  the  district  too  long  delayed  in  waiting  for  this 
report.  From  this  report  it  would  seem  that  you  allowed  Captain 
Sayles  to  start  out  on  this  important  scout  without  any  written  instruc- 
tions, and  verbally  ordering  liiin  no  farther  tlian  Grand  Bayou.  He 
should  have  liad  written  instructions,  and  should  have  been  ordered  to 
proceed  as  far  as  Grand  Hiver,  where  he  would,  without  doubt,  have 
retaken  all  the  stock  and  stolen  property,  and  a  portion,  if  not  all,  of 
the  force  he  was  pursuing,  as  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  them 
to  have  succeeded  in  crossing  Grand  River  in  time  to  avoid  capture, 
having  only  about  an  hour  the  advantage  of  the  pursuing  party  at 
Grand  Bayou.  He  should  also  have  had  orders  to  take  a  sufficient  sup- 
ply of  rations  and  ammunition  to  have  enabled  him  to  make  the  expe- 
dition. Grand  Eivcr  is  considered  our  line,  and  if  the  force  stationed 
at  Napoleonville  fail  in  clearing  the  country  in  the  vicinity  of  that  place, 
lying  between  Bayou  La  Foiirche  and  Grand  River,  of  these  roving 
bands  of  guerrillas,  they  fail  in  tlic  object  for  which  they  are  stationed 
at  that  point.  The  peace  and  quiet  of  the  people,  the  protection  of 
their  lives  and  property,  and  the  safety  of  the  levees  depend  very  much 
upon  the  vigilance  and  watchfulness  of  the  commander  and  force  sta- 
tioned at  Napoleonville. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Cameron: 

B.  B.  CAMPBELL, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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No.  2. 

Report  of  Capt.  Thonian  W.  Sayles,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 

Hdqks.  Company  H,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry, 

Napoleonville,  La.,  February  3, 1865. 

Captain  :  Pursuant  to  iustructious,  I  have  tlie  honor  to  make  the 
foUowiug  report  cf  my  scout  to  Grand  Bayou  ou  the  31st  of  January, 
1865: 

I  left  this  place  ou  the  morning  of  the  31st  of  January,  in  command 
of  about  forty  men,  pursuant  to  instructions  from  Major  Davis,  to  cap- 
ture a  party  of  guerrillas  that  are  supposed  to  be  in  the  brul6,  tliis  side 
of  Grand  Bayou.  I  took  the  most  direct  way  to  Grand  Bayou  to  cut 
them  oft'  in  case  they  attempted  to  cross.  I  went  upon  the  gallop  until 
within  about  one  mile  and  a  half  of  Grand  Bayou,  when  it  became  so 
muddy  that  I  could  not  i>ossibly  go  faster  than  a  walk,  and  even  at  that 
pace  some  of  the  horses  got  stuck  in  tlie  mud  and  liad  not  the  strength 
to  get  out,  and  consequently  had  to  be  left  behind.  Upon  arriving  at  the 
bayou  I  heard  they  had  crossed  three-quarters  of  an  hour  before,  and 
were  making  oft'  as  fast  as  possible.  Having  no  instructions  to  cross 
Grand  Bayou,  and  knowing  they  had  so  much  start  at  that  place,  and 
that  it  would  take  some  time  for  me  to  cross  (the  only  means  by  swim- 
ming), I  scouted  around  in  the  vicinity ;  found  a  mule  that  they  had 
left  behind  (which  has  since  been  returned  to  Doctor  Ford,  from  whom 
it  was  taken),  and  then  returned  tbiough  the  brule  to  see  if  any  were 
still  lurking  behind.    I  came  to  camp  and  reported  to  Major  Davis. 

1  am,  captain,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  W.  SAYLES, 
Captain,  Company  H,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 
Capt.  B.  B.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  La  Fourche  District. 

My  orders  were  verbal,  communicated  to  me  by  Major  Davis  in  person, 
and  are  as  follows :  To  take  what  men  I  wanted  and  be  sure  and  get  the 
best  horses;  proceed  to  Grand  Bayou  with  all  possible  dispatch,  and 
make  an  eftbrt  to  capture  some  guerrillas,  which  he  thought  would  be 
found  lurking  in  the  brule  this  side  of  the  bayou;  intercept  them  at 
Grand  Bayou  if  they  attempted  to  cross. 
Respectfully, 

THOMAS  W.  SAYLES, 
Captain,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Capt.  John  IT.  Alexander,  First  Louisiana  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Company  K,  First  Louisiana  Cavalry, 

Thihodeaux,  La.,  February  1,  1805. 

Captain:  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  respectfully 
submit  the  following  as  a  report  of  the  movements  of  my  command 
while  out  in  search  of  guerrillas: 

Ou  Sunday  night  1  proceeded  to  Labadieville,  where  I  was  informed 
the  rebels  had  gone  to  Lake  Verret  and  would  be  found  near  Bavou 
Planton.  I  then  marched  to  within  one  ujile  of  the  lake,  and  halted 
until  daylight.  I  then  moved  down  to  the  lake.  When  within  a  short 
distance  of  the  Shell  Bank  we  were  discovered  by  their  picket   and 
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before  w^  could  reach  them  they  embarked  in  a  sail  fishing  boat,  stay- 
ing long  enough  to  fire  a  volley  at  our  advance  guard  (wounding  Ser 
geant  Pelletier  and  one  horse).  Bayou  Plantoii  being  between  us, 
I)ursuit  was  not  practicable.  When  they  left  the  Shell  Bank  they 
made  for  the  upper  end  of  the  lake.  After  searching  for  their  boats 
on  the  edge  of  the  lake,  and  satisfying  myself  that  none  were  left,  1 
came  back  to  the  Brule  Labadie  and  went  to  the  Lake  or  Bayou  Coopee 
Caries,  but  found  nothing  but  signs  of  where  they  had  been  tlie  night 
before.  I  then  came  back  nearer  Labadieville  and  halted  until  yester- 
day morning,  when  I  again  started  for  the  lake,  crossing  the  direct 
road.  When  near  Foley's  plantation  I  was  informed  they  were  immedi- 
ately in  front  of  us  on  Bayou  Blue.  When  we  got  in  rear  of  the  planta- 
tion we  could  not  trace  them  any  place,  but  found  where  they  were 
preparing  a  landing  place  at  the  mouth  of  Bayou  Blue.  Being  unable 
to  find  Avhere  they  had  gone,  and  not  being  supijlied  with  rations  suffi- 
cient to  justify  another  day's  delay,  I  returned,  crossing  the  roads 
leading  to  the  points  I  had  previously  visited.  I  am  satisfied  that 
they  have  not  yet  taken  the  horses  away,  and  do  not  think  tliey  can 
if  the  Canal  road  to  the  lake  is  guarded.  I  would  have  gone  to  the 
lake  by  that  route  if  I  could  have  been  satisfied  that  they  had  gone 
that  way.  Their  number  I  should  judge  to  be  about  thirty.  They 
halted  on  Hymel's  plantation  and  fed  themselves  and  horses,  I  was 
informed  by  the  negroes,  on  Saturday  night.  The  casualties  of  the  exj>e- 
dition  were  as  follows:  Orderly  Sergt.  Emile  Pelletier  wounded  in  right 
arm,  and  one  horse  wounded  in  the  neck. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  H.  ALEXANDER, 
Gaptain,  Commanding  Company  K,  First  Louisiana  Cavalry. 

Capt.  B.  B.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  La  Fourche  District. 

[¥iT»i  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  La  Fourche  District, 

Thibodeaux,  La.,  February  1,  1865. 

liespectfully  forwarded. 

^  ^  II.  A.  GAMEKOIS, 

Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  District. 

^Second  iiHlorseineiit.] 

Defenses  of  Nevt  Orleans, 

February  3,  18(15. 

This  report  is  in  its  general  tenor  unsatisfactory.  It  appears  that  a 
raid  had  been  made  on  Labadieville  by  a  mounted  force  of  the  enemy. 
This  force  must  have  arrived  from  some  landing  place  on  the  lower  por- 
tion of  Lake  Verret,  or  else  it  must  have  come  by  the  way  of  Napoleon^ 
ville,  which  can  hardly  be  presumed,  inasmuch  as  there  is  a  mounted 
force  at  that  place  to  guard  the  passage.  The  number  ot  roads  on 
which  this  mounted  force  could  o])crate  are  so  lew  m  number  and  ot 
so  short  an  extent,  together  with  the  fact  that  the  horses  had,  in  order 
to  escape,  to  be  embarked  at  no  point  on  the  lake  above  the  canal  (see 
topography  of  the  country),  and  therefore  within  certain  well-defined 
limits  (see  again  the  topography  of  the  country),  that  the  failure  to 
capture  at  least  the  horses  is  inexcusable.  I  desire  to  do  no  one  injus- 
tice, but  to  me  the  whole  thing  is  unsatisfactory.         ^    „  .,     ^,   ,„ 

liespectfully  forwarded  to  headouarters  l^^P^^*"'!';*^^,]^'^^^""- 

Brigadier -General,  Commanding. 
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JAKUARY  31,  1865. — Expedition  from  Morganza  to  New  Boads,  La. 
Report  of  Gol.  Morgan  B.  Chrysler,  Second  New  York  Veteran  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Second  New  York  Veteran  Cavalry, 

Morganza,  La.,  January  31,  1805. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  followiug  report  of  the  receut  scout: 
In  compliance  Avith  orders  from  headquarters  U.  S.  Forces  at  this 
post,  I  marched  my  command  at  2  a.  m.  as  follows:  Two  squads,  under 
command  of  Major  Fassett,  to  New  Itoads  by  the  lower  river  and 
the  cut-off;  three  squadrons,  in  command  of  Majjor  Van  Voast,  to 
Waterloo,  with  orders  to  send  one  squadron,  under  Captain  Sanford,  np 
False  Elver  to  the  dyke  opposite  New  Uoads.  I  followed  one  hour 
after  with  one  squadron  to  hold  all  the  cut-off  roads  from  tlie  river 
road  leading  to  False  River.  Sabers  were  ordered  to  be  left  behind, 
and  all  arrived  as  ordered  at  the  different  posts  before  dayliglit.  Tlie 
rain  was  falling  in  torrents.  As  tlie  gray  morning  was  creei)iiig  through 
the  mist  the  alarm  was  sounded  upon  each  door,  "The  Yankees  are 
coming."  At  Waterloo  the  trap  was  emi)ty,  as  a  gun-boat  lay  within 
a  few  yards  of  the  town.  At  New  Itoads  r>  were  in  and  5  were  taken, 
and  3  horses  and  equipments,  and  5  revolvers.  They  tried  liaid 
to  escape.  Some  burrowed  themselves  under  the  houses  previously 
prepared.  The  captain  (;ame  very  near  escaping.  He  lay  under  a 
house  covered  with  a  gray  blanket,  and  then  covered  with  dirt  and 
sand.  One  of  the  boys  looked  under,  cocked  his  carbine,  and  said, 
"Come  out;  its  no  use  trying  to  hide.  Come  out  or  I'll  send  a  blue 
pill  through  you,"  when  the  captain  raised  up  his  head  and  politely 
but  earnestly  remarked,  "Don't  shoot."  1  send  you  the  names  and 
rank,  and  the  prisoners  under  guard:  Capt.  G.  H.  Miller,  Fifth  Loui- 
siana Cavalry;  First  Lieutenant  Bondman,  Fifth  Louisiana  Cavalry; 
Charles  Mouram,  Scott's  cavalry;  Alphonse  Mouram,  West's  battal- 
ion; E.  Sanchez,  Second  Louisiana  Cavalry;  one  of  ItatlifPs  scouts. 
They  are  all  active  and  intelligent  men.  The  officers  were  Major 
Prime's  main  support,  and  their  loss  to  him  will  be  great.  Prime,  the 
redoubtable  major  of  the  Fifth  Louisiana  Cavalry,  had  left  the  day 
before  for  Grossetete.  All  returned  to  camp  at  Ip.  m.,  being  out 
eleven  hours.  Casualties  none.  Lieutenant  Collins  and  eighteen  men 
Aisited  West  Baton  Kouge,  and  returned  to  the  up  river  and  Williams- 
port  on  the  25th.  Ratliff  is  on  his  old  ground  on  Maringouin  Bayou, 
with  four  picket-posts  on  the  Fordoche.  Stilwell  is  at  liosedale  and 
Prime  on  False  River. 

Hoping  to  present  you  Major  Prime  in  a  short  time,  1  remain,  your 
obedient  servant, 

M.  II.  CHRYSLER, 

Colonel. 
Lieut.  O.  A.  ItiCK, 

Acting  Amiintant  Adjutant -General. 


JANUARY  31,  1865.— Skirmish  near  Oxford,  Kans. 

Report  of  Lieut.  William  F.  Goble,  Fifth  Kansas   Cavalry,  Assistant 

Provost-Marshal. 

Olathe,  Kans.,  February  l,  1865. 
Two  houses  were  burned  in  Aubrey  last  night.    Doctor  Bell's  house 
was  one  burning  yesterday  morning.    That  Vaughn  had  his  gang 
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together  I  concluded  sometbiDg  was  up.  Before  night  I  started,  with 
eighteen  men,  toward  Oxford.  When  about  half  way  I  discovered 
Aubrey  burning  and  struck  for  the  nearest  point  on  the  direct  Aubrey 
and  Oxford  road,  surnnsing  that  they  would  go  from  the  former  to  the 
latter  place.  Just  after  striking  the  road,  two  miles  south  of  Oxford, 
I  ran  into  the  whole  gang.  We  were  on  the  high  prairie.  They  were 
nine  in  number.  Knowing  that  nothing  else  could  be  done,  I  gave  the 
command  to  fire  and  charge,  which  was  done.  They  charged  into  the 
timber  and  remained  there,  and  we  returned.  They  were  about  fifty 
yards  distant  when  we  fired.  Bo  not  know  that  any  of  them  were 
hurt. 

W.  V.  GOB  LB, 
Lientcnant  and  Amsiant  l'rovost-31arshal. 
Mai.  H.  H.  Heath, 

Provost-Marshal- General,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. 


JANUARY  31-FEBRUARY  1,  1865.— Expedition  from  Fort  Pike  to  Bayou 
Bonfouca,  La.,  with  skirmish  (January  31). 

Report  of  Lieut.  Michael  Gallagher,  Seventy-fourth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops. 

Fort  Pike,  La.,  February  1, 1865. 

SlK :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  headquarters  Port  Pike,  La., 
pursuant  to  Special  Orders,  No.  12,  dated  January  31,  18(>5,  ^e  results 
of  an  expedition  to  Bayou  Bonfouca,  and  following: 

Tuesday,  Januarj'  31 ,  1865,  sent  on  board  the  sloop  liosetta,  with  one 
sergeant,  one  corporal,  thirteen  privates,  fifteen  in  number,  to  Bayou 
Bonfouca.  Started  from  Fort  Pike,  La.,  at  3  p.  m.  en  route  for  the 
above  place.  Arrived  there  at  a  p.  m.,  having  a  very  good  breeze  until 
I  reached  the  bayou,  when  I  discovered  a  sailing  craft  in  the  bayou. 
Having  a  reverse  wind,  1  had  to  haul  in  my  sails  on  the  sloop  Rosetta 
and  pole  her  up  the  bayou  to  within  250  yards  of  Bayou  Vincent,  Mrs. 
Cooper's  being  my  destination,  which  lay  on  the  Bayou  Vincent.  The 
sailing  craft,  which  was  the  schooner  Perseverance,  was  loaded  with 
wood  bound  to  New  Orleans,  J-,a.,  Mr.  Kaymond  Terence,  master  and 
owner  of  the  above-named  vessel.  She  lay  at  anchor  about  fifty  yards 
from  Bayou  Vincent,  when  I  ran  my  sloop  Rosetta  into  the  left  bank  of 
Bayou  Bonfouca  for  the  purpose  of  getting  a  yawl-boat  to  tow  me  up 
tlie  Bayou  Vincent,  wlien  a  party  of  guerrillas,  nine  in  number,  rushed 
to  the  right  bank  of  the  bayou  and  demanded  the  sloop  Rosetta  to  come 
across  to  them,  or  otherwise  they  would  fire  into  me.  Previous  to  this 
time  I  had  taken  the  precaution  to  put  my  men  in  the  cabin  of  the 
sloop.  I  then  cautioned  my  men  to  be  ready  and  keep  cool,  when  the 
guerrillas  ojiened  fire  on  the  boat.  They  did  not  give  me  time  to  come 
across  to  them  when  they  discovered  the  U.  S.  uniform  on  the  two 
sailors  and  myself  (all  the  other  men  were  below).  1  then  called  the 
men  on  deck  and  gave  the  command,  "  fire."  After  firing  two  rounds 
they  took  to  the  swamp.  The  schooner  Perseverance  immediately  got 
un«ier  way  with  all  her  sails  set,  and  coming  toward  my  sloop,  I 
thought  discretion  was  the  best  part  of  valor.  I  dropped  down  to  the 
mouth  of  Bonfouca  Bayou,  not  knowing  but  what  there  might  be  more 
men  on  board  of  her  and  intending  to  run  me  down.  I  ordered  my 
men  ashore  at  the  old  lighthouse,  where  they  could  liave  a  good  range 
on  the  schooner  and  at  the  same  time  a  good  cover  for  themselves. 
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Wlieu  she  came  in  hailing  distance  I  ordered  her  to  come  to  anchor  or 
I  would  lire  into  her.  She  immediately  came  to.  I  went  on  board  and 
found  that  the  guerrillas  had  been  on  board  and  robbed  the  crew  of 
all  their  money  and  clothes;  then  they  demanded  of  the  captain 
$1,000,  or  they  would  burn  his  schooner.  The  captain  not  having  the 
money  convenient  could  not  give  them  the  money.  If  I  had  not  just 
been  in  time  the  schooner  would  have  been  burned.  1  went  in  pursuit 
of  them,  but  lost  track  of  them  entirely,  but  was  informed  that  they 
had  gone  to  Bayou  La  Combe.  1  sent  a  colored  man  by  uame  of  St. 
John  to  Mrs.  Cooper's  to  ascertain  if  they  had  damaged  any  of  her 
jrtoperty.  He  returned  at  3  a.  m.  February  1,  1865,  and  stated  that 
they  had  been  there,  but  did  not  disturb  anything,  but  took  a  man  by 
the  name  of  Johnson  who  Avas  in  her  employ.  She  was  well  protected 
by  armed  citizens  from  Pearl  River. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MICHAEIj  GALLAGHER, 

First  Lieut.,  74th   U.  8.  Colored  Infantry,  Comdg.  Company  A. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  (i.  Uall, 

Commanding  Fort  Pike,  La. 


FEBRUARY  1-5,  1865. — Scout  from  Warrensburg  to  Wagon    Knob,  Big 
Grove,  Greenton,  and  Texas  Prairie,  Mo. 

Report  of  Capt.  Milton  Burris,  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 
*  Warrensburg,  Mo,,  February  (i,  1865. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that,  in  compliance  with 
projier  orders,  I  started  from  Camp  Grover  on  the  morning  of  the  1st 
of  February,  1805,  with  thirty  eight  men,  for  five  days'  scout.  I  moved 
in  the  direction  of  Columbus,  and  near  that  place  I  divided  my  force 
and  sent  eighteen  men,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Phillips,  Seventh 
Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  to  the  vicinity  of  Eenick  Mills,  to  camp 
in  that  vicinity,  and  on  the  2d  to  meet  me  near  Wagon  Knob.  I,  with 
twenty  men,  moved  in  the  direction  of  M'^agon  Knob  and  camped  on 
the  head  of  James'  Branch.  On  the  2d  instant  I  met  Lieutenant 
Phillips  near  Wagon  Knob.  I  there  divided  the  force  as  before  and 
sent  Lieutenant  Phillips  to  scout  in  the  vicinity  of  Buck  Knob,  and  to 
meet  me  at  a  certain  point  south  of  Wagon  Knob.  I  went  through 
the  head  of  Big  Grove  and  passed  on  to  near  the  head  of  Tabo  Creek 
and  camped.  On  the  morning  of  the  3d  instant  I  divided  my  force 
again  and  sent  eight  men  with  Sergeant  Kelly,  Company  L,  First  Mis- 
souri State  Militia  Cavalry,  to  scout  through  the  head  of  the  Big  Grove 
and  meet  me  near  the  Wagon  Knob.  I,  with  ten  men,  moved  in  the 
direction  of  (rreenton  and  Tucker's  Mill.  Near  that  place  I  visited  the 
house  of  the  bushwhacker  Eider,  and  found  his  family  to  consist  of  his 
wife  Alice  and  six  children ;  one  boy  teii  years  old,  one  boy  nine  years 
old,  one  boy  seven  years  old,  one  girl  six  years  old,  one  girl  four  years 
old,  and  one  girl  two  years  old.  I  went  from  there  to  Texas  Prairie 
and  A'isited  the  family  of  Welch.  He  and  two  sous  are  in  the  brush. 
I  found  his  wife  Mary  and  four  children;  one  boy  twelve  years  old,  one 
girl  ten  years  old,  one  boy  seven  years  old,  and  one  boy  five  years  old. 
I  then  started  in  the  direction  of  Chapel  Hill  and  soon  found  a  trail  of 
two  guerrillas.  I  followed  them  until  late  in  the  evening,  and  came  up 
with  them  at  one  Widow  Cobb's,  in  the  south  edge  of  Texas  Prairie. 
They  were  just  about  ready  to  leave  when  I  came  in  sight.     1  charged 
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on  tbem.  My  animal  being  faster  than  those  of  my  men,  I  alone  was 
able  to  get  in  easy  range  of  them.  I  wounded  one  of  them.  They 
saved  themselves  by  reaching  some  scattering  brush,  and  the  dusk  of 
the  evening  prevented  us  from  getting  both  of  them.  I  camped  that 
night  in  that  vicinity,  and  next  morning  passed  Buck  Knob  and 
joined  Lieutenant  Phillips  and  Sergeant  Kelly  south  of  Wagon  Knob. 
Being  satisfied  that  there  were  more  bushwhackers  in  the  direction  of 
Tucker's  Mill,  I  moved  my  whole  force  under  cover  of  the  Wagon 
Knob  and  concealed  my  holies  and  left  a  guard  with  them.  I  divided 
my  men  into  three  parties — nine  men  with  myself,  nine  men  with 
Ijieutenant  Pliillips,  and  eight  men  with  Sergeant  Kelly,  Company  L, 
First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry — and  moved  in  the  direction  of 
Tucker's  Mill,  myself  in  the  center.  Lieutenant  Phillips  on  my  right, 
and  Kelly  on  my  left.  After  proceeding  some  two  miles  I  came  upon 
a  trail  of  six  bushwhackers,  and  followed  them  about  three  miles  in  the 
thick  brush  and  completely  surprised  them,  and  fired  a  volley  into  them 
at  a  distance  of  about  forty  paces  while  they  were  standing  in  a  close 
circle  around  a  small  fire.  What  damage  was  done  them  I  am  unable 
to  state,  but  am  satisfied  that  several  of  them  were  wounded.  I  cap- 
tured all  of  their  horses  and  equipments,  six  in  number,  and  two 
Sharps  carbines.  The  brush  being  very  thick  I  was  unable  to  follow 
them  after  they  were  dismounted.  I  camped  that  night,  the  4th,  near 
Wagon  Knob,  and  on  the  5th  returned  to  camp  with  all  of  my  captured 
property. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MILTOF  BURRIS, 
Captain  Company  I,  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Capt.  A.  R.  CoNKLiN, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Warrensburg,  Mo. 


FEBRUARY  1-5,  1865. — Scout  from  Warrensburg  to  Tabo  Creek,  Dover, 
Oaklin  Church,  and  Davis'  Creek,  Mo. 

Report  of  Capt.  George  T.  Hamblin,  Seventh   Missouri  State    Militia 

Cavalry. 

IlDyRS.  Company  I,  Seventh  Cav.  Mo.  State  Militia, 

Camp  Grover,  near  Warrensburg,  Mo.,  February  5, 1865. 

Colonel:  In  obedience  to  Special  Orders,  ISTo. — ,  headquarters  of 
District  of  Central  Missouri,  Warrensburg,  Mo.,  I  have  the  honor  to 
report : 

On  the  1st  day  of  February,  1865,  I  left  Warrensburg,  Mo.,  in  charge 
of  Lieutenant  Crain  and  forty-eight  enlisted  men  of  the  Seventh  Cav- 
aby  Missouri  State  Militia,  and  proceeded  on  the  Lexington  road  as 
far  as  Mound  Prairie  Church.  Thence  I  proceeded  in  a  northeast  direc- 
tion to  Tabo  Creek,  distant  eight  miles  from  Mound  Prairie  Church, 
where  I  camped  for  the  night.  On  the  morning  of  the  2d  I  moved 
down  the  creek,  having  out  skirmishers.  1  scouted  the  brush 
thoroughly  for  the  enemy.  I  had  gone  but  a  short  distance  when  my 
advance  came  upon  three  guerrillas,  whereupon  the  guerrillas  and  my 
advance  exchanged  several  shots.  I  moved  rapidly  forward  and  gave 
chase  after  the  retreating  guerrillas.  I,  with  eight  of  my  men,  pur- 
sued them  some  eight  miles,  whereupon  I  gave  up  the  chase  and 
returned  to  where  I  first  started  the  guerrillas  and  found  that  the 
command  had  moved  to  other  localities.    I  then  proceeded  in  the  direc- 
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tion  of  Dover,  where  I  found  the  command.  It  being  late  in  the  day  I 
camped  for  the  night.  Distance  traveled  on  the  second  day,  twenty- 
five  miles.  On  the  morning  of  the  3d  I  received  information  that  some 
four  or  five  guerrillas  had  been  seen  lurking  around  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  Widow  Jay's  farm,  some  four  miles  east  of  Dover,  on  the 
Waverly  road.  I  moved  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  in  search  of  the 
above-reported  guerrillas.  After  arriving  at  the  place  I  made  a  thor- 
ough search  for  them,  but  was  unsuccessful.  I  then  proceeded  to  the 
house  of  Mrs.  Jay,  where  I  found  one  Savage  revolver  and  a  small  lot 
of  ammunition.  I  then  moved  with  tlie  command  to  Tabo  Creek.  I 
then  proceeded  uj)  the  creek  some  five  miles  above  Dover,  scouting  the 
brush  thoroughly  in  search  of  the  enemy.  It  being  late  in  the  day,  I 
stopped  to  feed.  Not  long  after  the  command  had  stopped  an  acci- 
dent happened  to  one  of  the  enlisted  men  of  my  command,  causing  me 
to  camp  for  the  night.  Distance  traveled  on  third  day,  twenty  miles. 
On  the  morning  of  the  4th  1  moved  up  on  the  west  side  of  Tabo 
some  nine  miles,  scouting  the  brush  thoroughly  in  search  of  the  enemy. 
Thence  I  moved  across  the  creek  iu  an  easterly  direction  some  eight  or 
ten  miles  iu  the  vicinity  of  the  Oaklin  Church.  It  being  late  in  the 
day,  I  camped  for  the  night  in  the  vicinity  of  Oaklin  Church.  Dis- 
tance traveled  on  the  fourth  day,  twenty-five  miles.  On  the  morning 
of  the  5th  1  moved  with  the  command  iu  a  southwest  direction  to  Davis' 
Creek,  scouting  the  brush  thoroughly  for  the  enemy.  I  then  moved 
with  the  command  in  the  direction  of  Warrensburg,  Mo.,  by  way  of 
Kirkpatrick's  Mill,  arriving  at  Camp  Grover,  near  Warrensburg,  Mo., 
on  the  evening  of  the  5th  of  February,  18C5.  Distance  traveled,  thirty 
miles  on  the  5th. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

CxEOEOE  T.  TIAMBLIN, 
Gapt.  Company  I,  7th  Uav.  Mo.  State  Militia,  Comdg,  Company. 

Col,  J.  F.  Philips, 

Commanding  District  of  Central  Missouri. 


FEBRUAKY  2-18,  1865.— Operations  against  Indians  on  the  North  Platte 
Kiver,  in  Colorado  and  Nebraska  Territories. 

sxj:M:M;7ii.E,Y  of  thk  pkincipat^  k^s^knts. 

Feb.      2, 1865. — Attack  on  tlie  Overland  Stage  Station  .at  .lulesburg,  Colo.  Ter. 
4-6, 1865. — Action  at  Mud  Springs,  Nebr.  Ter. 
8-9, 1865. — Action  on  the  North  Platte  River,  near  Rush  Creek,  Nebr.  Ter. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1.— Col.  Robert  R.  Livingston,  First  Nebraska  Cavalry,  commanding  Eastern 
Sub-District  of  Nebraska. 

No.  2.— Lieut.  Col.  William  O.  Collins,  Eleventh  Ohio  Cavalry,  commanding  West- 
ern Sub-District  of  Nebraska. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Col.  Robert  R.  Liriv^ston,  First  Nebraska  Cavalry,  command- 
ing Eastern  Suh-Bistrict  of  Nebraska. 

IlDQRS.  Eastern  Sub-District  of  Nebraska, 

I'ort  Kearny,  Nebr.  Ter.,  February  18,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  verbal  instruc- 
tions received  from  the  general  commanding  district,  I  moved  from  this 
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post  to  Fort  Eankin,  Colo.  Ter.,  on  the  30tli  ultimo,  arriving  at  the 
latter  post  on  the  night  of  the  3d  instant,  about  4  a.  m.,  hurriedly 
taking  with  me  such  troops  as  were  available  for  the  march  from  the 
various  posts  of  this  sub-district,  amounting  in  all  to  300  men,  all  of 
whom  had  but  lately  returned  from  the  expedition  under  Brig.  (ieu. 
\i.  B.  Mitchell  toward  the  liepublican  River.  I  marched  the  whole 
distance,  210  miles,  in  four  days.  On  my  arrival  at  the  post  of  Alkali, 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  2d  instant,  I  ascertained  that  Capt.  N.  J. 
O'Brien  and  Lieutenant  Ware,  Seventh  Iowa  (Javalry,  had  left  there 
the  morning  of  the  1st  instant  for  Jnlesburg,  Colo.  Ter. ;  that  Indians 
had  been  reported  in  force  about  the  post  of  Fort  Rankin,  and  that 
Lieutenant  Brewer,  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry,  fearing  Captain  O'Brien 
might  be  attacked,  had  sent  thirty  men  and  one  mountain  howitzer  to 
Beauvais  Station  to  meet  and  escort  the  captain  to  his  post.  Captain 
O'Brien  had  been  detained  behind  his  command  at  O'Fallon's  and 
Alkali  by  business  connected  with  transferring  one  mountain  howitzer 
to  each  of  these  posts,  by  order  of  General  Mitchell.  "While  tlie  troops 
sent  to  escort  Captain  O'Brien  to  his  post  were  absent  therefrom,  leav- 
ing the  garrison  at  Fort  Rankin  only  fifteen  strong,  I  discovered  a 
large  colnnm  of  smoke  in  the  direction,  of  Jnlesburg  from  Alkali  and 
immediately  thereafter  received  telegram  from  Fort  Rankin  stating 
Indians  had  attacked  and  were  burning  the  Julesburg  stage  station. 
I  immediately  ordered  the  troops  to  prepare  for  an  early  start,  and 
marched  day  and  night  until  I  arrived  at  Julesburg,  where  I  learned 
that  three  bodies  of  Indians,  none  of  which  Avere  less  than  600  strong, 
had  appeared  around  the  fort  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant.  Their 
attack  on  the  stage  station  was  evidently  a  rase  to  obtain  possession 
of  the  fort.  Just  out  of  howitzer  range  on  the  Avest  and  north  were 
stationed  bodies  of  Indians,  Avhile  the  third  body  destroyed  the  stage 
station;  their  intention  evidently  being  to  induce  the  weakened  gar- 
rison of  Fort  Rankin  to  attempt  a  defense  of  the  station,  thereby  leav 
ing  the  fort  an  easy  prey.  Lieutenant  Brewer  wisely  determined  to 
hold  his  post  and  could  give  no  protection  to  the  station,  which  was 
consumed  in  a  most  tantalizing  manner,  each  building  being  consumed 
separately,  the  Indians  firing  one  and  then  waiting  to  see  the  effect; 
then  another,  and  so  on  till  all  were  consumed.  Captain  O'Brien  and 
the  escort  sent  to  meet  him  came  in  sight  too  late  to  do  anything 
toward  saving  the  buildings.  Upon  his  approach  the  Indians  slowly 
withdrew  and  allowed  him  to  enter  the  fort.  As  soon  as  daylight 
broke,  after  my  arrival  at  Fort  Rankin,  I  dispatched  scouts  to  the 
west,  where  t])e  Indians  were  reported  to  be  encamped.  The  scouts 
returned,  reporting  that  they  found  an  encampment  of  about  300  war- 
riors apparently  evacuated  tlie  previous  day.  I  then  sent  detachment 
out  toward  Valley  Station  and  Pole  Creek  Crossing  to  repair  telegraph 
lines  and  scout  the  country.  They  returned  next  day,  stating  that 
twelve  miles  of  line  on  the  Denver  road  and  thirty-three  miles  onthe 
Laramie  road  were  utterly  destroyed.  The  command  on  the  Laramie 
road  also  reported  an  extraordinarily  large  Indian  trail  one  mile  in 
width  to  have  crossed  that  road  about  twenty-five  miles  west  of  Fort 
Rankin  about  two  days  since;  while  the  command  on  the  Denver 
road  reported  that  they  had  found  an  encampment  on  the  north  side 
of  the  South  Platte,  twenty-three  miles  west  of  Fort  Rankin,  which 
had  apparently  been  abandoned  two  or  three  days  only,  and  estimated 
to  contain  800  lodges,  some  of  which  were  of  the  largest  size  known  to 
be  used  by  Indians.  Antici])ating  that  these  Indians  might  swing 
around  to  the  east  after  crossing  North  Platte,  I  advised  you  by  tele- 
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graph  that  I  considered  it  unadvisable  to  follow  them  with  my  small 
force,  fearinff  that  the  road  east  of  Fort  liankin  might  be  infested  by 
them  during  the  advance  of  my  command  should  1  pursue  them.  On 
reflection,  deemed  it  not  impracticable  to  obtain  additional  forces  from 
Laramie  and  increase  my  command  to  a  numerical  strength  suflflcient 
to  punish  the  Indians  if  met;  and  learning  from  the  scouts  out  tliatthe 
enemy  was  evidently  passing  round  to  the  north  of  Laramie,  I  applied 
to  district  headquarters  for  permissioTi  to  send  an  express  to  Fort  Lara- 
mie with  orders  to  have  the  troops  of  that  post  co-operate  with  me  in 
a  combined  movement  against  these  Indians,  intending  to  extend  the 
pursuit  as  far  as  Horse  Creek  if  necessary,  wliere  it  was  supposed  by 
those  best  informed  in  Indian  habits  tliat  the  enemy  would  move  to. 
In  answer  to  my  request,  the  general  commanding  district  informed  me 
his  instructions  were  such  as  prevented  him  from  granting  my  request, 
and  directing  nie  to  repair  the  telegrai)h  line.  After  some  further  cor- 
respondence by  telegraph  on  the  subject  of  lepairing  telegraiih  lines 
I  set  to  work  with  my  whole  euergy  to  reiilace  the  broken  portions  of 
the  lines,  which  were  found  to  be  most  efi'ectually  destroyed ;  the  poles 
being  cut  close  to  the  ground  and  carried  ofl',  while  the  wire  was  twisted 
and  entangled  in  the  most  inextricable  manner,  a  large  portion  of  it 
being  carried  away.  I  sent  to  Cottonwood  for  poles,  whence  I  obtained 
315  on  the  10th  instant  at  4  a.  m.,  Captain  Kuhl,  First  Nebraska  Cav- 
alry, having  by  sui)erhuman  exertion  procured  poles  and  wagons,  and 
forwarded  them  under  orders  to  march  day  and  ]iight.  At  8  a.  m., 
10th  instant,  I  started  out  the  poles  on  both  lines,  the  repairing  i)arty 
on  the  Denver  line  consisting  of  100  men  and  two  pieces  of  artillery, 
under  command  of  Capt.  E.  B.  Murphy,  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry,  the 
artillery  being  commanded  by  Lieut.  Eugene  F.  Ware,  Seventh  Iowa 
Cavalry.  The  command  on  the  Laramie  liiui  consisted  of  Capt.  John 
Wilcox,  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  100  men  and  one  piece  of  artillery, 
whom  I  had  sent  out  twenty-four  hours  previously  to  dig  holes  for 
poles  on  that  line,  and  Captain  Weatherwax,  First  Nebraska  Cavalry, 
and  100  men  with  one  piece  of  artillery  accompanying  poles. 

All  the  wire  I  had  obtained  up  to  this  time  was  insufiicieut  to  fill  the 
gap  on  the  Laramie  line,  and  I  directed  a  party  to  ])roceed  to  Mud 
Springs,  seventy  miles  west  of  Fort  Eankin,  on  Laramie  road,  to  tele- 
graph for  the  necessary  wire  to  be  sentfiom  there,  with  instructions  to 
march  it  day  and  night  to  the  broken  line.  On  tlie  11th  instant  I  was 
informed  by  my  troops  on  Laramie  road  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Col- 
lins, Eleventh  Ohio  Cavalry,  commanding  ^^'esteru  Sub-District  of 
Nebraska,  had  fought  the  Indians  on  4th  instant  at  Mud  Springs;  had 
skirmished  with  them  nntil  the  9th  instant,  when  he  left  them  at  mouth 
of  Rush  or  Willow  Creek.  The  families  and  plunder  had  evidently 
crossed  the  North  Platte  at  mouth  of  Hush  Creek,  where  the  ice  was 
carefully  sanded  to  enable  cattle  to  cross,  and  the  warriors  or  fighting 
parties  of  Indian  force  were  loitering  behind  to  defend  them  and  check 
pursuit.  I  confess  that  I  then  regretted  deeply  that  I  had  not  moved 
my  wholeforce  in  that  direction,  as  1  had  at  first  desired,  for  I  felt  that 
in  connection  with  Colonel  Collins'  troops,  we  could  have  punished  these 
Indians  severely  and  probably  retaken  a  good  portion  of  the  stock  and 
property  they  had  carried  oft'.  I,  however,  confined  myself  to  the  task 
assigned  me,  and,  by  dividing  each  repairing  party  into  a  day  and 
night  corps,  succeeded  in  completing  the  circuit  on  the  Denver  line  on 
the  12th  instant,  and  on  Laramie  line  on  17th  instant.  The  heavy 
wind-storm  of  the  16th  instant  iujured  the  line  at  the  crossing  of  South 
Platte,  which  was  repaired  and  communication  opened  with  California 
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ou  18th  instant.  I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  praise  of  the 
conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command.  To  Captain  Murphv 
Seventh  Iowa;  Captain  Wilcox,  Seventh  Iowa;  and  Captain  Weather- 
wax,  First  Nebraska  Cavalry,  I  am  greatly  indebted  for  their  ceaseless 
eftorts  to  carry  out  my  instructions,  instilling  every  officer  and  man  of 
their  commands  with  zeal  to  repair  the  injuries  done  to  the  telegraph 
with  utmost  dispatch.  Having  accomplished  the  work  assigned  me,  1 
directed  the  troops  to  return  to  their  respective  posts  and  put  them- 
selves in  readiness  for  the  field  immediately. 

I  beg  respectfully  to  call  the  attention  of  the  general  commanding 
district  to  my  monthly  report  of  military  operations  in  this  sub-district, 
and  the  fact  that  every  prediction  therein  contained  has  been  verified^ 
My  frequent  requests  for  additional  troops,  1  am  aware,  have  been 
seconded  strongly  by  him  but  for  some  reason  unknown  to  me  a 
perfect  silence  is  the  only  response  I  have  received  in  reply  to  urgent 
demands  for  more  troops. 

I  see  but  one  method  of  protecting  this  road  through  my  sub-district, 
which  is  applicable  to  all  other  portions  of  the  road,  and  unless  adopted 
I  fear  that  additional  trouble  with  the  Indians  will  follow.  I  would 
establish  posts  every  twenty- five  miles  along  the  road,  with  garrisons  of 
100  men  each.  At  each  post  the  Overland  Stage  Company  should 
have  a  stage  station.  Halfway  between  these  posts  that  company 
should  have  stage  stations  and  permanent  guards  of  twenty-five  men, 
and  ojie  commissioned  officer  should  be  stationed  at  these  for  protec- 
tion of  property  and  furnishing  relays  of  mounted  escorts  to  the 
coaches,  which  escorts  should  accompany  the  stages  from  post  to  post 
each  way.  By  this  means  the  transit  of  the  mails  and  passengers 
would  be  Insured ;  'but  I  feel  satisfied  that  no  assurance  of  safety  can 
be  given  otherwise. 

I  would  also  earnestly  beg  that  steps  be  taken  at  once  to  establish  a 
telegraph  office  at  every  military  post.  The  importance  of  this  is  too 
apparent  to  need  comment,  for  where  a  large  force  of  the  enemy 
threatens  any  one  post  under  present  distribution  of  telegraph  offices 
no  re-enforcements  can  be  obtained  except  from  those  posts  where  tele- 
graph offices  are  already  established,  numbering  now  only  five  in  a 
distance  of  210  miles,  and  separated  from  fifty  to  sixty  miles  apart. 
The  attention  of  the  general  commanding  is  earnestly  entreated  to  this 
improvement  in  the  defense  of  this  road. 

This  Indian  war  has  been  steadily  increasing  in  magnitude  since  its 
commencement,  and  I  have  no  doubt  a  concentration  of  hostile  Indians 
will  take  place  next  si)ring  on  some  of  the  branches  of  Big  Cheyenne 
Eiver,  having  a  system  of  raiding  operations  in  view  along  the  full 
extent  of  the  line  from  Missouri  River  to  tbe  Rocky  Mountains.  Last 
spring,  though  superior  in  extent  to  the  anticipated  operations  of  the 
coming  season,  the  Indians  succeeded  in  distracting  plans  of  pursuit 
by  simultaneous  attacks  hundreds  of  miles  apart,  and  I  look  for  a  repe- 
tition of  that  plan  for  the  reason  that  it  was  then  successful.  I  think 
it  altogether  probable  that  the  road  east  of  Fort  Kearny  will  be 
attacked  in  the  spring,  and  Ave  should  make  timely  provisions  for 
defense  at  once,  by  establishing  new  posts  and  giving  that  portion  of 
the  line  protection.  To  this  end  I  would  recommend  posts  at  Wood 
Eiver,  Center,  Grand  Island,  and  another  halfway  from  (irand  Island 
to  Columbus;  one  at  Columbus,  for  the  protection  of  the  road  to 
Omaha;  and  on  the  road  to  Atchison  1  would  recommend  posts  at 
Sand  Hill  Station,  Mud  Creek,  I'awnee  Ranch,  Little  Blue  Station, 
and  Big  Sandy  Station.    These  additional  posts  would  call  for  an  addi- 


92  LOUISIANA   AND   THE   TRANS-MISSISSIPPI.  [Chap.  LX. 

tioual  force— at  least  500  men  to  the  present  aggregate  of  this  sub  dis- 
trict. This  Avould  give  us  a  defensive  system  of  protection  to  transit  of 
material  over  the  great  Platte  route;  but,  to  make  the  route  more 
secure,  offensive  operatious  on  a  large  scale  should  be  vigorously  car- 
ried on  against  these  hostile  Indians,  and  the  war  should  be  so  con- 
ducted as  to  compel  every  warrior  to  defend  his  own  wigwam  instead 
of  leaving  it  in  security  while  engaged  in  plundering  and  murdering 
our  citizens  on  these  Indian  raids.  Various  conjectures  have  been 
made  as  to  the  present  locality  of  these  hostile  Indians.  My  scouts 
and  Colonel  Collins',  who  were  ou  the  trail,  believe  them  to  have  gone 
toward  L'Eau-qui-court,  or  Niobrara  River,  ultimately  to  reach  the 
Mauvaise  Terre  country,  but  that  is  only  conjecture,  and  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  the  way  to  find  them,  encumbered  as  they  are  with  plunder 
and  cattle,  thev  cannot  travel  with.rapidity.  and  I  Jiave  no  doubt,  unless 
their  proverbial  cunning  misleads  us,  they  will  be  easily  found,  inasmuch 
as  they  seem  defiant  and  made  no  exertions  to  keei)  out  of  Colonel  Col- 
lins' way,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  confidently  charged  his  command  at 
Bush  Creek. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON, 
Colonel  First  Regiment  Nebrasha  Cavalry  Veteran  Volunteers, 

Commanding  Eastern  Sub-District  of  Nebraska. 

Capt.  .loHN  Pratt, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  District  of  Hehraska,  Omaha,  Kehr.  Ter: 


No.  2. 

Report  of  JAeut.  Col.   William  0.  Collins,  Eleventh  Ohio  Cavalry,  com- 
manding Western  Sub-District  of  Nebraska. 

Heabqitautees  Western  Sub-Bistrict  op  Nebraska, 

Fort'  Laramie,  Nebr.  Ter.,  February  15,  1865. 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  about  4  o'clock  on  the 
evening  of  Saturday,  the  4th  instant,  I  was  informed  by  telegraph  that 
Mud  Springs,  a  telegraph  station  105  miles  east  of  Fort  Laramie,  was 
attacked  by  Indians.  There  were  at  Mud  Springs  Station  at  that  time 
nine  soldiers  and  five  citizens,  one  of  the  latter  connected  with  the 
telegraph  comjtany  and  the  others  herding  stock  in  the  vicinity  for 
Messrs.  Creighton  and  Eloel.  I  immediately  ordered  Lieutenant  Ells- 
worth, commanding  Company  H,  Eleventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry, 
then  at  Camp  Mitchell,  a  post  fifty  miles  east  of  Fort  Laramie  and 
fifty-five  miles  west  of  Mud  Springs,  to  proceed  without  delay,  with 
all  the  men  he  could  spare,  to  the  relief  of  Mud  Springs  Station;  to 
travel  all  night,  and  if  ])ossib]e  reach  there  by  morning.  He  obeyed 
the  order  ijromptly,  and  was  at  Mud  Springs  by  daylight  the  morning 
ot  the  5th,  witli  thirty  six  men,  making  the  distance  in  twelve  hours 
without  stopping.  In  the  meantime  I  left  Fort  Laramie  about  7  p.  m. 
on  the  4tli  instant,  with  about  120  men,  consisting  of  detachments  of 
difterent  comjianies  of  the  Eleventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry  and  part 
of  Comi>any  D,  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry  Volunteers,  being  all  that  could 
be  mounted  and  spared  from  Fort  Laramie.  My  command  traveled  all 
night  and  reached  Camp  Mitchell  during  the  forenoon  of  the  5th  instant. 
Tlie  night  was  severely  cold  and  several  men  were  so  much  frozen  as  to 
be  unable  to  proceed  any  farther.     After  a  short  rest  I  took  twenty- 
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five  men  aud  went  rapidly  forward,  reaching  Mud  Springs  about  2 
o'clock  the  morning  of  the  6th  instant.  The  balance  of  the  command 
followed  under  Captain  Fouts,  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  reached 
Mud  Springs  about  8  o'clock  the  same  morning,  having  made  105  miles 
in  thirty-six  hours,  including  stop])ages.  The  small  party  with  me 
made  the  same  distance  in  seventeen  hours,  actual  travel,  and  thirty 
hours,  including  the  delay  at  Camp  Mitchell.  I  found  that  the  Indians 
had  been  in  great  numbers  on  Pole  Creek  on  the  3d  instant;  that  on 
the  4tli  they  began  to  appear  about  Mud  Springs,  attacked  the  station, 
stole  the  stock  there,  consisting  of  about  15  ponies  and  horses  belong- 
ing to  citizens,  1  mule  and  3  horses  belonging  to  the  Government;  also 
tlie  cattle  herd  of  Messrs.  Creighton  and  lloel,  which  was  on  liankin's 
Creek  about  four  miles  distant;  that  on  tlie  morning  of  the  5th,  soon 
after  the  arrival  of  Lieutenant  Ellsworth,  they  had  appeared  around 
Mud  Springs  in  large  numbers,  seemed  suri)rised  attheincreaseof  men 
at  the  station,  and  after  a  little  tiring  their  attack  ceased,  but  many 
continued  in  sight  on  the  hills  all  day.  At  daylight  on  the  morning  of 
the  Cth  instant  they  began  to  come  over  the  blufl's  from  all  direc- 
tions, and  about  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  main  body  they  com- 
menced a  desultory  firing  and  made  efforts  to  cut  off  some  of  the  party 
coming  in.  It  was  evident  that  they  had  come  to  take  the  i)ost  and 
expected  to  do  so.  The  men  and  stock  were  fatigued  by  night  travel, 
all  chilled  and  many  fro'St-bitten.  The  station  is  also  utterly  indefensi- 
ble, being  surrounded  by  hills  and  knolls  full  of  gullies,  enabhng  the 
Indians  to  ambush  and  creep  upon  us  at  points  where  they  could  not 
be  reached  by  a  cavalry  charge.  Shortly  alter  our  main  body  got  in 
they  attacked  us  in  force  and  with  great  boldness.  The  suddenness  of 
the  attack,  the  condition  of  the  men,  aud  the  character  of  the  ground 
interfered  with  proper  discipline  and  system  on  onr  part,  and  the  fight 
ing  at  first  was  rather  miscellaneous.  We  found  it  necessary  to  imitate 
the  Indians,  get  under  banks  and  creep  up  to  favorable  positions,  watch 
for  an  Indian's  head,  shoot  the  moment  it  was  shown,  and  pop  down  at 
the  fiash  of  his  gun.  The  men  got  quite  handy  at  this  game  and  soon 
made  any  ground  occupied  by  the  Indians  too  hot  for  them.  It  was 
common  to  see  a  soldier  and  an  Indian  playing  bo  peep  in  this  manner 
for  half  an  hour  at  a  time.  At  one  time  there  were  some  200  Indians 
behind  a  hill  and  in  its  ravines,  where  they  could  come  within  seventy- 
five  yards  of  the  buildings  at  the  station.  From  this  point  aiTows  came 
in  showers,  the  Indians  shooting  them  keeping  entirely  out  of  sight. 
The  arrows  were  apparently  discharged  at  an  angle  of  about  forty-five 
degrees,  making  a  curve  and  descending  upon  us  at  about  the  same 
angle.  Many  horses  aud  mules  and  some  men  were  wounded  in  this 
manner.  It  became  evident  that  this  point  must  be  cleared,  and 
arrangements  were  made  for  two  parties  to  charge,  one  on  foot  to  drive 
them  out.  the  other  on  horseback  to  head  them  off,  when  the  Indians, 
fiiuling  half  a  dozen  rifles  leveled  at  each  head  that  was  shown,  aban- 
doned this  position.  We  immediately  took  possession  of  it,  dug  a  nfie- 
pit  on  the  highest  jwint,  and  had  no  more  trouble  from  that  quarter. 
After  about  four  hours'  fighting,  we  began  to  press  them  back  in  all 
directions  and  soon  drove  them  off.  ..    .,     1.11 

About  2  o'clock  their  fire  slackened  aud  they  withdrew  into  the  hills, 
but  many  continued  in  sight  on  the  bluffs  until  dark.  In  this  day  s 
fight  we  Lad  seven  wounded,  three  of  them  seriously,  and  some  horses 
and  mules  killed.  The  loss  of  the  Indians  must  have  been  at  least 
thirty  in  this  engagement.    Most  of  the  officers  aud  men  estimate  it  to 
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be  much  greater.  It  is  impossible,  liowever,  to  be  certain,  as  their 
dead  aud  wounded  are  immediately  carried  off;  indeed,  it  is  comraou 
for  the  warrior  to  be  fastened  to  his  horse  so  that  his  body  will  be 
brought  off  in  case  of  accident.  The  number  of  warriors  engaged  was 
from  500  to  1,000,  the  latter  probably  nearer  the  mark.  They  were 
armed  with  rifles,  revolvers,  bows  and  arrows.  Many  were  mounted 
on  American  horses  and  there  were  white  men  or  Mexicans  among  them. 
They  had  plenty  of  ammunition.  Minie-balls  were  common,  and  they 
were  bold  and  brave.  They  generally  shot  too  high,  else  we  should 
have  suffered  much  more.  Early  in  the  engagement  I  telegraphed  to 
Maj.  Thomas  L.  Mackey,  commanding  at  Fort  Laramie,  to  send  down 
a  field  ]>iece,  it  appearing  difficult  to  dislodge  the  Indians  from  their 
sheltered  posititms  without  one.  Directly  afterward  the  line  was  cut. 
About  3  o'clock  1  sent  a  strong  party  to  repair  it.  Tlic  break  was 
found  about  a  mile  west  and  mended.  Soon  afterward  it  was  cut 
again.  At  dark  another  party  was  sent  out  and  found  two  poles  cut 
down  and  the  wire  gone  for  four  poles  at  or  near  the  same  place.  By 
talcing  wire  from  the  line  east  it  was  repaired,  so  that  we  were  able  to 
keep  up  communication  with  Fort  Laramie.  During  the  night  we  for- 
tified and  prepared  to  take  the  offensive.  In  the  morning  no  Indians 
were  in  sight.  Leaving  Captain  Fouts  in  command  of  the  station,  we 
reconnoitered  in  force  ready  to  meet  them  and  found  the  whole  country 
covered  with  trails.  They  seemed  to  concentrate  and  tend  generally 
toward  the  springs  on  Rush  Creek  about  ten  miles  distant,  and  we  sat- 
isfied ourselves  that  their  main  camp  was  there.  Before  daylight  of  the 
morningof  IheSth,  Lieut.  W.  H.  Brown,  Eleventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry, 
arrived  with  a  howitzer,  having  come  from  Fort  Laramie  in  thirty -four 
hours  including  stoppages.  On  the  morning  of  the  8th  an  expedition 
was  organized  for  pursuit.  Captain  Fouts  being  left  in  command  of 
the  station.  The  country  is  very  broken  and  in  Indian  fighting  an 
attempt  to  surprise  is  always  probable.  The  camp  was  found  where 
we  expected,  at  Hush  Creek  Springs.  It  was  deserted,  but  there  were 
evidences  that  it  had  been  recently  and  hastily  left;  that  they  had 
been  there  about  three  days  and  were  in  great  numbers.  The  camp 
covered  several  miles.  Over  100  beef-cattle  had  been  slaughtered  in 
it.  Empty  oyster,  meat,  and  fruit  cans  were  plenty.  Flour  sacks,  a- 
quantity  of  codfish,  aud  indications  of  the  spoils  of  ranches  and  trains 
were  scattered  everywhere.  Quantities  of  meat  cut  up  for  use  and 
skins  pegged  down  for  drying  and  tanning  were  left  upon  the  ground. 
Pressing  forward  on  the  now  fresh  trails,  in  four  or  five  miles  we 
reached  the  valley  of  the  Platte,  near  the  mouth  of  Eush  Creek.  When 
within  a  mile  of  the  river  we  came  in  sight  of  the  Indians  on  the  other 
side  scattered  over  the  plains  between  the  bluffs  and  the  river,  grazing 
their  horses.  There  were  no  tepees  or  lodges,  no  travels  or  lodge 
poles,  no  women,  children,  or  dogs  in  sight.  They  had  all  gone  for- 
ward into  the  blufis  which  at  this  point  are  about  five  miles  north  of 
the  river,  leaving  the  warriors  only  behind.  The  lodge  trails  wcie  veiy 
broad  aud  fresh,  apparently  made  that  morning  and  the  evening 
before. 

It  was  now  clear  we  had  underestimated  the  numbers  against  us. 
With  a  field-glass  they  could  be  distinctly  seen  and  examined.  There 
were  at  least  2,000  warriors  in  sight.  It  was  evident  that  all  the  hostile 
Indians  that  had  been  committing  depredations  and  holding  the  country 
along  the  South  Platte  were  concentrated  here.  The  river  was  about 
half  a  mile  wide  and  frozen  over.    While  we  were  looking  for  a  cross- 
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iug  they  saved  us  the  trouble  by  commencing  to  swarm  down  to  the 
river-banks  and  come  over  on  the  ice,  not  opposite,  but  one  or  two 
miles  above  and  below  us.  We  Lad  barely  time  to  corral  our  train 
before  they  were  upon  us  on  every  side.  The  position  chosen  was  the 
best  we  could  get,  but  there  were  many  little  sand  ridges  and  hollows 
under  cover  of  which  tliey  could  approach  us.  A  very  great  change 
had  come  over  the  men  since  the  morning  of  the  fight  at  Mud  Springs 
They  were  rested  and  free  from  excitement,  liad  confidence  in  their 
officers,  obeyed  orders,  and  went  to  work  with  a  will.  Sharpshooters 
wore  pushed  out,  and  the  hillocks  commanding  tlie  camp  occupied,  and 
ririe-pits  dug  upon  them.  The  Indians  of  tlie  plains  are  the  best  skir- 
mishers in  the  world.  In  rapidity  of  movement,  sudden  wheeling  and 
Liinging  over  steep  and  difficult  ground,  no  trained  cavalry  can  equal 
them,  nunting  the  buffalo  is  the  best  possible  school.  We  were  not 
strong  enough  to  charge  or  scatter.  It  was  necessary  to  be  prudent, 
and  at  first  take  the  deleusive.  They  dashed  up  very  boldly,  but  soon 
lell  back  from  our  bullets,  and  resorted  to  their  old  game  of  skulking 
and  sharpshooting.  At  this  game  tliey  were  well  met  by  our  men.  At 
one  point  we  were  greatly  annoyed  by  a  party  of  ten  or  fifteen  behind 
a  little  knoll  about  400  yards  distant,  and  it  became  evident  they 
must  be  dislodged.  A  detail  was  made  of  sixteen  mounted  men,  part 
from  the  detachment  of  Company  D,  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  part 
from  a  detachment  of  the  First  Battalion,  Eleventli  Ohio  Volunteer 
Cavalry.  The  party  was  placed  in  command  of  Lieutenant  Patton, 
Eleventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  and  he  was  ordered  to  charge  at  full 
s])eed,  revolvers  in  hand,  to  clear  out  the  Indians  behind  the  hillock, 
and,  having  done  so,  wheel  and  return  immediately.  It  was  admirably 
done;  the  skulkers  were  routed  and  fied.  In  the  meantime  there  were 
from  150  to  200  Indians  on  the  rising  ground  beyond  the  contested  hill- 
ock, which  was  about  midway  between  us  and  them.  When  they  saw 
the  charge  they  swarmed  down  to  save  their  men,  and  our  party  had  a 
short  hand-to-hand  fight  with  their  advance  and  then  wheeled  and 
returned  as  ordered.  In  this  charge  we  lost  two  men,  Private  John  A. 
Harris,  Company  D,  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry,  who  fell  in  tlie  fight,  and 
Private  William  H., Hartshorn,  Company  C,  Eleventh  Ohio  Volunteer 
Cavalry,  a  veteran,  who  was  on  a  very  spirited  horse,  and  either  his 
own  ardor  or  inability  to  control  his  horse,  or  both,  led  him  forward 
into  the  thickest  of  the  Indians,  and  we  saw  him  no  more  alive.  Many 
Indians  were  killed  and  wounded  in  this  charge.  They  fell  immediately 
back  before  our  fire  as  the  charging  party  returned.  A  small  party 
immediately  went  out  and  brought  in  the  body  of  Harris.  The  Indians 
had  no  time  to  scalp  him  or  take  his  arms  or  clothing,  and  they  were 
brought  in  with  him.  The  body  of  Hartshorn  was  found  next  morning 
about  one  mile  from  our  camp,  horribly  mutilated,  with  ninety-seven 
arrows  sticking  in  it.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  some  chief  of  note  was 
killed  by  bin),  or  some  one  else  in  the  charge,  and  that  each  one  of  his 
relations  and  friends  put  an  arrow  in  him  and  left  it,  as  it  is  sometimes 
their  custom.  Both  bodies  were  brouglit  to  Fort  Laramie  for  burial. 
I  desire  especially  to  call  attention  to  tlie  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Pat- 
ton  and  his  little  body  of  men.  The  charge  was  a  very  gallant  one,  and 
the  desired  objects  were  fully  accomplished.  Toward  night  we  could 
not  bring  the  Indians  in  reach  of  our  fire.  They  retired  behind  the 
hills  and  were  returning  across  the  Platte  until  dark,  when  very  few 
seemed  to  be  on  the  south  side  of  the  river. 

About  sundown  an  incident  worthy  of  notice  occurred.    Private 
MiUer,  Company  C,  Eleventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  had  shot  an 
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Indian,  and  he  lay  on  the  ice  in  plain  sight  about  lialf  a  mile  distant. 
Our  enemies  retreating  and  night  coming  on,  horses  and  mules  were 
ordered  to  be  watered  a  few  at  a  time,  not  in  the  river,  but  at  the  creek, 
which  was  the  nearer.  A  party  going  by  mistake  toward  the  Tlatte, 
where  the  dead  Indian  lay,  a  cry  was  raised  and  the  Indians  on  both 
sides  came  flocking  to  the  point,  evidently  supposing  that  we  Avere 
after  the  body.  Itecall  was  sounded,  our  men  came  back,  and  the 
Indians  retired,  but  in  the  morning  the  body  was  gone.  The  Indians 
never  permit  their  killed  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies  if  it  is 
possible  to  prevent  it.  We  camped  on  the  battleground  and  continued 
to  prepare  and  occupy  favorable  positions  during  the  night  and  morn- 
ing. About  sunrise  on  the  9th  they  began  to  come  over  above  and 
below,  until  some  400  mounted  warriors  were  counted,  without  any 
apparent  diminution  of  the  number  left  on  the  north  side  of  the  river. 
They  found  us  ready,  skirmished  about  for  awhile,  exchanged  a  few 
shots,  and  then  began  to  recross  and  put  off  rapidly  for  the  bluffs.  At 
noon  very  few  were  to  be  seen.  They  were  evidently  hurrying  away 
into  the  sand  hills  to  overtake  their  families  that  had  gone  on  the  day 
before.  A  few  scouts  could  be  seen  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  left 
to  watch  us,  and  when  we  moved  u[)  the  river  Ave  saw  them,  eight  in 
number,  crossing  to  our  deserted  camp  like  wolves,  to  pick  up  some- 
thing as  a  trophy  or  to  dig  up  or  scalp  any  dead  they  might  find. 
Farther  i)ursuit  would  have  been  injudicious  and  useless.  With  their 
numbers  they  could  at  any  time  compel  our  small  party  to  corral  and 
iight.  We  could  drive  them  off  and  follow  again  with  the  same  result, 
but  could  not  afford  to  give  them  the  least  advantage.  In  following 
them  to  I/Eau-quicourt  we  should  be  in  the  sand  hills,  when  they 
would  have  had  greatly  the  advantage  in  ground  and  where  our  stock 
could  not  subsist.  In  each  engagement  the  Indians  fired  everything 
around  tliem  that  would  burn.  We  continued  to  see  the  smoke  of  their 
fires  as  they  went  north  for  at  least  fifty  miles.  We  broke  camp  about 
2  o'clock,  moved  uj)  the  Platte  about  fifteen  miles,  where  the  command 
was  divided,  part  under  Lieutenant  Brown,  Eleventh  Ohio  Volunteer 
Cavalry,  going  on  to  Gamp  Mitchell  and  Fort  Laramie,  Avhich  had  been 
left  with  insufficient  garrisons,  and  the  remainder  i-eturning  to  Mud 
Springs  witli  me.  On  the  morning  of  the  10th  I  took  about  seventy- 
five  men  and  proceeded  to  Pole  Creek,  to  open  communication  with 
Julesburg. 

At  Pole  Creek  we  met  Captain  W^ilcox,  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry,  with 
his  command,  repairing  the  line.  On  the  lltli  we  started  to  return  to 
Fort  Laramie.  Made  Pumpkin  Creek,  ten  miles  west  of  Mud  Springs, 
that  night.  On  the  13th  made  Camp  Mitchell,  forty-five  miles,  and  on 
the  ]4tli  reached  Fort  Laramie,  fifty  miles.  We  found  the  Pole  Creek 
Station  bnrned,  and  between  that  point  and  Mud  Springs  the  poles  were 
gone  for  ten  miles  aiul  a  half,  consecutively.  East  of  Pole  Creek  Sta- 
tion they  were  reported  gone  for  a  still  greater  distance.  The  Indians 
had  evidently  good  teuchers  and  did  their  work  -well.  They  have  got 
over  their  superstitious  idea  that  it  is  bad  medicine  to  touch  the  tele- 
graph. Of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  connected  with  the 
expedition  I  cannot  speak  too  highly.  In  extreme  cold  weather,  in  the 
dead  of  winter,  the  main  body  marched  nearly  400  miles  in  ten  days, 
much  of  the  time  by  night,  without  tents  or  shelter,  camped  on  the 
ground,  often  without  fire,  on  short  rations  and  forage,  and  met  and 
repulsed  in  every  engagement  a  brave  and  cuuTiiug  foe,  numbering  at 
least  ten,  probably  fifteen,  to  one.    Their  patience  and  endurance,  their 
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cheerfulness  and  courage,  their  readiness  to  obey,  and  promptness  and 
skill  to  execute  could  not  be  surpassed.    The  expedition  was  organized 
into  four  squadrons,  the  first  composed  of  a  detachment  from  Company 
D,  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry,  officered  by  Captain  Fonts  and  Lieutenant 
Haywood ;  the  second,  of  a  detachment  from  Company  I,  Eleventh  Ohio 
Volunteer  Cavalry,  officered  by  Captain  Apt,  Lieutenants  Harlan  and 
Moloney;  the  third,  of  a  detachment  from  Company  H,  Eleventh  Ohio 
Volunteer.Cavalry,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Ellsworth ;  the  fourth,  of 
a  detachment  composed  of  men  from  Companies  A,  P>,  C,  and  D,  of  the 
First  Battalion,  Eleventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  officered  by  Lieuten- 
ants Patton  and  Herriman;  and  the  howitzer  in  charge  of  Lieutenant 
Brown,  commanding  a  squad  of  men.  Eleventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavaliy, 
sutBcient  to  man  the  piece.    Assistant  Surgeon  Zeigler,  Eleventh  Ohio 
Volunteer  Cavalry,  accompanied  the  expedition.    Captains  Clenn,  regi- 
mental commissary,  and  Keeves,  assistant  district  inspector,  both  of  the 
Eleventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  were  also  with  it  as  volunteers  with- 
out command,  being  anxious  to  take  part  in  an  Indian  fight,  in  which 
they  were  fully  gratified.    Lieutenant  Harlan  acted  as  quartermaster 
and  commissary,  and  Lieutenants  Herriman  and  Moloney  as  adjutants, 
the  first  at  the  commencement  of  the  expedition  and  the  last  at  its 
close.     All  did  their  duty  well  and  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  particular- 
ize, except  in  the  case  of  Lieutenant  Patton  and  his  party.    Their 
charge  was  a  very  brilliant  affair;  challenged  and  received  universal 
praise.    Mr.  Martin  Ilogan,  telegraph  operator,  was  employed  as  guide 
and  did  valuable  service.    The  howitzer,  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
Brown,  was  admirably  served,  but  did  not  prove  as  useful  as  was 
expected  owing  to  the  defective  character  of  the  ammunition,  many  of 
the  shells  failing  to  burst  at  all  and  some  bursting  at  the  muzzle  of  the 
gun.     I  append  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Brown  upon  the  subject,  and 
ask  that  proper  steps  be  taken  to  condemn  such  of  our  ammunition  as  is 
worthless  or  doubtful  and  that  better  be  furnished  to  the  troops  sta- 
tioned in  the  mountains.    Much  of  the  howitzer  ammunition  at  Fort 
Laramie  has  been  in  the  magazine  for  eight  or  ten  years.    All  supplies 
for  this  service  should  be  of  the  best  quality,  as  tliey  are  forwarded  but 
once  in  the  year  and  mistakes  cannot  be  seasonably  corrected.    The 
casualties  attending  the  expedition  were  much  fewer  than  could  have 
been  anticipated.    It  arises  from  the  fact  that  the  Indians,  when  near  us, 
fired  too  high,  not  understanding  their  now  arms  and  animuuitmn,  and 
that  our  men  obeyid  orders,  fought  systematically,  and  manifested 
great  prudence  and  adroitness  in  imitating  the  Indian  cunnnig.    Mov- 
ing and  fighting  in  the  Indian  country  is  a  distinct  branch  of  the  serv- 
ice that  few  understand  and  that  can  only  be  learned  by  actual  service. 
In  the  engagement  at  Mud  Springs  3  men  were  wounded  seriously 
and  4  slightly.    In  the  battle  at  the  mouth  of  Rush  Creek  2  men  were 
killed,  9  wounded.    In  addition  to  this,  10  men  were  seriously  frost- 
bitten in  our  night  marches,  making  a  total  of  28  killed  and  disablecl. 
The  total  loss  of  the  Indians  in  all  the  engagements  is  variously  esti- 
mated from  100  to  150.    I  append  the  report  of  Asst.  Surg.  A.  1; .  Zeig- 
ler, and  as  to  casualties  also  his  supplemental  report,  detailing  the 
brutalities  inflicted  upon  the  body  of  Private  M  .  H.  Hartshorn,  Com- 
pany C.     It  is  well  to  know  the  character  of  the  enemy  we  have  to 
deal  with.    This  party  of  Indians  has  rarely  been  equaled  m  size-    " 
is  usually  difficult  for  large  numbers  to  remam  long  together  for  lack 
of  subsistence,  but  in  this  case  their  stolen  stock  and  pl«nc  ered  stores 
furnished  them  abundant  supplies.    The  party  was  made  up  of  all  the 
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CLeyennes,  Ogalallas,  and  Brul6  Sioux  south  of  the  Phitte,  together 
with  probably  a  few  Kiowas,  Arapahoes,  and  perhaps  some  straggling 
Apaches  and  Comanches.  It  nuinbered  from  800  to  1,000  lodges  and 
Irom  2,000  to  3,000  warriors.  The  last-named  bands  are  most  likely  ou 
and  south  of  the  Arkansas  River  for  the  winter,  but  many  come  up  to 
depredate  on  the  main  and  South  Platte  when  grass  comes.  Tlie party 
we  met  has  no  doubt  gone  north  to  the  Powder  Itiver  couutiy,  to  join 
the  hostile  Indians  there,  and  may  be  expected  to  continue  their  dep- 
redations along  the  North  Platte  till  severely  punished.  Their  ])roba- 
ble  route  from  where  we  left  them  will  be  through  the  sand  hills  to 
L'Eau-qui-court,  then  across  the  heads  of  White  Eiver  and  the  South 
Fork  of  Cheyenne  to  Powder  Eiver.  Small  ])arties  may  remain,  but 
the  main  body  will  go  there  to  secure  their  families  and  recruit  their 
stock  until  spring.  They  are  well  armed  and  mounted;  have  many 
rifled  muskets  and  plenty  of  ammunition,  including  minie  cartridges 
with  ounce  balls;  are  full  of  venom  and  bent  on  revenge  for  the  loss  of 
their  people  south.  So  soon  as  they  reach  the  Indians  north  they  will 
excite  and  perhaps  compel  them  to  become  hostile.  The  posts  on  the 
Platte,  especially  Deer  Creek  and  Platte  Bridge,  which  are  within  100 
miles  of  Powder  Eiver,  will  be  i  u  immediate  danger.  More  troops  should 
be  sent  out  here  inmiediately  to  hold  the  posts  in  the  sub-district,  and 
when  spring  opens  imi)ortant  expeditions  should  be  organized  to  i)ene- 
trate  the  center  of  their  country. 

Having  been  nearly  three  years  in  this  service  and  being  about  to 
leave  it^  1  venture  to  add  a  word  as  to  the  policy  to  be  pursued.  I  beg 
to  repeat  the  suggestions  which  I  have  heretofore  made,  that  the  per- 
manent cure  for  the  hostilities  of  the  northern  Indians  is  to  go  into  the 
heart  of  their  buffalo  country  and  build  and  hold  forts  till  the  trouble 
is  over.  A  hasty  expedition,  however  successful,  is  only  a  temjjorary 
lesson,  whereas  the  ]nesence  of  troops  in  force  in  the  country  where  the 
Indians  are  compelled  to  live  and  subsist  would  soon  oblige  them  to  sue 
for  peace  and  accept  such  terms  as  the  Government  may  think  proper 
to  impose.  The  Black  Hills,  Big  Horn  Mountain,  Yellowstone  country, 
are  all  rich  in  minerals,  but  this  wealth  cannot  be  made  available  while 
hostile  bands  of  Indians  are  roaming  over  the  country.  If  these  Indians 
could  be  induced  to  remove  north  toward  the  main  Missouri  and  remain 
there,  it  would  open  up  an  immense  region  for  mining  and  agriculture 
which  cannot  be  now  reached.  They  would  be  in  a  line  buffalo  country, 
and  out  of  the  way  of  collisions  with  the  whites,  which  are  always  liable 
to  occur  if  they  are  near  together.  It  would  also  separate  them  from 
the  southern  Indians,  and  prevent  the  ])lotting  and  combining  which 
now  exists  between  them.  There  are  two  points  I  would  res])ectfully 
indicate  as  suitable  locations  for  the  posts  spoken  of,  one  about  the  head 
of  the  Little  Missouri  of  the  Mandans  near  the  Three  Buttes,  and  the 
other  at  some  proper  place  ou  Powder  Eiver.  An  expedition  starting 
from  the  Missouri  near  Port  Pierre  and  following  the  old  traders'  trail 
west  of  the  forks  of  the  Cheyenne,  thence  to  tlie  head  of  the  Little 
Missouri  of  the  Mandans,  thence  to  Powder  Eiver,  would  be  ioined  at 
some  proper  post  by  another  from  Fort  Laramie,  and  if  in  sufficient 
force  it  could  hardly  fail  to  accomplish  its  object. 
I  am,  captain,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WM.  O.  COLLINS, 
Lieut.  Col.  Eleventh  Ohio  Vol.  Vav.,  Gonidg.  Western  Huh-JHstrivt. 

Capt.  John  Pratt, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  District  of  Nehraslia. 
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FEBRUARY  3-8,  1865.— Scouts  in  La  Fayette  County,  Mo. 

R^ort  of  Col.  John  F.  Philips,  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 
commanding  District  of  Central  Missouri. 

Waerensburg,  February  8, 1865—10.20  a.  m. 
Have  bad  heavy  scouts  throusk  La  Fayette  County  for  five  days 
They  killed  bushwhacker  N.  B.  Mitchell  and  wounded  4  or  5  others- 
captured  8  of  their  horses,  equipments,  and  li  Sharps  carbines  and  1 
revolver.  They  scoured  the  country  thoroughly  and  broke  up  two 
important  guerrilla  haunts.  Families  who  harbored  bushmen  were  dis- 
covered.   A  special  report  will  be  made  iu  their  case. 

JNO.  F.  PHILIPS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  District. 
Major-General  Dodge. 


FEBRUARY  3-8,  1865.— Scout  from  Fort  Lamed  to  South  Fork  of  Pawnee 
Creek  and  Buckner's  Branch,  Kans. 

Report  of  Sergt.  David  C.  Nettlcton,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry. 

Fort  Larned,  February  13, 1865. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  instructions  received  to  scout  in  the  direction  of 
the  Cimarron,  I  proceeded  on  the  ad  of  February,  crossed  the  Arkansas 
Kiver  near  the  mouth  of  Coon  Creek,  twelve  miles  south  of  this  post. 
Struck  the  trail  of  a  party  of  about  twelve  Indians  iumiediately  on 
crossing  the  river.  The  Indians  were  traveling  up  the  river,  and  had 
to  all  appearances  passed  about  twenty-four  hours  ahead  of  us.  We 
followed  their  trail  on  the  4th,  and  passed  where  they  had  camped  about 
noon.  On  the  5th  we  crossed  back  to  the  north  side  of  the  river,  and 
ou  the  6th  traveled  west  a  distance  of  about  thirty-ftvo  miles.  Struck 
the  South  Fork  of  Pawnee.  On  the  7th  we  traveled  down  tlie  South 
Fork;  passed  the  mouth  of  the  middle  branch,  called  Buckner's  Branch, 
and  camped  at  the  junction  with  the  North  Fork.  On  the  8th  we 
traveled  down  Pawnee  Fork,  and  reached  Fort  Larned  in  twenty-five 
miles.  The  crossing  of  the  river  is  very  bad.  In  crossing  back  on  the 
8th  we  were  obliged  to  cut  the  ice  across  the  river,  and  several  of  the 
men  had  to  wade  the  river  and  lead  the  animals.  We  followed  the  trail 
of  the  Indians  fifty  miles  southwest  of  this  post,  where  we  crossed  the 
river,  and  struck  the  South  Fork  of  Pawnee  fifty  miles  above  this  post. 
Nosigns  of  Indians  on  Pawnee.  The  party  of  Indians  were  undoubtedly 
the  same  who  fired  uyion  our  men  at  Fort  Zarah;  bad  been  watching 
the  fort  from  the  sand  hills  on  the  o^jposite  side  of  the  river.  They 
made  no  eflbrt  to  conceal  their  trail;  camped  iu  the  sand  bills  and 
turned  their  ponies  loose  to  graze.  Mulberry  Creek  runs  iuto  the 
Arkansas  fifty  or  sixty  miles  above  this  post.  Thirty  miles  south  of 
the  mouth  of  Mulberry  is  Crooked  Creek,  with  plenty  of  timber  and 
water.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the  Indians  turned  up  Mulberry  and 
crossed  over  to  Crooked  Creek,  or  continued  ou  south  to  the  Cimarron. 
I  would  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  all  recent  de^jredations  have 
the  appearance  of  being  committed  by  Kiowas  and  Comauches. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  0.  NETTLETON, 
Sergeant,  Commanding  Independent  Scouts. 

Lieut.  J.  E.  Tappan, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  District  of  Upper  Arkansas. 
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JEBRUARY  6-8,  1865.— Operations  in  Ozark  County,  Mo. 

liejiort  of  Gapt.  Closes-  L.  Alsup,  Forty-sixth  Missouri  Infantry. 

Gajip  Bakek, 
Doufflas  County,  Mo.,  February  13,  1865. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  you,  general,  that  on  the 
morning-  of  the  6th  I  started  a  detaclnneut  consisting  of  twenty-three 
men,  nnder  command  of  Lieutenant  Alsup.  On  tlie  night  of  the  7th  he 
camped  at  the  residence  of  James  Martin,  in  Ozark  County,  Mo.  On 
the  7th  he  fell  in  with  two  of  Tracy's  and  one  of  Elliott's  guerrillas, 
who  were  immediately  placed  hors  de  combat.  We  found  in  their  jios- 
session  one  Savage  revolver,  one  single-barrel  shotgun.  They  all  had 
bountiful  supplies  of  subsistence,  which  we  effectually  destroyed.  Our 
pickets  were  tired  on  the  same  night,  but  with  no  effect.  On  our  return 
on  the  8th  we  were  fired  on  from  the  brush  by  one  man.  Owing  to 
that  region  being  infested  by  straggling  bands  of  guerrillas  I  shall 
start  another  scout  immediately.  Lieutenant  Alsup  reports  finding  the 
remains  of  three  citizens  of  Ozark  County,  cai)tured  in  November  by 
guerrillas  and  supposed  to  have  been  murdered  by  them.  Their  names 
were  James  Martin,  sr.,  John  Allcoru,  and  John  Coil,  all  good  loyal 
men  and  too  old  for  the  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself,  very  lespectfully,  yours, 

MOSKS  L.  ALSUP, 
Capt.,  Gomel;/.  Company  H,  Forty-sixth  Begt.  Missouri  Infty.  Vols. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Sanborn, 

Commandinff  District  of  Southwest  Missouri. 


FEBRUARY  7-10,  1865.— Scouts  from  Morganza  to  Fausse  River  and 
Grossetete  Bayou,  La. 


KEPORTS. 


No.  1. — Brii;.  Gen.  Daniel  Ullmaun,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  2. — Col.  Morgan  H.  Chrysler,  Second  New  York  Veteran  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  Ullmann,  U.  aS'.  Army. 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Morganza,  La.,  February  12, 1865. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  for  the  information  of  the 
major-general  commanding,  a  report  of  a  scout  made  by  my  order  by 
detachments  of  the  Second  Is'ew  York  Veteran  Cavalry.  Learning-  on 
the  8th  instant  that  the  enemy  was  exhibiting  unusual  activity  in'^tho 
direction  of  Fausse  Eiver  and  Grossetete  Bayou,  1  directed  Colonel 
Chrysler,  commanding  Second  New  York  Veteran  Cavalry,  to  send  out 
detachments  to  reconnoiter  on  the  several  roads.  You  will  find  the 
general  result  in  his  report.  I  have  since  been  informed  that  the 
enemy  was  i)unished  more  than  we  at  first  supposed,  quite  a  number 
being  wounded  and  one  certainly  dead.  Captain  Eatliff  has  been 
seriously  injuied  by  a  fall  from  his  horse  in  escaping.  Some  small 
re- enforcements  have  lately  crossed  the  Atchafalaya,  which  have  spread 
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themselves  in  squads  over  tlio  parish;  having,  it  is  said,  been  ordered 
to  nialie  a  general  conscription.  The  inhabitants  are  very  much  alarmed 
and  appeal  to  me  for  protection.  I  have  sent  out  detachments  again 
to-day.  I  learn  to  day  from  parties  on  whom  I  can  rely,  and  who  saw 
them,  that  on  the  night  of  the  8th  twenty  paroled  prisoners  from 
Hood's  army  crossed  the  Mississippi  at  Tunica  Bend  on  their  road  to 
Texas.  Persons  who  have  just  come  down  the  Bed  Eiver  report  that 
the  rebels  have  raised  the  guns  from  the  sunken  gunboats. 

I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  ULLMANN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
Capt.  J.  C.  Stone, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  New  Orleans. 


No.  2. 
Report  of  Col.  Morgan  H.  Chrysler,  Second  New  Yorl;  Veteran  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Veteran  Cavalry  New  York  Vols., 

Morganza,  La.,  February  10, 1865. 
Lieutenant:  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  headquarters 
U.  S.  Forces  to  scout  the  pai'ish,  I  beg  respectfully  to  report  that  on  the 
night  of  the  7th  instant  I  sent  one  battalion  down  the  lower  river  road 
to  the  cut-off  ar.d  throngh  to  New  Roads  and  up  the  False  River  to 
Madam  Paleuge's,  but  did  not  succeed  in  overtaking  the  party,  who 
had  conscripted  thirty  men  from  False  River  Island,  mostly  Arcadians, 
and  taken  them  over  to  Grossetete  Bayou.  My  information  led  me  to 
think  that  the  conscripting  party  came  from  Bayou  Sara,  and  in  con- 
sequence I  sent  a  battalion  to  Bayou  George,  the  party  seut  out  on  the 
night  of  the  7th  having  returned  to  camp  at  daylight  on  the  morning 
of  the  9th.  Subsequently  I  learned  that  the  party  conscripting  came 
from  across  the  Atchafalaya,  when  I  at  once  sent  one  battalion  out 
the  Fordoche  to  Grossetete,  under  command  of  Captain  Sanford.  He 
found  all  their  forces  concentrated  at  the  head  of  Maringouin,  probably 
ordered  there  to  protect  the  conscripting  party  which  was  headed  by 
Captain  Barrow,  who  is  raising  a  company  for  the  Fifth  Louisiana 
Cavalry.  A  sharp  little  fight  occurred  here,  and  the  enemy  were  driven 
to  the  cane.  On  the  evening  of  the  same  day  the  Third  Battalion,  under 
Major  Van  Voast,  was  sent  to  support  Captain  Sanford,  and  the  whole 
country  was  scouted  and  the  enemy  driven  to  the  swamps.  From 
prisoners  1  learn  tliat  there  were  within  two  miles  Captain  RatlifPs 
company,  thirty  of  Jamet's  company,  Captain  Williams',  Lieutenant 
Stilwell's,  and  Captain  Barrow's  party,  in  all  about  ISO  men.  The 
A\  hole  command  returned  to  camp  this  evening,  having  marched  about 
seventy-five  miles.  They  attempted  to  ambush  us  at  every  point  where 
the  cane  concealed  them  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  bayou.  1  have  lost 
in  this  affair  5  men  captured,  1  wounded ;  2  horses  killed  and  3  wounded. 
We  have  captured  2  Confederate  prisoners  of  war,  1  mortally  wounded, 
2  slightly.  As  you  will  see  by  this  report,  we  are  second  best.  The 
reason  of  losing  the  five  men  by  Captain  Sanford  was  in  consequence 
of  the  breaking  of  a  bridge  after  the  five  men  had  crossed  on  a  charge. 
Two  of  their  horses  were  shot  and  the  column  could  not  follow.     On 
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seeing  this,  twenty-five  iiien  of  the  enemy  cut  tliem  off  and  they  could 
not  be  recovered.  Our  wounded  man  was  brought  to  camp.  He  is 
seriously,  though  not  dangerously,  wounded.  The  wounded  rebel  was 
brought  part  of  the  way.  He  was  evidently  dying  and  was  left  on  the 
road. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  H.  CHRYSLER, 

Colonel,  Gommandintj. 
Lieut.  O.  A.  Rice, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


FEBRUARY  8,  1865.— Skirmish  near  Sturgeon,  Mo.* 

Report  of  Lieut.   Luther    T.   Hayma/n,   Ninth   Missonri    State  ^fil^tiu 

Cavalry. 

STtmcBON,  Mo.,  [February]  8,  1865 — 10  p.  m. 
I  came  upon  Jackson  and  party  just  before  dark.  Did  not  succeea 
in  killing  any.  Tliink  2  are  severely  wounded,  but  made  their  escape 
in  the  darkness.  Ca])tured  5  horses,  several  guns,  pistols,  &c.  Have 
2  of  my  men  wounded.  "Will  take  their  trail  at  daylight  in  the  morning. 
They  are  going  iu  the  direction  of  the  Perche. 

L.  T.  HAYMAN, 

JAeutenant,  &c. 
Lieutenant  Clarkk. 


FEBRUARY  8-9,  1865.— Expedition  on  the  Arkansas  River,  near  Little 

Rock,  Ark. 

Report  of  Col.  James  M.  Williams,  Seventy-ninth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops, 
commanding  Second,  Brigade,  First  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps. 

Hdqus.  Second  Brig.,  First  Div.,  7th  Aemy  Corps, 

Little  Rode,  February  0,  1865. 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gustaf- 
son,  who  went  down  the  river  on  steamer  Davenport  last  night,  has 
returned  and  reports  that  he  proceeded  down  the  river  ten  miles,  and, 
landing  on  the  north  bank,  went  in  pursuit  of  the  guerrilla  party 
reported  to  be  in  that  vicinity.  He  was  unable  to  overtake  the  rebel 
force,  which  had  retired  down  the  river  at  »  p.  m.  without  molesting 
our  outposts  and  doing  no  damage,  except  to  rob  a  few  families  and  car- 
rying off  some  negroes,  men,  women,  and  children ;  number  not  known. 
He  also  reports  that  Colonel  Whipple  will  be  iu  soon,  and  that  the  rebel 
force  was  eighty  strong. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  M.  WILLIAMS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Second  Brigade. 
Maj.  G.  W.  Burchard, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  Seventh  Army  Corps. 

*  Erroneous,  see  p.  128. 
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FEBEUAKY  8-13,    1865.— Scout  from  Helena    to  Madison.    Ark.,  with 
skirmish  (12th)  near  Madison. 

REPORTS. 

No.   1.— Brig.  Gen.    Napoleon    B.  Buford,   U.  S.  Array,  commanding    District    of 

Eastern  Arkansas. 
No.  2.— Lient.  Col.  .John  M.  Crebs,  Eighty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.   1. 

Report   of  Brig.  Gen.  Napoleon  B.  Buford,  U.  S.  Army,   commanding 
District  of  Eastern  Arkansas. 

Headquarters  District  op  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Helena,  Ark.,  February  15, 1805. 
SiE:  For  the  information  of  General  Eeynolds  I  have  the  honor  to 
report  that  on  tlie  8th  instant  I  sent  a  scout  of  175  men,  under  tlie  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Crebs,  of  the  Eighty-seventh  Illinois 
Mounted  Infantry,  which  proceeded  in  a  northwesterly  direction,  to 
Moro,  then  crossing  Bayou  De  Yiew  into  the  settlement  called  the 
"Colony,"  where  at  Vaughn's  he  found  Dobbin's  headquarters,  but 
the  troops  dispersed.  He  destroyed  between  2,000  and  3,000  bushels 
of  corn  which  hatl  been  collected  there.  He  also  subsisted  his  men 
upon  the  bacon  found  there,  and  it  being  impossible  to  bring  it  off,  he 
destroyed  Dobbin's  headquarters  transportation.  In  the  "Colony"  he 
made  captures  of  several  soldiers.  He  marched  thence  to  Madison, 
on  the  Saint  Francis  lliver,  where  I  had  sent  two  armed  boats  to  meet 
him  and  convey  his  troops  back  to  this  place,  meeting  on  the  march 
squads  of  the  enemy  with  whom  he  skirmished,  killing  2  and  wounding 
several  others,  with  the  loss  of  1  man,  whose  horse  being  killed  was 
taken  prisoner.  The  command  all  returned  to  this  place  on  the  night 
of  the  13th  instant,  having  with  them  20  prisoners  of  war  and  18 
horses  and  mules  captured,  having  marched  about  300  miles,  swim- 
ming Caney  Creek,  Bayou  De  View,  Second  Creek,  and  L'Anguille 
liiver.  I  make  the  following  extract  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Crebs' 
report: 

'  *  *  From  information  received  from  citizens  and  soldiers  captured,  I  foel 
authorized  to  say  that  the  chief  object  of  Lyles  and  Dobbin,  -who  are  personally  at 
tliis  time  between  Madison  and  Memphis,  is  to  collect  the  rebel  tax  on  cotton  pass- 
ing to  Memphis,  on  obtaining  which  it  is  forwarded  to  the  city  at  once  as  cotton 
belonging  to  citizens,  and  from  the  proceeds  of  such  sales  supplies  for  the  enemy — 
such  as  arms,  ammunition,  and  clothing — are  clandestinely  brought  through  the 
lines  for  the  use  of  the  command,  it  being  the  intention  in  this  way  to  procure  an 
outfit  for  the  command  for  the  spring  campaign.  As  one  evidence  of  this  will  state 
that  a  Colt  army  revolver,  captured  in  the  skirmish  on  Sunday  near  Madison,  was 
bolbre  that  day  unused,  and  the  man  upon  whom  it  was  captured  admits  he  obtained 
it  but  a  few  days  before  from  Memphis.     *     *     » 

From  which  it  will  be  seen  that  Memphis  supplies  the  rebels  of  the 
District  of  Eastern  Arkansas,  and  thus  induces  the  large  number  of 
their  disorganized  troops  to  infest  the  country  between  White  and  the 
Mississippi  Eivers. 

K.  B.  BUFORD, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  John  Levering, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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No.  2. 
Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  M.  Crebs,  Eighty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry. 

Hdqes.  Eighty-seventh  Kegt.  Illinois  Vet.  Vol.  Infty., 

Helena,  Arlc,  February  14, 1865. 

General  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  to  me,  dated  February  7,  I 
started  at  8  a.  m.  on  tlie  8tli  instant,  with  175  men,  on  a  scout  to  tbe 
interior.  My  route  led  me  tlirougb  La  Grange,  Moro,  Cotton  Plant, 
and  above  that  through  the  lower  part  of  what  is  called  the  "Col- 
ony," terminating  in  that  direction  at  Alexander  Miller's,  nearly 
east,  and  distant  about  ten  miles  from  Augusta.  Prom  this  point  1 
re-crossed  Bayou  De  View,  taking  a  general  course  east  or  southeast 
to  Madison,  on  the  Saint  Prancis  liiver,  where  I  found  transports 
awaiting,  we  embarking  upon  which  I  returned  to  camp,  reaching 
here  at  2  o'clock  last  night.  Distance  traveled,  including  scouts  from 
the  line  of  march,  about  300  miles.  We  found  the  roads  next  to 
impassable  from  mud  and  water.  The  streams  on  the  line  of  march 
were  numerous  and  fi-om  recent  rains  greatly  swollen,  rendering  the 
crossings  difficult  and  dangerous;  four  of  whicli,  namely,  Caney  Creek, 
Bayou  De  View,  Second  Creek,  and  L'Anguille  lliver,  1  had  to  swim, 
and  one,  the  "bayou,"  twice.  In  addition  to  places  above  named, 
oftt'U  for  miles  together  we  found  water  in  the  swamps  from  knee-deep 
to  the  skirts  of  the  saddles,  and,  the  weather  being  cold,  the  men,  from 
being  continually  wet,  suffered  greatly.  We  found  the  country  gen- 
erally infested  with  roving  soldiers  from  the  commands  of  Dobbin, 
Lyles,  McGhee,  Eaibon,  and  perhaps  others.  Jackman,  with  a  small 
body  of  Missourians,  had  also  been  through  there  a  short  time  since, 
but  their  present  whereabouts  I  could  not  learn.  I  feel  warranted  in 
saying  that  there  are  as  many  as  1,500  or  2,000  men  on  the  east  and 
west  side  of  the  Saint  Francis  Ki\'er,  south  or  southeast  of  a  line  run- 
ning from  Memphis  to  Augusta,  on  the  White  River,  but  entirely  dis- 
organized, scattered  through  the  country,  and  living  off  the  citizens. 
They  have  couriers  and  signals,  by  means  of  which  the  approach  of  an 
enemy  is  rapidly  telegraphed,  and  if  the  force  is  small  they  will  collect 
and  resist ;  if  large,  they  hide  at  once  in  swamps  and  thickets  impenetra- 
ble except  to  those  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  country.  At  a  place 
ten  miles  from  Cotton  Plant  and  eight  miles  from  Alexander  Miller's 
at  Vaughn's,  we  found  the  headquarters  of  Dobbin;  captured  a  num- 
ber of  papers,  none  however  of  value;  found  his  headquarters  trans- 
portation, which  I  destroyed,  and  between  2,000  and  3,000  bushels  of 
corn,  which  I  burned,  and  also  a  small  amount  of  meat,  which  I  appro- 
priated for  the  use  of  the  command,  being  at  the  time  without  rations 
except  bread.  Approaching  Madison,  we  had  a  severe  skirmish  with 
the  enemy,  in  which  we  killed  2  and  captured  1,  dispersing  the  balance 
in  all  directions.  Had  the  misfortune  to  lose  one  man  captured  in  the 
melee.  His  horse  being  shot,  he  was  hurried  off  in  the  thicket  and  could 
not  be  found.  Prom  information  received  from  citizens  and  soldiers 
captured  I  feel  authorized  to  say  that  the  chief  object  of  Lyles  anil 
Dobbin,  who  are  personally  at  this  time  betweeu  Madison  and  Mem- 
phis, is  to  collect  the  rebel  tax  on  cotton  passing  to  Memphis  on 
obtaining  which  it  is  forwarded  to  the  city  at  once  as  cotton  belonging 
to  citizens,  and  from  the  proceeds  of  such  sales  supplies  for  the  armv— 
such  as  arms,  ammunition,  and  clothing— are  clandestinely  brought 
through  the  lines  for  the  use  of  the  command,  it  being  the  intention 
in  this  way  to  procure  an  outfit  for  the  command  for  the  sprin"'  cam 
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paign.  As  one  evidence  of  this  will  state  that  a  Colt  army  revolver, 
captured  in  the  skirmisli  on  Sunday  near  Madison,  was  l)efore  that  day 
unused,  and  the  man  upon  whom  it  Avaa  captured  admits  he  obtained 
it  but  a  few  days  befoie  from  Memphis.  I  resi)ectfully  request  that 
rrivate  Uutsou  A.  Keith,  of  Company  I,  who  captured  it  in  a  hand-to- 
hand  light,  and  for  lii.s  general  good  conduct,  having  in  the  last  six 
months  in  tbe  sameM-ay  captured  two  other  prisoners  and  lulled  in  hon- 
orable fight  a  lieutenant  in  the  i-ebel  service,  as  a  mark  of  commeuda- 
tion,  may  be  permitted  to  retain  the  same  as  private  property.  As  the 
result  of  our  expedition,  in  addition  to  destroying  the  property  above 
enumerated,  we  cai)turcd  1  surgeon  of  the  Tenth  Arkansas  IJegiment 
Mounted  Infantry,  1  deserter  from  our  army,  and  18  enlisted  men;  also 
18  mules  and  horses,  which  have  been  turned  over  to  the  post  quarter- 
master. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JOHN  M.  CREBS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding  Scout. 

[Brig.  Gen.  N.  B.  Bufoed, 

Commanding  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas.] 


FEBRUARY  9-19, 1865.— Scout  from  Pine  Bluff  to  Devall's  Bluff,  Ark.,  with 

skirmish. 

Report  of  Gapt.  John  II.  Korris,  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry. 

Hdqes.  Company*  M,  Thirteenth  Ilt.inois  Cavalry, 

Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  February  30, 1S65. 

Lieutenant  :  In  obedience  to  orders  I  proceeded,  on  the  0th  instant, 
witli  seventy-five  men  of  our  regiment  (Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry),  to 
Devall's  Bluft'  with  the  unserviceable  horses  at  this  post.  Arrived 
there  Sundav,  12th  instant,  at  4  p.  m.  By  the  permission  and  advice  of 
Captain  Howe,  acting  assistant  adjntant- general  at  Devall's  Bluff,  I 
remained  there  Monday  and  Tuesday  to  rest  my  horses  and  get  some 
of  them  shod  tliat  greatly  needed  it.  Started  back  Wednesday  morn- 
ing and,  being  ordered  to  bring  in  beef-cattle,  and  knowing  I  could  get 
none  on  the  road  I  went  out  on,  I  concluded  to  cross  Bayou  Meto  lower 
down,  in  order  to  find  cattle,  which  caused  my  return  to  be  delayed  two 
days  longer.  I  arrived  yesterday  evening  with  sixty  head  of  beef-cattle, 
which  I  turned  into  the  Government  corral  on  the  other  side  of  the  river. 
My  advance  guard  ran  into  a  squad  of  Captain  Ralston's  guerrillas  as 
I  went  along,  and  killed  their  lieutenant,  Samuel  Robertson,  and  wounded 
several  more.  Upon  my  return  1  encountered  Lightfoot's,  Husba,nd  s,  and 
Tibbitts's  men  under  Vaugiue,  and  had  several  skirmishes  with  them, 
killing  two  and  wounding  some  (number  not  known).  I  procured  a  guide 
at  Devall's  Bluff,  named  George  J.  Connell,  who  was  recommended  to 
be  a  strong  Union  man  and  who  knew  the  country  perfectly  well.  He 
rendered  me  very  valuable  services  indeed.  I  was  informed  by  citizens 
that  the  steam-boat  Superior  landed  at  Doctor  Price's,  a  few  miles  above 
the  mouth  of  Bayou  Meto,  on  Wednesday  a.  m.,  and  commenced  trad- 
ing groceries  and  merchandise  generally  for  cotton.  I  saw  large 
amoiTnts  of  salt,  shoes,  &c.,  and  ].owder,  lead,  shot,  and  c^ps/jnch 
seemed  to  have  just  been  purchased  and  which  the  citizens  said  they 
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purchased  off  tlie  steam-boat  Superior.  I  first  encountei-edVaugine 
about  seveu  miles  this  side  of  Bayou  Meto.  He  was  ffoiug  on  down 
with  three  of  our  men  (prisoners)  whom  he  had  cai^tured  from  our 
pickets.  I  chased  them  about  six  miles  and  until  I  saw  they  would  not 
light  me.  They  hung  around  us,  shooting  occasionally  at  my  advance, 
then  the  rear,  then  the  tianks,  for  at  least  twenty-five  miles;  and,  being 
mounted  on  good  horses,  they  could  always  escape  when  pursued. 
Encumbered  as  1  was  with  cattle,  I  could  not  capture  any  of  them.  I 
found  several  guns  of  different  patterns,  all  except  two  of  which  I 
destroyed,  because  of  the  great  inconvenience  of  carrying  them  into 
camp;  also  all  the  ammunition  I  found  1  destroyed.  1  captured  some 
horses  and  mules,  which  I  turn  over  to  the  quartermaster. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  NORRIS, 
Captain,  Commanding  Detachment. 

Lieut.  S.  Monte  CAMnERN, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


FEBRXJARY  10, 1865.— Skirmish  at  Kittredge's  Sugar  House,  near  Napoleon- 

ville.  La. 

Report  of  Maj.  Oeorge  R.  Davis,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 

Headquaeters, 
Post  Xapolconville,  La.,  February  11,  1865. 
CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  picket  was  fired  into 
by  a  party  of  twelve  men  at  2  a.  m.  February  10,  1865.  They  immedi- 
ately gave  notice  of  the  same.  They  fell  back  slowly  to  near  the  road 
leading  from  Canal  to  near  Kittredge's  Sugar  House,  where  twelve  or 
fourteen  men  fired  into  them  from  behind  a  fence,  capturing  the  outer 
vedette  and  shot  his  horse.  I  immediately  re-enforced  the  picket  and 
started  a  lieutenant  and  ten  men  after  them  to  attack  them  if  he  came 
up  with  their  force  and  to  track  them  if  possible.  I  then  mounted 
about  fifty  men  and  started  at  4  a.  m.  out  on  the  road  leading  to  BruM 
Saint  Vincent  to  head  them  off.  I  found  they  had  not  passed  that  way, 
neither  had  the  picket  that  was  posted  near  the  road  in  rear  of  Kitt- 
redge's Sugar  House  heard  of  them.  1  then  took  the  road  leading  in 
rear  of  the  plantations,  passed  down  in  rear  of  Beasley's  pike  to  Puo'h's- 
found  they  had  been  there  and  had  gone  down  the  Canal  road.  I  passed 
down  to  the  Canal  road,  and  my  advance  was  fired  into  iust  below  the 
saw-mill.  I  hurried  on,  and  dispatched  some  dismounted  men  into  the 
swamps  after  those  who  had  fired  on  the  advance.  I  then  moved  <lown 
to  the  lake,  where  I  found  a  man  attempting  to  cross.  I  opened  fire  on 
him,  and  after  firing  about  twenty  shots  at  him  he  turned  about  and 
came  m.  At  this  time  another  boat  with  three  men  and  a  woman  left 
the  point  on  the  left-hand  side.  They  were  too  far  off  to  be  brought  to 
I  went  down  on  the  shore  of  the  lake  to  the  left  and  sent  another  force 
upon  the  right  of  the  road  (dismounted).  I  found  nothing  It  was 
through  a  swamp  all  the  way.  After  knocking  all  the  boats  to  pieces  I 
withdrew  my  forces  from  the  lake,  leaving  a  few  dismounted  men  to 
watch.  I  then  made  a  thorough  search  through  all  the  swamps  and  hid- 
ing places  m  the  vicinity;  went  down  to  the  lake  on  the  right-hand  side 
of  the  road  (indicated  on  the  map  by  a  dotted  line).     I  then  came  back  • 
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sent  down  to  the  lake  aud  found  no  further  appearance  of  the  enemy; 
returned  as  far  as  the  Texas  road  (leading  to  the  left) ;  dismounted  my 
men;  took  one-half  and  went  to  Little  Texas  about  d.ark,  and  returned 
to  the  horses  on  the  <]anal  road  and  then  returned  to  camp,  arriving 
about  9  p.  m.  I  found  no  indications  of  the  party  that  I  was  pursuing 
after  they  left  Pugh's.  I  do  not  believe  they  liad  crossed  the  lake.  I 
scouted  through  all  the  swamps,  mounted  aud  <lismounted,  and  have 
done  my  utmost  to  find  them  without  effect.  I  re-enforced  the  picket 
in  rear  of  Kittredge's  Sugar  House  as  soon  as  I  returned,  to  prevent 
them  getting  away.  Tliey  are  lying  in  the  swamps  somewhere 
around  this  place.  I  have  heard  nothing  of  the  two  companies  sent  by 
you  from  Thibodeaux,  and  if  they  come  mounted  to  Little  Texas  and 
then  through  the  Canal  road  they  will  be  obliged  to  move  very  slow. 
It  is  almost  impossible  to  pass  mounted  ou  this  road.  It  is  deep  mud 
all  the  way,  besides  four  bayous  or  ponds,  which  on  an.  average  are 
three  feet  deep.  I  have  sent  down  the  Canal  road  this  morning  to  see 
if  anything  further  of  the  enemy  is  known.  Those  people  that  live 
below  the  church  toward  the  lake  are  in  my  opinion  a  set  of  scoun- 
drels. I  believe  they  knew  where  they  were.  I  could  get  no  informa- 
tion whatever  from  them.  1  send  you  this  morning  the  prisoner  I 
captured ;  with  him  1  Colt's  revolver,  1  double-barrel  shotgun  loaded 
with  buck  and  ball,  a  small  quantity  of  cartridges,  1  hand  howitzer 
about  eighteen  inches  long. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

servant, 

GEO-.  R.  DAVIS, 
Major,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry,  Commanding  Pout. 

Capt.  B.  B.  Campbell, 

La  Fourche  District. 


FEBRUARY  10,  1865.— Scout  from  Friar's  Point,  Miss.,  and  skirmish. 

Report  of  Capt.  Jamea  E.  Willis,  Eighty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  com- 
manding scout. 

Hdqrs.  Company  C,  87th  Illinois  Mottnted  Inpantey, 

Helena,  Arlc,  February  11, 18C5. 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  scout 
of  yesterday,  10th  instant,  of  which  I  was  in  command: 

Left  Friar's  Point  at  daylight.  Captured  rebel  at  Mr.  George's,  five 
miles  from  point;  learned  that  two  rebels  had  spent  the  night  at 
Comack's ;  took  eight  men  and  went  to  capture  them,  while  the  command 
remained  on  the  road.  I  sent  two  men  in  rear  of  tlie  house  while  i 
approached  in  front.  Just  as  I  opened  the  gate,  only  a  few  yards  trom 
the  house,  they  ran  out  and  opened  a  sharp  fire  upon  us.  1  dasliea 
through  the  gate  and  gained  the  rear  of  the  house,  then  called  lor  uiy 
men  to  rush  with  me  into  the  house,  when  I  found  there  were  but  two 
able  men  with  me;  one  of  them  dismounted,  the  other's  horse  badly 
wounded.  Thinking  I  was  outnumbered,  I  dismounted,  and  ordered 
my  dismounted  man  to  ride  my  horse  and  bring  the  command  instantly. 
I  ordered  a  negro,  who  displayed  great  bravery,  to  fire  the  house. 
Just  then  Oomack  ran  out  and  said  they  had  escaped.  I  then  saw  them 
crossing  the  field  at  full  speed.    As  soon  as  I  could  get  the  men  1  pur- 
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sued  until  all  liope  of  capture  was  lost.  On  my  return  to  Comack's  I 
then  for  the  first  time  discovered  my  loss,  and  tliat  Stanley  was  ouewho 
bad  escaped.  My  loss  was  1  private  killed,  2  privates  severely  wounded, 
and  1  sergeant  ilesh  wound  in  arm,  4  horses  shot — two  so  badly  they 
could  not  travel.  Learning  the  character  of  Stanley,  that  he  had  just 
rode  up  and  ordered  breakfast,  I  left  the  house  standing,  having  my  men 
to  care  for,  prisoners  and  citizens  to  guard,  and  knowing  that  Stanley 
had  escaped  and  would  convey  news  to  any  who  might  be  at  Shufords- 
ville;  and  having  learned  Stanley's  stopping  place,  I  deemed  it  ijroiier 
to  return  with  what  information  I  had,  with  the  hope  that  I  would  be 
sent  back  immediately  to  comidete  the  M'oik  for  which  I  was  sent. 
Doctor  Robinson  was  ])reseut  and  assisted  in  caring  for  the  wounded. 
Doctor  It.  and  Oomack  were  brought  in.  We  captured  3  prisoners — 
Eoland,  (Jomack,  and  Lawler.  Comack  Is  private  Forty-fourth  Mis- 
sissippi Infantry;  Lawler  is  private  Twenty-third  Mississippi  Infantry; 
Koland  claims  to  belong  to  Sixth  Texas  Cavalry,  but  Mas  on  duty  with 
Stanley.  Brought  in  4-  mules  and  wagon  from  Dickerson,  2  rebel  horses, 
and  Doctor  It.'s  horses;  also  feather  bed  and  clothing  for  the  use  of  the 
wounded.  The  property  will  be  turned  over  to  the  proper  officers.  The 
wounded  are  doing  well. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  WILLIS, 
Captain  Company  C,  Eighty-seventh  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry. 

The  ball  cut  out  of  one  of  the  wounded  men  fits  the  rifle  we  found 
empty  in  Comack's  house.  Comack  claims  the  rifle,  and  said  it  had 
not  been  shot. 

Respectfully, 

J.  E.  WILLIS, 

Captain. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Hill. 


FEBRUARY  10-11,  1865.— Expedition  from  Brashear  City  to  Lake  Ver 

ret,  La. 

Report  of  Capt.  John  Lynes,  Kinety-third  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry. 

Camp  Ninety-third  U.  S.  Coloked  Infantry, 

Brashear  City,  La.,  February  12,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Friday,  February  10,  1865, 
in  accordance  with  orders  from  Col,  C.  L.  Harris,  commanding  post  I 
Avent  on  board  the  gun-boat  43  wdth  fifty  meu  of  the  Ninety-third  Col- 
ored Inlantry  and  forty-one  men  of  the  Eleventh  Wisconsin  Veteran 
Volunteer  Infantry.  Leaving  the  wharf  about  3  p.  m.,  we  proceeded 
uj)  Bayou  Long  and  Bayou  Magaselle  to  Lake  Verret  for  the  purpose 
of  cutting  off  and  capturing  a  party  of  rebels  that  were  driven  out 
trom  the  direction  of  Texas  Brul6,  and  whom  it  was  supposed  would 
endeavor  to  make  their  escape  by  way  of  Lake  Verret.  On  reachiu"- 
the  lake,  which  we  did  about  S  o'clock  in  the  evening,  we  came  to 
anchor  just  out  of  sight  of  the  point  where  it  was  supposed  the  rebels 
would  embark.  Myself  and  the  commandant  of  the  gun-boat  then  ran 
up  the  lake  far  enough  to  ascertain  that  no  boats  were  moving  upon  it 
and  also  that  there  was  no  road  along  the  shore  by  which  they  might 
approach  to  discover  us.    We  lay  at  anchor  until  nearly  daylight  then 
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ran  uj)  tbe  lake  and  landed  at  the  mouth  of  a  canal,  along  which  the 
road  runs  from  Lake  V^erret  to  Napoleonville.  Ueie  the  water  was 
shallow  near  the  bank,  and  we  were  forced  to  laud  the  troops  in  small 
boats.  I  landed  with  about  ten  men  and  a  lieutenant  as  quickly  as 
possible,  and  leaving  orders  for  the  rest  to  land  and  follow  immediately, 
marched  rapidly  toward  a  saw-mill  located  about  one  mile  from  the  lake, 
with  the  intention  of  arresting  all  the  men  in  the  vicinity,  to  prevent 
them  from  giving  notice  of  our  approach ;  but  on  reaching  the  mill  I 
was  told  that  our  cavalry  had  been  there  the  day  before,  and  also  to  the 
lake.  1  had  discovered  upon  landing  and  examining  the  road  that  a 
small  squad  of  cavalry  had  been  to  tlie  lake  and  returned,  but  think- 
ing it  might  have  been  the  rebels,  and  the  men  at  the  mill  deceivingus, 
I  sent  orders  to  Captain  O'Neil  to  halt  his  men,  hoping  by  concealing 
our  force  to  draw  them  out.  1  then  proceeded  about  three-quarters  of 
a  mile  farther  to  where  the  road  branches  off  toward  Texas.  Here  I 
became  fully  satisfied  that  our  cavalry  had  been  there  the  day  before 
and  had  returned.  Thinking  there  had  been  some  misunderstanding 
with  regard  to  time,  and  that  there  was  no  possibility  of  effecting  the 
object  of  the  expedition,  I  returned  to  the  lake  and  re  embarked  at 
8.40  a.  m.  While  the  troops  were  on  shore  the  commandantof  the  gun- 
boat searched  for  b(  ats,  but  coiild  discover  none.  We  left  the  lake 
about  9.15  a.  m.,  and  proceeded  to  Brashear.  At  the  saw-mill  before 
mentioned  quite  a  number  of  men  were  actively  engaged  in  sawinglum- 
ber,  and  as  none  had  accumulated  about  the  mill,  and  none  seemed  to 
have  been  used  in  the  vicinity,  it  appeared  very  probable  that  it  was 
sawed  for  the  use  of  rebels  in  building  boats  or  for  other  purposes. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  LYNES, 
Capt.,  Comdfj.  Company  H,  Ninety-third   U.  ki.  Colored  Infantry. 

Capt.  E.  E.  Jackson, 

i'ost  Adjutant. 


FEBRUARY  10-13,  1865.— Expedition  from  Thibodeaux  to  Lake  Verret,  La. 

Report  of  Capt.  John  H.   Alexander,  First  Louisiana   Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Company  K,  Fikst  Louisiana  Cavalry, 

Thibodeaux,  La.,  February  13,  18G5. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  respectfully  submit  the  following  as  a 
report  of  the  marches  of  Company  K,  First  Louisiana  Cavalry,  and 
Sixteenth  Indiana  Mounted  Infantry,  on   reconnaissance   to    Lake 

Verret:  .,,      .  .,  j_    n 

At  3  p.  m.  on  the  10th  I  marched  from  here  with  eighty-four  men, 
on  Labadieville  road  through  Brule  Landry,  or  Little  Texas  to  withm 
five  miles  of  Lake  Verret.  The  roads  were  so  bad  1  stopped  at  bonds- 
nim's  plantation.  Lieutenant  Pomponeau,  with  six  men,  dismounted, 
went  to  the  lake  at  a  point  between  Coup6e  Lannes  and  bhell  bank, 
but  was  unable  to  discover  anything.  He  was  told  that  at  7  p.  m.  on 
the  lOtb  instant  a  party  of  several  boats  moved  down  Lake  Verret  and 
into  Lake  John  (supposed  to  be  rebels).  At  daylight  I  started  for  the 
lake,  crossed  several  swamps  (in  one  of  which  one  horse  of  Sixteentn 
Indiana  was  killed  on  a  snag),  and  finally  dismounted  and  went  to  the 
lake,  no  signs  of  any  rebels  having  been  there.  Opposite  the  Shell 
Bank  there  was  a  gun-boat  lying  and  seven  small  boats  running  trom 
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either  shore  to  the  gunboat.  The  boat  carried  no  colors,  and  would 
not  answer  our  salutes  nor  pay  our  colors  any  attention  at  all,  but 
moved  to  this  side  of  the  lake  between  Bayou  IJlue  and  Bayou  Planton, 
and  commenced  disembarking,  for  what  purpose  1  could  not  tell.  I 
watched  the  boat  at  different  points  all  day,  and  was  unable  to  tell 
whether  it  was  in  the  possession  of  rebels  or  not.  I  left  the  Shell  Bank 
at  10  a.  m.,  and  retraced  my  steps  to  Brule  Texas,  taking  the  road 
to  Bayou  Blue.  We  had  to  wade  over  two  miles  in  water  from  six 
inches  to  three  feet  deep,  reaching  the  lake  at  5  j).  m.,  but  found  noth- 
ing but  one  small  skiff  (which  we  destroyed),  and  the  steam-boat. 
After  leaving  the  lake  I  had  the  trestle-work  destroyed  on  Bayou 
Blue.  The  road  leading  from  Texas  to  the  canal  being  impassable, 
I  marched  back  to  Kittredge's  plantation  and  halted  to  rest  and  teed 
until  daylight  the  12th  instant,  when  1  again  started  for  Napoleon ville, 
where  I  arrived  at  10  a.  m.  and  reported  for  orders,  which  I  received 
at  7  p.  m.  I  started  at  8  p.  m.  from  Nai)oleouville,  and  arrived  here 
at  2  a.  m.  this  the  13th  instant.  During  the  entire  march  I  did  not 
see  or  hear  of  a  rebel,  and  I  think  they  left  before  we  started  from 
here.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  move  a  command  through  the  woods 
at  present,  mounted. 

I  have  the  honor,  captain,  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  H.  ALEXANDEE, 
Captain   Company  K,  First  Louisiana  Cavalry. 

Capt.  B.  B.  Campbell, 

.  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  La  Fourche  District. 


FEBRUARY  12,  1865.— Skirmish  near  Columbia,  Mo. 

Report  of  Capt.  Henry  ^.  Cook,  Ninth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

ROCHEPOBT,  February  12,  1865. 
Lieutenant:  About  1.30  o'clock  this  morning,  with  eighteen  men,  I 
attacked  Jim  Carter's  camp.  We  killed  three  men  and  crippled  all  the 
rest.  I  think  they  had  ten  Arkansas  men  in  camp.  We  got  all  their 
horses,  clothing,  and  a  number  of  pistols.  The  camp  was  within  six  or 
seven  miles  of  Columbia,  due  north.  In  accomplishing  this  I  regret  to 
say  that  Sergt.  Thomas  J.  Hern,  of  jny  company,  was  killed  the  first 
shot  that  was  fired.  Private  Tuder  was  severely  wounded.  We  walked 
a  mile  with  our  boots  off  and  completely  surprised  them. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  N.  COOK, 
Captain  Company  F,  Ninth  Cavalry  Missouri  State  Militia. 

Lieutenant  Clarke, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

The  names  of  the  killed  arc  Jim  Carter,  William  Cavauaugh,  Tomp- 
kins Eobinson. 

ADDENDA. 

Headquarteks  District  op  North  Missouri, 

Macon,  Mo.,  February  14,  1865. 
Capt.  H.  N.  Cook, 

Company  F,  Ninth  Cav.  Mo.  State  Militia,  Bocheport,  Mo. : 

Captain  :  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the 

receipt  of  your  report  of  the  12th  instant  of  the  fight  with  Carter's 

band,  &c.    He  extends  to  yourself  and  the  brave  boys  of  Company  F 
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bis  hearty  congratulations  on  your  complete  success,  and  desires  to 
commend  the  sagacity  and  earnestness  which  characterized  this  whole 
affair.  It  has  added  another  to  the  already  Avell-won  laurels  of  the 
ISinth  Cavalry.  In  the  loss  of  Sergeant  Hern  the  whole  command  will 
sympathize  with  your  company  and  with  his  afflicted  father,  who  thus 
has  lost  the  best  bloou  of  his  household.  Allow  mc,  in  conclusion,  to 
thank  you  for  the  vigor  you  have  so  unceasingly  shown  during  the 
whole  period  of  your  stay  at  llocheport,  and  that  your  management  of 
matters  meets  with  approval  at  these  headquarters. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W.  T.  CLARKE, 
Lieutenant,  Aide-de-Camp  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


FEBRUARY  12,  1865. — Skirmish  near  Lewisburg,  Ark, 

Report  of  Col.  Abraham  U.  Ryan,  Third  Arkansas  Cavalry  (  Union). 

Lewisbxjrg,  February  13, 1865. 
Colonel  Witt,  with  from  60  to  100  men,  from  direction  of  Quitman, 
last  night  attacked  Capt.  Jeif.  Williams,  the  noted  scout,  at  his  resi- 
dence twenty  miles  north  of  this  place,  killing  him.  Witt  went  in 
direction  of  Dover.  Yesterday  rebels  were  reported  in  force  at  Dan- 
ville. If  so,  Witt's  move  njay  be  in  conjunction,  to  enable  one  of  the 
parties  to  cross  the  river.  1  have  sent  Cai)tain  Carr  with  seventy  men 
to  trail  Witt  down  and  prevent  any  crossing  from  south  side  of  river. 

A.  n.  EYAN, 

Colonel. 
Maj.  John  Levering, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Little  Rock. 


FEBRUARY  12-20,  1865.— Operations  about  Forts  Riley  and  Larned,  Kans. 
Report  of  Henry  I).  Janes. 

Fort  Larned,  Kans.,  February  20,  1865. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  instructions,  dated  headquarters  District  Upper 
Arkansas,  February  12, 1865,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  followmg 
reportof  scouts,  »&c., for  the  past  ten  days: 

In  accordance  with  the  above  instructions,  I  left  Fort  Eiley  the  IJth 
instant  en  route  for  this  post,  where  I  arrived  the  18th  (nothing  of  un- 
nortance  transpired  while  on  the  route),  and  found  everything  in  a  very 
satisfactory  condition,  the  country  north  and  west  and  southwest  being 
as  thoroughly  scouted  as  practicable  with  the  force  employed,  the  Inde- 
pendent Scouts  only  being  on  that  duty.  There  has  been  only  occa^ 
sionally  an  Indian  or  a  small  band  seen  in  this  vicmity,  and  these  1 
should  iudge  to  be  only  scouts  or  spies  watching  the  roads.  One  was 
seen  but  a  short  distance  south  a  few  days  since  by  one  of  the  men 
Upon  this  being  reported  to  the  commanding  of&cer  he  sent  out  a  party 
of  twenty  men,  who  struck  a  trail  of  what  theyjudged  to  be  a  band  of 
twenty-five,  moving  west  and  north.     Sergeant  Nettleton,  with  the 
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IndepcDdent  Sconts,  litis  been  sent  west  and  north  to  tlie  Republican, 
thence  to  Fort  Ellsworth,  to  letiiru  by  l-'ort  Zarah.  He  will  doubtless 
return  to  tliis  post  within  the  next  ten  days,  w^hen  I  will  lorward  a  full 

report  of  his  scout.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Lieut.  J.  E.  Tappan, 

Actiiuj  Assistant  Adjutant -(leiieral,  Fort  lUley,  Kans. 


FEBRUARY  13,  1865.— Skirmish  in  Mississippi  County,  Mo. 

Report   of  Capt.   James    W.   Edicards,   Second   Missouri   State  Militia 

Cavalry. 

New  Madkid,  Mo.,  February  IG,  1865. 
I  left  here  Jlonday  morning,  with  tun  men,  iu  pursuit  of  a  band  of 
bushwackers  1  heard  of  the  night  before  going  into  Mississippi  County. 
I  rail  onto  eight  of  them  Mondaynight.  Killed  2  and  captured  C,  with 
their  anus,  &c.  They  were  from  Clarke's  command  up  here  on  a  steal- 
ing expedition  alone.    Could  hear  of  no  others  in  the  country. 

JAS.  W.  EDWAKDS, 
Captain  Company  B,  Second  2Hssouri  State  Militia,  Comdg.Post. 

Brigadier-General  Ewing. 


FEBRUARY  14-18, 1865. — Expeditions  from  Donaldsonville  to  Grand  Bayou 
and  Bayou  Goula,  La.,  with  skirmish  (15th)  at  Martin's  Lane. 

No.  1. — Col.  Willard  Sayles,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 

No.  2. — Capt.  James  K.  S.  Cox,  Sixteenth  Indiana  Mounted  Infantry. 

No.  1 . 
Report  of  Col.  Willard  Sayles,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 

Headquaktees  Third  Ehode  Island  Caa'Alry, 

Post  Napoleonville,  La.,  February  22,  1865. 
Captain:  On  the  night  of  the  15th  instant,  learning  that  a  party  of 
rebels  had  crossed  Grand  Bayou  on  the  road  leading  to  Doctor  Martin'.s 
plantation,  I  immediately  took  about  eighty  men,  composed  of  cavalry 
and  thirty  infantry  and  started  for  them.  T  had  previously  telegraijhed 
Colonel  Fiske  of  the  fact,  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  them  in  one 
or  the  otLer  of  the  two  directions.  Marching  as  rapidly  as  possible, 
reached  Doctor  Martin's  plantation  about  12  o'clock.  Sending  the  adju- 
tant iu  advance  with  a  small  detachment,  to  learn  if  possible  the 
whereabouts  of  the  enemy,  1  halted  the  column  and  awaited  his  return. 
He  met  a  part  of  Captain  Cox's  detachment,  who  informed  him  that  he 
had  met  them  and  driven  them  back  across  the  bayou,  capturing  1  man 

*S('0  February  16-21,  1865. — Scout  from  Fort   Larued,  Kans.     Report  of  Seri't. 
David  C.  Nettleton,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry,  p.  117.  " 
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and  7  horses.  I  made  inquiries  at  the  different  plantations,  and  could 
learn  no  more  of  the  enemy.  I  then  returned  to  camp.  Having  ver- 
bally informed  the  general  commanding  the  day  succeeding  this  expe- 
dition at  Thibodeaux  of  what  had  been  done,  and  supposing  that  the 
detachment  from  Donaldsonville,  who  alone  had  succeeded  in  meeting 
theii),  had  made  a  full  report  of  the  raid  and  its  confeequences,  I  did 
not  deem  a  written  statement  necessary. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLAKD  SAYLES, 
Colonel  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry,  Comdg.  Regiment  and  Post. 

Capt.  B.  B.  Campbkll, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  La  Fourche  District. 


No.  2. 

Reports  of  Capt.  James  R.  S.  Cox,  Sixteenth  Indiana  Mounted  Infantry. 

HDQRi?.  Detachment  16th  Indiana  Mounted  Infantry, 

Donaldsonville,  La.,  February  15, 1865. 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with  instructions  of 
Colonel  Fiske,  I  took  F  and  K  Companies,  flfty-flve  men,  of  my  detacli- 
ment,  down  the  Bayou  La  Fourche  road.  Met  a  party  of  rebels  in 
Doctor  Martin's  lane.  Pursued  them  till  they  scattered  in  the  swamp, 
with  the  following  results:  Our  loss,  1  horse  (leg  broken  by  shot). 
Rebel  loss,  7  horses,  2  shotguns,,  and  1  prisoner.  Captain  Macklin, 
Company  K,  rendered  valuable  aid. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  S.  COX, 
Captain,  Commanding  Detachment. 
Lieut.  L.  R.  Hall, 

Post  Adjutant. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Post  of  Donaldsonville, 

February  15,  1865. 
Approved  and  respectfully  forwarded. 

This  party  of  guerrillas  were  under  command  of  Captain  Whittiag 
ton,  Second  Louisiana  (rebel)  Cavalry.  One  of  the  prisoners  captined 
reports  that  this  force  came  from  Attakapas.  They  crossed  Grand 
River  at  Bay  Natchez.  The  prisoner  states  that  there  were  100  in  the 
party  that  crossed  the  bay,  and  fifty  in  the  party  that  came  to  the  Doc- 
tor Martin  place  last  night,  but  from  the  best  information  I  can  get  I 
don't  think  there  were  more  than  half  of  that  number. 

W.  O.  FISKE, 
Colo7tel  First  Louisiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  Commanding  Post. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  La  Fourche  District, 

Thibodeaux,  La.,  February  17,  1865. 

Respectfully  returned  for  completion. 
This  report  is  entirely  too  meager  and  wanting  in  details. 
Bv  command  of  Brigadier-General  Cameron : 
^  "  B.  B.  CAMPBELL, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

8  R  R— VOL  •XLVIII,  FT  I 
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[Third  indorBement.] 

Headquarters  Post  of  DoNALBsoNvrLLE, 

February  18,  1865. 

Eespectfully  transmitted  with  reference  to  indorsement  of  General 
Cameron. 
By  command  of  Col  W.  O.  Fiske : 

LEONIDAS  K.  HALL, 

Post  Adjutant. 


Hdqrs.  Detachment  16th  Indiana  Mounted  Infantry, 

Bonaldsonville,  La.,  February  18,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  a  personal  interview  with 
Colonel  Fiske  on  the  evening  of  February  14, 1  received  verbal  instruc- 
tions from  him  to  proceed  immediately  on  a  scout  to  Doctor  Martin's 
plantation,  as  he  had  received  a  telegram  reporting  a  rebel  force  in  that 
vicinity.  At  10  p.  m.  I  started  with  F  and  K  Companies  of  this  detach- 
ment, numbering  fifty-five  men.  At  the  mouth  of  Doctor  Martin's  lane 
we  discovered  a  party  of  rebels.  Gave  chase  for  about  four  miles  till 
they  scattered  in  the  swamps  and  our  horses  were  belly  deep  in  the 
water.  Four  horses  were  hitched  in  lane  near  the  bayou,  concealed  by 
bushes.  We  captured  7  horses  and  equipments,  2  shotguns,  and  1 
prisoner.  Our  losswas  1  horse  (leg broken  by  shot.)  Eeturning  toward 
the  bayou  we  encountered  a  person  who  alleged  lie  was  a  citizen,  whom 
I  arrested.  The  information  gleaned  amounted  to  this :  Captain  Whit- 
tington.  Captain  Dunn,  and  Lieutenant  Fox,  with  100  men,  crossed 
Bay  Natchez  February  12 ;  were  encamped  at  Bay  Pierre  Pass ;  that 
fifty  men  were  present  with  Captain  Whittington  in  the  lane  that  night, 
I  do  not  believe  there  were  a  third  of  that  number.  We  carefully 
searched  the  houses  and  sugar  mills  in  that  vicinity  and  found  nothing. 
On  returning  from  the  swamps  the  adjutant  of  the  Third  Ehode  Island 
Cavalry  reported  Colonel  Sayles  and  three  companies  of  that  regiment 
half  a  mile  below,  on  the  bayou  road.  Eeached  camp  at  4  a.  m.  Febru- 
ary 15. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  E.  S.  COX, 
Captain,  Commanding  Detachment. 

Lieut.  L.  E.  Hall, 

Post  Adjutant. 

Hdqrs.  Detachment  16th  Indiana  Mounted  Infantry, 

Donaldsonville,  La.,  February  18,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  special  orders 
from  post  headquarters,  Donaldsonville,  La.,  to  proceed  to  Bayou 
Goula  for  the  purpose  of  scouting  in  that  vicinity,  with  F  and  K  Com- 
panies, and  detachment  of  B  Company,  numbering  seventy  men  total 
I  started  at  4  p.  m.  February  17  up  the  river  road.  Upon  reaching  the 
lane  at  Saggle's  front  plantation  I  halted  and  rested  one  hour,  feeding 
a  squadron  at  a  time.  Citizens  informed  me  that  King,  Williams,  and 
Brown  were  back  of  Bayou  Goula  with  150  men.  I  did  not  credit  it 
however.  Proceeding  through  the  lane  three  miles  to  Eichlaud's  plan- 
tation, found  nothing.  Thence  through  the  swamps,  where  my  com- 
mand occupied  one  hour  in  crossing  one  mud  hole,  to  Thompson's 
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plantation,  where  I  had  been  informed  that  Captain  Brown  and  seven 
men  were  secreted.  Surrounded  and  searched  the  house,  capturing 
one  prisoner,  arms,,  and  horse.  Thence  we  marched  to  Hartman's  plan- 
tation, where  found  no  sign  of  rebels.  Learning  that  the  roads  through 
the  swamps  to  the  Bayou  Goula  road  were  impassable,  I  retraced  my 
steps,  coming  out  to  the  river  road  through  Eaudolph's  i>lantation. 
Entered  Bayou  Goula  at  a  gallop.  I  threw  a  chain  of  sentinels  around 
the  town  and  searched  for  rebels,  but  found  none.  We  then  proceeded 
five  miles  down  the  Bayou  Goula  road  to  Ventress'  plantation.  Captain 
Brown  and  seven  men  had  been  there  at  sunset.  Keturniug  through 
Bayou  Goula  to  Eandolph's  plantation,  we  fed  and  rested.  Eeturned 
to  camp  about  4  p.  m.  February  18,  having  traveled  an  estimated  dis- 
tance of  sixty  miles.  From  the  best  information  I  learn  that  King  was 
not  in  that  vicinity.  Brown's  command  is  small,  numbering  about 
twenty,  but  effective.  Williams'  command  numbers  about  thirty.  The 
prisoner  captured  gave  his  name  as  Smart,  private,  Captain  Brown's 
company,  Seventeenth  Arkansas.  An  old  negro  informed  us  that  the 
prisoner's  name  was  Joseph  Green,  and  rank  lieutenant.  He  was  one 
of  the  squad  that  obtained  whisky  from  the  Ben  Franklin  while  lying 
lately  at  Heed's  plantation.  I  am  greatly  indebted  toFirst Lieutenant 
Bahncke,  First  Louisiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  to  Captain  Macklin, 
Sixteenth  Indiana  Mounted  Infantry,  for  aid  and  information  iu  regard 
to  the  country.  I  regret  to  add  that  the  family  of  Mr.  Tliompson  claim 
to  have  lost,  on  the  night  of  the  17th,  the  following  articles:  One  silver 
cake  basket,  1  silver  waiter,  1  fine  gold  watch,  3  blankets,  1  papier- 
mache  cigar  stand,  2  guns,  IJ  dozen  large  silver  spoons,  1  dozen  silver 
teaspoons,  1  dozen  silver  forks,  1  pack  playing  cards,  napkins,  and 
tablecloths.  I  gave  orders  that  nothing  should  be  molested  about  the 
premises,  placed  a  guard  in  the  room  where  most  of  these  articles  lay 
on  the  sideboard,  and  cleared  the  room  as  quickly  as  possible.  I  have 
found  the  pack  of  playing  cards  and  one  blanket.  The  other  two  were 
Government  blankets,  and  were  taken  by  my  orders.  One  of  the  guns 
was  broken;  the  other  is  iu  possession  of  Colonel  Fiske.  Of  the 
other  articles,  if  in  possession  of  my  men,  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascer- 
tain their  whereabouts  after  a  most  thorough  search. 

Very  respectfully,  ^   ^   ^   ^^^ 

Captain,  Commanding  Detachment. 

Lieut.  L,  E.  Hall, 

Fost  Adjutant. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Headquabteks  Post  of  Donaldsonville, 

February  19, 1865. 

Approved  and  respectfully  forwarded. 

I  am  having  a  thorough  examination  made  to  ascertain  the  guilty 
parties  in  the  robbery  of  Mr.  Thompson's  Louse,  and  shall  take  every 
method  to  have  them  brought  to  punishment.  I  think  no  blame  can 
be  attached  to  Captain  Cox,  as  he  took  every  means  to  prevent  it. 
Expecting  to  find  quite  a  number  of  the  enemy  in  the  house,  he  wa,s 
in  charge  of  the  men  outside,  and  knew  nothing  of  the  robbery  until 
the  next  morning.  W.  O.  FISKE, 

Colonel  First  Louisiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  Commanding  Post. 
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[Second  indoraenicnt.]  , 

Headquarters  La  Fourche  District, 

Thibo(leau.r,  La.,  February  31,  1865. 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  General  Sherman. 

11.  A.  CAMERON, 

Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  CommanAing  JMstriet. 


FEBRUARY  16-18,  1866. — Operations  about  Bennett's  Bayou  and  Tolbert's 

Mill,  Ark. 

Report  of  Lieut.  William  N.  Alsup,  Forty-sixth  Missouri  Infantry. 

Hdqr«.  Company  n,  46'J)h  Regt.  Missoxiri  Volunteers, 

Ozark  Gotmty,  Mo.,  February  16  [18 .«"],  1865. 
General:  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  16th  of  February,  1805, 1, 
with  forty-eight  men  of  my  command,  proceeded  to  Bennett's  Bayou, 
Fulton  County,  Ark.  From  there  to  Tolbert's  Mill,  on  Bennett's 
River,  where  we  found  one  guerrilla  or  bushwhacker,  whom  we  suc- 
ceeded in  killing,  and  being  satisfied  that  the  mill  was  a  resort  for 
rebels  and  guerrillas,  I  ordered  it  burned.  I  also  succeeded  in  killing 
one  other  guerrilla  near  the  same  place.  I  then  returned  from  there  to 
Doiiglas  County,  thoroughly  scouting  the  country  through  which  we 
passed,  and  arrived  at  camp  or  quarters  on  the  18th  without  the  loss 
of  anything. 

Very  respectfully, 

WM.  N.  ALSUP, 
First  Lieut.  Company  H,  Forty-sixth  Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Sanborn. 


FEBRUARY  16-20, 1865.— Scout  in  Ozark  County,  Mo.,  and  Marion  County, 

Ark. 

Report  of  Gapt.  James  H.  Hallec,  Sixteenth  Missouri  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs,  Company  B,  Sixteenth  Missouri  Cavalry, 

Lebanon,  Mo.,  February  22,  1865. 

Captain:  I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  you  the  following  facts  connected 
■with  a  scout  made  by  me  with  a  detachment  of  Company  B,  Sixteenth 
Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  Lieut.  Col. 
John  F.  McMahan : 

1  left  this  place  on  the  morning  of  the  IGth  instant,  with  fifteen  days' 
rations,  and  proceeded  to  Little  North  Fork,  in  Ozark  County  Mo. 
Here  I  met  with  four  citizens  of  Douglas  County,  Mo.,  viz,  Isham  Lamar  j 
Johnson  Lamar,  William  Lamar,  and  George  Lamar,  who  reported  to 
me  that  they  had  been  to  White  River,  near  the  Widow  Magness',  and 
had  found  some  rebels  in  a  cave  and  wanted  assistance  to  catch  them. 
I  immediately  started  in  search  of  the  cave,  the  Laraars  accompanying 
me  as  guides.    On  arriving  at  the  cave  I  found  three  bushwhackers 
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viz,  Williams  and  Kiddle,  one  unknown,  who  on  onr  approacli  started 
to  run,  but  Williams  was  killed  and  the  others  wounded,  who  made 
their  escape  in  the  bluffs  and  brush.  After  this  affair  1  prepared  to 
move  on  down  the  river  and  did  so,  but  the  Lamars  would  not  go  any 
farther,  and  on  the  day  following  they  were  seen  driving  twelve  head 
of  cattle  up  the  Little  North  Fork  through  a  Union  settlement.  I 
mention  this,  as  I  am  reliably  informed  that  these  men  are  in  the  habit 
of  driving  off  stock  from  that  county  and  converting  it  to  their  own 
use.  After  leaving  the  cave  I  went  down  the  river;  crossed  at  the 
mouth  of  tlie  Little  North  Fork  at  Mr.  Yo(;han's.  I  learned  that  there 
were  four  rebels  up  the  river  four  miles,  and  also  three  miles  down  the 
river  there  were  four  others.  On  agreement  with  Captain  Piland, 
Forty-sixth  Missouri  Infantry,  I  took  a  few  men  and  Avent  up  the  river, 
and  he  took  some  and  went  down  the  river.  On  arriving  at  the  house 
where  they  were  reported  to  be  I  found  two  rebels,  whom  we  killed. 
Captain  Piland  found  two  and  killed  them.  I  then  heard  there  were 
eight  rebels  on  the  head  of  Musick's  Creek,  in  Marion  County,  Ark., 
near  Pine  Mountain.  I  proceeded  to  the  place,  but  found  no  one  there 
except  women  and  children.  I  found  six  rifled  guns.  The  rebels  have 
lately  built  a  grist-mill  here,  and  I  think  it  is  a  good  place  to  catch  a 
bushwhacker  almost  any  time.  This  was  the  18th  instant.  I  then 
started  back,  came  to  White  Eiver,  at  the  mouth  of  Big  Creek,  but 
could  not  cross,  and  had  to  go  down  to  the  mouth  of  the  Little  North 
Fork,  where  I  crossed,  and  proceeded  to  this  place,  arriving  on  the  20th 
instant. 

A''ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  H.  SALLEE, 
Captain  Company  B,  Sixteenth  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers. 

Capt.  William  T.  Kittredge, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  District  of  Southwest  Missouri. 


FEBEUARY  16-21,  1865. — Scout  from  Fort  Lamed,  Kans. 

Keport  of  Sergt.  David  C.  Nettleton,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry. 

FoET  Zarah,  Kans.,  February  31, 18G5. 
Sir  :  I  have  iust  returned  from  a  scout  of  six  days'  duration.  Started 
from  I'ort  Larned  on  the  IGth.  Scouted  up  the  Nortli  Fork  of  Pawnee; 
thence  northwest  to  M'alnut  Creek;  up  the  South  Fork  of  Walnut 
Creek  to  a  large  body  of  timber  about  120  miles  above  Fort  Zarah; 
thence  down  Walnut  Creek  to  this  point.  No  Indians  in  the  country. 
All  signs  of  war  parties  from  two  to  four  months  old.  Will  proceed  to 
Fort  Larned  to  morrow,  and  be  governed  by  orders  received  heretofore 
or  any  awaiting  me  at  that  ])lace. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  C.  NETTLETON, 
Sergeant,  Commanding  Independent  Scouts. 

Lieut,  J.  E.  Tap  PAN, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  District  of  Upper  Arkansas. 
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FEBRUARY  17-18,  1865.— Scout  from  Pine  BlufF,  Ark.,  to  the  Arkansas 
River,  with  skirmish  (17th)  near  Bayou  Meto,  Ark. 

Report  of  Gapt.  John  H.  Norris,  Thirteenth   Illinois  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Thirteenth  Illinois  Oatalrt, 

I'inc  Bluff,  Ark.,  April  19,  1865. 

Captain:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  this  date  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  report: 

That  on  or  about  the  17th  of  February,  18G5, 1  commanded  a  scout  of 
about  seventy-five  men  and  one  officer,  to  wit,  Lieut.  Z.  P.  Ourlee,  of 
our  regiment,  and  camped  the  night  before  a  short  distance  the  other 
side  of  Bayou  Meto,  about  fifty  miles  below  this  place  and  about  five 
miles  from  the  Arkansas  Eiver.     Early  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  I 
commenced  crossing  the  bayou.     It  was  quite  full,  about  fifty  yards 
wide,  and  the  horses  had  to  be  swum  over.    As  soon  as  one  platoon  of 
men  and  liorses  were  over  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Ourlee  to  take  the 
platoon  and  search  the  country  around  for  the  enemy  for  a  distance  of 
two  miles  out  and  return  by  noon,  directing  him  to  search  well  on  each 
side  the  main  road  to  a  swamp  on  the  right  and  lake  on  the  left,  which 
extended  out  over  one  mile  and  a  half,  and  if  he  should  find  an  enemy 
to  fight  him,  and  if  too  strong  to  send  me  word  and  fall  back  himself. 
The  lieutenant  returned  in  due  time,  bringing  one  Thomas  Farrelly 
with  him,  and  reported  to  me  that  he  had  found  armed  men  at  and 
around  the  residence  of  this  man  Farrelly;  that  he  had  had  a  slight 
engagement,  or  rather  a  running  skirmish,  and  had  killed  1  man  and 
captured  1.    That  upon  searching  the  house  of  Farrelly  he  had  found 
arms   and  considerable  ammunition,   also  ammunition  secreted  upon 
the  person  of  Farrelly.    He  said  there  was  a  rebel  bushwhacker  lived 
there  by  the  name  of  Hagler,  who  fought  them  until  they  killed  him; 
and  believing  as  he  did  tliat  Farrelly's  house  was  a  harbor  for  bush- 
wliackers  and  unauthorized  bands,  he  deemed  it  his  duty  to  burn  the 
house.     He  said  he  was  careful  to  have  everything  removed  to  a  safe 
place,  as  he  supposed,  before  firing  the  house;  and  that  whilst  removing 
the  plunder  out  of  the  house  the  prisoner  made  his  escape.    I  observed 
the  men  closely  as  soon  as  they  returned,  and  discovered  no  sign  of  any 
plunder  of  any  kind  in  their  possession  or  about  them.     I  rode  along 
privately  with  Farrelly  for  over  a  mile,  and  in  answer  to  my  interroga- 
tories whether  the  "boys"  had  taken  anything  away,  or  had  inllaged  the 
house  previous  to  setting  tire  to  it,  he  said  they  had  not.     He  said  he 
had  but  $50  in  greenbacks  and  some  Confederate  money  (I  disremem- 
ber  how  much),  and  brought  no  accusation  against  any  one  for  taking 
any  plun<ler.    I  heard  nothing  of  any  gold  or  any  more  money.    I 
inquired  of  Farrelly  if  he  had  ever  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance.     He 
answered,  "ifo;  it  has  never  been  required  of  me."    I  know  nothing  of 
the  burning  of  any  other  building,  or  anything  else  save  the  dwelling 
house.    I  inquired  of  him  about  corn.     He  said  he  raised  very  little  last 
year,  and  that  it  was  nearly  all  gone.    I  inquired  about  the  cotton 
crop.    He  said  he  had  raised  fourteen  bales  last  year,  and  had  sold  nine 
bales  and  delivered  them  yesterday  to  the  steam-boat  Superior  for  dry- 
goods,  groceries,  ammunition,  and  medicines  that  Ourlee  found  at  his 
house.    I  heard  nothing  of  the  killing  of  the  mare  or  any  other  stock. 
This  man  Hagler  who  lived  at  Farrelly's  was  a  notorious  rebel  bush- 
whacker, and  operated  with  a  gang  commanded  by  one  Ralston,  who 
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lived  several  miles  higher  up  the  bayou.  Parrelly  said  he  did  not 
know  it  was  any  harm  to  keep  Hagler  and  ianiily  there  for  pay,  and 
that  Hagler  paid  him  well  for  it. 

Very  repectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  NOREIS, 
Captain,  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  Commanding  Scout. 

Gapt.  S.  Monte  Cambern, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


FEBRUAEY  17-22,  1865.— Expedition  from  Plaquemine  to  The  Park,  La. 

KKPORTS. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Richard  G.  Shaw,  Eleventh  U.  S.  Colored  Heavy  Artillery. 
No.  2.— Maj.  Edmund  C.  Burt,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 

No,  1. 

Report  of  Maj.  Richard  G.  8haw,  Eleventh  U.  8.  Colored  Heavy  Artillery. 

Headquarters  Post  of  Plaquemine, 

Plaquemine,  La.,  February  23, 1865. 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  the  report  of  Maj. 
E.  G.  Burt,  commanding  the  expedition  sent  to  The  Park  and  vicinity, 
in  pursuance  of  telegraphic  instructions  received  from  your  head- 
quarters February  17.  I  examined  personally  the  parties  arrested  by 
Major  Burt;  released  Messrs.  Irwin  and  Gharleville,  and  sent  the 
remainder  under  guard  to  the  provost-marshal- general  at  New  Orleans. 
Since  the  report  of  Major  Burt  was  written  I  have  again  sent  a  party 
of  the  Independent  Scouts  up  Grossetete.  They  learned  that  all  the 
enemy's  force  in  that  vicinity  were  concentrating  at  Alexandria,  except 
Eatliffs  and  King's  commands,  the  latter  of  which  refused  to  go. 
They  surprised  and  captured  a  rebel  outpost  consisting  of  three  men, 
securing  their  arms  and  horses. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EIGHARD  G.  SHAW, 
Major,  Eleventh  U.  S.  Colored  Heavy  Artillery,  Commanding  Post. 

Gapt.  B.  B.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  La  Fourche  District. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Maj.  Edmund  C.  Burt,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Detachment  Third  Khode  Island  Cavalry, 

Plaquemine,  February  22, 1865. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  pursuant  to  verbal 
in  structions  from  Maj .  K.  G.  Shaw,  I  left  Plaquemine  late  in  the  afternoon 
of  the  17th  instant  with  fifty-seven  men  and  one  ofiacer  of  my  own  detach- 
ment, and  a  company  of  Independent  Scouts  numbering  two  oflScers  and 
thirty-four  men,  dismounted,  and  proceeded  to  The  Park,  reaching  there 
about  8  o'clock  that  evening.  Finding  no  suitable  camping-ground  for 
my  command  at  that  point,  I  established  a  strong  picket  and  returned 
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to  Indian  Village.  I  saw  no  traces  of  guerrillas,  but  one  of  my  men 
learned  from  a  citizen  that  five  of  tbem  came  througli  tlie  swamp  from 
the  direction  of  the  river  tliat  morning  and  crossed  the  bayou  about 
half  way  between  The  Park  and  Indian  Village,  swimming  their  horses. 
On  the  18tb  my  pickets  at  The  Park  stopped  a  small  flat-boat  which 
came  down  Grand  River,  and  took  from  it  Felix  Bellocq,  wife  and  child 
(he  claiming  to  be  a  Ccmfederate  agent),  Mrs.  Monier,  Mrs.  Clement, 
and  Mrs.  P.  Thrahan,  owner  of  the  boat,  with  three  negro  men.  They 
had  a  large  amount  of  baggage,  and  on  the  person  of 'Pelix  Bellocq 
was  found  considerable  mail  matter,  while  on  the  person  of  Mrs.  Monier 
were  found  a  number  of  private  papers,  including  several  very  impor- 
tant ones  belonging  to  Mr.  Bellocq.  The  same  day  my  pickets  at  the 
month  of  Bayou  Grossetete  arrested  a  Mr.  Isaac  Irwin  and  Mr.  P.  O. 
Charleville,  with  two  negro  men,  who  came  down  Bayou  Grossetete, 
and  as  1  found  on  them  some  rather  suspicions  pai>ers,  I  forwarded 
them,  together  with  the  first-named  party,  to  headquarters  iiost  of 
I'laquemine.  On  the  19tli  I  sent  a  lientenant  and  seven  men  of  the 
scouts  down  Grand  Eiver  in  a  boat,  with  instructions  to  go  as  far  as 
liossible  and  return  that  night.  After  going  about  two  miles  below 
The  Park,  the  boat  leaking  badly,  they  landed  and  proceeded  on  foot, 
going  with  the  iitmost  difficulty  about  five  miles  below  The  Park,  and 
lieyond  that  they  report  the  country  impassable,  being  completely 
flooded,  the  levee  on  Grand  lliver  being  broken  in  many  ]i]aces.  1  also 
sent  a  small  party  of  the  scouts  up  Bayou  Grossetete  some  eight  or  ten 
miles,  but  with  no  results.  On  the  21st  a  deserter  from  King's  heavy 
artillery  came  in  and  gave  himself  up  to  our  pickets  at  The  Park.  He 
reports  that  all  of  the  rebel  companies  that  have  been  in  the  liabit  of 
making  raids  into  La  Fourche  District  have  been  ordered  to  Alexan- 
dria, and  most  of  them  have  gone.  He  does  not  know  of  any  guerrillas 
being  this  side  of  Grand  Eiver  below  Plaquemiue  at  this  time.  I  have 
had  the  company  of  sconts  scouring  the  country  in  small  squads  in  all 
directions  around  The  Park  and  Indian  Village,  and  from  them  have 
learned  that  the  swamps  in  all  directions  are  utterly  impassable  for  any 
number  of  men.  As  I  was  suffering  somewhat  from  an  attack  of  fever 
and  chills,  I  came  into  Plaquemiue  yesterday  for  medical  treatment, 
which  accounts  for  my  being  here. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  0.  BITRT, 
Major,  Commanding  Detachment  Third  Ithodc  Inland  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  C.  n.  Barney, 

Post  Adjutant. 


FEBRUARY  19-22,  1865.— Expedition  from  Helena,  Ark.,  to  Friar's  Point, 

Miss. 

Report  of  Col.  Charles  Benteoni,  Fifty-sixth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops. 

Hdqes.  Fifty-sixth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry, 

Helena,  Ark.,  February  22,  'l865. 
Sir:  T  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  compUance  with  verbal 
instructions  received  from  the  brigadier-general  commanding  11  oflicers 
and  270  men  of  the  Fifty-sixth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  a  detachment 
of  mounted  infantry,  under  command  of  Captain  Anderson  and  one 
piece  of  artillery,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Chappel,  emlbarked  on 
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the  steamer  Curlew  at  1  a.  m.  February  19, 3  865.  This  command  landed 
at  Friar's  Point,  Miss.,  at  4  a.  m.  same  date;  the  cavalry  proceeded  in 
the  direction  of  Shufordsville,  and  the  infantry  covered  Friar's  Point 
by  a  picket- line.  Doctor  Pillow  was  captured  at  Laudford's  place  and 
sent  to  Helena.  No  armed  force  was  found  in  the  town.  The  cavalry 
command  returned  to  Friar's  l*oint  about  4  p.  ni.  same  day,  after  having 
captured  about  thirteen  troopers,  Avith  tlieir  horses  and  equipments. 
Captain  Anderson  immediately  re-embarked  for  Helena,  after  leaving 
one  oflicer  and  twenty  troopers  at  Friar's  Point.  On  tlie  19th,  20th,  and 
^Ist  a  scouting  party  of  two  companies  and  a  small  detachment  of  cav- 
alry, the  whole  under  command  of  Maj.  H.  A.  Wells,  went  out  in  the 
direction  of  Shufordsville  and  Moon  Lake  respectively.  They  brought 
in  32  colored  men,  women,  and  children,  21  mules,  and  1  horse.  Most  of 
this  property,  as  well  as  the  slaves,  belonged  to  Mr.  Irvine,  A\'ho  has,  by 
Lis  own  statement,  four  brothers  in  tlie  rebel  service.  Only  two  men 
of  the  lot  of  slaves  were  found  to  be  tit  for  soldiers;  the  rest,  4  men,  10 
women,  and  IG  children,  were  transferred  to  the  care  of  the  command- 
ing officer  at  Fort  Pinney,  as  I  had  no  subsistence  for  them.  Five 
colored  men,  3  women,  and  2  children  came  withhi  the  lines  for  protec- 
tion on  the  21st.  The  men  wissh  to  enlist  in  the  regiment,  and  the 
women  and  children  will  be  turned  over  to  the  superintendent  of  freed- 
men  at  Helena.  The  trading  boats  Anna  and  Freestone  landed  at 
Friar's  Point,  under  Avritten  authority  from  His  Excellency  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  cotton,  &c. 
At  3  p.  m.  on  the  21st  Lieutenant  Murray  reported  to  me  with  the 
steamer  Curlew,  and  handed  me  a  letter  of  instructions  from  the  com- 
manding general,  in  obedience  to  which  I  embarked  my  command  as 
soon  as  the  scouting  party  had  returned.  The  embarkation  was  com- 
pleted at  6.30  p.  m.,  but  on  account  of  high  winds  the  boat  had  to  lie 
at  her  landing  until  daylight  of  the  22d.  W.  A.  Alcorn,  a  private  of 
the  rebel  cavalry,  surrendered  himself  as  a  prisoner  of  Avar,  and  gave 
information  where  his  brother,  P.  J.  Alcorn,  also  a  private  in  the  rebel 
service,  could  be  captured,  Avhich  capture  was  effected  by  Lieutenant 
Spring,  commanding  the  cavalry  detachment.  Lieutenant  Spring  has 
been  directed  to  turn  OA^er  the  prisoners,  Avith  one  liorse,  saddle  and 
bridle,  and  two  reA'-olvers,  to  the  provost  marshal  at  Helena. 
The  command  arrived  at  Helena.at  9.30  a.  m.  on  the  22d  instant. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  BBNTZONI, 
Col  Fifty-sixth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  Commandiny  Expedition. 

Capt.  T.  C.  Meatyaru, 

Assistant  A  djutant- General. 


TEBRUAKY  21-22,  1865.— Scout  from  Pine  Bluff  to  Douglas'  Plantation, 
Ark.,  and  skirmish  (22d). 

Report  of  Gapl.  Gurnsey  W.  Davis,  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry. 

Camp  Thirteenth  Cavalry  Illinois  Volunteers, 

Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  February  23,  lSf>5. 
Sir  ■  I  have  to  report  my  return  from  scout.    On  the  morning  of 
the  21st,  pursuant  to  orders,  I  proceeded  with  fifty  men  down  the  river 
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on  the  south  side  as  far  as  Douglas'  plantation,  where  we  arrived  at  10 
o'clock  at  night,  the  rain  falling  in  perfect  torrents.  Camped  under 
an  old  cotton  shed.  Saw  no  force  on  the  way  down,  but  after  passing 
the  Smitli  place  found  plenty  of  tracks  of  horses  going  up;  should 
judfje  to  the  number  of  fifty  or  sixty.  After  having  camped  I  received 
at  Douglas'  the  information  that  a  force  under  a  Colonel  Clark  was  in 
below,  and  that  tliey  were  ex])ected  up  the  river  for  the  purpose  of 
burning  cotton  and  arresting  deserters.  A  negro  at  Douglas'  told  me 
that  they  were  only  three  miles  below;  the  truth  of  the  statement, 
however,  I  do  not  pretend  to  vouch  for.  Upon  learning  the  same  I 
doubled  my  picket  force  and  intended  to  move  out  so  soon  as  the  rain 
ceased.  At  1  o'clock,  or  thereabouts,  my  pickets  on  two  sides  were 
charged  upon  at  the  same  moment  and  driven  in,  and  in  an  instant  a 
volley  was  poured  into  the  men  under  the  shed  where  they  were  hud- 
dled together  to  keep  out  of  the  rain.  This  fire  was  promi)tly  returned, 
checking  their  charge,  and  forcing  them  back.  The  enemy  rallied  and 
made  a  second  charge,  forcing  my  men  back  fi'om  their  horses.  I  i  mme- 
diately  brought  my  men  up  again,  withorders  to  retake  the  shed  and 
save  their  horses;  which  was  done,  driving  the  enemy  over  the  levee 
and  holding  them  there  until  all  the  horses  were  brought  out  into  line. 
The  enemy  in  the  meantime  sounded  recall  and  appeared  to  have 
moved  off  between  the  levee  and  the  river.  I  tlien  ordered  all  my  men 
to  mount,  except  one  platoon,  which  I  took  and  went  in  search  of  casu- 
alties. I  found  4  men  wounded,  2  severely.  I  carried  the  wounded  to 
the  house  (Mr.  Douglas'),  where  I  had  every  assurance  that  they  should 
be  cared  for  as  well  as  .circumstances  would  admit.  Upon  counting  I 
found  that  three  or  four  men  were  missing.  I  think  that  none  were 
killed,  unless  they  were  shot  down  ou  the  picket-])ost.  However,  it 
being  so  very  dark  and  raining,  I  might  have  overlooked  them.  Sev- 
eral horses  were  shot  dead  and  two  or  three  wounded.  After  making 
the  best  arrangement  I  could  for  the  wounded  men,  and  not  knowing 
the  design  of  the  enemy,  I  concluded  not  to  remain  longer  and  moved 
out,  taking  a  back  route  to  avoid  being  ambushed.  We  succeeded  in 
reaching  a  cotton  gin  where  we  remained  until  it  became  sufficiently 
light  to  travel,  when  we  took  the  road  leading  across  Choctaw  Bayou 
and  between  that  and  Bayou  Bartholomew  to  Pine  Bluff,  where  we 
arrived  at  8  o'clock  last  night.  The  country  is  full  of  small  parties  of 
rebels.  We  met  and  gave  chase  to  three  that  we  ascertained  to  be 
Captain  Burt  and  two  other  officers  of  General  Shelby's  staff.  At 
Doctor  Jackson's  twenty-five  had  fed  and  just  left  in  the  direction  of 
this  place.  We  followed  them  about  two  miles,  when  they  left  the  road 
and  took  to  the  woods.  I  could  find  no  cattle  worth  driving.  There 
being  so  much  water  on  the  ground  and  bushes  I  did  not  go  into  the 
cane,  the  only  place  where  cattle  can  be  found  at  this  season.  I  regret 
the  loss  of  my  men,  and  for  the  wounded  ask  that  something  be  done. 
I  did  not  go  to  see  whether  any  of  the  enemy  were  left  dead  or  wounded 
but  am  inclined  to  [think]  that  some  were.  Their  number  was,  I  think' 
fully  equal  to  my  own,  judging  from  their  firing.  ' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  DAVIS, 
Captain,  Thirteenth  Cavalry  Illinois  Volunteers,  Comdg.  Scant. 

Lieut.  S.  Monte  Cambern, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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FEBRUARY  22-24,  1865.— Scout  from  Pine  Bluff  to  Bayou  Meto,  Ark.,  and 
skirmishes  at  Mrs.  Voche's  (23d)  and  Bayou  Meto  (24th). 

Report  of  Gapt.  George  W.  Stiesberry,  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  com- 
manding scout. 

Hdqrs.  Company  L,  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cav.  Vols., 

Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  February  26,  1865. 
Sir  :  T  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  orders  received, 
dated  headquarters  U.  S.  Forces  at  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  February  22, 1865, 
I  took  command  of  a  force  of  eighty  men  and  proceeded  to  the  north 
side  of  the  Arkansas  River  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  scout,  but  was 
unable  to  get  all  the  men  across  the  river.  I  left  fifteen  on  this  side. 
I  proceeded  to  the  picket  at  William  Scull's,  where  I  arrived  at  day- 
light, and  took  the  force  stationed  there  with  me,  which  augmented 
my  force  to  ninety  men.  I  then  marched  to  Walker's  farm,  where  we 
arrived  at  10  a.  m,  on  the  23d,  and  captured  one  of  Captain  Hicks' 
men.  We  then  moved  to  Henry  Young's  form,  where  we  arrived 
at  12  m.,  and  captured  two  men  of  tlie  same  command.  We  then 
moved  to  Mrs.  Voche's  farm,  where  we  arrived  at  4  p.  m.,  and  had  a 
fight  with  Captain  Husband's  command.  liieut.  2S1.  E.  Orton,  Company 
F,  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry  Volunteers,  made  a  gallant  charge  with 
his  platoon,  completely  routing  tlie  enemy,  capturing  3  prisoners  and 
severely  wounding  1  man.  Captain  Husband  is  also  reported  killed. 
We  then  moved  to  General  Williams'  plantation,  where  we  captured 
Lieutenant  Richardson,  of  Hicks'  company,  and  a  private  of  Vaugine's 
band.  We  then  encamped  for  the  night.  I  ordered  the  horses  to  be 
fed  from  General  Williams'  forage  and  my  men  to  be  furnished  with  su]i- 
per  and  breakfast,  for  which  I  gave  receipts.  On  the  morningof  the  24th 
we  marched  for  Bayou  Meto,  where  we  arrived  about  9  a.  m.,  and  ha^l 
sharp  skirmish  with  Major  Watkins.  After  the  skirmish  had  lasted  a 
few  minutes  Lieutenant  Temple,  Company  M,  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cav- 
alry, made  a  gallant  charge  with  his  platoon,  leading  the  charge  in  per- 
son some  fifty  yards  in  advance  of  his  men,  completely  routing  the 
enemy,  who  fled  in  all  directions.  Lieutenant  Temple  ordered  each  of 
his  men  to  pick  his  man  and  capture  him,  saying  that  he  would  bring  in 
the  ma-ior,  and  nobly  did  he  keep  his  word.  After  running  the  major 
about  three  miles  and  a  half  he  captured  him  in  Bayou  .Meto,  where  the 
water  was  swimming  deep.  In  this  action  the  enemy  lost  in  captured 
Major  Watkins  and  six  men.  If  there  were  any  killed  or  wounded  I  did 
not  see  them.  I  wish  to  state  here  that  Lieutenant  Curlee,  although 
not  engaged,  behaved  himself  in  a  soldierly  manner,  being  always  at 
his  post  and  ready  to  go  in  if  required.  Also  the  behavior  of  the  "gray- 
back"  was  all  that  could  be  desired.  We  then  turned  about  and  started 
for  Pine  Bluff,  where  we  arrived  at  9  p.  m.  on  the  24th.  On  our  way 
back  we  captured  Lieutenant  Grestol,  of  Major  Watkins'  command. 
The  results  of  the  expedition  may  be  briefly  summed  up  as  follows :  We 
marched  over  100  miles,  fought  the  enemy  twice,  defeating  him  both 
times;  captured  13  prisoners,  among  whom  were  3  officers,  without  the 
loss  of  a  man  or  horse. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most.obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  SUESBEERY, 
Capt.  Company  L,  13th  111.  Cav.  Vols.,  in  Command  of  Scout. 

Brig.  Gen.  Powell  Clayton, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Forces,  Pine  Bluff. 
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FEBRUARY  23-MARCH  2,  1865.— Scouts  from  Salem  and  Licking,  Mo., 
to  Spring  River  Mills,  Ark.,  with  skirmishes. 

RKfORTS. 

No.  1. — Brig.  Geii.  Egbert  B.  Brown,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  District  of  Rolla. 
No.  2. — Col.  Edwin  C.  Catherwood,  Thirteenth  Missouri  Cavalry. 
No.  3. — Capt.  Williiini  Monks,  Sixteenth  Missouri  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Egbert  B.  Brown,  U.  aS'.   Army,  commanding  Dis- 
trict of  Holla. 

ROLLA,  March  2,  1865. 
I  respectfully  report  that  ti  scout  of  fifty  men  of  the  Fifth  Missouri 
State  Militia  from  Salem,  witli  about  the  same  number  of  the  Sixteenth 
Volunteer  Cavalry  from  Licking,  has  just  returned  from  the  Arkansas 
border,  lleports  having  killed  15  guerrillas,  captured  12  horses,  3 
mules,  and  a  number  of  small-arms.  Freeman  is  reported  to  be  near 
Batesville  with  100  men.  It  is  rumored  that  there  will  be  a  concentra- 
tion of  the  guerrillas  about  the  15th  of  March. 

E.  B.  BROWN, 
Brigadier -Genera  I  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 
Maj.  J.  W.  Barnes, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Saint  Louis. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Col.  Edivin  C.  Catherwood,  Thirteenth  Missouri   Cavalry. 

Headquarters, 
Licliing,  Texas  County,  Mo.,  March  1,  1865. 
General  :  The  scouts  under  Captain  Monks,  Sixteenth  Missouri 
Cavali-y  Volunteers,  and  Captain  Benz,  Fifth  Missouri   State  Militia 
Cavalry,  have  returned.    They  formed  a  junction  at  Thomasville  and 
proceeded  to  Spring  River  Mills,  Arlv.,  where  it  was  reported  Freeman 
was  reorganizing  his  command.     Freeman's  command  is  scattered  (as 
currently  reported)  to  meet  tlie  15th  of  March.    Freeman,  with  about 
100  men,  is  said  to  be  at  Batesville,  Ark,    The  scout  came,  upon  several 
small  squads  of  guerrillas,  killed  15,  captured  12  horses  and  3  fine  mules 
300  pounds  of  cotton,  and  some  small-arms.     I  will  have  the  horses 
and  mulcws  branded  and  issued  to  Monks'  command  as  they  need  them 
The  country  around  here  is  particularly  quiet.     I  inclose  yon  papers  * 
found  on  the  bodies  of  guerrillas,  showing  how  they  obtain  supplies 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  ,      ,  ^  K.  C.   CATHKRWOOD, 

Colonel  Thirteenth  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Brown, 

Commanding  District  of  Rolla. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Capt.  William  Monks,-  Sixteenth  Missouri  Cavalry. 

LiciaNCx,  Texas  County,  Mo.,  March  3, 1865 
Sir:  I  liiwe  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  vour  order  of 
February  22,  1865, 1  moved  camp  and  marched  sixteen  mnescampiug 

*  Omitted. 
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at  Wilberii  Gilmore's.     Early  on  the  23(1 1  divided  the  command,  send- 
ing Captain  Benz,  of  the  Filth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  through 
Spring  and  Birch  Valleys,  with  orders  to  form  a. junction  at  Wallace's, 
nine  miles  northwest  of  Thoniasville.    Moved  with  my  command  and 
marched  twenty-flve  miles  to  Goldsberry's,  on  the  headwaters  of  Jack's 
Fork.    Moved  on  the  24th,  and,  on  reaching  Wallace's,  attacked  a  baud 
of  guerrillas,  killing  one  and  wounding  another  very  severely.    Con- 
tinued pursuit,  routed  and  killed  three,  breaking  up  their  camps,  aTid 
scattering  them  in  every  direction.    Continued  ])ursuit,  and  near  Thom- 
asville  was  attacked  by  a  force  commanded  by  Dick  Kitchen,  charging 
them.    After  a  brisk  engagement,  routed  them  in  all  directions,  sup- 
posing severa'l  to  be  wounded.     Several  of  my  men  had  their  clothes 
cut  by  balls,  but  escaped  without  any  wounds.    Marched  twenty  miles, 
camping  at  Colonel  Old's,  near  Thoniasville.    After  cami)ing,  sent  out 
a  scout  west,  routing  several  and  killing  one,  and  breaking  up  their 
camps.    Captain  Benz  came  up  and  camped  with  us,  reporting  that  he 
Lad  routed  several  bands,  killing  two.   Moved  on  the  25th,  sending  Cap- 
tain Benz  in  the  direction  of  Frederick's  Fork  of  Eleven  Points  Eiver, 
with  orders  to  form  a  junction  at  Spring  Eiver  Mills,  in  Arkansas. 
Moved  with  my  command  in  the  direction  of  Warm  Fork  of  Spring 
River,  attacking  a  band  of  guerrillas  nine  miles  north  of  Spring  Iliver, 
killing  live  and  routing  several.    Marched  twenty-flve  miles,  camping  at 
Spring  River  ISIills.    Captain  Benz  came  up  and  reported  that  he  had 
routed  and  scattered  a  band  of  guerrillas  on  Frederick's  Fork,  killing 
one,  supposing  others  to  be  wounded.     On  the  night  of  the  aith  they 
continued  firing  for  upward  of  an  hour  from  a  blufi'  at  a  distance  of 
300  yards,  but  could  not  dislodge  them  on  account  of  the  river  and 
blutf  being  between  us.    Moved  on  the  26th;  marched  to  Frederick's 
Fork,  sixteen  miles.    While  marching  attacked  Freeman's  counuaud  of 
thirty  men,  charging  and  routing  them,  killing  two,  and  encamped  at 
night  at  Couch's,  on  Frederick's  Fork  of  Eleven  Points  River.    Moved 
on  the  27th.   Routed  several,  killing  one.    Marched  sixteen  miles,  camp- 
ing at  Thomasville.    Moved  on  the  28th;  marched  nineteen  miles  and 
camped  on  Turkey  Oak.     After  camping  sent  out  a  scout;  broke  up  a 
camp  of  guerrillas  commanded  by  Captain  Copelaud.    Moved  on  the 
1st  day  of  March,  marching  to  Spring  Valley,  a  distance  of  sixteen 
miles.    Marched  on  the  2d,  reaching  camp  at  Licking,  marchmg  thirty 
miles.    Distance  marched,  183  miles.     Property  captured,  15  horses,  3 
mules,  one-half  bale  of  cotton,  wagon,  and  harness.     Absent  from 
camp  nine  days. 
Eespectftilly  submitted.  WILLIAM  MONKS, 

Gapt,  Gomihj.  Company  K,  Sixteenth  Misnouri  Cavalry  Vols. 

Colonel   CATHEKVfOOD. 

FEBRUARY  24,  1865.— Affair  at  Switzler's  Mill,  Mo. 
Report  of  Col.  Mward  A.  Kutzner,  Thirty-ninth  Missouri  Infantry. 

Glasgow,  February  3-1,  1865. 
Jackson,  with  seven  men,  killed  a  man  by  the  name  of  Poe  at  Switz- 
ler's Mill  and  hung  two  negroes,  besides  robbing  another  citizen,    l 
have  sent  plenty  of  men  to  scour  the  country.    This  occurred  this  day 
at  12  o'clock.  ED.  A.  KUTZNEE, 

Colonel. 
Brigadier-General  Fisk. 
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FEBRUABY  24,  1865. — Scout  from  Helena  to  Clarke's  Store,  Ark. 

Report  of  Capt.  John  If.  Wasson,  Eighty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry. 

Helena,  Aek.,  February  25,  1865. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
recent  scout  to  Clarke's  Store,  Ark. : 

Under  orders  from  the  general  commanding  the  district,  I  embarked 
on  the  steamer  Curlew  at  daylight  on  the  24th  instant,  with  tifty  men 
of  the  Eighty-seventh  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry.  Captain  Eamsey,  of 
the  Sixtieth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  who  was  instructed  to  co-operate 
with  me,  was  already  aboard  with  lifty  men  of  his  command.  We  pro- 
ceeded to  Berry's  Landing,  at  the  foot  of  Ship  Island,  and  disembarked 
the  horses  without  dilficulty.  Captain  Ramsey  remained  in  charge  of 
the  boat,  to  follow  in  two  hours,  whilst,  in  command  of  the  mounted 
force,  I  proceeded  up  the  river  by  laud.  On  reaching  Eodgers'  planta- 
tion, two  miles  below  Clarke's,  in  order  to  cut  off  every  means  of 
escape,  I  divided  my  force,  leaving  Lieutenant  Shelton  in  command  of 
twenty  men,  with  instructions  to  remain  an  hour  at  Kodgers'  and  then 
move  forward  on  the  direct  road.  I  took  the  remaining  thirty  men, 
marched  by  a  circuitous  route  through  the  swamps,  by  reason  of  the 
recent  rains  almost  injpassable,  and  gained  the  roads  leading  into 
Saint  Francis  County  and  up  the  river  just  in  time  to  bag  the  soldiers 
and  citizens  who  were  fleeing  from  Lieutenant  Shelton.  None  escaped. 
I  delivered  six  prisoners  to  the  provost-marshal  last  night,  and  have 
in  my  possession  two  horses,  two  saddles  and  bridles,  which  I  will  turn 
in  to  the  proper  authorities.  One  horse  was  killed.  The  other  prison- 
er.s  in  the  disguise  of  citizens  were  with  their  friends  trading,  without 
horses  and  unarmed.  I  was  largely  indebted  for  my  success  to  the 
very  correct  information  furnished  by  the  guides,  Messrs.  Fisher  and 
Bogy,  in  regard  to  the  roads.  On  the  23d  instant  there  had  been  two 
trading  boats,  the  Lady  Pike  and  May  Duke,  at  the  landing  exchang- 
ing supplies  for  cotton.  One  man  had  permits  for  goods  to  the  amount 
of  $1,600.  The  shore  was  lined  with  salt  and  flour  barrels,  &c.  I 
carefully  examined  these  supplies,  but  found  nothing  of  a  contraband 
nature.  The  permits  Avere  in  proper  form  and  the  goods  agreed  in 
kind  and  quality  with  the  invoices.  The  papers  were  all  approved  by 
Major-General  Dana  and  countersigned  by  Captain  Bryson,  of  the 
Navy.  A  Mr.  Hews,  one  of  the  owners  of  the  May  Duke,  had  remained 
to  finish  up  the  business.  The  boats  seemed  to  have  been  in  a  great 
hurry,  as  the  cotton  had  been  taken  on  board  and  the  stores  piled  upon 
the  shore,  to  be  taken  away  at  leisure  by  the  purchasers,  who,  as  the 
captures  verified,  were  in  one  case  out  of  every  four  bona  fide  rebel 
soldiers.  Unable  to  detect  any  fraud  in  the  papers  or  anything  con- 
traband in  the  goods,  and  having  been  instructed  by  the  general  to 
interfere  in  no  way  with  authorized  and  legal  cotton  trading,  my  duty 
was  at  an  end  and  I  embarked  my  men  upon  the  steamer,  which  had 
just  arrived,  and  returned  to  Helena.  But  I  cannot  forbear  to  express 
a  regret  at  what  seems  to  me  to  be  a  suicidal  policy,  of  furnishing  aid 
and  comfort  to  the  enemy  by  feeding  and  clothing  them.  By  authoriz- 
ing such  trade  the  Government  appears  to  me  to  be  guilty  of  treason 
against  itself.  Such,  of  course,  is  not  the  intention,  but  such  is  the 
result. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

J.  N.  WASSON, 
Captain,  Mghty- seventh  Illinois  Mounted  Infty.,  Comdg.  Scout. 

Capt.  T.  C.  Meatyard, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas. 
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FEBRUARY  26-28, 1865.— Expedition  from  Pine  Bluff  to  McMiUey's  Farm 
Ark.,  with  skirmish  (27th)  at  McMiUey's  Farm,  ' 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Col.  James  M.  True,  Sixty-second  Illinois  Infantry. 
No.  2.— Capt.  George  W.  Suesberry,  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Col.  James  M.  True,  Sixty-necond  Illinois  Infantry. 

Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  March  l,  1865. 
A  scout,  commanded  by  Oaptain  Suesberry,  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cav- 
alry, attacked  Captain  Maybery's  guerrilla  baud  about  twenty-five 
miles  from  this  place  on  north  side  the  river.    Killed  8  and  captured  3. 

JAMES  M.  TRUE, 
Colonel  Sixty-second  Illinois  Infantry,  Commanding. 

Maj.  John  Levering, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  2. 
Report  of  Capt.  George  W.  Suesberry,  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Company  L,  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry, 

Pine  Bluff,  Arh.,  March  1,  1865. 
SiE :  In  obedience  to  orders  I  received  on  the  26th  day  of  February, 
1865, 1  assumed  command  of  a  detail  of  sixty  men  of  the  Thirteenth 
Illinois  Cavalry,  and  proceeded  to  the  north  side  of  the  Arkansas 
River  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  scout.  I  landed  the  last  boat-load 
of  my  command  across  the  river  at  10  o'clock  at  night  of  the  26th,  and 
then  started  for  the  McMilley  farm,  which  was  my  destination.  Marched 
all  night;  arrived  at  Wabbaseca  Bayou  at  daylight,  when  I  found  the 
bridge  out  of  repair,  wliich  repaired,  and  crossed  the  bayou.  Resumed 
the  march  and  arrived  at  my  destination  at  8  p.  m.  on  the  27th.  There 
I  found  Captain  Maybery,  of  the  Confederate  Army,  with  fifty  men.  I 
had  a  sharp  skirmish  with  them  (the  enemy),  which  lasted  about  thirty 
minutes.  Killed  8  of  Captain  Maybery's  command  and  took  2  prisoners. 
Cai>tured  3  mules  and  2  horses.  Completely  routed  the  enemy  and 
burned  their  camps,  all  without  getting  any  of  my  men  hurt.  Lost  3 
horses.  After  routing  the  enemy  I,  with  my  command,  took  dinner  on 
the  ground  formerly  occupied  by  the  enemy,  and  fed  our  horses  off  their 
forage,  &c.  Rested  my  command  about  two  hours,  then  resumed  march 
for  Pine  Bluff.  Marched  back  to  Mrs.  Patton's  farm;  there  camped  for 
the  night.  Mrs.  Patton  furnished  130  pounds  of  bacon,  also  forage  for 
our  horses,  for  which  I  gave  receipts.  On  the  28th  resumed  march. 
Arrived  at  Pine  Bluff'  at  10  a.  m.  after  a  brief  stretch  of  two  days  and 
nights.    Scout  arrived  without  the  loss  of  a  man. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  SUESBERRY, 
Captain  Company  L,  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  Comdg.  Scout. 

First  Lieut.  S.  Monte  Cambern, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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FEBRUARY  27,  1865.— Skirmish  near  Sturgeon,  Mo. 

Beport   of  Lieut.  Luther    T.    Hayman,  Ninth    Missouri    State    Militia 

Cavalry. 

Sturgeon,  February  37,  1865. 
I  came  upon  Jackson  and  party  jnst  before  dark.  Did  not  succeed 
in  killing  any;  tliiuk  two  are  severely  wounded,  but  made  their  escape 
in  tlie  darkness.  Captured  five  horses  and  several  guns,  pistols,  &c. 
Two  of  my  men  wounded.  Will  take  their  trail  at  daylight  in  the 
morninff.    Thev  are  going  in  the  direction  of  Perche  Hills. 

L.  T.  lIAYMAiT, 

Lieutenant,  t&c. 
Lieutenant  Clarke. 


MARCH  1-12,  1865. — Expedition  from  Baton  Rouge  to  Jackson  and  Clin- 
ton, La. 

Beport  of  Maj.  Gen.  Francis  J.  Eerron,  TJ.  8.  Army,  commanding  North- 
ern Division  of  Ijouisiana. 

Headquarters  I^orthern  Division  of  Louisiana, 

Baton  Rouge,  La.,  March  14,  1865. 

General:  The  cavalry  returned  on  the moi^ning  of  the  12th  instant, 
having  been  out  just  twelve  days,  and  during  the  very  worst  weather 
we  have  had  this  season.    All  the  bridges  had  been  swept  away,  and 
it  was  necessary  to  rebuild  those  over  White's  Bayou,  Kedwood,  and 
the  Comite,  and,  indeed,  the  road  for  almost  the  entire  distance  from 
Redwood  to  the  Comite  had  to  be  repaired.    Had  there  been  no  delay 
or  change  in  the  movement  above,  this  column  could  readily  have  gone 
to  Liberty  and  the  railroad,  but  as  it  is  the  movement  undoubtedly  had 
the   desired  eftect.    General  Bailey  made  his  headquarters  at  the 
Comite,  and  sent  portions  of  his  force  into  Jackson  and  Clinton  twice. 
Scott's  force  was  under  orders  to  join  Foi'rest  at  some  point  on  the 
Mobile  railroad,  but  was  kept  back  by  Hodge,  and  is  still  at  the  cov- 
ered bridge  near  Liberty.    The  impression  exists  among  persons  from 
outside  that  in  a  very  short  time  the  entire  country  from  hereto  Vicks- 
burg  will  be  completely  abandoned  by  thtt  rebels,  and  it  is  noticeable 
just  at  this  time  that  there  is  a  strong  disposition  on  the  part  of  almost 
every  one  outside  our  lines  to  get  on  good  terms  with  the  Federal 
authorities.     While  on  this  expedition  General  Bailey  was  unfortunate 
in  losing  seven  Government  teams,  they  being  captured  by  a  portion  of 
Hodge's  command.     It  seems  they  were  after  forage,  and  had  gone 
farther  than  ordered,  when  surrounded  by  a  body  of  rebels,  but  Gen- 
eral Bailey  coming  up  with  re-euforceinents  the  wagons  were  destroyed 
and  the  teams  carried  off.    General  Bailey's  report  has  not  yet  been 
received,  but  will  soon  be  forwarded,  and  will  explain  this  matter  more 
fully.    I  propose  sending  two  regiments  as  far  as  the  Comite  in  a  few 
days  to  stir  them  up  again. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  HEREON, 
Major-General,  Commandina. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  A.  Hurlbut, 

Neip  Orleans. 
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MARCH  3-7,  1865.— Expeditions  from  Bloomfield  into  Dunklin  Countv 
?ounr      ^'"™"^*^^''  (^^  *°^  ^*^)  '^«^''  Bloomfield  and  (4th)  in  Dunklin 

Reports  of  Lieut.  Gol.  Hiram  M.  Hiller,  Second  Missouri  State  Militia 

Cavalry. 

Bloomfielb,  Mo.,  March  4, 1865. 
I  sent  Captain  Campbell,  of  the  Fiftieth  Missouri  Infantry,  with 
fifty  men  of  the  Seventh  Kansas  and  Second  Missouri  State  Militia, 
into  Dunklin  County  yesterday.  They  came  upon  a  company  of  rebels 
twenty-five  miles  below  here  this  morning  and  killed  six  of  them,  includ- 
ing Captain  Howard,  the  leader  of  the  band.  Captain  Campbell  had 
two  men  wounded.  The  report  is  that  Colonel  Clark  is  below  with  75 
or  100  men.  Campbell  is  still  out,  and  1  will  send  him  some  more  men 
immediately. 

H.  M.  HILLEE, 

,  „  Lieutenant-Colonel. 

tieneral  Ewing. 


Bloomfield,  Mo.,  March  ,9,  1865. 
I  will  send  a  force  to  watch  for  Hilderbrand  at  the  Indian  Ford.    My 
men  ran  into  Captain  Howard's  guerrillas  last  Friday  and  killed  the 
captain  and  eight  men.    They  came  upon  Bolin's  gang  Tuesday  and 
killed  two  and  wounded  several. 

H.  M.  HILLER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel. 
Colonel  Beveridge, 

Pilot  Knob,  Mo. 


MARCH  4,  1865.— Affair  near  Pine  Bluff,  Ark. 

Report  of  Capt.  John  H.  Norris,  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Company  M,  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry, 

Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  March  5,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  according  to  orders,  I  proceeded 
with  thirty  men  of  our  regiment  (Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry)  yester- 
day to  repair  the  telegraph.  Left  Pine  Bluff  at  noon.  Hindered  and 
turned  out  of  my  way  three  miles  by  high  water.  After  the  line  was 
i'ound  in  running  order  by  the  repairer,  I  started  in  a  southwest  direc- 
tion with  a  hope  of  coining  in  contact  with  some  guerrilla  baud  or  rebel 
scout  (being  heretofore  credibly  informed  of  three  haunts  and  places  of 
rendezvous).  About  sunset  1  came  upon  the  trail  of  the  enemy  near 
Doctor  Ursury's;  could  get  no  definite  information  from  Ursury's 
family;  they  represented  them  to  be  about  fifty  strong.  I  started  upon 
their  trail,  and  the  ground  being  quite  soft  I  was  enabled  to  follow  by 
occasionally  dismounting  to  examine  which  way  they  went  when  the 
road  forked.  About  9  o'clock  my  advance  vedette  perceived  a  light 
some  distance  ahead.  I  halted  tiie  column  and  sent  two  men  ahead  to 
reconnoiter;  they  reported  the  enemy  encamped  in  and  around  some 
houses  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  aliead.  I  instantly  moved  forward 
with  fourteen  men  dismounted,  intending  to  draw  tijeirfire  and  retreat 
to  my  horses  (which  were  to  follow  at  a  respectable  distance  in  rear), 
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mount,  and  cliarge  with  revolver  and  saber.  Drawing  near  I  deployed 
my  fourteen  dismoiinted  men  as  skirmishers  and  moved  up  within  forty 
yards  of  their  camps,  fired  two  volleys  with  carbine,  which  so  completely 
surprised  them,  and  threw  them  into  sncli  consternation,  that  I  imme- 
diately ordered  a  charge,  which  order  was  readily  and  gallantly  obeyed, 
completely  routing  them  from  their  camps  and  also  from  all  the  houses 
in  which  they  had  taken  .shelter.  They  were  panic-stricken  and  tied 
in  every  direction.  I  found  the  command  to  consist  of  Captain  Kidd, 
Lieutenant  Dixon.  Lietitenant  Eraillie,  and  twenty-four  men.  I  only 
know  of  five  being  killed;  don't  know  how  many  wounded.  Cap- 
tured 2  prisoners,  14  horses  and  5  mules,  10  stand  of  arras,  3  U.  S. 
cavalry  saddles,  and  2  U.  S.  cavalry  curb  bridles.  Not  one  of  my  men 
hurt,  though  1  was  closely  grazed  myself  in  two  or  three  places.  I 
had  necessarily  to  travel  a  circuitous  route  on  my  return,  because  I 
knew  nothing  of  the  country  or  the  roads.  1  started  back  immediately. 
Arrived  this  morning  at  7  o'clock,  having  traveled  not  less  than  fifty- 
five  miles.  Not  being  able  to  convey  the  arms  in  I  destroyed  them  all, 
except  three  which  are  returned  to  post  headquarters.  The  horses  and 
mules  are  turned  over  to  the  quartermaster,  the  saddles  and  bridles 
are  at  regimental  headquarters.  Inasmucli  as  the  citizens  in  the 
country  adjacent  the  road  are  using  the  telegraph  wire  for  various 
l>urposes,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  summary  punishment  be 
inflicted  wherever  any  of  the  wire  is  found. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  NOEEIS, 

Captain  Company  M,  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  Comdg.  Scout. 
Lieut.  S.  Monte  Oambern, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Pine  Bluff,  Ark. 


MAECH  5-12.  1865.— Scouts  from  Waynesville  to  Hntton  Valley,  Rolla, 

and  Lebanon,  Mo. 

Report  of  Maj.  John  Ji.  Kaiser,  Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Post  of  Waynesville, 

Waynesville,  Mo.,  March  1.3, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  my  report  of  scouts, 
marches,  &c.,  required  by  General  Orders,  No.  25,  headquarters  District 
of  JRolla.,  series  of  1863,  for  the  week  ending  March  12,  18G5: 

March  5,  upon  reliable  information  being  received  at  this  post  con- 
carning  a  band  of  guerrillas  that  were  in  this  vicinity,  I  sent  Sergt.  S. 
B.  Louis  with  six  enlisted  men  in  pursuit  of  them.  Andrew  Lawson,  a 
citizen  of  Waynesville,  was  captured  by  those  guerrillas  some  eight 
miles  north  of  this  place,  and  was  taken  from  thence  as  far  south  as 
Houston,  Mo.,  and  was  shot  by  them.  The  sergeant  while  in  pursuit 
of  them  found  the  body  of  Lawsou  at  that  place.  The  sergeant  pursued 
them  as  far  south  as  Button  Valley,  having  met  with  no  success,  return- 
ing on  the  10th  instant,  having  marched  150  miles.  March  5,  some  guer- 
rillas were  reported  as  being  in  another  direction.  I  sent  Sergt.  David 
Asten  with  five  enlisted  men  in  pursuit  of  them.  The  sergeant  returned 
on  the  6th  instant,  having  met  with  no  success,  marching  thirty  miles. 
March  6,  Capt.  James  Quinn  and  escort  returned  from  Rolia  Mo 
having  manjhed  sixty-four  miles.  March  9,  Sergt.  John  Y.  Baldwin  and 
s«|uad  returned  from  scout.  Met  with  no  success,  having  marched  100 
miles.    March  10,  Sergt.  J.  H.  Hees  with  eight  enlisted  men  started  as 
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escort  with  Government  train  to  Lebanon,  Mo.,  returning  on  tlte  12th 
instant,  having  marched  sixty  miles.  March  11,  Lieut.  U.  Bates  with 
eight  enlisted  men. was  sent  to  Holla,  Mo.,  to  escort  Waynesville  post 
train  to  this,  returning  on  the  llith  instant,  having  marched  sixty-four 
miles.  A  stage  escort  of  six  men  is  furnished  daily  from  this  post  to 
the  Oalifornia  House,  who  travel  fifteen  miles. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  KAISER, 
Major,  Commanding  Post. 
Capt.  J.  H.  Stegeb, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Molla,  Mo. 


MARCH  7,  1865.— Skirmish  with  Indians  eighty  miles  west  of  Fort  Lamed, 

Eans. 

Report  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  James   R.  Ford,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry, 
commanding  District  of  Upper  Arkansas, 

Headquarters  District  of  Upper  Arkansas, 

Fort  Eiley,  March  19,  1865. 
General:  Your  telegrams  of  18th  just  received.  Indians  attacked 
a  train  eighty  miles  west  of  Fort  Larned  on  the  night  of  the  7th,  but 
were  driven  off.  Second  II.  S.  Infantry  has  arrived  and  been  stationed 
as  follows:  One  company  here,  one  at  Saline,  one  at  Ellsworth,  two  at 
Zarah,  and  thr.ee  at  Larned.  Will  immediately  establish  post  at  or 
near  old  Fort  Atkinson.  I  will  need  at  least  250  more  horses  to  mount 
my  cavalry.  Requisitions  for  horses  for  my  regiment  have  been  sent 
in.  Captain  Boyd  is  at  Leavenworth  and  will  attend  to  it.  We  need 
pack-saddles.  I  start  for  Larned  in  the  morning.  Shall  go  through 
in  one  day.  All  cavalry  will  be  (concentrated  at  Larned  immediately, 
except  enough  to  keep  up  courier-line.  Lieutenant  Baldwin,  artillery 
officer,  has  been  ordered  in.  I  wish  you  would  send  me  a  good  artillery 
tactician  in  his  place.  I  need  one  immediately. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  e.  FORD, 
Colonel  and  Brevet  Brigadier-General,  Commanding  District. 

Major-General  Dodge, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri. 


MARCH  7-15,  1865.— Scout  from  Glasgow  to  the  Perche  Hills,  Mo. 
Report  of  Capt.  John  D.  Meredith,  Thirty-ninth  Missouri  Infantry. 

Glasgow,  March  26,  1865. 

Lieut.  J.  H.  Waite, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  District  of  North  Missouri: 

Lieutenant:  I  herewith  transmit  you  report  of  a  scout  made  by 

me  in  the  Perche  Hills.     I  have  since  made  another  scout  in  the  same 

locality,  a  report  of  which  I  will  forward  you  in  a  few  days. 

Respectfully,  yours,  &c.,  „^^„,„ 

^  ^)  J        >        >  J   jj   MEREDITH, 

Captain  Company  D,  Thirty-ninth  Missouri  Volunteers. 
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Glasgow,  Howard  County,  Mo.,  March  24, 1865. 
Lieutenant:  In  compliance  with  telegraphic  orders  from  Brig.  Gen. 
C.  B.  Fisk,  commanding  District  of  North  Missouri,  I  have  the  honor 
to  send  you  the  following  report : 

Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Sub-District  of  Howard, 

No.  16.  \  Glasgow,  Mo.,  March  7,  1865. 

Captain  Meredith,  Company  D,  Thirty-ninth  Regiment  Missouri  Volunteers,  with 
twenty  men,  will,  in  accordiince  witli  telegraphic  dispatch  from  Brigadier-General 
Fisk,  proceed  forthwith  to  hunt  down  the  notorious  guerrilla  Jim  Jackson  and  his 
nefarious  band,  and  all  other  bushwhackers.  Will  be  particular  to  have  good  order 
and  discipline  observed  by  his  command,  returning  as  soon  as  pursuit  proves  fruit- 
less. 

By  order  of: 

ED.  A.  KUTZNER, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 
Capt.  John  D.  Meredith, 

Company  D,  Thirty-ninth  Regiment  Missouri  Volunteers. 

In  obedience  to  the  above  order,  with  Lieutenant  Self  and  twenty 
men  of  my  company  and  two  citizens  as  guides,  I  started  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  7th  instant  in  search  of  guerrillas,  moving  in  the  direction 
of  what  is  known  as  the  Perche  Hills,  in  Howard  and  Boone  Counties. 
After  scouting  the  country  for  two  days  without  gaining  any  informa- 
tion of  importance,  I  sent  Lieutenant  Self  with  several  men  to  the 
house  of  Mr.  Lewis  Barnes,  the  only  loyal  man  I  could  learn  of  In  that 
part  of  the  country,  to  ask  him  to  accompany  us  as  guide.  The  men 
whom  I  had  with  me  for  that  purpose  I  found  did  not  know  the  country 
thoroughly.  The  lieutenant  found  Mr.  Barnes  at  home,  too  unwell  to 
go  with  us,  but  willing  to  do  all  he  could.  He  gave  him  the  names  of 
l)arties  in  the  neighborhood  most  likely  to  harbor  guerrillas,  and  conra- 
quently  most  likely  to  be  cognizant  of  their  haunts  and  hiding  places. 
In  order  to  gain  the  desired  information,  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Self  and 
four  men  to  disguise  themselves  as  bushwhackers,  visit  the  houses 
indicated,  receive  any  aid  voluntarily  ofiered,  and  learn  if  possible  the 
camp  (if  any)  of  the  bona  fide  guerrillas,  I  with  the  remainder  of  the 
command  stopping  in  camp  to  give  the  lieutenant  time  to  perform  his 
mission.  After  waiting  two  or  three  hours  I  followed  the  lieutenant 
until,  coDung  to  the  liouse  of  Anthony  Drane,  I  stopped  to  feed  and 
make  inquiries.  After  asking  about  feed  I  asked  Mr.  Drane  if  he  had 
seen  or  heard  of  any  troops  being  in  the  neighborhood.  He  answered 
no.  Had  he  seen  or  heard  of  any  bushwhackers?  No.  Had  he  seen 
any  strange  men  passing  about?  No.  I  then  told  him  I  thought  I  had 
seen  tracks  leading  to  the  house,  but  the  ground  was  frozen  and  I 
could  not  tell  positively.  He  said,  "  There  have  been  no  men  here,  and 
I  have  not  seen  any  passing."  At  this  time  one  of  my  men  came  and 
whispered  tome  that  Lieutenant  Self  was  outside  the  house  and  wished 
to  see  me.  I  went  out,  and  the  lieutenant  told  me  he  had  stopped  Avith 
his  squad  at  the  house  in  the  morning;  that  he  had  asked  Mr.  Drane  if 
he  knew  of  any  Federals  being  about,  and  was  answered,  "no."  The 
lieutenant  then  asked  him  if  he  knew  where  any  of  the  boys  were,  as 
he  wished  to  get  with  them.  Mr.  Drane  told  him  he  did  not,  but  that 
he  himself  was  a  "Southern  man  from  the  ground  up,"  and  that  he 
wanted  the  lieutenant  and  his  men  to  come  in  and  get  dinner.  The 
lieutenant  told  him  he  was  afraid  to  stop  for  it,  but  if  he  had  any  eggs 
his  (Self's)  men  would  like  to  have  a  few.  Mr.  Drane  told  hini  he 
should  have  them,  and  going  into  the  house  soon  had  a  large  number 
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of  eggs  cooked  and  brought  to  tlie  boys.  He  (Drane)  then  asked 
Lieutenant  Self  if  he  could  do  anything  more  for  him.  Self  told  him 
that  one  of  his  men  needed  a  pair  of  socks,  and  if  he  (Drane)  could 
give  him  a  pair  he  (Self)  would  be  obliged  to  him.  Drane  went  in  the 
house  and  got  a  pair  of  socks  and  gave  tliein  to  Lieutenant  Self, 
remarking  as  he  did  so  that  he  wished  they  were  betti  r  (they  had  been 
worn  and  washed),  as  when  he  gave  he  liked  to  give  the  best.  Lieu- 
tenant Self  then  took  his  leave,  Mr.  Drane  telling  him  the  best  roads 
to  travel  to  avoid  Federal  scouts,  should  any  be  out. 

After  my  conversation  with  Lieutenant  Self  I  reentered  the  house, 
and  in  the  presence  of  several  of  my  men  questioned  Mr.  Drane  closely. 
He  persisted  in  saying  he  had  seen  or  heard  of  no  one.  I  ordered  my 
men  to  mount,  and  detailed  a  corporal  and  two  men  to  set  fire  to  the 
premises,  which  was  done.  Lieutenant  Self  and  his  men  (still  in  dis- 
guise) had  visited  several  other  houses  in  the  neighborhood,  the  resi- 
dents of  which  professed  to  be  Southern  men.  They  did  not  seem  so 
particularly  anxious  to  assist,  but  told  Lieutenant  Self  he  might  rest 
assured  they  never  would  report  on  him.  I  let  it  be  known  that  I  had 
burned  Mr.  Anthony  Drane's  house  and  why  I  did  it;  that  I  considered 
parties  who  would  willingly  harbor  bushwhackers  (or  men  supposed  to 
be  such)  equally  guilty  with  outlaws  themselves,  and  that  they  must 
either  take  every  opi^ortunity  of  reporting  them  to  the  proper  authori- 
ties or  leave  the  country.  If  they  did  not,  I  would,  as  far  as  in  my  power, 
treat  them  with  the  same  severity  I  would  a  guerrilla.  This  was  in 
the  eastern  part  of  Howard  County.  From  this  point  I  moved  down  on 
to  Perche  Creek,  scouting  the  brush  on  the  creek  and  its  tributaries,  but 
without  success,  as  I  could  get  no  information  from  any  of  the  citizens 
as  to  bushwhackers,  roads,  localities,  or  anything  else,  and  I  became 
satisfied  that  a  large  majority  of  the  citizen  s  of  this  region  would  harbor 
guerrillas.  After  camping  at  night  I  sent  a  sergeant  Avith  twelve  men 
to  the  residence  of  Joseph  Graves,  in  Boone  County,  to  feed.  On  his 
return  the  sergeant  told  me  he  thought  Mr.  Graves  was  a  bad  man,  and 
that  he  had  expressed  himself  in  the  most  disloyal  manner.  On  start- 
ing in  the  morning,  wishing  a  guide  to  a  place  known  as  Dripping 
Spring  Meeting-House,  I  sent  a  corporal  to  bring  Graves  along  to  pilot 
us  to  said  place.  After  they  had  overtaken  the  column  (which  they 
did  after  we  had  moved  a  short  distance)  Lieutenant  Self  had  a  con- 
versation with  Graves,  in  Avhich  he  (Graves)  told  the  lieutenant  that  he 
had  always  been  a, Southern  man,  and  that  he  had  had  no  cause  to 
change  his  principles.  The  lieutenant  asked  Graves  if  he  had  seen 
any  bushwhackers  lately.  He  answered  that  he  had  not.  Lieutenant 
Self  then  asked  him  if  he  would  have  reported  on  them  if  he  had. 
Graves  answered,  "No,"  as  it  might  get  him  into  trouble.  Lieutenant 
Self  then  asked  him  the  question,  "Would  you  feed  guerrillas  and  not 
report  them  to  the  authorities'?"  Graves  answered,  "I  would  not 
report  on  anybody."  I  asked  Graves  a  number  of  questions  and 
received  the  same  answers.  Tlie  conversation  took  place  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  lieutenant,  myself,  and  several  others  who  were  riding  with 
the  advance.  I  had  one  or  two  other  men,  Avhom  I  had  arrested  for 
uttering  disloyal  sentiments,  with  me  at  the  time.  They  plainly  and 
boldly  said  they  had  been  Southern  men  at  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
and  were  so  yet;  that  they  had  had  no  reason  to  change  their  prin- 
ciples. I  told  them  such  men  could  not  live  in  that  country;  that  they 
must  leave  either  the  State  or  go  to  some  mibtary  post  and  remain. 
If  they  did  not,  they  must  take  the  consequences.  Graves  I  retained, 
and  after  more  conversation  with  him  ordered  his  execution.  I  consid- 
ered him  a  quiet,  determined,  and  dangerous  man;  a  man  of  some 
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influence  and  one  wLo  could  and  would  do  more  harm  by  his  acquies- 
cence and  aid  (unarmed  though  he  was)  than  if  he  were  in  the  brush 
with  his  revolvers  belted  around  liiiii.  "Desperate  diseases  require 
desperate  remedies,"  and  the  disease  is  getting  desjierate  when  the 
number  of  guerrillas  is  rapidly  increasing  in  a  country,  and  a  large 
l>roportion  of  the  citizens  are  ready  and  willing  to  harbor  and  aid  tliein. 
The  killing  of  a  few  such  men  will  do  more  good  than  anything  else  for 
a  country  like  the  Perche  and  Blackfoot  Hills,  for  it  will  deter  others. 
Where  guerrillas  cannot  be  fed  without  being  reported  they  cannot 
remain.  We  were  in  sight  of  the  bushwhackers  several  times,  and  I 
did  my  best  to  come  up  with  them,  chasing  them  for  two  days,  but 
found  it  impossible  to  come  up  with  them,  as  the  citizens  would  almost 
invariably  put  me  upon  the  wrong  trail. 

There  is  but  one  Union  family  in  the  Blackfoot  Hills,  and  this  is  the 
family  of  a  Federal  soldier  (named  Schwabe,  I  think).  This  family  told 
me  the  guerrillas  were  harbored  in  the  neighborhood;  that  they  had 
seen  them  several  times  within  a  few  days  riding  about,  accompanied 
by  three  or  four  young  women.  After  scouting  about  for  a  day  or  two 
1  concluded  to  divide  my  squad,  and  did  so,  sending  Lieutenant  Self 
with  ten  men  and  one  of  the  guides  up  the  east  side  of  Perche  Creek 
to  meet  me  at  a  given  point  at  the  expiration  of  two  days.  With  the 
other  ten  men  and  one  guide  I  started  up  the  west  side  of  Perche,  but 
after  going  some  distance,  hearing  of  seme  bushwhackers  (through 
negroes),  1  divided  my  men  again,  taking  four  men  with  me  and  sending 
the  remainder  to  scout  the  Franklin  Hills.  About  this  time,  receiving 
information  from  a  most  reliable  citizen  that  a  sister  of  Bill  Hines  was 
staying  at  a  house  in  the  neighborhood,  and  that  I  would  probably  find 
Hines  and  his  brother  (both  notorious  bushwhackers)  about  there,  1 
started  in  search  of  them.  On  arriving  at  the  house  mentioned  the 
family  denied  to  mo  that  Miss  Hines  had  been  there,  but  finally 
admitted  it,  and  I,  knowing  that  the  Hines'  had  been  at  the  house  a 
number  of  times  to  visit  her,  I  burned  the  house  and  ordered  the  owner 

(Mrs. )  to  either  leave  the  State  or  go  to  a  military  post  to  live. 

Here  I  got  on  the  trail  of  two  men,  whom  from  description  I  thought 
to  be  Lewis  Hoard  and  Younger  Grubbs  (bushwhackers),  and  followed 
it  to  Brick  Chapel  Meeting-House,  but  not  being  able  to  find  Hoard  and 
Grubbs,  and  losing  all  trace  of  them,  I  started  on  my  return  to  Perche 
Creek.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  Brick  Chapel  a  family  resided  who  had  a 
son  in  the  brush  (I  have  forgotten  the  name,  as  I  have  lost  my  memo- 
randa). They  had  harbored  and  fed  him  for  months.  My  informants 
here  were  negroes,  but  1  questioned  them  closely,  and  was  perfectly 
satisfied  of  the  truth  of  their  statements.  I  had  a  conversation  with 
the  lady  of  the  house,  and  she  expressed  herself  in  the  most  disloyal 
manner.  I  burned  the  house,  as  it  was  a  harboring  place  for  guerrillas. 
Lieutenant  Self  found  no  guerrillas,  nor  did  he  destroy  any  property 
on  his  route,  but  reported  to  me  that  he  saw  a  squad  of  the  Ninth  Mis- 
souri State  Militia  (a  lieutenantand  seventeen  men),  who  were  reportiuf 
themselves  to  the  citizens  as  a  portion  of  the  "  Thirty -ninth  Missouri^ 
from  Glasgow,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Johnson."  The  other 
squad  of  my  command  burned  the  residence  of  Bas.  Maxwell  and 
ordered  him  to  leave  that  part  of  the  country.  Maxwell  is  notoriously 
one  of  the  worst  men  in  the  country.  Doctor  Holman,  surgeon  of  the 
Thirty-ninth  Eegimeut  Missouri  Volunteers,  sometime  ago  gave  me  his 
name  and  a  statement  of  his  deeds  and  doings,  all  proving  him  a  dan- 
gerous man.  The  squad  who  burned  his  house,  however,  did  it  on 
information  received  at  the  time  in  the  neighborhood.  With  the  three 
squads  we  scouted  the  country  thoroughly,  but  it  raining  and  the  roads 
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becoming  almost  impassable,  I  decided  on  returning  to  camp,  which  I 
did,  arriving  at  Glasgow  on  the  15tli  instant.  Though  the  order  head- 
ing this  report  is  the  only  written  one  I  received,  my  verbal  instructions 
from  Colonel  Kutzrier  were  not  to  stop  at  county  or  district  lines,  and 
to  treat  aiders  and  abettors  Avith  the  same  severity  I  would  armed  bush- 
whackers. On  my  return  the  colonel  told  me  I  need  not  make  any 
rei)ort  to  him,  and  he  therefore  does  not  know  what  I  did.  I  maintained 
good  order  and  discipline  in  my  command. 
Eespectfully  submitted. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  I).  MEREDITH, 
Captain  Company  2),  Thirty-ninth  Infantry  Missouri  Volunteers. 

Llndorsecueut.] 

Headquaeters  Distkict  op  North  Missouri, 

Macon,  Mo.,  March  31, 1865. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  Major-General  Dodge,  commanding  De- 
partment of  the  Missouri,  for  his  information. 

Captain  Meredith  will  be  continued  in  arrest  while  1  wait  instruc- 
tions from  department  headquarters.  The  captain,  I  believe,  makes  a 
truthful  statement.  I  have  made  diligent  inquiry  of  the  best  citizens 
of  Boone  County,  and  learn  that  the  parties  burned  out  were  notorious 
for  harboring  bushwhackers,  and  one  or  two  of  the  destroyed  dwell- 
ings were  simply  of  the  lowest  class  of  bawdyhouses,  and  where  the 
guerrillas  did  congregate  most.  No  order  for  the  destruction  of  prop- 
erty or  the  killing  of  an  unarmed  citizen  ever  emanated  from  my  head- 
quarters. I  have  no  doubt,  however,  that  there  are  100  families  in 
Boone  and  Howard  Counties  who  ought  to  emigrate  or  die.  It  seems 
to  be  a  difficult  matter  to  remove  them.  There  is  hardly  a  bushwhack 
feeder  or  harborer  in  the  district  that  cannot,  if  ordered  away,  procure 
certificates  from  Union  men  that  he  has  been  a  faithful,  honest  citizen. 
Men  who  occupy  high  positions  of  honor  and  trust  will,  for  a  fee, 
undertake  the  salvation  of  the  devil  himself.  In  the  spring  and  sum- 
mer of  1864  one  Truman,  a  detective,  was  sent  into  my  district  by 
General  liosecrans,  with  orders  to  do  as  Captain  Meredith  has  done. 
Truman  killed  several  citizens,  burued  houses,  and  sequestered  much 
property.  He  was  arrested,  imprisoned,  tried  by  military  commission, 
found  guilty  of  murder,  arson,  and  larceny,  and  sentenced  to  be  hnng. 
He  is  now  at  large.  Most  of  the  witnesses  and  informants  against 
Truman  have  been  murdered  and  burned  out  by  parties  as  yet 
unknown. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


MARCH  7-25,  1865.— Operations  about  Licking.  Mo. 

Report  of  Capt.  William  Monks,  Sixteenth  Missouri  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Tost  op  Licking, 
Licldng,  Texas  County,  Mo.,  March  25, 1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  scouts  for  the  month 
of  March,  1865:  ,       ^ 

March  7,  Sergeant  Mustion  with  twenty  men  left  camp;  was  absent 
five  days;  killed  1  man,  captured  2  horses;  marched  120  miles; 
returned  March  12,  1865.  March  14,  Sergeant  Walker  with  twenty- 
two  men  left  camp;  was  absent  six  days;  killed  Iman;  marched  160 
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miles;  returned  to  camp  20th  March.  Corporal  Maroney  with  ten  men 
left  camp;  was  absent  three  days;  marched  eighty-four  miles;  returned 
March  17.  March  15,  Corpl.  W.  F.  Geaslin  with  six  men  left  camp ;  was 
absent  three  days;  killed  1  man,  captured  5  horses  and  1  mule; 
marched  seventy- five  miles;  returned  March  18.  March  16,  Corporal 
Kin  ft- with  eight  men  left  camp;  was  absent  two  days;  killed  1  man. 
Bushwhackers  killed  2  U.  S.  horses  and  1  of  Captain  Samples'  horses. 
Marched  forty-six  miles.  March  38,  Sergeant  Craddock  with  seven 
men  left  camp;  was  gone  two  days;  killed  1  man,  captured  2  horses; 
marched  fifty-seven  miles;  returned  March  20.  March  22,  Sergeant 
Walker  with  twelve  men  left  camp;  was  al)seut  two  days;  wounded 
2  men,  captured  3  horses ;  marched  eighty-three  miles;  returned  March 
24.  Lieutenant  Hazard  with  twenty-three  men  left  camp;  still  out; 
March  23,  Corporal  Sullivan  with  eight  men  left  camp;  still  out.  Total 
miles  marched,  625.  Total  u)en  killed,  5.  Total  horses  killed,  2  United 
States,  1  private  horse.  Total  horses  captured,  12.  Total  mules  cap- 
tured, 1. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  MONKS, 
Captain,  Commanding  Company  K,  Sixteenth  Missouri  Cavalry. 

Colonel  Morrill, 

Commanding  District  of  lioUa,  Rolla,  Mo. 


MARCH  9-15,  1865. — Scout  from  Cape  Girardeau  into  Bollinger,  Wayne,  and 

Stoddard  Counties,  Ho. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Hiram  M.  Hiller,  Second  Missouri  State  Militia 

Cavalry. 

Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  March  15, 1865. 
Lieut.  Robert  Davis,  Company  F,  Second  Cavalry  Missouri  State 
Militia,  with  twenty  men,  returned  last  night  from  a  scout  of  seven  days 
in  Bollinger,  Wayne,  and  Stoddard  Counties.  lie  reports  killing  Lieu- 
tenant Reed,  of  Howard's  guerrilla  coniiiauy,  and  5  men,  and  capturing 
2  horses,  with  no  casualty  on  his  side. 

H.  M.  HILLER, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel. 
Maj.  H.  Hannahs, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Saint  Louis  District,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. 


MARCH  9-15,  1865.— Scout  from  Fort  Lamed  to  Crooked  Creek,  Kans. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Richard  W.  Jenkins,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry. 

Fort  Larned,  Kans.,  March  15, 1865. 
Lieut.  J.  E.  Tappan, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fort  Riley,  Kans.: 
Sir  :  In  reporting  this  scout  we  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  trans- 
mit a  copy  of  our  jourual  as  giving  a  more  complete  record  of  the  past 
eight  days'  work  than  could  otherwise  be  given  you. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

R.  W.  JENKINS, 
First  Lieut.,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry,  Commanding  Scout 

H.  D.  JANES, 

Scout,  &c. 
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[Inclosure.] 

Copy  of  the  journal  of  general  seout. 

Thursday,  March"  0,  18G5,  left  Fort  Larned,  Kans.,  pursuant  to  ver- 
bal instructions  from  the  colonel  commanding  district,  with  sixty-seven 
men,  in  company  with  the  stage  escort,  at  2  p.  m.  Traveled  over  a  roll- 
ing prairie  to  Coon  Creek,  twelve  miles,  wlierc  we  arrived  at  5  p.  m. 
Foimd  good  water  and  plenty  of  buffalo  grass,  but  very  little  wood. 
Friday,  30th,  broke  camp  on  (Joon  Creek  at  7  a.  m.  A  steady  drive  up 
the  Arkansas  bottom  for  eight  hours  brings  us  to  camp  No.  2;  dis- 
tance traveled,  thirty  miles.  At  12  m.  we  struck  a  burnt  district,  which 
we  are  still  in.  No  grass  to  be  found  except  on  an  occasional  island ; 
fuel  plenty.  Saturday,  11th ,  left  camp  this  a.  m.  at  5  o'clock.  At  8  a.  m. 
we  reached  the  point  where  the  road  leaves  the  bottom  and  where  we 
determined  to  cross  the  river.  At  this  point  we  bid  farewell  to  the 
stage  escort,  and  packing  what  corn  and  rations  we  could  (leaving  the 
balance  on  the  ground  until  our  return)  we  crossed  the  Arkansas, 
landing  safe  on  the  south  bank  at  11  a.  m.  Immediately  pulling  outiu 
a  southwest  course,  we  struck,  about  three  miles  from  tbe  crossing,  a 
wagon  and  lodge-pole  trail  which  led  us  to  Mulberry  Creek.  Follow- 
ing up  that  stream  for  nine  miles  we  made  camp  No.  3  at  3  p.  m. 
Found  plenty  of  wood,  but  no  grass,  and  water  only  in  pools.  Saw 
to-day  the  first  fresh  Indian  sign,  and  about  sundown  the  jiickets 
reported  the  approach  of  two  Indians ;  but  they,  discovering  our  where- 
abouts, did  not  come  within  reaching  distance.  Sunday,  12th,  leftcamp 
at  8  a.  m.,  and  following  up  Mulberry  a  mile  and  a  half  we  struck  the 
wagon  and  lodge-pole  trail  which  in  two  hours  carried  us  ou  to  a  high 
ridge  which  we  thought  to  be  the  divide  between  Mulberry  and  Crooked 
Creeks,  and  which  is  almost  entirely  destitute  of  wood,  grass,  and 
water  (a  little  of  the  latter  to  be  found  in  pools).  At  2  p.  m.,  thinking 
the  trail  was  taking  us  too  far  to  the  west,  we  left  it  and  struck  directly 
south.  At  4  p.  m.  we  came  in  sight  of  a  stream,  supposed  to  be  Crooked 
Creek.  In  following  down  the  divide  to  one  of  its  branches  we  struck 
a  fresh  lodge-pole  trail  supposed  to  have  been  made  by  the  band  (after- 
ward reported  to  be  fifteen  strong)  that  discovered  us  last  night.  At 
about  12  m.  to-day  we  discovered  a  heavy  coluum  of  smoke  directly 
south  of  us,  supposed  to  be  on  the  head  of  the  headwaters  of  one  of  the 
branches  of  Crooked  Creek.  The  smoke  was  visible  the  balance  of  the 
day.  Went  into  camp  about  5  p.  m.  on  a  small  branch.  Found  plenty 
of  wood,  water,  and  grass.  About  7  p.  m.  we  discovered  a  fire  a  short 
distance  below  us.  Upon  examination  there  proved  to  have  been 
about  100  camp-fires,  some  of  which  were  still  burning.  We  also 
found  a  trail  of  about  forty  lodges  coming  from  the  direction  of  the 
headwaters  of  Mulberry  Creek,  crossing  this  branch  at  this  point  a 
few  hours  previous  to  our  arrival,  and  running  due  east.  Monday, 
13th,  left  camp  at  8  a.  m.,  and  following  this  branch,  which  runs  due 
south,  we,  at  12  m.,  struck  Crooked  Creek.  Following  down  that 
stream  (which  runs  south  of  east)  until  2  p.  ra.,  when,  discovering  an 
Indian  (supposed  to  be  on  picket)  to  the  north,  we  changed  our  course 
toward  that  point.  As  we  proceeded  the  Indians  became  very  plenty 
in  every  direction  and  all  making  toward  a  body  of  timber  m  our  front. 
About  4  o'clock  one  of  the  Indians  came  to  us,  giving  up  his  arms  and 
reported  himself  an  Arapahoe,  of  Little  Eaven's  band.  That  chief,  he 
said,  had  been  killed.  He  led  us  to  their  village,  consisting  of  twenty- 
four  lodges,  which  was  deserted  (apparently  in  great  haste)  and  sig- 
naled his  chief  to  come  to  us  from  the  blufits,  where  we  could  see  a 
good  many  warriors  and  almost  any  amount  of  squaws  and  papooses. 
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The  chief,  after  some  hesitation,  came  to  us,  aud  shaking  hands,  invited 
us  to  the  village,  doubtless  for  a  "  talk."  But  we  thought  best  to  move 
on  up  the  creek  and  let  the  talk  go  for  the  present.  J'roceeding  up 
this  branch  (whose  course  is  due  south)  about  a  mile  we  fouud  another 
village  of  eighteen  lodges,  also  deserted.  Marching  about  a  mile  far- 
ther tip  the  creek  we  went  into  camj)  about  7  o'clock  with  plenty  of 
wood,  water,  and  grass.  We  learned  from  our  captive  and  his  chief 
that  the  Comanches,  numbering  from  1,000  to  1,500  warriors,  were 
encamped  on  the  Cimarron  about  twenty  miles  distant  from  this  vil- 
lage, and  that  the  Apaches  and  Kiowas,  numbering  from  500  to  800, 
were  encamped  on  Crooked  Creek  about  six  miles  below  this  point. 
This  report  we  believed,  from  the  fact  of  seeing,  soon  after  leaving  our 
course  down  the  creek,  a  heavy  column  of  smoke  arise  from  the  timber 
on  that  stream  at  a  point  Ave  had  aimed  to  strike.  Judging  from  this 
information,  and  from  the  increasing  signs  of  large  bodies  of  Indians 
in  our  immediate  vicinity,  we  thought  it  would  not  be  advisable  to 
destroy  the  villages  that  we  passed  through.  To-day  we  have  crossed 
innumerable  fresh  trails  of  from  50  to  200  ponies  running  in  all  direc- 
tions. Aft«r  resting  for  three  hours  we,  at  10  p.  m.,  again  broke  cam[» 
and  traveled  a  due  uf)rth  course  and  arrived  at  our  old  camp  ou  Mul- 
berry Creek  (camp  No.  3)  at  5  o'clock,  where  we  rested  until  10  a.  m., 
when  we  again  pulled  out,  following  the  wagon  and  lodge-pole  trail  out 
to  the  Arkansas  River,  which  it  struck  about  200  yards  from  our  deposit 
of  corn.  Crossing  the  river  at  1  p.  m.  we  stopped  two  hours  to  feed, 
and  then  moved  down  to  camp  No.  2,  where  we  arrived  at  8  p.  m. 
Wednesday,  15th,  left  camp  at  7  a.  m.  and  reached  Fort  Larned  at  3 
p.  m.  and  reported  to  Captain  Moses,  commanding  post. 

R.  W.  JENKINS, 
Lieutenant,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry,  Commanding  Scout. 


MARCH  10-13,  1866.— Scout  from  Little  Rock  to  Clear  Lake,  Ark.,  with 

skirmish  (11th)  at  Clear  Lake. 

Report  of  Col.  James  M.  True,  Sixty-second  Illinois  Infantry. 

Pine  Bluff,  March  13, 1865. 
Seven  men  of  the  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry  have  just  come  in  wlio 
state  that  they  left  Little  Eock  on  Friday  last,  with  Captain  Giesler,  ou 
a  scout.  That  they  were  surprised  and  scattered  on  Saturday  near 
Clear  Lake  by  a  force  of  rebels  numbering  near  200,  and  that  a  large 
])ortion  of  this  party  was  killed  or  captured.  These  men  will  be  sent  to 
Little  Hock  by  first  boat. 

JAMES  M.  TRUE, 
Colonel  Sixty-second  Illinois   Veteran  Infantry,  Commanding. 
Lieut.  Col.  John  Leveeing, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Little  Rock. 


MARCH  11,  1865.— Affair  near  the  Little  Blue  River,  Mo. 

Report  of  Col.  Chester  Harding,  jr.,  Forty-third  Missouri  Infantry,  com- 
manding Fourth  Sub-District,  Central  District  of  Missouri. 

Hdqes.  Fourth  Sub-Dist.,  Central  Dist.  of  Missouri, 

Kansas  City,  March  15, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  general  com- 
manding the  district,  that  on  Saturday  last,  the  11th  instant,  1  placed 
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one  of  my  men  upon  the  "Warren sburg  stage  as  driver  and  placed  three 
more  inside,  for  the  purpose  of  catching  the  two  or  three  bushwhackers 
who  have  recently  been  robbing  passengers.  The  stage  was  attacked 
by  iive  men  about  three  miles  below  the  Little  Blue.  My  men  gave 
them  battle  and  drove  them  oft',  killing  one,  mortally  wounding 
another,  and  killing  a  third.  The  remaining  two  got  re-enforcements 
and  again  attacked  the  stage  with  fifteen  men.  The  driver  endeavored 
to  escape  with  the  stage,  but  was  overtaken  and  robbed,  and  one  horse 
was  taken  from  tbeteam;  the  other  men  and  a  passenger  took  to  the 
brush  and  made  good  their  escape  to  Independence.  The  command- 
ing officer,  Maj.  B.  K.  Davis,  at  Independence,  has  no  cavalry,  but  he 
pressed  twenty-eight  horses,  mounted  men  upon  them,  and  pursued 
the  bushwhackers.  At  the  same  time  I  ordered  a  company  of  infantry 
to  be  stationed  at  the  crossing  of  the  Little  Blue,  and  a  party  of 
cavalry,  dismounted,  to  be  stationed  at  Lee's  Summit  on  the  prairie 
half  way  from  Independence  to  Pleasant  Hill.  I  also  directed  Major 
Mnllins,  commanding  at  Pleasant  Hill,  and  requested  the  command- 
ing officer  at  Lexington  to  send  out  mounted  scouts.  The  result  of 
these  operations  has  been  to  show  that  the  bushwhackers  scattered 
near  the  line  of  the  railroad.  My  men  are  still  scouting,  but  have 
come  across  none  of  the  guerrilla  party.  I  have  re  established  the 
escort  for  the  stage,  but  cannot  keep  it  up  for  more  than  a  day  or  two, 
for  my  cavalry  is  all  about  to  be  mustered  out. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHESTER  HAKDING,  Jr., 
Colonel,  Commanding  Sub-District. 
Capt.  C.  G.  Laurant, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Central  District  of  Missouri. 


MARCH  12,  1865. — Affair  near  Lone  Jack,  Mo. 

Report  of  Maj.  Alexander    W.  Mullins,  First  Missouri   State  Militia 

Cavalry. 

Pleasant  Hill,  Mo.,  March  13, 1865. 
My  foot  scout  has  just  returned.  Had  a  fight  last  night  two  miles 
east  of  Lone  Jack  with  two  bushwhackers.  The  latter  escaped,  though 
one  of  them  went  off'  evidently  wounded.  My  men  captured  two 
revolvers  from  them.  My  men  had  privately  sunounded  a  house,  and 
these  bushwhackers  afterward  came  to  it,  when  the  fight  occurred. 

A.  W.  MULLINS, 

Major. 
Colonel  Harding, 

Kansas  City. 


MARCH  12-23,  1865.— Scout  from  Lewisburg  into  Yell  and  Searcy  Coun- 
ties, Ark. 

Report  of  Col.  Abraham  H.  Ryan,  Third  Arkansas  Cavalry  { Union). 

Lewisburo,  March  23, 1865— 7. 30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant  Boles,  Third  Arkansas,  returned  this  p.  m.  from  twelve 
days'  scout  in  Yell  County.    Coffee  is  expected  daily  in  that  section  to 
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come  from  Centre  Toint,  with  300  men,  to  take  away  wneat  from 
Fourclie  la  Fave  Bottom.  Boles  killed  a  few  rebels  near  Danville. 
Sergeant  Arnold  returned  from  scont  to  Searcy  County,  killed  2  rebels, 
had  1  man  wounded.  Rebels  are  getting  quite  numerous  in  vicinity  of 
Dover  and  Illinois  Bayou.  I  think  tliey  are  expecting  to  re-enforce 
McRae  and  Dobbin  east  of  White  Kiver,  or  the  latter  to  come  through 
Dover  eu  route  south.  If  the  former,  it  will  be  to  annoy  your  railroad 
communications. 

Respectfully, 

A.  H.  RYAN, 

Colonel. 

Lieut.  Col.  John  Leveeing, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Little  Bock. 


MARCH  15-21,  1865. — Scout  from  Fort  Sumner,  N.  Mex. 

Report  of  Lieut.  James  C.  Edgar,  First  Neic  Mexico  Cavalry. 

FouT  Sumner,  N.  Mex.,  March  22,  18G5. 
Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the 
major  commanding,  that,  pursuant  to  Special  Orders,  No.  3.3,  dated 
headquarters  Fort  Sumner,  N.  Mex.,  March  14, 18G5,  I  left  this  post  on 
the  morning  of  the  15tb  instant  with  one  noncommissioned  ofiBcer  and 
four  privates,  for  tbe  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  truth  or  falsity  of 
certain  reports  leceived  at  this  post  in  regard  to  dejiredations  committed 
by  Indians  from  this  reservation  and  to  bring  to  this  place  all  Navajo 
or  Apache  Indians  that  I  might  meet  with.    On  the  loth,  16th,  and 
17th  instant  I  examined  tlie  country  lying  between  this  post  and  Mr. 
Hamilton's  ranch  on  the  Rio  Conchas.     I  found  no  sign  of  Indians, 
and  from  all  the  information  I  could  get  from  persons  of  whom  I  made 
inquiries,  I  judge  there  have  been  no  Indians  in  that  section  of  country 
for  some  months  ]iast.    At  Mr.  Hamilton's  ranch  I  iriade  strict  inquiries 
in  regard  to  Indians  being  on  the  Rio  Turpentino,  and  whether  they 
had  been  killing  stock,  ns  was  reported  here,  but  from  all  I  could 
hear  on  this  matter  T  am  led  to  believe  that  the  reports  made  by 
parties  in  Las  Vegas  in  reference  to  the  Navajoes  stealing  and  kill- 
ing sheep  and  cattle  are  without  the  least  foundation.     These  reports 
were  first  started  by  pfeons,  who,  it  is  quite  likely,  first  sold  the  sheep  and 
then,  to  save  themselves,  like  many  other  men  in  this  Territory  of  a 
little  higher  standing,  but  of  the  same  species,  laid  it  to  the  account 
of  the  unfortunate  Navajoes.    About  the  time  these  sheep  are  said  to 
have  been  stolen,  a  party  of  Navajoes  who  were  out  on  pass  for  the  pur- 
pose of  hunting,  brought  into  this  post  and  turned  over  to  Brigadier- 
General  Crocker,  then  in  command,  500  sheej),  Avhich  were  lost  in  a 
snow-storm  and  found  by  the  Indians  some  thirty- five  miles  above  here. 
Information  to  the  effect  that  the  sheep  were  here  and  that  the  owner 
could  get  them  was  sent  to  the  ranches  above  here.     The  owner  came 
down  and  the  sheep  were  given  to  him.    Now,  it  does  not  look  quite 
consistent  that,  at  the  very  time  these  sheep  were  brought  down,  a  part 
of  the  same  Indians  were  stealing  stock  from  the  same  herds  that  the 
sheep  mentioned  were  lost  froin.    I  left  Hamilton's  ranch  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  18th  iTistant  and  proceeded  to  Anton  Chico.     I  made  inquiries 
of  herders  whom  I  passed  on  the  road,  if  they  were  troubled  by  the 
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Navajoes  or  Apaches,  and  tliey  all  informed  luc  that  there  had  been 
uo  Indians  there  for  several  months.  At  the  town  of  Anton  Ghico  I 
was  told  tlie  same.  On  the  19th  1  came  to  Mr.  J.  M.  Giddiugs'  ranch, 
on  the  Pecos.  On  my  arrival  there  it  was  reported  to  me  that  the 
Navajoes,  to  the  number  of  twenty-five  or  thirty,  were  encamped  on  the 
river  some  ten  miles  above,  and  that  they  had  been  stealing  and  killing 
cattle  belonging  to  farmers  on  the  river.  As  it  was  near  night  when  I 
arrived  at  Mr.  Giddings' I  did  not  go  up  that  evening;  but  on  the 
morning  of  the  20th  I  took  one  non-commissioned  officer  and  two  men 
and  made  a  thorough  examination  of  the  country  for  fifteen  miles  up  the 
river.  I  could  find  no  sign  of  Indians,  nor  could  I  find  any  one  that 
could  either  show  me  where  the  Indians  had  been  or  to  whom  the 
stock  that  they  had  killed  belonged.  I  ani  of  the  opinion  that  a  large 
share,  if  not  all,  of  the  reports  in  regard  to  the  Indians  killing  stock 
originate  in  this  way.  No  one  can  show  any  proof  that  the  reports  are 
true,  but  at  tlie  same  time  they  credit  and  circulate  them  about  the 
country.  On  the  night  of  the  20th  1  encamped  at  the  Alamo  Gordo, 
and  on  the  21st  returned  to  this  post,  meeting  no  Indians  on  my  entire 
trip. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  0.  EDGAR, 
First  Lieutenant,  First  New  Mexico  Cavalry. 
Lieut.  Charles  T.  Jennings, 

First  California  Gav.  Vols,  and  Post  Acljt.,  Fort  Sumner,  N.  Mex. 


MARCH  17-20,  1865.— Expedition  from  Pine  Bluff  to  Bass'  Plantation,  Ark. 
Report  of  Capt.  Gurnsey  W.  Davis,  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry. 

Gamp  Thirteenth  Cavalry  Illinois  Voltjnteees, 

Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  March  21,  1^65. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  safe  return  of  the  scout  of  100 
men  which  left  Pine  Bluff  on  the  17th,  and  of  which  I  had  command.  I 
crossed  to  the  north  side  of  the  Arkansas  River  on  the  morning  of  the 
17th;  proceeded  by  way  of  Doctor  Jones'  and  Colonel  Withers'  plan- 
tations to  Five  Forks  Bayou;  crossed  Five  Forks  and  passed  through 
about  five  miles  of  horrible  swamp  road,  and  reached  Hull's  back  plan- 
tation just  at  dark.  Made  a  halt  of  about  an  hour,  and  until  it  became 
quite  dark,  when  I  proceeded  to  Creed  Taylor's  plantation,  where  i 
learned  that  Vaugine  was  at  home  on  Doctor  Bass'  place,  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  distant,  and  where,  if  possible,  I  intended  to  sur- 
prise and  capture  him.  Upon  receiving  such  information  I  immediately 
proceeded  with  the  column  to  within  a  short  distance  of  the  house  in 
which  Vaugine  was;  dismounted  fifteen  of  my  men,  leaving  the  remain- 
der at  a  halt,  and  went  forward  to  surround  the  house,  when,  just  as 
we  were  getting  over  the  fence  around  the  dooryard,  one  of  my  bugles 
that  was  with  the  rear  guard  sounded  (the  rear  guard  having  got  lost 
from  the  column  in  the  darkness  of  the  night)  and  spoiled  my  plan. 
Vaugine,  at  the  sound  of  the  bugle,  sprang  from  his  bed  and  made 
his  escape.  His  wife  informed  me  that  he  had  no  intimation  of  our 
approach  until  the  bugle  sounded,  and  that  we  would  undoubtedly 
have  captured  her  husband,  together  with  a  soldier  of  his  by  the  name 
of  Smith  that  was  at  the  same  house  and  escaped  with  Vaugine 
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After  flndiug  ii.y  bird  Lad  flown  I  proceeded,  by  Walker's  or  the  Ashby 
plautation,  to  Benjamin  llichardsou's  and  camped  at  1  a.  "'•  Mai«li  1»^ 
My  rear  guard  did  not  come  up  with  lue  again,  but  made  the  be^t  ot 
their  way  backto  Pine  Blufl,  undoubtedly  on  double-quick  tune.  From 
SSaTdJon's  I  went  through  by  ^wan  Lake  ami  struck  he  r.ver  at 
Lewis'.  Proceeded  down  the  river  to  General  Williams'  and  camped 
for  the  night,  Vaugine  playing  around  us  at  a  respecttul  and  sate  uis- 
tance,  showing  himself  at  certain  points,  I  suppose  more  for  annoyance 
than  for  any  purpose  of  attack.  i?„„,,h 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th  commenced  gathering  up  cattle,  h  ounrt 
them  generally  very  poor.  As  far  as  possible  1  avoided  taking  milch 
cows  and  work  oxen  belonging  to  citizens  living  on  their  own  planta- 
tions. Camped  on  the  night  of  the  19th  at  Lewis  Loggs'.  On  20th 
reached  Pine  Bluff  with  about  ninety  head  of  cattle— very  poor  beet, 
but  the  best  to  be  had  at  this  season.  Grossed  the  river  on  steamer 
Argosy.    Returned  to  camp  at  5  p.  m.  ,     ,.     .  + 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  DAVIS, 
Captain,  Thirteenth  Cavalry  Illinois  Volunteers,  Comdg.  Scotit. 

Capt.  Guy  S.  Alexander, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Of  the  within  umety  head  of  cattle  at  least  twenty  head  are  entirely 

unfit  for  beef.  ^ ,    ^^   ^ 

G.  W.  D. 


MAECE  18-30,  1865. — Expedition  from  Fort  Gibson  to  Little  River  and 

HUlabee,  Ind.  Ter. 

No.  1.— Capt.  Maxwell  Phillips,  Thiril  Indian  Home  Guard  (Kansas)  Infantry. 
No.  2. — Charles  O.  Davis,  Chief  of  Scouts. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Capt.  Maxwell  Phillips,  Third  Indian  Home  Guard  {Kansas) 

Infantry. 

FoKT  Gibson,  C.  N.,  March  30,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  the 
commanding  officer  Third  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Seventh  Army 
Corps,  on  the  18th  day  of  March,  1865, 1  took  command  of  a  detachment 
consisting  of  foUr  companies  of  the  First  Indian  Regiment  and  two 
companies  of  the  Third  Indian  Regiment,  in  all  324  men,  and  proceeded 
southwest  in  the  direction  of  We-wo-ka.  At  Deep  Fork,  fifty  miles 
from  Fort  Gibson,  I  found  the  stream  too  much  swollen  by  recent 
rains  to  be  fordable.  A  mounted  scout  of  the  enemy  was  on  the  oppo- 
site bank  when  I  reached  it.  They  immediately  retreated.  I  ordered 
four  mounted  scouts  to  swim  over  aud  scout  the  country  in  front,  and 
proceeded  to  construct  a  raft  to  cross  my  command  on.  Three  of  the 
scouts  ordered  over  crossed,  and  found  that  the  enemy  had  consisted  of 
fifteen  or  twenty  men,  and  that  they  had  retreated  and  scattered. 
Henry  Parris  (scout)  behaved  in  a  cowardly  manner,  refusing  to  cross 
when  ordered  to,  and  did  not  cross  till  after  I  had  crossed  with  a  por- 
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tioii  of  my  infantry.  I  crossed  my  command  over  Deep  Porli  partly  on 
a  raft,  partly  on  driftwood,  and  partly  by  swimming-,  and  continuing 
in  a  southwesterly  direction,  crossed  North  Fork,  which  I  found  quiet 
low,  and  arrived  at  We-wo-ka,  eighty-five  miles  southwest  of  Fort  Gib- 
sou,  on  the  2J:th  instant.  From  We-wo-ka  I  sent  scouts  to  Little  River 
lown,  twenty  fave  miles  southwest,  and  to  Hillabee,  twenty  miles  east, 
and  to  Canadian  River,  twenty  miles  southeast.  The  scouts  returned 
and  reported  no  enemy,  but  the  evidence  that  parties  had  been  into 
both  Little  River  and  Hillabee  about  a  week  previous,  and  that  they 
had  driven  large  herds  of  cattle  in  a  southwesterly  direction.  The 
scouts  Irom  Little  River  reported  that  the  iron  bridge  across  Little 
Kiver  was  broken  down,  and  that  the  greater  portion  of  the  wrought- 
irou  rods  and  bars  were  taken  away.  Finding  no  enemy,  I  returned 
and  reached  Fort  Gibson  on  the  30th  instant.  I  found  considerable 
quantities  of  cattle  on  the  route,  especially  between  Deep  Fork  and 
JNorth  lork.  There  are  no  citizens  now  living  in  that  part  of  tliecoun 
try.  I  was  unable  to  find  any  grain.  The  mounted  scouts  under  Mr. 
Davis  were  altogether  unacquainted  with  that  country.  With  the  par- 
ties sent  to  Little  River  and  Hillabee  I  mounted  Indians  on  transpor- 
tation mules  for  guides.  My  transportation  consisted  of  fifteen  pack- 
mules.  I  find  pack -mules  considerably  superior  to  wagons  for  a  com- 
mand without  artillery  marching  through,  that  country,  as  they  can 
pass  over  mountain  roads  and  narrow  passes  impassable  for  wagons, 
and  travel  faster. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  PHILLIPS, 
Captain,  Third  Indian  Regiment,  Commanding  Detachment. 
UoMUG.   Officer  3d  Bkig.,  3d  Div.,  7th  Army  Corps. 


No,  2. 

Report  of  Charles  O.  Davis,  Chief  of  Scouts. 

Fort  Gibson,  C.  N.,  March  31, 1865. 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  to  you: 
On  the  19th  instant  1  was  ordered  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dole,  com- 
manding Third  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps,  to  take 
six  men  and  report  to  Captain  Phillips  in  command  of  a  detachment 
of  troops  that  went  southwest  as  far  as  We-  w^o-ka.  I  started  with  J.  H. 
Greene,  John  McDonald,  Jos.  Pugh,  and  Jeff.  Davis,  citizen  scouts; 
Charles  Hicks  and  Henry  Parris,  detailed  soldiers.  On  the  20th  I 
overtook  Captain  Phillips'  command  about  twenty -five  miles  west  from 
this  point.  I  reported  to  the  captain  and  he  ordered  me  to  proceed  to 
the  Council  Ground  and  drive  some  beef-cattle  to  that  point  for  the 
command,  which  I  did.  We  there  rested  a  short  time  until  the  com- 
mand moved  up.  The  captain  then  ordered  me  to  take  my  men  and 
go  south  as  far  as  Hillabee,  on  the  South  Canadian.  He  also  sent  an 
Indian  pilot  with  me.  I  camped  that  night  within  three  miles  of  the 
command.  On  the  21st  I  attempted  to  cross  the  Deep  Fork  of  the 
North  Fork  of  the  Canadian,  but  found  it  impossible,  it  being  very 
high.  I  turned  up  the  said  stream  and  met  the  command  at  the  ford. 
I  reported  to  the  captain.  He  said  he  was  glad  that  we  did  not  cross.  He 
sent  one  of  my  men  back  to  Fort  Gibson  that  night.  We  made  a  raft 
of  logs  tied  together  with  ropes,  but  failed  in  crossing.    The  next  morn- 
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ing  the  captain  ordered  me  to  send  four  of  my  men  with  their  horses 
across  the  river.  They  hesitated  some  time,  as  they  considered  it  very 
dangerous.  They  agreed  for  one  of  the  Indians  to  take  their  horses 
and  cross.  The  captain  tried,  but  could  not  get  any  mau  to  attempt  iu 
crossing.  He  tben  gave  peremi)tory  orders  that  the  river  had  to  be 
crossed.  My  men  made  several  desperate  efforts  to  cross,  but  failed. 
Again  they  tried  two  ponies,  loose  and  clear  of  incumbrance.  They  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  them  across.  I  then  hired  a  negro  to  take  another 
horse  across,  which  he  did.  The  captain  then  dashed  precipitately  into 
the  river  and  witli  the  support  of  a  jmncheon  he  crossed.  Jos.  Pugh  fol- 
lowed and  overtook  him  before  he  crossed;  J.  H.  Grreene and Je&'.  Davis 
crossed  also;  Jos.  Pugh  recrossed.  Greene  and  Davis  went  with  the 
captain  out  some. five  or  six  miles  south  and  returned  the  same  night. 
On  the  same  evening  Mit-ka-hut-ka.,  chief  of  the  Creek  Indians,  con- 
structed a  raft  made  of  logs  tied  together  with  ropes.  The  next  morn- 
ing we  swam  our  horses,  including  pack-mules,  &c.  We  then  crossed 
ourselves  and  transportation  on  the  raft.  The  captain  then  ordered  me 
to  take  three  of  my  men  and  proceed  to  the  Korth  Fork  of  the  Canadian. 
I  did  so  and  camped  three  miles  from  the  command  in  front.  On  the 
24th  I  reported  to  Captain  Phillips.  He  ordered  me  to  take  my  men 
and  proceed  to  We-wo-ka  and  there  await  the  arrival  of  the  command, 
which  I  did.  The  next  morning  the  captain  ordered  me  to  take  two  of 
my  men,  with  an  Indian  guide,  and  proceed  to  Little  lliver  Town  and 
report  to  him  the  same  night.  He  also  ordered  me  to  send  three  of  my 
men,  with  a  negro  guide,  to  Hillabeeand  report  to  him  the  same  night, 
which  they  did.  On  the  2Gth  he  told  me  that  I  had  to  drive  a  herd  of 
cattle  to  Fort  Gibson,  and  that  I  might  get  them  where  I  thought  best. 
I  told  him  that  I  would  camp  that  night  eight  miles  west  of  the  Coun- 
cil Ground,  on  Grove  Creek.  He  promised  to  send  a  lieutenant,  with 
twelve  or  tliirteen  men,  to  assist  me  in  driving  cattle.  If  he  sent  them 
they  never  reported  to  me.  The  next  night  I  camped  on  a  tributary  of 
Cane  Creek.  On  the  following  morning  one  of  my  men  was  unable  for 
duty  and  another  one  had  a  broken-down  horse.  I  took  three  men  and 
gathered  about  110  head  of  average  beef  cattle  and  started  with  them. 
In  the  evening  two  of  Captain  Phillips'  teamsters  left  the  command 
about  two  miles  and  came  to  me,  and  drove  in  about  thirty  head  of 
cattle  to  my  herd  that  was  near  by  on  the  prairie.  I  soon  met  the 
captain  with  about  seventyhead  of  cattle.  We  lotted  them  all  thatnight 
at  the  Mcintosh  place.  The  captain  said  that  we  would  camp  the  com- 
mand about  one  mile  and  a  half  from  there,  but  would  next  morning  send 
back  his  mounted  men  to  assist  me  in  driving  the  cattle  to  the  Arkan- 
sas Eiver,  which  he  failed  to  do.  I  waited  until  about  9  o'clock  before 
I  started.  I  then  started  the  cattle  and  drove  them  arortnd  a  prairie 
divide  in  order  to  avoid  brush  thickets.  I  intersected  the  main  Texas 
road,  it  only  being  about  half  a  mile  down  to  Rabbit  Ford,  our  usual 
place  of  crossing  with  cattle.  On  arriving  there  I  found  the  river  not 
fordable.  We  herded  the  cattle  and  rested  our  horses.  I  theu  drove 
the  herd  to  the  Nevins  pen,  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  without  the  loss 
of  one.  I  there  tried  to  lot  them.  They  stampeded  on  sight  of  quite  a 
number  of  Indians  on  foot,  and  scattered  all  over  the  bottom.  I  suc- 
ceeded in  collecting  and  turning  them,  and  they  then  stampeded  and 
scattered  the  second  time.  I  pursued  them  and  brought  the  most  of 
them  back  the  third  time.  By  this  time  the  Indians  were  crowding 
every  path  and  corner  where  they  thought  they  might  chance  to  get 
a  beef.  They  then  commenced  firing;  the  cattle  then  scattered  in 
every  direction.    I  theu  gave  them  up  as  lost.    The  captain  came  up 
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in  the  meantime  and  ordered  me  very  rashly  to  rcgather  that  herd.  I 
told  him  that  it  was  utterly  impossible.  He  said  it  had  to  be  done. 
My  men  being  very  tired  and  their  horses  extremely  jaded,  they  refused 
to  go,  but  finally  I  started  with  the  three  men  who  helped  me  drive  the 
herd  at  first,  and  two  more  of  my  men  that  crossed  the  river,  and  lotted 
between  sixty  and  seventy  head  at  the  Nevins  pen,  about  one  mile 
south  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver. 
I  certify  upon  honor  that  the  above  statement  is  correct. 

CHAKLl'^S  O.  DAYTS, 

Chief  of  Scoutfi. 
Lieut.  Col.  F.  W.  Schatiete, 

Gomdg.  Third  Brigade,  Third.  JHviiiUm,  t^evenih  Army  Corps. 


MARCH   19-23,  1865. — Scout  from  Warrensbnrg  to  Columbus,  Mo.,  with 

skirmish  near  Greenton. 

Report  of  Lieut.    Rush   G.  Learning,    Seventh  Missouri  State   Militia 

Cavalry. 

Camp  Geover,  March  24, 1SG5. 
SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  compliance  with  Special 
Orders,  No.  3,  dated  headquarters  post,  Warrensburg,  Mo.,  March  19, 
1865,  1  left  Camp  Grover  with  a  scout  of  thirty  men,  moving  north  on 
Lexington  and  Warrensburg  road  to  Davis'  Creek;  thence  west,  scout- 
ing the  country  well  to  the  head  of  Davis,  at  which  place  we  found 
signs  of  bushwhackers  having  fed  in  the  woods  near  a  Mr.  Hamlet's, 
whose  son  is  in  tlie  brush  and  was  seen  in  that  immediate  neighborhood 
the  night  before  by  a  Union  man.  Said  Hamlet  had  on  his  farm  five 
shod  horses  in  good  condition,  also  one  double-barreled  shotgun,  loaded, 
which  was  used  (he  affirmed)  in  shooting  wild  geese.  I  brought  in  this 
gun  and  took  from  him  one  horse  to  replace  a  U.  S.  horse  that  had 
become  very  lame.  Hamlet  said  he  had  not  seen  his  son  for  many 
weeks  and  had  forbid  his  coming  to  his  house  or  having  anything  to  do 
with  the  family.  From  the  headwaters  of  Davis'  Creek  I  continued 
west  across  a  small  prairie  by  the  way  of  Hopewell,  striking  the  timber 
south  of  Chapel  Hill,  scouting  through  it;  thence  north  (leavmg  Chapel 
Hill  on  the  west)  up  Greenton  Valley,  and  while  in  the  timber  some  six 
miles  south  of  Greenton,  near  Hook's  farm,  I  came  upon  five  bush- 
whackers. We  immediately  fired  on  them,  ran  them  out  of  the  timber 
across  an  old  field,  where  they  returned  the  fire,  crossed  the  road,  and 
entered  the  thick  brush.  The  ground  here  being  very  miry  I  dismounted 
a  part  of  the  command,  sent  them  after  the  bushwhackers  afoot,  and 
taking  seven  of  the  best  mounted  men,  I  moved  around  the  north  point 
of  the  woods  to  cut  off  their  retreat  into  the  Snibar  Hills.  Before 
reaching  their  regular  crossing-place  1  saw  them  enter  the  timber 
north.  Followed  them  some  five  or  six  miles,  but  found  it  impossible 
to  catch  them,  as  their  horses  were  fresh  and  ours  partly  ridden  down 
before  we  came  onto  them.  After  the  dismounted  men  had  returned 
to  their  horses  five  more  bushwhackers  came  up  the  road  the  first 
passed  on.  The  sergeant  in  command  of  the  squad  I  had  left  at  Hook  s 
farm  started  immediately  in  pursuit,  ran  them  into  the  woods  south  ot 
the  farm,  but  could  not  get  a  shot  at  them.  I  then  moved  up  the  valley 
to  the  town  of  Greenton,  Avhere  I  was  expecting  to  meet  a  scout  trom 
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Lexington.  ]S"ot  meeting?  the  scout,  I  njarcbecl  northeast  of  Greenton, 
tlience  west  (leaving  Wellington  on  the  right  about  four  miles)  to  Thorp's 
Ford,  on  the  Sni,  continuing  west  to  Butler's  Mill,  on  the  Big  Sni,  with 
the  expectation  of  crossing  here  into  Jackson  County,  where  I  supposed 
the  guerrillas  would  go  after  being  driven  from  Greenton  Yalley,  but 
this  stream  was  so  swollen  by  tlie  recent  rains  I  could  not  cross.  I 
then  moved  southeast,  scouting  np  a  branch  of  the  Sni ;  thence  tlirough 
the  timber  east  of  Mr.  Fickle's  farm,  south  of  Mr.  Armstrong's,  to 
(Jolumbua,  returning  to  camp  the  evening  of  the  23d  instant.  I  found 
the  citizens  not  inclined  to  give  iuformation  to  Federals  as  to  guerrillas, 
forage,  or  best  routes  of  travel.  Until  they  were  aware  we  had  run 
bushwhackers  out  of  the  country  they  would  persist  in  saying  they 
had  not  seen  or  heard  of  any  guerrillas  in  that  part  of  the  country  for 
weeks  and  months. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RUSH  G.  LEAMING, 

First  Lieut.  Company  F,  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Gav. 
Maj.  M.  C.  Henslee, 

Commanding  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 


MARCH  20-22,  1865.— Expedition  from  Brashear  City  to  Bayou  Pigeon,  La., 
with  skirmish  (21st)  at  Bayon  Teche,  La. 

Report  of  Col.  Simon  Jones,  Ninety-third  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry. 

Brasheae  City,  La.,  March  22,  18C5. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  general  instructions,  I  wish  to  submit  to  the 
general  commanding  the  following  report  of  an  expedition  which  has 
just  returned  from  Grand  Lake  and  Bayou  Pigeon: 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  20th  instant  a  note  was  received  at  these 
headquarters  from  Captaiu  Leonard,  commanding  naval  fleet  at  this 
post,  asking  for  a  detail  of  men  to  go  on  bonrd  the  boat  No.  49,  and  up 
into  Grand  Lake  for  the  purpose  of  complying  with  a  request  from  Gen- 
eral Cameron  in  bringing  within  the  lines  the  family  of  Mr.  Williams, 
a  Governmeiit  employe  at  this  post.  By  command  of  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Atkins,  then  commanding  post,  a  detail  of  forty  men,  in  charge  of 
a  lieutenant  from  the  Ninety-third  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  was  made, 
embarking  at  7  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  20th.  From  the  report  made 
by  the  officer  commanding  the  detachment  I  can  collate  but  this:  The 
boat  landed  at  Indian  Bend,  eight  miles  above  Franklin,  and  the  detach- 
ment of  infantry  marched  across  to  Bayou  Teche,  distant  one  mile,  see- 
ing but  four  or  live  mounted  and  armed  men,  however.  While  at  Bayou 
Teche  a  party  of  from  twenty-hve  to  thirty  of  the  enemy  rode  down  to 
tlie  bayou  on  its  southern  baTik,  and  dismounting,  fired  a  number  of 
shots  at  my  detachment.  They  then  made  some  movements  toward 
crossing  in  small  skiffs  and  sugar  troughs,  but  were  prevented  by  the 
tire  of  my  men.  The  detachment  remained  near  an  hour  and  a  half 
on  shore  and  then  returned  to  the  boat.  They  gained  little  or  no  infor- 
mation in  regard  to  the  strength  of  the  enemy  in  that  vicinity  but 
were  informed  that  it  was  expected  that  a  flat-boat  would  that  night 
cross  Grand  Lake  from  Pigeon  Bayou  loaded  with  horses  captured  or 
stolen  from  the  La  Fourche  country.  Upon  receiving  this  information 
Captam  Leonard,  of  the  guu-boat,  determined  to  lay  in  wait  for  them 
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at  the  mouth  of  Big  Bayou  Pigeou  and  send  a  messenger  to  the  gun- 
boat Glide,  then  still  at  Brashear,  to  come  up  and  guard  in  like  man- 
ner the  mouth  of  Little  Bayou  Pigeon.  On  leaving  Indian  Bend— I 
must  here,  however,  state  that  the  detachment  from  my  command 
being  short  of  rations  for  this  unexpected  extension  of  absence,  killed 
and  took  onboard  sheep  not  exceeding  ten  or  twelve  in  number,  thou'-ht 
to  be  necessary  to  subsistence.  The  guu-boat  No.  49,  contaiuing  ray 
detachment,  lay  at  the  mouth  of  Big  Bayou  Pigeon  during  the  ni"ht 
but  without  discovering  any  intention  to  cross  the  horses.  Indeedj^the 
nature  of  the  night  (a  steady  gale  blowing  until  morning)  would  doubt- 
less have  prevented  the  execution  of  such  a  project  had  it  been  con- 
templated. The  next  morning,  the  22d  instant,  slie  explored  the  bayou 
for  a  distance  of  eight  miles,  the  yawl,  containing  the  commander  of 
the  guu-boat  and  Lieutenant  Griffin  and  ten  men  of  my  regiment, 
going  four  or  five  miles  farther  up,  discovering  nothing.  They  then 
returned  to  this  post,  leaving  the  Glide  at  Little  Bayou  Pigeon  await- 
ing further  developments  in  regard  to  the  horses,  and  arrived  at  the 
landing  at  7.30  this  evening.  The  family  of  Mr.  Williams,  for  peculiar 
and  domestic  reasons,  could  not  be  induced  to  come  witli  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SIMON  JONES, 
Colonel  Mnety-third  JJ.  8.  Colored  Infantry,  Commandiiuj  Post. 
Capt.  B.  B.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


MARCH  20-22,  1865.— Scout  from  Lexington,  Mo. 

Report  of  JAeut.  Daniel  Shumate,  First  Missoxiri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Lexington,  Mo.,  March  M,  1865. 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  to  you: 
In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  on  the  morning  of  the  20th 
instant  I  marched  from  this  post  in  command  of  eighteen  men  of  my 
company.  I  took  the  Georgetown  road  as  far  as  the  Tabo  Church, 
twelve  miles  east  of  this  post.  I  there  fouTid  a  trail  of  six  bushwhack- 
ers going  west.  1  took  the  trail  and  followed  it  as  far  as  Joel  Ewiug's. 
ISight  came  on  and  I  camped.  During  the  night  a  heavy  rain  fell  and 
put  out  the  trail.  I  took  the  direction,  however,  and  soon  came  to  the 
Widow  Demastus',  and  there  found  that  live  guerrillas  Lad  just  loft 
there,  going  west.  A  young-looking  woman,  said  to  be  the  widow  of 
the  guerrilla  Wilhite,  who  was  killed  a  year  ago,  made  a  great  effort 
to  make  me  believe  that  the  party  that  had  just  left  there  had  gone 
east.  The  mud  was  very  deep,  however,  and  it  was  very  plain  that 
they  had  all  gone  west,  the  same  way  that  they  came  in.  I  took  the 
track,  and  in  half  a  mil^  I  met  five  other  guerrillas  going  east.  1  was 
Avithin  about  300  yards  of  them  when  I  saw  them.  They  discovered 
me  at  the  same  time.  It  was  something  over  a  mile  to  the  timber; 
nothing  in  the  way  but  two  fences  and  deep  mud.  A  desperate  race 
for  life  or  death  ensued.  They  got  to  the  timber  75  or  100  yards  ahead 
of  us.  There  were  several  shots  fired,  and  I  thought  we  wounded  one 
man.  They  then  separated  and  we  followed  three  of  them  five  or  six 
hooi-s.    They  kept  in  the  bush  only  a  short  distance  ahead  of  us.    We 


148  LOUISIANA   AND   THE    TRANS-MISSISSIPPI.  [Chap.  LX. 

ran  our  borses  down  and  were  compelled  to  give  up  the  chase.  We 
rested  our  borses  and  moved  out  to  a  suitable  place  to  camp.  On  the 
22d  I  scouted  tbe  country  south  of  Wellington,  and  became  satisfied 
that  the  guerrillas  had  gone  into  the  Snibar  Hills,  and  owing  to  the 
jaded  condition  of  our  horses  I  thought  it  altogether  impracticable  to 
follow  them,  and  consequently  I  came  in  one  day  sooner  than  I  was 
ordered.  Arriving  in  Lexington  late  in  the  evening  of  the  19th  from  a 
hard  march,  that  being  the  day  you  were  ordered  to  start  me  on  this 
scout,  and  meeting  with  the  guerrillas  at  the  point  I  did,  rendered  it 
impracticable  for  me  to  make  the  connection  with  the  troops  from  War- 
rensburg  as  instructed  by  you.  I  would  earnestly  recommend  the  ban- 
ishment of  the  Widow  Demastus,  with  her  family,  the  Widow  Wilhite 
included.  She  makes  that  her  home.  She  lives  half  a  mile  Avest  of 
the  Columbus  road,  four  miles  north  of  Chatam  Swing's,  near  Mr. 
Powell's,  who  lives  on  the  Columbus  road. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  SHUMATP:, 

Second  Lieut.  Company  /,  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Capt.  William  Meredith, 

Commandiruj  Post. 


MARCH  21-23,  1865.— Scout  from  Pine  Bluff  to  Monticello,  Ark. 

KKPORTS. 

No.  1. — Col.  James  M.  True,  Sixty-second  Illinois  Infantry. 
No.  2. — Cajjt.  John  H.  Nonis,  Tliiiteeutli  Illinois  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Col.  James  M.  True,  Sixty-second  Illinois  Infantry. 

Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  March  25,  18G5. 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  sent  out  a  scout  of  110  men  from 
the  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  uuder  Captain  Norris,  on  last  Tuesday 
evening,  with  instructions  to  go  as  far  as  Monticello,  for  the  purpose  of 
breaking  up  some  conscripting  and  bushwhacking  parties  that  were  in 
that  section  of  country.    They  returned  on  Thursday  evening,  having 


quite  a  quantity  Of  hxed  ammunition,  some  buckshot  and  rifle-balls- 
also  a  small  rebel  mail,  though  nothing  of  importance.     They  also 
brought  in  11  horses  and  0  mules  captured  from  the  enemy.     One  man 
missing  from  the  scout  wliile  on  patrol,  supposed  to  be  captured 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

^  ,      ,  „.  ,  ,  ,„.  JAMES  M.  TllUE, 

Colonel  Sixty -second  Illinois   Veteran  Infantry,  Commandimj. 

Lieut.  Col.  John  Levering, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Little  Bock,  Ark. 
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No.  2. 

Report  of  Capt.  John  H.  N'orris,  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry, 

Ubqrs.  Company  M.  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry, 

Pine  Bluff,  Arlc,  March  24,  1865. 

Captain:  I  have  the  lienor  to  siihiiiit  the  following  report  of  a  scout 
nnder  my  command: 

In  obedience  to  orders,  I  left  this  post  with  112  men  and  two 
oflicers  at  4  p.  m.  Monday  [Tuesday],  21st  instant,  and  marched 
through  Cornersville,  by  way  of  upper  Monticello  road;  thence  on 
the  direct  road  to  within  nine  miles  of  Monticello.  There  I  made  a 
detour  to  the  right  and  came  into  Monticello  on  the  Warren  road, 
arriving  there  at  G.30  a.  m.  Tuesday  [Wednesday],  22d  instant. 
Having  my  column  previously  divided  into  three  divisions,  instantly 
upon  arriving  in  sight  I  sent  one.  division,  under  Lieutenant  Ken 
nedy,  guided  by  Mr.  Boatner,  around  town  to  the  right,  another, 
under  Lieutenant  Orton,  guided  by  Mr.  Milton,  to  the  left,  ordering 
them  to  leave  two  or  more  pickets  at  each  suitable  place  to  guard 
the  town,  which  was  done  in  a  very  few  minutes.  With  remainder  of 
the  men  I  entered  the  town.  There  were  but  few  Confederate  soldiers 
there  that  morning,  and  but  few  shots  were  fired.  Though  they  had 
been  expecting  a  scout  there  for  a  week,  and  kept  the  Pine  Bluff 
roads  guarded  or  picketed,  and  the  soldiers  generally  go  out  of  town 
of  a  night,  yet  they  were  completely  surprised  and  ran  in  all  direc- 
tions, and  unfortunately  some  few  made  their  escape.  There  is  a  band 
of  men  down  there  called  the  "Old  Man's  Company,"  composed  of  men 
exempt  from  conscription.  Their  chief  duty  is  to  return  deserters, 
enforce  the  conscript  laws,  and  furnish,  in  any  manner  they  can,  mili- 
tary information  for  the  enemy.  Some  of  them  who  had  not  left  town 
I  brought  in.  Immediately  upon  entering  the  town  I  proceeded  to 
search  the  houses  for  the  enemy,  sealed  papers,  arms,  or  ammunition. 
This  search  was  conducted  by  the  two  lieutenants  and  resulted  in  tlie 
finding  of  19  musketoons  and  yagers,  G  Richmond  muskets,  3  Entield 
rifles,  9  double  barrel  shotguns,  7  rifles,  2  cans  of  powder,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  fixed  ammunition,  lead,  buckshot,  and  rifle-balls;  also  a 
small  rebel  mail,  which  is  herewith  sent  to  post  headquarters.  Having 
accomplished  all  I  could  in  Monticello,  and  being  credibly  informed  that 
a  battalion  of  Magruder's  cavalry  were  expected  there  hourly  since 
Sunday,  I  was  afraid  it  might  be  transcending  ray  orders  to  go  on  to 
Long  View.  I  therefore  concluded  to  return,  and  on  my  way  back  to 
search  for  Captain  Owen  and  Captain  Kidd,  who  I  learned  were  oper- 
ating through  the  country  toward  Bayou  Bartholomew.  I  moved  out, 
about  10  a.  m.,  through  neighborhood  roads  to  the  residence  of  Lieu- 
tenant Carpenter,  rebel  army,  ten  miles.  Halted,  fed,  got  breakfast, 
and  rested  until  3  p.  m.  As  I  was  just  beginning  to  prepare  to  move 
on,  I  was  attacked  by  fifty  or  sixty  of  Shelby's  men,  under  Captain  Pat- 
terson. They  did  not  come  very  near,  however,  until  our  carbines  con- 
vinced them  of  the  impropriety  and  impracticability  of  such  a  rash  act, 
and  after  rallying  once  and,  making  a  very  feeble  attempt  to  flank  me 
to  the  left,  they  ran  off  promiscuously  to  the  woods.  I  then  moved  slowly 
and  cautiously  to  Mr.  Helm's,  about  six  miles  from  Bayou  Bartholomew, 
and  eighteen  miles  below  Busby's  Bridge;  camped  there  for  the  night. 
Moved  at  sunrise  yesterday  morning,  23d  instant,  on  the  neighborhood 
roads  coming  into  the  lower  Monticello  at  Willson's,  twenty  miles  from 
this  post,  and  from  there  directly  back  to  camp,  arrivnig  about  0  p.  m. 
yesterday,  having  marched  140  miles,  killing  2  and  capturing  11  oi  the 
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enemy;  captnriiip:  19  musketooiis  and  yagers,  7  Eiclimond  muskets,  4 
Enfield  litles,  11.  double-barrel  shotguns,  17  rifles,  15  pounds  powder,  a 
quantity  of  fixed  ammunition  (mostly  for  musketoons  and  shotguns); 
also  a  small  quantity  of  lead,  buckshot,  and  rifle-balls,  and  a  small  rebel 
mail ;  also  11  horses  and  G  mules.  I  ordered  the  arms  broken  and  ammu- 
nition destroyed,  for  want  of  transportation.  The  horses  and  mules  are 
turned  over  to  the  regimental  quartermaster  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cav- 
alry; the  prisoners  to  the  provost-marshal.  One  of  the  prisoners, 
named  John  B.  Manion,  voluntarily  surrendered  himself,  and  desired 
to  be  taken  to  Tine  Bluff  under  guard.  He  can  and  is  willing  to  give 
much  valuable  information,  and  to  conduct  a  party  where  valuable 
prisoners  and  papers  may  be  captured,  and  being  violently  opposed  to 
being  exchanged  or  serving  with  the  rebel  army  any  more,  I  greatly 
desire  that  he'niay  be  examnied  by  the  general  and  released  from  con- 
finement. One  of  my  men  ventured  too  far  out  when  patrolling  (I  sup- 
pose) at  Monticello  and  1  fear  was  captured,  for  he  could  not  be  found 
when  1  assembled  the  men  to  leave.  His  name  is  Benjamin  F.  Hancock, 
])rivate,  Company  I.  JSo  other  casualty.  Mr.  Milton  proved  valuable 
as  a  guide,  having  a  good  knowledge  of  the  country  and  all  the  neigh- 
borhood roads.  Mi-.  Terrel's  horse  gave  out  at  Cornersville  and  he  went 
no  farther.  Captain  Youngs,  formeily  Fifth  Kansas  Cavalry,  rendered 
me  great  service  by  his  skill  and  experience  in  manfiging  my  advance 
guard.  But  I  cannot  express  the  obligations  I  feel  under  to  Mr.  James 
W.  Boatner,  the  other  guide.  He  certainly  deserves  great  credit  for 
his  energy,  sagacity,  skill,  and  prudence;  and  from  his  almost  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  country  and  people  (knowing  every  family  and  every 
pathway),  his  services  are  really  invaluable  as  a  guide. 

Hoping  1  may  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  further  efforts,  I  am,  captain, 
your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  NORRIS, 
Captain,  Commanding  Scout. 

Capt.  GtiT  S.  Alexander, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Pine  Bluff,  Arlc. 


MARCH  22-23,  1865.— Operations  about  Stephenson's  Mill,  Mo. 

Report  of  Capt.  Walter  D.  Jliibhard,  Thirteenth  Missouri  Cavalry. 

Headqxiaetees  Tost  op  Salem, 

Salem,  Mo.,  March  24,  1865. 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  stockade  or  fort  built 
at  Stephenson's  Mill,  sixteen  miles  southwest  of  this  post,  on  Current 
Kiver,  was  burned  on  the  22d  instant,  by  three  bushwhackers,  who, 
after  making  general  threats  of  death  and  destruction  against  any  per- 
son Avho  should  report  them,  and  ordering  the  miller  to  have  a  quantity 
of  meal  ground  for  250  rebels  by  12  o'clock  yesterday,  proceeded  west- 
ward from  the  mill  and  have  not  since  been  heard  of.  I  received  this 
report  on  the  night  of  the  22d,  and  started  Lieutenant  Thornton  with 
twenty  men  early  yesterday  morning  to  make  a  scout  to  tlie  mill,  and 
thence  some  distance  down  Current  Eiver,  with  a  view  of  ascertain- 
ing where  these  bushwhackers  came  from  and  whether  any  baiids  may 
be  expected  in  from  that  direction.  I  have  not  heard  from  the  lieu- 
tenant, and  am  satisfied  that  there  were  but  three  bushwhackers  in  that 
section.  There  have  been  no  troops  stationed  at  the  mill  for  about 
three  weeks  past,  as  I  understand.    Captain  Jones,  commanding  one  of 
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the  citizen  guard  companies  of  this  county  in  a  neighborhood  south- 
west of  this  ])Ost,  reports  that  a  scouting  party  sent  out  by  him  has 
just  returned  and  re.])ort  things  quiet  and  no  sign  of  busliwhackers  in 
his  section.  Inclosed  find  John  P.  Graham's  communication  reporting 
the  burning  of  the  stockade  or  fort. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  ]).  HUBBAKI), 
Captain,  Thirteenth  Missouri  Cavalry   Vols.,  Comiiumdimj  I'ost. 
.   Cai)t.  J.  H.  Steger, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[lucloaure.J 

March  ;r.  [221, 18()5. 
Oapt.  W.  U.  Hubbard, 

Commanding  Post,  Salem,  Mo. : 

Captain  :  There  were  three  bushwhackers  came  to  N.  Stephenson's 
Mill  at  12  o'clock  and  burned  the  fort  and  gave  orders  to  have  meal 
enough  for  250  men  by  to-morrow  atjnst  12  o'clock.  One  of  the  men 
we  knew.  We  know  they  are  bushwhackers,  and  when  they  Jett  they 
went  west.  There  is  a  chance  for  murder  behind.  I  told  them  I  would 
report,  and  they  said  if  I  did  they  would  kill  me.  This  report  is  true. 
Yours, 

JOHJSr  P.  GEAHAM, 


MARCH  23-24,  1865.— Scout  from  Donaldsonville  to  Bayou  Goula,  La. 
Report  of  Gapt.  James  E.  Macklin,  Sixteenth  Indiana  Mounted  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Company  K,  16th  Indiana  Mounted  Ine ty., 

Donaldsonville,  La.,  March  24, 1SC5. 
In  obedience  to  verbal  orders  from  Colonel  Fiske,  received  on  the 
evening  of  the  23d  instant,  I  proceeded  with  Company  K,  Sixteenth 
Indiana  Mounted  Infantry,  to  Bayou  Goula,  at  which  place  I  arrived 
at  midnight.  In  searching  the  town  I  found  two  rebel  soldiers  con- 
cealed in  the  houses.  After  placing  a  guard  over  the  captured  rebels 
I  proceeded  to  Madam  Randolph's  plantation,  situated  about  seven 
miles  from  the  river.  I  arrived  there  at  daybreak  and  surrounded  the 
mills  and  other  houses.  Captain  Brown  and  two  of  his  men  were 
there,  but  escaped,  having  been  warned  of  my  approach  by  some  means. 
I  captured  on  this  plantation  Captain  Brown's  and  one  other  horse,  and 
two  carbines,  abandoned  by  the  enemy  in  the  hurry  of  their  flight. 
After  searching  the  place  I  started  on  my  return  and  arrived  here 
about  4  o'clock  this  evening. 

In  submitting  this  report  I  subscribe  myself,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  MACKLIN, 
Captain  Company  K,  Sixteenth  Indiana  Mounted  Infantry. 

Lieut.  L.  E.  Hall, 

Post  Adjutant. 


MARCH  24,  1865.— Scout  from  Bayou  Boeuf  to  Bayou  Chemise,  La. 
Report  of  Lieut.  Numa  A.  Pomponeau,  First  Louisiana  Cavalry. 

Bayou  Bojiuf,  La.,  March  25,  1805. 
in  pursuance  to  orders  received  from  you,  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
that  yesterday  morning  I  started  from  cam^)  with  six  men  for  the  pur- 
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pose  of  scouting  thiougli  the  swamps  iu  searcli  of  rebels,  or  in  order  to 
discover,  if  possible,  their  number  or  whereabouts.  I  visited  the  house 
of  Pierre  Diegle,  a  man  whose  loyalty  has  been  suspected  for  a  long 
time.  Seeing  that  his  boat  was  not  moored  in  its  accustomed  place,  I 
asked  him  where  it  was.  He  replied,  without  hesitation,  "  My  son  has 
it  fishing."  Scarcely  crediting  this  statement,  I  left  him  in  charge  of 
the  men.  After  having  waited  about  two  hours  for  his  sou's  return  I 
went  into  his  back  yard.  Ilere  I  found  the  uniform  of  two  men  of  my 
company  hidden  under  some  old  lumber,  said  men  having  deserted 
from  my  company  the  night  before  last.  I  asked  Diegle  to  whom  the 
clothing  belonged.  He  said  he  did  not  know,  but  that  he  had  found  it 
near  the  water  and  had  hidden  it  himself.  No\y,  the  point  at  which 
this  man  lives  (at  the  mouth  of  Bayou  Chemise)  is  the  only  point  of 
ingress  the  rebels  across  the  lake  have  for  this  section  of  country.  All 
the  men  who  go  into  the  Confederacy  must  pass  his  Y>lace,  and  the 
doubts  concerning  his  loyalty  are  founded  on  the  suspicion  that  he 
materially  assists  deserters  and  smugglers  across  the  lake.  Again, 
had  his  son  been  fishing  with  the  boat  it  would  have  been  almost 
impossible  for  him  (the  son)  to  have  been  beyond  the  range  of  my  eye- 
sight. Lastly,  colonel,  I  can  say,  setting  aside  my  personal  dislike  for 
the  man,  I  firmly  believe  that  his  son  was,  at  his  instigation,  taking 
the  two  deserters  over  the  lake  at  the  time  I  visited  his  house. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

NUMA  A.  POMPONEAU, 
Second  Lieutenant  Company  K,  First  Louisiana  Cavalry. 
Lieut.  Col.  John  L.  Eice, 

Commanding  Troops,  Bayou  Bceuf. 


MARCH  24,  1865.— Afiair  near  Rolla,  Mo. 

Report  of  Sergt.  John  Y.  Baldwin,  Fifth  Missouri  State  Sniitia  Cavalry. 

Waynesville,  Mo.,  March  26,  1865. 
SiK :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  to  you : 
I  was  ordered,  by  Special  Orders,Fo.  52,  with  six  enlisted  men  to  escort 
Government  train  to  EoUa,  Mo.,  on  the  23d  day  of  this  month.     On  uiy 
way  to  returu,  about  seven  miles  Avest  of  Rollaon  the  Springfield  road 
I,  with  two  of  the  escort,  Avent  into  the  house  of  the  Widow  Yowell  to 
get  a  drink  of  water,  while  the  other  four  sat  down  on  the  side  of  the 
road.    Immediately  an  ofiBcer  and  a  sergeant  and  three  privates,  dressed 
in  Federal  uniform,  made  their  appearance  with  their  revolvers  cocked 
at  the  place  where  the  four  of  my  men  were  sitting,  and  demanded  their 
surrender.    The  men  were  taken  by  surprise  and  surrendered,  when  the 
leader  of  the  gang  made  the  inquiry  whether  there  were  more  of  them. 
The  answer  was  that  three  of  them  were  in  the  house,  when  three 
charged  upon  the  house  and  asked  me  to  surrender.    I  leveled  my  gun 
at  him  and  told  him  that  was  the  way  that  I  would  surrender.     I  tired 
and  shot  him  off  his  horse.    The  balance  of  the  gang,  shooting  in 
through  the  window  after  seeing  their  comrade  killed,  took  refuge  and 
put  to  run,  when  I  and  the  two  with  me  put  after  them  as  hard  as  we 
could  run,  as  we  were  on  foot,  to  recapture  our  comrades,  who  were  also 
on  foot.    Again  I  took  aim  at  one  of  the  gang  and  pierced  him  through 
when  the  balance  of  the  bushwhackers  commenced  shooting  at  the 
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prisoners,  three  of  tlie  prisoners  runuiiig  toward  me  and  one  in  the 
direction  of  Eolla,  who  has  not  been  heard  from  since.  Two  of  my 
men  were  wounded. and  taken  to  Eolla.  Their  names  are  George  Hoff- 
man and  John  C.  Odle. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  Y.  BALDWIN, 
Sergeant,  Company  E,  Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Maj.  J.  B.  Kaiser, 

Commanding,  Waynesville,  Mo. 


MABCH  25-27,  1865. — Expedition  from  Brashear  City  to  Indian  Bend,  La. 

Report  of  Col.  Simon  Jones,  Ninety-third  IT.  S.  Colored  Troops. 

Headquarters  Post, 
Brashear,  .La.,  March  27,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  information  of  the  general 
commanding,  the  following  report  of  an  expedition  undertaken  in 
accordance  with  orders  from  these  headquarters  of  date  March  25, 
1865,  for  the  puri)ose  of  destroying  or  capturing  a  barge  said  to  have 
been  used  by  the  enemy  for  the  ])urpose  of  transporting  a  number  of 
horses  over  Grand  Lake  and  into  their  lines: 

This  expedition  consisted  of  a  detachment  of  thirty  men  from  the 
Ninety -third  Kegiment  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  under  command  of  Lieut. 
W.  H.  Johns,  of  that  regiment.  The  troops  embarked  on  gunboat  No. 
43  at  7  p.  m.  on  the  25th  instant,  and  immediately  proceeded  by  way 
of  Grand  Lake  to  Indian  Bend,  arriving  at  that  point  by  daylight  of 
the  27th,  At  7  a.  m.  the  infantry  disembarked  and  marching  one- 
quarter  of  a  mile  to  a  small  bayou,  discovered  and  seized  the  barge, 
which  was  taken  alongside  the  gun-boat,  and  by  her  brought  safely  to 
this  post,  to  which  the  expedition  returned  at  2.30  p.  in.  on  the  27th. 
I  have  the  assurance  of  the  lieutenant  in  command  that  no  injury  was 
done  to  any  personal  property  by  the  expedition.  None  of  the  enemy 
were  encountered  and  no  new  information  obtained.  No  harm  was  sus- 
tained by  any  member  of  the  expedition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SIMON  JONES, 
Colonel  Ninety-third  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  Commanding  Post. 

Oapt.  B.  B.  CAMrBELL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  La  Fourche  District. 


MARCH    25-28,    1865.— Expedition  from  Brashear  City  to   near  Oyster 

Bayou,  La. 

Report  of  Col.  Simon  Jones,  Ninety-third  U.  S.  Colored  Troops. 

Headquarters  Post, 
Brashear  City,  La.,  March  20,  1865. 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  an 
expettitiou,  undertaken  in  accordance  with  orders  from  these  headquar- 
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ters,  for  the  purpose  of  takiug  possessiou  of  ii  large  oyster-boat  which 
lay  stranded  on  the  beach  at  a  point  six  miles  west  of  Oyster  Bayou,  on 
the  Gulf  coast :  . 

The  expedition  consisted  of  adetaclimentof  forty  men  of  the  Ninety- 
third  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  under  command  of  Lieut.  W.  Y.  Crostliwait, 
of  the  same  regiment.  It  embarked  on  tlie  steamer  Cornie  at  7  p.  m. 
of  the 25th  instant,  and  proceeding  down  the  Atchafalaya  Kiver,  reached 
the  point  of  destination  without  incident  worthy  of  notice.  Here,  after 
three  hours'  hard  labor,  the  boat  was  gotten  iu  tow,  it  having  lain  at  a 
distance  of  105  yards  from  the  water's  edge.  The  object  of  the  expe- 
dition having  been  accomphshed,  it  returned  to  this  post,  bringing  the 
boat  aforementioned,  and  arriving  at  12  m.  of  the  28th.  No  signs  of 
the  enemy  were  seen  and  no  information  obtained  of  his  forces  or  inten- 
tions.   No  casualties  occurred  to  any  member  of  the  expedition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SIMON  JONES, 
Colonel  Ninety-third  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  Commandin(j  Post. 

Capt.  B.  B.  Campbell, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  District  of  La  Fourche,  Thibodeaux,  La. 


MARCH  26-29,  1865. — Expedition  from  Bonnet  Carr6  to  Amite  River,  La. 

Report  of  Maj.  Edward  Byrne,  Eighteenth  Neiv  York  Cavalry. 

Military  Station,  Gainnie's  Landing, 

Bonnet  Carre,  La.,  March  31,  1865. 
Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  instruc- 
tions received  by  telegraph  from  General  Sherman,  I  started  in  pursuit 
of  the  party  of  rebels  that  captured  Captain  Darling,  the  provost- 
marshal  of  this  parish.  The  captain  was  captured  about  the  hour  of 
10  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  25th  of  March,  18G5,  and  no  information 
reached  this  post  until  about  2  o'clock  the  next  morning.  I  then  started 
a  party  in  pursuit,  under  Lieutenant  De  Croy,  who,  on  reaching  the 
house  of  the  captain,  was  told  by  Mrs.  Darling  that  the  rebels  had 
taken  the  captain  across  the  river.  I  then  sent  another  party,  under 
Lieutenant  Darker,  across  the  river  in  skiffs,  who  returned  the  same 
afternoon,  having  searched  the  country  for  fifteen  miles  around,  and 
who  discovered  that  the  captain  had  been  taken  in  a  boat  through  the 
swamps  in  the  direction  of  Lake  Maurepas.  Before  the  party  returned 
the  order  of  General  Sherman  was  received  by  telegraph,  ordering 
farther  pursuit.  I  then  started  with  forty  men,  at  11  o'clock  on  the 
night  of  the  26th,  and  reached  College  Point  at  10  o'clock  the  next 
morning.  Heard  that  a  few  guerrillas  had  been  there  on  the  Friday 
previous,  but  had  left  by  the  Blind  River  for  the  Amite  River,  but 
heard  from  some  negroes  that  they  might  be  caught  at  the  Orange 
Grove  road,  leading  to  the  Bayou  Conway  and  New  River.  This  road 
is  three  miles  from  Donald  son  ville,  and  was  reached  at  10  o'clock.  A 
party  sent  to  scour  the  swamps  in  that  direction  could  not  move  on  the 
road,  owing  to  the  great  quantity  of  water  in  the  swamps.  I  then 
started  for  Donaldsonville,  intending  to  strike  the  Amite  River  by  way 
of  Doyal's  plantation.  Reached  Donaldsonville  at  8  o'clock,  and  there 
met  Lieutenant  Brown,  of  the  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry,  who  had 
just  returned  from  the  pursuit,  having  learned  that  the  r'ebcjls  had 
crossed  the  »Amite  River  at  a  place  called  Gun  Pommet,  over  thirty 
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miles  from  Donaldsonville.  He  also  learned  from  a  scout  that  another 
small  party  had  crossed  the  Amite  River  by  way  of  Bayou  Timite. 
Both  parties  had  crossed  on  the  morning  of  the  26th,  and  that  further 
pursuit  was  useless,  as  they  had  gone  in  the  direction  of  Clinton.  A 
scout  named  Frelding,  residing  at  Donaldsonville,  heard  that  Doyal's 
and  Botic's  guerrillas  were  at  the  French  Settlement  on  the  24th  of 
March  conscripting  and  collecting  deserters  from  the  rebel  army.  I 
telegraphed  to  General  Sherman  from  Donaldsonville,  asking  if  I  should 
cross  the  Amite  Kiver,  and  did  not  receive  any  answer,  but  sent  a  dis- 
])atch  to  the  commander  of  the  Third  lihode  Island  Cavalry  stating 
that  farther  pursuit  was  too  late,  and  that  my  command  should  not 
cross  the  Amite  Kiver.  I  then  returned,  reaching  Bonnet  Carre  at  6 
o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the  29th.  Mrs.  Darling  stated  so  positively 
that  the  captain  had  been  taken  across  the  river,  I  think  some  of  the 
party  must  be  captured,  but  the  search  on  the  west  side  of  the  river 
occupied  the  time  that  should  have  been  given  to  quick  pursuit,  and 
the  guerrillas  gained  ten  hours'  start.  Several  citizens  have  been 
arrested  and  identified  as  being  with  the  guerrillas  on  the  night  they 
captured  the  captain,  and  it  is  supposed  their  idea  was  to  avoid  the 
draft  by  capturing  the  provost-marshal  and  his  papers.  The  guerrillas 
were  under  the  command  of  Captain  Bringier,  or  Botic.  His  head- 
quarters are  at  Clinton,  and  Captain  Doyal  and  he  are  conscripting  for 
the  rebel  army.  I  have  heard  that  both  these  captains  belong  to  the 
regular  army  of  the  Confederacy.  They  were  joined  by  a  party  of  citi- 
zens, and  the  plot  must  have  been  covered  with  great  secrecy  and  care. 
The  telegraph  wire  was  torn  down  between  New  Orleans  and  this  post, 
and  must  have  been  done  by  these  citizens  concerned  in  this  plot.  The 
total  distance  marched  was  about  ninety-four  miles,  and  on  my  return 
1  iiressed  some  plantation  wagons  to  carry  my  men,  who  were  very 
much  fatigued  by  the  first  day's  march. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  BYRNE, 
Major,  Eighteenth  [New  York]  Cavalry,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  P.  J.  Maloney, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Southern  Division  of  Louisiana. 

[iDdorsement.] 

Headquarters  Southern  Division  of  Louisiana, 

April  4,  1865. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  department  headquarters. 
The  prisoners  sent  down  by  Colonel  Byrne  will  be  duly  examined, 
thoiigh'with  not  much  prospect  of  getting  at  the  threads  of  the  plot  in 
carrving  off  Captain  Darling.    The  energy  this  cavalry  regiment  has 
displayed  on  foot  is  highly  creditable.  ^   ^   SHERMAN, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


MAKCH  28-30,  1865.— Expedition  from  Fort  Pike,  la.,  to  Bay  Saint  lonis, 

Miss. 

Eeport  of  Lietit.  Col   Alfred    G.   Hall,  Seventy -fourth    U.   S.   Colored 

Troops. 

Headquarters, 
Fort  Pile,  La.,  March  31, 1865. 
Sir-  T  hfl,ve  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  accordance  with  your  tele- 
received  March  28, 1  started  for  Bay  Samt 
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Louis  on  the  sloop  Kosetta  immediately,  bnt  was  oblifced  to  put  back 
into  The  Eigolets  and  wait  until  the  next  day,  March  29.  Starting 
again,  I  reache<l  the  bay  at  11  p.  ni.  on  Thursday,  and  found  that 
Captain  Monet,  of  Forrest's  cavalry,  left  the  bay  on  Wednesday  morn- 
ing. He  was  at  home  on  leave  of  absence,  and  on  no  ofiicial  business, 
although  he  watched  our  transports  closely.  I  brought  from  Bay  Saint 
Louis  two  deserters  from  the  rebel  ariny.  If  the  boat  could  have 
reached  the  bay  the  first  time  starting  they  would  have  taken  this 
Captain  Monet,  but  the  wind  was  so  high  it  was  impossible  to  sail  to 
the  bay  in  any  boat  now  at  this  i)ost. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  G.  HALL, 

Ueiit.  Col.  Seventy-fourth   U.  S.  Colored  Infantrt/,  Gomdg.  Post. 

Lieut,  r.  J.  Malonet, 

Actjj,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Southern  DirisMn  of  Louisiana. 


MARCH  29-APRIL  2,  1865.— Scout  from  Waynesville,  Mo. 
Report  of  Mrij.  Jamct  ]\f.  Turley,  Thirteenth  Missouri  Cavalry. 

Watnesville,  Mo.,  Aijril  2,  1865. 

CAPTAIN:  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  the  colonel  com- 
manding District  of  Holla,  I  submit  the  following  as  a  report  of  a  scout 
under  my  command: 

I  left  Eolla,  Mo.,  on  the  29t]i  of  March,  18G5,  with  sixty  men,  and 
marched  fifteen  miles;  camped  at  Jackson's  Mills.  Owing  to  a  freshet 
the  march  was  not  resumed  until  the  31st  of  March.  I  then  scouted 
the  hills  and  hollows  of  the  country  thoroughly,  but  nothing  was  seen, 
killed,  or  captured.  Camped  at  Coppage's  Mill,  on  Spring  Creek. 
April  1, 1  moved  to  Big  Piney,  found  it  impassable,  and  marched  over 
the  hills  to  Wayman'a  Mill  and  went  into  camp.  The  roads  were 
almost  impassable,  on  account  of  quicksand.  Axiril  2,  I  moved  for 
Waynesville,  swam  Big  Piney,  and  arrived  hero  at  2  \t.  m.,  having 
seen  nothing  but  quicksand  and  water  on  my  way.  Captain  Murphy 
returned  from  a  scout  in  the  neighborhood  of  Houston.  States  there 
have  been  several  bushwhackers  in  that  section  during  the  past  two 
weeks.  I  relieved  Captain  Maus,  of  the  Fifth  Cavalry  Missouri  State 
Militia,  and  am  now  in  command  of  the  post.  There  was  a  bush- 
whacker shot  to-day  near  town  by  some  of  Captain  Murphy's  recruits. 
His  name  I  did  not  learn.  Nothing  further  of  importance  has  occurred 
to-day. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  M.  TUELEY, 
Major,  Thirteenth  Missouri  Cavalry,  Comdg.  Post,  Wayncsrillc,  Mo. 

Capt.  J.  11.  Sterer, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  District  of  Rolla,  Rolla,  Mo. 
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MARCH  30-APRIL  2,  1865.— Expeditions  from   Baton  Rouge  to   Clinton 
and  the  Comite  River,  La. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Col.  John  G.Fonda,  OnobuudiodanduightoontlillliiioiBlntiiiitry  (mounted), 

coinmandin;;  Cavalry  Brigade. 
No.  2. — Lieut.  Col.  Tliomas  Logau,  Oiio  bundled  and  oightcoutli  Illinois  Infantry 

(mounted). 

Xo.  1. 

Report  of  Col.  John  G.  Fonda,  One  hundred   mid   eighteenth   Illinois 
Infantry  [mounted),  eommandin<j  Cavalry  Brigade. 

Headquarteks  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Baton  Kouge,  La.,  April  3, 1865. 
Major  :  1  liave  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 
In  compliance  with  orders,  I  left  Baton  Kouge  at  D  a.  lu.  March  30 
with  300  men  of  the  First  Texas  Cavalry  and  Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry, 
and  moved  in  the  direction  of  Port  Hudson,  at  which  -place  I  arrived  at 
4  p.  m.  the  same  day,  and  went  into  camp  about  one  mile  and  a  half 
from  the  fort  near  the  Jackson  road.  I  started  from  Baton  Eouge  with 
one  day's  rations  and  drew  at  Port  Jiudson  sufficient  for  one  day  and 
a  half;  being  unable  to  draw  rations  in  time  at  Baton  Eouge  I  drew  at 
Port  Hudson.  On  the  afternoon  of  March  31 1  moved  in  the  direction 
of  Jackson,  La.,  but  by  an  obscure  road,  falling  into  the  main  road 
seven  miles  from  Jackson.  From  this  point  I  pushed  on  and  reached 
Jackson  about  5  p.  m.  No  notice  of  my  coming  had  reached  the 
town.  Two  prisoners  and  two  horses  were  captured.  At  sundown  I 
left  the  town" by  the  Clinton  road.  After  following  the  main  road  some 
distance  I  left  it,  and  in  order  to  conceal  my  movements  moved  by  an 
obscure  way,  falling  into  the  main  road  again  near  Clinton.  My 
advance  entered  Clinton  at  11  o'clock .  It  was  a  complete  surprise. 
We  captured  all  the  men  on  picket,  seven  in  number.  I  remained  in 
Clinton  about  one  hour,  and  made  as  thoroagh  a  search  for  prisoners 
as  I  deemed  prudent.  My  men  were  beifontiiig  scattered,  and  I  feared 
that  should  I  remain  longer  it  would  be  diflicult  to  get  them  together 
again.  One  squadron  did  get  separated  from  the  colunni  and  returned 
to  Baton  Kouge.  I  left  Clinton  by  the  Greensburg  road  and  camped 
three  niUes  from  the  town.  Some  time  after  my  pickets  were  posted  a 
negro  attempted  to  pass  through  the  line  and  was  shot.  At  tlaylight 
I  allowed  my  men  to  unsaddle,  feed,  and  groom  their  horses,  and  cook 
their  breakfasts.  While  at  this  place  a  Major  Clark  waa  captured  by  the 
pickets.  An  orderly  that  was  with  him  fired  at  and  wounded  the  man 
on  post.  I  left  this  camp  soon  after  sunrise  and  returned  to  Clinton. 
Passing  through  the  town  I  took  the  Baton  Rouge  road,  but  afterward 
left  it  and  fell  into  the  Greenville  Springs  road,  and  arrived  at  Roberts' 
Ford,  on  the  Comite,  at  7  p.  m.  April  1.  Sunday  morning,  April  2, 1 
crossed  uiy  command  by  swimming  the  horses  and  passing  the  equip- 
ments over  in  a  small  boat,  and  arrived  at  Baton  Kouge  at  noon.  The 
results  of  the  expedition  are  the  capture  of  11  prisoners,  3  ot  whom 
are  officers,  and  about  20  animals.  No  force  was  encountered,  and 
from  the  best  information  obtained  the  rebel  force  under  Powers  and 
Griffith  has  fallen  back  to  Whitestown,  where  they  have  three  guns 
and  the  stock  captured  from  General  Bailey.  I  think  there  is  no  good 
reason  why  this  rebel  force  should  be  allowed  to  hold  a  position  so  near 
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US.     During  my  absence  Lieutenant  Colonel  Logan  was  left  in  com- 
mand of  the  cavalry,  witli  orders  to  move  out  on  the  different  roads 
and  attract  attention  from  my  columns.    For  the  result  of  his  move- 
ments I  respectfully  call  attention  to  a  copy  of  his  report. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  G.  FONDA, 
Golouel,  Commanding  Brigade. 
Major  Des  Anges, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  2. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  llamas  Logan,  One  hundred  and  eighteenth  Illinois 

Infantry  (mounted). 

Headquaktees  118th  Illinois  Mountkd  Infantry, 

Baton  Rouge,  La.,  April  3,  1805. 
Captain:  In  compliance  with  the  verbal  instructions  of  the  colonel 
commanding  the  Cavalry  Brigade,  I  left  camp  at  VJ  n  i.  on  the  30th  ultimo 
with  fifty-four  men  of  the  Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry,  under  Lieutenant 
Slicer,  and  eighty-one  men  of  the  One  hundred  and  eighteenth  Illinois 
Mounted  Infantry,  commanded  by  Captains  Brown  and  Kobinsou,  and 
proceeded  on  the  Greenville  Springs  road  to  Comite  Kiver ;  I  then  turned 
down  Comite  lliver,  and  near  the  crossing  of  the  Benton's  Ferry  road  1 
captured  a  Confederate  soldier  by  the  name  of  Lively.  At  the  same  time 
I  captured  a  boy  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  old,  dressed  in  the  Confederate 
uniform.  He  claimed  to  be  a  citizen,  and  from  his  youthful  appearance 
I  thought  he  was  not  a  soldier  and  released  him.  On  the  Benton's 
Ferry  road  I  met  some  negroes  with  goods  and  inquired  of  them  where 
they  bought  them.  They  answered,  of  Doctor  Laycock.  In  a  short  time 
I  met  an  old  lady  and  a  boy  with  some  goods,  and  they  reported  that 
they  had  bought  their  goods  of  Doctor  Laycock  also.  I  soon  met  two 
men  in  a  light  spring  wagon  with  sugar,  coffee,  and  salt.  They  said 
they  bad  purchased  theirs  of  Doctor  Laycock.  These  men  said  they 
were  from  Saint  Helena  Parish.  I  ordered  Corporal  Price,  of  the  Oiae 
hundred  and  eighteenth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry,  and  six  men  to 
bring  these  men  and  goods  to  Baton  Kouge  and  turn  them  over  to  the 
provost-marshal,  and  to  stop  on  the  way  and  arrest  Doctor  Laycock  and 
bring  him  also.  Doctor  Laycock  resisted  arrest  and  fired,  seriously 
wounding  James  E.  Morrison,  Company  C,  One  hundred  and  eighteenth 
Illinois  Mounted  Infantry.  Doctor  Laycock  was  arrested,  in  execution 
of  my  order,  and  brought  to  town  the  next  morning.  I  proceeded  to  the 
Clay  Cut  road,  where  I  camped  till  morning.  At  7  a.  m.  I  started  from 
camp.  Sent  Captain  Eobinson  with  his  company  by  the  Highland 
road  to  Baton  Kouge,  and  Lieutenant  Slicer,  Sixth  Missouri,  by  the 
Green viUe  Springs  and  Clinton  roads.  I  went  with  Captain  Brown's 
company  on  the  Duff's  Ferry  road.  I  had  traveled  but  a  mile  or  two 
when  the  advance  brought  me  the  boy  that  I  had  released  the  day ' 
before.  It  appeared  that  he  had  followed  my  command  eight  or  teii 
miles  and  was  watching  my  movements.  I  ordered  him  brought  to 
camp  as  a  prisoner.  Near  the  Amite  liiver  I  captured  a  Confederate 
soldier,  and  besides  the  horse  I  captured  with  him  I  captured  a  gray 
horse,  under  the  following  circumstances :  Two  Confederate  soldiers  had 
slept  in  the  woods  about  forty  rods  from  the  road,  and  were  taking 
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breakfust  at  the  Louse  of  Mrs.  Siinms,  where  I  surprised  and  captured 
one  of  them.  The  gray  horse  was  in  the  woods,  where  these  men  had 
.slept,  and  from  his  loolis  I  was  confident  he  was  a  cavalry  horse.  It  was 
reported  that  he  had  once  been  owned  by  the  soldier  I  had  captured, 

and  traded  to  Mrs. ,  and  had  been  used  in  the  army  by  young 

Simms,  a  Confederate  soldier.  Captain  liobinson  captured  a  man  said 
to  be  a  soldier.  The  parties  all  arrived  at  camp  by  2  p.  m.  On  tlie  1st 
instant  I  left  camp  again  with  the  same  command  atC  a.  m. ;  traveled  on 
the  Clinton  road  until  within  four  miles  of  Clinton,  where  I  learned  that 
Colonel  Fonda  had  been  at  Clinton  and  left  at  sunrise,  taking  the 
Greensburg  road.  I  then  changed  my  direction,  crossed  the  Oomite 
Kiver,  and  traveled  in  the  direction  of  Greenville  Springs;  camped 
fom  miles  nortliwest  of  the  Springs  at  7.30  p.  m.,  having  marched  dur- 
ing the  day  forty-five  miles.  There  was  a  picket  at  Redwood,  Olive 
Branch,  and  Comite  River,  but  I  did  not  capture  any  of  them.  Moved 
at  5  a.  m.  next  morning  on  the  Baton  Rouge  road;  crossed  the  Comite 
River  at  Roberts'  Ferry;  arrived  in  camp  at  1.30  p.  m.  April  2, 1865. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  LOGAN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Gomdg.  118th  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry. 

Capt.  C.  ROHRBOUGH, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Cav.  BHg.,  Northern  I)iv.  of  Louisiana. 


MARCH  31-APRIL  1,  1865. — Operations  about  Aqnia  Fria,  N.  Hex. 

KEPORTS. 

No.  1. — Col.  Oscar  M.  BroTvn,  Fir.st  California  Cavalry,  of  operationB  March  31. 
No.  2. — Lieut.  .John  Abbott,  First  California  Cavalry,  of  operations  April  1. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Col.  Oxcar  M.  Brown,  First  California  Cavalry,  of  operations 

March  31. 

Headquarters, 
Fort  Marcy,  N.  Mex.,  April  2,  1865. 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  verbal 
'  instructions  from  the  department  commander,  I  proceeded  on  Friday, 
March  31,  to  Aqua  Fria  to  learn  by  actual  observation  if  any  Indians 
had  crossed  the  creek  near  that  point  within  a  day  or  two,  as  currently 
reported.  Before  reaching  the  house  of  Juan  Estaban  Carrillo,  situated 
on  the  north  side  of  the  creek,  a  trail  was  pointed  out  to  me,  some  400  or 
500  yards  south  of  the  village,  leading  in  the  direction  of  the  house  of 
Mr.  Carrillo,  and  which  was  stated  to  be  the  one  referred  to.  After 
close  examination  for  some  distance  I  found  that  there  were  but  two 
large  tracks  and  three  small  ones  distinctly  visible, but  neither  appeared 
to  be  Indians'  as  the  toes,  instead  of  turning  inward  as  the  toes  of 
Indians  invariably  do,  were  either  straight  or  slightly  turned  out,  and 
the  mo(;casin  or  sandal  tracks  were  different  from  those  usually  made  by 
Indians.  From  thence  I  proceeded  to  the  point  of  the  creek,  where  the 
trail  crossed  some  200  or  300  yayds  below  the  house  of  Mr.  Carrillo,  who 
accompanied  me  to  the  spot,  and  said  that  eleven  Indians  had  crossed 
there  the  night  of  the  29th.    Dismounting,  I  proceeded  to  examine  the 
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track,  whicli  I  found  to  be  similar  to  many  of  tliose  made  by  the  chil- 
dren and  others  from  Mr.  Oarrillo's  Lonse.  The  parties  making  them 
evidently  proceeded  slowly  and  carelessly,  observing  no  particular  order 
or  caution.  On  inquiry  1  learned  that  tbere  were  cattle  herded  some 
distance  from  that  point  and  in  the  direction  inwliich  the  trail  pro- 
ceeded. On  my  return  I  examined  along  the  road  and  in  the  vicinity 
of  Aqua  Fria  and  found  tracks  exactly  similar  going  either  way.  I 
also  saw  boys  with  sandals  or  bottoms  of  lawhide  to  their  shoes  which 
made  identical  impressions  in  the  sand  with  those  pointed  out  as 
Indians,  from  all  of  which  I  became  satisfied  that  no  Indians  had 
passed  Aqua  Fria  recently.  But  to  set  the  matter  at  rest  I  dispatched 
Lieut.  John  Abbott,  regimental  adjutant  First  California  Cavalry, 
agreeably  to  the  direction  of  the  general  commanding,  with  five  men 
and  three  days'  rations,  to  take  up  the  trail  and  follow  it  until  the 
question  could  be  definitely  settled,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  accompanying 
order  and  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Abbott,  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

OSCAR  M.  BROWN, 
Colonel  First  Cavalry  California  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

Capt.  Benjamin  C.  Cutler, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  U.  8.  Vols.,  Dept.  of  N.  Max.,  Santa  Fc,  N.  Mex. 


No.  2. 


Report  of  Lieut.  John  Ahhott,  First  California.  Cavalry,  of  operations 

April  1. 

HEADQTiAETEES, 

Fort  Marcy,  N.  Mex.,  April  2,  1865. 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  Special 
Orders,  No.  27,  from  thene  headquarters,  dated  March  31, 1805  (a  copy 
of  which  is  inclosed),  I  proceeded  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  instant, 
with  a  detachment  of  five  men  from  the  First  California  Cavalry,  to 
Aqua  Fria.  At  that  place,  near  the  house  of  Juan  Estaban  Carrillo,  I 
found  the  trail  (or  more  correctly)  the  tracks  which  were  supposed  to 
have  been  made  by  either  Nav^ajoes  or  Pueblo  Indians.  I  followed 
these  tracks  directly  across  the  creek  and  found  that  the  supposed 
Indians  had  almost  immediately  taken  and  followed  the  road,  as  the 
tracks  were  plainly  to  be  seen  in  the  road  and  on  each  side  of  it  for  a 
distance  of  about  two  miles.  I  also  found  that  the  tracks  or  footprints 
proceeding  toward  the  town  were  about  as  numerous  as  those  going 
from  it.  After  following  as  above  the  traces  of  the  supposed  Indians 
for  about  two  miles  the  marks  became  fewer  and  fainter  in  and  near 
the  road  till  I  came  to  a  small  arroyo.  Here  they  were  again  plainly 
visible,  going  in  each  direction,  uj)  and  down.  Separating  my  party, 
with  directions  to  follow  the  tracks  till  they  found  wlicre  the  Indians 
l)ad  left  the  arroyo  and  crossed  into  the  valley,  I  proceeded  with  one 
of  the  men  to  examine  the  ground  beyond  for  the  purpose  of  finding 
any  traces  which  the  Indians  might  have  made  after  leaving  the  arroyo. 
I  could  find  on  the  ground  beyond  (which  was  very  hard)  no  traces  what- 
ever of  where  the  party  had  left  it.  Judging  from  the  general  direction 
of  the  tracks  going  from  the  town  that  the  party  making  them  had  made 
for  the  canon  in  the  low  range  of  hills  directly  west  from  Aqua  Fria 
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and  about  southwest  from  Santa  F6, 1  crossed  tlie  plain  or  valley,  and 
sending  two  men  up  the  smaller  canon  proceeded  up  the  larger  one 
with  the  rest.  We  went  through  these  canons  till  the  two  parties  met, 
and  no  traces  whatever  having  been  found  in  either,  although  the 
ground  was  very  soft  and  wet,  1  felt  convinced  that  no  Indians  had 
passed  through.  Eetracing  my  steps  again  to  the  plain,  I  separated 
the  men  for  a  distance  of  about  two  miles.  1  tried  once  more  to  tind  the 
tracks  which  I  had  lost  sight  of  at  the  arroyo.  After  riding  across 
the  plain  toward  the  town  for  about  three  miles  we  found  a  large 
number  of  cattle  grazing,  and  near  them  one  of  the  men  found  the 
footprints.  Calling  my  men  together  we  rode  on,  fallowing  and  trac- 
ing the  tracks  plainly  till  we  came  to  the  road  which  we  had  followed 
going  out  there.  After  following  them  a  short  distance  I  found  that 
part  of  the  tracks  led  off  from  the  road.  Bending  one  of  the  men  to 
follow  these  footprints,  I  proceeded  with  the  rest  to  ascertain  at  what 
point  the  supposed  Indians  had  entered  the  town.  I  followed  the 
track  across  the  creek  into  some  flelds,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
to  the  left  of  the  road  opposite  tlie  house  of  the  man  Juan  Estaban 
Carrillo,  and  there  found  that  the  footprints  led  off  directly  toward  his 
house.  At  almost  the  same  moment  the  man  whom  I  sent  to  follow 
the  footprints  where  they  had  left  the  road,  came  riding  toward  me 
and  reported  that  he  had  traced  them  directly  to  that  house,  and 
from  there  into  the  fleld  where  I  then  was.  The  footprints  from  the 
house  into  the  fields  were  all  in  the  same  direction;  from  the  field 
across  the  creek  and  across  the  valley  they  were  about  equally  divided, 
going  and  coming.  Among  the  foot  tracks  were  those  of  either  women 
or  children,  and  at  the  house  I  found  two  boys  w^hose  feet  were  about 
the  size  of  the  footprints.  All  of  the  tracks  both  going  and  coming 
were  about  alike.  In  some  of  them  (the  smaller  ones)  they  were  pre- 
cisely so.  Feeling  satisfied  that  I  had  traced  the  trail  (as  the  man 
Carrillo  called  it)  to  its  source,  and  that  no  party  of  hostile  Indians 
would  separate  so  widely  and  leave  such  evident  marks  of  their 
passage,  nor  having  passed  through  the  town  return  to  it  again  and 
go  directly  to  one  of  the  principal  houses  without  being  seen  or  leav- 
ing some  evidence  of  their  presence,  I  concluded  that  the  fears  of  the 
party  giving  the  information  of  the  presence  of  hostile  Indians  had 
converted  his  own  footprints  into  those  of  red  men.  I  therefore 
returned  with  my  men  to  this  post. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  ABBOTT, 
Second  Lieutenant  and  Actg.  Adjt.  First  California  Cavalry. 

Col.  Oscar  M.  Brown, 

First  California  Cavalry  Volunteers,  Commanding  Fost. 


APRIL  1, 1865.— Affair  near  Fort  Garland,  Colo.  Ter. 

Report  of  Capt.  Charles  Kerher,  First  Colorado  Curalry. 

Headquarters, 
Fort  Garland,  Colo.  Ter.,  April  2,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday  morning  a  party  of 
five  Ute  Indians  attacked  a  Mexican  ranch,  &c.,  fifteen  miles  northwest 
from  here  and  killed  one  Mexican  and  some  beeves.    The  few  Mexicans 
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there  fought  bravely  and  killed  three  of  the  Utes.  They  brought  three 
horses  and  rifles  as  trophies  and  the  corpse  of  the  deceased  Mexi(!au 
to  Ija  Culebra  la^t  uight.  To-day  the  fact  was  reported  to  me.  I  sent, 
inimediately,  soldiers  to  protect  the  Mexicans  uj)  the  San  Luis  Valley 
in  driving  their  stock  near  t.o  the  settlements.  Those  Indians  belong 
to  Major  Flead's  or  Head's  tribe,*  who  is  at  present  in  Colorado  (Jity. 
I  notify  him  also  by  this  messenger.  I  was  always  a  friend  to  the  Ute 
Indians,  and  am  well  known  to  them,  and  I  am  very  sorry  that  these 
depredations  hap])eued,  but  if  they  go  on  in  this  way  they  will  liud  uie 
a  hard  fellow  to  deal  with.  The  two  counties  of  Oostilla  and  Conejos 
have  assis:ted  me  in  fortifying  this  post,  and  I  do  not  doubt  that  with 
their  assistance  I  can  haudle  the  Ute  tribe  of  this  country.  I  am  too 
long  in  this  country  to  believe  the  large  numbers  of  warriors  which 
Indian  agents  are  iu  the  habit  of  publishing.  Again  I  must  request 
you  to  order  Lieuteuant  Walter  to  join  his  company.  Inclosed  please 
ijnd  requisitiou  for  ordnance  stores  and  for  horses,  which  1  beg  to  be 
tilled  without  delay.  I  do  not  care  if  the  horses  are  poor  or  not,  so 
long  as  they  are  young.  Good  care  will  soon  make  them  all  right. 
I  will  write  for  further  instructions  from  the  general  commanding  before 
I  declare  regular  war  against  the  Utes.  They  may  give  up  the  depre- 
dators to  me  or  civil  authorities  so  soon  as  Major  Flead  (or  Head) 
returns. 

Most  resx)ectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  KERBEK, 

Captain,  Battalion  First  Colorado  Cavalry,  Commanding  Post. 

Lieut.  Ika  I.  Taber, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  J)enver,  Colo.  Ter. 


APRIL  1-4,  1865.— Scout  from  Pine  Bluff  to  Bayou  Bartholomew,  Ark. 

Report  of  Capt.  John  H.  Norris,  Thirteenth  lUlHois  Cavalry. 

Hdqbs.  Company  M,  Thiktebnth  Illinois  Cavalry, 

Pine  Bluff,  Arl:,  April  5,  1865. 
Captain:  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  left  this  post  with  seventy-live 
men  and  two  officers  on  Saturday,  1st  instant,  at  11  a.  m.,  to  scout  down 
Bayou  Bartholomew  and  drive  in  all  the  beef  cattle  I  could  find.  I  pro- 
ceeded out  on  the  lower  Monticello  road  tw.enty-three  miles,  took  the 
Napoleon  road,  and  marched  twelve  miles  farther  to  Allison's  farm,  and 
camped  at  11  o'clock  at  night.  Sunday  morning,  2d  instant,  proceeded 
to  Green  Mount  on  same  road,  scouting  the  country  well  on  each  side 
of  the  main  road  from  one  to  five  miles.  There  I  took  the  Auburn  road 
and  crossed  Bayou  Bartholomew  at  Brown's  Ferry,  and  started  bade 
to  Pine  Blufl'  and  connnenced  gathering  uj)  cattle.  Camped  at  Price's, 
near  Bayou  Bartholomew,  on  Sunday  uight,  and  at  Doctor  Stewart's 
on  Monday  Jiight,  and  arrived  at  this  post  Tuesday  5  p.  m.  with  91 
head  of  beef  cattle.  13  prisoners,  and  10  head  of  horses  and  mules,  and 
a  few  file  arms.  Seized  and  destroyed  twenty-one  guns,  consisting  of 
double-barrel  shotguns,  musketoons,  rifles,  and  yagers;  also  a  lot  of 
annimnition.  1  marched  about  125  miles  going  and  coming.  Two  of 
the  prisoners,  who  were  rebel  soldiers,  voluntarily  surrendered  them- 

*  Keferencc  ia  to  Lafayette  Head,  ludiau  Ageut. 
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selves.  Two  claim  to  be  citizens  and  one  was  detailed  to  farm.  These 
five  are  anxious  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  One  sergeant  had  his 
horse  shot  when  making  a  little  charge.  No  other  casualties.  I 
report  1  lebel  lieuteuant  killed  and  1  private. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaut, 

J.  H.  ^'OEEIS, 

Captain  Company  M,  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  Comdg.  Scout. 

P.  S. — I  entirely  omitted  to  mention  the  fact  that  I  captured  a  very 
large  rebel  mail  and  also  the  courier.  The  mail  is  herewith  sent  to 
headquarters. 

J.  U.  jST. 
Capt.  Guy  S.  Alexander, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


APKIL  1-30,  1865.— Scouts  from  Licking,  Mo. 

Report  of  Capt.  William  Monks,  Sixteenth  Missouri  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Post  op  Licking, 
JjicMng,  Texas  County,  Mo.,  April  28,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  moved  from  camp  on  the  20th 
of  April,  1865.  On  marching  sixteen  miles  I  struck  a  trail  of  about 
fifty  men  moving  in  northwest  direction.  Followed  them  to  Piney  Fork 
of  the  Gasconade  Eiver.  It  being  swimming  I  had  to  change  my 
direction.  Moved  and  encamped  on  Hog  Creek,  after  marching  thirty 
miles.  Moved  early  the  next  morning  up  Big  Piney  for  the  purpose  of 
efl'ecting  a  crossing.  Struck  the  left-hand  fork  of  Piney  at  Widow 
Self's.  Eouted  and  killed  a  bushwhacker  named  Thompson  Tucker. 
Struck  the  trail  of  six  others.  On  trailing  them  two  miles  through  the 
woods,  came  upon  them  grazing  their  horses,  charging  them  and  killing 
the  notorious  leader  of  the  band,  by  the  name  of  A.  W.  Howell.  Pur- 
sued and  fired  a  great  many  shots  on  the  others.  From  the  best  infor- 
mation that  can  be  had,  killed  one  other,  by  the  name  of  Mose  Shu- 
make;  pursued  another  one;  caused  him  to  dismount  and  resort  to  the 
thicket,  making  his  way  into  the  creek  and  sunk  himself  under  the 
water,  hiding  his  head  under  a  drift;  lay  concealed  until  I  marched  out, 
supposing  him  to  be  drowned.  Afterward  heard  how  he  made  his 
escape.  All  of  them  were  dressed  in  full  suit  of  Federal  uniform.  A 
great  many  shots  were  tired  by  them  at  quite  short  range.  One  of  them 
discharged  a  shot  at  myself  not  more  than  ten  steps,  but  luckily  missed 
me.  My  men  all  escaped  uninjured.  Encamped  at  Skyles'.  Moved 
next  morning,  striking  the  trail  of  a  baud  commanded  by  Thomas 
Yeates,  but  was  unable  to  overtake  them.  Found  two  rebel  camps. 
Was  out  SIX  days  chasing  those  men  in  every  direction.  After  march- 
ing and  countermarching  about  250  miles  returned  to  camp.  I  have 
the  honor  also  to  report  the  following  scouts  for  the  mouth  ending 
April,  18G5:  April  1,  Sergeant  Walker  with  twenty-four  men  left  camp; 
marched  200  miles;  killed  5  bushwhackers  and  captured  3  horses; 
returned  to  camp  April  6, 1865.  April  2,  Sergeant  Mustion  with  seven 
men  left  camp;  marched  ninety  miles;  returned  to  camp  April  5, 1865. 
Sergeant  Mustion,  April 7,  with  ten  men  started  from  camp;  was  gone 
three  days;  marched  forty  miles;  returned  April  10.    April  10,  Ser- 
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geant  Craddock  with  eight  men  left  camp ;  was  gone  two  days ;  marched 
forty- five  miles;  returned  April  12,  1865.     Total  miles  marched,  625j 
men  killed,  8;  horses  captured,  3. 
EespectfuUy  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  he,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  MONKS, 
Cajpt.  Company  K,  Sixteenth  Missouri  Gar.  Vols.,  Conidg.  Post. 

Col.  John  Morrill, 

Commanding  District  of  Bolla,  Holla,  Mo. 


APRIL  1-MAY  27, 1865. — Operations  against  Indians  west  of  Fort  Laramie, 
Dak.  Ter.,  with  skirmish  (May  20)  at  Deer  Creek  Station. 

No.  1. — Capt.  George  F.  Price,  Second  Califoruia  Cavalry,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General. 
No.  2. — Lieut.  Paul  P.  Grim,  l^leveuth  Kansas  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Capt.  George  F.Price,  Second  California  Cavalry,  Acting  Assist- 
ant Adjutant- General. 

JuLESBURG,  Colo.  Ter.,  May  22,  1865. 
On  20th  200  Indians  attaciied  detachment  at  Deer  Creek  Station  and 
were  repulsed,  with  a  loss  on  their  part  of  seven  killed  and  several 
wounded.  They  succeeded  in  driving  away  Avith  them  twenty-two  horses 
which  were  on  herd.  Colonel  Plumb  gave  them  chase  with  thirty  men, 
but  could  not  ford  the  river.  Succeeded  in  killing  one  and  woundijig 
several.  Indians  came  from  north  side  of  Platte  and  have  gone  oft"  north- 
east. One  soldier  killed.  Moonlight  says  troops  displayed  great  deter- 
mination. Awhiteman,  sui)posedtobe  13111  Comstock,  formerly  of  Fort 
Laramie,  seemed  to  have  command  of  Indians.  Captain  Brown  was 
at  Kock  Spring  on  lltli  instant.  Everything  all  right.  Telegraphed 
you  on  18th  to  Saint  Louis,  and  on  20th  to  Atchison. 

GEO.  F.  PRICE, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
Brig.  Gen.  P.  E.  Connor. 

(Care  of  Colonel  Livingston,  Kearny.) 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Lieiit.  Paul  P.  Grim,  Eleventh  Kansas  Cai^alry. 

Camp  Moonlight, 
On  La  Prellc,  Dak.  Ter.,  June  9,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  1st  of  April  Company  K 
marched  from  Mud  Springs  to  Platte  Bridge,  under  command  of  Capt. 
J.  M.  Allen.  On  the  25th  instant  met  escort  of  Sergeant  Schonlioff  and 
five  men  escorting  train  to  Deer  Creek  Station,  Dak.  Ter.  On  the  27th 
instant  a  scout  of  eleven  men,  under  couiinaud  of  Second  Lieutenant 
Grim,  on  foot,  south  and  cast  of  Platte  Bridge,  Dak.  Ter. ;  no  enemy 
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discovered.  On  the  28tli  instant  an  escort  for  the  surgeon  from  Platte 
Bridge  to  Sweetwater  Bridge,  Dak.  Ter.,  under  command  of  Sergeant 
Stuart,  with  ten  men.  On  the  5th  of  May  mail  party  to  and  from 
Deer  Creek  Station,  five  men,  under  command  of  Corporal  Emmons. 
On  the  8th  of  May  scouting  northwest  of  Platte  Bridge  with  regiment 
under  Col.  T.  Moonlight,  with  forty-nine  men  under  command  of  Second 
Lieut.  Paul  Grim;  made  no  discoveries.  On  the  20th  of  May  Corpl. 
D.  Schwankee  Avith  ten  men  in  pursuit  of  Indians,  and  in  action  with 
Indians  in  the  vicinity  of  Deer  Creek  Station,  under  command  of  Ijieu- 
tenant-Colonel  Plumb.  On  the  23d  of  May  Second  Lieutenant  Grim 
with  eleven  men  in  pursuit  of  a  party  of  Indians  that  had  stolen  a  lot 
of  mules  from  a  train  in  charge  of  Captain  Lybe,  of  Third  U.  S.  Vol- 
unteer Infantry.  On  the  23d  day  of  May  scouting  to  lower  Platte 
Bridge.  On  the  26th  of  May  Captain  Allen  with  twelve  men  to  re-enforce 
escort  with  regimental  supply  train.  On  the  27th  of  May  Sergeant 
Hankamer  with  six  men  to  re-enforce  escort  with  regimental  supply 
train.     Moved  cami)  during  the  months  of  April  and  May. 

PAUL  P.  GEIM, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Commanding  Company. 
Lieut.  Col.  P.  B.  Plumb, 

Eleventh  Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry. 


APRIL  2,  1865. — Skirmisli  near  Van  Buren,  Ark. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Cyrus  Bussey,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding   Third 
Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps. 

Hdqbs.  Third  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Fort  Smith,  Arlc,  April  6,  18Go. 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  night  of  the  2d  instant  twenty 
rebels  came  within  two  miles  of  Van  Buren  and  robbed  several  citizens. 
As  soon  as  the  facts  were  reported  to  me  I  ordered  Sergt.  H.  H.  Jones, 
First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  and  seven  mounted  men  (all  the  horses  I  had 
not  on  duty)  to  pursue  the  enemy.  They  came  up  with  them  several 
miles  from  town,  and  after  a  spirited  engagement,  routed  the  party, 
killed  2  men,  captured  9  horses  and  equipments,  without  loss  on  our 
side.  Papers  on  the  bodies  show  them  to  be  from  Fulton,  Tex.,  en  route 
to  Missouri.  Numerous  parties  are  passing  through  the  country,  and 
some  have  come  in  to  carry  on  their  guerrilla  warfare.  I  need  some 
cavalry  very  much,  and  believe  I  could  drive  the  guerrillas  all  out  of 
the  country  with  200  or  300  mounted  men.  My  scouts  have  returned 
from  Red  liiver  and  report  the  enemy  actively  conscripting  in  all  the 
counties  south  of  here.  They  are  concentrating  at  Washington  and 
Shreveport,  and  were  shoeing  horses  and  preparing  for  active  oper- 
ations, but  in  what  direction  could  not  be  ascertained.  A  deserter  from 
Texas  came  in  last  night.  He  reports  the  enemy  moving  toward  Gal- 
veston. They  have  been  much  scattered  to  obtain  supplies.  The  peo- 
])le  are  much  discouraged,  but  the  leaders  want  to  carry  on  the  war  and 
are  conscripting  all  able  to  bear  arms  between  sixteen  and  sixty-five. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^        ^  '  CYRUS  BUSSEY, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Col.  John  Levering, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  Arkansas. 
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APRIL  2,  1865. — Skirmish  near  Hickory  Station,  Ark. 

Report  of  Gapt.  Richard   0.  Custard,    One  hundred  and  twelfth   U.   S. 

Colored  Troops. 

Oamp  112th  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry, 

Little  Rock,  Arlc,  April  3,  1865. 

Colonel  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following,  which  occurred 
yesterday  on  the  Little  Kock  and  Devall's  Bluft"  Railroad: 

J  was  on  the  morning  train  from  the  Bluft',  in  charge  of  the  train 
guard,  comprising  nineteen  men  of  the  One  hundred  and  twelfth  U.  S. 
Colored  Infantry.  When  the  train  had  arrived  to  within  about  four 
miles  of  Hickory  Station  it  Avas  throwTi  from  the  track,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  passenger  car.  Upon  examination  it  was  found  that  the 
s]>ikes  liad  been  drawn  from  some  eight  or  nine  rails,  two  of  which  had 
been  removed  from  the  track.  1  immediately  formed  the  guard  to  meet 
an  attack  which  I  had  reason  to  expect,  which  had  hardly  been  accom- 
plished when  the  enemy,  numbering  twenty-six  men,  under  command 
of  oneM.  F.  Maybery,  made  his  appearance  about  one  mile  distant  and 
advanced  rapidly  upon  the  train.  When  he  had  arrived  within  about 
400  yards  the  train  guard  opened  lire,  which  checked  the  enemy, 
causing  him  to  scatter  and  retire.  He  did  not  renew  the  attack,  but 
hung  about  at  a  safe  distance  until  near  12  m.,  when  he  retired  by 
small  squads  in  different  directions.  No  casualties  occurred  <m  our 
side.  One  of  the  enemy  appeared  to  have  been  wounded,  as  two  men 
were  seen  to  assist  him  to  sit  on  his  horse  as  they  rode  off.  One  horse 
was  seen  to  fall,  but  got  uj)  again  and  hobbled  oft'.  During  the  melee 
most  of  the  citizcTi  passengers  started  oft'  on  the  prairie,  but  came  back 
when  ordered,  except  some  four  or  five,  who  went  away.  Two  of  these 
afterward  returned,  having  been  relieved  by  the  enemy  of  their  per- 
sonal ettccts,  even  to  their  clothing.  One  of  the  men  who  returned 
brought  back  the  inclosed  demand  from  Maybery  for  the  surrender  of 
the  train  and  guard,  to  which  I  did  not  deign  a  reply.  One  of  the 
liassengers,  Fred.  Taylor,  private,  Twelfth  Michigan  Infantry,  a  dis- 
]iatch  messenger  from  General  Shaler's  headquarters,  ran  off  and 
secreted  himself  in  the  grass  on  the  prairie,  throwing  away  his  saber. 
After  the  aft'air  was  over  he  I'eturned  to  the  train  and  recovered  his 
saber  and  dispatches.  After  considerable  labor  the  locomotive  and 
cars  were  got  upon  the  track  uninjured  and  came  through  safely  to 
Little  Kock. 

Res])ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  CUSTARD, 
Captain,  One  hundred  and  twelfth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry. 

Col.  John  Levering, 

Assistant  Adjntant-deneral,  Department  of  Arkansas. 

f  rncIoHnrt!.] 

In  the  Field,  April  2,  1865. 
The  Commander  of  the  Cars: 

Sir:  1  demand  you  to  surrender  the  troops  or  guards  on  the  cars, 
and  they  will  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war.  If  you  don't  surrender 
J  will  show  you  no  quarter.     I  have  men  enough  to  take  you. 

M.  F.  maybery. 
Captain,  Commanding  Detachment. 
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APRIL  2-5,  1865.— Expedition  from  The  Hermitage  to  the  French  Settle- 
ment, La. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Col.  .lames  .J.  Byrne,  Eighteenth  New  York  Cavjilry,  (^omiuandinjj;  district 

of  Bonnet  C.irr(!. 
No.  2. — Lieut.  Col.  Charles  H.  Parkhurst,  Third  Eliodo  Island  Cavalry. 
No.  3. — Maj.  Edmnnil  C.  Burt,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Gol.  James  J.  Byrne,   Eighteenth  New   York  Cavalry,  com- 
mandinfi  District  of  Bonnet  Carre. 

Headquar'I'ers  District  Bonnet  Carre, 

Bonnet  Carre,  La.,  April  7, 1865. 
LiEXTTENANT :  I  have  the  honor  to  respectfully  transmit  the  report 
of  Major  Burt,  Third  Khode  Island  Cavalry,  who  was  sent  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Parkhurst,  in  obedience  to  instructions  from  me,  to  the  French 
Settlement,  for  the  jmrpose  of  capturing  a  party  of  guerrillas  or  scouts, 
who  made  that  place  their  headquarters.  So  far  I  have  been  unable  to 
capture  the  officer  or  leaders  of  this  party.  The  troops  in  the  district 
are  now  so  disposed  that  it  is  almost  impossible  for  any  raiding  party 
that  attempts  to  come  within  the  lines  to  escape,  all  bayous  and  canals 
being  strongly  picketed  and  in  direct  communication  with  this  post. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  J.  BYIINE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  District. 
Lieut.  P.  J.  Maloney,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  lAeut.  Col.  Charles  H.  Parkhurst,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 

Opposite  Donaldson ville,  April  5,  1865. 

(Keceived  12  ui.) 

My  scouting  parties  returned  at  4  this  a.  m.,  having  crossed  Amite 
and  visited  French  Settlement.  Nothing  was  seen  of  Captain  Baptiste, 
nor  has  any  such  person  been  even  heard  of  in  that  vicinity.  Two  men 
were  captured,  Thomas  Brignac,  private  in  Captain  Pocho's  scouts, 
who  was  of  the  party  that  took  Captain  Darling,  and  the  other  Paul 
Lamber,  conscripted  by  Captain  Poche.  Fuller  report  will  be  sent 
by  mail. 

C.  H.  PAEKHUEST, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  P.  J.  Maloney,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Maj.  Edmund  C.  Burt,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 

Hdqks.  Detachment  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry, 

April  6,  1865. 

Colonel:  I  respectfully  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I 
left  camp  at  The  Hermitage  at  midnight,  April  2,  with  thirty  men  and 
reached  the  Amite  River  at  noon,  April  3,  and  made  several  ineffectual 
attempts  to  cross.    Finding  it  utterly  impossible  to  cross  the  Amite  at 
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that  point,  I  moved  to  Seviques  Ferry  in  order  to  cross  the  river  and 
reach  the  French  Settlement  by  a  different  route.  On  arriving  at  the 
ferry  I  halted  to  rest  my  command.  I  had  been  there  but  a  few  minutes 
when  Captain  Benjamin  came  up  with  forty  men  and  a  small  flat-boat, 
capable  of  crossing  two  horses  at  a  time,  which  he  had  taken  a  short 
distance  above  that  point.  I  crossed  the  river  with  Captain  Benjamin 
and  forty  men,  leaving  Captain  Ellis  with  thirty  men  to  guard  the  ferry. 
Arriving  on  the  other  side  at  1]  p.  ni.  April  3,  from  that  point  I  marched 
by  the  only  practicable  route  about  twenty  tive  miles  to  the  French 
Settlement,  where  two  prisoners  were  captured.  I  could  not  hear  of 
any  such  man  as  Captain  Baptiste,  but  a  Capt.  F.  P.  Poche,  who 
professes  to  be  a  conscripting  officer,  makes  his  headquarters  at  that 
place,  and  had  not  to  exceed  live  men,  and  one  of  the  prisoners  said  he 
had  but  two.  Captain  Poch6  could  not  be  found,  and  one  of  the  pris- 
oners told  me  that  he  left  for  some  i)lace  below  the  settlement  just 
before  we  came  into  the  place.  I  had  my  horses  well  fed  at  the  settle- 
ment and  started  on  my  return  about  1  p.  m.  April  4 ;  crossed  the  Amite 
Kiver  near  the  mouth  of  Collyell  Creek  by  means  of  a  small  flat-boat, 
which  I  brought  out  of  the  bay  for  that  purpose.  I  found  that  part  of 
my  command  left  to  guard  Seviques  Ferry  about  G  p.  m.  Rested  a 
short  time,  and  started  on  my  return;  reached  the  headquarters  at  3 
a.  m.  April  5.  The  names  of  the  prisoners  are  Thomas  Brignac,  of 
Captain  Poche's  scouts,  and  Paul  Lamber,  conscripted  by  Poche,  who 
have  been  sent  to  the  provost-marshal  at  Don  aids  ville,  La.,  to  be  for- 
warded to  the  commissary-geueral  of  prisoners.  Captains  Doyal,  Gon- 
zales, and  Babien,  and  Lieutenant  Mahoney  have  gone  to  Clinton. 
The  inclosed  papers  were  taken  from  Thomas  Brignac. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  BUET, 
Major,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 
Lieut.  Col.  Chaules  H.  Pabkhuest, 

Comdg.  Detachment  Third  Rhode  Island  Cav.,  Hermitage,  La. 


APRIL  2-10,  1865. — Expeditions  from  Thibodeaux,  Bayou  Boeuf,  and  Bra- 
shear  City  to  Lake  Verret,  Grand  Bayou,  and  The  Park,  La.,  with  skirmish 
(4th)  at  Grand  Bayou,  La. 

KErOKTS. 

No.  1.— Brig.  Gen.  Robert    A.  Cameron,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  District  of  La 

Fourche. 
No.  2.— Maj.  George  R.  Davis,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 
No.  3.— CoL  J.  Hale  Sypher,  Eleventh  U.  S.  Colored  Heavy  Artillery. 
No.  4.— Lieut.  William  D.  McGuire,  Tenth  U.  S.  Colored  Heavy  Artillery. 
No.  5.— Maj.  James  M.  Hildreth,  Sixteenth  Indiana  Mounted  Infantry. 
No.  6.— Lieut.  Col.  .John  L.  Rice,  Seventy-fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops. 
No.  7.— Capt.  Elias  F.  Stall,  Ninety-third  U.  S.  Colored  Troops. 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Robert  A.  Cameron,  U.  8.  Army,   commanding 
District  of  La  Fourche. 

Headquarters  La  Fourche  District, 

TMbodcaux,  April  4, 1865. 

(Eeceived  4  p.  m.) 
On  the  evening  of  the  2d  I  received  information  from  one  of  my  con- 
fidential scouts  that  Whitaker  with  100  men  had  crossed  Grand  Lake 


CHAP.LX.]  EXPEDITION    TO   GKAND   BAYOU,  LA.  169 

and  was  on  a  raid  for  some  point  in  this  district.  I  could  not  tell 
where  he  would  strike,  but  I  determined  to  look  for  him  and  to  close 
all  his  avenues  of  retreat.  I  sent  a  gun-boat  and  seventy-five  infantry 
to  the  head  of  Little  Bayou  Pigeon,  which  started  last  evening,  and 
should  arrive  by  noon  to-day,  which  would  cut  off  his  retreat  from  the 
Pigeon,  Grand  lliver,  and  Cross  Bayou.  I  sent  100  men  in  the  small 
boats,  which  I  have  been  preparing  for  such  an  event,  from  Bayou  Bmnf 
throiigh  Grass  Lake,  Lake  Verret,  Bay  Katchez,  and  Grand  River, 
to  look  for  him  there,  and  to  communicate  with  the  gun-boat  if  Whit- 
aker  was  not  found.  They  started  this  morning.  1  sent  100  men  from 
Doualdsonville,  by  the  way  of  Grand  Bayou,  at  the  crossing  between 
Doctor  Ford's  and  Jauutes'  place  ou  Bay  Natchez,  with  instructions  to 
leave  their  horses  at  Grand  B.iyou  under  guard  if  they  could  not  cross 
them,  and  go  on  foot  to  Bay  Natchez,  and  if  i)ossible  to  learn  of  Whit- 
aker,  and  to  communicate  with  the  small  boat  expedition.  They  started 
yesterday.  I  ordered  the  cavalry  at  Plaquemine  (fifty-two  strong)  to 
The  Park  to  cut  off  any  retreat  that  way.  They  started  at  10  o'clock 
this  morning.  Colonel  Fiske  telegraphs  me  that  Whitaker  reached 
McCall's  plantation,  three  miles  above  Donaldsonville,  early  this  morn- 
ing with  fifty  men,  and  left  with  about  fifty  stolen  mules  and  horses. 
He  started  all  the  mounted  men  he  had  left  him  in  pursuit,  only  an 
hour  behind.  As  Whitaker  will  undoubtedly  retreat  down  the  west 
side  of  Giand  Bayou,  I  have  sent  fifty  men  to  Grand  Bayou  from 
Napoleouville  to  re-enforce  the.detacliment  which  took  that  road,  and 
to  communicate  the  whereabouts  of  Whitaker.  A  deserter  from  Whit- 
aker informs  Colonel  Fiske  that  Whitaker  came  by  the  way  of  Grand 
Lake,  Bayou  Pigeon,  and  Grand  Eivcr,  leaving  his  boats  in  Bayou 
Pierre  Pass,  which  empties  into  the  head  of  Lake  V^erret.  Colonel 
Sypher  has  just  sent  100  infantry  to  The  Park  to  support  the  cavalry 
there.  I  will  give  you  information  as  fast  as  I  receive  it. 
Yours, 

R.  A.  CAMERON, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  District. 

Lieutenant  Maloney, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  New  Orleans. 


Thibodeaux,   April  -i,  186'). 

(Received  4.2.")  p.  m.) 

Colonel  Fiske  telegraphs  me  that  a  courier  from  the  detachment  sent 
in  pursuit  of  Whitaker  has  arrived,  who  reports  that  our  party  came 
up  with  Whitaker's  rear  guard  just  as  he  was  crossing  Grand  Bayou 
and  recaptured  ten  mules.  He  reports  heavy  firing  about  a  mile  and 
a  half  to  the  front.  It  is  believed  to  proceed  from  our  force  sent  out 
yesterday,  with  whom  Whitaker  is  engaged.  Colonel  Fiske  has  sent 
orders  to  his  pursuing  party  to  follow  as  long  as  possible. 
Yours, 

R.  A.  CAMERON, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  District. 

Lieutenant  Maloney, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  New  Orleans, 
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Thibodeaux,  April  5.  1865. 

(Received  12.10  p.  iii.) 

Tlie  party  sent  in  pursuit  of  Whitaker  yesterday  from  Donaldsou- 
ville  have  returned.  Colonel  Fiske  reports  tliat  Whitaker  ran  into  our 
party  which  had  started  the  day  previous,  uuder  command  of  Ma,jor 
Hildreth,  Sixteenth  Indiana.  Major  Hildreth  recaptured  all  the  mules 
and  horses  and  a  number  of  prisoners.  The  remainder  threw  away 
their  arms  and  scattered  into  the  swampsin  every  direction.  Itis  said, 
though  not  yet  official,  that  Whitaker  Avas  so  hard  pressed  that  he 
threw  away  his  clothing  and  swam  a  bayou  to  escape,  and  that  one  of 
our  men  holds  his  uniform  as  a  trophy.  Major  Hildreth  also  captured 
one  of  the  larger  boats  which  Whitaker  came  in  with  in  Bayou  Corn. 
I  anticipate  that  my  other  detachments  will  catch  some  of  the 
stragglers. 

Very  happily,  yours, 

'  E.  A.  CAMERON, 

Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  District. 

Lieutenant  Maloney, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Southern   Division  of  Louisiana. 


Thibodeaux,  April  5,  1865. 

(Received  8.05  p.  m.) 
Major  Hildreth  has  returned  to  Donaldsonville,  bringing  8  prisoners, 
60  mules,  a  quantity  of  arms,  &c.  The  overseer  of  the  McCall  planta- 
tion claims  all  the  mules.  I  liave  directed  Colonel  Fiske  to  return  the 
mules  to  their  legal  owners  on  satisfactory  ])roof  of  ownership.  If  this 
course  is  not  approved  by  General  Sherman,  please  let  me  know  imme- 
diately, that  I  may  countermand  it. 
Truly,  yours, 

K.  A.  CAMERON, 
Brigadier- Genera  I  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  District. 
Lieutenant  Maloney, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Netc  Orleans. 


No.  2. 

Reports  of  Maj.  George  R.  Davis,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 

Barkacks  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry, 

Near  Napoleonville,  La.,  April  5,  1865. 
Lieutenant  :  Pursuant  to  instruction  s  from  post  headquarters,  dated 
April  4,  1865,  I  proceeded  with  two  officers  and  about  fifty  men  to 
Grand  Bayou.  Leaving  Napoleonville  at  2  p.  m.,  I  arrived  at  Grand 
Bayou  at  4.30  p.  m.,  at  which  place  1  found  a  detachment  of  the  Six- 
teenth Indiana  Mounted  Infantry  guarding  horses,  mules,  and  prison- 
ers. 1  learned  that  Whitaker  had  been  attacked  and  the  mules  recap- 
tured, and  some  eight  or  ten  men  captured,  and  that  our  main  force 
was  over  the  bayou.  I  then  re-enforced  the  pickets  at  Grand  Bayou 
with  one  half  of  my  command,  and  proceeded  with  the  remainder  (dis- 
mounted) to  Bayou  Corn  and  crossed,  at  which  place  I  found  Majjor 
Hildreth  returning  with  his  command.    He  stated  that  Whitaker's 
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force  liiicl  \sic] ;  tliat  tliey  swam  tlie  bayon,  tlirowing-  away  tboir 
guns  and  clothing;  that  he  liad  been  througli  to  (ientil's  Landing, 
and  had  found  that  they  had  escaped  from  liim,  and  that  there  were 
only  two  boats  found,  which  had  been  destroyed.  Believing  the  duty 
assigned  to  this  detachment  had  been  performed,  I  returned  to  Grand 
Bayou,  where  the  Sixteenth  Indiana  Mounted  Infantry  had  been  re-en- 
forced by  another  company  from  l^onaldsonville.  After  finding  both 
horses  and  men  1  returned  to  this  post.  The  Sixteenth  Indiana  Mounted 
Infantry  remained  at  the  Grand  Bayou  with  the  prisoners  and  mules, 
aud  were  to  return  early  this  morning,  requiring  uo  further  assistauce. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  R.  DAVIS, 
Major,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 
Lieut.  E.  K.  Thompson, 

Adjutant  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 


Camp  Third  Ehode  Island  Cavalry, 

Post  NapoleonriUe,  La.,  April  11, 1865. 
Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 
Pursuant  to  Instructions  received  from  headquarters  post  Napoleon- 
ville,  La.,  on  the  Oth  instant  I  assumed  command  of  114  mounted  men 
of  the  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry.  At  5  a.  m.  Ajnil  7, 18Go,  I  marched 
to  within  three  miles  and  a  half  of  Grand  Bayou,  at  which  point  I  dis- 
mounted forty-two  men  and  ordered  Captain  Bushee  to  proceed  with 
the  remainder  of  the  comnwand  and  the  horses  of  the  dismounted  men 
to  Ford's  Crossing,  on  Grand  Bayou,  with  instructions  to  make  such 
disposition  of  his  force  as  would  avoid  surprise  aud  disaster,  and 
await  there  for  further  orders.  I  instructed  Captain  Sayles,  on  arriving 
at  Ford's  Crossing,  to  dismount  twenty  men  of  his  company  (leaving  his 
horses  and  extra  men  with  Captain  Bushee)  and  proceed  across  Grand 
Bayou,  thence  to  Bayou  Corn  and  cross,  and  to  make  such  disposition 
of  his  command  as  would  prevent  any  person  escaping  from  Brul6 
Creux  by  the  Paincourtville  and  Jauntes  roads,  or  by  the  woods  on 
the  Bayou  Corn  side.  I  proceeded  with  the  dismounted  men  to  Grand 
Bayou  via  [what  is]  known  as  "  Muddy  Way  to  Grand  Bayou;"  crossed 
about  one  mile  below  the  mouth  of  Bayou  Corn,  thence  througli  the 
swamp  across  Bayou  Creux  to  the  brule.  I  then  searched  every  house, 
barn,  shed,  and  known  lurking  place  in  that  vicinity,  and  finding  no 
indication  of  Whitaker's  gang  I  proceeded  to  Bayou  Corn,  where  I 
found  Captain  Sayles  with  his  command.  I  then  proceeded  to  Jauntes' 
plantation,  crossing  Bayou  Pierre  Pass,  and  encamped  for  the  night.  I 
sent  small  detachments  into  different  localities  in  that  vicinity  to  lay 
concealed  and  watch  the  roads,  paths,  and  bayous,  with  instructions  to 
bring  in  every  man  they  saw.  At  daylight  on  the  following  day  I 
instructed  Captain  Scott  to  proceed  with  his  company  to  Bay  Natchez 
aud  watch  the  bay  and  communicate  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ilice  if 
possible.  He  returned  at  noon  and  reported  that  on  arriving  at  the 
bay  he  posted  a  picket  upon  one  of  the  trees  in  such  position  that  he 
could  see  about  two  miles  down  and  one  mile  up  the  bay.  He  then 
marched  about  1,000  yards  up  and  down  the  bay,  and  could  see  noth- 
ing of  the  expedition  that  left  Bayou  Bojuf,  and  therefore  returned. 
I  then  sent  forward  six  men,  with  orders  to  proceed  to  Bayou  Pierre 
Pass,  two  on  the  right,  two  on  the  left,  and  two  in  a  pirogue  in  the 
bayou.    I  then  marched  the  whole  command  to  the  bay  except  a  small 
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picket-post,  wliicli  I  left  at  Jauiites'.  All  the  lurking  places  on  the 
route  were  searched  thoroughly.  I  encamped  at  the  bay  for  the  night. 
At  8.30  ]).  m.  I  crossed  a  small  detachment  and  sent  them  forward  to 
Gross'  plantation,  near  Bell  Eiver.  1  also  sent  a  small  force  down  the 
bay.  They  returned  reporting  everything  quiet  and  not  a  man  to  be 
seen.  Small  detachments  were  extended  from  the  bay  to  Jauntes',  in 
rear  of  this  brul6,  to  lay  concealed  and  watch  during  the  night.  At 
diiylight  on  the  following  morning  1  returned  to  Jauntes'  plantation 
and  endeavored  to  pass  through  to  the  Jim  Anderson  place  on  Bay 
Natchez,  but  could  not  on  account  of  the  water  and  mud  in  the 
swamp,  being  six  or  seven  feet  deep.  I  then  ])roceeded  to  Bayou  Corn 
and  sent  out  small  detachments  in  every  direction,  and  encamped  at 
this  bayou  for  the  night.  At  daylight  on  the  lOth  iu.stant  I  sent  a 
detachment  in  pirogues  and  flats,  under  command  of  Captain  Sayles, 
up  Bayou  Corn.  He  returned  about  12  m.,  stating  that  he  proceeded 
up  Bayou  Corn  about  one  mile,  then  to  the  left  up  Bayou  Pecan,  and 
searched  all  the  houses;  he  then  returned  into  Bayou  Corn  and  pro- 
ceeded up  that  some  four  or  five  miles.  The  peojilc  upon  Bayou  Pecan 
stated  that  that  was  the  main  thoroughfare  of  Whi taker  and  Brown; 
that  this  bayou  runs  into  Bayou  Corn  from  Bay  Natchez.  I  then 
returned  to  Grand  Bayou,  mounted  the  command,  and  proceeded  to  this 
post,  arriving  in  the  evening.  I  took  one  horse  from  old  man  Whita- 
ker's  place  in  Brule  Creux,  which  was  stolen  from  Mr.  Jones,  of  this 
place,  some  time  since;  also  one  at  Blanchard's,  on  Bayou  Pierre  Pass, 
and  one  at  Dearbon's,  across  Bayou  Pierre  Pas.s,  both  stolen  two  weeks 
ago  from  Nicholas  Peutard's,  of  Paincourtville.  The  horses  have  been 
returned  to  their  rightful  owners.  I  found  at  a  blacksmith  shop  at 
Jauntes'  quite  a  quantity  of  old  gunlocks,  pieces  of  old  guns,  lead, 
bullet  molds,  &c.,  which  I  removed.  I  would  state,  in  conclusion,  that 
I  have  made  every  effort  in  my  power  to  catch  some  of  this  gang.  I 
had  a  good  and  faithful  guide;  I  visited  many  ])laces  at  which  no  Yan- 
kees had  been  seen  since  the  war  [commenced];  iiassed  through  deep 
swamps  and  up  bayous;  have  had  my  men  lay  concealed  watching 
their  main  thoroughfares,  and  have  used  every  effort  to  conceal  my 
position  and  force,  and  have  not  found  one  of  Whitaker's  men  in  that 
section  of  the  district. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  E.  DAVIS, 
Major,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  E.  K.  Thompson, 

Adjutant  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Col.  J.  Hale  Sypher,  Eleventh  U.  8.  Colored  Heavy  Artillery. 

Headquartees  [J.  S.  Forces, 

Plaqnemine,  La.,  April  24,  1SG5. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  instructions 
from  headquarters  La  Fourche  District,  La.,  I  sent  all  the  available 
cavalry  at  this  post,  Captain  Avery,  one  commissioned  officer  and  fifty- 
two  enlisted  men  of  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry,  to  The  Park  on  the 
4th  of  April,  1865,  with  eight  days'  rations  and  sixty  rounds  of  ammu- 
uitiou.    The  force  performed  picket  duty  between  Indian  Village  and 
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The  Park,  ou  Bayou  Plaquemirie,  six  days  without  seeing  an  enemy 
and  on  the  9th  instant  they  returned  to  this  post,  by  orders  of  Briga- 
dier General  Cameron,  having  sustained  no  loss  or  committed  any 
depredations. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.,  ,      ,  T.,  J-  H.  SYPHER, 

Colonel  Meventh   U.  S.  Colored  Heavy  Artillery,  Corndg.  Post. 

Assistant  Adjutant-Geneual  La  Foukche  District, 

Thibodeaux,  La. 


No.  4. 


Report  of  Lient.  William  D.  McGuire,  Tenth  U.  >S'.  Colored  Heavy  Artil- 
lery. 

Brashear  City,  La.,  April  8, 1865. 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  [pursuant  to]  instructions 
from  headquarters  post  Brashear,  La.,  I  proceeded  to  the  mouth  of  Bayou 
Long  with  fifty  men  from  Company  G,  Tenth  U.  S.  Colored  Heavy 
Artillery,  at  G  p.  m.  April  6, 18G5,  arriving  at  that  place  at  8  o'clock  the 
same  evening.  I  lauded  about  one-quarter  of  a  mde  from  its  mouth 
and  distributed  my  men  along  the  right  bank  of  the  bayou,  iu  five 
posts,  leaving  fifteen  men  ou  board  the  Cornie,  where  we  lay  concealed 
until  6  a.  m.,  April  8, 1865,  at  which  time  we  returned  to  this  post,  as  I 
had  been  previously  Instructed.  No  enemy  appeared  and  no  casualties 
or  accidents  occurred  during  the  entire  expedition. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  McGUIRE, 
Second  Lieut.  Company  G,  Tenth  U.  S:  Colored  Heavy  Artillery. 
Capt.  T.  J.  Whiteman, 

Acting  Font  Adjutant,  Branhear,  La. 


No.  5. 

Report  of  Maj.  James  M.  Hildreth,  Sixteenth  Indiana  Mounted  Infantry. 

Hdqes.  Detach.  Sixteenth  Indiana  Mounted  Infty., 

Doualdsoiivitle,  La.,  April  5, 1865. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  headquarters  U.  S.  Forces,  dated 
Donaldsonville,  La.,  April  3,  1805,  I  proceeded  with  a  detachment  of 
lOOmenof  my  command  toward  Lake  Natchez.  Ireached  Doctor  Ford's 
plantation  on  Grand  Bayou  at  4  p.  m.  of  3d  instant,  and  proceeded 
down  the  bayou  about  two  miles  and  nearly  one  jnile  below  where 
Bayou  Corn  empties  into  Grand  Bayou.  I  found  it  to  be  difficult  in 
crossing  horses  at  this  place,  so  concluded  I  would  encamp  for  the 
night  and  cross  seventy-five  men  (dismounted)  in  the  morning.  I  seized 
a  boat  from  three  citizens  who  were  passing  up  the  bayou  and  detained 
the  citizens.  At  6  a.  m.  of  the  4th  of  April  I  commenced  crossing  ..iy 
command,  leaving  a  guard  of  one  commissioned  otticer  and  twenty-five 
men  with  the  horses  of  the  command.  I  immediately  took  up  my  line 
of  march  through  the  swamp  to  Whitaker's  plantation,  a  distance  of 
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three  miles.  We  were  compelled  to  wade  tbrouffh  water  from  oue  to 
three  feet  deep  for  n  distance  of  about  two  miles.  On  arriving  at 
Whitaker's  1  found  Captain  Brown  and  four  men  on  picket.  My 
advance  opened  ii re  upon  them,  but  they  escaped  through  the  swamps. 
The  owner  of  this  plantation,  Whitaker  (the  father  of  the  rebel  captain 
of  that  name),  assured  me  there  Avere  no  rebels  near  him.  I  told  him 
that  four  of  them  had  just  run  out  of  his  stable,  but  he  persisted  in 
asserting  he  knew  nothing  of  their  having  been  there,  an  assertion  I 
could  not  credit  under  the  circumstances  then  existing.  I  inquired  if 
he  knew  of  the  whereabouts  of  his  son,  (Japt.  William  Whitaker.  He 
assured  me  he  did  not.  I  then  moved  on  about  a  mile.  The  advance 
met  a  force  of  the  enemy  concealed  behind  bushes.  We  opened  lire  on 
them.  The  rebels  seemed  prepared  to  make  a  stand,  and  my  men 
charged  them  with  a  yell,  drove  them  back  m  great  confusion,  wound- 
ing 1  and  captunng  4.  We  pursued  them  and  captured  4  more  while 
attempting  to  cross  a  bayou,  name  unknown.  1  learned  that  the  enemy 
was  under  the  leadership  of  Captain  Whitaker.  They  escaped  by 
swimming  a  bayou  or  coulee  running  from  Bayou  Corn  to  Bayou  Pierre 
Pass.  Prisoners  reported  that  the  enemy  threw  most  of  their  clothing 
and  arms  into  the  bayou.  The  men  of  my  command  ])icked  up  clothing 
that  must  have  been  worn  by  nearly  twenty  men,  and  considerable  was 
seen  lioating  on  the  water.  I  next  proceeded  to  the  ferry  of  Bayou 
Pierre  Pass  and  ascertained  the  enemy  had  not  escaped  that  route,  and 
supposed,  from  information  received  from  negroes  and  citizens,  that 
they  had  retreated  to  the  right  of  Jauntes'.  We  tiieu  returned  to  Bayou 
Corn  and  crossed  over  between  fifty  and  sixty  mules  and  one  horse, 
captured  from  Whitaker,  together  with  the  eight  prisoners,  and  left 
them  with  the  guard  protecting  the  horses  of  the  command,  on  this 
side  of  Grand  Bayou.  I  then  started  back  to  Jauntes'  with  seventy 
men  and  found  seven  rebels  at  Bayou  Corn.  Fired  on  them;  two  of 
them  returned  the  fire.  They  then  all  fled  to  the  woods,  leaving  one 
musket.  After  leaving  a  guard  with  the  boats  at  Bayou  Corn  1  moved 
to  Bayou  Pierre  Pass,  from  where  Captain  Macklin  with  his  company 
(K)  crossed  the  bayou  and  went  to  Jauntes'  house,  but  could  obtain 
no  information  relative  to  the  movements  of  the  enemj^  On  my  return 
I  met  Major  Davis,  of  the  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry,  with  fifty  men, 
and  Lieutenants  Ellis  and  Bahncke,  with  about  thirty  men  of  Sixteenth 
Indiana  Mounted  Infantry,  at  Bayou  Corn.  We  remained  at  Bayou 
Corn  a  short  time  and  then  the  whole  command  returned  to  Grand 
Bayou;  effected  a  crossing;  encamjied  for  the  night,  as  the  men  were 
worn  down  with  fatigue  and  required  rest.  I  brought  the  boat  found  in 
Bayou  Corn  into  Grand  Bayou;  used  it  for  crossing  the  command,  after 
which  destroyed  it.  On  the  morning  of  the  5th  I  started  to  return  to 
camp,  satisfied  that  everything  had  been  accomplished  that  could  be 
under  the  circumstances,  and  arrived  at  this  place  with  the  prisoners, 
horses,  and  mules  captured  from  Whitaker's  command.  I  neglected  to 
state  that  the  rebel  was  wounded  severely  and  left  at  the  house  of  a 
citizen  at  Bayou  Corn. 

Hoping  that  this  report  will  meet  your  approval,  1  ain,  sir,  very 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J,  M.  HILDEETH, 
Major  iSiMeenth  Indiana  Mounted  Infantry. 
Lieut  L.  K.  Hall, 

lost  Adjutant. 
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No.  6. 

lieijort  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  L.  Rice,  Seventy-fifth   U.  S.  Colored  Troops. 

Bayott  Ba!:u]<'  Station,  April  8, 1865. 
Silt :  I  biive  the  honor  to  report  tliat  I  moved  from  tbis  station  at  2 
a.  m.  on  the  4tb  instant  with  100  men,  50  from  the  Sixteenth  Indiana 
Mounted  Infantry,  25  from  the  First  Louisiana  Cavalry,  and  25  from 
the  Seventy-fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  in  twenty-two  small  boats 
J  moved  via  Lake  Palourde,  La  Fourche  Pass,  tiratss  I^ake,  Four  Mile 
Bayou,  and  Lake  Verret.  From  the  foot  of  Lake  Verret  I  sent  Lieu- 
tenant Steel,  Sixteenth  Indiana,  with  fifty  men,  to  follow  up  the  west- 
ern shore,  while  I  proceeded  up  the  eastern  shore  with  the  remainder 
of  the  command,  appointing  Bayou  Pierre  I'ass  a  rendezvous  to  be 
reached  by  both  parties  at  sunset.  Large  numbers  of  floating  craft 
were  destroyed  on  both  routes.  At  the  mouth  of  Bayou  Saint  Vincent 
I  heard  a  I'umor  that  Whitaker  was  on  Bayou  La  Foureht  on  a  thiev- 
ing expedition.  I  could  learn  nothing  definite  as  to  his  force  or  bis 
whereabouts.  To  get  more  information  I  moved  up  the  bayou  two 
)niles,  but  as  this  was  taking  me  too  far  away  from  the  appointed  ren- 
dezvous, I  turned  into  a  small  bayou  to  the  left  and  passed  round  into 
Grand  Bayou.  Here  t  learned  positively  that  Whitaker  crossed  Bay 
Natchez  with  his  gang  two  days  before,  and  went  across  the  country 
to  Bayou  La  Fourche.  I  made  haste  to  join  Lieutenant  Steel  at  Bayou 
Pierre  Pass,  designing  to  move  with  the  whole  command  up  Grand 
Bayou  as  far  as  tlie  road  from  Juantes'  Landing,  secrete  my  boats,  and 
march  on  Whitaker's  rear.  On  reaching  Jiayou  Pierre  Pass,  however, 
i  found  the  Indiana  men  were  completely  exhausted  with  rowing, 
owing  to  their  inexperience.  It  was  8  p.  m.,  and  the  men  had  rowed 
continuously  for  eighteen  hours.  I  decided  to  remain  at  Bayou  Pierre 
Pass  till  the  next  morning.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  I  learned 
that  our  cavalry  from  Donaldsouville  had  had  an  engagement  with 
Whitaker  on  Bayou  Corn,  and  had  dispersed  his  whole  gang  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  4th.  This  decided  me  to  change  my  course,  which  I 
did  at  once,  entering  Little  Bayou  Natchez,  which  leads  into  Bay  Nat- 
chez, and  making  all  haste  to  reach  Juantes'  Landing  before  Whitaker, 
whom  I  believed  to  be  retreating  in  that  direction.  On  coming  within 
two  miles  of  Burnley's  Landing,  the  point  at  which  I  expected  to  enter 
Bay  Natchez,  I  found  the  bayou  so  narrow  that  the  oars  could  not  be 
worked.  From  this  point  I  sent  Lieutenant  Steel  with  fifty  men  to  sur- 
round Burnley's  house  and  capture  everybody  on  the  premises.  I  had 
jireviously  learned  that  cotton  speculators,  smugglers,  mail  carriers. 
Confederate  quartermasters,  &c.,  were  wont  to  congregate  at  this 
house.  Lieutenant  Steel  captured  1  lieutenant,  3  privates  (Confeder- 
ates), 1  cotton  speculator,  1  smuggler,  and  the  proprietor  (Mr.  Burnley), 
besides  a  package  of  mail  matter  and  a  box  of  contraband  goods.  In 
the  meantime  with  the  rest  of  the  command  I  pushed  and  dragged  the 
boats  about  a  mile  faither,  when  the  bayou  ceased  altogether.  I  then 
im])ressed  Burnley's  plantation  teams  and  negroes  and  drew  the  boats 
across  to  Bay  Natchez.  As  soon  as  the  boats  were  afloat  again  I 
])ushed  rapidly  for  Juantes'  Landing.  Arriving  there  I  found  no  traces 
of  Whitaker.  I  then  made  for  Anderson's  Landing,  three  miles  above. 
I  found  he  had  landed  there,  but  had  returned,  taken  his  boats,  and 
was  off  to  parts  unknown.  I  then  hurried  on  up  Grand  River,  thinking 
he  inight  be  on  that  stream,  and  be  caught  between  me  and  tlie  gun- 
boat at  Bayou  Pigeon.    After  proceeding  about  two  miles  1  captured 
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his  colored  servant,  who  had  left  him  during  the  affair  on  Bayoa  Corn. 
From  this  man  1  learned  that  Whitaker  took  with  him  ou  this  expedi- 
tion forty-five  picked  men  from  his  own,  from  Vincent's,  Murphy's,  and 
Williams'  companies;  that  iu  the  engagement  with  our  cjiivalry  they 
were  badly  scattered,  and  Avere  making  their  way  through  the  bayous 
as  best  tLey  could.  Soon  after  I  took  foui-  of  Whitaker's  men,  one  of 
them  badly  wounded,  on  their  way  to  Bayou  Pigeon  in  a  pirogue. 
Their  story  was  substantially  the  same  as  that  of  the  negro,  but  I  could 
not  learu  from  any  source  what  route  Whitaker  liad  taken  with  the  men 
who  remained  with  him.  When  within  six  miles  of  Bayou  Pigeou  I 
came  upon  a  drift  of  logs  which  choked  up  the  stream  so  that  it  was 
seemingly  impassable.  However,  after  an  hour's  hard  labor  I  got  three 
boats  through.  Placing  tlie  prisoners  iu  these  I  started  for  the  gun- 
boat, leaving  Lieutenant  Steel  in  command  below  the  drift,  with 
instructions  to  lie  quietly  in  the  woods  and  take  up  other  stragglers 
who  might  come  along.  I  reached  the  gun-boat  safely  at  midnight  and 
transferred  the  prisoners  to  her.  The  commanding  officer  had  no  infor- 
mation for  me.  On  the  return  from  the  gun-boat  Private  Oscar  Close, 
Company  K,  First  Louisiana  Cavalry,  was  lost  in  some  unaccountable 
manner.  He  was  in  a  small  boat,  with  Whitaker's  negro  to  row  for 
him.  The  boat  disappeared  very  suddenly ;  could  not  have  been  gone 
more  than  ten  minutes  before  it  was  missed,  and  yet  a  rigid  search 
failed  to  discover  it,  such  was  the  intense  darkness.  It  is  my  belief 
that  Close  fell  asleep  and  the  negro  killed  him  or  carried  him  oft'  into 
some  small  bayou.  During  the  night  one  more  prisoner  was  taken.  I 
started  at  daylight  on  the  6th  and  returned  to  Bay  Natchez.  Here  I 
learned  positively  that  Whitaker  had  gone  up  Lake  Natchez  into  Choc- 
taw Bayou,  on  his  way  to  Grossetete.  As  he  had  twenty-four  hours'  start 
of  me  I  deemed  it  useless  to  pursue  and  started  ou  my  returu.  I  tried 
three  different  outlets  of  Bay  Natchez  before  I  found  one  sufficiently 
clear  of  drift  to  admit  of  a  passage.  I  reached  Ivey's  place  on  Bell 
Kiver  at  sunset,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night.  Started  again  early  ou 
the  morning  of  the  7th  and  i>roceeded  by  way  of  Bell  Kiver,  Bayou 
Long,  Bayou  Milhomme,  and  Lake  Palourde  to  Bayou  Bueuf,  reaching 
this  station  at  4  p.  m.  I  destroyed  two  large  flats  and  sixty-five 
smaller  water  craft  on  the  lakes  and  bayous  through  which  I  passed, 
besides  replacing  a  number  of  my  own  boats  which  became  unservice- 
able during  the  trip.  The  men  were  kept  well  iu  hand,  and  every  effort 
made  by  officers  to  prevent  pillaging  or  other  disorder.  I  believe  these 
efforts  were  uniforndy  successful.  I  will  explain  my  reasons  for  arrest- 
ing the  three  citizens  at  Burnley's.  W.  C.  Lawes  is  a  cotton  speculator 
from  New  Orleans.  He  had  a  i»ass  signed  by  Major-General  Hurlbut; 
had  been  at  Burnley's  a  month,  along  with  Lieutenant  Carver,  Second 
Louisiana  Cavalry  (Confederate),  and  several  other  Confederate  officers, 
who  were  receiving  large  quantities  of  goods  from  Napoleonville  via 
the  Portage  and  Bayou  Pierre  Pass.  Lawes  has  been  a  Confederate 
officer.  He  says  he  is  a  loyal  man;  then  he  will  tell  who  carries  qui- 
nine from  Napoleonville  to  the  Confederacy  by  way  of  Burnley's. 
Arsene  Simoneaud  is  charged  with  smuggling  contraband  goods  by  his 
neighbors  and  by  his  wife.  H.  Burnley  harbors  the  whole  gang ;  grinds 
corn  for  Whitaker;  had  in  his  house  a  large  mail,  of  which  very 
many  letters  were  written  from  within  our  lines,  and  he  must  know 
Avho  furnishes  so  many  goods  to  Confederate  officers,  who  come  to  his 
house  to  receive  them.  My  paramount  object  in  arresting  these  three 
men  was  to  secure  my  own  safety  while  in  that  region.  The  box  of 
goods  seized  contains  28  ounces  quinine,  7  ounces  morphiai  sulphas,  0 
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pairs  horsemen's  spurs,  8  pairs  flannel  drawers,  3  knit  f  annel  shirts,  3 
colored  flannel  shirts,  1  i)iece  brown  shirting,  4  pieces  blue  shirting,  1 
piece  calico,  6  dozen  spools  thread,  3  boxes  steel  pens,  5  pocket  diaries, 
all  of  which  I  send"  marked  to  you  to-morrow  by  U.  S.  military  railroad. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  L.  RICE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Seventy-fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry. 
Uai)t.  B.  B.  Campbell, 

Anxistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  7. 
Report  of  Capt.  Elias  F.  Stall,  Ninety-third  JJ.  8.  Colored  Troops. 

Brasheae  City,  La.,  April  7,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  the  following  to  report  iu  relation 
to  the  late  expedition : 

I  went  aboard  the  U.  S.  steamer  Glide  with  seventy -five  men  on  the 
evening  of  the  3d  instant,  and  immediately  proceeded  to  the  river  and 
lakes  and  came  to  anchor  at  2  o'clock  the  next  morning  off  the  mouth 
of  Little  Pigeon  Bayou.  At  daylight  on  the  4th  we  entered  the  bayou, 
and  after  some  diificulty  with  logs  and  driftwood,  which  in  some  places 
completely  closed  up  the  channel,  we  reached  its  head  about  noon  that 
day.  I  went  ashore  at  once  with  a  few  men,  and  was  informed  that 
Whitaker  with  seventy-five  men  had  passed  down  tlie  river  a  few 
days  before,  and  was  followed  the  next  day  by  a  lieutenant  with  eight- 
een men.  Tliey  camped  a  short  time  at  Judge  Baker's  plantation  and 
then  moved  on,  they  said  to  capture  horses  and  mules  in  the  La 
Fourche  District.  On  the  Bth  I  heard  that  Whitaker  had  left  five 
horses  at  Baker's  plantation  some  time  before,  and  thinking  it  to  be 
my  duty  to  secure  the  animals,  I  marched  with  fifty  men  for  that  place, 
three  miles.  On  arriving  at  the  first  plantation  I  learned  that  Whit- 
aker had  staid  at  Baker's  the  night  before  and  had  gone  into  the 
woods  that  morning  with  seventy-five  men.  Thinking  there  might 
be  some  truth  iu  the  report,  1  proceeded  with  caution  through  the 
woods,  \vhich  were  very  dense,  but  could  see  no  signs  of  the  enemy. 
I  was  afterward  told  that  he  had  not  been  there.  Acting  Ensign 
Cole  also  went  along  with  the  men  in  a  cutter,  but  saw  nothing  near 
the  river.  There  were  five  horses  and  a  mule  and  McClellan  sad- 
dle found  on  the  place.  They  were  left  there  by  Whitaker's  men,  so  I 
was  informed  by  the  negroes.  A  white  man  that  lived  there  said  that 
he  bought  the  saddle  of  a  soldier.  The  horses,  mules,  and  saddle  were 
brought  away,  and  it  was  my  intention  to  have  turned  them  over  to 
the  post  quartermaster,  but  Captain  Leonard  would  not  permit  them 
to  be  brought  ashore.  Colonel  Eice  arrived  about  10  p.  ra.  on  the  5th 
with  11  prisoners— 1  lieutenant,  7  privates,  and  3  citizens— who  were 
turned  over  to  the  commander  of  the  boat.  Colonel  Rice  reported 
Whitaker's  gang  badly  used  up.  They  were  whipped  near  Napoleon- 
ville,  and  lost  8  or  10  men  killed  and  wounded  (prisoners),  and  after- 
ward by  Colonel  Rice,  who  captured  the  prisoners  we  brought  down. 
He  desired  the  boat  to  remain  in  the  head  o,f  the  bayou  until  1  o'clock 
the  next  day  ((ith),  when  if  he  sent  no  word,  to  go  down  to  the  mouth  of 
Big  Pigeon  Bayou  and  remain  till  12  o'clock  to  day.  We  were  unable 
to  get  through  Little  Pigeon   before  morning.     We  then  anchored 
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off  the  mouth  of  Big  Pigeon  Bayou,  as  directed,  until  12.30  to-day, 
when  we"  returned  to  this  place,  where  we  have  arrived  without  acci- 
dent. Mr.  Whitaker  was  very  Idnd  to  us;  he  gave  us  forage  for  the 
horses,  and  two  beef-cattle. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

■^        ^  ELI  AS  F.  STALL, 

Captain,  Ninety-third  U.  IS.  Colored  Infantry. 

Capt.  T.  J.  Whiteman, 

Post  Adjutant. 


APRIL  3,  1865.— Pursuit  of  Bushwhackers  near  Farmington,  Mo. 

Report  of  Capt.  John  Royes,  Seventh  Kansas  Cavalry. 

Hdqks.  Company  B,  Seventh  Kansas  Cavalry, 

Farmington,  Mo.,  April  4,  1865. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  iuforraatiou: 
Yesterday  about  9  o'clock  a  report  was  brought  to  nie  by  citizens 
that  Hilderbranrt  and  liis  gang,  numbering  eight  men  in  all,  were  at 
Hered's  place,  near  Big  River  Mills,  at  daylight  and  took  breakfast. 
On  receiving  this  report  I  immediately  sent  out  two  details,  one  under 
Sergeant  Hood,  the  other  under  Sergeant  Cable,  to  intercept  them. 
Sergeant  Hood  proceeded  on  the  Potosi  road  about  four  miles,  when  he 
struck  their  trail  on  the  Iron  road.  They  were  evidently  making  their 
way  toward  Dent's  Station,  Iron  Mountain  Eailroad,  but  hearing  of  my 
men  being  in  pursuit  changed  their  course  aud  struck  south.  Sergeant 
Hood  followed  the  trail  as  best  he  could,  now  and  then  getting  off'  the 
track  as  they  traveled  no  plain  roads,  but  took  through  thick  woods 
and  by-paths.  They  had  about  fourteen  led  horses,  according  to  citi- 
zens' reports.  About  two  miles  from  this  place  they  ran  in  and  took 
out  an  old  black  man,  and  killed  him  about  seven  miles  from  town. 
They  crossed  the  Pilot  Knob  plank  road  about  live  miles  from  here,  and 
took  six  horses  from  teams  on  the  road.  My  two  details  united  about 
noon  and  followed  the  trail  as  far  as  Burnham's  Mills,  on  the  Blairs- 
ville  road.  The  horses  being  so  fatigued,  having  traveled  some  forty 
miles.  Sergeant  Hood  thought  it  advisable  not  to  pursue  farther.  I 
afterward  learned  that  they  passed  on  the  west  side  of  the  Saint 
Francis  River  and  probably  about  seven  miles  east  of  Pilot  Knob,  so 
on  through  what  is  called  Flat  Woods.  I  sent  information  by  Captain 
Sanders  yesterday  to  you,  that  you  might  telegraph  to  Fredricktown, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  NOTES, 
Captain,  Seventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  Commanding  Company  B. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Hillyer, 

Commanding  Third  Sub  District,  Pilot  Knoh,  Mo. 


APRIL  8-10,  1865.— Pursuit  of  Guerrillas  in  Northeast  Missouri. 

Report  of  Col.  Alexander  F.  Denny,  Missouri  Militia. 

Headquarters  Sub-District  of  Howard, 

Glasgow,  Mo.,  April  16,  1865. 
General:  Lieut.  James  McKinsey  with  seven  men  started  from  this 
place  on  the  8th  instant  in  pursuit  of  Capt.  Bob  Rucker,  Capt.  Jim 
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Matlock,  and  James  Itucker,  three  noted  guerrillas  of  this  county.  He 
pursued  them  until  the  lOtb,  when  he  came  up  with  them,  crossing 
the  Mississippi  at  Alexandria,  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  State.  A 
steam-boat  happened  to  be  at  the  landing  at  the  time  with  steam  up, 
which  was  pressed  into  service,  by  which  the  lieutenant  was  enabled  to 
place  some  men  on  the  Illinois  shore  before  liucker  and  his  companions 
had  made  good  their  landing  from  the  ferry- boat.  The  three  guerrillas 
were  captured  and  brought  back  to  Macon  City,  where  they  were  turned 
over  to  the  provost-marshal.  The  energy  and  activity  displayed  by  the 
lieutenant  and  the  men  under  his  command  entitle  them  to  special  com- 
mendation. The  lieutenant  desires  that  the  names  of  the  soldiers  who 
accompanied  him  may  be  given  you,  viz,  Corpl.  Simpson  Piper,  diaries 
S.  Day,  Matthias  Turuer,  J.  M.  M,  Goodwin,  William  Wisdom,  W.  R. 
Mills,  and  Samuel  L.  Davis.  He  also  desires  to  make  mention  of  the 
names  of  the  following  parties  wlio  joined  him  in  pursuit  after  he 

reached  the  town  of  Newark,  in  Kuox  County,  viz, Downing, 

William  Clifton,  Sam.  Bash,  J.  H.  Burch,  and  A.  N.  Anderson.  He  took 
from  the  prisoners  some  $263  in  money.  He  expended  for  transporta- 
tion and  other  purposes  about  $117.  The  remainder  was  turned  over  to 
Major  De  Bolt.  I  would  respectfully  ask  that  this  money,  together  with 
the  watch  taken,  may  be  turned  over  to  Lieutenant  McKiusey  and  the 
men  who  accompanied  him  on  the  expedition. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  DENNY, 
Colonel,  Missouri  Militia. 
General  C.  B.  Fisk, 

Commanding  District  of  North  Missouri,  Macon,  Mo. 


APEIL  12-13,  1865.— Expedition  from  Port  Hudson  to  Jackson,  La. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Cyrus  Hamlin,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  District 

of  Port  Hudson. 

Heabquaeteks  District  of  Poet  Hudson, 

Port  Hudson,  La.,  April  13,  1865. 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  last  night,  having  received  informa- 
tion from  Jackson,  I  sent  Lieut.  Col.  N.  C.  Mitchell,  commanding  Fourth 
U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry,  at  midnight  to  that  place.  My  adjutant-general, 
Captain  Getchell,  and  my  aide,  Lieutenant  Wing,  accompanied  him. 
They  entered  Jackson  at  daylight  and  succeeded  m  capturing  Captain 
Bannon,  Thirteenth  Louisiana  Infantry;  Lieut.  J.  C.  Lemon,  Four- 
teenth Louisiana  Infantry,  and  two  privates.  I  have  directed  them  to  be 
sent  to  Baton  Kouge.  A  mail  was  also  captured,  but  of  no  importance. 
Within  the  last  three  days  a  small  force  has  visited  two  plantations  in 
this  vicinity  (Mr.  Aburger's  and  Miss  Loudon's),  taking  tour  negroes 
and  some  mules.  Captain  Bannon  informs  me  that  such  things  are 
done  contrary  to  his  orders.  The  men  taken  from  Miss  Loudon  were 
recaptured  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mitchell  this  morning  on  his  return; 
also  one  man  and  one  mule  belonging  to  Mr  Aburger.  I  have  learned 
the  names  of  some  of  these  men  in  these  raiding  parties,  the  parents  ot 
whom  Uve  between  here  and  Ja<;kson,and  if  they  continue  m  such  con- 
duct I  shall  take  mules,  &c.,  from  them  and  make  restitution  for  the 
property  stolen.  I  believe  theie  is  an  organized  band  to  steal  mules 
K  our  lines,  for  the  purpose  of  selling  them  to  citizens  in  the  vicinity 
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of  Cliuton.  The  expedition  returued  this  forenoon  about  10  o'clock, 
the  only  casualty  being  one  enlisted  man  wounded.  The  rear  guard 
had  a  slight  skirmish  in  leaving  Jackson  with  some  of  Colonel  Griffith's 
force,  which  is  sujjposed  to  be  near  Jackson. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CYEUS  HAMLIN, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

Capt.  William  H.  Clapp,  . 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Northern  Division  of  Louisiana. 


APRIL  12-13,  1865.— Scout  from  Tallahassa  Mission,  Ind.  Ter. 

Report  cf  Lieut.  Francis  J.  Fox,  First  Indian  Home   Guard  [Kansas) 

Infantry. 

Headquarters, 
Tallahassa  3Iission,  C.  N.,  April  13,  1865. 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  scout  of  eight  men,  four  mounted 
and  four  on  foot,  that  I  dispatched  by  Choska,  west  of  here  in  the 
direction  of  Concharty,  returned  late  last  night  in  a  great  hurry  and 
very  much  scared.  The  sergeant  of  the  scout  reports  as  follows:  That 
he  passed  through  Choskatown  and  told  his  footmen  to  keep  on  whilst 
he  went  ahead  with  his  horsemen  to  look  out  for  an  enemy  and  gather 
some  beef-cattle,  which  he  performed;  and  having  about  lifteeu  head  of 
cattle  on  the  road,  about  iive  miles  this  side  of  Concharty  (twenty-five 
miles  to  Concharty  from  here),  on  his  return  to  meet  his  footmen,  when 
all  of  a  sudden  nine  well  mounted  armed  men  dashed  up  after  them, 
but  stopped,  dismounted,  and  fired  a  volley  at  long  range;  then 
mounted  and  charged,  when  the  sergeant  and  his  men  thought  "pru- 
dence the  best  part  of  valor"  and  charged  also,  but  with  their  ponies' 
tails  toward  the  foe,  abandoning  the  beef-cattle,  and  arriving  here 
minus  a  pony,  which  broke  down  on  'the  retreat.  The  supposition  is 
that  the  enemy  are  cattle  thieves,  and  appeared  to  be  white  men.  All 
well  at  the  Mission.  The  Arkansas  is  reported  very  deep  and  impass- 
able. I  received  rations  and  clothing  all  right,  which  had  to  be  ferried 
over  in  small  quantities  in  canoes  at  old  Marshall's  place.  Then  we 
pressed  wagons  and  hauled  theui  up  to  the  Mission,  about  six  miles. 
I  hope  it  is  true  that  Richmond  is  ours. 

I  remain,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servent, 

P.  J.  FOX, 
First  Lieutenant,  &e. 
Col.  William  A.  Phillips, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade. 


APRIL  12-16,  1865.— Scout  from  Dakota  City,  Nebr.  Ter. 

Report  of  Capt.  Zaremba  Jackson,  First  Battalion  Nebraska  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Post  Dakota, 
Dakota  City,  Nebr.  Ter.,  April  17,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  hearing  of  depredations  being 
committed  up  on  the  South  Fork  of  Iowa  Creek,  I  started  with  a  detach- 
ment of  twenty  men  from  headquarters  this- post  on  the  12tU  iustaut  to 
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scout  for  the  Indians  committing  the  depredations.  Proceeded  west  up 
Elk  Creelf;  thence  across  the  hills  to  the  West  Fork  of  Badger  Creek; 
thence  up  that  stream  to  its  head,  and  thence  taking  a  westerly  direc- 
tion across  the  hills  to  the  South  Fork  of  Iowa  Creek;  thence  up  to  the 
Chalk  Branch;  thence  up  that  stream  about  ten  miles,  where  we  came 
on  the  Indians.  I  sent  a  detachment  a  circuitous  route  above  the 
encampment  to  cut  off  the  escape  of  the  depredators  in  that  direction, 
and  then,  by  moving  simultaneously  on  them  from  both  front  and  rear, 
succeeded  in  making  them  prisoners.  Moved  them  to  a  ijlace  where 
they  could  be  easily  guarded.  Placed  guards  to  prevent  their  escape 
and  crossed  over  to  the  South  Fork.  Proceeded  farther  up  that  stream 
and  its  branches  in  search  of  another  party,  whom  I  learned  from  the 
captives  were  in  that  vicinity  seven  or  eight  days  before.  After  search- 
ing for  two  days,  and  not  being  able  to  find  the  Indians,  although  find- 
ing two  places  where  they  had  been  in  camp,  I  returned  to  Chalk 
Branch,  took  my  captives,  and  brought  them  to  headquarters  of  this 
post,  where  I  have  them  prisoners.  I  dispatched  a  messenger  to  the 
agency  to  which  the  Indians  belong,  notifying  the  agent  of  the  arrest, 
and  said  to  him  that,  as  they  were  not  hostile  Indians,  upon  his  promise 
to  see  that  proper  restitution  and  reparation  was  made  to  the  parties 
aggrieved  I  would  deliver  the  Indians  to  him.  I  have. just  received  his 
answer  that  he  would  do  so,  and  to-morrow  morning  I  shall  send  them 
to  him  under  guard  as  prisoners.  It  may  be  proper  to  add  that  this 
post  comprises  the  district  of  country  that  is  settled  along  the  Missouri 
Kiver  and  between  the  Omaha  Indian  Reserve  and  the  liunning  Water 
River,  and  that  the  Omaha  Agency  is  twenty-eight  miles  south  from 
headquarters  this  post.  The  captured  Indians  were  Omahas,  and  the 
agent  informs  me  that  the  other  party  of  ten  lodges,  of  which  I  was  in 
pursuit,  has  not  yet  returned  to  the  agency.  I  shall  to-morrow  take  a 
supply  of  rations  and  start  again  in  search  of  them.  Our  rations  being 
exhausted  was  the  cause  of  our  return  from  the  trip  of  the  16th. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  through  headquarters  Eastern 
Sub-District  of  Nebraska. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  JACKSON, 

Gapt.,  First  Batt.  Nebraska  Vet.  Gav.,  Gomdg.  Post  of  Dakota. 
AssT.  Ad.tt.  Gen.  of  Brigadiek-General  Connor, 

Gommanding  District  of  the  Flains,  Denver,  Colo. 


APEIL  12-25,  1865.— Scout  from  Fort  Stanton,  N.  Mex. 
Report  of  Lieut.  Gharles  M.  Hubbell,  First  New  Mexico   Cavalry. 

Headquarters, 
Fort  Stanton,  N.  Mex.,  April  26,  1865. 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  Special 
Orders,  No.  12,  I  left  this  post  on  the  evening  of  the  12th  of  April, 
1865,  with  eight  men  of  Company  11  and'  seven  men  of  Company  A, 
First  Cavalry  New  Mexico  Volunteers,  with  fifteen  days'  rations,  in 
pursuit  of  some  Indians  that  had  stolen  stock  from  the  ranch  of  C. 
Christopher  &  Co.,  situated  on  the  junction  of  the  Carrizo  and  limdoso 
Creeks.    I  traveled  the  same  evening  nine  miles  and  camped.    April 
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13, 1  raised  camp  at  daylight  and  marched  to  the  said  ranch,  where  I 
learned  that  the  Indians  had  stolen  four  head  of  horses  and  four  head 
of  cattle.  Two  head  of  cattle  were  found  the  same  day  by  Mr.  Chris- 
topher, the  Indians  ha\ing  abandoned  them.  I  immediately  followed 
the  trail  of  the  Indians.  Five  miles  from  the  ranch  I  discovered  an  ox 
that  the  Indians  had  abandoned.  One  mile  farther  I  discovered  the 
fourth  ox,  killed  by  the  Indians  and  about  one  fourth  of  the  beef  taken. 
I  marched  that  day  in  all  about  twenty-three  miles,  when  I  camped. 
The  Indians,  I  discovered,  were  four  in  number,  all  mounted.  April 
14,  raised  camp  at  dayliglit,  marched  twenty-two  miles,  and  camped. 
April  15,  raised  camp  at  daylight,  marched  about  twenty-three  miles, 
and  camped  at  a  hole  of  muddy  water  containing  about  ten  gallons. 
This  day's  march  was  in  the  direction  of  the  Guadalupe  Mountains, 
over  a  dry,  rocky  country.  Both  men  and  animals  very  much  given  out 
on  account  of  the  extreme  heat.  A]3ril  IC,  raised  camp  at  daylight, 
marched  about  twenty-four  miles,  and  camped  at  a  tank  of  water  con- 
taining about  forty  gallons,  situated  in  a  deep,  rocky  caiion.  About 
12  m.  on  the  same  day  I  discovered  that  the  Indians  had  separated, 
each  taking  a  difi'erent  direction.  I  followed  the  trail  of  one  until  dark, 
the  trail  continuing  in  the  direction  of  the  Guadalupe  Mountains. 
This  day's  march  was  very  fatiguing  on  the  men,  for  the  country  was 
so  rocky  that  the  men's  shoes  were  nearly  worn  out,  having  barely 
leather  enough  left  in  their  shoes  to  keep  the  rocks  from  cutting  their 
feet.  April  17,  busy  all  day  hunting  for  the  trail  of  the  Indians,  which 
was  impossible  to  find.  Owing  to  the  extreme  rocky  country,  which 
extended  for  several  miles  on  all  sides,  my  men  were  not  able  to  dis- 
cover the  track  of  an  Indian  anywhere.  April  18,  supposing  that  the 
Indians  had  turned  off  in  the  direction  of  Dog  Canon,  I  raised  camp  at 
daylight  and  marched  about  eighteen  miles  in  that  direction,  when  I 
camped,  not  being  able  to  go  any  farther  on  account  of  the  condition 
of  the  men's  shoes.  April  19,  raised  camp  at  daylight,  marched  in  a 
due  west  course  about  twenty- two  miles,  and  campeii.  I  was  not  able 
to  follow  any  trails  on  account  of  their  having  been  obliterated  and 
grown  over  with  weeds  and  grass,  not  having  been  traveled  by  the 
Indians  for  a  considerable  time.  April  20,  raised  camp  at  daylight  and 
marched  twenty-three  miles.  I  found  that  I  had  left  Dog  Canon  to  my 
right.  I  camped  that  night  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains  in  front  of 
San  Augustine  Spring.  April  21,  raised  camp  at  daylight  and  marched! 
along  the  foot  of  the  mountains  to  the  mouth  of  Dog  Canon,  where  I 
camped;  distance  traveled,  about  twenty  miles.  No  trails  discovered; 
at  the  mouth  of  this  canon.  April  22,  raised  camp  at  daylight  and' 
marched  to  the  Tularosa,  where  I  camped.  April  23,  remained  in  camp> 
all  day  on  account  of  the  bad  state  of  the  men's  shoes,  many  of  their 
feet  having  been  pierced  by  prickly  pears;  also  to  give  them  time  to> 
repair  their  shoes.  April  24,  raised  camp  at  daylight,  marched  about 
twenty-one  miles,  and  camped  at  the  head  of  the  Tularosa.  April  25,, 
raised  camp  at  daylight  and  arrived  at  this  post  at  4  p.  m.  During; 
the  last  five  days  of  the  campaign  I  was  obliged  to  place  some  of  the 
men  on  mules,  they  were  so  much  given  out. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  M.  HUBBELL, 

First  Lieut,  First  Gav.  New  Mexico  Vols.,  Comdg.  Company  H. 
Capt.  William  Bbady, 

First  Cavalry  New  Mexico  Volunteers,  Commanding  Post. 
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AFBIL  15,  1865.— Skirmish  at  McKenzie's  Creek,  near  Patterson,  Mo, 

REPORTS. 

No.  1.— Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  John  L.  Beveridge,  Seveuteenth  llUuois  Cavalry. 
No.  2. — Capt.  James  Smith,  Seventh  Kansas  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  John  L.  Beveridge,  Seventeenth  Illinois  Cav- 
alry. 

Frbdericktown,  Mo.,  April  20, 1805. 
Captain  Smith,  at  Patterson,  reports  that  Lieutenant  Crane,  Seventh 
Kansas,  with  twenty  men  and  Captain  Leeper  as  guide,  on  the  15th 
instant  surprised  a  camp  of  guerrillas  on  McKenzie's  Creek,  killing  4 
and  capturing  6  horses.  Some  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  Frederick- 
town  are  desirous  of  organizing  a  company  of  mounted  militia  for  self- 
protection.  I  would  recommend  such  authority  to  be  given.  One 
battalion  of  Seveuteenth  Illinois  are  en  route  for  the  Cape;  the  balance 
of  regiment  will  be  as  soon  as  they  get  in  from  the  outposts.  To  relieve 
them  I  was  compelled  to  call  in  the  companies  of  Seventh  Kansas  at 
Farmington  and  Fredericktown.  I  shall  leave  one  officer  and  seven- 
teen men  of  Seventeenth  Illinois  here  for  a  few  days  until  some  other 
disposition  can  be  made.  It  is  important  that  the  infantry  should  be 
hastened  to  the  Knob,  and  the  commissions  for  ofiflcers  of  mounted 
militia  be  hurried  up.    I  shall  proceed  to  the  Cape  to-day. 

JOHN  L.  BEVEEIDGE, 

Brevet  Brigadier- General. 

Maj.  H.  Hannahs, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- GencraL 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Capt.  James  Smith,  Seventh  Kansas  Cavalry. 

Patterson,  Mo.,  April  18, 1865. 
On  the  15th  instant,  scouts  reporting  fifteen  guerrillas  on  McKenzie's 
Creek,  I  immediately  dispatched  a  scouting  party  of  twenty  men  under 
Lieutenant  Crane  in  pursuit,  who  surprised  them  in  their  camp,  killing 
4,  and  capturing  6  horses,  together  with  a  quantity  of  articles  taken  from 
the  citizens,  which  have  been  returned  to  the  proper  owners.  The  serv- 
ices of  Captain  Leeper  added  greatly  to  the  success. 

JAMES  SMITH, 

Captain,  Commanding. 

Col.  F.  M.  Malone, 

Pilot  Knob,  Mo, 


184  LOUISIANA   AND    THE   TEANS-MISSISSIPPI.  [Chap.  LX. 

AFBIL  19-23, 1866.— Expedition  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  to  Brownsville,  Miss. 

Report  of  Bvt.  Brifj.  Gen.  Embtirij  B.  Osband,  Third  U.  S.  Colored  Cav- 
alry, commandinrj  Cavalry  Division,  District  of  West  Tennessee. 

Hdqes.  Cavalry  Division,  Dist.  op  West  Tennessee, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  April  23, 1865. 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  iu  obedience  to  Special 
Orders,  No.  102,  from  your  headquarters,  I  proceeded  as  follows:  By 
steamer  John  Eaine  and  barges — Fourth  Illinois  Volunteer  Cavalry, 
250  men.  Major  Search;  Third  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry,  250  men,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Cook.  By  steamers  Sallie  List,  Dove,  and  Pocahontas — 
Eleventh  Illinois  Volunteer  Cavalry,  200  men.  Major  Davis.  Disem- 
barking the  Third  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry  at  llandolph,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Cook  proceeded  via  Covington  to  Brownsville  Landing,  cap- 
turing one  Wilcox,  alias  J.  M.  Luxton,  who  was  in  command  of  seven 
others,  whom  he  was  unable  to  capture.  He  could  not  reach  the  Browns- 
ville Landing,  the  country  being  flooded.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Funke, 
in  command  of  the  troops  sent  up  Hatchie  Kiver,  proceeded  up  the 
Hatchie  River,  but  the  boats  being  unwieldy,  pilots  not  acquainted 
with  the  river,  made  but  little  progress,  and  in  order  to  reach  Browns- 
ville Landing  to  co-operate  with  the  Fourth  Illinois  Cavalry  he  disem- 
barked at  Van  Buren's  Landing,  marching  from  there  to  Brownsville, 
arriving  there  on  the  21st.  The  Fourth  Illinois  Volunteer  Cavalry, 
Major  Search,  disembarked  at  Fulton,  which  i>lace  was  reached  on  the 
19th  at  2  p.  m.  At  3  p.  m.  the  command  moved  to  Brownsville,  reach- 
ing that  place  at  daylight  on  the  20th,  capturing  at  that  place  nine  pris- 
oners (as  per  inclosed  roll  of  prisoners  of  war*)  and  Col.  B.  J.  Lea,  Capt. 
E.  J.  Martin  (commissary  of  subsistence),  and  Lieut.  S.  M.  Russell. 
The  Fourth  and  Eleventh  Illinois  returned  to  Fulton  in  the  afternoon 
of  the  22d  and  embarked.  The  Sylph  and  Annie  E,  with  Dove,  Poca- 
hontas, and  Sallie  List,  arrived  at  mouth  of  Hatchie  River  at  about  the 
same  time.  Arriving  at  Randolph,  Wilcox,  alias  Luxton,  was  tried  by 
drumhead  court-martial  (inclosed  i^lease  find  proceedings*),  and  at  6.30 
was,  by  my  order,  hung  by  the  neck  until  he  was  dead,  and  left  hang- 
ing as  a  warning  to  his  brethren  in  crime.  The  command  arrived  at 
Memphis  with  total  loss  of  one  man,  accidentally  wounded  and  left. 
Eight  horses  died  from  buffalo  gnats,  and  gained  on  the  expedition 
twelve  horses.  People  of  the  country  were  extremely  friendly,  and 
those  in  the  vicinity  of  Brownsville  can  hereafter,  in  my  opinion,  take 
care  of  themselves.  I  am  under  obligations  to  the  commanding  officers 
of  gun-boats  67  and  .58  for  valuable  assistance. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  OSBAND, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Cavalry  Division. 

Maj.  W.  H.  MoKGAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


*  Omitted. 
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APRIL  19-25,  1865.— Expedition  from  Terre  Bonne  to  Pelton's  Plantation 

and  Grand  Caillou,  la. 

Report  of  Capt.  Joseph  A.  Rhodes,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 

Hdqks.  Company  M,  Third  Kiiode  Island  Cavalry, 

Terre  Bonne,  La.,  April  20, 18G5. 
Sir:  I  have  the  lionor  to  report  tliat,  pursuant  to  instructions  from 
headquarters  post  Terre  Bonoe,  dated  April  19, 1865,  whereby  I  was  to 
proceed,  with  a  portion  of  iny  command,  to  Pelton's  plantation,  below 
Houma,  La.,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting^  a  schooner  laden  with 
molasses  to  go  from  said  plantation  to  New  Orleans,  I  left  Terre  Bonne 
with  twenty-four  men  and  two  non-commissioned  officers  April  19, 1865, 
at  5  p.  m.,  and  arrived  in  Houma  at  9.30  p.  rn.,  where  we  encamped  for 
the  night.  April  20,  left  Houma  at  9  a.  m.  and  arrived  at  Pelton's 
plantation  at  3  p.  m.,  seventeen  miles  below  Ilouma,  where  we  found 
the  schooner  waiting  for  fair  wind,  the  wind  being  ahead,  and  hence 
we  were  obliged  to  encamp  at  Pelton's  for  the  night.  Next  morning, 
the  wind  being  favorable,  everything  was  got  in  readiness  for  the  trip. 
Taking  fifteen  men  and  leaving  the  balance  in  charge  of  the  horses 
until  our  return,  we  embarked  on  the  schooner  at  10,30  (April  21)  and 
proceeded  down  Grand  Caillou  toward  the  Gulf,  a  distance  of  seven- 
teen miles,  where,  owing  to  the  darkness,  we  were  obliged  to  anchor 
for  the  night.  April  22,  got  the  vessel  under  way  at  sunrise  and  con- 
tinued our  run  down  the  bayou.  We  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  Grand 
Caillou  at  9  a.  m.  and  went  outside  with  the  schooner,  seeing  her  safely 
over  the  bar,  some  six  miles  at  sea.  No  rebels,  or  any  signs  of  them, 
were  seen  during  the  entire  course.  At  10  a.  m.  we  left  the  schooner 
in  a  small  sail-boat,  wliich  was  taken  from  Mr.  Pelton's  plantation  for 
the  purpose  of  conveying  us  back  again.  The  wind  being  ahead,  we 
were  compelled  to  beat  the  boat  back  into  the  bayou.  After  hard  pull- 
ing and  towing  the  boat  with  a  rope  from  the  bank,  we  made  some 
seventeen  miles,  and  went  into  camj)  on  tlie  bayou  at  the  house  of  an 
old  Frenchman,  where  we  were  refreshed  with  supper  and  a  good  night's 
rest.  April  23,  at  9  a.  m.  we  resumed  our  course  for  Pelton's  planta- 
tion, which  we  linally  reached  after  six  hours'  hard  pulling  against 
wind  and  tide.  Mr.  Pelton  was  glad  to  see  us  on  our  return,  and 
served  up  a  good  dinner  to  both  officers  and  men.  Possessing  a  plenty 
with  which  to  accommodate  both  men  and  horses,  he  insisted  on  our 
remaining  with  him  all  night,  and  the  men  being  very  tired  I  cheer- 
fully accepted  his  proposition.  April  24,  at  9  a.  m.  left  Pelton's  planta- 
tion for  Houma,  where  we  arrived  at  3  p.  m.,  and  went  into  camp  for 
the  night.  April  25,  resumed  our  march  at  9  a.  m.,  and  arrived  in 
Terre  Bonne  at  1  p.  m.,  not  having  seen  or  heard  anything  of  the  enemy 
during  our  entire  march.  And  here  1  would  add  a  word  relative  to  Mr. 
Pelton.  Too  much  cannot  be  said  in  his  praise  for  the  bountiful  hos- 
pitality extended  to  myself  and  command  during  our  late  visit  to  his 
plantation.  The  men  did  not  take  snliicicnt  rations  with  them  to  last 
the  entire  march,  because  on  the  day  we  started  our  ration  period 
expired,  and  consequently  there  was  not  enough  on  hand;  therefore  we 
were  dependent  upon  Mr.  Pelton's  bounty,  which,  1  am  happy  to  say, 
was  heartily  rendered. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  EHODES, 
Captain,  Comdg.  Company  M,  Third  Rhode  Inland  Cavalry. 

Jjieut.  C.  S.  Cooper, 
Enst—Adiutant, 
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APRIL  19-MAY  27,  1865.— Negotiations  for  the  surrender  of  the  Confed- 
erate forces  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  commanded  by  General 
E.  Kirby  Smith,  C.  S.  Army. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1.— Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope,  U.  S.  Army,   commanding  Military  Division  of  the 

Missouri. 
No.  2.— Lieut.  Col.  John  T.  Sprague,  Eleventh  U.  S.  Infantry,  Chief  of  Staff. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.   Gen.  John  Pope,    U.  S.  Army,  commanding    Military 
Division  of  the  Missouri. 

ELeadquartees  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri, 

^aint  Louis,  April  20,  1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  TJ.  S.  Grant, 

Commander-in-  Chief  of  U.  S.  Forces,  Washington,  D,  C.  : 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  inclosed  a  copy  of  ray  letter 
to  General  E.  Kirby   Smith,  offering  the  terms  accorded  by  you  to 
General  R.  E.  Lee;  also  a  copy  of  my  letter  of  instructions  to  Colonel 
Sprague.    Colonel  Sprague  left  yesterday  for  mouth  of  Ked  Kiver. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  10,  1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith, 

Gomdg.  Confederate  Forces,  Trans-Mississippi  Department: 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  inclosed  for  your  informa- 
tion, by  the  hands  of  Col.  John  T.  Sprague,  U.  S.  Army,  the  chief  of 
my  staff,  certified  copies*  of  a  correspondence  between  Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S. 
Grant,  General-in-Chief  of  the  Armies  of  the  United  States,  and  Gen- 
eral K.  E.  Lee,  General-in-Chief  of  the  Confederate  Armies,  leading  to 
the  capitulation  of  the  latter  with  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 
Official  communications  leceived  to-day  inform  me  that  negotiations 
leading  to  the  same  result  are  in  progress  between  Maj.  Gen.  William 
T.  Sherman,  commanding  U.  S.  forces  in  North  Carolina,  and  General 
J.  E.  Johnston,  commanding  Confederate  forces  in  the  same  section  of 
country.  Authentic,  though  not  official,  information  has  also  reached 
here  of  the  surrender  of  Mobile,  with  its  garrison,  to  Major-Geiieral 
Canby,  U.  S.  Army.  In  view  of  these  results,  accomplished  and  in 
progress  of  speedy  accomplishment,  I  ain  authorized  by  the  General-in- 
Chief  of  the  Armies  of  the  United  States  to  offer  to  yourself  and  the 
army  under  your  command  the  same  terms  accorded  to  and  accepted 
by  General  E.  E.  Lee.  It  seems  not  improper  for  me  to  invite  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  a  large  part  of  the  great  armies  of  the 
United  States  are  now  available  for  operations  in  the  Trans-Mississippi 
Department;  that  they  are  sufficiently  strong  to  render  effective  resist- 
ance impossible,  and  that,  by  prolonging  a  contest,  now  manifestly 
hopeless  for  any  of  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  inaugurated,  you  will 
be  made  responsible  for  unnecessary  bloodshed  and  for  the  devastation 

»  Not  found  as  indosures,  but  see  Vol.  XLVI,  Part  III,  pp.  619, 641, 664-666. 
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and  suifering  wliich  must  follow  the  movement  of  large  armies  into 
Texas  and  extensive  military  operations  in  that  State.  By  accepting 
the  terms  proposed  you  will  preserve  Western  Louisiana  and  Texas 
from  the  devastation  and  misery  which  have  been  the  lot  of  nearly 
every  Southern  State  east  of  the  Mississippi,  and  you  will  aid  in  restoring 
peace  to  this  distracted  country.  The  duty  of  an  ofQcer  is  performed 
and  his  honor  maintained  when  he  has  prolonged  resistance  until  all 
hope  of  success  has  been  lost.  Any  further  continuance  of  hostilities 
simply  leads  to  the  certainty  of  inflicting  upon  a  people  incapable  of 
successful  resistance  all  the  horrors  of  violent  subjugation.  Wisdom 
and  humanity  alike  require  that  this  contest,  under  the  circumstances," 
be  brought  to  an  end  without  further  suffering  or  shedding  of  blood. 
I  am  unwilling  that  it  should  be  charged  upon  the  military  authorities 
of  this  military  division  that  they  omitted  a  single  effort  to  restore 
peace  without  further  bloodshed.  In  all  good  faith  and  earnestness, 
therefore,  I  proffer  you  the  terms  accepted  by  your  (ieneral-iu-Chief 
and  beg  to  express  the  hope  that  you  will  accept  them  and  spare  the 
necessity  of  further  hostile  operations.  Colonel  Sprague  is  empowered 
to  make  all  necessary  arrangements  in  perfecting  the  object  of  his 
mission. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  POPE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

[Inelosnre  No.  2.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  19,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  T.  Sprague: 

Colonel:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  least  practicable  delay 
to  the  most  accessible  point  of  the  enemy's  lines  along  the  Eed  River 
and  deliver  into  the  hands  of  General  Kirby  Smith  the  inclosed  letter.* 
In  any  conversation  you  may  have  with  him  or  others  in  authority  it 
must  be  carefully  borne  in  mind  that  the  arrangement  proposed  in  the 
letter  referred  to  is  purely  military  and  in  no  manner  relates  to  civilians 
or  civil  affairs.  It  may  be  well  for  you  to  suggest,  in  any  conference 
on  the  subject,  tiiough  only  in  the  way  of  suggestion  and  without  com- 
mitting the  Government  to  any  future  policy,  that  the  terms  now  offered 
to  the  rebel  army  under  Kirby  Smith  or  others  in  Western  Louisiana 
and  Texas  are  much  more  favorable  than  they  are  at  all  likely  to  have 
acceded  to  them  if,  by  prolonging  useless  hostilities  or  maintaining 
a  hostile  position,  they  force  the  United  States  to  concentrate  large 
forces  and  complete  preparations  necessary  for  a  decisive  campaign 
into  Texas.  These  preparations  completed  and  the  campaign  opened, 
terms  will  be  directed  [dictated]  after  the  violent  occupation  and  con- 
sequent devastation  of  Texas,  and  they  will  be  such  terms  as  the 
changed  circumstances  render  desirable,  probably  very  different  from 
the  terms  now  offered.  In  case  Kirby  Smith,  or  any  of  his  officers, 
whilst  accepting  these  terms  for  those  under  their  command,  prefer  to 
withdraw  themselves  to  Mexico  or  any  other  foreign  country  without 
being  subject  to  the  parole,  you  will  not  oppose  any  considerable  objec- 
tion. It  is  possible  that  the  rebel  army  in  Southern  Arkansas  and 
Louisiana  may  prefer  to  break  up  its  organization,  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers dispersing  and  returning  to  their  homes  without  surrendering  or 
giving  paroles,  leaving  their  arms  and  the  public  property  (artillery, 

"  See  next,  ante. 
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nmiiitions  of  -war,  &c.),  to  be  taken  possession  of  by  tbe  IJ.  S.  autbor- 
ities.  Of  course  sucb  a  result,  tbougb  very  desirable,  sliould  not  be 
made  the  subject  of  any  written  agreement  or  ofBcial  understanding. 
It  is  also  possible  tbat  they  may  propose  to  march  off  in  an  organized 
body,  more  or  less  strong,  with  all  the  material  of  war  they  can  trans- 
port, into  Mexico,  and  thus  jiracticiilly  abandon  their  hostile  position  to 
the  United  States  and  their  attempt  to  cover  Louisiana  and  Texas.  In 
all  these  cases  it  is  indispensable  that  you  do  not  in  any  manner  commit 
the  United  States  Government  to  any  policy.  The  only  written  agree- 
ment you  can  properly  make  or  that  you  are  empowered  to  make  is 
substantially  that  concluded  by  the  General-in-Chief  with  General  K.  E. 
Lee  in  Virginia.  It  will  be  safe  for  you,  in  case  any  of  the  propositions 
herein  specified  are  advanced,  to  say  simply  that  if  it  becomes  manifest 
soon  to  the  military  authorities  of  this  military  division  that  the  rebel 
armies  [under]  the  general  command  of  Kirby  Smith  have  dispersed 
and  that  the  posts  of  Texas  are  no  longer  in  possession  of  a  military 
force  in  hostility  to  the  General  Government,  it  is  your  opinion  that 
only  sufficient  force  will  be  sent  to  garrison  important  points  in  the 
States  of  Texas  and  Louisiana,  and  that  these  forces  will  no  doubt  be 
selected  from  the  best  disciplined  troops,  who  will  not  molest  private 
property  or  interfere  with  citizens  except  so  far  as  directed  to  do  so  by 
the  authorities  in  Washington.  It  might  be  well  to  allude  to  the  assas- 
sination of  the  President  and  the  deep  feeling  it  has  created  tliroughout 
the  United  States,  which  feeling  will  undoubtedly  be  heavily  visited 
upon  those  who  continue  to  resist  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
to  whom  the  mass  of  peo])le  in  the  North  attribute,  however  remotely, 
the  atrocious  deed.  I  only  make  these  remarks  as  suggestions,  which 
are  to  be  used  carefully  and  judiciously,  if  used  at  all,  and  only  in  the 
way  of  conversation  which  does  not  commit  the  authorities  to  any  state- 
ment or  the  expression  of  any  belief  or  intention  based  thereon.  If 
the  enemy  accept  the  offer  contained  in  my  letter  to  General  Kirby 
Smith  you  will  make  immediate  arrangements  to  take  the  paroles  of 
all  concerned.  In  all  respects  you  are  charged  with  completing  the 
arrangements  ])r()posed. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


No.  2. 


Report  of  TAeut.  Col.  John  T.  Sprat/ue,  Eleventh   U.  S.  Infantrv,  Chief 

of  Staff. 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  May  27,  1865. 
General:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  of  April  20  [19],  I 
proceeded  to  the  mouth  of  Red  River  and  sent  a  messenger  to  General 
E.  Kirby  Smith,  conunanding  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  with 
a  private  note  exjjressing  my  desire  to  see  him  upon  important  public 
business.  In  reply,  he  dis])atched  a  steamer  to  the  mouth  of  Red 
River  with  two  otticers  of  his  staff.  They  reported  to  me  that  they 
had  come  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  any  dispatches  I  might  have  for 
General  Smith.  I  declined  delivering  them,  as  1  wished  to  see  Gen- 
eral Smith  myself,  as  I  had  much  to  say  beyond  the  contents  of  my 
dispatches.  After  consultation  they  (concluded  to  conduct  me  to  Gen- 
eral Smith's  headquarters,  at  Shreveport,  La.    Upon  reaching  there  I 
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placed  in  the  hands  of  General  Smith  a  copy  of  the  correspondence 
between  Lieutenant-General  Grant  and  General  E.  E.  Lee,  command- 
ing the  Confederate  forces  in  the  Held  in  the  vicinity  of  Richmond,  Va. 
His  answer  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith.  My  conversations 
were  frequent  and  very  full  with  General  Smith,  as  well  as  with  many 
other  officers  of  rank  in  that  service,  in  relation  to  the  demand  made; 
but  the  prevailing-  opinion  was  that  more  liberal  terms  should  be 
granted  to  the  Army  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Uepartnient  than  those 
accepted  by  General  Lee.  The  inclosed  copies  of  i)aper8  obtained  by 
me  during  my  repeated  conversations  with  the  military  and  civil 
authorities  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  give  more  fully  the 
character  of  my  interview  with  them  than  any  detailed  statement  I 
can  make  in  this  communication.  At  all  times  I  declined  entertaining 
their  various  propositions,  which  they  deemed  so  necessary  in  vindica- 
tion of  their  honor,  in  securing  to  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department 
peace  and  prosperity.  I  did  not  accede  to  the  proposition  that  His 
Excellency  Governor  Allen,  of  Louisiana,  should  accompany  me  to 
your  headquarters,  thence  to  Washington  City.  I  did  not  feel  at 
liberty  to  give  a  safeguard  to  the  governor  of  a  rebel  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedieiit  servant, 

JOHN  T.  SPKAGUE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  U.  S.  Army,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope, 

Commanding,  tfcc,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. 

[luclosurc  Xo.  1.] 

Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  May  9, 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis : 
General  :  Your  communication  of  the  19th  ultimo  by  the  hands  of 
Col.  John  T.  Sprague,  U.  S.  Army,  was  received  last  evening.  Your 
propositions  for  the  surrender  of  the  troops  under  my  command  are  not 
such  that  my  sense  of  duty  and  honor  Avill  permit  me  to  accept.  I 
regret  that  your  communication  should  have  been  accompanied  with  a 
threat,  or  that  you  should  have  supposed  that  personal  considerations 
would  have  intiueuced  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties. 

I  am,  iieneral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
'  ^  '        •'       '■  E,  KIRBY  SMITH, 

Getteral. 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shrevqwrt,  La.,  May  9,  1865. 
Their  Excellencies  Henry  W.  Allen,  Governor  of  Louisiana;  Pen- 
dleton Hurrah,  Governor  of  Texas;  H.  Flanagin,  Governor  of 
Arkansas,  and  Thomas  C.  Reynolds,  Governor  of  Missouri: 
Gentlemen  :  The  surrender  of  General  Lee,  and  the  perilous  situa- 
tion of  the  armies  in  North  Carolina  and  Alabama,  seem  to  preclude 
the  probability  of  successful  resistance  in  the  States  east  of  the  Missis- 
sippi.   The  army  under  my  command  yet  remains  strong,  fresh,  and 
well  equipped.    The  disparity  of  numbers    though  S^fat  .between  it 
and  our  enemies  maybe  counterbalanced  by  valor  and  skill.     Under 
these  circumstances  it  is  my  purpose  to  defend  y""'^  ^oil  ^nd  the  uvd 
and  poUtical  rights  of  our  people  to  the  utmost  extent  of  oui  resouices, 
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and  to  try  and  maintain  untarnished  the  reputation  which  our  soldiers 
have  so  nobly  won  in  many  iields.  In  order,  however,  to  accomplish 
this  great  object  It  will  require  the  perfect  concord  of  the  civil  and  mili- 
tary authorities,  the  application  of  all  our  energies,  and  the  united  and 
devoted  support  of  the  people.  The  Trans-Mississippi  Department  is 
so  separated  from  the  States  on  the  eastern  side  of  [the]  Mississipi>i 
that  communication  is  suspended.  Since  the  evacuation  of  Kichmoud, 
the  seat  of  government  of  the  Confederate  States  has  not  been  fixed, 
and  it  may  be  transferred  to  the  western  side  of  the  Mississippi.  It  is 
impossible  to  confer  with  the  President  so  as  to  meet  the  exigencies  of 
the  times,  and  questions  of  grave  political  importance  beyond  any  mili- 
tary authority  may  arise  and  require  prompt  decision.  Intending  to 
uphold  the  authority  of  the  Confederate  Government  by  arms  to  the 
utmost,  I  yet  feel  that  I  should  carefully  avoid  any  appearance  of  usurp- 
ingfunctious  not  intrusted  to  my  discretion.  Under  these  circumstances 
I  esteem  it  my  duty  to  consult  you,  in  the  absence  of  the  President,  as 
the  chief  magistrates  of  the  States  within  the  department,  touching 
such  important  matters  as  are  not  embraced  in  my  powers  as  command- 
ing general  and  as  may  conduce  to  the  common  defense  and  welfare.  I 
have  therefore  requested  you  to  assemble  in  conference,  when  I  will 
furnish  any  information  in  my  power  which  may  be  useful  in  your  delib- 
erations; and  without  proffering  suggestions,  ask  you  to  indicate  such 
)>olicy  as  you  may  deem  necessary  to  maintain  with  honor  and  success 
the  sacred  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH, 

General. 

[Inclosure  No.  3.] 

Marshall,  Tex.,  May  13, 1865. 

We  advise  General  E.  Kirby  Smith,  commanding  the  Trans-Missis- 
sii)pi  Department,  to  accept  the  following  terms,  in  order  that  peace 
may  be  restored  to  the  country: 

First.  On  or  about  the  — —  day  of that  the  commanding 

general  will  disband  his  armies  in  this  department;  officers  and  men 
to  return  immediately  to  their  former  homes,  or  such  as  they  may 
select,  within  the  now  existing  lines  of  the  Confederate  States,  or  the 
United  States,  and  there  to  remain  as  good  citizens,  freed  from  all  dis- 
abilities, and  restored  to  all  the  rights  of  citizenship;  the  U.  S.  troops 
and  authorities  not  to  advance  within  the  Confederate  lines  till  after 
that  day. 

Second.  Guarantees  to  be  given  that  no  officer,  non-commissioned 
officer,  private,  or  citizen  shall  be  prosecuted  in  any  courts  for  offenses 
committed  against  the  United  States  during  this  war. 

Third.  That  permission  be  granted  to  all  persons  (officers,  civil  and 

military),  soldiers,  and  citizens  to  leave  this  department  within  

days,  through  its  ports  or  boundaries,  with  their  arms  and  effects, 
unmolested,  and  go  to  any  place,  state,  or  country  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  United  States. 

Fourth.  That  the  present  State  governments  in  this  department,  now 
in  arms  against  the  U.  S.  authority,  be  recognized  until  conventions 
can  be  called  with  the  view  of  finally  settling  any  and  all  conflicts 
between  the  people  of  the  respective  Staoes. 

Fifth.  That  on  or  before  the day  of all  military  authority 

shall  be  surrendered  to  the  several  States,  and  that  each  State  shall 
keep  and  retain  -^ — ■ —  number  of  men  to  act  as  a  guard  to  preserve 
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good  order  and  to  protect  tlie  lives  and  the  property  of  the  people- 

that  a  safeguard,  to  extend  for days,  be  granted  to  the  oflQcers 

ot  state  and  others.to  leave  the  country,  in  case  they  should  wish  to  do 
so.     llie  above  terms  will  be  acceptable  to  the  people  of  Louisiana 

HENRY  W.  ALLEN, 
Governor  of  Louisiana. 

A  surrender  upon  the  above  terms  will  be  acceptable. 

IL  FLANAGIN, 
Governor  of  Arkansas. 

[iDcIosure  No.  4.] 

Marshall,  Tex.,  May  13, 1865. 
His  Excellency  Henry  W.  Allen, 

Governor  of  Louisiana  : 
Sir:  With  a  view  to  making  a  complete  pacification  of  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department  we  request  yon  to  visit  the  U.  S.  authorities. 
You  are  fully  possessed  of  the  views  of  each  of  us  in  writing,  and  we 
contide  in  your  patriotism  and  ability.  Trusting  to  your  judgment,  we 
will  sustain  your  engagements  in  tLe  premises. 
We  are,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

H.  FLANAGIN, 

Governor  of  Arkansas. 
THOS.  C.  REYNOLDS, 

Governor  of  Missouri. 
T  concur  in  the  above. 

GUY  M.  BRYAN, 
Agent  State  of  Texas,  &c. 

[Incloaure  No.  5.] 

Memorandum  for  the  Marshall  conference. 

Marshall,  Tex.,  May  10, 1865. 
The  position  of  the  Missourians  both  in  the  army  and  in  civil  life  in 
this  department  is  this:  The  people  and  authorities  of  the  territory 
held  by  the  Confederacy  should  decide  whether  they  will  continue  the 
war.  If  it  is  to  be  continued,  we  will  stand  by  them  faithfully  to  the 
last.  Should  the  war  be  discontinued,  we  desire  time  and  facilities 
and  supplies  to  leave  the  country  with  our  personal  pro])erty. 

THOS.  c.  rp:ynolds, 

Governor  of  Missouri. 

[Inclosnre  No.  C] 

Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  May  15, 1865. 

Col.  J.  T.  Sprague,  U.  S.  Army : 

Colonel:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  return  ray  official  reply  to  the 
demand  of  Major-General  Pope,  under  instructions  from  Lieutenant- 
(ieueral  Grant,  for  the  surrender  of  this  Department.  An  unoflBcial 
conversation  ensued  between  us,  in  which  I  frankly  admitted  the  force 
of  recent  events  in  the  States  east  of  tbe  Mississippi,  and  you  expressed 
a  warm  and  benevolent  desire  to  avoid  further  eflusion  of  blood  and 
the  infliction  of  useless  suffering  upon  the  people.  I  had  before  your 
arrival  convened  the  governors  of  the  States  composing  my  depart- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  consulting  with  them  in  reference  to  public 
affairs  and  questions  more  properly  belonging  to  the  civil  than  the 


192  LOUISIANA   AND    THE    TKANS-MISSISSIPPI.  [Chap.  LX. 

military  authorities.  Having  expressed  a  desire  to  ascertain  the  result 
before  "your  departure,  you  were  iuvited  to  reinaiu.  Since  that  time  I 
have  conferred  -fully  with  the  governors  of  the  States  of  Louisiana, 
Arkansas,  and  Missouri.  The  Governor  of  Texas,  being  ill,  was  repre- 
sented by  one  of  his  staff  officers.  The  governors  so  assembled  have, 
after  consideration,  presented  certain  measures  which  they  deem  nec- 
essary to  the  public  order  and  the  proper  security  of  their  people,  and 
which,  if  accepted,  would  authorize  me  to  relinquish  further  resistance. 
Governor  Allen  of  Louisiana,  with  whom  you  had  conferences  before 
the  meeting,  is  fully  informed  of  the  views  entertained  by  himself  and 
the  governors  of  the  other  States.  Believing  it  to  be  the  most  expedi- 
tious way  to  arrive  at  a  definite  understanding  as  to  the  course  to  be 
pursued,'  it  is  desired  that  he  should  accompany  you  for  the  purpose  of 
presenting  to  the  proper  authorities  the  terms  for  their  consideration. 
In  the  event  that  tlie  terms  proposed  by  the  governors  should  be 
accepted  by  the  authorities  of  the  United  States  I.shall  deem  it  my 
duty  to  support  those  views.  It  is  expected,  in  the  event  of  the  proposi- 
tions conveyed  by  Governor  Allen  being  considered  by  the  authorities 
of  the  United  States,  that  aggressive  movements  against  this  depart- 
ment should  be  suspended. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH, 

KoTE. — The  application  of  Governor   Allen  to  accompany  me  to 
Washington  I  did  not  see  fit  to  comply  with. 

JOHN  T.  SPKAGUE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  U.  S.  Army,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

[Incldsure  No.  7.] 

Memorandum  for  Colonel  Sprar/ue. 

The  terms  proposed  by  General  Pope,  considering  that  my  array  was 
menaced  only  from  a  distance,  that  it  is  large  and  well  supplied  and  in 
an  extensive  country  full  of  resources,  were  not  such  as  a  soldier  could 
honorably  accept.  An  officer  can  honorably  surrender  his  command 
when  he  has  resisted  to  the  utmost  of  his  power  and  uo  hopes  rest 
upon  his  further  efforts.  It  cannot  be  said  that  the  duty  imposed  upon 
me  has  been  fulfilled  to  the  extent  required  by  the  laws  of  honorable 
warfai-e.  To  have  conceded  the  terms  demanded  would,  therefore,  have 
dishonored  the  commander  who  submitted  to  them.  It  is  not  contended 
that  the  Traus-Mississip]>i  Department  can  without  assistance  accom- 
plish its  independence  against  the  whole  power  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  conceded  that  its  people,  its  army,  and  its  commander  desire  to 
avoid  the  unnecessary  effusion  of  blood  .and  the  attendant  devastation 
of  the  country.  It  niiist  also  be  conceded,  on  the  other  hand,  that  they 
desire  to  maintain  their  honor,  without  which  life  would  lose  its  attrac- 
tions. As  the  commander  of  the  military  forces,  I  cannot  accept  terms 
which  will  purchase  a  certain  degree  of  immunity  from  devastation  at 
the  expense  of  the  honor  of  its  army.  While  we  do  not  expect  to  win 
unaided  the  independence  of  the  country,  it  must  be  conceded  that  the 
army  can  be  beaten  and  the  country  overrun  only  after  great  and 
expensive  preparations  by  the  United  States,  affording  opportunities 
for  the  development  of  political  complications  which  it  is  the  interest  of 
the  United  States  to  avoid.  If,  then,  it  be  an  object  on  the  one  hand 
to  avoid  the  devastation  of  our  country,  it  is  equally  an  object  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  to  bring  about  the  complete  yjacification  of 
the  country  and  the  restoration  of  their  authority  without  cost  to 


Chap.LX.]  negotiations   FOR    SURRENDER.  193 

themselves  and  without  incurring  the  risk  of  political  complications. 
It  is  thought  that  a  proper  course  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
would  accomplish  this  result.  An  army  which  is  well  appointed  and 
supplied,  not  immediately  threatened,  and  with  its  communications 
open,  cannot  afford  to  surrender  as  prisoners  of  war.  They  must  first 
be  placed  in  such  a  position  that  their  capture  is  a  necessity.  The 
demand  to  surrender,  under  present  circumstances,  is  not  deemed 
reasonable,  and  it  is  not  iu  accordance  with  the  laws  whicli  custom  has 
made  binding  amongst  nations  and  military  men.  The  efllect  of  such 
a  demand  is  to  leave  an  impression  that  there  is  a  wish  on  the  i)art  of 
the  victorious  Government  not  to  pacify  the  country  and  lead  to  a 
restoration  of  former  relations,  but  to  humiliate  a  people  who  have 
contended  gallantly  iu  behalf  of  principles  which  they  believe  to  be 
right.  It  is  thought  that  correct  views  of  statesmanship  would  induce 
propositions  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  which,  while  it  saved  the 
honor  of  the  Confederate  Army,  would  also  lead  to  the  speedy  pacifica- 
tion of  the  TransMississii)pi  Department.  It  is  the  determination  of 
the  military  autlioritieS  not  to  submit  to  ignominious  terms;  it  is  their 
wish  also  to  hasten  the  pacification  of  the  country  by  every  means  con- 
sisteutwith  tlieir  honor.  The  following  propositions  are  of  a  character 
so  reasonable  under  tlie  circumstances  that  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  of 
any  objection  being  urged  to  them: 

First.  The  U.  S.  authorities  to  grant  immunity  from  prosecution  for 
past  acts  to  all  offlcers  and  soldiers  and  citizens  in  the  Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department 

Second.  On  the  granting  of  this  immunity  all  military  resistance  to 
the  United  States  Government  to  cease. 

Third.  The  Confederate  Army  to  be  disbanded  and  its  officers  and 
soldiers  be  permitted  to  return  to  their  homes,  transportation  to  be 
furnished  them  as  far  as  practicable. 

Fourth.  Such  officers  and  soldiers  as  choose  will  be  permitted,  with- 
out molestation,  to  leave  the  country,  with  or  without  their  arms,  iu  a 
reasonable  time. 

Fifth.  The  same  permission  to  be  granted  to  citizens. 

Many  examples  of  history  teach  that  the  more  generous  the  terms 
proposed  by  a  victorious  enemy  the  greater  is  the  certainty  of  a  speedy 
and  lasting  pacification,  and  that  the  imposition  of  harsh  terms  leads 
invariably  to  subsequent  disturbances.  The  propositions  above  men- 
tioned contain  terms  which  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  can 
rightly  claim  and  the  United  States  Government  can  justly  concede. 

E.  KIKBY  SMITH. 

ADDENDA.* 

Houston,  Tex.,  May  30, 1865. 
Col.  John  T.  Speague,  U,  S.  Army : 

Colonel:  When  I  gave  you,  at  Shreveport,  a  memorandum  which 
I  hoped  might  be  the  basis  of  negotiations  with  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment, I  commanded  an  army  of  over  50,000  men  and  a  department 
rich  iu  resources.  I  am  now  without  either.  The  army  in  Texas  dis- 
banded before  my  arrival  here.  From  one  extremity  of  the  department 
to  the  other  the  troops,  with  unexampled  unanimity  of  action,  have  dis- 
solved all  military  organization,  seized  the  public  property,  and  scat- 

*  For  correspondence  between  Maj.  Geu.  E.  R.  S.  Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  and  General 
E.  Kirby  Smith,  C.  S.  Army,  relative  to  the  surrender  of  the  Contederate  iorces  in 
the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  see  Part  II. 
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tered  to  their  homes.  Abandoned  aud  mortified,  left  without  either 
men  or  material,  I  feel  powerless  to  do  good  for  my  country  and  humil- 
iated by  the  act?  of  a  people  I  was  striving  to  benefit.  The  depart- 
ment is  now  open  to  occupation  by  your  Government.  The  citizen 
aud  soldier  alike,  weary  of  war,  are  ready  to  accept  the  authority  and 
yield  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  A  conciliatory  policy, 
dictated  by  wisdom  and  administered  with  patient  moderation,  will 
insure  peace  and  secure  quiet.  An  opposite  course  will  rekindle  the 
flames  of  civil  war  with  a  fierceness  and  intensity  unknown  even  in 
this  sad  and  unfortunate  struggle.  I  myself  shall  go  abroad  until  the 
future  policy  of  the  United  States  Government  toward  the  South  is 
announced,  and  will  return  to  my  family  only  when  I  cau  do  so  with 
security  to  my  life  and  person. 

Thanking  you  for  your  kindness  to  my  wife,  I  remain,  colonel,  your 
Mend, 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  I  have  information  that  the  Missouri 
and  a  portion  of  the  Arkansas  troops  still  retain  their  organization. 

E.  K.  S. 


AFBIL  21-22,  1865. — Expedition  from  Donaldsonville  to  Bayou  Oonla,  La. 

Report    of   Maj.   James    M.    Hildreth,    Sixteenth   Indiana    Mounted 

Infantry. 

Hdqes.  Detach.  Sixteenth  Indiana  Mounted  Infty., 

BonuldsonviUe,  La.,  April  22,  1865. 

SlE :  In  compliance  with  instructions  received,  at  11  a.  m.  21st  instant 
I  proceeded,  with  Companies  B  aud  K  of  my  command,  on  a  scout 
toward  Bayou  Goula  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  or  destroying  a  small 
guerrilla  band  under  Captain  Brown.  I  had  proceeded  about  ten  miles 
when  my  advance  guard  discovered  three  of  the  enemy,  who  turned 
and  fled  when  fired  upon,  after  returning  the  fire.  After  chasing  them 
about  three  miles  we  captured  one  of  them  at  the  Andrews  plantation. 

Pursued  the  other  two  about farther,  when  they  left  the  river 

road  and  took  to  the  swamps,  leaving  their  horses,  which  fell  into  our 
hands.  I  then  proceeded  to  Bayou  Goula,  arriving  about  dark.  Found 
none  of  the  guerrilla  band  in  the  place.  I  then  sent  Lieutenant  Wes- 
ton with  Company  B  back  to  Madam  Kandolph's  lane  to  scour  that 
neighborhood.  With  Company  K  I  then  proceeded  to  Mr.  Ventress'; 
captured  two  men  of  Brown's  command  at  his  house.  From  Ventress' 
I  went  to  Madam  Randolph's  back  plantation;  searched  the  place  thor- 
oughly, but  found  nothing.  I  then  went  through  a  dense  canebrake, 
which  was  almost  impassable,  to  Richard  Thompson's  plantation.  After 
searching  the  place  and  finding  no  enemy  I  returned  to  the  river  road 
by  way  of  Madam  Randolph's  home  plantation.  In  the  meantime  one 
of  the  prisoners  was  lost  in  the  woods.  In  my  opinion  he  will  not  be 
seen  again  in  the  vicinity  of  Bayou  Goula.  We  captured  on  the  trip 
5  horses,  1  of  which  had  to  be  left  on  the  road,  as  he  was  so  much  run 
down  that  he  was  unable  to  travel;  also  captured  1  Buruside  carbine 
and  3  revolvers.  Arrived  at  camp  at  12  m.  to-day. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  HILDRETH, 
Major  Sixteenth  Indiana  Mounted  Infantry 

Lieut.  L.  R.  Hall,  "^        "' 

Post  Adjutant. 
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APRIL  21-27,  1865.— Scout  from  RoUa  toward  Thomasville,  Mo.,  with 
skinnisli  at  Spring  Valley  (23d). 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Col.  John  Morrill,  Sixty-fourth  IllinoiB  Infantry,  commanding  District  of 

RoUa. 
No.  2. — Capt.  Frederick  W.  Becker,  Thirteenth  Missouri  Cavalry. 

No.  1.  . 

Report  of  Col.  John  Morrill,  Sixty-fourth  Illinois  Infantry,  commanding 

District  of  Bolla. 

Headqxjartebs  Disteict  of  Rolla, 

Bolla,  Mo.,  April  28, 1865. 
Majok:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  major- 
general  commanding,  that  Captain  Becker's  company  (M),  Thirteenth 
Eegiment  Cavalry  Missouri  Veteran  Volunteers,  which  I  sent  on  a  scout 
on  the  21st  instant  toward  Thomasville,  Mo.,  returned  last  night. 
Captain  Becker  reports  that  a  band  of  guerrillas  attacked  his  company 
at  Spring  Valley,  thirty  miles  south  of  Licking.  He  pursued  them,  and 
in  a  running  fight  killed  eight  guerrillas.  No  casualties  on  our  side. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MORRILL, 
Colonel  Sixty-fourth  Illinois  Infantry  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

Maj.  J.  W.  Barnes, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Capt.  Frederick  W.  Becker,  Thirteenth  Missouri  Cavalry. 

Camp  Thirteenth  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers, 

Bolla,  Mo.,  April  27,  1865. 

Lieutenant:  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  the  colonel  com- 
manding district,  1  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 

On  the  morning  of  the  21st  instant  I  left  camp  with  my  company, 
with  live  days'  rations  for  men ;  marched  to  Licking,  Mo.;  arrived  there 
on  the  22d  instant.  On  the  morning  of  the  23d  1  left  with  sixty- four 
men  and  marched  south  thirty  miles  and  encamped  in  Spring  Valley. 
About  midnight  a  party  of  bushwhackers  attemped  to  get  in  my  camp, 
but  were  observed  by  the  guards  and  fired  upon.  I  sent  a  party  on 
foot  in  the  direction  in  which  they  fled  and  succeeded  in  killing  two  of 
the  party.  On  the  morning  of  the  24th  instant  I  tracked  the  same 
party,  I  supposed,  and  followed  them  to  Current  River.  There  they 
separated.  I  captured  two  men,  who  were  equipped  and  claimed  to 
belong  to  the  Confederate  Army,  Captain  Orchard's  company.  They 
tried  to  escape  and  were  killed  by  my  men  in  the  attempt.  Encamped 
on  Current  River.  On  the  25th  I  marched  in  the  direction  of  Thomas- 
ville some  twenty  miles.  Finding  that  my  horses  were  getting  bare- 
footed, and  not  being  prepared  to  reshoe  them,  I  returned  to  Current 
River.  Killed  3  men  that  day;  they  were  running  from  me;  were 
mounted;  2  of  their  horses  were  killed,  1  captured;  encamped  on  Sink- 
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ing  Creek.  On  the  26th  instant  I  sent  a  sergeant  and  ten  men  in  the 
advance  toward  Black  Eiver.  Two  guerrillas  ran  from  a  housej  one 
escaped  and  the  other  was  killed.  Some  of  my  horses  were  getting 
lame,  so  I  marched  in  direction  of  Rolla  by  the  way  of  Meramec  River. 
Arrived  at  Rolla  on  the  evening  of  the  27th  instant.  I  captured  5 
horses  and  saddles,  but  was  unable  to  bring  4,  2  being  killed  and  2 
broke  loose;  1  I  have  in  my  possession. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  W.  BECKER, 
Captain  Company  JIf,  Thirteenth  Missouri  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  H.  W.  AVebth, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  District  of  Rolla. 


APRIL  22,  1865.— Skirmish  near  Linn  Creek,  Mo. 

REPORXS. 

No.  1. — Col.  John    Morrill,   Sixty-fourth  Illinois  Infantry,  commanding  District  of 

Rolla. 
No.  2. — Maj.  James  M.  Tnrley,  Thirteenth  Missouri  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Col.  John  Morrill,  Sixty  fourth  Illinois  Infantry,  command- 
ing District  of  Rolla. 

Headquarters, 
Rolla,  April  23,  1865. 
A  scouting  party  just  returned  from  Linn  Creek  to  Waynesviile 
reports  the  rebels  attacked  the  militia  near  that  place  yesterday. 
Killed  over  seven  of  the  men,  wounded  the  captain,  and  stampeded  the 
rest.  There  are  about  200  rebels,  in  five  parties,  all  goin  g  north .  Ninety 
crossed  the  Osage  last  night  below  Linn  Creek.  I  am  making  every 
effort  to  strike  them.    We  need  horses  badly. 

JOHN  MORRILL, 

Colonel. 
Major-Geueral  Dodge. 


No.  2. 
Report  of  Maj.  James  M.  Turley,  Thirteenth  Missouri  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Post  of  Waynesville, 

Waynesviile,  Mo.,  April  23,  1865. 
One  of.  my  scouts  just  returned  from  Linn  Creek.  The  rebels 
attacked  the  militia  near  that  place  yesterday ;  killed  seven  of  the  men, 
wounded  the  captain,  and  stampeded  the  rest.  I  have  Captain  Moore 
and  Lieutenant  Kelley  out  in  that  direction  with  scouts.  I  have  not 
got  enough  men  mounted  to  do  the  scouting  that  is  necessary  at  this 
post.  There  are  about  200  of  the  rebels,  in  four  or  five  squads,  all 
going  north.    Ninety  crossed  the  Osage  last  night  below  Linn  Creek 

J.  M.  TURLEY, 
Major,  Commanding. 
Col.  John  Morrill, 

Commanding  District  of  Rolla. 
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APBIL  22,  1865. — Skirmish  near  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Gravois,  Mo. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1.— Brig.  Gen.  Johu  B.  Sanborn,  U.  S.  Army,  conimaudiugDiatrict  of  Southwest 

Missouri. 
No.  2.— Maj.  John  Suiall,  SixteeDth  Missouri  Cavalry. 

Xo.  1. 

Ueport  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Sanborn,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Bin. 
trict  of  Southivest  Missouri. 

Headquarters  District  of  Southwest  Missouri, 

Springfield,  Mo.,  April  23,  1865. 
Major  Small,  commanding  detachment  of  the  Sixteenth  Cavalry 
Volunteers,  came  up  with  a  party  of  fifty  guerrillas  near  the  Osage, 
opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Gravois,  and  killed  ten  of  them,  includ- 
ing Captains  Eountree  and  Martin.  I  have  not  received  any  further 
particulars  of  the  fight  yet. 

JOHN  B.  SANBOEN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
Major  Barnes, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Saint  Louis. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Maj.  John  Small,  Sixteenth  Missonri  Cavalry. 

Headquarters, 
Lebanon,  Mo.,  April  25,  1865. 
Captain  :  I  started  from  this  place  on  the  [20th  instant]  after  a  band 
of  rebels  reported  to  be  in  eight  miles  of  this  place.  They  were  reported 
to  number  100,  robbing  houses  and  taking  liorses.  I  started  with 
detachments  of  Companies  H,  B,  1,  and  L,  numbering  in  all  about 
twenty-five  men,  with  two  commissioned  officers,  Captain  Bailee,  of  Com- 
pany B,  and  E.  D.  Mayes,  of  Company  L,  all  of  the  Sixteenth  Cavalry 
Missouri  Volunteers,  I  started  at  9  p.  m.  We  traveled  about  eight 
miles  before  we  struck  their  trail,  and  followed  their  trail  all  that  night 
over  very  rough  ground.  They  traveled  in  most  all  directions.  The 
waters  being  up  made  it  very  difficult  to  gain  much  on  them.  We  had 
to  swim  the  Wet  Glass.  Near  the  mouth  it  was  about  fifty  yards  wide, 
and  the  banks  being  steep  we  were  some  time  in  getting  across.  We 
were  in  hearing  when  Captain  Bollinger,  from  Linn  Creek,  attacked  them, 
and  we  could  not  get  to  him  for  the  high  waters.  Tlie  rebels  held  the 
gaound,  killing  Ca])taiu  Jefiery  and  three  soldiers,  one  discharged  from 
Wood's  Battalion,  Sixth  Cavalry  Missouri  Volunteers,  and  the  other 
two  of  Captain  Bollinger's  company.  Captain  Bollinger  was  wounded 
in  the  shoulder.  Captain  Bollinger  had  twenty-four  men ;  Captain  Jef- 
fery  had  six  or  eight  citizens  with  him.  The  rebels  did  not  tarry  long 
after  the  fight.  We  traveled  until  about  10  o'clock  that  night,  when 
it  got  so  dark  and  the  hills  so  rough  I  was  compelled  to  stop  for  the 
night.  On  the  morning  of  the  22d  we  came  on  the  rebels  a  little  before 
sunrise — they  were  crossing  the  Osage  Eiver — just  as  the  skiff  left  the 
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shore.  The  most  of  them  had  crossed.  Then  the  firing  commenced, 
which  lasted  some  thirty  minutes.  They  returned  the  fire  for  some 
time,  but  soon  fqund  out  that  they  had  different  men  to  fight  to  what 
they  had  been  fighting  the  day  before.  They  had  all  the  advantage  of 
me.  They  took  shelter  under  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  we  charged 
them.  A  part  of  my  men  dismounted  and  went  down  the  banks  to 
rake  up  their  old  acquaintance.  I  saw  twelve  or  fifteen  afoot,  aud  we 
had  them  hemmed  so  that  they  had  no  chance  but  to  take  the  water  or  be 
killed,  aud  that  quick ;  there  were  two  of  them  stripped  off  their  clothes 
and  one  of  them  made  it  across  the  river.  He  was  the  only  man  that 
made  it  across  that  I  saw.  The  river  was  very  full  and  the  current 
swift  and  cold.  The  number  killed  was  6  on  the  bank  and  4  in  the 
skiff.  The  skiff  had  six  in  it  when  it  started ;  two  of  them  got  out  of  it 
on  the  shore  and  made  their  escape,  and  it  floated  off  with  four  dead 
rebels  and  a  load  of  saddles  and  blankets.  I  captured  fifteen  horses  and 
some  revolvers,  though  the  most  of  them  I  think  threw  them  in  the 
river.  In  looking  along  the  bank  of  the  river  Captain  Ohitwood 
found  two  rebels  hidden  under  the  water  by  the  side  of  a  log.  One  of 
the  men  who  was  with  him  fired  aud  killed  one.  The  other  was  Cap- 
tain Martin.  He  stated  if  the  whole  command  had  him  on  the  same 
side  that  they  would  have  sold  out  to  us  in  a  different  way.  He  stated 
there  would  be  two  more  squads  along  in  a  few  days,  and  also  that 
Price's  army  was  breaking  up  into  small  bands  of  from  50  to  100,  and 
that  when  we  ran  across  them  they  would  sell  out  to  us  very  dear. 
They  were  crossing  the  Osage  at  Mining  Post,  about  eight  miles  below 
Linn  Creek. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SMALL, 
Major,  Commanding  Post  at  Lebanon,  Mo. 

Capt.  W.  T.  KiTTREDGE, 

Sjjrhujjield,  Mo. 


APRIL  23-23,  1865.— Scout  from  Deer  Creek  to  Sage  Creek,  Dak.  Ter.,  and 
skirmish  with  Indians  (22d)  on  Sage  Creek. 

Report  of  Maj.  Nathaniel  A.  Adams,  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry. 

Deer  Creek,  Dak.  Ter.,  April  24,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with  instructions 
from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baumer,  commanding  sub-district,  I  started 
north  from  this  station  at  about  2  p.  m.  April  22,  with  thirty-five  men, 
to  overtake,  if  possible,  a  party  of  Indians  who  have  been  committing 
depredations  on  La  Prelle  Creek,  and  who  are  supposed  to  have  gone 
north.  I  went  into  camp  on  Sage  Creek,  about  twenty  miles  from  this 
station,  at  sundown,  not  having  crossed  their  trail  up  to  that  time. 
About  9  o'clock  in  the  night  we  Avere  attacked  by  a  large  party  of 
Cheyenne  and  Sioux  Indians,  numbering  from  50  to  100  warriors  well 
armed  with  guns  aud  revolvers,  but  repulsed  them,  after  a  brisk  figlit 
of  a  few  minutes,  without  loss  to  ourselves,  owing,  doubtless,  to  the 
Indians  being  on  higher  ground,  causing  most  of  their  shots  to  pass 
over  us.  I  think  the  Indians  suffered  considerable  loss,  but  cannot 
tell  how  great,  as  they  removed  all  their  killed  and  wounded  as  soon  as 
they  fell.    During  the  fight  a  part  of  our  horses  stampeded  five  of 
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which  we  could  not  again  find.  Deeming  it  not  prudent  to  remain 
where  my  position  was  so  well  known,  I  moved  camp  a  short  distance, 
after  collecting  what  horses  I  could  find,  and  sending  to  this  station 
for  re-enforcements,  which  reached  me  early  in  the  morning  on  the  23d, 
when  I  pursued  the  Indians  with  fifty  mounted  men  until  further  pur- 
suit was  useless,  as  the  Indians  had  scattered  into  small  squads  going 
north,  northwest,  and  northeast,  and  east,  when  I  returned  to  this  sta- 
tion, having  traveled  between  eighty  and  ninety  miles. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  A.  AUAMS, 
Major,  Comdg.  Second  Battalion,  Eleventh  Kansas   Vol.  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  Col.  P.  B.  Plumb, 

Commanding  Eleventh  Kansas    Volunteer  Cavalry. 


APRIL  22-27,  1865.— Scout  from  Dakota  City,  Nebr.  Ter.,  to  Middle  Bow 

Elver. 

Report  of  Gapt.  Zareniha  Jaclcson,   First  Battalion  Hebraslca  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Post  Dakota, 
Daliota  City,  Nebr.  Ter.,  April  27, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  accordance  with  intentions 
as  reported  in  my  last,  I  went  out  on  scout  with  a  detachment  of 
twenty-four  men  from  headquarters  this  post,  and  having  ordered 
Lieut.  J.  M.  Nosier,  commanding  Post  Jackson,  to  meet  me  with  fifteen 
men  of  his  command  on  the  headwaters  of  tlie  East  Bow  Eiver,  I  pro- 
ceeded westerly  up  Elk  Creek,  thence  southwest  around  the  head  of 
the  South  Fork  of  Iowa  Creek;  formed  the  junction  with  Lieutenant 
Nosier  on  the  third  day  at  the  point  designated.  Proceeded  thence 
west  across  the  hills  to  the  Wakapana  Bow;  thence  up  that  stream 
about  fifteen  miles;  thence  west  across  the  hills  to  liocky  Branch; 
thence  down  that  stream  ten  miles;  thence  west  along  a  fresh  Indian 
trail  to  the  West  or  Middle  Bow  Eiver,  where  we  captured  the  Indians 
(about  thirty  Omahas).  Tliey  told  of  a  party  of  Poncas  about  fifteen 
miles  farther  up  the  West  Bow,  which  I  also  sent  up  and  captured.  I 
brought  them  to  Post  Jackson,  where  I  had  a  tallc  with  the  Poncas, 
and  having  told  them  that  this  country  was  given  me  to  protect,  I 
should  not  allow  any  Indians  to  be  roaming,  camping,  nor  trapping  in 
it,  but  should  endeavor  to  keep  them  all,  both  hostile  and  friendly 
Indians,  out  of  tliis  country,  as  the  settlers,  in  the  present  excited, 
unsettled  state  of  affairs  among  the  Indians,  were  afraid  of  them  all 
and  did  not  want  any  of  them  around  the  settlements.  I  then  sent  the 
Poncas  toward  their  reserve.  Having  some  charges  against  the  Oma- 
has, I  brought  them  as  prisoners  to  headquarters  this  post  (Dakota) 
and  sent  them  to  their  agency  under  a  strong  guard,  with  a  copy  of 
the  accusations  against  them.  Upon  arriving  within  the  limits  of  their 
reserve  the  Indians  claimed  that  they  were  on  their  own  lauds,  and  we 
had  nothing  further  to  do  with  them,  and  as  they  did  not  want  to  meet 
their  agent  as  prisoners,  refused  to  go;  but  a  spirited  application  of 
halter,  strap,  and  boot  toes  caused  them  to  resume  their  march,  and 
they  were  delivered  to  Col.  R.  W.  Furnas,  U.  S.  military  agent.  While 
out  on  the  scout  the  weather  was  very  cold  and  stormy,  first  rain,  then 
snow  fell  to  three  inches  depth,  and  the  wind  was  very  severe.    Not- 
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withstanding-  all  tliese  we  continued  our  search,  traveled  a  wild  country 
without  roads,  built  our  bridges,  cut  down  hills,  and  worked  our  way 
as  we  encountered  obstructions.  Was  out  six  days  and  traveled  about 
200  miles,  exclusive  of  guarding  the  Indians  to  the  Omaha  Agency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  JACKSON, 
Captaiu,  First  Battalion  Nebraska   Vet.  Gav.,  Gomdg.  Post. 

A  D  I)  B  N  J)  A. 

Omaha  Agency,  April  27,  1865. 
Capt.  Z.  Jackson, 

Commanding  Post  Dakota: 
Sir:  I  hereby  aeknowledge  the  receipt,  at  the  hands  of  Sergeant 
McNatt,  party  of  Omahas  you  arrested  and  sent  down.  Kest  assured 
that  I  will  do  my  duty  in  regard  to  the  matter  and  endeavor  to  secure 
for  the  injured  parties  a  just  remuneration.  Will  you  inform  the 
injured  parties,  Donalan  and  Ryan,  to  send  in  their  bills  for  damages 
claimed?  Have  them  fix  the  sum  at  the  actual  value  of  property  lost 
and  destroyed,  and  I  will  endeavor  to  have  it  allowed  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

R.  W.  FURNAS, 
U.  S.  Indian  Agent. 


APRIL  23,  1865.— AflFair  near  Fort  Zarah,  Kans. 

Reports  of  Lieut.  Richard   W.  Jenkins^  Second  Colorado  Cavalry. 

Headquarters, 
Fort  Zarah,  Kans.,  April  23,  1865, 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  James  H.  Ford, 

Fort  Lamed,  Kans.  : 
General:  The  inclosed  dispatch  just  received  from  Lieutenant  Jen- 
kins, who  left  here  yesterday  noon  with  twenty-five  men  to  escort 
Kitchen's  train  to  Cow  Creek.  I  instructed  the  lieutenant  to  abandon 
the«train  at  Cow  Creek  and  bring  the  coach,  which  would  be  due  there 
about  the  time  he  arrived,  to  this  post. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  PRITCHARD, 
Major,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry,  Commanding  Post, 

[iDClosure.] 

Five  Miles  Below  Bulwark  Buttes,  April  23, 1865. 
Sir:  I  send  by  messenger  to  inform  you  that  the  train  under  my 
charge  was  attacked  about  daybreak  this  morning.  Five  Mexicans  are 
missing;  four  of  them  have  been  found  killed  and  scalped.  The  men 
that  are  killed  were  driving  the  cang  yarde,  or  herd,  just  behind  the 
train.  No  one  saw  the  Indians,  or  heard  of  it,  until  two  Mexicans  came 
up  that  went  to  sleep  on  herd  last  night  and  were  left  behind  this 
morning.  They  found  two  men  lying  by  the  side  of  the  road  and 
reported  it.  The  train  was  in  advance  of  me,  having  left  about  1 
o'clock  this  morning,  contrary  to  positive  orders  not  to  start  until  after 
daylight.    I  have  the  train  all  together  now,  and  shall  keep  it  so  until 
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I  get  to  Cow  Creek.  I  saw  oue  Jndian  to  the  north  of  me  about  one 
hour  ago.  The  herders  have  just  come  in  and  report  seeing  two  In- 
dians south  of  us.  I  write  this  on  my  knee;  I  don't  know  whether  you 
can  read  it. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  W.  .lENKINS, 
Firxt  JAeuienanf,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry. 
Maj.  J.  L.  Pbitchard. 


FOKT  Zaeah,  Kans.,  April  24,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  tlie  following  report  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  major  commanding  the  post: 

Pui-suant  to  instructions  received  from  him  April  22, 1865, 1  left  here 
with  twenty -five  enlisted  men  at  1  p.  m.  of  that  day  to  escort  a  train  to 
Cow  Creek,  on  the  Santa  F<§  road.  I  marched  seven  miles  and  found 
the  train  encamped,  and  also  went  into  camp  near  them  for  the  night, 
and  gave  orders  to  the  wagon-master  of  train  not  to  move  until  daylight 
of  the  23d  April.  I  prepared  for  the  march  at  sunrise,  and  then  fouud 
that  the  train  had  moved  between  1  and  2  a.  m.  Proceeding  immedi- 
ately down  the  road  about  nine  miles,  I  found  the  loose  stock  belonging 
to  the  train  near  the  road  and  the  herdsmen  (four  Mexicans)  killed  and 
scalped.  I  soon  learned  from  the  men  with  the  train  that  they  had 
started  about  1  a.  m.,  driving  the  loose  stock  iu  advance.  The  men  in 
charge  of  the  stock  stopped  near  the  Plum  Buttes  and  built  a  fire; 
about  daylight  the  wagons  passed  them.  Soon  after  a  party  of  Indians, 
supposed  to  be  some  fourteen  or  fifteen  in  number,  dashed  upon  them 
and  killed  and  scalped  the  four  herdsmen.  No  one  belonging  to  the 
train  saw  the  transaction,  aTid  no  oue  of  the  herders  escaped  alive  to 
tell  the  tale.  Having  buried  the  murdered  Mexicans,  I  went  on  and 
escorted  the  train  to  Cow  Creek.  April  24,  18G5:  I  left  Cow  Creek 
this  morning  at  9  a.  m.  with  the  mail  stage,  and  escorting  it  to  this 
post,  we  arrived  at  Fort  Zarah  at  1.30  p.  m. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  W.  JENKINS, 
First  Lieut.  Company  I,  Second  Colorado  Cav.,  Comdg.  Escort. 


AFEIL  23,  1865. — Skirmish  on  Snake  CrMk,  Ark. 

Report  of  Col.  William  A.  Phillips,  Third  Indian  Borne  Guard  {Kansas) 

Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Fort  Gibson,  C.  N.,  April  25, 1865. 

Sir:  The  first  rebel  scout,  consisting  of  eighteen  men,  trying  to  push 
through  to  Benton  County,  Ark.,  with  a  rebel  mail,  was  met  by  a 
scouting  party  from  this  place  on  Snake  Creek,  fifty-eight  miles  west- 
southwest,  on  the  23d  instant.  A  company  of  infantry  was  some  miles 
behind  them.  Tbe  scouts  killed  three  rebels,  left  dead  on  the  field ; 
they  suppose  they  wounded  several  others.  Tlie  rebel  mail  was  cap- 
tured, and  the  fragments  of  the  party  driven  back  again.  The  rebels 
left  Boggy  Depot  on  the  Ifith.  One  citizen  scout  was  shot  above  the 
knee,  not  dangerously.  Grand  Eiver  has  been  very  high ;  is  still  high, 
though  falling.  Verdigris  is  also  up.  As  the  only  way  of  crossing 
Arkansas  Eiver  at  present  is  high  up,  I  am  watching  my  right  flank 
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closely.    In  addition  to  the  troops  and  scouts  already  out  there,  I  sent 
off  two  other  companies,  under  Captain  Anderson,  last  night.    I  have 
instructed  them  to  watch  the  river  as  far  as  the  Cimarron. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  PHILLIPS, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 
Brigadier-General  Bussey, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Seventh  A  rmy  Corpn. 


APRIL  24,  1865.— Skirmish  near  Boggy  Depot,  Ind.  Ter. 

Report  of  Brig.   Gen.  Cyrus  Bussey,    TJ.  S.  Army,   commanding  Third 
Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps. 

IIdqes.  Third  Division,  Seventh  Aemy  Coeps, 

Fort  Smith,  April  27, 1865.  (Received  11.15  a.  m.  28th.) 
Twenty  rebels  going  north  from  Boggy  Depot  were  attacked  by  my 
scouts  fifty  miles  south  three  days  since  and  three  rebels  killed  and  a 
small  mail  captured.  The  letters  all  speak  of  a  combined  movement 
of  the  rebel  army  to  Missouri,  to  start  about  the  1st  of  May — 33,000 
infantry  and  7,000  cavalry  under  Kirby  Smith,  Price,  Parsons,  Shelby, 
and  company;  at  the  same  time  a  large  force  of  wild  Indians  were  to 
move  into  Kansas  from  Fort  Arbuckle.  An  order  was  read  to  the  rebel 
troops  at  Boggy  announciog  that  General  Lee  had  assumed  command 
of  all  the  Confederate  forces,  and  that  there  was  no  hope  of  peace, 
except  to  fight  for  it.  The  letters  were  written  by  soldiers,  and  the 
reports  are  mere  camp  rumors.  A  letter  from  a  rebel  paymaster  states 
that  Stand  Watie  is  coming  up  to  cross  the  Arkansas  liiver  as  soon  as 
grass  will  subsist  their  horses,  and  that  their  horses  would  arrive  at 
Boggy  from  forage  camps  in  Texas  by  the  2oth  instant.  They  had  no 
news  of  the  capture  of  Kichmond  or  Lee's  army.  I  have  scouts  in  that 
direction.  I  expect  a  considerable  force  will  soon  be  up  this  way,  but 
have  no  idea  the  rebel  army  will  try  to  go  to  Missouri.  In  my  opinion 
the  line  of  the  Arkansas  should  be  strengthened  by  the  addition  of 
more  troops,  if  they  can  be  had. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

CYRUS  BUSSEY, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
Mirij.  Gen.  John  Pope, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  MlssourL 


APRIL  24,  1865.— Skirmish  near  Miami,  Mo. 

Report  of  Cot.  Chester  Harding,  jr.,  Forty-third  Missouri  Infantry,  com- 
manding District  of  Central  Missouri. 

WAEEENSBiiEa,_^j?n7  36, 1865—9.30  p.  m. 
Captain  Felker,  Company  A,  Forty-eighth  Wisconsin,  reports  that 
on  tlie  24th  instant  he  had  a  skirmish  with  thirteen  bushwhackers 
killing  seven  of  them  and  capturing  all  their  horses  and  horse  equip- 
ments.   Captain  Felker's  company  was  one  sent  to  Miami 

CHESTER  HARDING,  Je., 

Colonel,  &c. 
Major  Baenes, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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APRIL  24,  1865 — Destraction  of  the  Confederate  Steamer  Webb 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Acting  Reai-Admiial  Henry  K.  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy, 

No.  2. — Allan  Pinkerton. 

No.  3.— Lieut.  Jonathan  H.  Carter,  C.  S.  Navy. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Henry  K.  Thatcher,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Naval  Headqitaeters, 

[April  3i,  1865.] 
I  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  yon  that  the  ram  Webb,  when  about 
twenty-five  miles  below  here,  at  a  place  called  McCall's  Point,  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  river,  [was]  chased  by  the  Hollyhock  and  headed  ofE 
by  the  Eichmond.  She  had  250  bales  of  cotton  and  a  quantity  of  tur- 
pentine and  rosin,  and  was  commanded  by  0.  W.  Kead,  formerly  of  the 
U.  S.  Navy.  All  escaped  to  the  brush  except  two,  now  prisoners  of  war 
on  board  the  Lackawanna.  She  had  three  guns,  and  was  trying  to  run 
the  blockade.  Further  particulars  will  be  obtained  from  the  ])risoners. 
A  few  men  of  the  infantry  would  soon  take  every  man.  Forty-five 
were  on  board,  all  told.  They  ran  her  up  high  and  dry.  At  4.30  she 
blew  up. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

H.  K.  THATCHER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

P.  S. — She  had  three  guns  and  was  struck  twice  by  our  guns  in  pass- 
ing the  city.    Meeting  the  Richmond  alone  caused  her  destruction. 

Maj.  Gen.  E.  R.  S.  Oanby. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Allan  Pinkerton. 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Office  of  the  Provost-Marshal  General, 

Hew  Orleans,  April  25,  1865. 
Colonel:  On  the  24th  instant  the  rebel  ram  Webb  passed  New 
Orleans  under  rebel  colors  and  was  pursued  by  the  U.  S.  gun-boat  Hol- 
lyhock. About  twenty-five  miles  below  the  city,  having  come  in  sight 
of  the  U.  S.  gun-boat  Richmond,  the  Webb  was  set  on  fire  by  her 
ofBcers  and  then  ran  ashore  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi.  The 
officers  and  crew  then  abandoned  her,  endeavoring  to  make  their 
escape,  fifteen  of  whom  afterward  surrendered  to  the  U.  S.  authorities 
as  prisoners  of  war  and  were  brought  under  guard  to  your  oihce.  i 
have  the  honor  to  report  that  three  of  the  fifteen,  being  apparently  the 
most  intelligent,  viz,  George  Price,  pilot;  John  C.  Osborne,  paymas- 
ter's steward,  and  J.  C.  Hines,  hospital  steward,  were,  at  your  request, 
examined  by  me,  and  stated  that  the  rebel  ram  Webb  left  Shreveport 
La.,  on  tlie  Ttb  instant,  going  down  the  Red  River,  her  destination  not 
being  known  to  any  of  the  crew,  all  information  on  this  point  being 
carefully  withheld  from  the  men.  About  fifteen  days  before  the  depar- 
ture of  the  Webb  from  Shreveport,  where  she  had  been  lying  in  port 
for  the  last  two  years,  her  officers  were  changed,  her  crew  only  remain- 
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ing.  At  that  time  Lieut.  Comuiauder  C.  W.  Read,  with  Lieutenant 
Wall  and  Past  Midshipniaa  Scott,  took  command  of  tbe  Webb,  none 
of  the  old  officers  remaining.  On  the  arrival  of  the  Webb  at  Alexan- 
dria she  loaded  with  cotton  and  took  on  a  large  supply  of  fuel,  about 
200  cords  of  wood,  mostly  pine  knots.  While  at  Alexandria  they  first 
heard  of  the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln,  but  none  of  the  crew 
being  allowed  to  go  ashore  or  communicate  with  the  citizens  they  had 
no  means  of  learning  how  that  intelligence  was  received  by  the  people, 
nor  could  they  learn  the  strength  of  the  Confederate  forces  and  forti- 
fications there.  No  passengers  got  on  at  Alexandria,  nor  were  there 
any  passengers  on  her  at  any  time.  Between  Shreveport  and  Alexan- 
dria there  are  two  Confederate  gun-boats,  tlie  Missouri  and  Merite,  the 
former  of  which  is  clad  with  T-iron  rails,  with  an  armament  of  six  guns; 
the  latter  is  acommonsteam-boat,  walled  up  with  thick  timber.  There 
are  also  about  fifteen  transports  on  Eed  Kiver  in  the  Confederate  Gov- 
ernment service,  and  one,  the  Twilight,  on  tlie  Ouachita  River. 

On  Sunday,  23d  instant,  at  4.30  a.  ni.  the  Webb  left  Alexandria  and 
came  down  the  Red  River  about  fifteen  miles,  where  she  stopped  and 
took  on  board  the  pilot,  George  Price,  who  says  that  he  belonged  to 
Captain  White's  steam-boat  battalion,  stationed  at  Marksville,  La.,  and 
had  received  an  order  to  join  the  Webb  at  Alexandria,  and  on  his  way 
to  Alexandria  he  met  the  Webb  coming  down.  He  signalled  to  her 
and  she  landed  and  took  him  on  board.  That  his  services  had  been 
engaged  with  a  view  to  take  the  Webb  through  Atchafalaya  Bayou 
into  Berwick's  Bay  and  from  thence  into  the  Gulf,  as  he  was  acquainted 
with  these  waters,  but  when  he  came  on  board  the  Webb  and  ascer- 
tained that  she  drew  over  ten  feet  of  water  he  informed  the  officers 
that  the  route  was  impracticable;  and  the  Webb  then  kept  on  down  the 
Red  River,  with  her  cargo  of  cotton  arranged  for  defense  against  attack, 
her  armament  being  two  12-pounder  howitzers  aft  and  one  4-iuch  rifle 
forward  and  a  torpedo  projecting  from  the  bow  supported  by  a  long 
pole.  In  her  magazine  were  three  boxes  of  shells  and  three  100-pound 
kegs  of  powder.  Sixty-eight  rations  were  issued  to  officers  and  men. 
Before  entering  the  Mississippi,  about  three  miles  from  the  mouth  of 
Red  River,  a  fiat  boat  laden  with  cotton  was  captured  by  the  Webb, 
and  a  small  boat  with  officers  and  men  from  a  U.  S.  gun-boat,  being 
near  by,  made  their  escape  up  a  bayou.  The  flat-boat  and  men  on  it 
were  held  by  the  Webb  until  dark,  when  they  were  turned  adrift.  This 
was  done  in  order  to  prevent  the  men  from  crossing  over  by  land  and 
giving  information  to  the  U.  S.  gun-boats.  At  8.30  p.  m.  the  Webb, 
carrying  the  usual  signal  lights  used  by  Federal  boats,  entered  the 
Mississippi,  passing  the  U.  S.  gun-boats  stationed  at  the  moutli  of  the 
Red  River,  and  when  nearly  out  of  range  a  shell  was  fired  at  the  Webb 
which  exploded  about  400  yards  from  her,  and  she  thus  passed  all  the 
U.  S.  gun-boats,  not  having  been  hailed  or  molested  by  any  of  them. 
About  every  ten  or  fifteen  miles  the  Webb  sent  a  party  ashore  to  cut 
the  telegraph  wires,  and  at  one  time  some  men  from  a  woodpile 
approached  them,  when  the  officer  in  command  presented  a  musket 
and  frightened  them  away.  At  another  time,  near  tlie  mouth  of  Red 
River,  when  an  attempt  was  made  to  cut  the  wires,  a  party  of  colored 
soldiers  who  happened  to  be  near  ])revented  the  design. 

About  ten  miles  above  the  fortifications  of  New  Orleans  the  Webb 
hoisted  the  IT.  S.  flag  at  half-mast  and  raised  steam  to  the  highest 
pressure,  so  that  she  was  running  twenty-five  miles  an  hour  while  pass 
ing  the  city,  which  was  about  1 2  m.  (24th  instant).     The  true  character 
ol  the  Webb  having  been  made  known  to  the  U.  S.  gun-boats,  several 
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shots  were  fired  after  her,  three  of  which  struck  her,  theflrstenteriugher 
bow  about  a  foot  above  water,  deranging  the  fixtures  by  which  the  tor- 
pedo was  attached,  to  the  bows,  swinging  it  around  and  under  the  Webb, 
thereby  endangering  the  safety  of  tlie  boat,  so  that  she  was  stopped 
and  the  torpedo  cut  loose.  This  did  not  occupy  more  than  two  or  three 
minutes.  The  second  shot  passed  the  chimney,  severing  one  of  the 
chains  by  which  it  was  supported,  and  wounding  a  man  slightly  by  a 
flying  link  of  the  severed  chain.  The  third  shot  struck  a  bale  of  cot- 
ton and  did  little  or  no  damage.  As  soon  as  the  first  shot  was  fired  at 
the  Webb  the  U.  S.  flag  was  lowered  and  the  rebel  flag  raised,  by  order 
of  Captain  Eead.  The  Webb  was  then  followed  by  a  TJ.  S.  gun- boat. 
It  was  the  intention  of  the  ofQcers  of  the  Webb  to  wait  until  dark  before 
attempting  to  pass  Forts  Jackson  and  Saint  Philip,  and  it  was  decided 
by  them  that  they  would  turn  back  and  capture  the  pursuing  gun-boat, 
which  would  occupy  their  time  until  dark,  but  unexpectedly  coming  in 
sight  of  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Richmond  the  order  was  given  to  turn 
the  boat  up  the  river,  and  after  some  deliberation  the  Webb  was  set 
on  fire  by  the  oflBcers  and  crew  and  ran  ashore.  As  soon  as  she  was 
ashore  the  Richmond  and  the  pursuing  gun-boat  commenced  firing  on 
her. 

After  the  ofiicers  and  crew  had  got  safely  to  the  shore  Captain  Eead 
advised  them  to  separate,  as  they  would  be  thus  less  liable  to  cap- 
ture, and,  acting  upon  this  suggestion,  the  aforesaid  George  Price, 
J.  C.  Hines,  and  John  C.  Osborne,  together  with  twelve  others, 
endeavored  to  make  their  escape  through  the  country,  but  finding  it 
difiicult  to  wade  the  Louisiana  swamps,  became  disgusted  with  the 
enterprise  and  concluded  to  surrender  themselves  prisoners  of  war  to 
the  U.  S.  authorities.  Lieutenant-Commanding  Read  is  about  twenty- 
five  years  of  age,  five  feet  seven  inches  high,  sandy  complexion,  slim 
build,  light  hair,  sandy  whiskers,  and  no  mustache.  Lieutenant  Wall 
is  about  twenty-five  years  of  age,  five  feet  seven  inches  high,  light 
complexion,  brown  hair,  and  clean  shaved.  Smith,  Marsh,  and  Lewis 
were  engineers;  Price  and  Lewis  were  pilots;  Blanc  was  master.  The 
first  names  of  those  parties  was  not  remembered.  J.  C.  Hines,  the 
hospital  steward,  states  that  in  one  of  the  Confederate  hospitals  at 
Shreveport,  where  he  was  stationed,  there  were  200  patients,  and  that 
sickness  prevailed  to  a  considerable  extent  in  the  Confederate  army. 
The  statements  of  the  aforesaid  three  prisoners  harmonized  upon  all 
the  material  points,  and  they  further  stated  that  the  sentiment  of  the 
people,  as  far  as  they  had  observed,  in  regard  to  the  rebellion  was 
divided,  some  looking  upon  the  Southern  Confederacy  as  a  failure  and 
others  expressing  a  wish  to  continue  the  war. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN   PINKERTON. 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  Wood, 

Provost-Marshal  General,  Mil.  Div.  of  \\ est  Mtss.,  Neic  Orleans. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Jonathan  H.  Garter,  C.  S.  Navy. 

C.  S.  Steamer  Missouri, 

Alexandria,  La.,  April  28, 1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  C.  S.  steamer  Webb,  com- 
manded by  Lieut.  C.  W.  Read,  left  this  place  at  4  a.  m.  on  the  ^66. 
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instant  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to  sea  via  New  Orleans.  I  have 
since  learned  that  she  succeeded  in  passing  New  Orleans,  but  V^enty- 
fom  miles  below,  that  place  she  met  the  U.  S.  steamer  Richmond,  ine 
Richmond  fired  a  broadside  into  the  Webb,  when  Lieutenant  KeaU  ran 
the  latter  into  the  left  bank,  set  her  ou  fire,  and  succeeded  in  escaping 
with  all  of  his  officers  and  crew,  except  two  of  the  latter,  who  were  cap- 
tured by  the  enemy.  The  vessel  was  a  total  loss.  No  further  intorma- 
tion  has  reached  me.  The  Missouri  is  still  at  this  place,  but  as  the 
military  authorities  manifest  a  disposition  to  abandon  lower  Red  River 
I  shall  be  compelled,  perhaps,  to  move  up  the  river.  It  is  my  present 
intention  to  select  some  point  above  where  the  river  is  narrow  and 
where  the  Missouri  will  be  much  more  formidable  than  she  is  at  this 
place.  The  surrender  of  General  Lee  has  produced  much  demoraliza- 
tion in  this  department,  but  I  am  gratified  to  state  that  it  is  limited  to 
those  who  are  not  in  the  army. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  J.  H.  CARTER, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding  Naval  Defenses,  Western  Louisiana. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

ADDENDA. 

G.  S.  Steamer  Webb, 
Alexandria,  Bed  Biver,  April  22,  1865. 
Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  : 
Sir:  In  pursuance  of  the  instructions  given  me  by  you,  I  have 
reported,  together  with  the  offlcers  ordered  with  me,  to  Lieut.  Com- 
manding Jonathan  Carter  for  duty  on  this  vessel.    Accordingly,  I  took 
command  of  this  ship,  relieving  Lieut.  Commanding  J.  L.  Phillips 
on  the  31st  ultimo.    On  assuming  command  I  found  the  vessel  totally 
unprepared  for  the  service  upon  which  I  was  ordered  to  take  her,  with- 
out a  single  gun  on  board,  little  or  no  crew,  no  fuel,  and  no  small-arms 
save  a  few  cutlasses,  and  as  the  vessel  was  some  eight  miles  below 
Shreveport  on  her  way  here  I  was  obliged  to  return  to  the  first-named 
place,  where  I  expected  to  obtain  all  my  wants  from  General  Kirby 
Smith,  commanding  this  department.     I  was  not  deceived  in  my  hopes 
of  General  Smith's  assistance,  that  general  immediately  issuing  orders 
for  every  facility  to  be  given  me  toward  the  fitting  out  of  the  vessel. 
From  him  I  procured  one  30-poiinder  Parrott,  for  a  bow  pivot,  and  two 
small  iron  12-pounders  that  may  serve  me  in  bringing  to  vessels,  &c. 
Carpenters  were  obtained  and  hastened  in  their  work,  as  the  rapid  fall 
of  this  river  made  me  apprehensive  of  serious  impediment  to  the  future 
execution  of  my  instructions.     On  returning  down  the  river  I  filled  up 
every  available  place  in  the  ship  with  wood,  not  finding  more  than  one 
day's  coal,  which,  together  with  the  wood,  will  give  me  fuel  for  about 
five  days.    I  have  likewise  taken  on  board  190  bales  of  cotton,  which 
serves  as  a  very  efScient  shield  to  the  machinery,  backed  as  it  is  by 
twelve  inches  of  pine  bulkheads  entirely  surrounding  the  engine  room. 
The  great  amount  of  wood  I  have  been  obliged  to  stow  with  the  cot- 
ton causes  an  average  draft  of  nine  and  a  half  feet,  about  two  feet 
more  than  when  light.    This  increase  in  depth  immerses  the  buckets 
on  the  wheels  so  much  as  to  enforce  the  necessity  of  lifting  much 
weight  in  the  passage  of  the  buckets  from  the  water  up,  thus  impeding 
the  progress  of  the  vessel  a  little,  which  could  be  gotten  over  had  I 
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the  time  to  shift  the  buckets  a  few  inches  farther  up  the  wheel  arms. 
AccompauyiDg  is  a  roll  of  the  officers  and  men  now  on  board.*  I 
regret  the  necessity,  of  leaving  without  Lieutenants  Koby  and  McDer- 
niett  and  Assistant  Paymaster  Vasser,  who  have  not  yet  reported, 
though  long  since  ordered.  I  have  but  two  engineers  understanding 
the  machinery  of  the  vessel,  and  two  young  third  assistants,  whom  I 
cannot  trust  alone  in  the  engine  room  for  some  time  as  yet.  The  two 
former  will,  therefore,  be  obliged  to  remain  on  watch  whilst  going  out 
and  whilst  the  double  engines  are  unconnected,  it  not  being  advisable 
to  work  them  connected  when  there  exists  a  probability  for  rapid 
maneuvering.  When  going  through  Mobile  I  applied  to  Flag  Officer 
Farraud  for  two  engineers,  there  then  being  several  on  no  important 
duty;  but  that  officer  showed  so  little  disposition  to  grant  my  request 
that  I  was  obliged  to  proceed  without  them,  notwithstanding  that  Mr. 
Frick,  chief  engineer  of  the  station,  informed  me  that  those  for  Avhom 
I  had  applied  could  easily  be  spared.  Thus  apprised  of  my  condition, 
you  will  be  enabled  to  better  account  for  any  accident  that  may  result 
from  the  step  I  propose  taking  to-night,  starting  from  this  point  down, 
so  as  to  reach  the  mouth  of  the  Eed  in  time  to  commence  the  down- 
ward passage  of  the  Mississippi  to-morrow  about  8  p.  m.  Off  the 
mouth  of  the  Eed  lie  the  Tennessee,  Manhattan  (monitor),  and  Lafay- 
ette, iron-clads,  and  one  boiler-iron  plated  gun-boat,  the  Gazelle.  The 
distance  from  the  mouth  of  the  Eed  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  is 
about  300  miles,  and  at  regular  distances  in  most  of  this  length  there 
are  one  or  two  of  the  enemy's  gun  boats.  To  be  the  first  to  notify 
these  of  my  approach  is  my  chief  aim;  toward  efl'ecting  this  I  have 
arranged  with  General  Thomas  to  cut  the  wires  as  far  down  asPlacque- 
mine  by  8  p.  m.  to-morrow.  I  shall  myself  cut  the  wires  below  that 
place,  and  shall  take  every  precaution  to  prevent  the  forts  (Jackson 
and  Saint  Philip)  from  being  informed  of  my  movements,  as  these 
formidable  fortifications  will  have  to  be  passed  in  daylight.  As  I  will 
have  to  stake  everything  upon  speed  and  time,  I  will  not  attack  any 
vessel  in  the  passage  unless  I  perceive  a  possibility  of  her  arresting 
my  progress.  In  this  event  1  am  prepared  with  five  torpedoes  (100 
pounds),  one  of  which  I  hold  shipped  on  its  pole  on  tbe  bow.  The 
cipher  key  to  my  future  communications  with  you  has  been  placed  in 
the  hands  of  Lieut.  Commanding  Jonathan  Carter,  who  will  forward 
the  same.  I  must  acknowledge  the  readiness  with  which  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Carter  has  answered  to  my  applications  for  assistance. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  EEAU, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Captain  Carter  had  in  view  some  time  since  the  movement  which 
I  now  propose  to  make.  He  had  the  torpedoes  completed,  and  the 
lumber  to  make  the  necessary  bulkheads  was  being  sawed.  These 
preparations  were  of  great  assistance  to  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  W.  EEAD, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

[Indorsement.] 

Forwarded  by  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  H.  CAETEE, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding  Naval  District,  Western  Louisiana. 


•  JSominal  roll,  omitted, shows  17  officers  and  51  men. 
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APRIL  25,  1865.— Scout  from  Pine  Bluff  to  Rodgers'  Plantation,  Ark.,  with 
skirmish  at  Eodgers'  Plantation. 

Report  of  Gapt.  Samuel  W.  Mallory,  Sixty-fourth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops, 

Provost- Marshal. 

Pine  Bluff,  Ark..  April  27,  1865. 

Captain:  In  compliance  with  your  request  of  this  date,  I  have  the 
honor  to  make  the  following  report: 

On  the  lioth  instant  I  started  with  Lieutenant  Kennedy  and  twenty- 
six  men  of  the  Thirteeutli  Illinois  Cavalry.  Arrived  at  John  Taylor's 
])lantation  about  11  a.  m.,  where  1  met  Lieutenant  Ferris  and  Captain 
Young,  who  informed  me  that  Lieutenant  Dixon,  with  seven  men  (rebels), 
had  gone  up  Bayou  Bartholomew.  Here  Captaiu  Young  joined  me, 
when  1  proceeded  directly  to  Busby's  Bridge,  and  found  tlie  party  had 
an  hour  the  start  of  me.  I  crossed  as  soou  as  possible,  and  proceeded 
to  the  Widow  Davis',  where  I  learned  that  no  party  had  passed  there. 
I  then  struck  across  the  country  to  one  Rodgers',  wliere  I  overtook  Lieu- 
tenant Dixon  with  his  party,  when  a  slight  skirmish  ensued,  resulting 
in  the  capture  of  two  Confederates  and  seriously  wounding  another; 
took  two  horses  from  the  enemy  and  recovered  two  negroes  and  two 
hoises  captured  by  the  enemy  in  the  morning  of  the  same  day.  Keturued 
with  prisoners  to  Busby's  Bridge  and  recrossed;  took  down  the  bayou; 
came  out  on  the  main  road  at  McGhee's,  where  I  learned  that  Captain 
Kidd  with  sixteen  men  had  passed  about  two  hours  previous.  Also 
learned  that  Lieutenant  Dixon  and  three  men  had  passed  about  an  hour 
previous.  Knowing  that  they  had  enough  the  start  to  cross  the  bayou 
at  Busby's  before  1  could  get  there,  I  deemed  it  inadvisable  to  follow 
them,  and  returned  to  Pine  Blufl'.  The  two  prisoners  (saptured  admit- 
ted to  Captain  Young  and  Lieutenant  Kennedy  that  they  were  desert- 
ers from  the  rebel  army.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  ithe  conduct  of 
Captain  Young,  Lieutenant  Kennedy,  and  the  men  comprising  the 
expedition,  and  the  creditable  manner  in  which  they  all  performed  their 
duty.  Mr.  Monk  has  since  informed  me  that  the  party  took  about  $100 
in  greenbacks  from  him,  and  threatened  to  hang  him,  and  got  a  rope 
for  that  purpose,  because  he  would  not  give  them  more. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

S.  W.  MALLORY, 
Capt.,  Supt.,  and  Provost- Marshal  Freedmen,  Pine  Bluf,  Ark. 

Capt.  S.  Monte  Cambeen, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Post  Pine  Bluff,  Ark. 


APRIL  26,  1865.— Affair  near  Fort  Rice,  Dak.  Ter. 

Report  of  Vol.  Charles  A.  R.  IHmon,  First   U.  S.  Volunteers. 

Headquarters  Post  Commandant, 

Fort  Rice,  Dak.  Ter.,  April  29,  3S65. 

Since  my  last  communication  of  April  18, 18G5,  I  have  learned  that 

the  Indians  who  made  the  attack  and  killed  two  of  my  men  were  Chey- 

ennes  or  Platte  River  Indians.    On  the  26th  instant  a  party  of  some 

300  Indians  attacked  our  mounted  infantry,  who  were  herding  their 
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liorses  about  a  mile  from  the  post.  The  herders  numbered  some  seven 
men,  all  told.  Immediately  on  seeing  the  Indians  they  picketed  their 
horses  on  a  hill  and  stood  ready  for  the  attack.  The  Indians  made 
several  impetuous  charges,  but  were  each  time  repulsed,  our  men  using 
their  rifles  at  long  range  and  pistols  when  at  close  quarters.  Their  loss 
was  eight  killed  and  wounded,  while  on  our  side  the  casualties  were  but 
one  man  wounded.  Private  Watson,  Oomi)any  E,  First  U.  S.  Volunteer 
Infantry,  severely,  in  breast.  Two  horses  and  two  mules  captured. 
SimultaneouvSly  with  the  above  a  party  of  Indians  attacked  our  loggers 
in  the  woods,  but  were  repulsed  with  a  loss  of  three  of  their  number. 
Toward  night  a  party  appeared  on  the  hills  in  sight  of  the  fort.  A  few 
shells  thrown  among  them  soon  made  them  disappear.  As  soon  as  dark- 
ness set  in  I  dispatched  two  companies  of  infantry  in  different  direc- 
tions, to  act  as  scouts,  in  order  to  try  and  ambuscade  them,  and  after 
staying  out  all  night  they  returned  to  the  post  un  successful.  As  soon  as 
Captain  Moreland's  company  of  cavalry  arrives  from  above  I  hop'e  to  be 
able  to  assume  the  offensive.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  in  praise  of 
that  small  band  of  soldiers  who  so  signally  repulsed  such  a  large  body 
of  Indians.  They  were  within  sight  of  the  post  while  the  several 
charges  were  made,  and  directly  under  my  own  eye.  They  appeared 
cool,  calm,  and  collected,  determined  not  to  give  an  inch  of  ground. 
They  carried  out  implicitly  my  orders  and  instructions  to  them  in 
regard  to  Indian  fighting.  Judging  from  their  boldness  I  am  led  to 
believe  that  a  large  body  of  Indians  are  encamped  near  this  post.  I 
think  they  have  learned  a  lesson,  for  since  the  26th  instant  only  a  few 
Indians  have  been  seen,  at  long  distances  and  away  from  reach  of  my 
guns.  Capt.  N.  B.  Greer,  commanding  Post  Fort  Union,  arrived  at 
this  post  on  the  23d  instant  on  leave  of  absence,  based  on  surgeon's 
certificate  of  scurvy.    He  reports  all  quiet  above. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  E.  DIMOF, 
Colonel  First  U.  8.  Volunteer  Infantry,  Commanding  Post. 

Maj.  De  Witt  0.  Cram, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  District  of  Iowa. 


APRIL  26-29,  1865.— Scout  from  Little  Eock  to  the  Saline  River,  Ark. 

Report  of  Maj.  Harris  S.  Greeno,  Fourth  Arkansas  Cavalry  ( Union). 

Camp  Foubtii  Arkansas  Cavalry, 

Little  lioch,  ArJc,  April  39, 1805. 
Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  just  returned 
from  a  scout  to  the  Saline  Kiver,  having  left  camp  on  the  26th  instant 
at  7  a.  m.,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  post  headquarters.  My  com- 
mand consisted  of  120  of  the  Fourth  Arkansas  Cavalry  and  forty  men 
of  Captain  Miller's  company  of  independent  scouts.  I  marched  to 
Benton,  and  from  that  place  scouted  the  country  thoroughly  down 
Haline  Eiver  twenty-five  miles  near  Jenkins'  Ferry.  Near  Steel's  Mill, 
on  the  Saline  Eiver,  we  killed  one  man  by  the  name  of  Dick  Crosseu, 
said  to  be  a  captain  of  a  bushwhacking  company  and  a  very  bad  man. 
He  had  upon  his  person  a  pass  from  Major  General  Fagau  to  goin 
charge  of  a  scouting  party  to  the  Arkansas  Eiver  and  return.  We 
also  wounded  two  other  men,  one,  by  the  name  of  Barnes,  so  severely 
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I  was  compelled  to  leave  liim.  The  other  wounded  man  escaped,  and  I 
was  unable  to  learn  his  name.  1  could  hear  of  no  parties  of  the  enemy 
on  this  side  of  the  Saline  Eiver.  I  am  well  satisfied  there  was  no 
force  of  any  kind  in  the  country  through  which  I  passed.  I  should 
have  crossed  the  Saline  Eiver  and  made  a  vigorous  search  for  Craw- 
ford's command  had  it  not  been  for  the  fact  that  the  river  was  nearly 
past  fording  and  prospects  fair  for  a  heavy  rise,  in  wliich  case  I  could 
not  have  recrossed  for  several  days;  in  fact,  the  river  was  rising  at  the 
time  I  was  there.  It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  the 
fact  that  I  sustained  no  loss,  either  of  men  or  horses.  My  horses  all 
came  back  in  good  condition,  though  I  found  forage  very  scarce. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  GEEENO, 
Major,  Fourth  Arkansas  Cavalry. 
Lieut.  A.  S.  Kendkick, 

'Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Post  Little  Rock. 


APEIL  27, 1865. — Loss  of  the  Steamer  Sultana  in  the  Mississippi  River,  near 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

KEPORXS. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  Napoleon  J.  T.  Dana,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of 
Mississippi. 

No.  2. — Maj.  Gen.  Cadwalladei-  C.  Washburn,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  District  ol 
West  Tennessee. 

No.  3. — Bvt.  Brig.  Gen«  William  Hoffman,  U.  S.  Army,  Commissary-General  of  Pris- 
oners. 

No.  4. — Brig.  Gen.  .loseph  Holt,  .ludge-Advocate-General  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  5. — Actg.  Ensign  James  H.  Beriy,  U.  S.  Navy. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Napoleon  J.  T.  Dana,   U.  S.  Army,  commanding 
Department  of  Mississippi. 

Headquakters  Department  of  Mississippi, 

Vichsburg,  May  8,  1S65. 

In  compliance  with  your  verbal  request  this  morning,  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  as  follows  regardmg  the  shipment  of  paroled  Federal 
prisoners  from  here: 

The  commissary  of  musters  of  this  department,  Capt.  George  A.  Will- 
iams, First  U.  S.  Infantry,  was,  by  my  order,  in  the  latter  part  of  March, 
placed  in  charge  of  the  duties  pertaining  to  an  assistant  commissioner 
of  exchange,  with  a  view  to  transaction  of  business  with  the  rebel  agents 
then  in  charge  of  Federal  prisoners  of  war  who  were  an-iving  under 
flag  of  truce.  The  rebel  commissioners  having  positively  declined  to 
turn  over  any  prisoners  till  they  received  an  equivalent,  Captain 
Williams  was  sent  first  to  Mobile  and  then  to  Cairo,  to  commuriicate 
with  Major-General  Canby,  Lieu  ten  ant-General  Grant,  and  Brigadier- 
General  Hoftman.  During  his  absence  Capt.  Frederic  Speed,  assist- 
ant adjutant  general  of  this  department,  at  his  own  suggestion  was 
assigned  by  me  to  the  performance  of  Captain  Williams'  duties'  and 
took  entire  charge  of  the  receiving  of  prisoners  from  the  rebel  agents 
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and  of  sending  them  to  the  parole  camps  at  the  North.  During  Cap- 
tain  Williams'  absence  at  the  North  orders  were  received  through  me 
by  the  rebel  officials  from  Colonel  Ould,  rebel  commissioTier,  by  which 
they  were  induced  to  parole  the  prisoners,  and  I  then  ordered  Captain 
Speed  to  prepare  their  rolls  as  rapidly  as  possible  and  send  them  North 
as  rapidly  as  the  rolls  could  be  prepared,  calculating,  as  near  as  cir- 
cumstances would  permit,  about  1,000  at  a  load  for  the  regular  pack- 
ets as  they  passed.  The  first  load  which  was  sent  North  was  expected 
to  be  about  800,  as  that  was  about  the  number  for  which  rolls  were 
completed  when  the  Henry  Ames  was  expected.  She  was  delayed 
however,  and  by  the  time  she  was  ready  to  leave  the  rolls  were  ready 
for  upward  of  1,300,  and  she  carried  them  off.  I  had  taken  great 
interest  in  expediting  the  departure  of  these  brave  fellows  to  their 
homes,  and  I  went  down  to  see  this  load  start.  The  next  load  was  by 
the  steam-boat  Olive  Branch,  which  arrived  so  soon  after  the  depart- 
ure of  the  Ames  that  rolls  for  only  about  700  were  ready  for  her. 
After  she  left  Captain  Speed  came  to  me  in  considerable  indignation 
and  asked  for  authority  to  place  Captain  Kerns,  the  quartermaster  of 
transportation  at  this  post,  in  arrest.  He  stated  that  he  had  ordered 
all  boats  to  be  reported  to  him  immediately  on  arrival,  and  to  await 
orders;  that  this  boat  had  arrived  in  the  middle  of  the  night  and  had 
not  been  reported  to  him  till  8  o'clock  next  morning;  and  that  slie  had 
been  unnecessarily  detained  after  being  loaded;  and  that  be  had  been 
informed  that  this  delay  was  made  because  she  did  not  belong  to  the 
line  which  had  the  Government  contract,  and  that  the  contract  line 
had  offered  a  pecuniary  consideration  per  capita  for  the  men  to  be 
kept  for  their  boats;  and  the  intention  was  to  detain  the  Olive  Branch 
till  one  of  the  contract  line  came  along  to  take  the  load  from  her.  I 
directed  him  not  to  arrest  Captain  Kerns  till  he  was  satisfied,  upon 
proper  investigation,  that  the  reports  he  had  heard  were  well  founded. 
The  next  boat  was  the  Sultana,  and  she  arrived  so  soon  after  the 
departure  of  the  Olive  Branch  that  Captain  Speed  reported  to  me  that 
rolls  for  only  about  300  men  could  be  prepared,  and  that  therefore  none 
would  go  by  her,  but  they  would  wait  for  the  next  boat.  Captain 
Williams  had  arrived  from  the  North  in  the  night. 

Soon  after  making  his  first  report  Captain  Speed  came  to  my  office 
and  reported  that  he  had  consulted  with  Captain  Williams,  and  had 
decided  to  sliip  all  the  balance  of  prisoners  on  the  Sultana,  as  Captain 
Williams  liad  advised  that  they  be  counted  and  checked  as  they  went 
on  board  and  he  would  prepare  the  rolls  afterward.  I  expressed  satis- 
faction at  this,  and  asked  how  many  there  would  be,  and  he  replied 
about  1.300 — not  to  exceed  1,400;  that  the  exact  number  could  not  be 
stated  owing  to  discrepancies  in  the  rebel  rolls.  About  the  middle  of 
the  day  Captain  Williams  came  and  reported  that  the  captain  of  the 
Sultana  said  he  would  leave  in  an  hour  or  two,  and  that  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  men  were  still  out  at  the  parole  camp  and  he  did  not 
believe  that  proper  exertions  were  being  made  to  get  them  off,  and  that 
he  had  been  informed  that  a  pecuniary  consideration  had  been  offered 
per  capita  for  the  detention  of  the  men  and  shipment  of  them  on  the 
other  line,  and  that  he  thought  Captain  Speed  was  practicing  delay 
purposely  for  the  detention  of  the  men  till  the  Sultana  should  leave 
and  a  boat  of  the  other  line  arrive.  I  then  informed  Captain  Williams 
of  what  Captain  Speed  had  pre  viously  reported  regarding  Captain  Kerns 
and  his  clerks,  and  stated  that  I  thought  he  had  the  rumor  wrong.  He 
promised  to  investigate  it,  and  afterward  reported  to  me  that  he  was 
entirely  mistaken  in  regard  to  Captain  Speed.     I  also  ordered  a  tele- 
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gram  to  be  sent  to  Captain  Speed  informing  him  that  the  boat  would 
leave  in  an  hour  or  two,  and  inquiring  if  any  more  men  would  go  by  ner. 
After  dark  Captain  Speed  reported  that  all  the  men  were  in  from  camp. 
Up  to  this  moment  I  considered  that  he  had  performed  his  difficult  tasK 
with  great  satisfaction  and  efiSciency.  The  next  morning  on  visiting 
my  ofSce  I  inquired  of  Captain  Speed  whether  the  boat  had  lett  and 
was  informed  she  had.  I  then  inquired  as  to  the  exact  number  ot  nieii 
she  had  taken,  and  was  astonished  to  hear  that  there  were  1,900.  Hav- 
ing never  seen  the  boat,  I  inquired  as  to  her  capacity  and  as  to  the  com- 
fort of  the  men,  and  was  assured  by  both  Captain  Speed  and  Captain 
Williams  that  the  load  was  not  large  for  the  boat;  that  the  men  were 
comfortable  and  not  overcrowded,  and  that  there  were  very  few  boats 
which  had  so  much  room  for  troops  as  the  Sultana.  I  had  first  intrusted 
the  whole  exchange  business  to  Captain  Williams,  but  he  having  left, 
Captain  Speed  was  placed  in  charge  of  it  in  addition  to  his  other  duties 
by  my  orders.  He  assumed  and  managed  it,  as  I  thought,  with  ability, 
and  I  never  had  any  report  or  complaint  further  than  is  stated  above 
prior  to  the  deplorable  calamity  to  the  boat,  and  was  not  informed  of 
any  other  circumstances  in  the  details  of  the  whole  matter. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

'        ^  N.  J.  T.  DANA, 

Major-General. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  Hoffman,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 

[First  indorsement.] 

ViCKSBURG,  Miss.,  May  7  [8],  1865. 
Will  General  Dana  please  state  what  officer  or  officers  he  considers 
responsible  for  the  shipment  of  the  paroled  troops  within  referred  to, 
and  for  the  proper  character  of  the  transportation  ? 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Mississippi, 

Vicksburg,  May  8,  1863. 
Respectfully  returned  to  Brigadier-General  Hoffman. 
Captain  Speed  was  intrusted  with  the  transfer  and  shipment  of  the 
prisoners,  and  assumed  full  and  active  management  and  control  of  it, 
and  I  therefore  considered  him  fully  responsible  therefor.  The  quar- 
termaster's department  was  ordered  to  provide  the  transportation,  and 
I  consider  Captain  Kerns,  quartermaster  in  charge  of  transportation, 
responsible  for  the  character  of  it. 

N.  J.  T.  DANA, 

Major- General. 


No.  2. 


Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  CadwaUader  C.  Washburn,  U.  S.  Army,  command- 
ing District  of  West  Tennessee. 

Headquarters  District  of  West  Tennessee, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  May  23,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  testimony 
taken  in  regard  to  the  destruction  of  the  ill-fated  steamer  Sultana;  also 
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the  report  of  tlie  commission  appointed  to  investigate  the  matter.* 
This  commission  had  been  organized  by  me  before  your  order  was 
received.  It  <ii)pears  from  the  testimony  and  report,  as  you  will  observe, 
that  the  explosion  was  occasioned  by  the  want  of  water  in  the  boilers. 
It  is  also  shown  that  the  boilers  were  defective  and  known  to  be  so,  and 
that  the  vessel  was  detained  thirty-three  hours  at  Vicksburg  for  the 
purpose  of  repairing  them,  and  that  they  were  imperfectly  repaired. 
The  quartermaster's  department  at  Vicksburg  is  censured  in  the  report 
of  the  commission  for  not  having  i-emonstrated  with  greater  earnest- 
ness against  the  placing  of  so  many  men  on  one  boat  when  there  were 
other  boats  present  and  anxious  to  take  a  portion  of  the  soldiers  on  the 
same  terms.  I  think  this  censure  is  not  deserved.  It  is  plain  that 
Colonel  Hatch,  chief  quartermaster  of  the  department,  and  Captain 
Kerns,  master  of  transportation,  said  all  that  was  necessary  for  them  to 
say,  to  have  a  portion  of  the  troops  placed  npon  the  steamer  Pauline 
Carroll,  and  that  they  interested  themselves  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
draw  upon  themselves  tlie  accusation  of  receiving  bribes  from  parties 
interested  in  the  boat,  of  which  there  is  no  proof.  The  business  was 
taken  out  of  their  hands  of  shipping  these  troops  as  it  had  been  in  pre- 
vious instances  by  the  assistant  adjutant-general  of  the  department, 
whose  orders  must  be  presumed  to  have  been  by  order  of  the  command- 
ing general,  and  not  to  be  resisted  by  the  quartermaster.  There 
appears  to  have  been  a  general  suspicion  on  both  sides  that  bribery  was 
being  used.  Each  party  was  accusing  the  other,  but  there  is  no  proof 
to  sustain  such  accusations  or  suspicions.  All  the  parties  belonging  to 
the  boat  who  were  in  any  wise  responsible  for  the  disaster  lost  their 
lives  at  the  time  of  the  explosion  or  have  since  died . 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  C.  WASHBURN, 


Hon.  E{  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War^  Washington,  D.  C 


Major-  General. 


No.  3. 


Report  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  William  Hoffman,  U.  S.  Army,  Commimiry- 

Generol  of  Prisoners. 

Office  of  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  1).  C,  May  19,  1865. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  your  instructions  of  the  3()th  ultimo,  I  proceeded 
direct  to  Memphis,  Tenii.,  and  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  to  inquire  into  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  destruction  of  tlie  steamer  Sultana  in  the  Mississippi 
lliver  near  Memphis  on  the  24tli  [27th  ]  ultimo,  by  which  calamity  a  large 
number  of  paroled  prisoners,  who  had  embarked  on  her  at  Vicksburg, 
lost  their  lives,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  result  of  my  investigations: 

At  Memphis  I  learned  that  a  court  of  inquiry  had  been  ordered  by 
Major  General  Washburn,  commanding  District  of  West  Tennessee,  to 
investigate  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  the  burning  of  the  Sultana, 

*  The  proceedings  and  report  of  the  commission  were  referred,  by  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  the  commaudiii-;  Reneral  Department  of  Mississippi,  Jn]y  A 
1865,  and  never  received  hack.  Another  copy  was  forwarded  to  the  War  Department 
by  the  CommiBsary -General  of  Prisoners.     See  Hoffman's  report,  p.  217. 
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and  at  Vicksburg  I  learned  that  a  commission  had  been  ordered  by 
Major-GeneralDana,  commanding  Department  of  Mississippi,  to  make 
a  similar  investigation.  The  court  and  the  commission  were  about 
closing  their  proceedings  when  I  arrived  at  Vicksburg,  and  finding  upon 
a  perusal  of  their  records  that  all  the  testimony  taken  would  be  useful 
to  me  in  forming  an  opinion  as  to  the  merits  of  the  case,  I  determined 
to  avail  myself  of  a  copy  of  them,  which  I  was  permitted  to  do  through 
the  courtesy  of  the  generals  by  whom  the  investigations  were  made. 
In  addition  to  the  above  I  obtained  such  further  testimony  that  was 
withiu  my  reach  as  I  thought  necessary  to  a  full  understanding  of  the 
matter.  Upon  a  careful  consideration  of  all  the  facts  as  presented  in 
the  testimony  herewith  submitted,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  ship- 
ment of  so  large  a  number  of  troops  (1,866)  on  one  boat  was,  under  the 
circumstances,  unnecessary,  unjustifiable,  and  a  great  outrage  on  the 
troops.  A  proper  order  was  issued  by  the  general  commanding  tbe 
department  for  the  embarkation  of  the  paroled  prisoners,  and  there 
were  four  officers  of  his  staff  who  were  responsible  that  this  order  was 
properly  carried  out,  viz.  Col.  E.  B.  Hatch,  captain  in  the  quarter- 
master's department,  chief  quartermaster;  Capt.  Frederic  Speed, 
assistant  adjutant-general,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  adjutant-general  Depart 
ment  of  Mississippi;  Capt.  George  A.  Williams,  First  U.  S.  Infantry, 
commissary  of  musters  and  in  charge  of  paroled  prisoners,  and  Capt. 
W.  F.  Kerns,  assistant  quartermaster,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  and  master  of 
transportation.  If  there  was  anything  deficient  or  unsuitable  in  the 
character  of  the  transportation  furnished,  one  or  more  of  these  officers 
should  be  held  accountable  for  the  neglect. 

The  testimony  shows  that  it  was  well  understood  by  the  four  officers 
named  that  the  troops  in  question  were  to  embark  in  the  Sultana.  She 
was  provided  by  the  master  of  transportation,  with  the  approval  of  the 
chief  quartermaster,  upon  the  order  of  General  Dana,  though  not  upon 
a  formal  requisition,  and  Captain  Speed  and  Captain  Williams  were  to 
superintend  the  embarkation.  Nothing  was  known  positively  as  to  the 
number  of  men  that  were  to  go  on  board,  but  it  was  the  impression  that 
there  would  be  from  1,200  to  1,500;  nor  was  any  inspection  of  the  boat 
made  by  either  of  the  officers  above  named  to  determine  her  caiiacity 
or  her  condition.  Neither  one  of  them  knew  whether  she  had  proper 
apparatus  for  cooking  for  so  many  men  or  other  necessary  conveniences 
required  for  troops  on  transports.  The  troops  were  sent  to  the  steamer 
from  the  camp  in  three  parties,  as  is  shown  by  the  testimony  of  Mi\ 
Butler,  superintendent  of  military  railroads  at  Vicksburg,  though  Cap- 
tain Speed  and  Captain  Williams  knew  only  of  the  first  and  third 
parties.  The  second  party  consisted  of  between  300  and  400  men.  As 
the  men  were  being  embarked  Captain  Kerns  seems  to  have  been  satis- 
fled  that  too  many  were  going  on  one  boat,  and  he  so  reported  to  Col- 
onel Hatch,  who  agreed  with  him  in  this  belief  but  failed  to  interfere 
himself,  as  it  was  his  duty  to  do,  or  to  make  any  report  of  the  matter  to 
General  Dana,  because,  as  he  states,  he  had  had  a  day  or  two  before 
some  difficulty  with  Captain  Speed  about  the  shipment  of  troops. 
There  were  two  other  steamers  at  the  landing  during  the  day,  both  of 
which  would  have  taken  a  part  of  the  men,  and  there  was  therefore  no 
necessity  for  crowding  them  all  on  one  boat.  It  only  required  an  order 
from  Colonel  Hatch  or  a  representation  of  the  facts  to  the  commanding 
general. 

Both  Captain  Speed  and  Captain  Williams  acted  under  the  impres- 
sion that  there  were  only  about  1,400  men  to  be  forwarded,  and  having 
also  a  conviction  that  bribery  had  been  attempted  to  induce  the  ship- 
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ment  of  part  of  the  men  on  the  Pauline  Carroll,  they,  during  the  day, 
resisted  the  proposition  to  divide  the  command  between  the  two  boats,' 
in  the  belief  that  in  doing  so  they  resisted  an  attempt  at  fraud.  It  was 
not  until  the  troops  were  all  on  board  that  they  became  aware  of  the 
learful  load  that  was  on  the  boat,  and  then  they  seemed  to  think  it  too 
late  to  make  any  change,  but  neither  of  them  made  any  inspection  of 
the  boat  to  see  whether  there  was  room  enough  for  every  man  to  lie 
down.  The  testimony  shows,  and  by  a  calculation  of  the  area  of  the 
three  decks,  I  am  satisfied  that  there  was  scant  sleeping  room  for  all  the 
men  when  every  part  of  the  boat,  from  the  roof  of  the  "  texas"  to  the  main 
deck,  was  fully  occupied.  At  night  it  was  impossible  to  move  about, 
and  it  was  only  with  much  difficulty  that  it  could  be  done  during  the 
daytime.  The  cooking  was  done  either  by  hot  water  taken  from  the 
boilers  or  at  a  small  stove  on  the  afterpart  of  the  main  deck,  and 
owing  to  the  limited  nature  of  this  arrangement,  the  difficulty  of  get- 
ting about  the  boat,  and  the  want  of  camp  kettles  or  mess  pans,  the 
cooking  could  not  be  very  general.  Before  the  troops  embarked  there 
were  on  the  boat  about  sixty  horses  and  mules  and  some  hogs,  100  or 
more.  The  great  weight  on  the  upper  deck  made  it  necessary  to  set 
up  stanchions  in  many  places,  in  spite  of  which  the  deck  perceptibly 
sagged.  The  impression  seems  to  have  been  entertained  that  the 
paroled  troops,  having  been  so  long  suffering  together  in  rebel  prisons, 
were  particularly  anxious  to  go  home  together  in  the  same  boat,  but 
there  is  no  foundation  for  this  belief.  The  men  were  exceedingly 
anxious  to  return  to  their  homes  and  were  willing  to  put  up  with  many 
inconveniences,  but  they  felt  that  they  were  treated  witli  unkindiiess 
and  harshness  when  they  were  crowded  together  in  great  discomfort  on 
one  boat  when  another  equally  good  was  lying  alongside  wilhng  to 
take  them. 

From  the  foregoing  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  four  officers  above- 
named  are  responsible  for  the  embarkation  of  so  large  a  number  of 
troops  on  an  unsuitable  vessel.  Colonel  Hatch  and  Captain  Speed  being 
the  most  censurable.  It  was  their  duty  especially  to  see  that  the  serv- 
ice was  properly  performed.  Captain  Williams  was  assisting  Captain 
Speed  and  seems  to  have  felt  that  there  was  no  special  responsibility 
resting  on  him,  but  there  was  a  manifest  propriety  in  his  knowing  the 
number  embarked,  and  if  there  was  a  deficiency  of  transportation  he 
should  have  reported  it.  Captain  Kerns  made  no  inspection  of  the 
steamer  to  see  that  she  was  properly  fitted  up,  but  he  did  report  her 
to  Colonel  Hatch,  and  also  to  General  Smith,  as  being  insufficient  for  so 
many  troops,  and  his  report  should  have  been  noticed.  He  made  no 
report  of  the  repairing  of  the  boilers,  which  he  seems  to  have  been 
aware  was  going  forward,  and  which  it  has  not  yet  been  decided  pos- 
itively was  not  the  cause  of  the  disaster.  Lieut.  W.  H.  Tillinghast, 
Sixty-sixth  TJ.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  was  the  only  other  officer  connected 
with  this  service,  but  he  had  no  directing  control.  It  is  shown  by 
his  own  testimony  that  a  bribe  was  proffered  to  him  to  induce  him  to 
use  his  influence  in  having  some  of  the  troops  shipped  on  the  Pauline 
Carroll,  which  he  showed  a  willingness  to  accept — at  least  he  did  not 
reject  it — and  which  he  failed  to  report  until  after  the  loss  of  the  Sul- 
tana. The  testmiony  of  the  four  officers  above  referred  to  is  very  con- 
tradictory, and  I  have  formed  my  opinion  from  the  general  tenor  of  the 
testimony  and  the  circumstances  of  the  embarkation.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  L. 
Smith,  U,  S.  Volunteers,  had  command  of  the  District  of  Vicksburg 
at  the  time,  but  he  had  nothing  officially  to  do  with  the  shipment  of 
the  troops;  yet  as  it  was  officially  reported  to  him  by  Captain  Kerns 
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that  too  many  men  were  being  put  in  the  Sultana,  it  was  proper  that 
he  should  have  satisfied  himself  from  good  authority  whether  there  was 
sufficient  grounds  for  the  report,  and  if  he  found  it  so  he  should  have 
interfered  to  hate  the  evil  remedied.  Had  he  done  so  the  lives  of 
many  men  would  have  been  saved. 

In  reference  to  the  immediate  cause  of  the  calamity,  the  testimony 
which  I  have  been  able  to  collect  does  not  enable  me  to  form  a  positive 
opinion.  The  testimony  of  tbe  two  engineers  of  the  Sultana  and  of 
the  inspector  at  Saint  Louis  establishes  that  her  boilers  were  in  good 
condition  on  her  leaving  that  port  for  New  Orleans,  and  apparently 
continued  so  until  her  arrival  within  ten  hours'  run  of  Vicksburg,  when 
a  leak  occurred  in  one  of  her  boilers.  On  the  arrival  of  the  boat  at 
Vicksburg  this  leak  was  repaired  by  a  competent  boiler  maker,  and 
was  pronounced  by  him  a  good  job,  though  he  qualifies  the  character 
of  the  work  by  saying  that  to  have  been  thorough  and  permanent  the 
two  sheets  adjoining  the  leak  should  have  been  taken  out,  and  that  in 
its  then  condition  it  was  not  perfect.  The  first  engineer,  Mr.  Wait- 
ringer,  testifies  that  after  leaving  Vicksburg  he  watched  the  repaired 
part  of  the  boiler,  which  was  near  the  front  end,  just  over  the  fire  bars, 
carefully,  and  it  did  not  at  any  time  show  the  least  sign  of  giving  way. 
When  he  was  relieved  from  charge  of  the  engine  by  the  second  engi- 
neer the  boilers  were  full  of  water  and  in  good  condition,  and  on  their 
return  to  Memphis  the  second  engineer,  Mr.  Clemmans,  who,  being  on 
wat«h  at  the  time  of  the  explosion,  was  fatally  scalded,  told  him  before 
he  died  that  the  boilers  were  all  right  and  full  of  water.  I  was  told  by 
another  engineer  at  Cincinnati  that  he  had  said  the  same  thing  to 
another  person  on  landing  at  Memphis,  but  this  other  person  was  not 
within  my  reach.  There  is  nothing  to  show  that  there  was  any  careen- 
ing of  the  boat  at  the  time  of  the  disaster,  or  that  she  was  running 
fast;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  shown  that  she  was  running  evenly  and  not 
fast.  A  piece  of  boiler  was  obtained  from  the  wreck,  by  order  of  Gen- 
eral Washburn,  which  I  examined.  It  seemed  to  have  been  broken 
from  the  bottom  of  the  boiler  the  breadth  of  a  sheet  and  torn  tapering 
to  near  the  top  of  the  boiler,  tearing  tlie  iron  like  paper,  at  times 
through  the  rivet  holes  and  then  through  the  middle  of  the  sheet. 
The  lower  or  wider  end  seems  to  have  been  exposed  to  tlie  fire  without 
the  protection  of  water,  and  if  so,  this  doubtless  was  the  cause  of  the 
explosion.  But  this  piece  of  iron  may  have  been  exposed  to  the  fire  of 
the  burning  vessel  after  the  explosion,  iu  which  case  some  other  cause 
must  be  found  to  account  for  it.  The  testimony  of  some  of  the  most 
experienced  engineers  on  the  Western  rivers  is  given,  to  throw  some 
light  on  the  matter,  but  until  the  boilers  can  all  be  examined  no  reliable 
conjecture  can  be  made  to  account  for  the  explosion.  Thus  far  nothing 
has  been  discovered  to  show  that  the  disnster  was  attributable  to  the 
imperfect  patching.  It  is  the  common  opinion  among  engineers  that 
an  exjjlosion  of  steam  boilers  is  impossible  when  they  have  the  proper 
quantity  of  water  in  them,  but  the  boilers  may  burst  from  an  over- 
pressure of  steam  when  they  are  full  of  water,  owing  to  some  defective 
piirt  of  the  iron,  in  which  case  there  is  generally  no  other  harm  done 
than  giving  way  of  the  defective  part  and  the  consequent  escape  of 
steaui.  One  engineer,  who  is  said  to  be  the  most  reliable  on  the  river, 
says  that  even  in  such  a  case  the  great  power  of  the  steam,  having 
once  found  a  yielding  place,  tears  everything  before  it,  producing  the 
effect  of  an  explosion,  and  his  view  seems  to  be  reasonable.  What  is 
usually  understood  as  the  explosion  of  a  boiler  is  caused  by  the  sudden 
development  of  an  intense  steam  by  the  water  coming  in  contact  with 
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red-hot  iron,  which  produces  an  effect  like  the  firing  of  gunpowder  iu 
a  mine,  and  the  destruction  of  the  boilers  and  the  boat  that  carries 
them  is  the  cousequence. 

The  reports  and  testimony  show  that  tliere  were  1,866  troops  on 
board  the  boat,  including  33  paroled  officers,  1  officer  who  had  resigned 
and  the  captain  in  charge  of  the  guard.  Of  these,  765,  including  16 
officers,  were  saved,  and  1,101,  including  19  officers,  were  lost.  There 
were  70  cabin  passengers  and  85  crew  on  board,  of  whom  some  12  to  IH 
were  saved,  giving  a  loss  of  137,  making  the  total  loss  1,238.  I  have 
the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  following  papers  in  support  of  the 
foregoing  opinions,  viz:  Testimony  taken  before  the  court  of  inquiry 
ordered  by  Major-General  Washburn,  marked  A;*  testimony  taken 
before  the  commission  ordered  by  Major-General  Dana,  marked  B;* 
testimony  taken  by  myself,  including  testimony  of  Capt.  James  M. 
McCown,  Sixth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  taken  before  Colonel  Badeau,  of 
General  Grant's  staff,  marked  C;*  and  the  report  of  Major-General 
Dana,  commanding  Department  of  Mississippi,  marked  D.t 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.,  U.  S.  Anny,  Govimissarxj- General  of  Prisoners. 

Hon.  E.  ]M.  Stanton, 

/Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  fJ.  C. 


No.  4. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  Holt,  Judge- Advocate-General,  U.  S.  Army. 

Bureau  of  Military  Justice, 

June  21,  1866. 

The  following  report  in  the  case  of  Capt.  Frederic  Speed,  assistant 
adjutant-general,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  resijectfully  submitted :  % 

Captain  Speed  was  tried  at  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  the  trial  commencing 
January  9,  1866,  and  terminating  June  5,  under  the  following  charge: 
Neglect  of  duty,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military  disci- 
pline. Sijecification  1  alleges,  in  substance,  that  accused  "  being 
charged  by  Major-General  Dana,  commanding  Department  of  Missis- 
sippi, with  the  duty  of  receiving  certain  officers  and  men  in  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  United  States,  paroled  as  prisoners  of  war  "  by  the 
Confederate  authorities,  and  also  being  charged  with  the  duty  of  super- 
intending the  transfer  of  said  paroled  prisoners  from  Four-Mile  Bridge, 
near  Vicksburg,  to  Jefferson  Barracks,  Mo.,  "did  neglect  to  avail  himself 
of  the  services  of  Capt.  B.  B.  Match,  assistant  quartermaster,  chief  quar- 
termaster of  Department  of  Mississippi,  and  Capt.  W.  F.  Kerns,  assistant 
quartermaster,  in  charge  of  water  transportation  at  Vicksburg,  in  pro- 
curing the  necessary  and  safe  transportation  for  the  said  paroled  prison- 
ers up  the  Mississippi  liivcr,  but  did  himself  assume  to  discharge  the 
duties  properly  belonging  to  the  aforesaid  officers  of  the  quartermaster's 
department  by  deciding  and  directing  that  a  large  detachment  of  said 
paroled  prisoners,  about  1,886  in  number,  should  be  transported  north- 
ward in  one  steamer,  the  Sultana,  against  the  advice  and  remonstrances 
of  the  aforesaid  officers,"  thus  greatly  overloading  the  said  steamer, 

*  Omitted. 
tSee  J).  210. 

tThe  general  coin-t-marr.ial  for  the  trial  of  Captain  Speed  was  convened  by  para- 
graph II,  Special  Orders,  No.  89,  Department  of  Mississippi,  Novemher  1,  1865. 
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which  on  her  trip  up  the  river  exploded,  whereupon  about  1,100  men 
lost  their  lives  who  would  not  have  so  lost  their  lives  but  for  the  mis- 
conduct of  the  accused.  This  at  Vicksburg  on  or  about  the  23d,  24th, 
25th,  26th,  and-  27th  of  April,  18G5.  Specification  2  alleges  in  sub- 
stance that  the  accused  "did  assume  unwarrantable  authority  in 
directing  the  arrangements  for  the  transportation"  of  certain  paroled 
prisoners,  "and  did  mtliout  authority  load  and  cause  to  be  loaded  a 
large  number,  to  wit,  1,886,  paroled  prisoners  on  one  boat,  the  steamer 
Sultana,"  being  largely  in  excess  of  the  number  she  could  safely  carry, 
"  and  when  at  the  same  time  other  and  better  conditioned  boats  were  at 
the  post  of  Vicksburg,  ready  and  anxious  to  take  a  portion  of  said 
prisoners,"  the  accused  well  knowing  the  same.  "And  Captain  Speed, 
against  the  remonstrances  of  Captain  Kerns,  assistant  quartermaster, 
against  crowding  so  many  men  on  one  boat,  did  with  criminal  neglect 
and  carelessness  cause  the  whole  number,  to  wit,  1,886  prisoners,  to  be 
placed  on  the  said  steamer;  and  afterward  from  the  effects  of  which 
large  load  of  paroled  prisoners,^'  the  boilers  of  the  Sultana  exploded, 
whereby  about  1,100  of  said  prisoners  lost  their  lives.  The  court  con- 
victed the  accused  under  the  specifications  and  charge,  striking  out 
the  words  and  clauses  indicated  above  in  red  ink,*  and  sentenced  him 
to  be  dismissed  the  service. 

Major-General  Wood,  commanding  the  department,  approves  the 
proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence,  and  forwards  the  record  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  for  final  action.  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  bureau, 
after  a  careful  study  of  the  record,  that  Captain  Speed  took  no  such 
part  in  the  transportation  of  the  prisoners  in  question  as  should  render 
him  amenable  to  punishment;  that  his  connection  with  the  events 
which  preceded  the  disaster  to  the  Sultana  was  a  wholly  subordinate 
one;  and  that  the  facts  developed  in  the  evidence  point  out  with  dis- 
tinctness other  ofBcers,  whose  indifference  to  the  comfort  of  those 
placed  temporarily  in  their  charge  resulted  in,  though  without  causing, 
the  death  of  over  1,100  of  their  number.  An  examination  of  the  find- 
ings of  the  court,  contrasted  with  the  specifications  as  originally  laid, 
will  show,  indeed,  that  this  was  in  fact  the  opinion  of  the  officers  who 
composed  it.  The  gist  of  the  first  specification  is  that  accused  neg- 
lected his  duty  in  that  he  failed  to  avail  himself  of  the  services  of 
Captain  Hatch,  chief  quartermaster,  and  Captain  Kerns,  assistant 
quartermaster,  in  procuring  safe  transportation  for  the  paroled  prison- 
ers, and  did  assume  upon  himself  to  discharge  the  duties  properly 
belonging  to  them;  and  that  against  their  advice  and  remonstrances 
he  insisted  on  placing  all  the  men  on  the  Sultana.  The  court  find  that 
accused  did  not  fail  to  avail  himself  of  the  services  of  Captain  Hatch, 
who  was  at  the  head  of  the  quartermaster's  department  at  Vicksburg, 
but  only  of  the  services  of  Captain  Kerns,  who  held  a  very  subordinate 
position  under  Captain  Hatch;  while  the  evidence  shows  that  the 
Sultana  was  selected  by  Captain  Hatch,  and  that  Captain  Kerns  only 
advised  against  placing  the  paroled  men  aboard  of  her  in  the  evening 
of  the  day  she  sailed,  when  he  saw  the  crowded  condition  of  the  men, 
and  when  it  was  impossible  under  the  circumstances  to  divide  them 
into  two  detachments.  It  is  further  shown  by  considerable  testimony 
that  Captain  Williams,  chief  mustering  officer  on  General  Dana's  staff 
and  commissioner  of  exchange,  was  present  when  the  men  were  put  on 
the  Sultana,  counted  them  as  they  went  aboard,  declared  them  to  be 
comfortable,  and  insisted,  in  a  conversation  with  Captain  Kerns,  that 
none  should  go  on  any  other  boat. 


*  Here  printed  in  italics. 
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The  gist  of  the  charge  being  that  accused  assumed  undue  authority 
and  neglected  to  consult  the  officers  of  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, and  the  court  finding  that  accused  did  in  fact  consult  Captain 
Hatch,  the  officer  who  possessed  exclusive  authority  in  the  premises, 
the  accusation  of  neglect  of  duty,  as  laid  in  the  first  specification,  man- 
ifestly fails  to  be  sustained.  The  second  specification  substantially 
avers  that  accused,  without  authority,  overloaded  the  Sultana,  against 
Captain  Kerns'  remonstrances,  and  that  his  criminal  neglect  occasioned 
the  explosion  of  the  vessel.  The  court,  in  strict  accordance  with  the 
proofs,  find  that  accused  acted  with  authority;  that  Captain  Kerns  did 
not  remonstrate  with  him,  and  that  the  explosion  was  not  the  result  of 
the  overloading  of  the  steamer.  What  ground  remains  for  visiting 
Captain  Speed  with  a  dishonorable  and  lifelong  punishment,  in  view  of 
the  light  in  which  the  court  regard  his  acts,  is  difficult  to  discover. 
The  evidence  shows  that  accused  was  appointed  verbally  by  General 
Dana  to  act  as  commissioner  of  exchange  during  the  temporary 
absence  of  Captain  Williams;  that  Captain  Williams  returned  the  day 
before  the  men  were  sent  to  Vicksburg  to  go  North,  and  that  he  imme- 
diately resumed  the  duties  of  his  office.  It  is  shown  that  Captain 
Kerns  advised  with  Captain  Williams  against  so  many  men  going  on 
one  vessel,  and  that  the  latter  insisted,  very  angrily,  that  they  should 
all  go  by  the  Sultana;  and  it  is  further  shown,  by  abundant  evidence, 
that  the  boat,  though  overcrowded,  was  not  overloaded;  that  in  ship- 
ments of  troops  by  steamer  no  attention  was  ever  paid,  throughout  the 
war,  to  the  legal  carrying  capacity  of  the  ship;  that  the  Sultana  ran 
smoothly  on  the  trii>;  and  finally  that  the  explosion  was  owing,  not  to 
the  excess  in  the  number  of  men  she  was  conveying,  but  to  the  fact  that 
since  her  last  official  survey,  made  ten  days  previous,  and  at  which  she 
was  pronounced  to  be  staunch,  &c.,  her  boilers  had  been  burned,  through 
the  probable  carelessness  of  her  engineer,  and  had  been  repaired  imper- 
fectly with  a  patch  of  thinner  iron. 

Terrible  as  was  the  disaster  to  the  Sultana,  there  is  no  evidence  that 
it  was  caused  by  the  overcrowding  of  her  decks,  and  it  is  therefore 
difficult  to  say  upon  whom  the  responsibility  for  the  loss  of  1,100  lives 
should  really  rest.  The  engineer  testifies  that  he  considered  the  boil- 
ers well  and  sufficiently  repaired,  but  his  criminality  in  risking  the 
lives  of  so  many  men,  knowing,  as  he  did,  the  condition  of  his  boat, 
was  great  and  without  palliation.  Whoever  should  be  regarded  as 
meriting  jmnishment  for  his  connection  with  the  event,  it  is  believed 
that  it  is  not  Captain  Speed.  The  selection  of  the  Sultana  is  shown  to 
have  been  made  by  Captain  Hatch,  the  chief  quartermaster,  not  by  the 
accused.  Captain  Speed  is  shown  to  have  been  in  frequent  consulta- 
tion with  Captain  Hatch,  who,  moreover,  is  proved  to  have  previously 
promised  a  full  load  to  the  captain  of  the  Sultana,  and  to  have  sent  the 
latter  to  Captain  Speed  in  reference  to  the  matter.  Captain  Williams 
is  shown  to  have  taken  almost  the  entire  direction  of  afiairston  his 
return  from  the  North,  and  to  have  insisted  that  the  prisoners  should 
not  be  divided;  and  Captain  Speed,  the  accused,  is  proven  to  have 
believed  tlie  control  of  the  arrangements  to  be  so  completely  taken  out 
of  his  hands  that  he  went  to  the  Sultana  while  the  men  were  going  on 
board  only  through  an  accident,  and  ])erformed  no  services  while  there, 
convinced  that  his  duties  had  ended  when  he  brought  the  prisoners 
from  Four-Mile  Bridge  to  Vicksburg,  and  that  to  the  commissioner  of 
exchange.  Captain  Williams,  and  the  officers  of  the  quartermaster's 
department  belonged  the  additional  duty  of  shipping  them  to  the 
North. 
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It  would  be  easy,  though  it  would  extend  this  report  to  too  great  a 
length,  to  iutroduce  iu  full  the  testimony  on  which,  in  all  these  points, 
the  judgment  of  this  bureau  is  founded.  It  is  believed  to  be  unneces- 
sary, however,  inasmuch  as  the  court  have,  by  its  findings,  so  emascu- 
lated the  allegations  of  the  charge  as  to  absolve  the  accused  of  all 
responsibility  for  the  catastrophe.  Their  findings  under  the  specifica- 
tions are  believed  to  be  fully  warranted  by  the  evidence,  in  the  face  of 
which  they  could  scarcely  have  arrived  at  any  different  conclusions. 
How,  then,  however,  they  could  proceed  to  inflict  upon  the  accused  a 
punishment  so  terrible  for  offenses  of  which  they  virtually  find  him  not 
guilty,  this  bureau  fails  to  understand.  It  is  recommended  that  tlie 
sentence  be,disapproved  and  that  Captain  Speed  be  publicly  exonerated 
from  the  charges  which  have  been  made  against  his  character  as  an  offi- 
cer. It  is  not  the  design  of  this  report  to  cast  censure  upon  the  con- 
duct of  Captain  Williams.  He  is  shown  to  have  been  absent  at  the 
North  until  the  day  before  the  steamer  Sultana  sailed  with  her  living 
freight,  and  cannot,  therefore,  be  held  responsible  for  arrangements 
made  before  his  return.  His  persistence  in  couliniug  tlie  entire  detach- 
ment of  paroled  men  to  the  Sultana  is  believed  to  be  accounted  tor 
partly  by  his  knowledge  that  the  agents  of  other  vessels  were  attempt- 
ing to  obtain  their  share  of  patronage  by  bribery,  which,  for  a  short 
time,  he  believed  Captain  Speed  to  have  yielded  to,  though  he  soon 
after  publicly  admitted  his  mistake;  partly  also  by  a  confusion  which 
is  shown  to  have  existed  in  his  mind  as  to  the  number  of  those  who 
were  to  be  sent  North ;  and  iu  part  by  the  extreme  difficulty  of  effecting  a 
division  at  so  late  a  period.  That  Captain  Hatch  felt  a  consciousness  of 
some  responsibility  for  the  disaster  is  believed  to  be  shown  by  the  fact  that 
though  three  times  subpoenaed  to  give  his  testimony  at  the  trial,  and 
though  the  trial  was  prolonged  three  months  that  his  presence  might 
be  secured,  he  refused  to  obey  the  summons;  and  that,  notwithstanding 
every  effort  was  made  to  compel  his  presence,  the  Secretary  of  War 
being  finally  appealed  to  to  order  his  arrest  as  guilty  of  contempt,  it 
was  found  necessary  to  finish  the  trial  without  his  evidence.* 

J.  HOLT, 
Judge- A  dvocate-  General. 

Secretary  of  War. 


No.  5. 

Report  of  Actff.  Ensign  James  H.  Berry,  U.  S.  Nary. 

U.  S.  Iron- CLAD  Essex, 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  April  27,  1865. 
Sir:  I  was  aroused  from  my  sleep  this  morning  by  a  call  from  Mr. 
Earnshaw,  who  informed  me  that  the  steamer  Sultana  had  blown  up 
and  was  burning  at  a  short  distiiiice  up  the  river,  and  that  the  river 
was  covered  with  drowning  men.  I  ordered  all  the  boats  manned, 
which  was  done  immediately,  and  I  went  in  tlie  cutter,  which  boat  was 
the  first  ready,  and  we  went  out  to  the  middle  of  the  river.  The  morn- 
ing was  very  dark,  it  being  about  one  hour  before  daylight,  and  the 
weather  overcast,  and  the  shrieks  of  the  wounded  and  drowning  men 
was  the  only  guide  we  had.  The  first  man  we  picked  up  was  chilled 
and  so  benumbed  that  he  couldn't  help  himself,  and  the  second  one 
died  a  short  time  after  he  was  taken  on  board.     We  soon  drifted  down 

*  Cai)taiu  Speed  Tva.s  honorably  imistercd  out  of  sorvice  iSoi)tember  1    IbCG. 
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to  Fort  Pickeriug,  -when  the  sentry  on  the  shore  fired  at  us,  and  we 
were  obliged  to  "come  to"  while  the  poor  fellows  near  us  were  crying 
out  and  imploring  us  for  God's  sake  to  save  them;  that  they  couldn't 
hold  out  much  longer.  We  pulled  a  short  distance  toward  the  shore 
and  hailed  the  sentry,  who  ordered  me  to  come  on  shore,  and  who,  it 
seems,  had  not  hailed  me  before,  or  if  he  had  his  hail  had  been  drowned 
by  the  groans  of  the  men  drowning  in  the  water.  I  asked  the  sentry 
why  lie  had  fired  at  me,  and  he  said  that  he  had  obeyed  his  orders.  I 
told  the  sentry  what  had  happened,  and  that  I  was  picking  up  drown- 
ing men.  The  sentry  did  not  give  me  any  answer,  and  we  went  out 
again  to  the  middle  of  the  river,  where  we  fell  in  with  the  gig  laying 
near  a  lot  of  drift  which  was  covered  with  men  drowning,  who  were  so 
benumbed  that  my  boats'  crews  were  obliged  to  handle  them  as  if  they 
were  dead  men.  Before  we  had  taken  in  half  of  them  another  shot 
was  fired  from  the  fort,  and  came  whistling  over  our  heads,  and  I  saw 
that  they  were  determined  to  make  me  come  ashore.  It  was  not  day- 
light, and  though  our  two  boats  and  a  steam-boat's  yawl,  which  came 
out  to  lend  us  a  hand,  made  a  large  mark  to  shoot  at,  I  would  not  leave 
the  poor  fellows  in  the  water  to  attend  the  sentry  on  shore.  When 
the  day  began  to  dawn  the  cries  of  the  sufferers  ceased,  and  all  who 
had  not  been  rescued  had  gone  down,  and  I,  fearing  that  I  might  be 
fired  at  again,  went  to  the  shore,  and  when  I  saw  the  sentry  he  had 
again  raised  his  musket,  and  I  called  out  to  him  not  to  shoot,  and  at 
the  same  time  told  the  sentry,  who  was  a  negro,  that  if  there  was  an 
ofiBcer  there  I  wished  to  see  him.  A  man  came  down  and  told  me  that 
he  was  an  oflBcer.  I  asked  him  why  I  had  been  fired  at.  He  said  that 
his  orders  were  to  fire  on  all  skiffs.  I  told  him  that  these  boats  were 
not  skiffs;  that  they  were  a  man-of-war's  gig  and  cutter,  and  again 
reminded  him  of  what  had  happened,  and  of  the  drowning  men  whose 
cries  he  could  not  help  hearing,  and  for  the  sake  of  humanity  why 
could  he  not  execute  his  orders  with  some  discretion  in  a  time  like  this. 
He  said  that  he  had  as  much  humanity  as  any  one,  and  in  firing  at  me 
he  had  only  obeyed  orders.  I  saw  a  number  of  skiffs  and  other  boats 
laying  hauled  up  out  of  the  water,  and  from  appearances  no  one  had 
made  any  attempt  to  launch  them,  and  I  reminded  bim  that  that  did 
not  look  much  like  humanity.  No  one  at  the  fort  ottered  to  do  any- 
thing for  the  suffering  men  in  our  boats  except  the  watchman  of  the 
coal  barges,  who,  with  the  assistance  of  some  of  my  men,  built  a  fire 
on  the  shore,  and  I  left  a  few  of  the  rescued  men  by  it,  who  wished  to 
remain,  and  the  others  I  had  put  on  board  vessels  near  by,  where  they 
were  well  cared  for.  I  then  crossed  the  river,  and  after  looking  care- 
fully around  I  returned  on  board,  having  taken  out  of  the  water  sixty 
men  and  one  lady. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  H.  BEEKY, 
Acting  Ensign  and  Executive  Officer. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  John  C.  Pakker, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Iron-clad  Essex. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Washburn  for  his  consid- 

*'''^*'°°-  JOHN  C.  PARKER, 

Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding  Essex. 
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[Second  indorgement.] 

Kespectfully  forwarded  to  Colonel  Kappner  for  Lis  remarks. 
He  will  report  the  name  of  the  officer  who  is  represented  to  have 
acted  so  disgracefully. 

C.  C.  WASHBUEN, 

Major- General, 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Fort  Pickering, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  May  1, 1865. 

Respectfully  returned,  and  attention  invited  to  the  inclosed  state- 
ments of  Gapt.  L.  Methudy,  acting  assistant  adiutant-general;  Senior 
Surg.  H.  H.  Hood,  Capt.  D.  C.  Mooney,  Third  U.  S.  Colored  Artillery 
(Heavy),  field  officer  of  the  day,  Lieut.  D.  P.  Yates,  Third  TJ.  S. 
Colored  Artillery  (Heavy),  and  Capt.  George  H.  Stevens.  * 

Lieut.  D.  P.  Yates,  the  officer  who  conversed  with  Acting  Ensign 
Berry,  denies  the  correctness  of  the  ensign's  statement,  and  from  my 
personal  knowledge  I  can  say  that  the  rescued  were  as  well  cared  for  as 
possible,  the  injured  receiving  medical  attendance,  and  all  whisky, 
coffee,  meat,  and  bread,  and  that  the  ensign's  statement  to  the  contrary 
is  a  misrepresentation.  Nearly  100  men  were  landed  on  five  or  six 
different  places  along  the  shore  in  the  fort,  and  the  reason  why  not 
more  than  two  or  three  skiffs  from  the  fort  were  out  is  that  there  are 
no  more  here. 

I.  G.  KAPPNER, 

Col.  3d  U.  S.  Colored  Arty. (Heavy),  Comdg.  Fort  and  Troops  Attached. 

[Inclosnre  No.  1.] 

Headquarters  Fort  Pickering, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  April  29,  1865. 
Col.  I.  G.  Kappner, 

Commanding  Fort  PicTcering: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  statement: 
At  about  4  a.  m.  on  the  27th  instant  it  was  reported  to  me  by  one  of 
the  orderlies  that  a  number  of  boats  and  skiffs  were  going  down  the 
river  with  persons  in  them  who  had  lanterns.  Lieutenant  Copeland, 
aide-de-camp,  went  down  to  the  river  immediately.  I  was  stopped  on 
my  way  down  by  two  sailors,  who  made  me  acquainted  with  the 
unfortunate  event,  and  asked  me  to  send  whisky  to  the  landing  for 
those  of  the  people  who  had  been  or  were  being  rescued.  I  had  no 
whisky  to  distribute,  but  gave  orders  tliat  a  sufficient  amount  of  hot 
coffee  be  made  immediately,  which  order  was  cheerfully  executed  by  the 
orderlies  (who  are  negroes)  and  then  went  on  down  to  the  river.  I  met 
Lieutenant  Wilson,  of  Company  A,  Third  U.  S.  Colored  Artillery 
(Heavy),  who  informed  me  that  his  men,  who  are  quartered  on  the  levee 
were  out  and  were  attending  to  those  who  were  rescued  by  the  employes 
of  the  quartermaster's  department  under  Mr.  Hare.  Lieutenant  Wil- 
son asked  me  whether  I  could  get  any  whisky  for  the  men,  and  I 
advised  him  to  get  coffee  made  for  them,  as  I  did  not  think  it  could  be 
got  at  short  notice.  He  told  me  that  coffee  was  then  being  made  at  his 
barracks.  Upon  arriving  at  the  levee  (which  was  not  later  than  ten  to 
twelve  minutes  after  I  received  the  first  notice)  I  found  Lieutenant 

*  Captain  Stevens'  statement  not  found. 
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Yates  and  a  large  number  of  the  Company  A,  Third  U.  S.  Colored 
Artillery  (Heavy),  also  all  river  guards  stationed  in  the  neighborhood, 
rendering  all  the  assistance  they  possibly  could  in  providing  temporary 
shelter  for  those  who  were  suffering  from  being  scalded  and  bruised 
more  than  others,  building  fires,  giving  blankets,  &c.  The  field  officer 
of  the  day  (Cap t.  D.  C.  Mooney)  informed  me  that  he  or  somebody  else 
(I  cannot  distinctly  remember)  had  sent  for  whisky.  I  then  sent  for 
the  senior  surgeon  of  the  fort,  not  knowing  that  he  had  been  notified 
by  the  field  officer  of  the  day,  who  soon  made  his  appearance  and  per- 
formed the  duties  of  his  office.  He  sent  to  the  city  for  ambulances  to 
remove  the  rescued,  and  after  seeing  that  I  could  do  no  more  for  the 
suffering,  1  retired.  Lieutenant  Copeland,  your  aide-de-camp,  has 
worked  in  conjunction  with  others  to  the  best  of  his  abilities  in  admin- 
istering help  to  the  rescued ;  in  fact,  every  ofilcer  and  soldier  (the  latter 
were  negroes)  did  the  best  they  could  for  the  suffering  men  after  they 
were  saved,  as  there  are  but  a  few  small  boats  in  the  fort  which  were 
in  use.  To  the  above  I  certify  on  honor  as  being  true,  and  would  fur- 
ther state  that  besides  mine  abundant  testimony  can  be  easily  procured 
to  prove  that  at  least  that  part  of  the  letter  of  Actg.  Ensign  James  H. 
Berry  and  executive  officer  iron  clad  Essex  wherein  he  relates  that  "he 
saw  a  number  of  skiff's  and  other  boats  lying  hauled  up  out  of  the 
water,  &c.,  and  no  one  at  the  fort  off'ered  to  do  anything  for  the  suffer- 
ing men  in  our  boats  except  the  watchman  at  the  coal  barges,"  is  devoid 
of  truth. 

Very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  MBTHUDT, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosnre  No.  2.] 
HDQRS.  FOET   PiCKEKINft,  OFFICE    SENIOR   SURGEON, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  April  29,  1865. 
Capt.  L.  Methudt, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  27th 
instant  I  was  called  from  my  bed  at  about  5  o'clock  by  a  messenger 
informing  me  that  a  large  number  of  "half-drowned  men"  were  on  the 
river  bank  in  the  fort  requiring  medical  assistance.  This  was  the  first 
intimation  that  I  had  .of  the  result  of  the  blowing  up  of  the  steamer 
Sultana.  Kepairiug  as  quickly  as  possible  to  the  river  1  found  there 
many  of  the  victims  of  the  explosion.  Captain  Methudy,  acting  assist- 
ant adjutant  general,  on  the  staff'  of  Col.  I.  G.  Kappner,  was  there 
before  me,  and  was  giving  such  directions  to  the  men  of  the  garrison 
then  present  as  he  thought  might  conduce  to  the  comfort  of  the  rescued 
men.  Many  of  them  were  seriously  injured  by  scalding  and  contusions, 
and  all  were  shivering  with  cold,  being  still  in  their  wet  clothing;  but 
large  fires  were  blazing  and  stimulants  administered.  Having  no 
clothing  for  these  men  in  the  fort,  and  many  of  them  needing  treat- 
ment in  the  hospital,  I  immediately  returned  to  my  office  and  wrote  a 
note  to  Surgeon  Irwin,  TJ.  S.  Army,  and  superintendent  general  hos- 
pitals, stating  the  facts  and  requesting  him  to  send  ambulances  and 
blankets.  In  a  very  short  time  tbese  arrived.  In  the  meantime,  learn- 
ing that  a  large  number  of  the  unfortunate  men  were  in  the  hospital 
of  the  Third  U.  S.  Colored  Artillery  (Heavy),  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
fort,  I  went  there  and  found  tweuty-five  of  them,  many  occupying  the 
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beds  of  iiiy  patieuts,  who  willingly  gave  them  up  to  their  greater 
need.  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Tindall  and  the  hospital  steward, 
Mr.  Thomas  Whitten,  were  busy  dressing  wounds.  All  here  were  sup- 
plied with  coffee  and  other  stimulants.  A  message  from  Captain  Stev- 
ens, Third  U.  S.  Colored  Artillery  (Heavy),  informed  me  that  several 
men  were  in  his  battery  (M)  who  needed  help.  I  went  there,  but 
found  that  he  had  procured  an  ambulance  and  sent  them  to  the  Adams 
Hospital.  Eeturning  to  the  river  at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the 
ambulance  train  from  the  city,  I  found  there  Col.  I.  G.  Kap])ner,  Major 
Williams,  Lieutenants  Copeland,  Atlee,  Helm,  Newman,  Wyckoff,  Wil- 
son, and  Yates.  There  were  others,  but  these  I  remember  distinctly, 
being  brought  directly  in  contact  with  them.  The  teams  of  the  quarter- 
masters, Helm  and  Atlee,  were  on  the  ground,  but  were  not  needed, 
except  the  two  ambulance  teams.  Lieutenant  Wyckoff,  provost-mar- 
shal of  the  fort,  supplied  many  of  these  men  with  breakfast.  All 
officers  present  were  busy  in  rendering  such  assistance  as  was  in  their 
power.  Seven  men  remained  in  the  fort  at  9  a.  m.  These  I  sent  in 
ambulances  to  the  ofQceof  Superintendent  Irwin,  surgeon,  U.  S.  Army. 
In  conclusion  ijermit  me  to  say  that,  so  far  as  my  observation  went,  all 
persons  connected  with  this  garrison,  from  the  colonel  commanding 
down  to  the  rank  and  file,  were  deeply  interested  in  the  pitiable  con- 
dition of  these  unfortunate  men,  and  that  all,  to  the  best  of  their 
ability,  did  their  whole  duly  in  ministeruig  to  their  wants. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  HOOD, 
Surgeon,  Third  U.  IS.  Colored  Arty.  (Heavy),  and  Senior  Surgeon. 

[iDClosui-e  No.  3.] 

Fort  Pickering, 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  April  30,  1865. 
Capt.  L.  Methitdy, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  27th 
instant  I  was  officer  of  the  day  and  made  my  rounds  between  3  and  4 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  As  I  was  going  toward  Battery  A  I  met  a 
guard,  who  told  me  that  a  steam-boat  had  blown  up  and  some  of  the 
passengers  were  floating  down  and  were  being  picked  up.  I  immedi- 
ately went  to  Battery  A,  tbund  some  five  or  six  soldiers  from  the  wreck. 
These  men  had  dry  blankets  furnished  them  and  were  walking  around 
to  keep  warm  while  fire  was  being  built.  Lieutenants  Yates  and  Wilson 
had  coflee  made  and  given  them,  and  those  that  were  burned  taken 
into  quarters  and  their  parts  that  were  burned  dressed  and  flour  put 
on.  1  then  went  to  Quartermaster  Helm  and  had  him  send  some 
whisky  down  for  them.  The  quartermaster's  employes,  under  Mr.  H  are, 
did  good  service  in  rescuing  the  soldiers,  who  were  well  taken  care  of' 
and  everything  furnished  them  that  could  be  had  to  make  them  com- 
fortable. All  that  were  rescued  near  the  upper  part  of  tlxe  fort  were 
taken  to  the  hospital  immediately,  where  dry  clothes  and  beds  were 
given  them.  I  saw  all  that  were  rescued  in  the  fort,  and  I  must  say 
they  were  exceedingly  well  taken  care  of;  oflicers  and  men  were  mak- 
ing every  exertion  to  make  them  comfortable. 

1  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  C.  MOONEY, 
Captain,  Third  Zj.  S.  Colored  Artillery  (Heavy). 
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[Inclosure  No.  4.] 

Fort  Pickering, 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  April  29.  1865. 
Capt.  L.  Methudy, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fort  Pickering: 

Captain  :  lu  compliance  with  iustructions  received,  I  have  the  honor 
to  make  the  following  statement  legartliiig  a  meinorial  of  acting  ensign 
and  executive  officer  of  the  U.  S.  iron-clad  Essex,  who  makes  allega- 
tions in  his  document  which  are  in  violation  of  truth,  as  by  numerous 
officers  and  men  stationed  in  the  fort  can  easily  be  proved: 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  27th  instant  a  shot  was  fired  by  one  of 
the  sentries  on  shore.  1  immediately  went  out  to  ascertain  the  cause 
of  it,  which  was  apparent  in  a  moment.  All  the  men  (some  thirty  or 
forty),  Lieutenaiit  Wilson,  and  myself  rendered  instantly  such  assist- 
ance as  we  could  for  the  poor  sufferers.  After  two  or  three  small  boats 
had  delivered  rescued  men,  and  a  good  tire,  under  my  orders,  had  been 
built,  Captain  Methudy,  acting  assistant  adjutant- general,  suggested 
that  coffee  be  furnished  them,  saying  that  he  had  ordered  some  made 
at  the  headquarters.  I  immediately  ordered  coffee  made,  then  gave 
them  all  the  whisky  and  blankets  happening  to  be  on  hand,  and  three 
or  four  of  the  most  suffering  had  been  carried  into  the  barracks  and 
covered  warmly,  and  the  remainder  had  likewise  been  provided  with 
blankets  and  clothing  to  make  all  comfortable;  then  a  boat  neared  us 
and  one  of  the  persons  in  it  spoke  to  me  in  a  manner  which  approached 
more  to  ''slang"  than  to  the  remarks  set  forth  in  the  document  referred 
to  above.  Some  of  the  men  (negroes)  to  whom  he  also  addressed  him- 
self said  it  would  be  well  to  put  his  sufferers  (one  or  two,  I  believe) 
ashore  that  they  might  be  better  cared  for,  but  for  some  reason  or  other 
he  took  no  notice  of  the  suggestion.  Where  he  built  or  caused  to  be 
built  any  fires  is  not  known  to  me;  certainly  it  was  not  done  on  that 
part  of  the  levee,  where  a  large  number  of  the  rescued  were  landed. 
After  making  (under  instructions  from  Surgeon  Hood  and  the  officer 
of  the  day.  Captain  Mooney)  the  men  who  had  been  landed  quite  com- 
fortable, I  went  up  the  shore  a  short  distance,  where  I  met  Colonel 
Kappner,  Surgeon  Hood,  another  surgeon,  and  Lieutenant  Copeland, 
aide-de-camp,  who  informed  me  that  all  the  sufferers  were  doing  well. 
1  have  to  state  that  our  sentinels  are  instructed  to  bring  to  all  small 
boats  passing  up  or  down  the  river,  by  discharging  their  pieces,  and  on 
the  morning  in  question  not  a  cap  was  snapped  after  the  sad  accident 
was  known ;  also,  that  I  did  not  make  such  a  reply  as  stated  by  Acting 
Ensign  Berry.  The  discourteous  language  by  that  officer  in  regard  to 
an  officer  of  the  U.  S.  Army  and  to  U.  S.  soldiers,  if  even  colored,  in 
his  memorial,  also  the  fact  that  he  so  fully  explains  the  leading  part 
taken  by  him  in  rescuing  the  suffering,  are  not  for  me  to  pass  judg- 
ment upon ;  but  I  owe  it  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  garrison  of  Fort 
Pickering  who  were  present  and  used  their  honest  efforts  to  render  all 
assistance  in  their  power  to  stale  that  the  document  forwarded  by 
Acting  Ensign  Berry  is  in  no  way  in  accordance  with  facts.  I  beg 
respectfully  to  inclose  a  list  of  names  of  men  who  were  landed  In  front 
of  my  quarters,  many  of  whom  thanked  me  for  what  we  had  done  for 
them  when  they  were  being  taken  away  in  the  ambulances. 
I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
'      ^  DANIEL  P.  YATES, 

First  Lieut.,  Gomdg.  Company  A,  Third   U.  S.  Colored  Artillery. 
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Second  Lieut.  J.  N.  Shaffer,  Company  F,  One  hundred  and  fifteenth 
Ohio  Infantry;  First  Sergt.  C.  W.  Mills,  Company  K,  Tenth  Indiana 
Cavalry;  Sergt.  William  Duke,  Company  D,  Seventy- second  Ohio 
Infantry;  Sergt.  L.  B.  Brooks,  Company  C,  Second  Michigan  Cavalry; 
Corpl.  William  H.  Peacock,  Company  G,  Ninth  Indiana  Cavalry;  Pri- 
vate S.W.  Wescott,  Company  B,  McLaughlin's  Squadron  Ohio  Cav- 
alry; Private  James  Moore,  Company  A,  One  liundred  and  seventy- 
fifth  Ohio  Infantry;  Private  Joseph  iSTolen,  Company  H,  Fourth  Ohio 
Cavalry;  Private  James  E.  Wood, Company  C,  Third  Tennessee  Cav- 
alry; Private  E.  T.  Hall,  Company  C,  Second  Kentucky  Cavalry. 


APRIL  27,  1865. — Affair  near  James  Creek,  Mo. 

Report  of  Col.  John  D.  Allen,  Fifteenth  Missouri  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Regiment  Cavaley  Missouri  Vols., 

Mount  Vernon,  Mo.,  April  39,  1865. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  success  of  a  scout  made  by 
Lieut.  J.  P.  Boyd,  Company  C,  with  thirteen  men,  on  the  27th  instant. 
On  the  night  of  the  26th  two  bushwhackers  made  their  appearance 
on  Center  Creek  and  robbed  Parson  Oliver.  The  lieutenant  started  in 
pursuit  at  9  o'clock  next  morning  and  trailed  them  some  four  miles 
west  of  James  Creek.  In  the  thick  brush  he  found  them.  Killed  both 
of  them  and  recovered  all  the  stolen  property,  together  with  their  camp 
and  garrison  equipage. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  D.  ALLEN, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 
Capt.  William  T.  Kittredge, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Springfield,  Mo. 


APRIL  28-MAY  13,  1865.— Scout  from  Fort  Cummings,  N.  Mex. 

Report  of  Capt.  George  A .  Burkett,  First  California  Infantry. 

Headquarters, 
Fort  Cummings,  If.  Mex.,  May  20,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  rej)ort  that,  in  obedience  to  instructions 
received  from  you  in  a  letter  from  Aqua  Blanca,  dated  April  28,  1865, 
stating  that  the  Indians  at  Pinos  Altos  were  hostile  and  had  or  would 
attack  that  idace,  I  left  this  post  with  thirty  men  of  Company  G,  First 
Veteran  Infantry  California  Volunteers,  at  4  p.  m.,  and  arrived  at  your 
camp  at  the  Hot  Springat  11  p.  m.  same  day,  having  traveled  a  distance 
of  twenty-five  miles.  Left  camp  at  2  a.  m.  29tli,  and  arrived  at  Pinos 
Altos  at  3  a.  m.  on  the  30th.    I  had  seeii  no  Indians  up  to  that  time.     I 

learned  from  Mr.  Granjean,  who  resides  at  that  place,  that  no  Indians  had 
been  seen  since  the  afternoon  of  the  28th,  when  they  made  an  attack  on 
theherd  with  theloss  of  one  Indian  killed.  I  left  Pinos  Altos  on  thenight 
of  the  1st  of  May;  found  the  Indian  trail  six  miles  to  the  west  of  Pinos 
Altos;  followed  the  trail  to  the  San  Vincent  ranch;  camped  till  the  night 
of  the  2d;  left  at  7  p.  m.  The  trail  after  leaving  the  ranch  Avent  in  the 
direction  of  Mangus  Colorado's  Kanch,  toward  the  Gila  Eiver.  After 
following  it  about  four  miles  and  a  half  it  became  so  dim  that  I  had  to 
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camp  for  the  remainder  of  tlie  night,  I  found  water  in  a  ravine  near 
the  camp.  The  next  morning  at  daylight  the  guide  found  the  trail. 
It  turned  off  in  the  direction  of  the  Burro  Mountains.  I  went  across 
to  the  left  side  of  the  Burros  and  followed  an  old  Indian  trail;  camped 
in  a  canon.  Left  camp  on  the  4th  at  7  p,  m.  At  1  a.  m.  of  the  5th 
arrived  at  the  east  side  of  Whitlock's  Canon ;  here  I  camped  till  morn- 
ing, when  I  took  twenty  men  and  passed  through  the  canon.  I  found 
the  trail  going  straight  for  the  Sierra  Bonito.  I  followed  it  for  two 
hours  and  found  that  fifteen  Indians  (men)  had  left  the  main  trail  and 
gone  in  the  direction  of  Barney's  Station,  1  became  satisfied  that  the 
women  and  children  had  gone  to  Fort  Goodwin,  confirming  the  opinion 
I  had  expressed  to  you  at  the  Hot  Spring  in  relation  to  their  journey 
to  Fort  Goodwin.  Thinking  it  useless  to  go  farther,  I  turned  back  and 
arrived  at  Pinos  Altos  on  the  7th,  and  carried  out  your  instructions  in 
relation  to  the  arrest  of  Carlos  Moreno.  On  the  10th,  I  sent  out  Ser- 
geant Barton  with  fifteen  men  and  gave  him  instructions  to  proceed  to 
the  headwaters  of  the  Eio  Mlmbres  and  ascertain  if  there  were  any 
Indians  in  that  direction.  The  sergeant  made  the  trip,  but  saw  no 
sign  of  Indians.  He  arrived  at  this  post  on  the  14th.  I  left  Pinos 
Altos  on  the  10th,  and  arrived  at  this  post  on  the  13th,  having  been 
out  fifteen  days.  The  Indians  sent  their  women  and  children  away  the 
same  day  you  left  your  camjj  at  Pinos  Altos,  so  that  the  Indians  had 
four  days  the  start  of  me.  Had  they  not  gone  to  Fort  Goodwin  I 
think  I  could  have  caught  them. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  A.  BURKETT, 
Captain,  First  Veteran  Infty.  California  Vols.,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  N.  H.  Davis, 

Assistant  Inspector- Qeneral,  JJ.  S.  Army,  Santa  F6,  N.  Mex. 

May  22, 1865, 
Pursuant  to  instructions  received  firom  you  on  the  13th  instant,  I 
dispatched  a  sergeant  and  four  men  on  the  17th  to  Pinos  Altos  to 
arrest  the  men  mentioned.  The  sergeant  returned  on  the  21st,  bring- 
ing them  with  him.  Their  names  are  Panacho  Carlo  and  Ferinomo 
Coutreras, 

G.  A.  B, 


APRIL  29-JUNE  11,  1865. — Expedition  from  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  to  receive 
the  surrender  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  Jeff.  Thompson,  C.  S.  Army. 

KErORTS. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  Grenville  M.  Dodge,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  the 
Missouri. 

No.  2.— Lieut.  Col.  Charles  W.  Davis,  Fifty-first  Illinois  Infantry,  Assistant  Provost- 
Marshal-General. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.   Gen.   Grenville  M.  DocU/e,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding 
Department  of  the  Missouri. 

Headqitabters  Department  of  the  Missoxtri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  June  24, 1865. 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  accordance  with  tele- 
graphic instructions  received  from  Major-General  Pope,  of  date  April 
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29,  1865,  I  dispatched  Lieut  Col.  O.W.Davis,  Fifty-first  Illinois  Infan- 
try, assistant  provost-marshal-general  on  my  staft',  and  Capt.  J.  F. 
Bennett,  assistant  adjutant  general,  on  duty  at  these  headquarters,  to 
Chalk  Bluff,  on  the  Arkansas  border,  to  demand  the  surrender  of  Brig. 
Gen.  M.  Jeif.  Thompson  and  all  the  Confederate  forces  subject  to  his 
orders.  These  ofiScers  proceeded  under  letter  of  instruction,  marked  A, 
bearing  my  letter  to  General  Thompson,  marked  B,  herewith  inclosed. 
After  some  correspondence,  as  shown  in  the  report  of  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Davis  (herewith  inclosed,  marked  C),*  General  Thompson  surren- 
dered, and  in  accordance  with  agreement  thereto  made  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Davis,  Captain  Bennett,  and  Captain  Ford  proceeded  May  20, 
1865,  on  steam-boat  to  Wittsburg  and  Jacksonport,  where  the  command 
of  General  Thompson  was  paroled,  consisting  of  636  officers  and  6,818 
enlisted  men,  as  shown  in  the  report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Davis 
(herewith  inclosed,  marked  Dt).  General  Thompson's  command  being 
in  the  Department  of  Arkansas,  I  immediately,  upon  receipt  of  informa- 
tion of  its  surrender,  notified  General  Reynolds  of  the  fact  by  tele- 
graph, and  sent  the  following  dispatches  to  Major  Generals  Pope  and 
Eeynolds,  requesting  that  the  latter  (General  Eeynolds)  send  staff 
officers  to  accompany  mine  to  Wittsburg  and  Jacksonport,  viz : 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  May  15, 1865. 
Major-General  Reynolds, 

Little  Hock,  Ark. : 
The  arrangement  made  provides  that  the  command  shall  be  paroled  by  me.  My 
officers  will  leave  here  ou  the  20th  on  a  boat  and  go  to  Wittsburg,  on  Saint  Francis 
River.  I  should  like  to  have  yon  send  some  staft'  officers  to  accompany  them,  as  it 
is  in  your  department,  and  no  doubt  it  would  have  a  good  eft'ect  to  have  you  repre- 
sented there.  Please  answer  where  your  stafi'  officers  will  meet  mine,  so  I  can 
instruct  them, 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-General. 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  May  IS,  1865. 
Major-General  Pope, 

Headquarierti  Military  Dii^ision.  of  the  Mieeouri : 
I  hear  nothing  from  my  telegram  to  General  Reynolds.  I  requested  him  to  send 
one  or  two  statt'  ofiScers  to  meet  mine  at  some  point  to  go  with  them  to  parole 
General  Thompson's  troops.  I  think  he  should  have  some  staff  officers  there,  so  as 
to  have  a  full  understanding  of  the  matter.  Had  you  not  better  direct  him  to  send 
them?  He  may  think  that  I  am  going  outside  of  my  duties  in  going  into  his  depart- 
ment and  receiving  the  surrender  of  Thomjjson.  Our  arrangements  are  all  made 
here  on  the  20th.  If  his  staff  officers  will  report  at  Memphis  we  will  call  there  for 
them. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  General. 

General  Eeynolds  sent  two  staff  ofilcers,  who  joined  mine  at  Devall's 
Bluff  ou  their  way  to  Jacksonport  from  Wittsburg.  The  paroles,  rolls 
of  prisoners,  &c.,  were  boxed  up  and  forwarded  by  express  to  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  addressed  to  Brigadier-General  Towusend,  Assistant 
Adjutant-General,  TJ.  S.  Army.  I  inclose  herewith  paroles  of  a  portion 
of  General  Thompson's  command  taken  by  Colonel  Morrill's  direction 
in  Missouri,  marked  E.  |  In  addition  to  these,  large  numbers  of  Kirbv 
Smith's  men  scattered  through  this  State  have  been  paroled  at  differ- 
ent points,  and  have  universally  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance.  All  the 
bands  of  bushwhackers  in  the  State  have  surrendered  at  the  different 
posts  of  Lexington,  Cassville,  Fort  Scott,  Bloomfield,  &c.,  so  that  I  can 
now  report  that  peace  and  quiet  reigns  in  Missouri.    Lieutenant-Colonel 

'See  p.  230.  tSee  p.  237!  ,  Omitted. 
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Davis,  Captain  Bennett,  and  Captain  Ford  performed  the  aelicate  and 
responsible  duties  with  which  they  were  charged  to  my  entire  satisfac- 
tion and  with  credit  to  themselves. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  General. 
Capt.  Joseph  McC.  Bell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri. 

riBclosure  A.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  29,  1865. 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Davis, 

Assistant  Provost-Marshal-  General : 
Colonel  :  You  will  proceed  to  North  Arkansas,  via  Cape  Girardeau, 
and  deliver  the  accompanying  letter  to  Brig.  Gen.  M.  Jeff.  Thompson, 
and  await  his  answer.  Should  he  accept  the  terms  offered  you  will 
make  arrangements  for  carrying  them  out,  paroling  bis  command,  &c. 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  Beveridge  will  give  you  all  the  aid  you  may 
desire  and  respond  to  any  call  you  may  make  upon  him.  You  are  to 
understand  that  no  other  terms  can  be  granted  him,  and  refrain  from 
expressing  any  opinion  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  terms  designated. 
This  being  purely  a  military  matter,  civil  matters  will  not  be  treated  or 
talked  of,  we  having  no  authority  whatever  in  those  matters.  Should 
General  "Thompson  surrender  it  is  probable  you  may  need  transporta- 
tion for  any  war  material  he  may  have.  In  making  out  the  paroles 
make  them  the  same  as  made  by  General  Grant. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  M.  DODGE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

(Same  to  Capt.  J.  F.  Bennett,  assistant  adjutant-general.) 

[Inclosnre  B.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  29,  186'). 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  Jeff.  Thompson, 

Commanding  District  of  North  Arkansas : 
General:  1  inclose  herewith  official  copies  of  dispatches  received 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  announcing  the  surrender  of  all  the  armies 
of  the  Confederate  Government  east  of  the  Chattahoochee  Eiver ;  also 
the  official  report  of  the  surrender  of  Mobile.  The  U.  S.  forces  have 
also  captured  Selma,  Columbus,  Montgomery,  Macon,  &c.  The  terms 
granted  by  Lieuteuant-General  Grant  to  General  Lee  will  be  given  the 
forces  under  your  command.  By  accepting  these  terms  you  will  put  an 
end  to  the  further  destruction  of  life  and  property  in  North  Arkansas. 
To  continue  the  struggle  longer  must  be  evident  to  you  is  useless. 
Should  you  not  accept  tliese  terms,  being  inside  of  the  U.  S.  Army, 
and  the  authorities  whom  you  claim  to  be  serving  having  no  longer  an 
existence  dejure  or  de  facto,  they  will  immediately  be  declared  outlaws, 
and  no  terms  thereafter  granted  tliem.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Davis,  uiy 
staff  officer,  will  hand  you  this  and  await  your  answer.  Should  you 
accept,  the  arrangements  for  carrying  out  the  terms  designated  will  be 
immediately  made  by  him,  he  having  full  authority  to  carry  out  the 
arrangements  herein  specified. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Major-  General.  Commanding. 
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No.  2. 

Reports  of  lAeut.  Col.  Charles  W.  Davis,  Fifty-first  Illinois  Infantry, 
Assistant  Provost-Marshal-  General. 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  May  15,  1865. 
General:  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  you  of  the  29th 
ultimo,  I  left  Saint  Louis  in  company  with  Capt.  J.  F.  Bennett,  assist- 
ant adjutant-general,  on  the  30th  ultimo,  to  proceed  to  North  Arkansas 
to  endeavor  to  find  Brig.  Gen.  M.  Jeff.  Thompson  and  deliver  to  him 
your  letter.  We  reached  Cape  Girardeau  that  night,  and  the  next  day 
made  arrangements  with  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Beveridge  for  cross- 
ing the  country  into  Arkansas.  He  furnished  us  with  200  men  of  the 
Seventeenth  Illinois  Cavalry  as  an  escort,  under  command  of  Lieut. 
Col.  D.  J.  Hynes.  Leaving  Cape  Girardeau  on  the  morning  of  the  2d 
instant,  we  were  three  days  in  reaching  Chalk  Bluff,  on  the  Saint 
Francis  Eiver.  On  the  5th  instant  we  were  engaged  in  building  the 
raft  on  the  Saint  Francis  Eiver,  in  foraging  the  country,  and  in  trying 
to  get  some  definite  information  in  regard  to  the  whereabouts  of 
General  Thompson.  It  was  difficult  to  ascertain  anything  positive 
about  him,  all  of  our  informants  saying  that  he  had  not  been  in  that 
vicinity  for  a  long  time,  and  giving  us  as  rumors  thathe  had  gone  south 
to  meet  a  flag  of  truce.  We  learned  that  he  called  Harrisburg  his 
headquarters.  Learning  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  subsist  my  escort 
on  the  Arkansas  side  of  the  Saint  Francis  River,  I  thought  best  to 
remain  at  Chalk  Bluff  and  endeavor  to  get  General  Thompson,  if  he 
could  be  found,  to  come  to  me.  On  the  5tb  instant  I  wrote  a  letter 
(inclosed,  marked  A,  is  a  copy)  to  General  Thompson  By  a  citizen  of 
Arkansas.  Fearing  that  this  might  not  reach  him,  on  the  6th  instant 
I  wrote  another  (inclosed,  marked  B,  is  a  copy),  which  Captain  Bennett, 
accompanied  by  an  escort  of  sixty  men,  started  with.  General  Thomp- 
son received  my  first  letter  on  the  7th  instant,  to  which  he  replied  as 
per  inclosed,  C.  The  same  day  Captain  Bennett  met  with  General 
Thompson  and  made  arrangements  to  have  him  accompany  him  on  his 
return  to  Chalk  Bluff.  Captain  Bennett  will  give  you  a  report  of  his 
trip,  as  well  as  other  items  he  has  gained.  On  the  9th  instant  Captain 
Bennett  returned  to  Chalk  Bluff,  General  Thompson  and  four  of  his 
officers  coming  with  him.  I  delivered  your  letter  to  the  general,  and  we 
had  several  long  conversations  with  him,  the  result  of  which  was  the 
paper  from  him  marked  D,  and  my  reply,  of  which  inclosed,  marked  E, 
is  a  copy.  General  Thompson  seemed  to  have  great  doubts  about  his 
right  to  surrender  a  district  and  a  force  that  were  not  surrounded  or  in 
danger  of  immediate  capture,  and  before  doing  so  he  wished  to  consult 
with  his  two  brigade  commanders,  and  upon  his  agreeing  to  remain 
with  us  I  gave  him  forty-eight  hours  to  communicate  witli  them.  On 
the  10th  instant  I  received  from  General  Thompson  the  two  inclosed 
letters,  marked  F  and  G,  to  which  I  replied  as  per  inclosed  copies 
marked  H  and  I.  On  the  morning  of  the  11th  instant  I  received  the 
letter  marked  K,  to  which  I  replied  as  per  inclosed  copy,  marked  L. 
The  forty  eight  hours  given  General  Thompson  having  expired  at  5  p.  m. 
on  tlie  11th  instant,  he  announced  his  decision  to  surrender  all  his  forces 
in  the  communication  marked  M,  which  I  acknowledged  as  per  inclosed 
copy,  marked  N.  He  then  wrote  the  accompanying  letter  [marked  O] 
to  you  formally  surrendering  all  the  forces  under  his  command.  We 
selected  Wittsburg  and  Jacksonport  as  the  places  for  receiving  and 
paroling  his  officers  and  men,  because  we  believed  them  the  only  avail- 
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able  points  that  be  could  collect  his  command,  on  account  of  the  high 
stage  of  water  and  the  destitute  condition  of  the  country,  and  so  late  a 
date  as  the  5th  proximo  at  Jacksonport,  because  General  Thompson  satis- 
fied us  that  he  could  not  get  word  to  his  forces  west  of  the  White  Eiver 
and  assemble  them  before  that  time.  General  Thompson  said  that  he 
should  surrender  at  least  5,000  men.  It  may  be  more  or  less,  and  I  am 
unable  to  give  an  oirinion  which.  These  men  will  come  in  without  a 
morsel  to  eat,  and  I  would  therefore  recommend  that  50,000  rations  be 
sent  to  the  points  designated  to  feed  them  while  being  paroled  and 
while  they  are  returning  to  their  homes.  We  impressed  upon  General 
Thompson  as  well  as  we  could  the  importance  of  his  men  giving  up  all 
tlie  arms  and  property  taken  from  the  enemy  if  they  wished  not  to  be 
troubled  hereafter.  General  Thompson  assured  us  that  he  would  do 
all  he  could  in  the  matter,  and  as  an  earnest  of  his  good  intention  fur- 
nished us  with  a  copy  of  the  order  that  he  should  issue  to  his  command. 
Inclosed  please  find  a  copy,  marked  P.  In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  say 
that  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Beveridge  gave  us  all  the  assistance  we 
desired;  that  the  Seventeenth  Illinois  Cavalry  behaved  as  well  as  any 
troops  could  behave,  and  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tiedemaun  has  our 
thanks  for  constructing  the  raft  on  the  Saint  Francis  Eiver. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  DAVIS, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Provost- Marshal- General. 

Maj.  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri. 

[Tnclosure  A.] 

Chalk  IjLUFF,  Akk.,  May  5,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  Jeff.  Thompson, 

Commanding  District  of  Northeast  Arkansas  : 
General  :  I  am  here  as  a  staff  ofBcer  of  Major-General  Dodge,  com- 
manding Department  of  the  Missouri,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  as  the 
bearer  of  a  letter  from  Major-General  Dodge  to  yourself.  My  instruc- 
tions are  to  deliver  it  to  you  in  person,  and  as  quickly  as  possible.  I 
have  the  honor,  therefore,  to  request  that  you  will  meet  me  as  near  this 
point  as  you  can.  My  mission  is  purely  of  a  peaceful  nature. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  DAVIS, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel. 

The  original,  of  which  this  is  a  copy,  was  sent  to  Brig.  Gen.  M.  Jeff. 
Thompson  by  the  hand  of  Mr.  Little,  a  citizen  of  Arkansas. 

[Inclosure  li.] 

Chalk  Bluff,  Ark., 
Saint  Francis  Biver,  May  0,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  Jeff.  Thompson, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northeast  Arkansas : 
General  :  I  am  here  by  command  of  Major-General  Dodge,  com- 
manding Department  of  the  Missouri,  as  the  bearer  of  a  letter  from  him 
to  yourself.  This  letter  I  am  directed  to  deliver  to  you  personally.  I 
am  here  under  flag  of  truce,  and  wish  to  meet  you  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  soon  as  possible.  This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Capt.  J.  F. 
Bennett,  who  is  also  an  officer  on  the  staff  of  Major  General  Dodge. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'        "^  C.  W.  DAVIS, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel. 
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[Inclosure  C] 

Headquarters  North  Sub-District  of  Arkansas, 

Harrisburg,  Ark.,  May  7,  1865—2  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  W.  Davis,  F.  S.  Army, 

Bearer  of  Flag  of  Truce,  (Jhalk  Bluff,  Arlc.: 
Colonel:  Your  favor  dated  the  5th  instant,  informing  me  that  you 
are  the  bearer  of  dispatches  from  General  Dodge  to  me  under  flag  of 
truce,  is  this  moment  received.  I  will  proceed  up  the  ridge  to  m^et  you 
as  you  request,  and  will  be  at  Gainesville  by  Monday,  the  8th,  at  noon. 
Please  come  to  Gainesville  and  await  my  arrival  there;  but  should  1 
reach  that  point  before  you  I  will  proceed  up  the  ridge  until  1  meet  you 
on  the  route  between  Gainesville  and  Chalk  Blufi'. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  most  respectfully, 

M.  JEFF.  THOMPSON, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

[IncloBure  B.] 

Chalk  Bluff,  May  9,  1865 — i  p.  m. 

Lieut.  Col.  G.  W.  Davis,  U.  S.  Army, 

Present : 
Colonel  :  Having  read  the  communication  from  General  Dodge,  of 
which  you  have  been  the  bearer  under  flag  of  truce,  asking  a  surrender 
of  the  forces  under  my  command  upon  the  terms  granted  to  General 
Kobert  E.  Lee  by  General  Grant,  I  must  ask  a  few  questions  before  I 
can  give  a  definite  answer,  viz :  First.  Should  I  order  the  men  to  assem- 
ble to  surrender  at  specified  times  and  places,  will  your  army  then  have 
to  pass  over  our  country  or  simply  move  to  the  points  designated  to 
receive  and  parole  the  officers  and  men?  Second.  Will  the  families 
of  those  who  prefer  to  leave  after  being  paroled  be  banished  ?  Third. 
Do  you  understand  the  parole  given  to  General  Lee's  men  to  cover 
their  private  personal  property  at  home  or  Qot  ?  I  mean ,  may  the  private 
soldiers  retain  the  horses  that  belong  to  them  personally,  and  will  their 
private  personal  property  at  home  be  left  to  them?  Fourth.  After 
answering  these  questions,  how  long  a  time  will  you  give  me  for  a  defi- 
nite answer  to  General  Dodge's  proposition? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  respectfully, 

M.  JEFF.  THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  North  Sub-District  of  Arkansas. 

[Inclosure  E.] 

Chalk  Bluff,  Saint  Francis  Biver,  Mo., 

Tuesday,  May  9,  1865 — 5  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  Jeff.  Thompson,  C.  S.  Army : 

General  :  In  answer  to  yours  of  this  day  I  would  say :  First.  Our 
army  will  not  necessarily  move  over  the  country,  but  simply  to  the 
points  designated  to  receive  and  parole  the  offlcers  and  men.  Second. 
No  families  will  be  banished  so  long  as  they  conduct  themselves  prop- 
erly and  conform  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  Third.  I  believe 
General  Grant  permitted  General  Lee's  men  to  retain  all  private  per- 
sonal property  except  arms  and  ammunition.  Fourth.  I  will  allow  you 
forty-eight  hours  for  a  definite  answer  to  General  Dodge's  proposition. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  W.  DAVIS, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel. 
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[IncloBDTe  F.] 

LiDDLE'S,  NEAR  CHALK  BlUFF,  ArK., 

Wednesday,  May  10, 1865 — 6  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  0.  W.  Davis,  LT.  S.  Army, 

Commissioner  from  General  Dodge,  U.  8.  Army, 

Chalk  Bluff,  Mo. : 
Colonel  :  Please  send  me  a  draft  of  the  parole  that  you  propose  to 
give  the  officers  aud  men,  should  I  determine  to  accept  the  proposal 
of  General  Dodge  and  surrender  the  forces  under  my  command.    I 
have  never  seen  those  given  General  Lee  and  men. 
Yours,  most  respectfully, 

M.  JEFF.  THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  North  Sub-District  of  Arkansas. 

[Inclosure  G.] 

Liddle's,  near  Chalk  Bluff,  Ark., 

Wednesday,  May  10, 1865 — 7  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  W.  Davis,  LT.  S.  Army, 

Commissioner  from  Major-  General  Dodge, 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Chalk  Bluff,  Mo. : 
Colonel  :  I  desire  that  we  should  agree  upon  the  status  of  the  civil 
ofiQcers  of  the  counties  in  this  sub-district  before  I  give  my  answers  to 
the  summons  of  General  Dodge.  I  propose  that  all  civil  officers  of 
the  counties,  such  as  sheriffs,  magistrates,  clerks,  &c.,  shall  perform 
their  functions  to  repress  lawlessness,  punish  crimes,  &c.,  until  the 
civil  authorities  shall  settle  their  status. 
Yours,  most  respectfully, 

M.  JEFF.  THOMPSON, 
Brig.  Oen.,  G.  S,  Army,  Comdg.  North  Sub-District  of  Arkansas. 

[IncloBure   H.] 

Chalk  Bluff,  Mo.,  May  10,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  Jeff.  Thompson, 

Commanding  North  Sub-District  of  Arkansas: 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  copies  of  parole 
given  by  officers  and  men  of  General  Lee's  army.    Each  man  receives 
a  certificate  showing  that  he  has  been  properly  surrendered  for  his 
own  safety. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  DAVIS, 


Lieutenant-  Colonel. 


[Sub-incloaare  No.  1.] 


Appomattox  Court-House,  Va.,  April  9, 1865. 
We,  the  undersigned,  prisoners  of  war,  belonging  to  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia,  having  been  this  day  surrendered  by  General 
Eobert  B.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  said  army,  to  Lieut.  Gen. 
U.  S.  Grant,  commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States,  do  hereby  give 
our  solemn  parole  of  honor  that  we  will  not  hereafter  serve  in  the 
Armies  of  the  Confederate  States,  or  in  any  military  capacity  whatever 
against  the  United  States  of  America,  or  render  aid  to  the  enemies  of 
the  latter,  until  properly  exchanged  in  such  a  manner  as  shall  be 
mutually  approved  by  the  respective  authorities. 
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[Sub-inclosure  No.  2.] 

Appomattox  Court-House,  Va.,  April  9, 1865. 

General  E.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding  G.  S.  Army: 
General  :  In  accordance  with  the  substance  of  my  letter  to  you  of 
the  8th  instant,  I  propose  to  receive  the  surrender  of  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia  on  the  following  terms,  to  wit:  Rolls  of  all  the 
officers  and  n.en  to  be  made  in  duplicate,  one  copy  to  be  given  to  an 
officer  designated  by  me,  the  other  to  be  retained  by  such  officer  or 
ofiflcers  as  you  may  designate.  The  officers  to  give  their  individual 
paroles  not  to  take  up  arms  against  the  Goverumeut  of  the  United 
States  until  properly  exchanged,  and  each  company  or  regimental  com- 
mander to  sign  a  like  parole  for  the  men  of  their  comraaiids.  The 
arms,  artillery,  and  public  property  to  be  parked  and  stacked  and 
turned  over  to  the  ofQcers  appointed  by  rae  to  receive  them.  This  will 
not  embrace  the  side  arms  of  the  officers,  nor  their  private  horses  or 
baggage.  This  done,  each  officer  and  man  will  be  allowed  to  return  to 
his  home  and  not  to  be  disturbed  by  the  U.  S.  authorities  so  long  as 
they  observe  their  paroles  and  the  laws  in  force  where  they  may  reside. 

Very  respectfully, 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

[IncloBurel.] 

Chalk  Bluff,  Mo.,  May  10, 1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  Jeff.  Thompson, 

Commanding  North  Sub-District  of  Arkansas : 
General  :  In  reply  to  yours  of  this  date,  just  received,  I  have  the 
honor  to  state  that  I  have  not  come  here  to  treat  with  or  about  civil 
officers.  My  mission  here  is  purely  of  a  military  nature,  and  I  shall 
confine  myself  strictly  to  it.  I  presume  you  are  familiar  with  the  con- 
ditions of  the  surrender  of  General  Lee's  army.  Such  terms,  and  none 
others,  are  now  offered  to  yourself  and  the  forces  under  your  command. 
Major-General  Reynolds,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  Department  of 
Arkansas,  will  doubtless  conduct  the  affairs  of  his  department  with  a 
view  to  the  greatest  good  of  the  people  therein. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  DAVIS, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel. 

[InclosuTe  K-l 

Liddle's,  near  Chalk  Bluff,  Ark., 

Thursday,  May  11,  1865 — 8  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  W.  Davis,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commissioner  from  General  Bodge,  Chalk  Bluff: 
Colonel:  Can  you  inform  me  wliether  the  officers  and  men  who 
were  surrendered  by  General  Robert  E.  Lee  were  permitted  to  pass  to 
within  the  Confederate  lines  or  not '?  My  reason  for  making  this 
inquiry  is  that  many  of  those  that  I  am  called  upon  to  surrender  will 
prefer  to  go  to  Texas  or  Louisiana  to  remaining  in  neighborhoods 
where  private  animosities  will  keep  the  community  in  a  tumult  after 
the  military  authorities  are  withdrawn.  Some  will  desire  to  take  their 
families.    Others  think  that  their  families  will  be  safe  if  they  abiseiit 
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themselves  after  being  paroled.  This  is  a  very  important  matter  to 
many  on  the  border  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  and^?u  dU  therefore 
please  let  me  knowyour  understanding  of  the  case  I'liereiore, 

Yours,  most  respectfully, 

Ti  •     ..     r,  ,    ^  M.  JEFF.  THOMPSON, 

Brigadier-General,  Oommanding  North  Sub-District  of  Arkansas. 

[InclosureL.] 

T>       r^      nr   -r         „,  Chalk  Bluff,  Mo.,  May  ii,  i865. 

Brig.  Gen,  M.  Jeff.  Thompson,  '        >       y      ,  ^°o3. 

Oommanding  North  Sub-District  of  Arkansas: 
General  :  In  answer  to  yours  of  this  date,  just  received,  I  have  the 
honor  to  give  you  below  such  a  part  of  the  conditions  given  General 
Liee  by  General  Grant  as  your  letter  refers  to: 

KJJ'il^/T*^?*''^*^^.''"'^  .™*"  "^'^  ^^  allowed  to  return  to  their  homes,  not  to 
De  disturbed  by  the  U.  S.  authorities  so  long  ae  they  observe  their  paroles  and  the 
Jaws  in  lorce  where  they  may  reside. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  DAVIS, 

Lieutenant'  Colonel. 

[luciosure  M.] 

Headquarters  North  Sub-District  of  Arkansas, 

Chalk  Bluff,  Ark.,  Thursday,  May  11, 1865—5  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  W.  Davis,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commissioner  from  General  Dodge,  &c.,  Chalk  Bluff,  Mo. : 
Colonel  :  The  time  given  me  by  yourself  to  decide  upon  an  answer 
to  the  summons  to  surrender  the  C.  S.  troops  under  my  command  in 
this  sub-district,  which  you  as  commissioner  from  General  G.  M.  Dodge, 
U.  S.  Army,  have  brought  to  me,  having  expired  this  moment,  I  must 
answer  that  upon  the  promise  you  have  made  me  that  the  U.  S.  forces 
"will  not  necessarily  move  over  the  country,"  &c.,  I  have  determined 
to  accept  the  terms  offered,  and  will  and  hereby  do  surrender  the  forces 
under  my  command  upon  the  terms  granted  to  General  Robert  E.  Lee 
and  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia.  I  request  that  you  will  meet  me 
at  Wittsburg  on  the  25th  instant  and  at  Jacksonport  on  the  5th  day 
of  June  to  receive  and  parole  the  ofiScers  and  men  of  the  0.  S.  Army 
now  serving  or  being  in  the  Northern  Sub-District  of  Arkansas. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  most  respectfully, 

M.  JEFF.  THOMPSON, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure  N.j 

Chalk  Bluff,  Mo.,  May  10  [11],  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  Jeff.  Thompson, 

Commanding  North  Sub-District  of  Arkansas  : 
General:  I  have  received  yours  of  this  date  announcing  the  sur- 
lender  of  the  forces  under  your  command  to  Major-Geueral  Dodge, 
commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri,  upon  the  terms  granted  by 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant  to  General  Robert  E.  Lee.  I  agree  with  you 
in  selecting  Wittsburg,  on  the  Saint  Francis  Eiver,  May  25,  and  Jack- 
sonport, on  the  White  Eiver,  June  5,  as  the  times  and  places  to  meet 
the  officer  selected  by  Major-General  Dodge  to  receive  and  parole  the 
officers  and  men  of  your  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  DAVIS, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel. 
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(Inclosure  ().] 

Headquarters  North  Sub-District  of  Arkansas, 

Chalk  Bluff,  Ark.,  Thursday,  May  11,  1865—5.30  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge,  U.  S.  Army,  . 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.  : 
General:  Your  communication  of  the  29tli  ultimo  by  Lieut.  Col. 
C.  W.  Davis,  U.  S.  Army,  under  flag  of  truce,  reached  me  on  the  9tli 
instant.  Upon  the  promise  of  Colonel  Davis  that  the  U .  b.  armie.s 
will  not  necessarily  move  over  the  country,  &c.,  and  subsist  upon  it 
unless  compelled  thereto  by  the  movements  of  the  Confederate  troops, 
I  have  concluded  to  accept  the  terms  you  offer  and  surrender  the  C.  b. 
troops  in  this  sub  district,  and  have  agreed  with  Colonel  Davis  upon 
Wittsburg  and  Jacksonport  as  rendezvous  at  which  the  men  are  to  be 
assembled  on  the  25th  instant  and  5th  proximo  to  be  paroled.  Pardon 
me,  general,  for  differing  with  you  in  regard  to  the  Government  of  the 
Confederate  States.  I  think  it  still  exists  de  jure  and  de  facto,  and 
though  dark  clouds  now  obscure  our  prospects,  yet  I  have  every  faith 
in  our  ultimate  success,  and  am  only  induced  to  surrender  now  to  spare 
the  people  of  this  already  desolated  country  the  horrors  of  an  invasion 
in  their  present  condition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  most  respectfully, 

M.  JEFF.  THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

[iBcloaure  P.] 

Copy  of  an  order  which  Brig.  Gen.  M.  Jeff.  Thompson  proposes  to 
issue  to  his  command : 

General  Orders,  ) 
No.  — .  ] 

Having  been  summoned  to  surrender  by  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  U.  S.  troops  in  this  district,  and  threatened  with  an  overwhelming 
force  that  would  necessarily  destroy  this  already  impoverished  portion 
of  the  country  if  they  should  move  through  it,  I  have  taken  into  consid- 
eration the  utter  destitution  of  our  people  north  of  the  Arkansas,  and 
upon  the  express  condition  that  armies  of  the  United  States  will  not 
necessarily  march  over  the  land  unless  compelled  thereto  by  the  move- 
ments of  the  Confederate  forces,  I  have  agreed  to  accept  the  terms 
granted  to  General  Robert  E.  Lee  for  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 
and  to  surrender  the  Confederate  forces  now  in  the  Northern  Sub- 
District  of  Arkansas.  Therefore,  C.  S.  troops  east  of  Cache  Eiver  and 
of  White  Eiver,  south  of  the  mouth  of  Cache,  are  ordered  to  assemble 
at  Wittsburg  on  the  25th  day  of  May  that  they  may  be  paroled,  and  the 
troops  west  of  Cache  Eiver  and  White  Eiver,  below  the  mouth  of 
Cache,  will  assemble  at  Jacksonport  on  the  5th  day  of  June  that  they 
may  be  paroled.  Where  it  is  practicable  the  commanding  officers  will 
march  their  men  to  these  rendezvous.  Where  it  is  not  practicable  they 
will  come  in  such  squads,  or  individually,  as  the  subsistence  on  their 
route  will  justify.  All  public  property,  such  as  arms  and  accouter- 
nients,  ammunition,  transportation,  horses,  &c.,  in  possession  of  the 
officers  or  troops  must  be  brought  to  these  rendezvous  to  be  turned 
over  to  the  U.  S.  authorities.  But  the  private  property  of  all,  not 
captured  from  the  enemy,  and  the  side  arms  of  the  officers  will  be 
retained  by  the  owners.  A  strict  compliance  with  this  requirement  will 
be  expected,  as  we  must  act  in  good  faith  if  we  expect  good  faith.  It 
is  expected  that  those  who  desire  to  accept  these  terms  will  be  prompt 
in  their  attendance  at  the  appointed  rendezvous,  and  those  who  do  not 
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SO  desire  will  be  gone  out  of  the  sub-district  before  these  times,  as  the 
alleviation  of  the  suifering  of  the  women  and  children  will  be  frus- 
trated by  those  remaining  who  are  not  paroled.* 

Headqtjaeters  Bepaetment  op  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  June  20,  1865. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  expedition  which  left 
here  on  the  20th  of  May  for  North  Arkansas  to  parole  the  command  of 
Brig.  Tju.  M.  Jeff.  Thompson  returned  this  day.  At  Wittsburg  the 
number  or  persons  paroled  were  officers,  193;  enlisted  men,  1,964.  At 
Jacksonport  we  paroled  of  officers,  443;  enlisted  men,  4,854.  In  all,  of 
officers,  636;  enlisted  men,  6,818;  making  an  aggregate  of  7,454.  The 
total  number  of  organizations  was  157,  as  per  inclosed  list.t  We 
received  but  very  few  arms — a  little  less  than  500  in  all.  The  officers, 
without  excejition,  declared  that  their  men  returned  from  the  Price 
raid  through  Missouri  with  but  few  arms.  This  may  be  true  to  a  great 
extent,  but  I  am  satisfied  that  many  left  at  home  whatever  guns  or 
pistols  they  had  been  able  to  keep.  There  is  no  doubt  that  many  others 
destroyed  their  guns  rather  than  bring  them  in.  There  are  a  few  more 
guns  (some  213)  in  the  possession  of  Col.  O.  P.  Lyles,  Twenty-third 
Arkansas  Infantry,  about  thirty  miles  from  Memphis,  that  could  not  be 
brought  in  on  account  of  high  water.  They  are  new  guns,  have  never 
been  issued  to  troops,  but  have  been  stored  in  an  arsenal  in  the  center 
of  a  swamp.  Brevet  Major-General  Smith,  at  Memphis,  will  send  for 
them  as  soon  as  the  ground  is  dry  enough  for  transportation,  and  then 
ship  them  to  you.  General  Thompson  had  no  transportation,  except 
300  or  400  dugout  canoes,  and  no  public  animals  or  property  of  any 
other  description,  except  $4,821  0.  S.  money,  which  I  received  and 
gave  receipts  for.  Most  of  the  men  that  we  paroled  were  without 
food,  and  I  issued  to  them  about  28,000  rations.  They  seemed  highly 
pleased  at  the  surrender,  and  said  that  all  they  wanted  now  was  to  be 
allowed  to  live  at  home.  At  Devall's  Bluff,  Major  Bainbridge  and 
Captain  Nields,  staff  officers  of  Major-General  Eeynolds,  joined  us  and 
proceeded  with  us  to  Jacksonport,  and  rendered  very  nnich  assistance. 
These  gentlemen  endeavored  to  meet  our  party  at  Memphis  and  accom- 
pany us  to  Wittsburg,  but  having  had  some  wrong  information  about 
the  time  we  should  be  there  failed.  Major-General  Washburn,  at 
Memphis,  Brigadier-General  Thayer,  at  Helena,  and  Brigadier-General 
Shaler,  at  Devall's  Bluff,  offered  us  all  the  assistance  they  could  give. 
At  Memphis  we  met  a  staff  officer  and  a  Saint  Francis  River  pilot,  who 
had  been  sent  by  General  Thompson  to  show  us  the  way  up  the  Saint 
Francis  Eiver.  General  Thompson  met  us  in  the  most  friendly  man- 
ner, and  acted  very  honorably.  The  only  person  that  presented  him- 
self that  we  declined  to  parole  was  Col.  Tim.  Reves,  Fifteenth  Missouri 
Cavalry.  He  is  the  officer  that  ordered  the  shooting  of  Major  Wilson 
and  six  of  his  men  in  the  fall  of  1864,  after  they  had  surrendered.  I 
desire  to  add  that  every  one  connected  with  the  expedition  took  pride  in 
doing  the  best  they  could. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

■^        ^  '  C.  W,  DAVIS, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Provost-Marshal-General. 

Maj.  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri.  


*  For  full  text  of  this  order,  see  Geueral  Orders,  No.  8,  May  1],  Part  II. 
i  Omitted. 
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ADDENDA. 

Parole  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  Jeff.  Thompson,  G.  S.  Army. 

I,  the  undersigned,  prisoner  of  war,  belonging  to  the  army  of  the 
Northern  Sub-District  of  Arkansas,  having  been,  on  the  11th  day  ot 
May,  1865,  surrendered  by  Brig.  Gen.  M.  Jeff.  Thompson,  commanding 
said  army,  to  Maj.  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge,  commanding  the  Department  of 
the  Missouri,  do  hereby  give  my  solemn  parole  of  honor  that  I  will  not 
hereafter  serve  in  the  armies  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  or  in 
any  capacity  whatever  against  the  United  States  of  America,  or  render 
aid  to  the  enemies  of  the  latter  until  properly  exchanged  in  c,Uoh  man- 
ner as  shall  be  mutually  approved  by  the  respective  authorities. 

M.  JEFF.  THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General,  Missoitri  iState  Guard, 
Commanding  C.  8.  Troops,  Northern  Sub-District  of  Arkansas. 

Done  at  Jacksonport,  Ark.,  this  5th  day  of  June,  1865. 

[Indorsement.] 

The  within-named  officer  will  not  be  disturbed  by  U.  S.  authorities 
as  long  as  he  observes  his  parole  and  the  laws  in  force  where  he  may 
reside. 

0.  W.  DAVIS, 
Lieiit.  Col.,  Asst.  Prov.  Mar.  Gen.,  Dept.  of  the  Missouri. 


APRIL  30-MAY  12,  1865.— Operations  in  the  vicinity  of  Brashear  City, 
La.,  with  skirmishes  (3d)  at  Chacahoula,  La.,  (4th)  at  Bayou  Black,  (9th) 
at  Bayou  Goula,  and  (11th)  at  Brown's  Plantation,  La. 

REPORTS. 
No.   1. — Brig.   Gen.  Robert  A.  Cameron,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  District  of  La 

Fourche. 
No.   2.— Col.  Willard  Saylee,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 
No.  3. — Maj.  Edmund  C.  Burt,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 
No.   4. — Lieut.  Elisha  W.  Cross,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 
No.  5. — Lieut.  William  Wilson,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 
No.   6. — Capt.  Thomas  W.  Sayles,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 
No.   7. — Lieut.  Charles  W.  Turner,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 
No.   8. — Maj.  James  M.  Hildreth,  Sixteenth  Indiana  Mounted  Infantry. 
No.   9. — Lieut.  Cyrus  Crawford,  Sixteenth  Indiana  Mounted  Infantry. 
No.  10. — Lieut.  William  A.  Ingold,  Sixteenth  Indiana  Mounted  Infantry. 
No.  11. — Lieut.  James  Steel,  Sixteenth  Indiana  Mounted  Infantry. 
No.  12. — Capt.  James  E.  Macklin,  Sixteenth  Indiana  Mounted  Infantry. 
No.  13. — Lieut.  Col.  John  L.  Rice,  Seventy-fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops. 
No.  14. — Lieut.  Lewis  R.  Titus,  Seventy-fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops. 
No.  1.5.— Capt.  Ehen  F.  Barker,  Seventy-fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops. 
No.  16. — Capt.  John  R.  Wallace,  Ninety-third  U.  S.  Colored  Troops. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Robert  A.  Cameron,    U.   S.  Army,   commanding 
Bistrici  of  La  Fourche. 

Hkadquartees  La  Fourche  District, 

Brashear,  May  6,  1865. 
I  have  the  honor  to  hand  you  this  Saturday  the  weekly  reports  of 
expeditions  from  the  posts  of  this  command  except  from  Terre  Bonne, 
or  Bayou  Boeuf  Station,  which  left  in  small  boats  and  has  not  yet 
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returned  up  to  4  p.  m.  One  of  the  expeditions  from  Donaldsonville 
resulted  in  the  capture  of  three  of  Brown's  men.  Two  of  these  guer- 
rillas were  recent  deserters  from  the  Navy.  I  have  asked  Colonel 
Fiske  to  have  the  Navy  take  them  and  try  them  for  desertion  to  the 
enemy.  The  water  has  so  overflowed  the  country  and  Grand  Bayou 
and  Bayou  Corn  as  to  make  it  impossible  for  us  to  reach  Grand  Eiver 
from  the  La  Fourche.  (See  Major  Hildreth's  report.*)  The  citizen, 
Guedry,  captured  on  the  gun-boat  expedition  from  this  place,  was 
brought  in  on  account  of  his  being  accused  of  being  the  means  of  hav- 
ing Lieutenant  Masicot,  formerly  provost-marshal  of  Plaquemine,  cap- 
tured by  the  rebels.  I  think  Lieutenant  Masicot  is  in  New  Orleans, 
and  would  be  glad  to  learn  as  soon  as  possible  if  he  wishes  to  prefer 
charges  against  Guedry.  The  other  three  are  Confederate  soldiers, 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

E.  A.  CAMERON, 
Brigadier- Oeneral  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  District. 

Maj.  WicKHAM  Hoffman, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Southern  Division  of  Louisiana. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Col.  Willard  Sayles,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 

Headqtjaktees  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry, 

Post  Mapoleonville,  La.,  May  8, 1865. 
Captain  :  In  pursuance  of  orders  received  from  your  headquarters, 
I  sent  out  yesterday,  the  7th  instant,  a  scout  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Sayles  and  Lieutenant  Wilson,  who  proceeded  to  the  vicinity 
of  Lake  Verret  and  Bayou  Saint  Vincent  in  search  of  guerrillas  and 
iayhawkers.  They  report  that  the  country  in  that  vicinity  is  com- 
pletely overflowed— so  much  so  that  all  of  the  families  living  in  the 
vicinity  of  Lake  Verret  and  Bayou  Saint  Vincent  have  moved  toward 
the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  and  that  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  for  any 
of  the  enemy  to  get  to  this  neighborhood  without  being  captured. 
Inclosed  please  find  the  reports  of  Captain  Sayles'  and  Lieutenant 
Wilson's  reconnaissance.t 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully, 

^  WILLARD  SAYLES, 

Col.  Third  Rhode  Island  Cav.,  Comdg.  Regiment  and  Post. 

Capt.  B.  B.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral,  La  Fourche  District. 


No.  3. 

BepoHs  of  Maj.  Edmund  C.  Burt,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 

Hdqes   Detachment  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry, 

Plaquemine,  La.,  May  1, 1865. 

Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  pursuant  to  orders 
from  post  headquarters,  I  started  at  3.30  this  p.  m.  with  twenty-five 

•  See  p.  244.  t  See  pp.  244,  243,  respectively. 
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men  and  one  officer  on  a  scout  to  The  Park  and  vicinity.  I  reached 
Indian  Village  about  5.30,  but  did  not  take  my  command  quite  into  the 
village,  owing  to  the  road  being  overflowed  and  the  bridge  afloat.  I 
succeeded  in  getting  through  myself,  and  went  a  short  distance  below 
the  village  toward  The  Park,  but  found  the  road,  as  I  expected,  over- 
flowed and  nearly  impassable,  and  I  did  not  think  the  object  of  the 
scontimportant  enough  to  pay  for  the  danger  and  fatigue  of  pressing  my 
command  through  to  The  Park.  About  1,000  yards  below  the  turn  at 
Indian  Village  the  water  has  overflowed  the  levee,  causing  a  break 
through  which  the  water  rushes  with  great  force,  and  I  learned  that  there 
are  several  other  breaks  in  the  levee  between  that  point  and  The  Park. 
The  whole  country  below  Indian  Village  is  submerged,  and  for  half 
the  distance  between  that  point  and  Plaquemino  I  noticed  that  the 
back  part  of  all  the  fields  were  covered  with  water,  in  some  places  com- 
ing nearly  up  to  the  road.  I  could  neither  see  nor  hear  of  any  guer- 
rillas, and  while  the  present  high  stage  of  the  water  lasts  thereisbutlittle 
probability  of  their  venturing  into  that  vicinity  at  all.  Tiie  only  pos- 
sible way  for  them  to  travel  would  be  by  water,  and  the  inducements 
for  them  to  laud  are  truly  very  small.  I  have  nothing  whatever  to 
report  in  the  way  of  casualties  or  captured  property.  I  reached  this 
post  on  my  return  about  7  this  p.  in. 

Very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  BURT, 
Major,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry,  Commanding. 
First  Lieut.  J.  0.  Whitino,  Jr., 

Adjutant,  Post  of  Plaquemine. 


Hdqes.  Detachmi  NT  Third  Rhobe  Island  Cavalky, 

Plaquemine,  May  8,  1865. 
Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  pursuant  to  instruc- 
tions from  post  headquarters,  I  left  the  post  with  one  ofi&cer  and  twenty- 
four  men  about  2.30  this  p.  m.  on  a  scout  to  Bayou  Goula,  which  point 
I  reached  about  C.30  p.  m.  Pursuant  to  instructions  I  watched  the 
coast  closely  for  boats,  and  the  following  is  a  correct  statement  of  the 
number  found,  with  names  of  owners,  localities,  &c. :  One  S)nall  flat- 
bottom  boat,  capable  of  carrying  three  or  four  men,  owned  by  colored 
man,  David,  on  Madam  Lawes'  plantation.  Mr.  John  Itoney,  living  next 
above  Mr.  V.  Roth's  plantation,  owns  an  old  leaky  skiff',  which,  if  in 
good  repair,  would  carry  ten  men.  At  Mr.  V,  Roth's  place  there  is  a 
strong,  neatly  constructed  raft  rigged  for  four  oars  and  capable  of 
transporting  six  or  eight  men  across  the  river  at  one  load.  Colored 
man,  Francis,  living  on  Mr.  L.  Bush's  plantation,  keeps  a  small  skiff  in 
good  repair,  which  will  hold  about  four  or  five  men.  Benjamin  Hall, 
living  second  house  above  Mr.  Whaley's  ])lace,  keeps  a  skiff  capable  of 
carrying  two  or  three  persons.  Mr.  A.  Getto,  first  house  below  Mr. 
Hall's,  keeps  a  skiff  which  can  carry  five  or  six  persons.  Both  skiffs 
are  tied  to  the  same  stake.  Colonel  Butler,  near  Bayou  Goula,  lias  two 
skiffs  owned  by  his  colortid  hands,  the  largest  of  which  will  carry  eight 
persons  with  ease.  Colonel  Butler  informed  me  that  he  had  a  permit 
from  Captain  Wells,  of  the  Navy,  to  keep  this  boat.  The  other  boat 
is  some  smaller,  and  for  it  he  has  no  permit.  The  first-named  boat  is 
claimed  by  a  colored  boy,  Manuel,  and  the  second  by  Carter  Miles  (col- 
ored). I  went  so  far  into  the  village  of  Bayou  Goula  that  I  could  see 
the  coast  to  a  point  below  the  village,  but  saw  no  more  boats,  nor  could 
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bear  of  auy  others  being  kept.  But  there  are  parties  living  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river  from  Bayou  Goula  and  Colonel  Butler's  place 
who  are  in  the  habit  of  crossing  to  this  side  and  back  with  passen- 
gers, and  stealing  everything  that  comes  in  their  May,  particularly 
horses,  which  they  made  swim  the  river,  leading  tliem  from  a  skiff. 
Colonel  Butler  informed  me  that  these  parties  had  stolen  the  last 
horses  he  had  to  ride.  What  I  learned  today  of  these  pluuderings  only 
confirms  numerous  reports  which  I  have  heard  many  times  before  from 
that  locality.  Having  carried  out  my  instructions,  I  returned,  passing 
through  Butler's  cut-off,  and  reaching  this  post  about  8.30  this  p.  m. 
While  in  Bayou  Goula  I  learned  that  bix  of  Brown's  party  were  iu  the 
village  about  noon,  remaining  but  a  few  moments.  This  Captain 
Brown  is  the  only  known  guerrilla  chief  that  has  infested  the  vicinity 
of  Bayou  Goula  for  a  long  time,  and  his  force  varied  from  five  to  ten 
men,  the  last  being  the  largest  immber  T  have  heard  of  his  having  for 
a  long  time. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  BUET, 
Major,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry,  Commanding. 
Lieut.  J.  C.  Whiting,  Jr., 

Adjutant,  Post  of  Plaquemine. 


Hdqks.  Detachment  Third  IIhode  Island  Cavalry, 

Plaquemine,  May  10,  1865. 
Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  'Jth  instant  at 
1  ]).  m.  I  left  Plaquemine  with  seventeen  men  on  a  scout  through  Bayou 
Goula  to  Donaldson ville.  Beached  Bayou  Goula  about  3  p.  m.,  and 
hearing  that  some  of  Brown's  men  were  on  the  road  below,  I  proceeded 
more  leisurely,  partly  to  rest  my  horses  for  a  dash  and  ])artly  through 
fear  that  the  party,  if  small,  might  be  passed  without  being  seen,  as 
small  parties  will  sometimes  keep  out  of  sight  unless  looked  after  very 
sharply.  About  half  a  mile  or  more  above  the  house  of  Ur.  J.  P.  K. 
Stone  two  or  three  of  Brown's  men  were  seen  in  the  road  and  my 
advance  dashed  after  them,  and  iu  a  few  seconds  I  heard  rapid  firing. 
Dashing  round  a  sharp  bend  in  the  levee,  I  came  in  full  view  of  the 
action  and  foundsometen  or  a  dozen  of  the  guerrillasintheyardof  Mr. 
W.  H.  Gilbert,  some  of  whom  were  iiring  at  my  advance,  two  or  three 
of  whom  were  halted  and  fighting  at  the  gateway, Mhile  two  of  them 
were  dashing  down  the  road  in  pursuit  of  one  of  the  rebels,  who  had 
been  unable  to  join  his  party  in  the  yard.  As  I  stated  before,  when  I 
came  iu  sight  a  few  of  Brown's  men  were  making  a  sharp,  almost  hand- 
to-hand  fight  with  my  advance,  while  tlie  rest  of  them  were  making  good 
time  toward  a  gate  at  the  back  of  the  yard  (which,  by  the  way,  is  a 
pretty  good-sized  field,  the  house  setting  back  some  distance  from  the 
road).  I  was  seen  about  as  soon  as  I  saw  them,  and  instantly  the  whole 
party  made  themselves  scarce,  closely  followed  by  my  advance,  but  as 
they  passed  out  of  the  yard  into  a  lane  the  rear  guard  turned  and 
checked  my  men,  the  advance  momentarily  giving  the  rest  of  their 
party  some  little  start;  then  taking  to  their  heels  they  succeeded  iu 
getting  through  a  gate  about  100  yards  down  tlie  lane,  which  swung  to 
and  fastened,  and  as  the  time  required  to  open  this  gate  had  given  them 
quite  a  start,  I  did  not  allow  my  men  to  follow  them  (simply  tiring  aftei 
them),  as  all  previous  experience  has  taught  me  the  folly  of  attempting 
to  run  tliem  down  when  they  have  100  or  200  yards  the  start  on  a  straight 
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road  for  tLe  swamps,  for  they  liave  but  a  short  distance  to  go  before 
they  can  gain  the  cover  of  the  swamp,  and  when  that  is  done  the  game 
is  up,  for  a  small  party  can  scatter,  and  the  longer  we  hnnted  for  them 
the  less  would  be  our  chances  of  getting  them.  When  1  came  in  sight 
of  the  fight  I  had  about  300  or  400  yards  to  go  before  I  could  get  into 
the  yard,  where  the  fight  first  commenced,  and  I  reached  the  advance 
just  as  they  reached  the  last-mentioned  gate,  where  I  stopped  my  men. 
The  man  before  spoken  of  as  being  chased  down  the  road  by  two  of  my 
men  was  captured,  with  his  horse  and  carbine.  I  took  him  through  to 
Donaldsonville  and  delivered  him  to  Colonel  Fiske.  He  gave  his  name 
as  C.  B.  Calander,  of  Comjjany  B,  llatlitt's  battalion.  (This  company 
is  commanded  by  the  famous  Captain  Williams.)  Saidthathe,  withfive 
or  six  others,  joined  Brown's  command  about  one  week  since.  He  called 
himself  a  private,  but  the  negroes  who  know  him  say  he  was  an  officer. 
He  certainly  was  a  very  intelligent  man.  And  here  I  will  state  that 
Captain  Brown  has  been  re-enforced  lately,  and  his  party  probably 
numbers  about  twenty  men.  I  have  this  from  other  parties  besides  the 
prisoner.  I  reached  Donaldsonville  about  7  p.  m.,  and  started  on  my 
return  about  6  o'clock  this  morning.  On  my  Avay  back  I  had  two  little 
races  after  small  squads  of  Brown's  men,  and  the  second  time  my 
advance  guard  (six  men),  maddened  by  their  former  ill  luck,  foolishly 
dashed  after  them  till  they  gained  the  swamp.  They  had  in  this  case 
about  700  or  800  yards  the  start,  and  my  horses  were  much  jaded  with 
the  long  march.  Still,  toward  the  last  of  the  race  they  gained  fast  on  the 
rascals,  and  could  they  have  had  another  half  mile  of  open  country  they 
would  have  caught  them.  Being  in  haste  to  reach  this  post  myself,  I  left 
my  party  in  charge  of  a  sergeant  after  I  had  brought  them  through  the 
village  of  Bayou  Goula,  and  rode  on  alone,  reaching  here  at  1  p.  m.  My 
men  came  in  about  one  hour  after.  lu  the  first  day's  fight  I  had  one 
horse  shot,  and  the  second  day's  racing  exhausted  two  more  so  that  I  was 
obliged  to  leave  them  behind,  but  shall  probably  recover  them.  On  my 
return  a  negro  told  me  that  Brown  was  badly  wounded  in  the  shoulder, 
but  I  place  but  little  reliance  in  the  story. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  BURT, 
Major,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry,  Commanding. 
Lieut.  J.  (3.  Whiting,  Jr., 

Adjutant,  Post  of  Plaque^nine. 


No.  4. 


Report  of  Lieut.  EUsha   W.  Cross,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 

Hdqes.  Company  C,  Thied  Khode  Island  Cavalry, 

Terre  Bonne,  La.,  ]\Imj  C,  1865. 

Lieutenant  :  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
scout  from  this  station  to  Chacahoula  Station: 

I  started  with  a  detail  of  twelve  men  and  proceeded  down  the  road 
leading  to  Chacahoula  Station.  When  I  arrived  at  Mr.  Shatter's  plan- 
tation I  learned  that  six  Confederates,  dressed  in  citizen's  clothes,  and 
having  with  them  two  colored  soldiers,  prisoners,  had  taken  a  cross- 
road through  the  woods  which  leads  to  Bayou  Black.  I  immediately 
started  with  intentions  of  following  them  through  these  woods  to  Bayou 
Black,  but  when  I  arrived  at  that  place  where  the  road  strikes  off  to 
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Bayou  Black  I  learned  that  a  lieutenant  with  a  squad  of  colored  sol- 
diers from  Ohacahoula  Station  had  been  there  before  me  and  followed 
Them  down  this  road,  and  had  just  returned  a  few  minutes  before  I 
arrived  there,  on  his  way  to  Ohacahoula  Station.  Therefore  I  did  not 
think  it  advisable  for  me  to  scout  any  farther  on  that  road.  I  was 
informed  by  the  citizens  near  by  that  one  of  the  prisoners  had  escaped, 
and  thought  it  the  best  to  return  to  camp,  where  I  arrived  at  about 
7.30  p.  m. 

I  am,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  W.  CROSS, 
First  Lieutenant  Company  C,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 

First  Lieut.  Charles  S.  Cooper, 

Post  Adjutant,  Terre  Bonne,  La. 


No.  5. 

Reports  of  Lieut.  William  Wilson,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Company  E,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry, 

Post  Napoleonville,  La.,  May  1,  1865. 
Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  a 
scout  that  left  here  under  my  command  May  1,  1865: 

I  marched  on  both  sides  of  Bayou  Saint  Vincent  about  eight  miles 
toward  the  lake,  which  was  as  far  as  I  could  go,  as  the  country  is 
entirely  overflowed,  and  I  do  not  think  that  there  are  any  rebels  this 
side  of  the  lake.  There  is  no  place  for  them  to  secrete  themselves,  and 
if  they  did  do  so  it  is  almost  certain  they  would  be  captured,  for  the 
citizens  have  to  leave  their  homes  in  small  boats  and  come  up  to  Mr. 
McCarty's  plantation  for  safety. 
Yours,  most  respectfully, 

WILLIAM  WILSON, 
Second  Lieutenant  Company  E,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  E.  K.  Thompson, 

Post  Adjutant. 


Headquarters  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry, 

Post  Napoleonville,  La.,  May  7,  1865. 
Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  a 
scout  that  left  here  under  my  command  May  7, 18G5: 

I  marched  down  both  sides  of  the  Bayou  Saint  Vincent  as  far  as  I 
could  go  toward  the  lake.  The  citizens  have  to  leave  their  homes  in 
small  boats  and  come  to  Mr.  Jones'  plantation  for  safety.  The  country 
is  entirely  overflowed  with  water,  and  it  is  rising  every  day.  I  do  not 
think  that  there  are  any  rebels  this  side  of  the  lake.  If  they  should 
come  over  to  this  side  it  is  almost  certain  they  would  be  captured. 
Citizens  would  give  information  immediately. 
Yours,  most  respectfully, 

'  WILLIAM  WILSON, 

Second  Lieut.,  Comdg.  Company  E,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 

First  Lieut.  E.  K.  Thompson, 

Post  Adjutant. 
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No.  6. 

Report  of  Capt.  Thomas  W.  Sayles,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 

Hdqbs.  Company  H,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry, 

Napoleonville,  La.,  May  7, 1865. 

Lieutenant:  In  pursuance  of  writteu  instructions  this  day  received 
from  headquarters  post  Napoleonville,  I  have  the  honor  to  respectfully 
submit  the  following  report: 

At  1  p.  m.  I  took  twenty-five  men  and  proceeded  down  the  Canal 
road  to  Lake  Verret,  making  a  careful  examination  on  both  sides  of 
the  canal,  and  also  inquiries,  but  learned  of  no  Confederates  being  or 
having  been  in  the  vicinity  for  some  time.  Having  carried  out  my 
instructions,  I  returned  to  Napoleonville. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yours,  respectfully, 

THOMAS  W.  SAYLES, 
Captain  Company  H,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  E.  K.  Thompson, 

Adjutant  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 


No.  7. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Charles  W.  Turner,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Company  L,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry, 

Napoleonville,  La.,  May  1,  1865. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  instructions 
from  post  headquarters,  1  have  to  day  with  twenty-five  men  scouted  the 
Canal  road  to  Lake  Verret,  and  can  learn  (from  examination  and 
inquiry)  of  no  jayhawkers  or  guerrillas  being  in  that  neighborhood. 
For  two  miles  this  side  of  thelake  the  country  is  flooded.  Numbers  of  the 
inhabitants  have  been  obliged  to  vacate  their  houses  in  consequence. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  W.  TURNER, 
First  Lieutenant,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 
Lieut.  E.  K.  Thompson, 

Post  Adjutant. 


No.  8. 

Reports  of  Maj.  James  M.Hildreth,  Sixteenth  Indiana  Mounted  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Sixteenth  Indiana  Mounted  Infanthy, 

Donaldsonville,  La.,  May  4,  1865. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  headquarters  U.  S.  Forces,  dated 
Donaldsonville,  La.,  May  2, 1865, 1  proceeded  on  the  morning  of  the  3d 
instant  with  100  men  of  my  command  for  the  purpose  of  scouring  the 
country  between  Grand  Bayou  and  Bay  Natchez,  going  by  the  way  of 
Doctor  Martin's  lane  to  the  crossing  of  Grand  Bayou  at  Madam  La- 
barre's  plantation.  Had  considerable  difficulty  in  reaching  the  bayou 
on  account  of  high  water  and  the  bridges  across  nearly  all  the  coulees 
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and  ditches  being  afloat.  On  reacliing  Madam  Labarre's  plantation, 
was  informed  by  citizens  living  in  the  vicinity  that  it  was  impossible 
to  proceed  to  Bayou  Corn  by  that  route  except  by  boats.  I  then  came 
back  about  three  miles  and  took  a  road  running  across  the  country  to 
Doctor  Ford's  lane, but  found  the  road  covered  with  water  a  distance  of 
two  miles  from  the  bayou.  On  riding  in  with  the  advance  guard  about 
half  a  mile  I  found  the  wa!  er  to  be  from  two  to  four  feet  deep,  and  that 
the  citizens  had  moved  out,  and  judging,  from  what  I  know  of  the  road, 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  reach  Grand  Bayou  without  swimming 
at  least  half  a  mile.  Not  being  entirely  satisfied  in  regard  to  the  route 
from  Madam  Labarre's  to  Bayou  Corn,  I  returned  to  that  place,  leav- 
ing the  command  about  half  a  mile  from  the  bayou  to  avoid  crossing 
floating  bridges.  I  proceeded  with  a  squad  of  men  to  the  bayou, 
crossed  over,  and  found  it  impracticable  to  go  to  Bayou  Corn  except 
by  boats,  as  all  the  bridges  on  the  road  have  floated  ofi',  and  those  on 
the  plantation  roads  are  floating.  I  here  saw  a  man  moving  his  hogs 
from  the  vicinity  of  Bayou  Corn.  He  came  through  the  field  in  a  boat. 
I  was  told  by  him  that  Bayou  Corn  was  much  higher  than  Grand 
Bayou.  Being  convinced  of  the  impracticability  of  proceeding  beyond 
Grand  Bayou,  either  mounted  or  on  foot,  during  the  present  stage  o*' 
high  water,  I  returned  to  camp,  arriving  at)0ut  9  o'clock  last  night. 
Saw  no  enemy  during  the  day,  nor  could  hear  of  any  being  in  that 
country  since  Whitaker's  raid  on  McCall's  plantation. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  HILUEETH, 
Major  Sixteenth  Indiana  Motmted  Infantry. 
Lieut.  L.  R.  Hall, 

Post  Adjutant. 


Hdqrs.  Detach.  Sixteenth  Indiana  Mounted  Infty., 

Donaldsonville,  Jja.,  May  12,  1865, 
Sir  :  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  the  colonel  commanding,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  instant  at 
sunrise  I  i>roceeded  with  forty  men  of  my  command  on  a  scout  toward 
Bayou  Goula.  On  arriving  at  the  Andrews  plantation,  now  occupied 
by  Madam  Shief,  T  found  a  horse  tied  in  tlie  dooryard  which  evidently 
belonged  to  one  of  Brown's  party,  I  searched  the  house,  but  did  not 
find  the  men.  I  then  started  up  the  river  road  and  met  a  party  of  six 
men  of  Brown's  command  and  charged  them.  After  firing  one  round 
they  turned  and  fled  by  way  of  Eeed's  lane.  I  chased  them  some  three 
miles,  when  they  left  the  road  and  took  to  the  woods.  After  following 
their  trail  about  half  a  mile  I  found  their  horses  tied  in  a  dense  cane- 
brake.  Brought  the  horses  away,  having  captured  one  of  the  party  on 
the  road ;  the  balance  escaped  by  hiding  in  the  woods.  I  then  returned 
to  the  river  road  and  met  more  of  Brown's  jtarty,  who  turned  and  ran 
by  the  way  of  the  Richland  road.  After  pursuing  them  rapidly  to 
Como's  plantation  captured  one  of  them;  the  other  two  took  to  the 
woods  after  leaving  their  horses,  which  fell  into  our  hands.  After 
returning  again,  to  the  river  road  I  sent  Lieutenant  Slade  with  fifteen 
men  through  the  plantation  roads  to  the  rear  of  Bayou  Goula,  while 
Lieutenant  Hawkins  with  ten  men  made  a  dash  into  the  town,  but 
found  no  enemy  in  the  place.  I  then  went  as  far  as  Ventress',  and 
could  not  hear  of  any  of  Brown's  party  being  in  that  vicinity  during 
the  day.    The  country  beyond  Ventress'  is  almost  entirely  overflowed 
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with  water.  Being  satisfied  that  I  could  do  nothing  more  on  the  trip, 
I  returned  to  camp  with  2  prisoners  and  10  horses  captured  during  the 
day,  arriving  at  camp  about  midnight. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  HILDEETH, 
Major  Sixteenth  Indiana  Mounted  Infantry. 
Lieut.  L.  R.  Hall, 

Fost  Adjutant. 


2^0.  'J. 
Report  of  Lieut.  Gyrus  Crawford,  Sixteenth  Indiana  Mounted  Infantry. 

Hdqks.  Company  A,  16th  Indiana  Mounted  Infantry, 

ThibodeauXj  La.,  May  4,  186S. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  orders  dated  U.  S.  Forces,  Thibodeaux,  La., 
May  1,  1865,  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the  following  report: 

I  took  an  escort  of  fifty  men  of  this  command,  and  on  the  2d  instant 
made  a  reconnaissance  through  Labadieville  in  the  direction  of  BruMs 
Texas  [and]  Landry  and  Lake  Yerret.  I  advanced  on  the  road  leading 
directly  from  Labadieville  to  the  lake  a  distance  of  ten  miles,  when  I 
found  it  utterly  impossible  to  go  farther,  the  entire  country  been  sub- 
merged in  water.  I  then  retraced  my  steps  to  Labadieville;  theuce  up 
the  Bayou  La  Fourche  to  the  Brul6  Texas  road,  which  road  I  took  and 
advanced  to  BruM  Texas,  a  distance  of  eight  miles  from  the  bayou, 
where  I  was  again  compelled  to  stop  on  account  of  water,  having 
traveled  two  miles  through  water,  which  in  many  places  was  barely 
fordable.  After  resting  a  short  time  I  returned  to  within  one  mile  of 
Bayou  La  Fourche  and  went  into  camp,  where  I  remained  until  2  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  the  3d  instant,  when  I  broke  camp  and  started  for 
the  residence  of  Lieutenant  Boudreaux,  C.  S.  Army,  who  I  understood 
was  prowling  through  the  neighborhood  seven  miles  south  of  Labadie- 
ville. 1  surrounded  the  premises  of  his  mother  and  searched  them 
without  finding  him.  I  was  informed  by  the  colored  i)eople  of  that 
vicinity  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  home  of  his  mother 
almost  every  week  for  the  purpose  (they  said)  of  conscripting  and  seiz- 
ing prisoners.  Having  satisfied  myself  that  he  was  not  about,  I 
returned  to  camp. 

Verj'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CYRUS  CRAWFORD, 
First  Lieut.  Co.  I),  Comdg.  Co.  A,  lUth  Indiana  Mounted  Infty. 

Lieut.  Fred.  H.  Cutler, 

Post  Adjutant. 


No.  10. 


Report    of   Lieut.     William    A.    Ingold,    Sixteenth    Indiana    Mounted 

Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Company  C,  16th  Indiana  Mounted  Infantry, 

Thibodeaux,  La.,  May  10, 1865. 
Lieutenant  :  In  compliance  to  orders  from  post  headquarters,  I  was 
detailed  to  take  charge  of  a  detachment  of  men  from  the  Sixteenth 
Indiana  Mounted  Infantry  Regiment,  the  9th  instant,  to  make  a  recon- 
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naissance  thorough  and  beyond  Labadieville,  via  Bruits  Texas  and 
Landry  to  the  Shell  Bank  on  Lake  Verret,  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
make  the  following  report: 

I  arrived  at  Labadieville  about  dark  the  9th  instant,  and  found  it  was 
useless  to  undertake  to  go  to  Lake  Verret  that  night,  from  what  I  could 
learn  of  high  water;  and  then,  to  pass  the  evening  as  lively  as  practi- 
cable under  the  circumstances,  I  concluded  to  take  the  command  and 
go  back  of  Labadieville  some  two  or  three  miles  to  an  old  sugar  mill 
toward  Mrs.  Boudreaux's  to  see  if  Lieutenant  Boudreaux  or  any  other 
of  the  Confederate  army  could  be  found.  After  arriving  at  the  sugar 
mill  I  sent  two  detachments  in  search,  one  to  Lieutenant  Boudreaux's 
sister's  and  one  to  his  mother's.  The  one  started  to  his  mother's  had 
to  return  without  reaching  the  desired  place  on  account  of  high  water; 
the  one  to  the  sister's  could  find  no  trace  of  any  Confederates  and 
returned.  I  then  went  into  camp  for  the  night.  Next  morning  after 
feeding  we  took  up  the  line  of  march  to  Lake  Verret,  but  on  our  arrival 
at  Pugh's  Texanna  plantation,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  acres,  I  found 
it  inundated  with  water,  the  bridges  floating,  which  made  them  impass- 
able with  horses,  and  not  hearing  of  any  Confederates  that  I  could  get 
at  mounted,  and  having  no  yawls  by  which  to  convey  troops  through 
that  section  of  the  country,  I  abandoned  the  expedition  and  returned 
to  camp  this  p.  in.  at  3  o'clock. 

Respectfully  submitted. 
Your  oijedient  servant, 

W.  A.  INGOLD, 
First  Lieut.,  Sixteenth  Indiana  Mounted  Infty.,  Comdg.  Go.  G. 

Lieut.  Fred.  H.  Cutler, 

Post  Adjutant, 


No.  11. 

Report  of  Lieut.  James  Steel,  Sixteenth  Indiana  Mounted  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Company  G,  16th  Indiana  Mounted  Infantry, 

Thibodeaux,  La.,  May  9, 1865. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  orders  from  post  headquarters,  dated  Thibo- 
deaux, La.,  May  5,  1865,  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the  following 
report : 

I  took  an  escort  of  forty  men  and  continued  the  pursuit  of  Lieuten- 
ant Boudreanx  in  the  vicinity  of  Chacahoula  Station,  Houma,  and 
Bayou  De  Large.  Leaving  this  place  on  the  evening  of  the  5th  instant, 
I  proceeded  to  Chacahoula  by  way  of  Terre  Bonne,  arriving  there  at  3 
ii.  m.  the  6th  instant,  where  I  went  into  camp,  after  having  learned  that 
Lieutenant  Boudreaux  had  not  been  seen  in  that  neighborhood  for  twelve 
hours  pi-evious  to  my  arrival.  I  learned  here  that  lie  went  in  tlie 
direction  of  Bayou  De  Large,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  instant 
moved  by  way  of  Houma,  in  the  direction  of  Bayou  De  Large,  where  I 
understood  from  what  I  considered  good  authority  tbat  tliere  wasto  be 
a  wedding  and  ball  that  evening,  at  which  place  Lieutenant  Boudreaux, 
if  in  the  neighborhood,  would  most  likely  be  found.  While  ou  the 
way,  however,  I  learned  of  the  whereabouts  of  a  social  gathering  on 
Bayou  Black,  seven  miles  above  Houma,  at  the  residence  of  one  Bodin. 
To  this  place  I  sent  a  sergeant  and  ten  men,  with  instructions  to  allow 
no  one  to  leave  until  I  returned  from  Bayou  De  Large,  where  I  had 
first  been  informed  that  Lieutenant  Boudreaux  and  liis  gang  of  thieves 
would  be  most  likely  to  rendezvous.     After  having  made  the  proper 
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disposal  of  the  men  in  my  command  I  proceeded  at  once  to  the  resi- 
dence of  Madam  Boudreaux,  on  Bayou  De  Large,  where  I  found  the 
dancing  party.  J  quietly  surrounded  the  house  and  proceeded  to 
examine  the  papers  of  those  present,  to  see  who  and  by  what  authority 
they  were  there.  To  all  interrogatories  concerning  Lieutenant  Bou- 
dreaux I  could  get  no  information,  every  one  present  denying  any  knowl- 
edge of  his  whereabouts,  protesting  that  he  had  not  been  there  or  iu 
the  neighborhood  for  months.  After  having  satisfied  myself  that 
neither  he  nor  his  party  were  there,  at  least  while  I  was  there,  I  could 
not  do  otherwise  than  return,  which  1  did  without  unnecessary  delay. 
Having  returned  to  Bayou  Black,  I  proceeded  with  the  entire  command 
to  the  residence  of  Bodin,  where  1  had  stationed  a  sergeant  and  ten 
men  the  night  previous  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  the  premises,  and 
awaiting  my  return  from  Bayou  De  Large.  Immediately  upon  my 
arrival  1  proceeded  to  carefully  examine  the  papers  of  all  present. 
Finding  no  one  there  without  proper  authority  or  in  any  way  suiting 
the  description  of  the  man  I  was  in  quest  of,  I  allowed  them  to  dis- 
perse and  go  to  their  respective  homes.  Not  being  able  to  attain  the 
object  in  view,  having  failed  to  elicit  any  information  of  his  where- 
abouts, I  returned  to  camp  by  way  of  Houma,  arriving  here  on  the  7th 
instant.  During  the  expedition  I  was  assisted  by  Lieut.  Cyrus  Craw- 
ford, who  proved  an  efficient  officer;  who,. having  been  engaged  on  a 
previous  expedition  against  Lieutenant  Boudreaux,  possessed  much 
invaluable  information  concerning  Lieutenam  Boudreaux  and  his  gang. 
It  is  with  pride  that  I  state  that  the  men  in  my  command  in  every 
particular  proved  subordinate  and  performed  well  their  part. 

Trusting  this  report,  although  somewhat  meager,  may  prove  satis- 
factory, I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JAMES  STEEL, 
First  Lieut.  Company  G,  Sixteenth  Indiana  Mounted  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Fred.  H.  Cutler, 

Post  Adjutant. 


No.  12. 

Eeport  of  Capt.  James  E.  Macldin,  Sixteenth  Indiana  Mounted  Infantry. 

Camp  Sixteenth  Indiana  Mounted  Infantry, 

Donaldsonville,  La.,  May  1, 1865. 
In  obedience  to  verbal  orders  received  from  Colonel  Fiske,  I  proceeded 
with  Companies  K  and  H,  Sixteenth  Indiana  Mounted  Infantry,  on  the 
30th  day  of  April  on  a  scout  to  Bayou  Goula,  for  the  purpose  of  destroy- 
ing the  band  of  guerrillas  commanded  by  Captain  Brown.    I  met  a  por- 
tion of  this  band  on  Reed's  plantation,  about  fifteen  miles  from  this 
point,  and  pursued  them  eight  miles,  capturing  3  men,  3  horses,  1  shot- 
gun, and  2  carbines.    After  scouring  the  country  completely  and  learn- 
ing nothing  of  the  whereabouts  of  Captain  Brown  and  the  remainder 
of  his  band,  I  returned  to  camp,  arriving  here  about  4  o'clock  this 
morning. 
Very  respectfully  submitted. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  E.  MACKLIN, 
Captain  Company  K,  Sixteenth  Indiana  Mounted  Infantry. 
Lieut.  L.  R.  Hall, 

Post  Adjutant. 
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No.  13. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  L.  Rice,  Seventy -fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops. 

Bayou  Bckuf  Station,  May  13, 1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  left  this  station  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  10th  instant  with  fifty  men  and  one  oflicer  of  the  Seventy-fifth 
U.  S.  Colored  Infantry  in  small  boats,  for  the  purpose  of  scouting  the 
lakes  and  bayous  north  of  Lake  Palourde.  1  went  out  of  Lake  Palourde 
via  La  Foarche  Pass ;  thence  through  Grass  Lake  and  Four-Mile  Bayou 
to  the  foot  of  Lake  Verret;  thence  up  Bayou  Maxile  to  Bell  Eiver; 
thence  down  Bayou  Long  to  Bayou  Sorrel,  and  up  the  latter  into  Duck 
Lake;  thence  via  Little  Bayou  Long  to  Old  Eiver,  and  up  the  latter  to 
Muggah's  Mill,  and  returned  via  Old  River,  Bell  River,  Bayou  Long, 
Bayou  Milhomme,  and  Lake  Palourde.  I  arrived  back  here  this  p.  m., 
having  traveled  not  less  than  125  miles.  I  saw  none  of  the  enemy  and 
heard  of  none,  except  the  scout  Fed  Smith.  I  saw  no  land  from  the 
time  of  leaving  Lake  Palourde  until  I  returned.  The  people,  without 
exception,  have  moved  away  or  are  preparing  to  move. 
Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  L.  RICE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Seventy-fifth   U.  S.  Colored  Infantry. 
Capt.  B.  B.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  14. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Lewis  R.  Titus,  Seventy-fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops. 

Chacahoula  Station,  U.  S.  Military  Railroad, 

May  7, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  left  Tigerville,  La.,  on  Thurs- 
day evening,  the  4th  instant,  at  5  p.  m.,  with  twenty-two  men.  I 
marched  rapidly  until  3  a.  m.,  and  rested  two  hours.  Started  again, 
and  after  an  hour's  marching  I  heard  that  Boudreaux  and  party  were  iu 
the  swamps,  and  that  they  were  going  thirty  miles  below  Houina  to  a 
Mrs.  Buford's  house,  on  Little  Kio.  I  marched  until  iJ  o'clock  the  5th 
instant,  and  losing  all  trace  of  them,  and  my  men  being  very  much 
fatigued,  I  thought  it  folly  to  continue  the  pursuit,  so  I  retraced  my 
steps  and  arrived  here  at  11  p.  m.  on  the  evening  of  the  5th. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  R.  TITUS, 
Second  Lieut.  Company  A,  Seventy  fifth  U.  8.  Colored  Infantry. 

First  Lieut.  Charles  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  Seventy-fifth  JJ.  S.  Colored  Infantry. 


No.  15. 

Report  of  Capt.  Eben  F.  Barker,  Seventy-fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops. 

Bayou  Bceuf  Station,  La.,  May  7, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  left  this  station  on  the  evening 
of  the  4th  instant.  In  pursuance  of  orders  from  headquarters  District 
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of  La  Fourche,  with  Second  Lieutenant  Pompoueau  and  twelve  men 
of  Company  K,  First  Louisiana  Cavalry,  and  fifteen  men  from  the  Sev- 
enty-fifth U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  to  proceed  to  Bayou  Chene  for  the 
purpose  of  looking  for  a  strange  boat  coutaiuiug  five  or  six  strange 
l)ersons,  who  were  reported  to  be  moving  about  there  in  a  suspicious 
manner,  and  also  to  watch  the  entrance  of  Bayou  Black  for  the  rebel 
Lieutenant  Boudreaux  and  any  other  suspicious-looking  persons  going 
or  coming  from  there.  On  oaring  through  a  small  cut  off  just  above 
the  entrance  of  the  Black  we  discovered  a  large  skiff  having  six  men 
in  it,  who  on  being  ordered  to  halt,  did  not  reply,  but  turned  to  the 
shore  and  attempted  to  enter  the  swamp.  We  opened  fire  on  them  at 
once.  On  reaching  the  skiff  I  found  it  empty  and  several  shot  holes 
through  it.  It  being  dark,  it  would  have  been  useless  to  pursue  them 
into  the  swamp.  I  proceeded  at  once  to  the  houses  on  that  side  of  the 
bayou  for  some  distance,  and  brought  off  all  the  men  and  boats  that 
might  be  used  as  a  means  of  escape,  taking  them  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Black.  Passed  the  night  there.  On  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant  I 
went  to  the  place  of  that  affair.  Near  there  I  learned  from  an  Indian 
that  be  had  a  wounded  man  at  his  camp.  On  reaching  there  I  was  very 
sorry  to  find  that  we  had  fired  on  innocent  colored  men,  who  are 
employed  by  Mr.  Henderson  on  Bayou  Black.  I  have  heard  since  that 
another  man  is  wounded  and  one  missing.  Soon  after  returning  to  the 
Black  the  strange  boat  made  its  appearance,  having  in  it  a  sergeant, 
four  men,  and  a  prisoner.  They  had  a  pass  from  the  provost-marshal 
at  Brashear  City.  We  next  went  down  the  Bayou  Chene  nearly  to 
Chirsy  Point,  when  we  returned  near  Mr.  Napoleon  Beal's.  We 
remained  till  morning.  Early  on  the  6th  we  came  back  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Black,  where  we  staid  until  today.  I  found  no  suspicious  per- 
sons there.    Mr.  Charles  Escudier  acted  as  guide. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EBEN  F.  BARKEE, 
Captain  Company  B,  Seventy-fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Jnfantry. 
Lieut.  C.  S.  Cooper, 

Seventy  fifth   U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant. 


No.  IC. 

Report  of  Capt.  John  R.  Wallace,  Ninety-third  U.  8.  Colored  Troops. 

Camp  Ninety-third  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry, 

Brashear  City,  La.,  May  6,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  an  expedition 
to  Butte-si-la-Rose,  in  obedience  to  verbal  orders  from  Col.  Simon  Jones, 
commanding  post  at  Brashear  City,  La. : 

I  left  Brashear  City  on  the  evening  of  May  3  in  command  of  two 
companies  of  the  Ninety-third  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  one  on  board 
the  steam-boat  Coruie,  the  other  on  board  the  gun-boat  No.  43,  com- 
manded by  Capt.  L.  S.  Fickett.  We  arrived  at  Butte-a  la-Eose  on  the 
4th  of  May  at  about  12  m.,  and  found  it  abandoned,  but  everything 
indicated  that  it  was  recently  occupied  by  about  ten  men,  as  papers 
found  there  showed,  and  in  command  of  Gilbeou.  We  remained  there 
about  two  honrs,  and  destroyed  everything  that  would  serve  as  a 
shelter  for  rebels.  Two  muskets  were  captured  there.  We  next  pro- 
ceeded to  Offutt's  Mill  for  the  purpose  of  taking  in  lumber.    We  tied  up 
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the  boats  tbere  and  commenced  loading  the  Oornie  with  lumber.  While 
there  we  were  informed  by  Mr.  Decker  that  Lawrence  Lee,  a  rebel 
soldier,  lived  but  a  few  miles  below,  when  we  manned  a  small  boat  and 
proceeded  there  at  once,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  him,  also  Teodile 
Guedry,  citizen  of  Saint  Martin's  Parish,  when  we  returned  to  the 
boats  and  laid  up  during  the  night.  In  the  morning,  about  11,  as  soon 
as  the  Cornie  was  loaded,  we  started  for  Brashear  City.  During  the 
day  the  gun-boat  took  on  board  5,000  shingles.  Arriving  at  Bayou 
Chfene,  tied  up  for  the  night.  Mr.  Decker  again  informed  us  that 
about  a  mile  below  Captain  Crosser,  of  the  C.  S.  Army,  resided,  to 
which  place  we  immediately  started  with  a  small  boat.  Did  not  find 
the  captain  at  home,  but  captured  2  rebel  soldiers  belonging  to  Com- 
I)any  A,  Seventh  Louisiana  Cavalry,  Captain  Murphy's  company; 
also  1  musket  and  several  double-barrel  shotguns.  Total  captured, 
4  prisoners  and  8  guns.  The  latter  are  in  my  possession,  subject  to 
your  orders. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  WALLACE, 

Gapt.  Company  E,  93d  U.  8.  Colored  In/ty.,  Comdg.  Expedition. 

Lieut.  J.  E.  Fyffe, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Bistriet  of  La  Fourche. 


MAY  1-9,  1865. — Scout  from  Ojo  de  Anaya,  N.  Mex. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Jamen  J.  Billings,  First  California  Cavalry. 

Fort  Ckaig,  N.  Mex.,  May  10,  1865. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  colonel 
commanding  this  post,  that  1  left  this  post  on  the  27th  ultimo,  under 
the  command  of  Lieut.  L.  P.  Samburn,  in  pursuance  of  Special  Orders, 
No.  93,  dated  headquarters.  Fort  Craig,  N.  Mex.,  Aprd  27,  1865.  In 
imrsuance  of  Special  Orders,  No.  95,  dated  headquarters,  Fort  Craig, 
N.  Mex.,  April  30, 1805,  1  left  the  spring  Ojo  de  Anaya  at  about  12  m. 
on  the  1st  instant,  taking  twenty  men  and  ten  days'  rations,  and  took 
a  northeast  course  and  marched  about  twenty-five  miles  and  camped  in 
the  range  of  mountains  east  of  this  post,  where  1  found  plenty  of  wood 
and  water  and  good  grass.  May  2,  the  guide  told  me  it  was  about 
thirty  miles  to  the  next  water.  I  left  camp  about  noon,  the  guide  tak- 
ing a  northeast  course  for  about  fifteen  miles,  and  then  changed  the 
course  to  southeast.  He  kept  that  course  till  nearly  sunset,  when  we 
came  to  a  large  open  plain  and  the  White  Mountains  in  sight  on 
the  opposite  side.  I  concluded  it  was  best  for  me  to  cross  the  plain 
that  night,  so  that  I  would  not  be  seen  by  Indians  if  there  were  any  in 
the  vicinity,  the  guide  telling  me  that  he  could  go  so  as  to  find  the 
water  the  next  morning.  About  11  p.  m.  we  came  to  a  low  range  ot 
black  lava  rock  and  found  it  impossible  to  cross  it,  and  camped  for  the 
nio-ht  without  water.  Distance,  about  fifty  miles.  May  3,  left  camp  at 
diU'light,  the  guide  saying  it  was  about  five  miles  to  water,  taking  a 
1101  theast  course  for  about  three  hours  to  the  place  where  the  guide 
expected  to  find  water.  On  arriving  at  the  place  we  found  no  water 
there,  and  then  the  guide  told  me  he  had  lost  his  course  by  my  travel- 
ine  the  night  before.  No  one  knew  where  to  find  water;  men  and 
animals  beginning  to  suffer  for  water.  I  could  see  Rno\v  on  the  nioun- 
tains  to  our  right;  I  sent  the  guide  and  four  men  with  all  the  canteens 
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iu  tLat  direction,  telling  them  if  they  found  water  to  fill  the  canteens 
and  come  back  and  meet  the  command,  I  stopping  behind  to  get  the 
men  as  nigh  the  snow  as  I  could.  I  was  getting  them  along  very  well 
until  about  noon,  when  the  animals  began  to  give  out.  I  then  started 
with  all  the  men  and  animals  that  could  travel  for  the  snow  on  the 
mountains.  As  fast  as  a  horse  gave  out  I  left  the  man  and  horse  behind. 
About  4  p.  m.  we  came  to  the  foothills,  only  four  men  Avith  me.  Tlie 
guide  and  the  tour  men  1  sent  ahead,  for  I  could  see  their  trail  often. 
About  5  p.  m.  I  came  up  where  three  of  the  inen  were,  with  all  the  ani- 
mals given  out,  and  one  man  had  gone  on  foot  to  get  to  the  snow. 
He  had  not  been  gone  but  a  short  time  when  he  returned  with  the  can- 
teens filled  with  water,  saying  that  lie  had  found  water  about  a  mile 
ahead.  I  gave  the  animals  a  little  water  out  of  the  canteens.  I 
arrived  at  the  water  at  5.30  with  three  horses  and  filled  all  the  canteens 
and  started  them  back  with  the  guide,  and  as  fast  as  a  man  came 
into  camp  his  canteen  was  filled  and  sent  back.  By  that  means  I 
got  all  the  men  and  animals  into  camp  about  7  p.  m.  Distance,  about 
thirty-five  miles.  May  4, 1  sent  the  guide  out  to  find  the  water  he  was 
looking  for  the  day  before.  He  was  gone  about  three  hours,  and  came 
back  and  reported  that  he  had  found  water  in  about  fourteen  miles  to 
the  southwest.  May  5,  left  camp  about  7  a.,  m.,  taking  a  southwest 
course,  crossing  over  a  point  of  the  mountains,  and  found  a  large  stream 
of  water  running  west.  I  followed  down  the  stream  about  ten  miles 
and  camped.  Distance,  about  twenty-five  miles.  I  found  no  sign  of 
Indians.  May  6,  left  camp  at  daylight  and  took  a  westerly  course  and 
arrived  at  the  camp  I  left  on  the  2d  instant  about  5  p.  m.  Distance, 
about  forty  miles.  May  7,  I  laid  over  this  day  to  rest  the  animals. 
May  8,  left  camp  at  7  a.  m.  and  arrived  at  the  spring  Ojo  de  Anaya 
about  4  p.  m.  May  9,  left  camp  at  7  a.  m.  and  arrived  at  the  river  at 
1  p.  m.,  when  I  found  that  I  could  not  cross  my  animals.  1  went  into 
camp  about  one  mile  below  the  post,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  J.  BILLINGS, 
Lieutenant,  First  California  Cavalry. 
Lieut.  li.  Hudson, 

Post  Adjutant. 


MAY  2,  1865.— Affair  on  the  Blue  Earth  River,  Minn. 

Report  of  BrUj.  Gen.  Henry  H.  Sibley,  U.  S.  Army,  commandiiui  JH.strict 

of  Minnesota. 

Headquakteks  District  (if  Minnesota, 

Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  May  4,  1805. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  thnt  a  party  of  hostile  Sioux 
Indians  massacred  a  family  of  whites,  consisting  of  four  or  five  "■rowii 
persons,  and  wounded  a  child,  at  a  point  near  the  Blue  Earth  River, 
in  the  county  of  that  name,  iu  this  State,  on  the  2d  instant.  Thev 
were  being  hotly  jiursued  at  the  last  accounts,  and  as  they  were  within 
the  line  of  outposts  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  party  Avill  not  be  permitted 
to  escape,  my  orders  to  sub-commanders  prohibiting  the  taking  of  anv 
prisoners.  A  half-breed  deserter  from  Brackett's  Battalion,  known  to 
have  accompanied  tlie  war  party  from  the  neigliborhood  of  the  British 
line,  has  been  apiirehended  by  the  citizens.  1  have  demanded  his 
delivery  to  the  military  authorities,  and  if  his  identity  is  established 
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I  shall  try  him  by  military  commission  for  a  violation  of  the  laws  of 
war  rather  than  by  court-martial  for  desertion.  I  have  reliable  intelli- 
gence of  several  bands  being  upon  the  war  path  to  the  Minnesota  and 
Iowa  frontier,  and  1  am  making  every  possible  arrangement  to  give 
them  a  warm  reception.  One  party  of  forty,  under  the  lead  of  "  Black 
Legs,"  a  notorious  ruffian,  is  among  the  number.  I  applied  for  infor- 
mation to  department  headquarters  some  time  since  whether  or  not  the 
line  of  small  posts  in  the  District  of  Iowa,  south  from  Spirit  Lake, 
would  be  established  this  year  as  formerly.  It  is  of  great  importance 
that  the  line  should  be  maintained,  both  for  the  security  of  the  Iowa 
frontier  as  a  continuation  of  the  defenses  of  the  Minnesota  border, 
which  otherwise  can  be  turned  on  the  south  by  raiding  parties. 

1  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  SIBLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  R.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  yorthwest,  Miltvaukcc,  Wis. 


MAY  3,  1865. — Skirmishes  on  the  Missouri  River,  near  Boonville,  Mo. 

So.  1. — Col.  Chester  Harding,  jr.,  Forty-third  Missouri  lufautry;  coinmaudiuK  Dis- 
trict of  Central  Missouri. 
No.  2. — Capt.  Arthur  A.  Putnam,  Fiftieth  Wisconsin  lufautry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Col.   Chester  Harding,   jr.,    Forty-third   Missouri  Infantry, 
commanding  District  of  Central  Missouri. 

Warrensburg,  May  6,  1865—1.20  p.  m. 
On  the  3d  instant  Captain  Arnold,  of  the  Fiftieth  Wisconsin  |  Seventh 
Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry],  attacked  a  party  of  bushwhackers 
attempting  to  cross  the  Missouri  Kiver,  about  fifteen  miles  below  Boon- 
ville. He  killed  3  and  wounded  2;  captured  all  their  horses,  «&c.,  9  in 
number.  Guerrillas  are  beginning  to  turn  their  forces  west  and  to  go 
through  Jackson  County  once  more.  I  have  taken  the  necessary  pre- 
cautions. „    ^^„^.,     ., 

CHESTER  HARDING,  Jr., 

Colonel,  <I;o. 

Maj.  J.  W.  Barnes, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  2 


Utport  of  Capt.  Arthur  A.  Putnam,  Fiftieth  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

Headquarters, 
Fost  of  Boonville,  Mo.,  May  3,  1865. 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  an  engagement  with  nine  men 
of  Captain  Weaver's  company  on  a  large  island  sixteen  miles  down  the 
river.    Learning  that  a  body  of  guerrillas  intended  to  cross  the  nver 
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at  that,  point,  I  started  in  pursuit  with  seventeen  men  of  Captain  Mil- 
ler's company  and  a  citizen,  who  had  given  the  information,  as  a  guide. 
By  hard  riding  we  reached  the  island  a  few  minutes  after  they  had 
crossed.  I  arrested  a  man  named  Turner,  who  assisted  them  to  cross. 
Leaving  a  part  of  the  men  to  guard  our  horses,  I  crossed  over  with 
nine  men  and  came  upon  the  rebels  after  traveling  about  two  miles,  and 
attacked  them.  Making  but  little  resistance,  they  took  to  the  bush, 
leaving  nine  horses  and  saddles  in  our  possession,  which  we  secured. 
1  continued  to  pursue  them  till  dark  before  we  came  upon  them  again. 
It  being  so  dark  they  made  their  escape  after  exchanging  a  few  shots. 
Not  having  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  secure  them  in  the  heavy 
underbrush,  I  discontinued  the  pursuit  and  returned  to  Booaville. 
One  of  the  horses,  which  had  been  taken  from  our  guide,  1  turned  over 
to  him,  but  neglected  to  take  a  receipt.  He  had  described  the  horse 
before  we  captured  them.  I  found  in  Captain  Weaver's  saddlebag  the 
inclosed  order*  froih  General  Eains,  of  the  rebel  army,  authorizing 
him  to  raise  troops  to  operate  on  the  Missouri  border.  What  disposi- 
tion shall  I  make  of  the  prisoner? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  PUTNAM, 
Captain,  Commanding  Post. 
Col.  C.  Harding, 

Commanding  District  of  Central  Missouri. 


MAT  3,  1865.— Affair  near  Pleasant  Hill,  Mo. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Benjamin  F.  Johnson,  First  Missouri  State  Militia 

Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Company  B,  Cavalry  Detachment, 

First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 

Pleasant  Hill,  Mo.,  May  7, 1865. 

Sir  .  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  our  neighborhood  was 
visited  on  Thursday  night  last  by  a  band  of  guerrillas,  ten  ia  number. 
Of  the  number  three  were  known  to  be  Sy  Porter,  Bill  Reynolds,  and 
Dave  Pool.  They  killed  a  citizen  by  the  name  of  Richard  Conner,  and 
a  discharged  soldier  whose  name  was  John  G.  Harper.  I  with  ten 
men  followed  their  trail  to  the  Snibar  Hills,  but  failed  to  overtake 
them. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEN.  F.  JOHNSON, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Station,  Pleasant  Hill,  Mo. 
Col.  Chester  Harding,  Jr., 

Commanding  District  of  Central  Missouri. 


MAY  3-6,  1866.— Operations  about  Fort  Adams,  Miss 

Report  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Embury  D.  Osband,  Third    U.  S.    Colored 

Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Expedition, 

Fort  Adams,  Miss.,  May  6,  1865. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  pursuance  of  orders 
I  arrived  at  this  point  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  instant;  disembarked 

"  Not  found. 
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the  commaud,  aud  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day  sent  a  scouting  party 
down  to  Tunica  Bend.  Found  nothing  in  that  direction.  On  the  4th 
instant  I  sent  a  party  through  Woodville  to  Jones'  plantation,  where  I 
was  informed  some  torpedoes  were  concealed.  The  officer  in  command 
on  his  return  reported  that  the  torpedoes  had  been  removed,  and  that 
he  had  learned  they  were  being  broken  up  and  the  powder  was  being 
sold  to  the  citizens.  Yesterday  evening  I  embarked  three  squadrons, 
and  landed  them  at  Bayou  Sara  about  10  p,  m.,  with  orders  to  scout 
fiom  Bayou  Sara  to  Woodville  and  thence  to  this  point.  From  the 
gun  boat  officers  at  Bayou  Sara  1  learned  that  Scott's  brigade  of  Con- 
federate cavalry,  acting  as  escort  to  Jefl'.  Davis,  are  expected  to  cross 
the  river  between  here  and  Bayou  Sara  in  a  few  days ;  also  that  a  force 
of  3,000  of  our  troops  will  be  transferred  from  Morganza  to  Bayou  Sara 
either  to-day  or  to-morrow.  The  steamer  Magnet  brought  information 
to  the  gun  boat  Chillicothe  (lying  off  the  point)  that  Davis,  with  a  small 
cavalry  escort,  had  crossed  the  river  at  Quitman,  a  short  distance  above 
Natchez,  on  Sunday  night  last,  but  I  do  not  credit  this  report.  OiHcial 
communication  has  been  received  at  Woodville  of  the  surrender  of 
General  Dick  Taylor's  army  to  General  Cauby,  aud  I  think  that  the 
majority  of  the  scattering  forces  in  this  vicinity  will  come  in  and  sur- 
render at  this  point.  I  shall  continue  to  operate  between  Fort  Adams 
and  Bayou  Sara  till  I  receive  further  orders  from  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

E.  D.  OSBAND. 

Brigadier-General  Davidson, 

Commanding  District  of  Natchez. 


MAY  3-21,  1866.— Expedition  from  Fort  Laramie  to  Wind  River,  Dak.  Ter. 

Keport  of  Col.  Thomas  Moonlight,  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  command- 
ing Northern  iSub- District  of  the  Flains. 

Hdqrs.  Northern  Sub-District  of  the  Plains, 

Fort  Laramie,  Dak.  Ter.,  June  6,  1865. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  information  of  the 
general  commanding,  the  following  as  my  report  of  an  expedition  lately 
made  as  far  west  as  Wind  Kiver : 

I  left  here  on  the  3d  of  May  with  about  seventy-five  men  of  the 
Eleventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry  and  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry,  under 
command  of  Captain  Wilcox,  of  the  latter  regiment,  for  Platte  Bridge. 
At  the  same  time  I  sent  Captain  Krumme,  of  the  First  Nebraska  Vet- 
eran Cavalry,  with  about  sixty  men  of  that  regiment  by  way  of  Laramie 
I'eak,  to  scout  the  country  thoroughly  and  meet  me  at  Platte  Bridge, 
which  he  did,  seeing  no  signs  of  Indians.  Eeceiving  what  was  consid- 
ered reliable  information  that  there  were  about  300  Cheyenne  lodges 
over  near  Wind  Eiver,  I  concentrated  about  500  cavalry— 400  of  the 
Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Plumb,  and  the 
balance  under  Captain  Wilcox.  We  marched  at  sundown  on  the  8th 
with  seven  days  rations  on  horse  and  three  on  pack-mules,  taken  out 
of  teams  for  that  purpose,  each  officer  and  soldier  havmg  only  one  wool 
blanket,  one  gum  blanket,  and  an  overcoat.    It  snowed  for  two  days 
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and  nights,  covering  up  the  grass  so  that  the  horses  were  nearly  fam- 
ished. The  command  suflered  terribly  with  cold,  as  there  was  no  wood, 
having  to  rely  upon  a  scanty  supply  of  sagebrush.  My  marches  were 
all  made  during  the  night,  as  the  moon  was  favorable,  and  the  better 
to  beguile  the  Indians.  The  Cheyenne  trail  was  struck  on  the  morning 
of  the  12th,  but  had  every  sign  of  being  old.  This  was  on  Lake  Fork, 
tributary  of  Wind  Eiver.  Scouts  were  innnediately  scattered  all  over 
the  country  and  brought  back  positive  information  that  the  Indians, 
after  making  a  circuit  toward  Sweetwater  Mountains,  turned  due 
north  and  crossed  Beaver  Creek  Pass  road  toward  Powder  River.  One 
scout  went  as  far  as  Wind  River  and  reported  that  the  Indians  had 
merely  passed  by  with  their  lodges  in  the  direction  we  were  then 
encamped,  but  without  halting.  The  village  had  evidently  come  down 
from  Powder  River  Mountains  with  the  intention  of  finding  a  suitable 
encampment  somewhere  in  our  vicinity,  but  finding  the  grass  and  game 
scarce  were  compelled  to  go  back  again.  I  had  not  rations  to  carry 
me  any  farther  away  from  the  bridge,  as  I  had  marched  ibur  days  at 
the  rate  of  thirty-five  miles  each  day.  Nearly  one  half  of  my  horses 
were  given  out,  for  the  grass  was  not  sufficient  to  keep  them  m  heart. 
I  have  never  traveled  a  country  where  there  was  less  for  the  animals 
to  subsist  on,  and  old  Mr.  Bridger,  of  mountain  fame,  who  accompanied 
me  as  a  guide,  assured  me  that  although  the  country  in  that  section 
was  usually  barren,  yet  in  all  his  experience  he  had  never  seen  it  as  it 
was  then. 

On  the  evening  of  the  12th  I  started  Captain  Wilcox  back  to  Platte 
Bridge  with  his  command  and  broken  down  horses  of  the  Eleventh 
Kansas  Cavalry,  keeping  close  to  the  north  side  of  the  Sweetwater 
Mountains,  for  the  purpose  of  picking  up  any  straggling  war  party, 
and  with  the  balance  of  the  command  1  made  for  Sweetwater  bridge,  by 
the  south  side  of  the  mountains,  sending  a  large  scout  by  the  head 
of  Popoagie  River  toward  Three  Crossings.  No  Indians  were  seen  or 
even  other  than  old  trails.  1  arrived  at  Platte  Bridge  on  the  17th  aud 
returned  here  on  the  iilst,  having  traveled  a  distance  of  450  miles. 
The  Indian  scouts  must  have  kept  watch  of  us,  for  no  sooner  had  we 
returned  to  the  line  than  their  war  parties  were  harassing  the  stations 
at  all  points.  It  is  no  manner  of  use  to  attempt  doing  anything  unless 
an  expedition  is  started,  striking  Powder  River  about  100  miles  north 
of  where  I  was;  that  is,  north  of  here  and  west,  where  a  large  and 
strong  fort  should  be  built  and  a  supply  of  rations  kept  on  hand  to 
replenish  the  pack-saddles  from  time  to  time.  A  campaign  must  be 
made  with  pack- mules  to  transport  supplies.  From  Powder  River  the 
villages  could  be  struck.  The  war  parties  now  harassing  us  would 
draw  in  to  defend  villages,  and  thus  a  fight  of  some  magnitude  might 
be  gotten,  as  they  are  keen  for  a  tussle,  believing  they  can  clean  us  out 
and  there  is  some  semblance  of  excuse  for  this  belief  from  their  recent 
successes.  I  prefer  they  should  feel  that  way,  at  least  until  they  con- 
centrate for  action.  The  Cheyennes,  and  Sioux  who  are  with  them  will 
number  about  4,000  fighting  men.  No  time  is  to  be  lost  iu  making 
campaign,  but  horses  are  in  a  woeful  condition,  having  had  no  corn  for 
a  mouth. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  MOONLIGHT, 
Colonel  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  Commanding. 

Capt.  George  F.  Price, 

Acty.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  District  of  the  Plains,  Julesburg. 
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MAY  4,  1865.— Skirmish  at  the  Star  House,  near  Lexington,  Mo. 
Report  of  Maj.  Berryman  K.  Davis,  Forty-third  Missouri  Infantry. 

Lexington,  May  4, 1865. 
Captain  Arnold,  who  left  Warrensburg  this  morning  with  escort  of 
ten  men,  was  attacked  to-day  the  other  side  of  the  Star  House,  two 
miles  out,  by  between  twenty  and  thirty  bushwhackers.  They  were 
lying  near  the  road  and  waited  for  the  escort  going  from  hereto  War- 
rensburg to  pass  out  of  hearing.  After  it  mot  Captain  Arnold  they 
attacked  him.  They  lost  one  man  and  brought  in  one  severely  wounded 
ihe  captain  returned  the  tire  and  was  pursued  one  mile.  A  messenger 
having  arrived  before  the  captain,  I  had  already  started  Oai)taiii  Ber- 
nard on  the  track. 


Colonel  Harding. 


\i.  K.  DAVIS). 

Major, 


MAY  4-6,  1865.— Scout  from  Pine  BluflF  to  Noble's  Farm,  Ark. 

Report  of  Gapt.  George   W.  Suesberry,  Thirteenth  Illinoiti  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Company  L,  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cav.  Vols., 

Pine  Blvff,  Ark.,  May  C,  1805. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  orders  I  received  at  post  headquarters  on  the 
4th  instant,  I  with  other  officers  proceeded  to  make  a  scout.  Capt. 
Ed.  Brown  started  from  this  place  at  3  a.  lu.  with  fifty  men,  with  orders 
to  proceed  to  the  south  side  of  Bayou  Bartholomew  to  guard  the  cross- 
ings of  the  same;  and  I  with  fifty  men  at  G  o'clock  on  the  same  day 
proceeded  down  the  north  side  of  the  above-named  bayou,  with  the 
expectation  of  capturing  Captain  Kidd  and  his  lawless  band  of  rob- 
bers; and  when  I  reached  Harris'  farm,  some  twelve  miles  from  here,  at 
10  a.  m.,  I  found  that  Kidd  and  his  baud  had  left  for  Moutieello  ou  the 
morning  previous.  I  still  continued  the  march  down  the  bayou.  I 
reached  Mr.  Derrisaw's  at  3  p.  m.  I  captured  George  Wyatt.  He 
claimed  to  be  a  private  soldier  in  the  Second  Arkansas  Cavalry.  I 
marched  ou  and  formed  a  junction  with  Captain  Brown  at  daylight  on 
the  5th  at  John  Rodgers',  some  eighteen  miles  south  of  this  place.  I 
there  fed  my  horses  and  men  and  rested  about  two  hours,  after  which 
I  swam  my  horses  to  the  south  side  of  the  bayou  and  inarched  down 
the  bayou  to  Wyatt's  farm,  and  there  captured  one  Clay  Haynes,  and 
he  also  claimed  to  be  a  member  of  the  Second  Arkansas  Cavalry. 
Marched  ou  and  came  to  Noble's  farm  at  3  p.  m.,  and  there  captured 
Lieutenant  Noble.  I  then  consulted  the  officers  and  turned  for  Pine 
Blufif.  I  had  at  the  time  3  prisoners  and  5  horses,  (i  guns,  and  1  army 
revolver.  The  prisoners  and  arms  I  turned  over  to  the  provost-marshal 
ou  my  arrival  at  this  place  on  the  Gth  instant.  The  horses  I  turned 
over  to  the  po.st  quartermaster  on  the  same  day.  I  did  not  hear  of  any 
force  this  side  of  the  Saline  Eiver  except  Kidd  and  his  baud.  I  did 
not  lose  a  man  or  horse. 

J  am,  captain,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  SUBSBEKRY, 
Gapt.  Company  i,  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cav,  Vols,,  Cemdy,  Hcout. 

papt.  S.  Monte  Cambebn, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
17  R  B.— vnr.  XLYni,  PT  1 
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MAY  5,  1865.— Skirmish  in  the  Perche  Hills,  Mo. 
Report  of  Maj.  Reeves  Leonard,  Ninth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Sturgeon,  May  5, 1865. 
A  scout  from  tlii.s  post  under  Serseaiit  Tate,  of  Ooinpauy  C,  hiid  a 
sliivmish  with  a  band  of  guerrillas  this  morning  lu  Perche  Hiil.'^. 
Killed  1,  wounded  2,  captured  several  horses,  arms,  &(;.  A  company 
of  Seventeenth  Illinois  Cavalry  had  a  skirmish  this  morning.  I  have 
heard  nothing  yet.  K.  LEONARD,    . 

Major,  Ninth  Cavalry  Missouri  State  Militia. 

Lieatenaut  Tidswkll, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


MAY  6-11,  1865.— Scoitt  from  Little  Xock  to  Bayou  Meto  and  Little  Bayou, 

Ark. 

itmr'OK.'i  s. 

No.  1. — Lieut.  Col.  Richard  G.  W.inl,  Seventy-ninth  U.  S.  Coloied  Trooiw. 
No.  2. — Miij.  Gunisey  W.  Diivi.s,  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavaliy. 

No.  1. 

Revort  of  Lieut.  Col.  Richard   G.   Ward,  ISeiHinty-ninth  U.   S.   Colored. 

Troops. 

llutjiis.  Seventy-ninth  Eegt.  U.  S.  Colored  Troops, 

TAtfle  Rock,  Arli.,  May  12,  ls(>5. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  expedition 
which  left  Little  Kock  on  the  steainer  Kose  Hambleton  May  0,  18G5: 

In  accordance  witli  orders  from  Major-Ceneral  Salomon,  I  embarked 
at  7  ]>.  m.  with  250  men  of  the  Seventy-ninth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry, 
and  seventy-five  men  of  the  Fourth  Arkansas  Cavalry.  I  arrived  at 
Pine  Blulf  on  the  morning  of  the  7th,  and  agreeable  to  instructions  I 
reported  to  Brigadier-General  Clayton  for  tiie  purpose  of  procuring 
guides,  &c.  The  general  informed  me  that  no  considerable  body  of  the 
enemy  was  on  the  south  bank  of  tlie  river,  and  that  he  was  about  to 
send  a  cavalry  scout  down  the  north  bank ;  and  if  not  contrary  Mith  your 
orders  or  instructions,  he  would  like  for  me  to  land  my  force  near  the 
mouth  of  Bayou  Meto  and  act  in  conjunction  with  his  forces  from 
above.  I  accordingly  dropped  down  to  Doctor  Price's  plautation, 
which  is  on  an  island  formed  by  the  waters  of  Big  and  Little  Bayous, 
and  scouted  the  island  thoroughly,  but  fouud  notldng  but  a  few  Gov- 
ernment mules,  the  enemy  having  been  driven  from  that  place  by  high 
water.  As  soon  as  I  obtained  perfc(;t  information  as  to  their  character 
I  ordered  no  guerrillas  to  be  taken.  Ascertaining  from  good  authority 
that  they  were  above  the  moutli  of  Little  Bayou,  I  moved  to  that  point 
and  made  several  scouts  at  different  points  where  it  was  practicable  to 
move  infantry.  1  found  their  outposts  at  General  Williams'  plantation, 
and  ascertained  from  a  citizen  that  the  enemy  belonged  to  a  Texas  reg- 
iment. I  moved  rapidly  up  the  river,  sometimes  by  boat,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  difficult  swamps,    On  the  OtU  1  met  Major  Davis,  of  the 
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Thirteeiitli  Illinois  Cavalry,  in  command  of  tlie  scout  from  Pine  BlufF, 
and  from  him  I  ascertained  that  ho  had  just  arranjjed  to  receive  the 
surrender  of  Vaugine,  Maybery,  and  Husband,  with  their  men,  and 
tliat  the  most  of  them  were  in  his  camp,  the  vest  having  been  permitted 
to  go  to  their  comrades  for  the  pur))oso  of  bringing  them  in.  Being  out 
of  rations,  and  considering  the  main  object  of  tlie  expedition  gained,  I 
returned  to  this  post,  stopping  at  Pine  Bluff  long  enough  to  notify 
General  Clayton  of  the  result  of  the  ex])edition  and  to  obtain  rations. 
1  landed  at  this  place  on  the  morning  of  tiie  11th,  having  been  absent 
four  days  and  live  niglits.  I  instructed  Lieutenant  Demby  to  move  the 
cavalry  up  by  land  from  Pine  BJuli',  as  General  Clayton  wished  to  send 
a  number  of  prisoners  by  boat  to  this  post,  and  the  boat  being  already 
badly  crowded.  Tlie  mules  and  horses  captured  were  turned  over  to 
the  proper  authorities  upon  arrival  at  this  place. 

1  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  remain,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

K.  G.  WARD, 
Lieut.  Col.  Seventy-ninth  Regiment  U.  S.  Colored  Troops. 

Lieut.  A.  S.  Kenuriok, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  JHr.,  Seventh  Army  Corps. 


No.  2. 
Report  of  Maj.  Gurnsey   W.  Davis,  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry. 

Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  May  11, 1865. 
Sir:  Pursuant  to  orders,  I  left  Pine  Bluff'  on  the  7th,  taking  the 
north  side  of  the  Arkansas  Kiver.  Proceeded  to  the  Lightfoot  farm. 
Camped  for  the  niglit,  (tsipturing  one  prisoner.  8th,  went  in  search  of 
Vaugine.  My  advanced  guard  discovered  him  on  tlie  opposite  side  of 
Plum  Bayou.  Tired  upon  him,  but  he  escaped  and  tied  to  the  cane. 
Dismounted  a  few  men  and  crossed  the  bayou  (this  is  swimming  to  a 
horse);  discovered  Vaugine  making  signs  for  a  truce;  admitted  him. 
He  expressed  a  desire  to  surrender,  and  stated  that  Captain  Maybery 
wished  to  do  the  same,  and  that  if  I  would  wait  on  him  he  would 
send  for  Mnybcry,  I  did  so.  Maybery  came  and  expressed  the  same 
desire,  and  promised  to  meet  me' at  Colonel  East's  on  tUe  evening  of 
the  lOtli  with  all  their  men,  for  the  purpose  of  surrender,  which  they 
failed  to  do.  Proceeded  down  the  river  as  far  as  Lewis'  Landing. 
Learned  there  that  Captain  Husband  and  his  command  wished  to  snr- 
render  and  give  up  the  contest.  Mr.  Lewis  proceeded  to  Husband's  com- 
mand and  brought  the  same  to  me.  Husband  and  his  men  seemed  very 
anxious  to  give  up,  and  only  asked  that  they  be  allowed  their  horses 
aiul  side  arms  for  self  protection  against  jayhawkers  and  robbers.  I 
could  accept  uo  conditional  surrender.  The  party  accompanied  me  ni 
for  coufenence  with  higher  authority.  I  believe  < laptam  Husband  and 
his  men  to  have  been  honoiable  Confedenite  soldiers,  and  ask  tor  them 
your  kind  consideration.  ,     ,.     .. 

I  havo  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  DAVIS, 
Major,  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cacalry,  Commanding  Scout. 

Capt.  S.  MoNTK  Cambiorn, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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JttAY  8.  1865. — Skirmish  near  Eeadsville,  Mo. 
Report  of  Capt.  Samuel  W.  Hopkins,  Warren  County.  Missouri,  Militia. 

Headquarters, 
WarretiUm,  Mo.,  May  11, 1865. 
General:  I  have  the  lioiior  to  report  that  on  Monday,  the  8th 
liistaTit,  Corporal  Gentry,  with  Ave  men  of  my  company,  while  on  a 
scout  in  the  western  part  of  Montgomery  County,  and  hearing  of  a  few 
bushwhackers  taking  breakfast  at  a  house  near  Eeadsville,  Callaway 
County,  and  while  on  his  way,  fell  in  with  twelve  bushwhackers,  who 
passed  themselves  as  Fulton  Militia,  being  dressed  in  Federal  uniform. 
The  two  squads  rode  along  together  near  three  miles,  when  they  ordered 
them  to  halt  and  demanded  them  to  surrender,  and  commenced  tiriug 
simultaneously,  killing  2  soldiers,  wounding  2,  and  capturing  1.  One 
man  made  his  escape  unliurt.  There  were  two  citizens,  old  soldiers, 
with  my  men,  both  supposed  to  be  killed.  The  bushwhackers  then  took 
the  prisoner  and  started  a  northeast  course,  telling  the  prisoner  if  he 
would  pilot  them  to  the  Troy  road,  near  Florence,  they  would  spare  his 
life.  On  the  way  the  bushwhackers  asked  many  questions  concerning 
the  disposal  of  troops  in  this  and  other  counties,  stating  that  there 
would  be  a  large  number  of  bushwhackers  in  Missouri  this  summer. 
On  arriving  at  the  Troy  road,  near  Florence,  six  of  the  bushwhackers 
took  the  prisoner,  Tabourn  Ford,  out  to  shoot  him.  He  dodged  the 
hrst  shot,  and  made  his  escape,  severely  wounded.  None  of  the  bush- 
whackers have  as  yet  been  caught.     My  men  are  after  them. 

1  am,  general,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  HOPKINS, 

Captain,  Comdg.  Warren  County   Volunteers,  Missouri  Militia. 

Brig.  Gen.  C.  B.  FiSK, 

Commanding  District  of  North  Missouri. 


MAY  8-10,  1865. — Scout  in  Saline,  La  Fayette,  and  Cooper  Counties,  Mo. 

Report  of  Capt.  James  1).  Eads,  First  Missouri  iState  Militia  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Station, 
Marshall,  Mo.,  May  10,  1865. 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  had  my  entire 
available  force  scouting  in  Saline,  La  Fayette,  and  Cooper  Counties.  I 
was  in  the  saddle  three  days  in  command  in  person.  On  the  morning 
of  the  8th  instant  I  struck  their  trail  east  of  Brownsville,  and  followed 
them  down  to  Napton's  Bridge.  There  nineteen  of  the  rascals  crossed. 
We  followed  them  till  about  4  p.  m.,  when  about  three  miles  east  of 
Jonesburg,  Mo.,  we  dispersed  them,  but  found  no  picked  horses  or 
stolen  goods.  I  divided  my  men  after  them,  some  of  them  going  toward 
the  mouth  of  the  La  Mine  River,  others  of  the  guerrillas  making  toward 
Saline  City.  My  men  are  still  after  them.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
the  largest  number  of  the  rebels  went  south  of  Boon ville  and  will  strike 
the  Missouri  liiver  about  Jolly's  Bottom.  I  shall  give  them  no  rest  in 
this  county  while  horseflesh  is  able  to  move  and  men  to  ride.  I  like- 
wise 'hsiYe  the  infantry  moving  to  tUe  l^est  advantage.    My  cavalry 
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have  marched  sixteen  miles  each  day;  that  is,  made  an  average  for 
each  man  sixteen  miles.  There  are  but  few  bushwhackers  in  this  county. 
I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  ]).  EADS, 
Capt.  Company  M,  Ist  Car.  Miitnouri  State  Militia,  Comdg.  Station. 
Capt.  C.  G.  Laurant, 

Aunt.  Adjt.  Oen.,  JHst.  of  Central  Missouri,  Warrennhurfi,  Mo. 


MAY  8-20,  1865.— Scout  from  Plum  Creek  to  Midway  Station,  Nebr.  Ter. 

Report  of  Capt.  TkomaH  J.  Weatherwajc,  First  Nebraska  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Company  G,  First  Nebraska  Vet.  Vol.  Cat., 

Phvm  Creelc,  May  22, 1865. 
Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  accordance  with 
verl)al  instructions  from  General  Connor,  commanding  District  of  the 
I'lains,  1  left  this  garrison  in  command  of  fifty-eight  enlisted  men, 
mounted,  thoroughly  armed  and  equipped,  with  twenty-one  days' 
lations,  iu  pursuit  of  the  band  of  Indians  who  made  the  attack  upon 
the  train  near  Mullahla's  Station  on  the  5th  instant.  Leaving  on  the 
8th  instant  at  4  p.  m.,  marched  with  my  command  and  bivouacked  at 
French's  old  ranch,  ten  miles  west  from  this  post.  On  the  following 
morning  I  found  it  not  only  impracticable  but  impossible  to  ford  the 
Platte  River  at  that  point.  Left  orders  with  my  command  to  prepare 
for  an  early  start  and  speedy  march.  I  proceeded  to  make  examination 
farther  up  the  river,  and  meeting  witli  the.same  success  as  first.  When 
near  Mullahla's  I  was  informed  that  a  party  of  Indians  had  made  a 
descent  upon  the  stock  at  that  station.  Believing  it  to  be  the  same 
band  ordered  to  pursue,  1  immediately  dispatched  a  messenger  with 
instructions  for  the  command  to  hastily  prepare  tliree  days'  rations.  I 
then  took  trail  of  Indians;  traveled  due  south  across  Plum  Creek  to  a 
point  on  Mud  Creek;  passed-down  that  stream  to  Avithin  ten  miles  of 
Its  moutli.  My  advance  guard  pressed  the  Indians  (ten  in  all)  so 
closely  they  took  to  the  canons.  It  now  being  dark  we  lost  the  trail, 
and  were  compelled  in  consequence  to  close  further  chase  for  the  day. 
On  10th,  at  early  dawn,  I  moved  rapidlydown  Mud  Creek  to  its  mouth. 
Finding  no  trail  or  signs,  I  halted  lor  some  two  hours  lor  the  pnrposcof 
grazing  my  animals  and  sending  out  a  icconnoitering  party  to  ascer- 
tain sign  of  Indians.  Making  no  further  discoveries  I  then  returned 
and  encamped  for  the  night  upon  my  old  camp  of  the  0th.  On  11th,  at 
7  a.  m.  1  moved  in  a  northwest  course  between  the  Mud  and  Plum 
Creeks,  arriving  at  Midway  Station  at  5  p.  m.  During  t.liis  day's 
march  found  the  grass  short  and  poor;  no  Avater  during  the  day. 
Many  of  my  ponies,  being  in  weak  condition,  gave  out  and  broke  down 
from  fatigue,  want  of  water,  &c.,  and  were  with  muclulifliculty  brought 
into  camp.  After  a  rest  of  two  hours  at  Midway  I  moved  east  to  Mul- 
lahla's; encamped.  12th,  t.liis  morning  with  Pat.  Mullahla  and  several 
other  citizens,  old  residents  of  this  valley  who  are  conversant  with  the 
crossings  of  the  Platte,  together  with  my  command,  I  made  several 
attempts  to  cross,  getting  atone  time  about  three-quarters  of  the  way 
over;  was  forced  back  and  found  it  a  matter  of  utter  impossibihty  to 
effect  a  crossing.  At  4  p.  m.,  ni)on  receiving  a  telegram  from  colonel 
commanding  East  Sub-District,  to  the  effect  that  Indians  had  attacked 
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our  men  at  Dan.  Smitli's,  with  instructions  to  jiroceed  at  once,  I  imme- 
diately started  for  the  scene  of  attack.  U])on  arriving  at  Midway  I 
was  there  informed  by  Captain  Ivory  that  lie  had  .just  returned  from 
Dan.  Smith's,  aiid  tjiat  tlie  Indians  had  driven  off  the  stock  across  the 
river.  Being  at  a  late  hcrar,  I  concluded  to  remain  and  attempt  another 
crossing  at  that  point,  in  conjunction  with  Ca])tain  Ivory,  on  the  fol- 
lowing a.  m.  13th,  after  procuring  two  oxwagons,  placing  false  bottoms 
in  the  beds,  loading  ammunition,  saddles,  &c.,  then  proceeded  to  the 
rivei-,  selecting  four  of  my  best  men  and  horses,  who  proceeded  in  the 
stream  about  midway,  when  two  horses  floundered  Jind  unhorsed  the 
riders;  were  compelled  to  put  back  to  shore.  After  making  several 
other  iueffectnal  attempts  were  forced  to  give  up  the  idea  of  crossing, 
and  returned  to  camp  and  marched  to  Dan.  Smith's,  with  a  view  of  cross- 
ing on  the  following  morning.  On  14th  a  detail  of  my  command  was 
stripped  of  their  clothing  and  the  largest  and  best  ponies  selected  for 
another  effort  to  cross.  One  man  of  the  party,  by  almost  superhuman 
effort,  arrived  on  the  opposite  hank;  returning,  re])orted  it  impossible 
to  get  ammunition  over  withont  damaging  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
lender  it  useless.  The  smaller  and  weaker  portion  of  my  i)onies  could 
by  no  means  cross.  15th,  this  day,  with  my  ccunmand,  I  remained  on 
the  river  bank,  the  stream  not  receding.  IGth,  remaining  in  camp  as 
day  before;  sending  out,  however,  reconnoitering  parties  to  ascertain 
signs  or  whereabouts  of  Indians.  ITtli,  at  8  a.  m.,  I  moved  with  my 
command  east  to  Mullahla's  Station,  arriving  at  1  ]).  m.;  encamped. 
18th,  remaining  in  camp  with  greater  portion  of  my  command,  sending 
ont  parties  to  scout  and  scour  the  country  around,  though  finding  no 
signs  of  Indians.  19th,  I  took  twenty -five  men  and  moved  south,  then 
west,  and  again  east,  traversing  the  country  thoroughly  between  Plum 
Creek  and  Midway,  and  ff>r  miles  around.  Finding  no  signs  or  indica- 
tions of  Indians,  returned  to  camp  at  dark  same  evening.  20th,  early 
this  morning  I  received  telegraphic  dispatch  from  the  colonel  command- 
ing East  Sub-District  to  return  to  the  garrison  at  Plum  Creek,  which  I 
did,  arriving  about  12  m.,  traveling  altogether  about  200  miles.  Not 
being  able  to  take  a  sufficiency  of  forage,  the  grass  short,  my  animals 
fared  badly,  and  many  gave  out  and  broke  down.  They  are,  however, 
entirely  unlit  for  service  of  this  kind.  I  herewith  inclose  a  diagram* 
of  the  country  passed  over. 

I  am,  lieutenant,  verv  respectfnllv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  J.  WEATBERWAX, 
Captain^  Commanding  Detachment. 
Lieut.  S.  A.  Lewis, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjvta^it-Gen'cral,  Fort  Kearny,  Nehr.  Ter. 


MAY  8-22,  1865.— Expedition  from  Spring  Hill,  Ala.,  to  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  Bailey,  IT.  S.  Army,  commandivf)  Second 
Brigade,  Second  Division  of  Cavalry,  Military  JMvision  of  WestJllissis- 
sippi. 

ITdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Second  Div.  of  Cavalry, 

Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Baton  Rouge,  La.,  May  21,  ISO/j. 
1  respectfully  submit  the  following  report: 

On  tlie  8th  day  of  May,  ISOo,  having  jireviously  assembled  my  com- 
mand at  Spring  Hill,  Ala.,  J  moved  with  the  same  for  Baton  liouge.  La. 

•Omitted. 
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My  command  was  comprised  as  follows :  Third  Michigan  Cavalry  Maior 
Nugeiit  cr.mmamlino;  Fourtli  Tennessee  Cavalry,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
riiornburf;h  C()mman.ding-;  Tentli  Illinois  Cavalry  (detachment),  Major 
Willis  commanding ;  First  Company  Pontoniers  (detachment),  Lieut. 
A.  M  Conrad  commanding-.  The  supply  train  consisted  of  100  wagons, 
trauslencd  to  my  acting  assistant  quartermaster  a  few  days  before  in 
most  iniserablo  condition.  The  animals  were  old,  broken  down,  and 
generally  unshod.  On  the  Gth  of  May  most  of  the  teamsters  trans- 
lerred  with  the  train  deserted,  consequently  a  detacliment  of  the 
fourth  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  from  tlio  camp  of  distribution  iu  Mobile 
was  directed  to  rejtort  to  me  for  the  purpose  of  supplying,  so  far  as 
practicable,  tlieir  places.  8trict  orders  were  given  (copies  of  AvhicU 
accompany)  to  prevent  pillaging  or  annoying  iu  any  way  the  people  in 
tlie  country  tlirough  which  we  were  to  pass,  and  it  was  announced  as 
my  intention  to  secure  by  conciliation  and  kindness  the  good  will  of  the 
people  lor  and  toward  the  representatives  of  the  Federal  Government. 
May  8,  left  Spring  Hill;  marclied  thirteen  miles.  May  9,  inarched  six- 
teen miles;  laid  a  pontoon  bridge  across  Dog  River,  and  pioneers 
bridged  Kocky  Creek.  May  10,  at  Chickasaw  Eiver,  which  was  bridged 
with  pontoons ;  corduroyed  the  road  for  nearly  a  mile;  marched  sixteen 
miles.  May  11,  crossed  Leaf  lUver  on  pontoons  at  lioberts'  Ferry; 
river  250  feet  wide;  marched  eleven  miles.  May  12,  marched  eighteen 
miles;  pontooned  one  creek.  May  13,  at  Enon  Fost-Office;  marched 
nineteen  miles.  May  14,  pontooned  lUack  Creek;  marched  twenty-two 
miles.  May  15,  marclied  to  I'earl  Kiver,  ])assing  through  Columbia  to 
Atkinson's  Ferry,  a  distance  of  twenty-seven  miles;  laid  a  pontoon 
bridge  ;550  feet  long  across  the  I'eaii.  May  10,  marched  fifteen  miles. 
May  17,  marched  seventeen  miles,  poutoouing  McGee's  Creek  and  the 
Bogue  Chitto  Kiver,  passing  through  Tylerville.  May  18,  marched 
twenty-one  miles,  pontooning  the  Jialia  Chitto  liiver  and  crossing  the 
Tangijiahoa  liiver;  passed  through  Osyka,  Miss.  Mav  10,  marched 
eighteen  miles;  forded  the  Tickfaw  liiver.  7>iay  20,  marched  twenty- 
five  miles.  May  21,  marched  twenty-five  miles;  pontooned  the  Amite 
River  and  forded  the  Comite  River.  May  22,  marched  nine  miles; 
arrived  in  Baton  Rouge.    Total  distance  marched,  272  miles. 

Iu  iiassing  through  the  portions  of  the  Ktates  of  Alabama,  Missis- 
sippi, and  Louisiana  in  wiiich  my  route  lay  I  saw  nothing  to  indicate 
that  a  single  Confederate  soldier  remained  in  arms.  The  exiiression 
among  the  people,  and  strongest  with  the  paroled  soldiers,  was  unan- 
imously that  of  pleasure  that  the  war  is  over,  and  that  they  were  to  be 
permitted  to  resume  the  occupations  of  peace.  At  Enon,  Miss,,  I  was 
notified  by  many  of  the  residents  of  the  presence  in  that  vicinity  of  a 
party  of  busliwliackcrs  who  designed  ambushing  my  advance.  I  made 
strenuous  but  inettectnal  attempts  to  capture  them.  One  of  them  shot 
and  mortally  wounded  a  soldier  of  the  Third  Michigan  Cavalry  who 
was  stationed  as  a  safeguard  over  a  house  on  the  road  to  Enon,  whicli 
is  the  only  casualty  I  have  to  report.  I  made  every  effort  to  prevent 
unlawful  and  unnecessary  seizures.  No  grain  and  but  few  cattle  were 
taken  previous  to  my  arrival  at  Peari  River.  After  crossing  I  had  to 
dejiend  upon  tlie  country  for  both,  for  which  proper  receipts  Avere 
always  given.  The  wagon-train  animals  were  in  such  poor  condition 
when  I  started  many  of  theui  had  to  be  left  on  the  road.  These  were 
generally  exchanged,  in  the  jiroportion  of  two  to  one,  for  better  animals 
whenever  amicable  arrangements  of  that  kind  could  be  made.  I  was 
much  annoyed  by  negroes  leaving  their  homes,  taking  animals  with 
them,  and  attaching  themselves  to  my  command.  All  mules  or  horses 
found  with  the  columu  impio])crly  belonging  tliere  have  iu  variably  been 


264  LOUISIANA   AND   THE   TRANS-MISSISSIPPI  [Chap.  LX. 

returned  ■wLenever  claimants  appeared ;  but  I  apprehend  that  there 
are  those  who  have  lost  such  animals  who  will  find  tliem  only  with  the 
crowd  which  I  would  not  permit  with  me,  but  most  likely  followed  me 
in.  The  condition  of  the  command  after  the  com])letiou  of  the  march 
was  excellent.  The  cavalry  horses  and  animals  of  the  pontoon  train 
were  in  better  condition  generally  than  when  the  command  started. 
Tliey,  with  all  other  animals,  were  supiilied  throughout  with  all  the 
grain  they  could  eat.  The  wagon  trains,  having  been  supplied  with  old 
and  broken-down  animals,  lost  many  on  the  march,  but  those  that  came 
througli  are  better  fitted  for  a  campaigii  to-day  than  they  were  three 
weeks  ago.  I  have  to  speak  very  highly  of  the  general  conduct  of  all 
the  troops  of  my  command  during  the  entire  march,  and  to  thank  the 
officers  of  the  diflerent  regiments,  almost  witliout  fexception,  for  their 
uniform  assistance  and  for  their  attention  to  duty.  The  pontoon  train 
which  accompanied  me  witb  its  detachment  of  pontoniers  is  one  of  the 
very  best  organizations  I  have  ever  met  in  service.  I  cannot  commend 
Lieutenant  Conrad,  its  commanding  officer,  too  highly  for  Lis  energy 
and  very  strict  attention.  The  pontoon  bridge  was  a  most  valuable 
auxiliary,  and  could  not  have  been  dispensed  with.  The  pioneer  corps, 
composed  of  detachments  from  each  regiment,  and  all  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  M.  Thornburgh,  Fourth  Tennessee  Cavalry, 
labored  most  assiduously,  and  is  deserving  of  especial  credit  for  the 
great  amount  of  work  done  on  the  route,  and  for  the  thoroughness  with 
which  it  Avas  done. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv- 
ant, 

J.  BAILEY, 
Brig.  Gen.,  Gomilf/.  Second  Brigade.,  Second  Division  of  Cavalry, 

Military  JMvision  of  West  Mississippi. 
Maj.  Gen.  P.  J.  OsTEunAus, 

Chief  of.  Staff,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi. 

MAY  10-19,  1865.— Scout  from  Fort  Sumner,  N.  Mex. 

Report  of  Capt.  Emil  Fritz,  First  California  Cavalry. 

Headquaetees, 
Fort  Sumner,  N.  Mex.,  May  19,  1865. 
Capt.  Ben.  C.  Cutlee, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Dept.  of  New  Mexico,  Santa  Fe,  N.  Mex. : 
Captain:  Inclosed  please  find  the  report  of  Captain  Fritz,  who 
returned  to  this  post  to-day.  The  Indians  mentioned  as  being  on  the 
Itio  Salado  will  be  sent  for  on  the  21st  instant.  I  would  respectfully 
suggest  that  a  party  of  troops  be  ordered  to  bring  in  those  said  to  be 
in  the  mountains  east  of  Albuquerque. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  McOLEAVE, 
Major,  First  California  Cavalry,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure.] 

FoET  Sumnee,  K.  Mex.,  May  19, 1865. 
LiETTTENANT:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  left  this  post  on 
May  10,  1865,  per  Special  Orders,  No.  57,  dated  headquarters  Fort 
Sumner,  N.  Mex.,  May  !),  18G5,  and  proceeded  in  the  direction  of  Fort 
Basconi  to  Eio  de  las  Conchas  and  Cliaperita,  and  from  there  down  the 
Pecos  back  to  Fort  Sumner,  where  1  arrived  tins  morning.     On  my 
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first  day's  march  I  met  three  Navajo  Indians  going  to  the  Bosque, 
returning  from  hunting  on  the  Llano  Bstacado.  These  Indians  told 
me  that  all  the  Indians  (Navajoes)  out  hunting  now  on  the  Llano  were 
returning  to  the  Bosque  and  would  all  be  in  in  two  days.  They  also 
told  me  they  had  seen  Comanche  signs  some  twenty  miles  from  the 
Estacado,  but  only  tracks  of  a  few.  On  my  arrival  at  FortBascom  on 
the  12th  instant  I  found  eleven  Favajoes  there,  who  said  they  had  been 
hunting  and  would  return  to  Fort  Sumner  on  to-morrow.  I  requested 
Major  Bergmann,  commanding  Fort  Bascom,  to  confine  them  if  they  did 
not  start  for  their  homes  next  day,  and  all  others  that  may  come  near 
his  post  witiiout  passes  from  the  connnanding  ofQcer  at  Fort  Sumner. 
I  then  proceeded  up  the  Canadian  to  the  junction  of  the  Coucha  and 
followed  up  the  latter  stream.  Saw  a  great  many  herds,  but  no  com- 
plaints were  made  by  any  one,  although  Navajoes  had  been  seen  daily 
up  to  four  or  five  days  before  my  arrival.  Some  twelve  or  thirteen 
were  up  near  the  Cero  Oorazon  hunting  at  this  time,  but  I  could  not 
find  them.  I  told  some  of  the  herders  to  tell  them  from  me  to  return 
at  once  to  the  Bosque,  and  last  night  they  overtook  me  and  showed 
me  a  pass  they  had  permitting  tliem  to  be  absent  on  the  Gallinas,  near 
Hatch's  Ranch.  I  met  one  William  Booth,  major-domo  for  Mr.  Hayes, 
of  Las  Vegas,  who  told  me  that  on  May  11  he  killed  a  Navajo  Indian 
who  was  driving  off  three  head  of  cattle.  The  Indians  wounded  him 
first  with  a  rifle-bullet  in  the  hand.  There  were  four  in  all,  but  tbe 
others  ran  off.  I  then  started  for  the  Rio  Pecos,  and  near  Gallego's 
llanch  I  found  several  Navajocs,  three  men  and  ten  women,  whom  I 
brought  home.  Last  night  at  Alamo  Gordo  a  Navajo  chief  came  to 
me  and  told  me  that  on  the  Eio  Salado,  about  fifty  miles  from  here, 
there  were  a  great  many  Navajoes  who  only  were  waiting  for  rain  in 
order  to  go  to  Canon  de  Chelly,  and  that  they  had  asked  him  to  go 
with  them,  and  also  that  a  woman  came  to  his  camp  from  mountains 
this  side  of  Albuquerque  (I  suppose  Sierra  Pedernal),  who  said  there 
were  three  rancherios  in  those  mountains  waiting  for  the  Indians  on 
the  Salado  and  for  rain  in  order  to  return  to  their  own  country. 
Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  EMIL  FRITZ, 

Captain,  First  California  Cavalry. 

First  Lieut.  B.  Taylor,  Jr., 

Fifth  U.  S.  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant. 


MAY  11-14,  1865.— Expedition  from  Brazos  Santiago,  Tex.,  with  skirmishes 
(12th  and  13th)  at  Palmetto  Ranch  and  (13th)  at  White's  Ranch. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1.— Col.  Theodore  H.  Barrett,  Sixty-second  U.  S.  Colored  Troops. 
No.  2.— Lieut.  Col.  David  Branson,  Sixty-second  U.  S.  Colored  Troops. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Col.  Theodore  H.  Barrett,  Sixty-second  U.  S.  Colored  Troops. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brtg.,  First  Div.,  25th  Army  Corps, 

Camp  near  Brownsville,  Tex.,  August  10,  1865. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
action  at  Palmetto  Ranch,  Tex.,  May  13,  18G5,  the  last  engagement  of 

On  the  evening  of  May  11, 1865,  an  expedition  consisting  of  250  men 
of  the  Sixty-seconil  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  properly  officered,  and  fitty 
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ineu  aitrt  two  officers  of  the  Second  Texas  Cavalry  (not  yet  mounted), 
tlie  wliole  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Branson,  of  tlic  Sixty-second  U.  S. 
Colored  Infantry,  was  sent  by  nie,  then  commauding  (J.  S.  forces  at 
Brazos  Santiago,  Tex.,  from  tlie  island  onto  the  mainland.  Crossing 
the  Boca  Chica,  which  owing  to  a  severe  storm  was  effected  with  difti- 
culty,  the  force  marched  nearly  all  night,  and  after  a  short  rest,  early 
next  morning  attacked  a  strong  outpost  of  the  rebels  at  Palmetto 
l.'auch,  Tex.,  on  the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande.  The  enemy  was  driven 
in  confusion  from  his  position,  his  camp,  camp  e(|uipage,  and  stores 
falling  intoour  hands.  Some  horses  and  cattle  were  also  captured  and 
a  number  of  prisoners  taken.  Destroying  such  stores  as  could  not  be 
transported,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Brausoii  returned  to  the  vicinity  of 
White's  Eaucb,  and  took  up  his  position  for  the  night.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  13th  about  200  men  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Indiana  Veteran 
\'ohinteer  Infantry,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Morrison,  joined  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Branson.  Assuming  command  in  person  of  the  forces 
thus  united,  I  at  once  ordered  an  advance  to  be  again  made  in  the 
direction  of  I'almetto  Kanch,  which,  upon  the  retirement  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Branson,  had  been  reoccupied  by  the  rebels.  The  enemy's 
cavalry  were  soon  encountered.  Driving  them  before  us,  we  reached 
the  ranch  by  7  or  8  a.  m.,  and  again  c()m])elled  the  rebels  to  abandon 
it.  Such  stores  as  liad  escaped  destruction  the  day  ])revious  were  now 
destroyed,  and  tlie  buildings  which  the  enemy  had  turned  into  bar- 
racks were  burned,  in  order  that  they  might  no  longer  furnish  him 
(;ouvenient  shelter.  A  detachment  was  here  sent  back  to  Brazos  San- 
tiago with  our  wounded  and  the  i)risoners  and  captures  of  the  day  pre- 
vious. The  remainder  of  the  force  was  ordered  to  advance.  Nearly 
the  entire  forenoon  [May  13|  was  spent  in  skirmishing.  Tlie  enemy, 
though  taking  advantage  of  every  favorable  ])nsitiou,  was  everywhere 
easily  driven  back.  Early  in  the  afternoon  a  sharp  engagement  took 
place,  which,  being  in  the  chaparral,  was  attended  witli  comparatively 
little  loss  to  us. 

In  this  engagement  our  forces  charged  the  enemy,  comi)elied  him  to 
abandon  his  cover,  and,  i)ursuing  him,  drove  him  across  an  0])','U  prairie 
beyond  the  rising  ground  completely  out  of  sight.  The  enemy  having 
been  driven  several  miles  since  daylight,  and  our  men  needing  rest, 
it  was  not  deemed  prudent  to  advance  farther.  Therefore,  relinquish- 
ing the  i)ursuit,  we  returned  to  a  hill  about  a  mile  from  Palmetto  llanch, 
where  the  Tiiirty-fourtli  Indiana  had  already  taken  its  position.  About 
4  p.  m.  the  rebels,  now  largely  re-enforced,  again  reapi>eared  in  our 
front,  opening  lire  upon  us  with  both  artillery  and  snmll-aims.  At  the 
same  time  a  heavy  body  of  cavalry  and  a  section  of  a  battery,  under 
cover  of  the  thick  chaparral  on  our  right,  had  already  succeeded  in 
Hanking  us  with  the  evident  intention  of  gaining  our  rear.  With  the 
Ilio  Grande  on  our  lelt,  a  sux^erior  force  of  the  enemy  in  front,  and  his 
Hanking  force  on  our  right,  our  situation  was  at  this  time  extremely 
critical.  Having  no  artillery  to  oppose  the  enemy's  six  l2-]i(mnder  fielil 
]iicces,  our  position  became  untenable.  We  therefore  fell  back,  lighting. 
This  movement,  always  difticult,  was  doubly  so  at  tliis  time,  having  to 
be  i)erformed  under  a  heavy  Are  from  both  front  and  Hank.  Forty-eight 
men  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Indiana  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry,  under 
Captain  Tempter,  put  out  as  skirmishers  to  cover  their  regiment,  were, 
while  stubbornly  resisting  the  enemy,  cut  off  and  captnred  by  the  ene- 
my's cavalry.  The  Sixty-second  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry  being  ordered 
to  cover  our  forces  while  falling  back,  over  half  of  that  regiment  were 
deployed  as  skirmishers,  the  remainder  acting  as  their  support.    This 
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skirmish  line  was  nearly  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  length  and,  reach- 
ing from  the  river  bank,  was  so  extended  as  to  protect  both  our  front 
and  right  flank.  Every  attempt  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  to  break  this 
line  was  repulsed  with  loss  to  him,  and  the  entire  regiment  fell  ba(*k 
with  precision  aTid  in  perfect  order,  under  ciicuni stances  that  would 
have  tested  the  discipline  of  the  best  troops.  Seizing  upon  every  advan- 
tageous position,  the  enemy's  flre  was  returned  deliberately  and  with 
effect.  The  lighting  continued  three  liours.  The  last  volley  of  the  war, 
it  is  believed,  was  tired  by  the  Sixty-second  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry  about 
sunset  of  the  13th  of  May,  lS(i5,  between  White's  Itauch  and  the  Boca 
Cliica,  Tex.  Our  entire  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  captured  was  4 
ofticers  and  111  men.  In  several  instances  our  men  were  fired  ui)on 
from  the  Mexican  side  of  the  liio  Grande.  Upon  our  occupation  of 
Brownsville  a  few  days  later  it  was  reported,  upon  what  appeared  to  be 
good  authority,  that  during  the  engagemenfa  body  of  Imperial  cavalry 
crossed  the  liio  Grande  from  Matanioras  to  BroAvnsville,  doubtless  with 
a- view  of  aiding  the  rebels.  Eeports  in  detail  of  this  action  were  for- 
warded to  department  headquai ters  at  New  Orleans  shortly  after  the 
engagement  took  i)lace.  As  these  reports  may  never  have  reached  the 
Adjutant-General's  Office,  the  foregoing  statement  of  the  last  actual 
conHict  between  hostile  forces  in  the  great  rebellioTi  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted. 

I  am,  general,  with  high  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

THEODOllli  n.  BAliRlCTT, 
CoJo)icl  Si.vtij-sccond   U.  S.  Colored  Jnfantry. 

P.vt.  Maj.  CJen.  L.  TiiOMAS, 

Adjutant- General  U.  H.  Army. 


No.  2 
Report  of  TAeut.  Col.  David  Branson,  Sixty -.second  U.  S.  Colored  Troops. 

Hdqrs.  Sixty-second  Regt.  U.  S.  Coloked  Infantry, 

Brazos  Santiago,  Tex.,  May  11^,  1865. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  detailed  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  troops  under  my  command  on  the  lltli,  12th,  13th,  and 
14th  of  this  month : 

On  the  morning  of  the  11th,  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  Col. 
T.  n.  Barrett,  commanding  post,  I  reported  at  4  a.  ni.  at  your  head- 
quarters at  the  landing  with  250  men,  proi)erly  officered,  ready  to  cross 
to  Point  Isabel.  A  storm  coming,  and  steamer  intended  to  be  used  for 
ferry  breaking  her  machinerv,  I  returned,  as  ordered,  to  camp,  and  pre- 
i)ared  to  cross  at  Boca  Chica,  with  100  rounds  of  ammunition  and  seven 
days'  rations  (afterward  five  days'  only,  by  Colonel  Bariett's  verbal 
order).  Owing  to  a  severe  storm  the  crossing  was  with  great  difhculty 
effected  bv  9.30  p.  m.,  with  2.50  of  the  Sixty-second  U.  S.  Colored 
Infantry,  and  50  men  of  Second  Texas  Cavalry,  not  mounted,  under 
First  Lieutenant  Hancock  and  Seccmd  Lieutenant  James.  Two  six-mule 
teams  were  taken  to  liaul  sur])lus  rations,  ammunition,  &c.  At  2  am. 
of  the  12th,  after  making  a  long  circuitous  march,  we  surrounded  White  s 
Baud.,  where  we  expected  to  capture  a  rebel  outpost  of  sixty-flve  men, 
horses  and  cattle,  but  they  had  been  gone  a  day  or  two.  Owing  to  the 
exhausted  condition  of  the  men  I  could  not  reac.h  Balraetto  Lanch 
before  daylight  to  surprise  it,  and  therefore  hid  my  command  in  a 
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thicket  and  amoTiff  weeds  on  the  banks  of  the  Kio  Grande  one  mile  and 
a  half  above  White's  Ranch,  where  we  remained  undiscovered  until  8.30 
a.  m.,  when  persons  on  the  Mexican  shore  seeing  us  started  to  give  the 
alarm  to  the  rebels.  At  the  same  time  soldiers  of  the  Imperial  Mexican 
Army  were  marching  up  that  bank  of  the  river.  I  immediately  started 
for  Palmetto  llancli,  skirmishing  most  of  the  way  with  the  enemy's 
cavalry,  and  drove  them,  at  noon,  from  their  cam]),  which  had  been 
occupied  by  about  190  men  and  horses,  capturing  3  prisoners,  2  horses, 
and  4  beef-cattle,  and  their  ten  days'  rations,  just  issued.  Halted  on 
the  hill  at  Palmetto  Ranch  to  rest  and  feed  men  and  animals.  While 
there  at  3  p.  mi  a  considerable  force  of  the  enemy  appeared,  and  the 
position  being  indefensible,  I  fell  back  to  White's  Ranch  for  the 
night,  skirmishing  some  on  the  way,  and  had  one  man  of  Second 
Texas  Cavalry  wounded.  At  the  latter  place  sent  a  message  to  Col. 
T.  IT.  Barrett,  commanding  post  Brazos  Santiago,  who  joined  me  at 
daybreak  of  the  13th  with  200  men  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Indiana  Volun- 
teer Infantry.  I  at  once  started  forward  by  Colonel  Barrett's  order, 
and  skirmishing  soon  commenced;  cojitinued  all  the  morning.  A  halt 
was  made  at  Palmetto  Ranch  and  the  remaining  supplies  of  the  enemy 
that  had  escaped  the  flames  the  day  before  were  now  burned.  Moving 
two  miles  forward  a  sharp  fight  took  place  in  the  thicket  on  the  river 
bank;  one  man  severely  wounded  therein. 

Afterward,  by  Colonel  Barrett's  order,  fell  back  one  mile  and  a  half 
to  a  bluff  on  the  river,  about  twelve  miles  from  Boca  Chica,  to  get  din 
ner  and  rest  for  the  night.  Here  at  4  p.  m.  a  large  force  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry  was  observed  endeavoring  to  gain  our  rear.  I  was  ordered  with 
the  regiment  to  form  line  obliquely  to  the  rear,  faced  toward  them.  As 
soon  as  formed,  and  while  awaiting  expected  cavalry  charge,  the  enemy 
from  a  hill  up  the  river  (one  mile  and  a  half  farther  on)  opened  with 
artillery,  doing  no  damage  and  creating  no  panic  in  my  command, 
when  I  moved  off,  as  ordered  by  Colonel  Barrett,  in  retreat,  furnishing 
140  men  for  skirmishers,  under  Captains  Miller  and  Coffin  and  Lieu- 
tenants Foster  and  Mead.  They  kept  the  enemy  at  a  respectful  dis- 
tance at  all  times  and  did  their  duty  in  the  best  possible  manner. 
Some  tem])orary  confusion  was  created  by  a  portion  of  the  Thirty- 
fourth  Indiana  breaking  through  my  regiment  at  double-quick  while  I 
was  marching  in  quick  time,  but  order  was  immediately  restored.  The 
retreat  was  conducted  by  the  right  flank,  for  the  reason  that  the  near- 
est body  of  the  enemy,  250  strong,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  were  evi- 
dently trying  to  gain  our  rear  and  a  favorable  opportunity  to  charge, 
which  was  each  time  prevented  by  halting  my  command  and  coming 
to  a  front,  thus  facing  him  with  the  river  at  our  backs.  The  force 
engaged  with  our  skirmishers  np  the  river  was  not  immediately  feared 
by  the  battalion,  being  so  much  farther  distant  and  their  lire,  both  of 
artillery  and  cavalry,  very  inaccurate.  Owing  to  this  same  flanking 
force  of  the  enemy,  our  skirmish  line  could  not  be  relieved  without 
exposing  the  men  and  our  colors  to  capture  while  rallying.  Our  losses 
of  ordnance,  seven  Enfield  rifles  and  acconterments,  of  camp  and  gar- 
rison equipage  light.  Casualties,  two  men  missing,  supposed  to  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  enemy.*  The  men  did  their  duty  nobly.  Lieutenant 
Kantrener,  my  acting  adjutant,  was  especially  gallant,  assisting  in 
every  part  of  the  field.  Captain  Dubois  and  Lieutenants  Stewart 
and  Franzman  stuck  to  flieir  places  and  kept  their.men  in  order  under 
very  trying  circumstances.  First  Sergeants  Shipley,  Company  E,  and 
Brown,  Company  D,  proved  themselves,  as  far  as  field  duty  is  neces- 

*  Noiuiual  list  of  casualties  (here  omitted)  sliows  five  moii  wouuded. 
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sary,  fit  to  command  companies.  We  reached  Boca  Ghica  at  8  p.  m. 
and  crossed  at  4  a.  m.  of  the  14th,  having  at  the  time  four  men  miss- 
ing, two  of  whom  afterward  escaped  from  the  enemy.  The  entire  oper- 
ation demonstrated  the  fact  that  the  negro  soldiers  can  march;  also 
that  this  regiment  can  keep  order  in  the  ranks  and  be  depended  upon 
under  trying  circumstances.  Great  skill  in  skirmishing  was  exhibited 
by  Captain  Miller  and  Lieutenant  Foster  and  the  men  under  their  com- 
mand. The  Texas  cavalry,  not  yet  mounted,  officers  and  men,  while 
under  my  command,  behaved  splendidly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  BRANSON, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Gomdg.  Sixty-second  U.  S.  Colored  Infty, 
Lieut.  L  B.  Eush, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  U.  S.  Forces.  Brazos  Santiago,  Tex. 


MAY  12-14,  1865.— Scout  from  Cottonwood,  Nebr.  Ter. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Martin  B.  Cutler,  First  Battalion  Nehrasha  Cavalry. 

Post  Cottonwood,  Nebr.  Tek.,  May  18, 1865. 
Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report : 
I  was  sent  with  twenty-three  mounted  [men]  (eighteen  of  my  company 
and  five  of  Company  C,  Third  U.  S.  Volunteer  Infantry)  east  as  far  as 
Smith's  Kanch  as  escort  to  Surgeon  Willey,  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry,  to 
attend  wounded  soldiers  at  Smith's  Ranch  and  to  render  what  assist- 
ance I  could  to  Capt.  C.  F.  Porter.  Left  Cottonwood  at  3  p.  m.  May  12, 
1865,  expecting  to  return  same  evening  or  following  morning.  When 
arriving  at  Oilman's  Station,  fifteen  miles  east  of  this  post,  I  found 
that  Capt.  C.  F.  Porter  was  after  Indians  who  had  shot  two  men  at 
Smith's  Ranch,  and  also  had  driven  off  some  of  Smith's  stock,  and  that 
he  was  crossing  Platte  River  two  miles  above  Smith's  Ranch  in  pursuit 
of  said  Indians.  I  borrowed  two  pounds  of  bacon  each  for  my  men, 
going  with  the  ambulance  to  within  about  two  miles  of  Smith's  Ranch. 
The  surgeon  thinking  he  would  not  need  the  escort  for  that  short  dis- 
tance, and  as  he  could  have  an  escort  on  return  trip  to  post  Cotton- 
wood, 1  started  to  join  Captain  Porter,  who  was  at  the  time  going  out 
of  the  river  on  the  north  side.  Finding  the  place  he  had  gone  into  the 
river,  I  halted  about  ten  minutes,  had  the  men  secure  their  arms  and 
ammunition,  and  started  to  cross  the  river  about  6.30  p.  m.  At  place  of 
crossing  the  river  is  about  one  inil6  wide  and  from  two  to  six  feet  deep, 
without  any  islands  till  within  a  short  distance  of  the  north  bank  of 
the  river.  Succeeded  in  getting  nineteen  men  and  eighteen  horses  over 
the  river  by  dark  (including  Lieutenant  Sheffield,  Seventh  Iowa  Cav- 
alry, who  went  as  a  volunteer,  and  myself).  Lost  one  horse  in  river  and 
sent  back  three  horses  after  finding  that  they  could  not  make  the  cross- 
ing Some  of  the  horses  were  not  able  to  carry  their  riders  but  a  short 
distance,  the  men  having  to  swim  or  wade  by  the  side  of  thejr  horses  a 
good  share  of  the  way,  thereby  losing  their  ammunition.  One  ot  the 
horses  that  did  get  over  had  given  out.  Left  him  and  rider  and  the 
man  who  lost  his  horse  in  the  river,  with  orders  to  return  to  Smith's 
Ranch  in  the  morning. 

On  examination  1  found  nearly  all  the  ammunition  destroyed  by 
water,  having  left  only  fifteen  rounds  to  the  man,  and  only  eighteen 
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men,  including  Lieutenant  SliefSeld  and  myself,  able  to  go  on.  Captain 
Porter  had  been  gone  about  two  hours  in  a  north  direction,  as  I  learned 
from  one  of  his  men  left  on  the  bank  of  the  river  to  inform  me  of  his 
course.  I  left  the  river  just  after  dark,  marching  in  a  northerly  direc- 
tion for  the  distance  of  about  four  miles  to  the  bluffs  where  Captain 
Porter  was  last  seen,  but  could  not  follow  his  trail  in  the  night. 
Thinking  that  Captain  Porter  would  travel  ten  or  twelve  miles,  being 
two  hours  in  advance,  and  wishing  to  be  in  his  vicinity  in  the  morning, 
I  marched  my  command  about  fifteen  miles,  camping  about  11  o'clock. 
At  daylight  in  the  morning  I  scattered  the  men  in  all  directions  to  find 
the  trail.  Found  it  at  7  a.  m.,  May  13,  about  five  miles  west  of  cainp. 
I  followed  the  trail  as  fast  as  possible  for  about  four  hours,  haying 
marched  about  twenty  or  twenty-five  miles,  most  of  the  time  in  a 
cation  running  from  northwest  to  southeast,  leaving  it  three  times, 
going  up  on  the  bluffs  for  a  mile  or  so  and  then  returning.  Arriving 
on  tlie  high  prairie  at  the  head  of  this  cailon  the  trail  could  no  longer 
he  seen,  they  having  scattered  out  without  leaving  any  sign  to  follow 
them  by.  1  then  se])arated  the  men  at  intervals  of  100  yards  and  con- 
tinued on  for  about  five  miles.  Could  not  discover  the  trail.  When 
about  twenty  miles  from  the  Platte  liiver  one  of  the  men  of  Company 
C,  Third  U.  S.  Volunteers,  was  taken  sick.  I  was  forced  to  send  a 
man  back  with  him  to  the  river,  thereby  reducing  our  number  to  six- 
teen men.  Concluding  that  Captain  Porter  had  lost  the  trail  at  the  same 
place  and  had  returned  by  some  other  route,  and  knowing  that  I  was 
about  forty  miles  from  Platte  Eiver,  the  men  being  without  water  since 
the  night  and  also  short  of  ammunition,  1  could  not  take  the  advance, 
and  if  Captain  Porter  had  returned  and  not  knowing  the  distaiu-e  to 
Wood  liiver,  as  we  had  been  going  in  a  northwest  direction,  I  thought 
best  to  return,  which  I  did.  Arrived  at  Platte  liiver  in  the  night. 
Crossed  next  morning.  Found  Captain  Weatherwax  with  fifty  men  on 
south  side,  near  Smith's  Ranch.  Said  he  would  cross  that  day.  I 
arrived  at  Gilman's  lianch  at  noon  and  at  jpost  Cottonwood  at  C  p.  m. 
May  14,  1805.  Same  evening  heard  that  Captain  Porter  had  returned. 
1  am,  lieutenant,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

MARTIN  B.  CUTLER, 
Firist  Lieut.  Company  C,  First  Battalion  Nebraslca  Vet.  Cav. 
Lieut.  Eugene  S.  Sheffield, 

Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry,  Post  Adjutant. 


MAY  13,  1865. — Skirmish  with  Indians  at  Dan  Smith's  Eanch,  near  Jules- 

hurg,  Colo.  Ter. 

Report  of  Capt.  George  F.  Price,  Seeond   California   Cavalry,  Acting 
Assistan t  A djntan t- General. 

JULESBUKG,  May  13,  1H65 — 5.30  p.  m. 
Twenty  or  thirty  Indians  attempted  to  run  off  stock  this  morning  at 
Dan  Smith's.  Troops  fought  them  all  morning.  Also  attacked  Captain 
Porter's  post  wagon  five  miles  below  Gilman's,  wounding  two  men. 
Three  Indians  killed.  Major  O'Brien  has  sent  all  mounted  men  he  has 
to  assist  Captain  Porter. 
Respectfully, 

GEO.  F.  PRICE, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
Brigadier-General  Connok. 
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MAY  14,  1866.— Skirmish  on  the  Little  Piney,  Mo. 

Report  of  Col.  John  Morrill,  Sixty -fourth  Illinois  Infantry,  commanding 

District  of  Holla. 

Hkadquauters  District  of  Eolla, 

Rolla,  Mo.,  May  ID,  1865. 
Captain  Murphy,  with  detachment  of  Texas  and  Pulaski  County 
militia,  attacked  a  i)arty  of  suerrillas  on  headwaters  of  Little  Tiney, 
killing  3  and  wounding  1.  On  the  14th  instant  a  detachment  of  ten 
men  of  the  same  company,  under  a  sergeant,  attacked  a  party  of 
thirty-live  guerrillas  near  the  same  place,  killing  2  and  wounding  4. 
The  guerrillas  tied  toward  Hartville.  With  such  leaders  as  Captain 
Murphy  the  militia  will  do  good  service. 

JOHN  MORRILL, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 
Maj.  J.  W.  Barnrs, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Haint  Louis. 


MAY  14-16,  1865.— Expedition  from  Brashear  City  to    Eatliff's  Planta 

tion,  La. 

Report  of  Lieut.    Charles   H.  Potter,  Eleventh    U.   S.  Colored  Heavy 

Artillery. 

Brashear,  ]\[ay  ]6, 1865. 
Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  a  tour  of  duty  as  officer  in 
coumiand  of  Hag-of  truce  boat,  steamer  Coriiie,  as  per  order  dated,  viz: 

Headqiartehs  U.  S.  Fouces, 

JSruslicar,  May  14,  1865. 

COMDG.  OfFICEH  BaTTN.  ELEVENTH    U.    S.    Col-ORED   HEAVY  ARTY.  : 

Sir:  You  will  fuinisli  a  iletail  of  lifteon  men,  imder  the  oliarge  of  Lieut.  Cliailes 
H.  Potter,  to  report  on  board  the  steamer  Coruio  imniedately.  The  men  will  ije 
lully  equipjted  and  armed  with  forty  rounds  of  ammunition  in  their  cartridge-boxes, 
and  one  day's  rations  in  their  haversacks.  Lieutenjiut  Potter  will  receive  further 
instruetions  on  board  the  Cornie. 

By  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  R.  F.  Atkins,  Ninety-eighth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry, 
commandiui;  post : 

W.  H.  STILLMAN, 
TAeutenant  and  Post  Adjutant. 

Tursnant  to  the  above  order  I  embarked  with  the  above  detail  S[)eci- 
fied  at  5.15  p.  in.  May  14,  1865,  and  proceeded  to  the  plantation  of  Mi-. 
John  Bertram  Blanco,  situated  on  Sand  Bayou,  about  three  miles  from 
Brashear  City,  where  we  found  the  estate  submerged,  about  four  ieet 
of  water  in  the  shallowest  i^aces.  Being  obliged  to  cut  away  the  raft- 
ers of  the  cattle  shed  iu  order  to  place  sufficient  gang  planks  for  the 
(;attle  to  come  on  board  the  steamer,  we  were  detained  some  time  at 
this  plantation,  where  we  received  on  board  about  twenty-five  head  of 
cattle,  twenty  hogs  and  shoats;  also  the  family  of  Mr.  Blanco,  consist- 
ing of  Mr.  John  Bertram  Blanco,  wife,  and  three  children;  total,  five. 
Then  we  received  at  Mr.  Valgrand  Verret's  two  beef  cattle,  which  we 
landed  at  Brashear  Monday  night,  May  15,  at  2  a.  m.,  and  crossed  the 
river  to  Berwick,  where  we  landed  stock  belonging  to  Blanco;  thence 
took  Uiiu  uu(l  family  to  Felright's  place,  about  a  mile  below  Berwick. 
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Allow  me  to  represent  that  in  Sand  Bayou,  whei'e  we  took  on  board 
Bertram  Blanco  and  Verret,  that  the  sweep  of  current  was  so  powerful 
as  to  carry  the  steamer  among  the  woods  on  the  starboard  quarter,  doing 
some  damage  to  the  boat,  fortunately  extricated  by  the  superior  man- 
agement of  Captain  Conklin;  also  among  the  intricate  labyrinths  of 
Bayou  renchant,  where  we  had  removed  Madam  Bailiff.  I  cannot  omit 
my  commendation  of  his  superior  judgment.  Thence  we  proceeded  at 
3  a.  m.  to  Bear's  plantation,  where  we  took  on  board  four  cords  of  wood 
and  left  immediately  for  Mr.  Ratlift's,  where  we  received  on  board  steamer 
thirty-five  head  of  cattle,  ten  head  of  sheep,  two  head  of  hogs;  also  Mrs. 
Lydia  Eatliff,  N.  C.  Bigler  (daughter  of  Mrs.  Katliff),  Miss  Julia  Ann 
Eatlifi" (daughter  of  Mrs.  Katliff),  Mr.  N.  C.  Bigler,  and  Mr.  Frank  Beadle. 
Took  on  board  two  cows  belonging  to  Beadle  from  Bayou  Chene.  From 
there  we  came  down  Bayou  Ghene  to  Bayou  Penchant,  and  passed 
through  the  most  intricate  swamp  and  bayou  I  have  ever  seen,  for  over 
twenty-live  miles,  where  we  arrived  at  8  o'clock  May  14, 1865,  at  a  point 
about  forty  feet  above  the  rise  of  water  at  that  time.  This  is  the  only 
land  I  have  seen  for  a  distance  of  nearlj'  fifty  miles  below  Berwick. 
8hew  Island,  about  half  a  mile  from  where  we  landed  Mrs.  Eatliff',  is 
in  Penchant  Lake,  but  not  where  we  could  reach  with  the  steamer,  and 
is  considerably  higher  than  any  land  in  that  precinct.  At  Madam  Eat- 
liff's  we  were  obliged  to  leave  sixty  "gums"  of  bees  drowned,  or  so 
infuriated  as  to  be  unapproachable.  Beal's  plantation,  on  Bayou  Chene, 
is  inundated.  Forty  head  of  cattle  we  could  not  move.  Mr.  F.  Beadle 
had  ten  head  of  cattle  and  many  others  we  could  not  receive,  that  must 
evidently  sufler,  if  not  perish.  The  rise  of  water  while  we  lay  at 
Madam  Eatlifl's  yesterday  was  nearly  four  inches  in  about  four  or  five 
hours.  Be  kind  enough  to  allow  me  to  represent  that  there  are  no 
quarters  on  board  steamer  for  any  officer  commanding  any  expedition; 
also  that  there  is  no  flag  of  truce  beloughig  to  said  boat. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  H.  POTTER, 

Ut  Lieut.  Go.  B,  11th  U.  S.  Colored  Heavy  Arty.,  Gomdg.  Expedition. 

Lieut.  W.  H.  Stillman, 

Post  Adjutant. 


MAY  15-17,  1865.— Scout  from  Pine  Bluff  to  Johnson's  Farm,  Ark.,  with 
skirmish  (16th)  on  the  Monticello  Road. 

Report  of  Capt.  John  H.  Norris,  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Company  M,  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry, 

Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  May  17,  1865. 
Captain:  In  obedience  to  orders  I  proceeded  on  Monday,  15th 
instant,  with  thirty  men  to  the  Johnson  iarni.  Lay  there  until  1  a.  m. 
16th  instant,  and  proceeded  with  Captain  Mallory  on  by-])aths  and 
neighborhood  roads  around  by  Price's,  Strong's,  and  Harris'.  Found 
no  enemy  at  either  place.  Harris  was  not  at  home.  His  wife  said 
Captain  Kidd  had  taken  him  off'  twelve  days  ago,  and  she  had  not 
heard  from  him  since.  We  proceeded  from  there  to  the  upper  Monti- 
.cello  road,  and  found  fresh  horse  tracks  coming  toward  Pine  Bluff.  I 
BOOH  learned  it  was  Ijieuteuaut  Dixon,  of  Captain  Kidd's  company,  with 
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eight  or  ten  inen.  I  pusLetl  forward  to  Busby's  Bridge,  and  hearing 
from  citizens  whom  1  met  that  Kidd  with  twenty  men  was  moving 
toward  Pine  Bluff  late  Monday  ul'teinoon,  I  resolved  (at  the  suggestion 
of  Captain  Mallory)  to  wait  tliere  a  few  hours,  hoping  to  meet  with  him 
or  Dixon.  Placed  one  platoon  under  Sergeant  Day,  of  Company  M, 
about  300  yards  this  side  of  the  house,  and  proceeded  with  the  remain- 
der below  the  crossing;  secreted  the  horses  and  awaited  his  arrival. 
In  about  one  hour  he  came  with  ten  or  twelve  men,  crossed  the  bayou, 
and  perceiving  us  moving  in  his  rear,  he  started  iu  a  gallop  up  the  road, 
and  ran  in  gunshot  of  yergeant  Day's  platoon.  Perceiving  them,  he 
halted  only  long  enough  to  tire  one  volley,  and  wheeled  to  his  left  into 
the  brush,  and  i)luuging  through  a  dense  thicltet  and  morass  succeeded 
in  reaching  the  bayou  and  crossing,  altliough  tlic  fire  was  vigorously 
returned  by  my  men,  and  the  whole  party  headed  off  from  passing  up 
or  down  the  bayou.  We  ca]jtmed  one  prisoner  and  several  ofUcial 
orders  and  documents  belongiug  to  Captain  Kidd,  including  his  com- 
pany roll,  all  of  Avhich  were  brouglit  in  yesterday  by  Captain  Mallory. 
I  do  not  know  that  any  were  wounded.  The  party  was  not  so  large  in 
the  afternoon  as  the  forenoon.  I  came  back  as  far  as  McGee's,  three 
miles,  hoping  to  meet  with  Dixon,  but  not  meeting  with  him  I  turned 
through  the  back  country  down  the  bayou,  lioping  to  meet  with  each 
of  them.  I  pushed  on  four  miles  below  Busby's  Bridge  to  Eodgers' 
(one  of  Kidd's  favorite  haunts),  but  Dixon  had  not  been  there,  and 
Kidd  with  a  few  men  only  had  passed  iu  a  great  hurry  about  two  hours 
before  I  arrived.  I  moved  from  there  on  the  other  side  of  the  bayou 
up  to  Busby's  Bridge  again,  and,  hoping  to  intercept  Dixon  or  some 
straggling  party,  I  camped  tliere  for  the  night.  Nothing  occurred.  I 
arrived  in  camp  at  noon  to-day.  My  opinion  is  that  Kidd  and  Dixon 
will  unite  and  operate  somewhere  in  the  bottom  below  here  for  a  short 
time,  or  will  fall  back  about  Brauchville,  between  here  and  Monticello. 
I  am  well  satisfied  that  there  is  a  small  force  at  Hamburg  and  Lacey, 
and  if  a  scout  of  100  or  150  men  should  be  sent  down  there  and  prop- 
erly managed  a  great  many  would  lay  down  their  arms  and  the 
remainder  would  be  easily  captured. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respecttully,  your  obedient 

servant, 

'  J.  H.  NOKKIS, 

Captain  Company  M,  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  Comdg.  Scout. 

Capt.  S.  Monte  Cambern, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


MAY  18,  1865. — Skirmish  with  Indians  near  Fort  Kearny,  Nebr.  Ter. 
Report  of  Lieut.  William  H.  Bartlett,  Third  U.  S.  Volunteers. 
Post  Cottonwood,  Nebe.  Ter.,  May  22, 1SC5. 
Sir  •  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  received  information  by 
letter  from  Jefferson  Fields,  late  fifth  sergeant  of  this  company,  to  the 
effect  that  on  the  10th  instant  he  left  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kaus.,  in 
charge  of  a  detachment  of  men  for  Fort  Kearny,  Nebr.  Ter  ;  au^  on 
the  18th  instant  was  attacked  by  Indians  and  lost  2  men  killed  and  0 
wounded,  he  being  one  of  the  latter,  having  received  an  arrow  tlirough 
Ws  left  shoulder.     Among  the  killed  was  Private  Wilham  J.  Mers,  of 
18  E  R— VOL  XLVllI,  PT   X 
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this  company,  and  among  the  wounded,  beside  the  above  mentioned, 
was  Priv.ite  Riualdo  Hedges,  also  of  this  comp<any.  One  of  the 
wounded  men  was  scalped.  The  wounded  are  at  Fort  Kearny.  Fields 
further  states  tliat  before  leaving  Fort  Leavenworth  he  made  applica- 
tion for  arms,  but  none  were  furnished  him.  In  my  opinion,  the  officer 
who  ordered  him  away  from  Fort  Leavenworth,  unarmed  as  he  was,  to 
make  a  march  of  nearly  300  miles  through  a  country  known  for  the 
most  part  to  be  infested  by  a  savage  and  barbarous  enemy,  and  unac- 
companied by  any  armed  force  whatever,  committed  a  grievous  error, 
and  should  be  held  to  account  for  so  flagrant  a  breach  of  humanity,  not 
to  say  neglect  of  duty;  and  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  to  the  facts  in  the  case,  and  respect- 
fully request  that  lie  take  the  matter  in  hand  and  ado])t  such  measures 
as  will  tend  to  attach  the  blame  where  it  belongs,  so  that  the  guilty  as 
well  as  the  innocent  may  share  in  the  sufferings  caused  by  some 
unworthy  official  dignitary's  mismanagement.  It  is  too  bad  to  have 
men  thus  massacred  and  not  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  primary  cause 
thereof  and  have  the  guilty  ones  punished. 

Hoping  that  action  will  be  taken  in  the  matter,  I  am,  very  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  II.  BARTLETT, 
First  Lieut.,  Third  liegt.  U.  8.  Volunteers,  Conuhj.  Company  C. 

Lieut.  J.  L.  Crowley, 

Adjutant  3d  Eegt.  V.  8.  Vols.,  Julesburg,  Colo.  Ter. 

[Firat  indorsomout.] 

Hdqrs.  Third  Hegiment  U.  S.  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Julesburg,  Colo.  Ter.,  May  :>4,  1865. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  headquarters  District  of  the  Plains,  for 
the  consideration  of  the  brigadier-general  commanding. 

0.  II.  McNALLY, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 

[Second  indoraemcnt.] 

Headquarters  District  op  the  Plains, 

Julesburg,  Colo.  Ter.,  May  27,  1865. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Col.  R.  R.  Livingston,  commanding  East 
Sub-District  of  the  Plains,  who  will  cause  an  immediate  and  searching 
investigation  of  within  alleged  circumstance  and  return  papers  to  this 
office. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Connor: 

GEO.  F.  PRICE, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjiitant- General. 

[Tliird  indorHuuicTlt.] 

Headquarters  East  Sub-District  of  the  Plains 

Fort  Kearny,  Nebr.  Ter.,  May  29,  ^865. 
Respectfully  returned,  with  the  information  that  an  investigation  has 
been  had,  and  the  report  forwarded  to  headquarters  District  of  the 
Plains  on  the  27th  instant. 

^  ,      ,  r..       .r ,  I'-  !'•  LIVINGSTON, 

Colonel  First  Nebraska  Veteran  Cavalry,  Comdg.  Sub-District 
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MAY  18,  1865. — Skirmisli  with  Indians  on  the  Coteau,  Minn. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen:  Henry  H.  Sibley^   U.  8.  Army,  commanding  District 

of  Minnesota. 

Headquarters  District  of  Minnesota, 

Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Haint  Paul,  Minn.,  May  28, 1865. 
Major:  I  am  liappy  to  bo  able  to  report  that  on  the  18tb  instant  a 
party  of  five  of  my  Indian  scouts,  beadcil  by  Charles  Crawford,  a 
mixed  blood,  discovered  and  immediately  atta<;ked  a  war  party  of  eight 
Sioux  who  were  coming  down  toward  the  settlements,  and  after  a  long 
and  exciting  pursuit  of  more  than  twenty-live  miles  three  of  the  hostile 
Indians  were  killed  and  the  remainder  only  escaped  by  abandoning 
their  food,  clothing,  and  other  eifects.  The  party  was  headed  by  Black 
Legs,  a  notorious  ruflian  (whose  brother  Avas  killed  last  year  by  our 
troops  south  of  the  Ridgely),  whose  arrival  on  the  frontier  I  have  been 
anticipating  for  some  weeks,  having  received  notice  of  his  intention  to 
revenge  the  death  of  his  relative.  The  encounter  above  narrated  took 
place  at  the  head  of  the  Coteau,  twenty  miles  above  Wadsworth.  A 
few  more  experiences  of  the  same  kind  will  cool  the  courage  of  the 
raiders,  I  am  much  pleased  with  the  zeal  and  fidelity  exhibited  by 
these  Sisseton  Sioux  scouts.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Adams,  commanding 
Third  Sub-District,  writes  from  Fort  Abercrombie,  23d  instant,  that 
information  had  been  sent  him  from  the  Upper  Cheyenne  River  by  Mr. 
Wilkie,  an  intelligent  half-breed,  formerly  a  member  of  the  Territorial 
Legislature  of  Minnesota.,  that  there  are  more  war  parties  leaving  the 
grand  rendezvous  near  Devil's  Lake  for  our  border  than  at  any  time 
since  the  commencement  of  the  war.  He  says  more  or  less  pass  down 
every  day.  It  is  to  be  legretted  that  the  fountain  of  the  evil  cannot  be 
reached  by  a  competent  force,  and  I  hope  General  Sully's  column  will 
be  directed  thither.  There  was  a  report  in  the  city  yesterday  that  six 
families  of  whites  had  been  butchered  by  the  Chlppewas  on  the  water 
of  the  Upper  Saint  Croix,  but  I  have  no  report  from  the  officer  stationed 
in  command  of  a  detachment  at  Chengwatona,  near  which  it  was  stated 
the  occurrence  took  place,  and  1  am  therefore  not  inclined  to  credit  the 
rumor,  although,  as  I  have  already  reported,  there  would  not  be  matter 
of  surprise  if  an  outbreak  should  take  place  in  that  quarter  at  any 
time. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  SIBLEY, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  C.  S.  Charlot, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Edqrs.  Dept.  of  the  Northwest,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


MAY  18-20,  1865.— Scout  from  Lebanon  to  Warsaw,  Mo. 
B^ort  of  Lieut.  Stephen  L.  Wiles,  Sixteenth  Missouri  Cavalry. 

Lebanon,  May  24, 1865. 
Personally  appeared  before  me  Lieut.  Stephen  L.  Wiles,  Company  H, 
Sixteenth  Missouri  Volunteer  Cavalry,  who  states  that  he  was  under 
command  of  Capt.  Morgan  Kelly,  Company  I,  Sixteenth  Missouri  Vol- 
unteer Cavalry,  ou  a  scout  after  the  rebels  which  passed  near  Lebanon. 
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The  scout  started  from  Lebanon,  Mo.,  in  pursuit  of  said  rebel  band 
on  tlie  18tli  instant;  marched  until  9  or  10  p.  m.,  traveling-  some  tbirty- 
flve  miles.  Ascertained  from  citizens  the  rebels  had  parsed  there  about 
one  hour  before  sunset.  Captain  Kelly  then  camped  for  the  night. 
Started  on  march  the  next  morning  half  an  liour  or  au  hour  after  sun- 
rise, traveling  very  hard  until  about  10  a.  m.,  when  Captain  Kelly 
received  information  that  Major  Oosgrove  and  the  rebels  were  fighting. 
Captain  Henderson  [.lic]  a  charge  about  three  miles,  where  we  caught 
two  men,  who  informed  Captain  Kelly  that  Cosgrove  liad  not  been 
lighting.  The  rebels  had  just  passed  through  the  prairie  about  three 
miles  ahead  of  our  scout  when  Captain  Kelly  halted  and  rested  the 
horses  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  during  which  time  fifteen  or 
twenty  citizens  came  to  the  scout.  Captain  Kelly  then  followed  on 
about  four  or  five  miles,  when  he  came  to  a  little  store  where  the  rebels 
stopped  about  half  an  hour.  Captain  Kelly  iialted  about  half  an  hour, 
chauging  horses.  Citizens  stated  the  rebels  were  one  hour  and  a 
quarter  ahead.  Captain  Kelly  marched  about  one  mile  aiid  a  half 
and  fed  the  horses,  stopping  about  one  hour;  then  Captain  Kelly 
marched  to  the  PommedeTerre  bridge,  where  the  captain  had  informa- 
tion that  the  rebels  would  cross.  He  arrived  at  the  bridge  about  12 
p.  m.,  leaving  about  thirty  men,  whose  horses  had  given  out  before  he 
reached  the  bridge.  Guarded  the  bridge  until  daylight  the  next  morn- 
ing, when  he  started  for  Warsaw.  On  arriving  there  Captain  Kelly 
learned  the  rebels  had  been  there  late  the  evening  before.  Failing  to 
cross,  they  started  in  direction  of  the  bridge.  Captain  then  received 
information  from  citizens  that  the  rebels  had  crossed  the  Pomme  de 
Terreone  mile  above  the  bridge  about  one  hour  before  dajdight,  march- 
ing in  direction  of  (Juincy.  The  rebels  were  then  about  nine  miles 
and  four  hours  ahead.  The  most  of  the  scout  were  unable  to  keep 
up  the  pursuit  farther.  The  captain  then  turned  the  scout  and  marched 
thence  to  Lebanon. 

STEPHFm  L.  WILES, 
Lieutenant,  Sixteenth  Cavalry  Missouri   Volunteers. 
Brigadier-General  Sanborn. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  24th  day  of  May,  1865. 

-lOHN  II.  FOSTEK, 
Assistant  Provost- Marshal. 


MAY  18-27,  1865.— Expedition  against  Indians  in  Dakota  Territory. 

Report  of  Col.  Thomas  Moonlight,  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  North  Sub-District  of  the  Plains, 

Fort  Laramie,  DaJc.  Ter.,  May  27, 1865. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
capture  of  Two  Face  and  Klack  Foot,  Sioux  chiefs  of  the  Ogalalla 
tribe,  along  with  their  band,  and  of  the  execution  of  the  two  chiefs: 

About  the  18th  instant  some  Indians  were  discovered  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Platte  near  the  Indian  village,  encamped  ten  miles  east  of 
Laramie.  Mr.  Elston,  in  charge  of  Indian  village,  took  a  party  of 
Indian  soldiers  and  captured  wliat  was  found  to  be  Two  Face,  having  a 
white  woman  prisoner  (Mrs.  Eubauks)  and  her  little  daughter,  whomlie 
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had  purcLased  from  the  Cheyennes.  During  the  same  evening  and  next 
morning  early  the  other  Indians  who  were  with  Two  Face,  and  who  had 
fled  on  approach  of  Elston's  party,  Avere  also  captured  and  all  lodged 
in  guard -house  here.  Mrs.  Eubauks  gave  information  of  whereabouts  of 
Black  Foot  and  the  village,  and  a  party  of  Indian  soldiers  started  to 
bring  them  in,  dead  or  alive.  The  village  was  found  about  100  miles 
northeast  of  here,  on  Snake  Fork,  and  compelled  to  surrender  without 
being  able  to  make  any  tight.  Black  Foot  and  his  companions  were 
]>laced  in  the  guardhouse  with  the  others,  making  six  men  in  confine- 
ment. Both  of  the  chiefs  openly  boasted  that  they  had  killed  white 
men  and  that  they  would  do  it  again  if  let  loose,  so  I  concluded  to  tie 
them  up  by  the  neck  with  a  trace  chain,  suspended  from  a  beam  of 
wood,  and  leave  them  there  without  any  foothold.  The  property  cap- 
tured was  as  follows:  Six  U.  S.  mules,  3  U.  S.  horses,  5  nmles  not 
branded,  but  I  believe  claimed  by  some  party  down  tbe  river;  15  ponies 
in  miserable  condition,  which  1  left  in  charge  of  Mr.  Elston  for  the  use 
of  the  Indian  soldiers  in  scouting.  The  other  animals  were  turned  in 
to  the  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  to  be  taken  up  on  his  return. 
On  the  person  of  Two  Face  was  found  $220  in  greenbacks,  which  I 
gave  to  Mrs.  Eubanks;  also  $50  taken  from  another  of  the  band. 
This  lady  was  captured  by  the  Oheyeunes  on  Little  Blue  last  fall,  where 
her  husband  Mas  killed  along  with  several  others.  She  was  treated  in 
a  beastly  manner  by  the  Cheyennes,  and  purchased  from  them  during 
the  winter  by  Two  Face  and  Black  Foot,  who  compelled  her  to  toil  and 
labor  as  their  squaw,  resorting  in  some  instances  to  lashes.  She  was 
in  a  wretched  condition  when  she  was  brought  in,  having  been  dragged 
across  the  Platte  with  a  rope.  She  was  almost  naked,  and  told  some 
horrible  talcs  of  the  barbarity  and  cruelty  of  the  Indians. 
I  am,  captain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  MOONLIGHT, 
Colonel  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  Commanding. 

Capt.  George  F.  Price, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Distriet  of  the  Plains,  Juleshurg,  Colo. 


MAY  19-20,  1865. — Scout  from  Sweetwater  Bridge  to  Whisky  Gap,  Dak. 

Ter. 

Report  of  Capt.  James  E.  Greer,  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Station, 
Sweettvater  Bridge,  Dak.  Ter.,  May  23,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  pursuant  to  order  from  these 
headquarters,  a  scout  of  fifteen  men  under  command  of  Lieut.  James  J. 
Clancy,  upon  a  report  by  hunters  of  the  presence  of  Indians  in  the 
vicinity  of  Whisky  Gap  of  the  Medicine  Bi>w  Mountains,  started  from 
this  station  at  noon  on  the  lOth  instant  in  pursuit.  Scout  passed 
through  the  gap,  thence  to  the  southeast;  struck  the  enemy's  trail  run- 
ning directly  southward.  No  Indians  were  seen  and  no  other  sign  than 
their  trail.  The  lieutenant  commandnig  thinks  these  were  a  party  out 
for  the  double  purpose  of  hunting  and  stealing  and  estimates  their 
number  at  fifteen.  The  hunting  party  above  mentioned  came  in  con- 
tact with  and  fired  upon  them,  but  being  on  foot  did  not  seek  further 
fight.    The  Indians,  however,  moved  oft'  without  paying  them  a  pass- 
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ing  notice  more  thau  changing  their  direction  of  march.    Tliey  were 
well  mounted  and  carried  sliields.    One  of  the  party  was  taken  to  be  a 
white  man.     Distance  traveled  by  the  scouting  party,  sixty-six  miles, 
Ketiu-ned  on  the  evening  of  tlie  20th  instant. 
KespectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  E.  GEEER, 
Captain,  Commanding/  Stalion. 
Lieut.  I.  I.  Taeer, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


MAY  19-22,  1865.— Scout  from   Kingsvllle,  Mo. 
Report  of  Lieut.  Morris  8.  Bice,  Fifty-first  Wisconsin  Infantrjf.. 

MEMORANDA. 

Started  from  Kingsville  at  0  p.  m.  of  the  19th  instant;  marched  in  a 
northeasterly  direction  about  two  miles;  crossed  two  small  belts  of 
timber,  respectively  one  and  one  mile  and  a  half  from  camji;  reached 
the  old  distillery  and  turned  due  north;  crossed  another  belt  of  timber 
about  one-quarter  of  a  mile  wide,  some  thick  brush  with  small  timber 
running  about  east  and  west;  came  out  on  a  small  prairie  and  turnedl 
about  northwest,  and  traveled  two  or  two  [miles]  and  a  half,  then  struck 
Little  Blackwater  Bottoms,  traveled  about  one  and  a  half  or  two  miles 
in  it  in  a  northwest  course,  then  changed  to  north  and  went  about  the 
same  distance.  Bottoms  [had]  some  large  timber  with  very  thick 
growth  of  underbrush.  At  12  m.  camped  until  daylight  in  the  woods. 
No  sign  of  the  enemy  yet.  [May]  20,  started  at  daylight  and  passed  a 
cross-road.  Before  we  had  gone  more  than  one-quarter  of  a  mile  turned 
due  west;  moved  up  a  little  ways  and  got  breakfast;  moved  on  at  sun- 
rise, still  going  west.  In  about  half  a  mile  came  out  on  a  small  prairie, 
crossed  over  into  Blackwater  woods,  again  traveling  a  little  north  of 
west  for  about  two  miles,  then  followed  the  creek  uj)  nearly  north  for 
three  miles,  then  moved  due  west  one  mile.  Are  now  in  the  knobs ; 
timber  pretty  heavy,  with  less  underbrush.  Passed  by  Howe's  Quarry. 
Stopped  about  9  a.  m.  on  tlie  road  running  north  and  south,  over  which 
a  large  body  of  cavalry  had  passed  but  a  short  time  before,  going  north. 
Are  now  about  seven  miles  from  Kingsville,  a  little  west  of  north. 
11  a.  m.,  moved  due  north  half  a  mile  to  an  old  log  school-house. 
Country  very  hilly,  with  good  deal  of  timber.  Stopped  here  at  forks 
of  the  Lexington  road  until  almost  dark,  then  moved  forward  on  the 
Lexington  road  one  mile  and  a  half  to  Mrs.  Ellis'  house.  Learned  that 
Jim  Smith  was  here  at  dark  last  night  with  four  men;  think  he  stayed 
all  night.  Met  a  scouting  party  of  the  Fifty-second  [Wisconsin].  They 
moved  up  the  Blackwater  woods  on  the  trail  of  Smith  and  others. 
[May]  21,  started  out  this  morning  in  a  westerly  direction;  struck  the 
trail  of  three  men  mounted;  followed  them  through  the  woods  of  Biff 
Creek  about  ten  miles,  when  they  struck  across  the  prairie  and  1  could 
not  follow  any  farther.  Timber  of  the  woods  light,  Avith  very  thick 
brush.  Struck  due  south  two  miles  and  struck  the  Shawnee  trail- 
moved  then  some  east  of  south  for  about  three  miles  into  the  woods 
again;  crossed  over  Big  Creek  just  before  dark  and  secreted  my  men 
at  Haunt's  house;  moved  to  camp  at  3  a.  m.  of  22d,  distant  four  [miles] 
and  a  half  and  nearly  south. 
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tindoraement.] 

Ueadquakters  Fifty-fikst  Wisconsin  Volunteers, 

Kimjsville,  May  23,  1865. 
The  foregoiug  memoranda  were  handed  to  me  by  Lieutenant  Rice,  of 
Company  (J  of  this  regiment,  who  commanded  a  scouting  party  from 
('ompanies  0  and  D,  consisting  of  twenty  enlisted  men  and  the  lieu- 
tenant commanding.    The  lieutenant  is  now  absent  on  another  scout. 

JOHN  B.  VLIET, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Begiment. 


MAY  19-26,  1865.— Scout  from  Fort  Keamy,  Nebr.  Ter. 
Report  of  Capt.  Edioin  li.  Nash,  Omaha  Scouts. 

Fort  I^eaeny,  Nebr.  Ter.,  May  28,  1865. 
Sir:  On  the  19th  day  of  May,  1805,  I  was  [ordered]  by  Col.  E.  R. 
Livingston,  commanding  East  Sub-District  of  the  Plains,  to  proceed, 
with  every  available  man  of  my  company,  south  of  Fort  Kearny  to  the 
Blue  River,  and  instructed,  in  case  1  found  no  trail  of  Indians  north  of 
that  river,  to  cross  it  and  proceed  to  the  Republican  River  and  search 
until  I  succeeded  in  finding  a  trail,  and  in  case  I  did  to  follow  it  and  kill 
und  capture  every  Indian  I  could  find.  In  obedience  to  these  instruc- 
tions I  mounted  every  man  I  could  and  left  Fort  Kearny  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  19th  with  forty-nine  men,  and,  striking  in  a  due  southern 
direction,  marched  all  night  and  struck  the  Blue  River  at  the  head- 
waters at  daylight  the  next  morning.  I  camped  there  two  hours,  and 
marched  to  the  Republican  River,  reaching  it  about  G  o'clock  on  the 
evening  of  the  20th ;  camped  until  3  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  21st, 
and  marched  in  a  due  southern  direction  all  day,  and  went  into  camp 
on  a  high  bluff  for  the  night.  Had  no  water,  and  none  near  us  for  some 
miles.  Started  at  4  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  22d,  and  taking  a 
southeast  course,  went  all  day  without  finding  a  single  trail.  I  camped 
on  the  evening  of  the  22d  on  a  small  creek  called  by  the  Indians  Sleep- 
ing Water.  While  in  camp  I  sent  out  some  of  my  men  to  look  around 
this  creek,  and  while  out  they  discovered  fresh  signs  of  Indians  going 
in  a  northeast  direction,  the  signs  twenty-four  hours  old.  I  started 
before  daylight  the  following  morning  (23d)  and  followed  the  trail,  and 
discovered  the  Indians  ahead  of  us,  about  3  p.  m.  As  soon  as  they 
discovered  us  they  prepared  for  battle,  and  as  soon  as  I  came  within 
range  I  charged  them  with  my  squadron,  when  they  fled  precipitately, 
leaving  all  their  camp  equipage  and  provisions,  &c.,  and  after  pursuing 
them  four  miles  I  got  sufficiently  near  them  to  discover  they  were  Paw- 
nees. I  stopped  them  and,  halting  my  men,  I  ordered  the  Pawnees,  who 
now  were  near  me,  to  go  back  to  their  camp  and  carry  their  provisions, 
&c.,  with  them  and  accom])any  me  back.  They  did  so.  One  of  the 
Pawnees  went  aside  from  the  rest  of  the  party  and  one  of  my  men, 
thinking  he  was  trying  to  escape,  fired  at  the  Pawnee,  but  did  not  hit 
him,  but  struck  and  killed  his  pony.  I  now  formed  my  men  as  guards 
and  escorted  the  Pawnees  as  far  as  Buffalo  Station  (the  next  station 
below  Pawnee  Station)  and  there  left  them  camped  on  a  small  creek 
near  the  road.  They  assured  me  that  they  were  going  to  their  agency 
near  Columbus,  Nebr.  Ter.,  and  after  leaving  them  I  proceeded  imme- 
diately for  Fort  Kearny,  Nebr.  Ter.,  where  I  arrived  at  10.30  o'clock  on 
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the  2Gtb.  There  were  355  Pawnees.  The  Pawnees  had  fonr  American 
liorses,  large,  serviceable  farm  horses  (no  marKS),  and  five  mules  (two 
large  bay,  tails  shaved).  The  other  three  I  cannot  accurately  describe. 
The  Pawnees  seemed  anxious  to  sell  tlie  two  bay  mules,  saying  they 
had  recently  found  them.  I  saw  no  marks  on  them.  One  party  told 
me  they  had  been  out  five  days,  and  the  others  told  me  that  they  had 
been  out  nine  days,  all  on  a  buffalo  hunt.  They  had  an  immense 
amount  of  buffalo  meat,  which  was  still  fresh,  and  I  saw  several  fresh 
skeletons  of  buffalo  Avhile  on  the  march. 

All  of  which  I  respectfully  submit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  R.  NASH, 
Captain  Company  A,  Omaha  Scouts. 

Lieut.  Samuel  A.  Lewis, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  East  Sub-District  of  the  Plains, 

Fort  Kearny,  Nehr.  Ter. 

[Indorsement.] 

Heauqitaktekr  East  Suh-Bistrict  of  the  Plains, 

Fori  Kearny,  May  26,  1865. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  headquarters  District  of  the  Plains  for  the 
information  of  the  general  commanding. 

Evidence  proves  conclusively  that  the  mules  mentioned  within  were 
part  of  the  team  accompanying  detachment  Third  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
attacked  by  Indians  on  the  Little  Blue,  18th  instant.  The  four  horses 
agree  in  number  with  the  four  reported  being  run  off — two  from  Buffalo 
and  two  from  Pawnee  Station — while  the  entire  absence  of  any  trail 
from  the  west  along  the  liei)ublican  or  Little  IJlue,  and  the  presence  of 
the  Pawnees  on  the  road  at  the  time  of  the  attack,  fixes  the  atrocious 
murder  of  our  men  on  the  Pawnees.  Had  Cheyennes  or  Sioux  per- 
petrated this  deed  their  trail  would  have  been  found  by  the  detach- 
ment under  Captain  Nash,  as  they  would  have  necessarily  come  from 
the  west  or  south.  Such,  however,  is  not  the  case.  The  trail  found, 
and  the  only  one  found,  was  a  Pawnee  trail,  as  stated  within.  I  have 
telegraphed  headquarters  for  instructions. 

R.  R.  LIVINGSTON, 

Colonel  First  Nebraska  Cavalry  Veteran  Vols.,  Comdg.  Sub-District. 


MAY  19-JXrNE  2,  1865.— Scout  from  Fort  Kearny  to  the  Little  Blue  River, 

Nebr.  Ter. 

Report  of  Capt.  Lee  P.  Gillette,  First  Nebraslm  Cavalry. 

Post  Fort  Kearny,  Nebr.  Ter.,  June  2, 1865. 
Lieutenant:  Iji  obedience  to  instructions  received  from  headquar- 
ters East  Sub-Distri(^t  of  the  Plains,  I  marched  from  this  post  on  the 
19th  of  May,  18C5,  at  9  p.  ni.  with  an  officer  and  fifty  enlisted  men  of  the 
First  Nebraska  Vetcraii  (Javaby  to  the  scene  of  the  late  Indian  depre- 
dation on  the  Little  Bine.  I  arrived  at  Elm  Creek,  near  which  station 
the  attack  was  made,  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  20th,  having 
marched  thirty-fonr  miles.  From  this  station  I  sent  Lieutenant  Leland 
and  ten  enlisted  men  of  my  command  to  follow  the  trail  made  by  the 
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Indians  who  attacked  the  -wagon  transporting  soldiers  on  tlie  18th 
instant,  with  instructions  that  if  he  found  a  fresh  trail  to  notify  me  at 
once  by  a  courier,  otherwise  to  report  to  me  at  Pawnee  Eanch,  ten 
miles  below  Elm  Creek,  scouting  both  sides  of  the  Little  Blue  in  search 
f>t  signs.    At  10  a.  m.  I  left  Elm  Creek  and  marched  to  Pawnee  Ranch, 
where  I  went  into  camp.    On  my  march  I  discovered  a  lodge-pole  trail 
ninning  north,  which  evidently  had  been  made  several  days  previous 
Lieutenant  Leland  reported  shortly  after  my  arrival,  and  said  the  trail 
crossing  the  Little  r>luo  was  very  small,  and  almost  entirely  disappeared 
on  its  south  bank,  and  in  his  opinion  would  not  warrant  following.    At 
4  a.  m.  May  21  I  left  Pawnee  Eanch  in  a  southerly  direction,  leaving 
wagons  and  guard  often  men  to  go  by  the  road  to  Little  Blue  Station. 
I  scouted  Liberty,  Ox  Bow,  and  Elk  Creeks  and  the  country  adjacent 
without  finding  any  Indian  signs.    Arrived  at  Little  Blue  Station  at 
4  p.  m.,  having  marched  about  forty  five  miles  during  the  day.    The 
night  of  the  21st  I  received  orders  from  headquarters  East  Sub-District 
of  the  Plains  to  station  four  mounted  men  at  each  stage  station  from  Fort 
Kearny  to  Big  Sandy,  inclusive.    Four  men  started  for  each  station 
the  morning  of  the  22d,  which  reduced  my  command  to  ten  enlisted 
men,  with  which  I  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Big  Sandy  and  escort 
Hon.   Schuyler  Colfax  and  other  gentlemen  of  the  Senate  to  Fort 
Kearny.    While  obeying  this  last  order  I  discovered  a  trail  crossing 
at  Oak  Grove.    I  arrived  at  Big  Sandy  at  3  p.  m.  May  23.    At  about 
3  p.  m.  same  day  the  overland  coach  arrived,  having  aboard  General 
Connor,  commanding  District  of  the  Plains,  and  the  gentlemen  above 
mentioned.    General  Connor  directed  that  as  the  horses  of  my  command 
had  marched  rapidly,  and  were  fatigued,  I  remain  at  Big  Sandy  until 
such  time  as  the  horses  were  sufficiently  rested,  when  I  should  proceed 
in  search  of  trails  made  by  Indians,  and  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  to 
what  tribe  they  belong,  and  if  necessary  to  go  to  the  Pawnee  Reserva- 
tion.   On  the  morning  of  the  24th  instant  I  left  Big  Sandy  for  Little 
Blue  Station,  which  place  I  reached  at  G  p.  m.  same  day.    At  Oak 
Grove,  five  miles  east  of  Little  Blue  Station,  I  examined  the  trail  here- 
tofore mentioned.    It  crossed  the  Little  Blue,  leading  south,  where  a 
large  body  of  Indians  had  crossed  and  encamped  for  at  least  one  night. 
This  was  afterward  found  to  be  the  trail  made  by  the  Pawnees  while 
on  their  way  to  their  hunting  ground.    Tliemorningof  the  25th  I  heard 
that  the  Pawnees  had  recrossed  the  main  road  at  or  near  Buffalo  Stage 
Station,  twelve  miles  west,  and  that  they  had  in  their  possession  a 
number  of  mules  and  American  horses.    1  started  in  pursuit  with  the 
intention  of  overtaking  them,  but  Mr.  Metcalf,  to  whom  I  sent  a  com- 
munication to  report  to  me  at  Buft'alo  to  act  as  guide  and  interpreter, 
not  having  arrived,  I  ])ushed  on  to  Pawnee  Ranch,  leaving  the  trail  to 
the  east  about  ten  miles.    At  daylight  on  the  26th  instant  I  left  Mr. 
Metcalfs  (Pawnee)  Ranch  in  a  northeast  direction  and  struck  the  trail 
about  fifteen  miles  north  of  the  Atchison  road.    This  trail  I  followed 
until  8  iJ.  m.,  crossing  both  forks  of  the  Big  Sandy,  Turkey,  and  Beaver 
Creeks,  when  I  rested  and  grazed  my  horses  for  about  two  hours.     I 
again  started  on  the  trail  and  marched  to  the  South  Fork  of  Big  Blue, 
where  I  went  into  camp  for  the  night,  having  inarched  this  day  about 
sixty  miles.    At  daylight  on  the  27th  instant  I  was  again  on  the  march, 
and  arrived  on  the  south  bank  of  Platte  River  (the  old  Pawnee  Village) 
at  12  m.    Rested  my  horses,  crossed  the  river,  and  reached  the  Pawnee 
Agency  at  G  p.  m.    1  expected  to  overtake  the  Pawnees  before  they 
crossed  Platte  River.    If  I  had  found  them  before  they  arrived  at  the 
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reservation  I  could  have  better  satisfied  myself  as  to  whether  or  not 
they  had  been  engaged  in  the  late  depredations.  I  called  upon  Mr. 
B.  F.  Lushbaugh,  agent  for  the  I'awnees,  and  told  him  my  business. 
He  gave  me  assistance  in  the  search.  .  I  found  one  U.  S.  mule,  said  to 
have  been  in  their  possession  four  years,  and  four  mules  branded  with 
" S  "  on  the. jaw ;  also  heard  of  one  horse  which  the  Pawnees  had  sent 
away  from  their  village.  This  horse  Agent  Lushbaugh  directed  them 
to  bring  to  him.  Inclosed,  marked  A,  fiudhis  letter*  in  regard  to  said 
horse.  Inclosed  you  will  also  find  the  sworn  statements  of  soldiers  who 
were  with  the  detachment  from  Fort  Leavenworth  when  it  was  attacked. 
From  the  evidence  adduced  and  my  own  observations  I  can  find  noth- 
ing that  directly  implicates  the  I'awnees.  The  evidence  against  them 
is  this :  At  the  time  the  depredations  were  committed  they  were  at  or 
near  Oak  Grove,  about  thirty-five  miles  east  of  Elm  Creek;  also,  that 
but  one  trail  can  be  found  which  cannot  be  clearly  traced  to  their  camp. 
This  trail  spoken  of  was  bearing  in  a  northerly  direction,  and  was  not 
followed  up  by  any  of  my  command,  it  is  the  opinion  of  many  of  the 
settlers  on  Little  IJlue  that  the  Pawnees  are  the  guilty  party.  The 
whole  distance  marched  by  my  command  was  about  400  miles.  While 
at  Elm  Creek  I  sent  out  for  and  had  brought  in  the  Government  wagon 
and  harness,  which  were  in  charge  of  the  sergeant  who  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  detachment  at  the  time  it  was  attacked  by  the  Indians, 
and  forwarded  the  property  to  the  acting  assistant  quartermaster  at 
Fort  Kearny,  Nebr.  Ter.  The  grass  is  good  in  all  the  country  through 
which  I  passed,  and  timber  in  sufiQcient  quantities  to  supply  troops  and 
others  passing  through  the  country.  In  Big  Sandy,  Turkey,  and 
Beaver  Creeks  there  is  water  in  abundance.  The  forks  of  Big  Sandy 
and  Little  Blue  are  generally  dry. 

I  am,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEE  P.  GILLETTE, 
Captain,  First  Nebraska  Veteran  Cavalry,  Comdg.  Detachment. 

Lieut.  S.  A.  Lewis, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  East  Sub-District  of  the  Plains. 

[luclosure  Mo.  1.] 

Statement  of  Jefferson  Fields,  sergeant,  Comi)any  C,  Third  U.  8.  Volun- 
teers. 

I,  Jefierson  Fields,  sergeant.  Company  C,  Third  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
being  duly  sworn,  do  state  that  on  the  18th  day  of  May,  1865,  while  en 
route  from  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  to  Fort  Kearny,  Nebr.  Ter.,  that 
I  was  in  charge  of  a  detachment  of  fourteen  unarmed  men  belonging 
to  Third  U.  S.  Volunteers  and  First  Nebraska  Veteran  Volunteer  Cav- 
alry, and  when  about  two  miles  east  of  Elm  Creek  Stage  Station  I  was 
attacked  by  a  body  of  Indians  numbering  about  twelve  or  fifteen  men. 
They  were  dressed  in  some  kind  of  short  jackets,  I  think  they  were 
buckskin,  and  they  had  short  buckskin  leggings.  Tliey  wore  some  kind 
of  a  skullcap,  and  I  could  not  say  whether  they  had  short  or  long 
hair.  The  arrows  they  had  were  Sioux  and  Cheyenne;  that  is,  those 
used  on  us  were,  but  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  they  were  Pawnees,  as 
they  were  so  anxious  that  we  should  keep  some  of  the  Sioux  arrows. 
They  followed  us  about  one-quarter  of  a  mile,  and  then  motioned  at  us 

*  Omitted. 
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and  told  us  to  go,  and  then  returned  to  the  wagon  and  commenced 
plundering.  They  left  the  wagon  standing  in  the  road  and  cut  to 
pieces  all  the  harness,  and  drove  off  the  mules,  six  in  number. 

JEFFERSON  x  FIELDS, 

mark. 

Sergeant,  Company  G,  Third  U.  8.  Volunteers. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  31st  day  of  May,  18G5. 

L.  E.  CAMPBELL, 
First  Lievtenant,  Third  XT.  S.  Volunteers,  and  Post  Adjutant. 

[lucloaure  !No.  2.] 

Statement  of  Washington  Fulton,  teamster  in  Oovernment  employ. 

I,  Washington  Fulton, teamster  in  the  employmentof  the  Government, 
being  duly  sworn,  do  sa.y  that  I  was  driving  a  (iovernment  team  of  six 
mules  en  route  from  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kaus.,  to  Fort  Kearny,  Nebr. 
Ter.,  transporting  unarmed  soldiers  sent  from  hospitals  and  guard- 
house at  Fort  Leavenworth,  and  that  about  two  miles  east  of  Elm 
Creek  Stage  Station,  Nebr.  Ter.,  the  soldiers  who  were  with  jne  were 
attacked  by  a  body  of  Indians,  numbering  fifteen  or  twenty,  about  2 
p.  m.  on  the  18th  day  of  May,  1865,  and  2  of  the  soldiers  killed  and  6 
wounded,  including  myself.  One  soldier  of  the  Third  U.  S.Volunteers, 
after  being  struck  twice  with  a  U.  S.  saber  Avhich  they  (the  Indians) 
had  in  their  iiossessiou,  was  knocked  down  and  scalped  by  an  Indian, 
they  knowing  him  to  be  alive.  After  he  was  scalped  the  Indians 
kicked  him  twice.  Two  or  three  Indians  were  dressed  in  old  Govern- 
ment pantaloons,  others  in  buckskin  leggings.  Tlie  Indian  who  had 
charge  of  the  party  attacking  us  Avore  buckskin  leggings.  His  hair  was 
long  and  bad  some  kind  of  fur  attached  to  his  back  hair.  He  was  the 
only  Indian  who  Lad  long  hair;  he  also  had  a  revolver.  Two  of  the 
attacking  party  had  shortliair  "roached  "  on  top  of  their  heads.  These 
two  said  they  were  friendly  Sioux,  but  were  as  outrageous  as  any  in 
their  attack  on  us.  I  was  about  ten  rods  from  the  man  who  was 
scali)ed.  Cannot  say  how  all  the  Indians  were  dressed,  nor  give  any 
particular  description  of  them,  but  can  identify  one  of  them  if  I  see 
him.  One  of  them,  the  Indian  who  scalped  the  soldier,  had  a  large 
scar  over  bis  eye ;  whether  right  or  left  eye  I  cannot  say. 

WASHINGTON  PULTON. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  31st  day  of  May,  1805. 

L.  E.  CAMPBELL, 
Lieutenant  and  Post  Adjutant. 

[Inclosure  No.  3.] 

,Staiement  of  Alfred  Shirley,  private,  Company  A,  First  Nehraslca   Vet- 
eran Volunteer  Cavalry. 

I,  Alfred  Shirley,  private,  Coinpany  A,  First  Nebraska  Veteran  Vol- 
unteer Cavalry,  having  been  duly  sworn,  do  state  that  so  far  as  my 
knowledge  the  statement  of  Washington  Fulton  is  true. 

his 

ALFltED  X  SHIRLEY. 

mark . 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  31st  day  of  May,  18G5. 

L.  E.  CAMPBELL, 
Lieutenant  and  Post  Adjutant. 
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[Inclosure  No.  4.] 

Statement  of  Peter  J,  Flynn,  private,  Company  A,  Third  U.  8.  Volun- 
teers. 

J,  Peter  J.  Flynn,  private,  Company  A,Thirtl.U.  S.  Volunteers,  Lav- 
ing been  duly  sworn,  do  state  tbat  on  the  18tli  day  of  May,  1865,  while 
en  route  from  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kaiis.,  to  Fort  Kearny,  Kebr.  Ter., 
that  I  being  one  among  a  party  of  soldiers  who  were  attacked  by  a  body 
of  Indians  about  two  miles  eastof  Elm  Creek  Station,  Nebr.  Ter.,  I  was 
wounded  in  the  face  and  back;  also  2  of  our  men  were  cruelly  mur- 
dered and  6  (including  myself)  wounded:  Among  the  wounded  was 
one  John  W.  Twyman,  Company  II,  Third  U.  S.  Volunteers,  who  was 
scalped.  The  Indians  captured  me,  and  the  chief,  or  one  in  charge, 
seemed  very  friendly  toward  me,  and  said  that  he  was  a  Cheyenne  chief. 
My  ojunion  is  they  are  Pawnees  for  this  reason,  when  he  released  me 
and  told  me  to  go,  and  gave  me  an  arrow,  lour  crackers,  and  a  canteen, 
and  seemed  very  anxious  to  impress  upon  my  mind  that  he  was  a  Chey- 
enne chief.  I  think  there  was  about  twenty-live  or  thirty  of  the  Indians. 
I  could  not  say  how  they  were  dressed,  except  the  chief,  who  was 
dressed  in  black  velvet  pants,  with  two  rows  of  brass  buttons  down  the 
outer  seams.  He  also  Avore  fancy  bead  work  moccasins  and  fancy  bead- 
work  cap,  with  a  light-colored  blanket  thrown  carelessly  over  him.  His 
hair  was  cut  shoi't,  so  much  so  that  I  could  not  tell  its  color. 

PETER  J.  FLYNN. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  at  Fort  Kearny,  Nebr.  Ter.,  before  me  this 
5th  day  of  June,  1805. 

LEE  P.  GILLETTE, 

Captain,  First  Nebraska   Veteran  Cavalry. 

[Inclosuro  No.  5.] 

Statement  of  John  W.  Twyman,  private,  Company  H,  Third  U.  S.  Volun- 
teers. 

I,  John  W.  Twyman,  private.  Company  H,  Third  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
having  been  duly  sworn,  do  state  that  while  en  route  from  Fort  Leav- 
enworth, Kans.,  to  Fort  Kearny,  Nebr.  Ter.,  on  the  18th  of  May,  1865, 
when  about  two  miles  east  of  Elm  Creek  Station,  Nebr.  Ter.,  I  was, 
among  others,  attacked  by  a  party  of  Indians,  numbering  some  fifteen 
or  twenty,  and  2  of  our  men  killed  and  0  (including  myself)  wounded. 
I  was  attacked  by  one  of  theni  with  a  U.  S.  saber,  who  struck  me  three 
times,  knocking  me  down.  Then  he  returned  to  the  party  and  another 
of  them  came  to  me  and  scali)ed  me;  then  he  hit  me  with  his  saber  and 
left.  They  were  dressed  in  buckskin  clothing,  so  far  as  I  could  see, 
except  the  chief,  or  the  one  in  charge,  who  was  dressed  in  some  kind  of 
a  light  robe  or  blanket  thrown  over  his  shoulders.  Two  of  them  wore 
their  hairshorton  both  sides  of  their  heads  and  "roached"  up  on  top  of 
their  heads.  I  could  not  say  how  the  rest  of  thein  wore  their  hair. 
My  opinion  is  they  were  Pawnees,  for  the  reason  that  they  were  so 
anxious  to  impress  upon  us  they  were  Cheyennes.  I  think  they  did  it 
in  revenge  for  something,  as  they  spoke  of  the  whites  breaking  a  treaty 
with  them. 

JOHN  W.  TWYMAN. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  at  Fort  Kearny,  Nebr.  Ter.,  before  me  this 
5th  day  of  June,  18G5. 

LEE  P.  GILLETTE, 
Captain,  First  Nebraska  Veteran  Cavalry. 
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HAY  20,  1865. — Skirmish  on  the  Blackwater,  near  Longwood,  Mo. 

Report  of  Capt.   11..  G.   Donohue,   Pettis    County    Volunteer  Missouri 

Militia. 

Headquarters  Station, 
Longwood,  Mo.,  May  22, 1865. 
Sir:  I  have  had  my  headquarters  at  this  place  siuce  I. left  Sedalia, 
Mo.,  May  5, 18G5,  and  I  have  scouted  all  through  the  Blackwater  and 
Hess  Creek  country  almost  daily  siuce  1  have  been  at  this  place,  audi 
found  nothing  until  last  Saturday.  Second  Lieut.  B.  L.  Porter  and 
twenty  men  of  my  company  went  on  a  scout  west  of  this  place  some  ten 
miles,  and  came  upon  the  trail  of  some  mounted  men  and  traced  them 
on  into  the  woods  near  Blackwater.  He  then  dismounted  his  command 
and  took  it  upon  foot  and  ran  upon  three  bu.shwhackers,  dismounted,  in 
the  brush.  Thebushwhackers,uponhearinghisapproach,brokethrough 
the  brush  and  made  their  escape,  leaving  behind  their  horses  and 
equipments,  which  fell  into  our  hands.  Those  are  the  only  bushwhack- 
ers I  have  found  or  heard  of  positively,  and  I  would  respectfully  request 
permission  of  you  to  station  my  company  at  Dresden,  Mo.,  at  present, 
as  it  is  a  more  convenient  place  for  troops  on  account  of  forage,  rations, 
&c.,  than  this  place,  and  I  believe  that  my  company  could  eflfect  more 
to  be  stationed  at  Dresden,  Mo.,  and  scout  this  portion  of  country  than 
to  be  stationed  here,  as  the  bushwhackers  make  that,  or  near  that  point, 
their  place  to  cross  the  Pacific  Eailroad  to  and  fro  from  the  river  coun- 
ties to  the  southwest  part  of  the  State. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•       H.  G.  DONOHUE, 
Captain,  Pettis  County   Volunteer  Missouri  Militia. 

Col.  John  G.  Clark, 

Gomdg.  1st  Stih-Bist.,  Central  Dist.  of  Mo.,  Jefferson  City,  Mo. 

[First  intlor.sement.] 

Hdqrs.  1st  Sub-District,  Central  Dist.  of  Missouri, 

Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  May  26,  1865. 
llespectfully  referred  to  Col.  Chester  Harding,  jr.,  commanding  Cen- 
tral District  of  Missouri,  who  will  judge  of  the  propriety  of  granting 
the  within  request  without  reference  to  my  opinion,  as  I  have  at  pres- 
ent no  positive  means  of  information.  However,  permit  me  to  state 
that  I  have  been  informed  that  Longwood  was  near  the  trails  of  bush- 
whackers from  Cooper  to  La  Fayette  County. 

JOHN  C.  CLAEK, 
Colonel  Fiftieth  Regiment  ^Yisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Comdg.  First  Sub- District,  Central  District  of  Missouri. 

[Second  indorsemoBt.] 

Headquarters  District  of  Central  Missouri, 

Warrenshurg,  Mo.,  May  30,  1865. 

Eespectfully  returned  to  Col.  J.  G.  Clark,  commanding  First  Sub- 
District.  .      T^         ,  i.        4. 

The  company  may  move  to  Dresden,  but  Captaui  Donohue  must  not 
allow  his  men  to  be  idle  or  to  straggle. 
By  order  of  Col.  C.  Harding,  jr. :  ^    ^    L^URANT, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


286  LOUISIANA    AND    THE    TRANS-MISSISSIPPI.  [Chap.  LX. 

MAY  20,  1865.— Affair  near  Pawnee  Rock,  Kans. 

Report  of  Capt.  Benjamin  lieisdorph,  Second   U.  S.  Volunteers. 

Headqxjarteks, 
Fort  Zarah,  Kans.,  May  20,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  this  inoruing  about  8  o'clock, 
near  Pawnee  Kock,  a  party  of  Indiaiis  attacked  two  meu  coniinfr  from 
fort  Larned  to  this  post,  killing  one  man  of  the  Second  Colorado 
Cavalry  by  the  name  of  Knhn.  The  other  made  his  escape.  I  have 
sent  Lieutenant  Ehle  with  a  party  of  men  in  pursuit. 

I  am,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

15.  IIEISDORPH, 
Captain,  Second  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding  Post. 

Lieut.  EoBEET  S.  EoE, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Bist.  of  Upper  Arkansas,  in  the  Field. 


MAY  20,  1865.— Skirmishes  on  Deer  Creek,  Dak.  Ter. 
Report  of  Lieut.  William  B.  Godfrey,  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry. 

Camp  on  Deee  Creek,  Dak.  Ter.,  May  21, 1865. 
Sir  :  In  accordance  Avith  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
following  report : 

On  the  20th  instant  myself  with  three  men  were  attacked  by  twenty- 
five  Indians  three  miles  above  our  camp,  on  JJeer  Creek,  J)ak.  Ter. 
After  a  brisk  fight  of  two  hours  I  succeeded  in  repulsing  the  Indians, 
killing  2  and,  as  near  as  I  could  ascertain,  wounding  4.  Simultaneous 
with  the  attack  upon  myself  Sergeant  Smythe,  Company  L,  Eleventh 
Kansas  Cavalry,  with  six  men,  was  attacked  in  camp  by  fifty  Indians. 
After  two  hours  and  a  half  fighting  the  Indians  abandoned  the  attack, 
with  the  loss  of  3  killed  and  5  wounded,  2  horses  wounded  and  1  killed. 
Our  loss  consisting  of  5  horses,  3  of  which  were  unserviceable,  that 
the  Indians  succeeded  in  capturing  in  the  camp. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  GODFEEY, 
Second  Lieutenant  Company  D,  Eleventh  Kansas  Vol.  Cav. 
Maj.  N.  A.  Adams, 

Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry  Volunteers. 


MAY  20-22,  1865. — Operations  about  Three  Crossings  Station,  Dak.  Ter. 

Report  of  Capt.  James  E.  Greer,  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry. 

nEADQTTARTEUS  STATION, 
Sioectwatcr  Bridge,  Dak.  Ter.,  May  33,  1805. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  20th  instant,  at  11 
a.  ni.,  I  received  a  telegram  from  the  operator  at  Three  Crossings  Station 
reporting  that  the  Indians,  in  strong  force,  had  invested,  and  that  they 
were  at  that  moment  firing  on  the  station,  and  that  the  garrison  was 
very  short  of  ammunition  and  could  not  hold  out  long.  Ten  minutes 
after  the  receipt  of  this  report  the  line  went  down.     At  12  o'clock  m.,  witU 


CHAP.LX.]  SKIRMISH   AT   VALLEY    MINES,  MO.  287 

Lieut.  S.  Bodwell  and  eighty-five  men,  1  started  for  the  scene  of  actioi), 
forty  miles  distant.  At  Split  Hock  I  found  tbe  telegraph  line  down, 
fifty  feet  gone,  lieached  Three  Crossings  at  8  p.  in.  and  found  that 
the  Indians  had  done  no  injury  further  than  stealing  one  horse  from  the 
station.  They  withdrew  and  crossed  the  Sweetwater  River  at  4  p.  m. 
and  immediately  left  the  vicinity.  My  command  rested  till  daylight 
the  21st,  when  with  twenty  men  I  crossed  the  river  and  followed  the 
trail  fifteen  miles  across  an  extensive  plain,  satisfying  myself  from  their 
movements— first,  by  their  withdrawing  from  tlie  station  at  so  early  an 
hour  and  apparent  hurried  manner,  as  reported  by  the  garrison,  and 
their  havhig  not  camped  the  ensuing  night— that  they  had  information 
of  my  pursuit.  I  saw  none,  but  estimate  them  at  200.  Their  trail  went 
directly  toward  Wind  Eiver,  where  I  think  they  now  are  and  where 
their  families  may  be  found.  I  arrived  in  return  at  this  station  on  the 
22d  instant  at  8  p.  m.  Whole  distance  traveled,  110  mdes. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  E.  GREBE, 
Captain,  Commanding  Station. 
Lieut.  I.  I.  Taber, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


MAY  20-22,  1865,— Scout  from  Camp  Plumb,  Dak.  Ter. 
Report  of  I/ieut.  Jacob  Van  Antwerp,  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry. 

Camp  Plxtmb,  Mtjd  Creek,  Dak.  Ter.,  May  22,  1805. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  a  scout  made 
in  pursuance  of  verbal  orders  from  Col.  P.  B.  Plumb: 

1  started  with  a  detachment  of  twenty-four  men  from  Second  Bat- 
talion, Eleventh  Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry,  on  the  evening  of  the  20th 
of  May,  1805,  moving  in  a  southeast  direction  to  the  Red  Buttes,  on 
Deer  Creek,  thence  east  to  Box  Elder  Canon,  thence  north  to  the  North 
Platte  Eiver,  at  which  place  I  saw  a  party  of  about  100  Indians  upon 
the  opposite  bank  of  the  river.  The  water  being  too  high, to  ford  I 
could  avail  nothing  attacking  the  party,  so  I  returned  to  these  head- 
quarters May  22,  having  marched  a  distance  of  over  eighty  miles.  I 
saw  nothing  of  Indians  or  Indian  signs  near  Eed  Buttes  or  Box  Elder 
Canon. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JACOB  VAN  ANTWEEP, 
First  Lieutenant  Company  L,  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry. 

Maj.  N.  A.  Adams, 

Commanding  Second  Battalion,  Eleventh  Kansas  Cav.  Vols. 


MAY  22,  1865.— Skirmish  at  Valley  Mines,  Mo. 
Report  of  Capt.  Henry  Bailey,  Fifty-first  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

De  Soto,  Mo,,  May  22, 18f>5. 
This  morning  at  7.30  o'clock  Sam  Hilderbrand  and  four  men  were 
attacked  at  Valley  Mines,  while  robbing  a  store,  by  the  U.  S.  troops  sta- 
tioned at  Big  Eiver  Mills,  and  one  man  killed  by  our  troops,  a  large, 
black-haired  man,  said  to  live  when  at  home  south  of  Earmington;  also 
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Hilderbrand  is  supposed  to  be  wounded  in  the  leg,  as  he  had  great  dif- 
ficulty in  getting  on  his  horse.    They  are  supposed  to  have  started 

^°'^*^-  '  H.BAILEY, 

Captain,  Covimanding  Post. 

Maj.  L.  H.  Utt. 


MAY  23,  1865.— Scout  from  Thibodeaux  to  Lake  Verret,  La. 

Report  of  Lieut.  John  Sinum,  Sixteenth  Tndiana  Mounted  Infantry. 

Camp  Sixteenth  Indiana  Mounted  Infantry, 

Thibodeaux;  La.,  May  24,  1865. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  instructions  froua  post  headquarters,  I  was 
detailed  to  take  charge  of  a  scout  to  Lake  Verret  by  way  of  Brule 
Texas.  I  left  Thibodeaux  about  3  p.  m.;  passed  through  Labadieville 
aud  arrived  at  Emile's  plantation,  three  miles  beyond,  at  dark,  and 
could  proceed  no  farther  on  account  of  the  plantations  being  overflowed 
with  water.  I  returned  with  my  command,  arriving  at  camp  at 
midnight. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN   SIMMS, 
First  Lieut.  Company  E,  Sixteenth  Indiana  Mounted  Infantry. 
Lieut,  Fred.  H.  Cutler, 

Post  Adjutant,  Thibodeaux,  La. 


MAY  23, 1865.— Skirmish  near  Waynesville,  Mo. 

Report  of  Capt.  Calvin  S.  Moore,  Thirteenth  Missouri  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Post  Waynesville, 

Waynesville,  Mo.,  May  25,  1865. 

Colonel:  Lieutenant  Bates,  just  in  from  a  scout,  reports  that  on  the 
evening  of  the  2;jd  he  came  upon  Dick  Watson's  band  of  bushwhackers 
(twelve  in  number)  some  ten  miles  northwest  of  here;  that  he  killed 
2  of  the  bushwhackers  and  captured  3  of  tlieir  horses.  The  lieutenant 
had  none  of  his  men  killed  or  wounded.  I  have  a  sc(mt  out  now  in  that 
direction.  I  keep  a  scout  of  ten  or  fifteen  men  out  all  the  time. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  S.  MOORE, 
Captain,  Commanding  Post. 
Col.  John  Morrill, 

Commanding  District  of  Rolla,  Rolla,  Mo, 


MAY  23-26,  1865. — Scout  from  Warrensburg,  Mo.,  to  mouth  of  Coal  Camp 

Creek. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  J.  Gravely,  Fourteenth  Missouri  Cavalry. 

^  Warrensburg,  Mo.,  May  26, 1865. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  for  the 
information  of  the  colonel  commanding: 

I  proceeded,  in  compliance  with  your  instructions,  on  the  23d  instant 
in  direction  of  Duroc,  via  Belmont  and  VVaisaw,  scouting  the  country 
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thoroughly  along to  the  Osage,  and  down  the  Osage  to  the  mouth 

of  Coal  Camp  Creek,  and  ascertained  that  there  were  no  rebels  in  that 
section  of  the  country  north  of  the  Osage.  The  band  that  crossed  the 
railroad  near  Knobnoster  on  the  22d  instant  were  all  that  I  could  obtain 
any  reliable  information  of.  At  Warsaw  and  other  points  I  learned 
that  the  above-named  band  committed  horrid  outrages,  murdering  some 
ten  or  twelve  discharged  soldiers  and  citizens  in  Hickory  and  Benton 
Counties.  Not  hearing  reliable  reports  of  other  bands  of  guerrillas,  I 
returned  to  camp  at  this  place  this  p.  m.  at  5  o'clock.  Men  and  horses 
in  good  condition. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  GEAVELY, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Expedition.  , 
Captain  Laurant, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Central  District  of  Missouri. 


MAY  23-27, 1865.— Scout  from  Pine  Bluff  to  Monticello,  Ark.,  with  skirmish 

(24th)  at  Monticello. 

Report  of  Capt.  John  H.  Norris,  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Company  M,  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry, 

Pine  Bluff,  Arlc.,  May  27, 1865. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  left  this  post  in  command  of  sixty  men 
of  our  regiment  (Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry)  on  Tuesday  morning,  the 
2od  instant,  on  a  scout  to  capture  Captain  Kidd  and  any  other  rebel 
soldiers  or  forces  1  might  chance  to  run  on.  I  divided  my  force  outside 
the  chain  guard,  and  sent  one-half,  under  Lieutenant  Orton,  on  the  War- 
ren road,  and  the  other  half,  under  Lieutenant  Drummoad,  on  the  upper 
Monticello  road,  and  met  together  at  Harper's  plantation,  thirty  miles 
from  this  post,  and  camped  that  night.  The  next  day  I  scoured  the 
country  completely  and  as  thoroughly  as  possible  from  Harper's  to 
Monticello,  twenty-three  miles,  entering  Monticello  about  sunset.  Had 
a  slight  skirmish  there,  and  after  running  all  the  rebel  forces  out  of 
town  I  established  my  camp  and  sent  word  to  Captain  Burks,  the  rebel 
commander,  that  I  was  going  to  "  remain  there  until  they  surrendered 
or  until  every  corndodger  and  pound  of  meat  was  eaten  and  every  ear 
of  corn  was  properly  disposed  of  to  U,  S.  cavalry  horses."  The  next 
morning  before  sunrise  the  rebels  began  to  send  in  flags  of  truce,  and 
by  2  p.  m.  the  whole  rebel  force  in  that  country  agreed  to  surrender 
upon  the  same  terms  Lee  surrendered  to  Grant.  I  brought  all  in 
to-day,  including  14  commissioned  ofBcers  and  70  enlisted  men.  I 
seized  3  horses  as  the  property  that  Captain  Kidd  obtained  from  those 
rebel  soldiers  belonging  to  West's  battery  who  came  in  and  surrendered 
on  Sunday  last.  I  learned  then  that  thebrigadier-geueral  commanding 
had  ordered  me  to  cease  hostilities  toward  Captain  Kidd,  and  then,  as 
Monticello  was  but  a  few  miles  out  of  my  way,  I  determined  to  go  by 
there.  On  my  return  from  there  I  met  with  Captain  Kidd,  and  he  sur- 
rendered on  the  same  terms.  On  my  return  from  Monticello  I  met 
with  several  citizens  who  had  been  up  to  Pine  Bluff  with  cotton  and  to 
purchase  goods.  They  solicited  an  escort  from  my  forces,  and  believ- 
ing that  a  small  party  of  jayhawkers  who  infested  the  country  around 
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Monticello  might  be  captured,  I  sent  Lieutenant  Drummoiid  and  fifteen 
men  back  'witli  orders  to  protect  them  and  arrest,  if  possible,  any  un- 
authorized bands  they  could  find.  Lieutenant  Drummond  has  not  yet 
returned. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  NORRIS, 
Captain,  Commanding  Scout, 
Lieutenant  Worthington, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


KAY  24,  1865. — Skirmish  near  Rocheport,  Mo. 

Report  of  Capt.  ^Yarren  W.  Harris,  Howard  County  Company  Volunteer 

Missouri  Militia. 

Headqxtaetees, 
Post  Fayette,  May  25, 1865. 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  Sergt.  Robert  Digges,  with  a 
detachment  of  my  company,  had  a  tight  with  eleven  bushwhackers, 
supposed  to  be  under  Jim  Anderson,  yesterday  morning  at  7.30  o'clock. 
The  bushwhackers  were  at  the  house  of  Elias  Thompson,  m  this 
county,  about  six  miles  from  Itocheport.  We  killed  4  bushwhackers 
and  captured  4  horses  and  equipments,  several  pistols,  overcoats,  &c. 
Sergeant  Digges  is  satisfied  that  there  were  several  wounded  who 
escai)ed.  Our  loss  was  Private  Ben.  Reeves,  severely  wounded  in  the 
shoulder;  we  also  had  two  horses  killed.  The  names  of  the  bush- 
whackers killed,  as  obtained  from  a  rebel  deserter  just  from  Price's 

army,  are  Theodore  Oassell,  of  Jackson  County; Kelly,  of  Saint 

Louis  (right  arm  off);  John  Chapman,  of  Clay,  and  Thomas  Maupin, 
of  Callaway.  The  last  named  has  the  forefinger  off  his  right  hand.  I 
inclose  you  two  letters*  taken  off  the  body  of  Cassell.  Sergeant  Digges 
was  on  the  trail  of  Jim  Jackson  the  evening  before.  He  started  it  in 
Boone  County,  and  was  following  it  up  when  he  heard  of  Anderson's 
gang.  We  heard  of  Jackson  yesterday  at  10  a.  m.,  with  six  other  men 
near  Boonsborough,  in  this  county,  going  west.  One  citizen  reports 
that  Rider  was  along,  and  another  reports  that  he  recognized  a  man  by 
the  name  of  Finley  with  them.  Finley  was  bushwhacking  in  this 
county  last  summer.  I  regret  very  much  that  there  could  not  be  a 
scout  sent  up  after  these  last-mentioned  bushwhackers.  All  my  men 
who  had  serviceable  horses  were  out,  either  with  Sergeant  Digges,  with 
myself,  who  went  out  as  soon  as  the  fight  was  reported  to  me  by  a  citi- 
zen, or  with  Lieutenant  Davis,  who  had  started  from  here  the  night 
before  with  forty  men,  under  orders  from  Colonel  Denny  to  proceed  to 
Brunswick.  I  have  been  informed  that  Captain  Meredith,  with  bis 
command  and  a  detachment  of  the  Ninth  Missouri  State  Militia,  under 
Lieutenant  Thompson,  are  out  in  the  Boon's  Lick  country  after  Jackson. 
Lieutenant  Davis  returned  this  evening  from  Brunswick.  I  hope  that 
it  will  not  be  deemed  necessary  again  to  have  my  men  ordered  so  far 
from  home,  especially  when  1  have  my  hands  full  in  my  own  county. 
The  affair  of  yesterday  is  the  third  fight  that  my  men  have  had  with 
the  bushwhackers.  The  first  two  came  off  in  Boone  County.  Lieu- 
tenant Davis  had  a  fight  with  Jim  Jackson  at  the  house  of  the'widow 
Cornelius,  in  Boone  County,  a  week  or  ten  days   [ago].     Only  bis 

*  Omitted. 
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advance  guard  of  seven  men  were  engaged.  The  rebels  fougnt  desper- 
ately  but  ran  oft  before  the  main  body  of  our  men  came  up  No 
casualties  on  either  side.  Lieutenant  Davis  was  on  the  trail  of  four  or 
SIX  men  who  had  crossed  the  Missouri  River  at  the  mouth  of  the  La 
Mine  when  he  came  across  the  trail  of  Jackson.  Jackson  had  five  men 
with  him.  I  do  not  think,  general,  that  there  are  any  bushwhackers 
who  stay  habitually  in  this  county.  Jim  Jackson  and  his  gang  make 
their  home  m  Blackfoot,  in  Boone,  and  make  a  raid  occasionally  into 
this  county.  I  believe  that  Holtzclaw  is  with  Jackson.  In  every 
instance,  except  the  last  of  yesterday,  where  we  have  got  after  bush- 
whackers we  have  followed  them  into  or  came  across  them  in  Boone 
The  gang  we  fought  yesterday  had  just  arrived  in  this  county  the  day 
before.  I  hope  the  warm  welcome  they  received  will  admonish  them 
to  stay  away. 

I  am,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WARREN  W.  HARRIS, 
Comdg.  Howard  County  Company  Volunteer  Missouri  Militia, 

Organized  under  General  Orders,  No.  3. 

P.  S. — I  have  just  received  information  from  a  reliable  source  that 
another  dead  bushwhacker  has  been  found  near  the  place  where  the 
fight  took  place  yesterday,  making  five  killed,  and  also  a  dead  horse. 
Yours,  &c., 

V/.  W.  H. 
Brig.  Gen.  I.  V.  Pratt, 

Comdg.  First  District,  Missouri  Militia,  3tacon,  Mo. 


MAY  24,  1865 — Scout  from  Napoleonville  to  Bayou  Saint  Vincent,  La. 

REPOKTS. 

No.  1. — Capt.  Thomas  W.  Sayles,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 
No.  2. — Capt.  Andrew  T.  Bushee,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Capt.  Thomas   W.  Sayles,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 

Hdqes.  Company  H,  Third, Rhode  Island  Cavalry, 

Napoleonville,  La.,  May  25, 1865. 
Lieutenant  :  In  accordance  with  orders  received  from  headquarters 
post  Napoleonville  on  the  night  of  the  24th  instant,  I  have  the  honor 
to  respectfully  submit  the  following  report : 

With  a  party  of  twenty-five  men  I  proceeded  to  Bayou  Saint  Vincent 
and  there  divided  my  force,  sending  a  part  on  one  side  of  the  bayou 
under  a  sergeant,  and  with  the  remainder  I  took  the  other  side  and  pro- 
ceeded as  far  as  we  could  go  with  the  horses,  making  a  careful  exami- 
nation by  the  way,  but  not  seeing  or  learning  of  any  rebels  being  in 
that  vicinity.  Having  carried  out  my  instructions  I  returned  to  camp. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  yours,  respectfully, 

thos.  w.  sayles. 

Captain  Company  H. 
Lieut.  E.  K.  Thompsotj, 

Adjutant  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 
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No.  2. 
Report  of  Gapt.  Andrew  T.  Bushee,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Company  D,  Thied  Ehode  Island  Cavaley, 

N'apoleonville,  La.,  May  25,  1^65. 
Lieutenant:  I  respectfully  report  tbat  in  compliance  with  orders 
received  from  headquarters  Third  Khodo  Island  Cavalry,  May  24, 1865, 
I  moved  with  twenty-five  men  on  the  Canal  road  four  miles  and  a  half. 
The  water  prevented  my  proceeding  farther.  I  dismounted  my  men, 
examined  tlie  country,  discovered  no  trace  of  the  enemy,  mounted,  and 
returned  to  camp. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  T.  BUSHEE, 
Captain,  Commanding  Company  D,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 
Lieut.  E.  K.  Thompson,  Adjutant  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 


MAY  25-27,  1865.— Expedition  from  Bayou  Boeuf  to  Bayou  De  Large,  La., 
with  affair  (27th)  at  Bayou  De  Large. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Numa  A.  Pomponeau,  First  Louisiana  Cavalry. 

Bayou  Bceuf,  La.,  May  29,  1865. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  a  report  of 
an  expeditiou  under  my  command,  in  obedience  to  instructions  from 
your  headquarters.  May  25,  1865: 

On  the  25th  I  started  with  tbree  enlisted  men  of  Company  K,  First 
Louisiana  Cavalry,  aud  reported  to  Colonel  Fuller,  at  Terro  Bonne,  on 
the  morning  of  the  26th,  who  furnished  me  transportation  to  Houma, 
where  I  arrived  at  10  a.  m.,  and  immediately  proceeded  to  Negro  Point 
with  ten  men  of  Captain  Ehodes'  company,  Third  Ehode  Island  Cav- 
alry. After  searching  Negro  Point  and  vicinity  I  was  informed  that 
the  men  for  whom  I  was  searching  had  been  driven  away  by  Lieut. 
Omar  Boudreaux,  and  were  of  C.  S.  Army;  and  learning  of  [his  pres- 
ence in]  this  vicinity  1  started  in  pursuit  of  him  on  the  morning  of  the 
27th.  I  surprised  him  in  his  camp  on  Bayou  De  Large,  back  of  J. 
Terrion's  plantation.  I  found  him  and  eleven  men,  who  fled  as  soon  as 
they  discovered  me.  I  got  all  of  their  arms,  camp  and  garrison  equi- 
page. They  made  their  escape,  not  having  time  to  get  their  clothes  on. 
I  left  Lieutenant  Boudreaux  in  a  condition  unable  to  move  or  be  moved 
alive,  and  I  do  not  think  he  will  give  us  anymore  trouble,  although  he 
was  breathing  when  I  left.  I  also  wounded  Sergt.  Oscar  Hymel,  but 
he  escaped  in  the  marsh.  Captured  one  of  his  men.  The  arms  cap- 
tured consisted  of  7  muskets,  8  shotguns,  4  revolvers;  ammunition,  12 
pounds  powder,  40  pounds  shot  and  lead;  also  8  blankets  and  6  quilts. 
Prisoner  and  arms  I  turned  in  to  provost-marshal  at  Houma.  I  also 
received  information  that  Captain  Hare  with  thirty  or  forty  men  is 
encamped  between  Bayou  La  Carp  and  Bayou  William,  about  fifteen 
.  miles  from  Avhere  Lieutenant  Boudreaux  Avas  encamped  on  Bayou  De 
Large.  Being  unable  to  discover  the  whereabouts  of  the  men  for 
whom  I  was  sent,  1  abandoned  the  expedition  and  returned  to  this  place. 

I  have  the  honor,  captain,  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

NUMA  A.  POMPONEAU, 
Second  Lieutenant  Company  K,  Fir^t  Louisiana  Cavalry, 

Capt.  B.  B.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adpdant-G cncrol,  La  Fourche  District, 


Chap.  LX.]  SCOUT   FROM   PLUM    CREEK,  NEBR.  TER.  293 

MAT  26-27,  1865. — Scout  and  skinnishes  in  Carroll  and  Ray  Counties,  Mo. 

Report  of  Jdeut.  David  M.  Freeman,  Missouri  Militia. 

Heabqtjaetees, 
Carrollton,  Mo.,  May  27, 1865. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
26t]i  instant  I  started  with  ii  detachment  of  my  men  after  the  guerrilla 
Oapt,  A.  Clement  and  eight  men.  After  a  chase  of  twenty  miles  I 
came  up  with  them  and  immediately  offered  battle.  With  twelve  of 
my  best  men  I  dismounted  at  a  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile;  came 
down  on  a  double-quick  till  within  a  few  hundred  yards,  when  they 
broke  to  the  brush.  1  mounted,  gave  chase,  came  to  the  brush,  dis- 
mounted, took  the  track  in  the  brush  some  three  miles,  came  on  them 
with  eight  men,  gave  battle,  and  whipped  them  bad.  Kept  up  the  chase 
some  four  miles  through  bush  and  briar.  Had  a  sharp  fight  in  Crooked 
Eiver  timber.  Followed  the  trail  all  day  and  rode  all  night,  a  distance 
of  fifty  miles,  without  rest,  from  Carrollton  to  the  west  part  of  Eay 
County,  all  the  time  without  a  road,  most  of  the  way  in  the  thick  brush. 
Whipped  the  guerrillas  tlnee  times,  killed  or  wounded  three,  captured 
a  horse  and  prize,  the  captain's  hat,  and  many  other  things.  Lost  noth- 
ing; none  of  my  men  hurt;  had  no  accidents  to  happen.  My  boys 
fight  like  veterans,  making  fun  of  the  enemy  all  the  time.  They  fight 
better  than  my  expectations  were.  Now,  general,  if  you  want  Jim 
Anderson  captured,  send  me  and  thirty  of  my  men  and  I  will  bring 
him  in  soon,  for  my  men  say  they  can  track  thebushmen  like  a  dog  will 
a  deer.  They  are  anxious  to  get  the  job  of  catching  Jim  and  gang.  I 
wish  you  would  give  me  the  job.  I  will  follow  him  day  and  night  till 
I  get  him. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  M.  FEEEMAN, 
First  Lieutenant,  Commanding  Scout. 
General  I.  V.  Pratt, 

Macon  City,  Mo. 


MAY  26-27,  1865.— Scout  from  Plum  Creek.  Nebr.  Ter. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Morgan  A.  Hance,  First  Nebraska  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Company  G,  First  Nebraska  Vet.  Vol.  Cat., 

Plum  Greek,  Nebr.  Ter.,  May  29, 1865. 
Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  toinstruc- 
tions  received  from  headquarters  post  Plum  Creek,  dated  May  26, 1865, 
I  left  this  garrison  at  10  p.  m.  with  fourteen  enlisted  men  thoroughly 
armed  and  equipped,  with  an  amount  of  rations  they  could  carry,  arriv- 
ing at  Mullahla's  Station  at  2  a.  m.  of  the  27tli,  there  awaiting  day- 
break, when  I  returned  to  a  point  five  miles  east  and  took  trail  of  the 
Indians,  moving  south  for  about  six  miles.  k.t  this  point  they  appeared 
scattered.  The  tracks  became  so  dim  that  I  found  it  impossible  to  fol- 
low their  trail.  Upon  diligent  search  I  found  they  had  retraced  their 
steps  in  the  direction  of  Platte  Eiver,  which  stream  they  had  crossed 
at  a  point  five  miles  and  a  half  east  of  Mullahla's  Station.  As  near 
as  I  could  ascertain,  the  Indian  band  numbered  about  thirteen.  As  I 
could  not  discern  cattle  tracks  either  upon  the  march  or  entrance  into 
the  river,  I  am  strongly  impressed  that  they  did  not  cross  with  the 
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cattle.  The  number  of  cattle  driven  off  was  nine  head.  A  party  of 
soldiers  found  three  head  in  the  bluffs  south  of  Mullahla's.  Finding  it 
impracticable  to  cross  the  river  in  consequence  of  the  recent  rise,  I 
proceeded  directly  toward  Plum  Creek,  arriving  in  garrison  at  6  p.  m. 
of  the  27th,  after  traveling  fifty  miles. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  '  M.  A.  HANCE, 

First  Lieut.,  First  Febraslca  Veteran  Vol.  Cav.,  Gomdg.  Scout. 

Lieut.  John  S.  Seaton, 

Post  Adjutant,  Plum  Creelc,  Nebr.  Ter. 


MAY  26- JUNE  9,  1865.— Operations  against  Indians  on  the  Overland  Stage 
Road  on  the  Platte  and  Sweetwater  Rivers,  with  skirmishes  (May  27)  at 
Saint  Mary's  Station,  (May  26,  28,  and  June  1)  at  Sweetwater  Station, 
(June  3)  at  Platte  Bridge,  Dak.  Ter.,  and  (June  8)  at  Sage  Creek,  Colo.  Ter. 

RErORTS. 

No.  1.— Licnt.  Heury  C.  Bretney,  Eleventli  Ohio  Cavalry. 

No.  2.— Lieut.  Jaiuos  A.  Browu,  Eleventh  Ohio  Cavalry. 

No.  3.— First  Sergt.  Samuel  B.  White,  Eleventh  Ohio  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Henry  C.  Bretney,  Eleventh  Ohio  Cavalry. 

Platte  Bridge,  Dak.  Ter.,  June  — ,  1865. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  May  20  three  Indians  made 
first  attempt  to  take  herd  at  Sweetwater  Station,  but  were  repulsed  by 
garrison,  the  Indians  having  1  killed  and  wounded,  1  pony  crippled, 
without  any  loss  to  our  side.  On  Sunday,  May  28,  they  made  another 
attempt  at  herd  in  force  estimated  at  twenty-five  or  thirty,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  4  horses  and  2  mules.  Stampede  was  owing  to  the 
two  mules,  which  were  very  wild  and  led  the  horses  off.  Indians 
lost  one  wounded.  On  Thursday,  June  1,  they  made  an  attempt  on 
remainder  of  herd,  but  were  repulsed;  and  ou  same  day  cut  the  tele- 
graph wire  about  1,000  yards  from  quarters,  east,  carrying  off  about 
100  yards  wire.  On  the  27th  of  May  about  l.W  Indians  attacked 
Saint  Mary's  Station,  and  in  short  time  succeeded  in  setting  fire  to 
buildings.  The  garrison,  consisting  of  live  men,  retreated  to  an  old 
well  outside  of  quarters,  where  they  remained  until  the  night  of  the 
28th,  when  they  escaped  to  South  Pass.  The  operator,  Private  Ghavil 
St.  Clair,  took  precaution  enough  to  secure  a  relay  sounder  and  a 
coil  of  fine  wire,  and  was  thus  enabled  to  communicate  with  Fort 
Bridger.  Garrison  lost  everything  but  tlieir  firearms  and  the  clothes 
on  their  backs.  Their  horse  equipments  burnt.  There  were  but  two 
horses  at  the  station;  one  of  these  the  Indians  got,  and  the  other  was 
shot  to  prevent  its  falling  into  their  hands.  Indians  cut  out  about  400 
yards  of  wire  and  burned  tlie  poles.  When  Indians  left  they  moved  to 
the  south,  passing  up  the  valley  of  Sage  Creek.  The  garrison  did  as 
well  as  it  could  under  the  circumstances,  and  when  Indians  came 
within  proper  distance  fired  on  them  briskly.  Several  Indians  are 
known  to  have  been  wounded.    None  of  the  garrison  injured. 

H.  C.  BRETNEY, 
First  Lieut.,  Comdg.  Company  G,  Eleventh  Ohio  Vol.  Cav. 

Col.  T.  Moonlight, 

Commanding  North  Sub-District  of  the  Plains,  Dak.  Ter. 
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No.  2. 
Report  of  Lieut.  James  A.  Brown,  Eleventh  Ohio  Cavalry. 

FoKT  Halleck,  Dak.  Ter.,  June  li,  1865. 
Sib:  In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  7,  dated  headquarters 
Fort  Halleck,  Dak.  Ter.,  June  2, 18C5,  I  left  this  post  with  a  command 
of  thirty-one  men  of  Company  K,  Eleventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry, 
for  the  purpose  of  reopening  the  mail  route  between  this  place  and  Fort 
Bridger,  Utah  Ter.  I  arrived  at  the  crossing  of  tbe  North  Platte 
Eiver  the  same  evening  and  camped  for  the  night.  Next  morning  we 
crossed  and  started  westward,  accompanied  by  Captain  Lewis,  of  Gen- 
eral Connor's  staff,  and  Mr.  E.  I.  SpotST<^ood,  division  agent  on  tbe 
Overland  Stage  Line.  I  found  Sage  Creek  Station  deserted.  Four 
miles  beyond  I  found  two  dead  emigrants  lying  near 'the  road,  one  of 
them  being  scalped.  The  next  two  stations,  Pine  Grove  and  Bridger's 
Pass,  I  also  found  deserted.  At  the  fourth  station,  Sulijbur  Spring, 
I  found  the  stock  tenders  and  drivers  from  the  above-named  stations 
concentrated  with  the  stock  belonging  to  Sage  Creek  and  Pine  Grove 
Stations.  I  also  learned  that  the  stock  at  Bridger's  Pass  Station  had 
been  driven  off  by  the  Indians.  Having  ascertained  that  the  depre- 
dations extended  no  farther  west,  I  remained  at  Sulphur  Spring  Sta- 
tion until  4  p.  m.  next  day,  then  detaching  three  men  I  sent  them  to 
Waskie  (next  station  west),  and  leaving  five  men  for  the  protection  of 
Sulphur  Spring  Station,  I  started  for  this  post,  accompanied  by  Messrs. 
Spotswood  and  Stewart,  division  agents  on  the  Overland  Stage  Line, 
two  coaches  and  stock  for  the  line,  camping  that  night  at  Bridger's 
Pass  Station.  Next  morning  I  left,  leaving  a  corporal  and  four  men  at 
the  station ;  from  thence  to  Pine  Grove  Station,  leaving  five  men  there ; 
came  on  to  the  Sage  Creek  Station,  left  a  corporal  and  four  men  there; 
from  thence  to  the  North  Platte  Crossing  and  camped  for  the  night. 
Having  succeeded  in  establishing  a  tri- weekly  mail  between  the  North 
Platte  and  Sulphur  Spring  Station,  I  came  to  this  post  with  the  bal- 
ance of  my  command.  At  daylight  the  morning  of  the  8th  instant  the 
detachment  at  Sage  Creek  Station  was  attacked  by  about  100  Indians. 
After  one  hour's  severe  fighting  they  were  compelled  to  evacuate,  in 
consequence  of  a  deficiency  in  ammunition.  TLe  men  were  all  well 
mounted  and  accompanied  by  two  citizens,  names  unknown.  The 
moment  they  left  the  station  they  were  completely  surrounded.  There 
ensued  a  desperate  fight;  the  detachment  retreated  toward  Pine  Grove 
Station.  The  Indians  followed  them  for  eight  miles,  killing  George 
Bodine  and  Perry  Stewart,  wounding  and  capturing  Orlando  Ducket, 
wounding  Corpl.  W.  H.  Caldwell  and  Private  William  Wilson,  all  of 
Company  K,  Eleventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry.  The  two  citizens  were 
also  missing.  Corporal  Caldwell  and  Private  Wilson  escaped  to  Pine 
Grove  Station.  They  and  the  detachment  tlien  retreated  to  Sulphur 
Spring  Station,  taking  the  detachment  at  Bridger's  Pass  with  them. 
Next  morning  they  started  back,  commanded  by  Sergeant  McFaddin, 
who  was  up  the  road  on  escort  duty  with  ten  men  of  Company  K, 
Eleventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry.  They  found  the  bodies  of  Perry 
Stewart  and  George  Bodine  lying  in  the  road  horribly  mutilated,  the 
latter  scalped.  They  also  found  one  citizen.  The  other  citizen  and 
Private  Ducket,  of  Company  K,  could  not  be  found.  My  opinion  is 
they  were  burned  in  Sage  Creek  Station,  which  was  found  burnt  by 
the  command  on  their  return.  Ten  of  the  men  have  returned  to 
this  post;  the  balance  are  doing  all  they  can  to  keep  open  the  road, 


296  LOUISIANA   AND   THE    TRANS-MISSISSIPPI.  [Chap.  LX. 

but  the  force  is  inadequate  to  cope  witli  the  number  of  Indians  now 
committing  depredations  on  the  Overland  Stage  Line  between  the 
North  Platte  Crossing  and  Sulphur  Spring  Station. 

I  am,  sir,"  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  BROWif, 
First  Lieut.  Company  K,  Eleventh  Ohio   Vol.  Cav.,  Comdg.  Detach. 

Capt.   J.   L.   HlIMFREVILLE, 

Eleventh  Ohio   Vol.  Cav.,  Comdg.  Fort  Hallecl;  Dale.  Ter. 


No.  3. 
Report  of  First  Sergt.  Samuel  B.   White,  Eleventh  Ohio  Cavalry. 

Platte  Bridge,  Dak.  Ter.,  Jime  13,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  June  3  six  Indians  appeared 
on  bank  of  Platte  Eiver  opposite  quarters,  -whose  object  appeared  to 
be  to  draw  men  from  this  post.  As  soon  as  the  alarm  -was  given  I  dis- 
])atc1ied  a  messenger  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Plumb,  of  the  Eleventh 
Kansas  Cavalry,  and  ordered  men  to  fire  on  Indians,  which  resulted 
in  two  of  their  horses  being  criijyjled.  These  shots  were  fired  from 
12pounder  mountain  howitzer,  which  drove  Indians  over  blufls.  On 
Colonel  Plumb's  arrival  I  sent  corporal  and  ten  men  to  blufls  on  north 
side  of  Platte  to  watch  movements  of  Indians  until  the  command  of 
Colonel  Plumb  arrived.  Also  one  sergeant  and  ten  men  afoot  in  their 
rear  to  prevent  their  being  cut  off"  by  superior  forces.  The  mounted 
men  saw  one  Indian  going  toward  telegraph  line,  with  the  intention  of 
cutting  it.  They  pursued  liim  and  crippled  his  horse.  About  2  o'clock 
Colonel  Plumb's  detachment  arrived.  I  then  sent  the  mounted  squad 
of  corporal  and  ten  men  with  him  to  pursue  Indians.  They  returned 
about  8.30  o'clock  and  reported  one  man  of  this  command  killed,  whose 
body  was  recovered  and  brought  in  to  the  post.  Lieutenant  Bretney 
and  ten  mounted  men  were  absent,  having  started  for  Saint  Mary's 
May  3L  He  returned  to  this  post  June  5,  1865. 
Very  respectfully, 

S.  B.  WHITE, 
First  Sergeant,  Commanding  Post. 

Col.  T.  Moonlight, 

Comdg.  North  Sub-District  of  the  Plains,  Fort  Laramie,  Dale.  Ter. 


MAY  27,  1865.— Skirmish  in  Chariton  County,  Mo. 

Report  of  Col.  Alexander  F.  Denny,  Sixty-second  Missouri  Militia. 

Glasgoay,  May  28,  1865. 
Captain  Denny  reports  that  the  Keytesville  Missouri  Militia,  Captain 
Dolman,  had  a  skirmish  with  Jackson  in  Cliariton  County  yesterday. 
Killed  Jackson's  horse  from  under  him.    Jackson  and  his  men  escaped. 
Captain  Denny  is  on  the  lookout  for  them. 

A.  r.  DENNY, 

Colonel. 
Brigadier-General  Pratt. 
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MAY  27,  1865.— Skirmish  at  Switzler's  Mill,  Chariton  County,  Mo. 

Report  of  Col.  Alexander  F.  Denny,  Sixty-second  Missouri  Afilitia. 

Glasgow,  3£ay  28, 1865. 
Lieuteuant  Wright,  of  Captain  Denny's  company  of  Koanoke  Mis- 
souri Militia,  had  a  skirmish  with  some  of  Eider's  guerrillas  yesterday 
morning  at  3  o'clock,  at  Switzler's  Mill,  iu  Chariton  County.  He  had 
them  surrounded  and  forced  a  part  of  them  into  the  mill  pond,  one  of 
whom,  Notes,  of  Chariton  County,  was  drowned;  one  other  supposed 
to  be  wounded.  In  tlie  darkness  the  rest  escaped.  The  lieutenant 
captured  one  horse  and  several  jnstols.    No  loss  on  our  side. 

A.  P.  DENNY, 


Colonel. 


Brijjadier-General  Pratt. 


MAY  S9,  1865-NOVEMBER  14,  1866.— Operations  in  Texas  and  on  the  Rid 

Grande. 

Report  of  Maj.  Oen.  Philip  II.  Sheridan,  U.  S.  Army. 

Headquaeteks  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  November  11, 1866. 

General  :  In  compliance  with  letter  of  instructions,  dated  October 
4, 18CG,  1  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  operations 
within  the  limits  of  my  command  since  the  29th  of  May,  1865 : 

On  17th  of  May,  1805,  I  was  relieved  from  command  of  the  Middle 
Military  Division  and  assigned  to  the  command  of  all  the  territory  west 
of  the  Mississippi  and  south  of  the  Arkansas  Eivers,  with  directions  to 
report  to  Lieutenant-General  Grant  for  instructions.  This  territory 
embraced  at  that  time  within  its  limits  the  only  organized  rebel  army 
left  in  the  Confederacy,  which  was  under  the  command  of  the  rebel 
General  E.  Kirby  Smith,  with  headquarters  at  Shreveport,  or  vicinity, 
iu  the  State  of  Louisiana.  My  instructions  from  the  lieutenant-general 
were  to  operate  against  this  command,  to  break  it  up  or  destroy  it. 
For  this  purpose  I  was  authorized  to  draw  from  Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Rey- 
nolds, commanding  Department  of  Arkansas,  12,000  men,  andfrom  Maj. 
Gen.  E.  R.  S.  Canby,  commanding  the  Military  Division  of  West  Mis- 
sissippi, 25,000  men;  together  with  the  Fourth  and  Twenty-fifth  Army 
Corps  and  a  column  of  from  8,000  to  9,000  cavalry  to  be  collected  from 
Louisiana,  West  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  and  Alabama.  The  aggregate 
strength  of  this  force  was  about  80,000  men. 

On  the  29ta  of  May  I  assumed  control  of  this  new  command,  designat- 
ing it  the  Military  Division  of  the  Southwest,  with  headquarters  at  New 
Orleans,  La. ;  anil,  at  about  the  same  time,  received  intelligence  of  the 
surrender  of  E.  Kirby  Smith,  through  commissioners  sent  from  him  to 
Major-General  Canby.  This  surrender  was  made,  but  bore  upon  its 
face  double  dealing  on  the  part  of  the  rebel  commaiuler,  or  his  agents, 
as  the  Texas  troops  had  declined  to  surrender,  and  had  disbanded  to 
their  homes,  destroying  magazines  and  carrying  with  them  arms  and 
ammunition  from  the  different  arsenals.  General  Smith  proceeded  to 
Galveston,  and  from  thence  escaped  to  Mexico,  in  violation  of  the  agree- 
ment he  had  bound  himself  to  observe.  This  conduct  on  his  part  may 
have  arisen  from  the  fact  that  it  could  not  be  concealed  that  his  real 
object  in  offering  to  surrender  was  to  get  security  for  the  Arkansas, 
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Louisiana,  and  Missouri  troops  to  return  to  their  homes,  knowing  full 
well  that  the  Texas  troops  did  not  intend  to  surrender,  and  that  most 
of  them  had  already  gone  to  their  homes;  that  while  they  were 
destroying  their'  arsenals  and  carrying  home  with  them  their  arms,  it 
was  their  constant  boast  that  they  were  not  conquered  and  that  they 
would  renew  the  fight  at  some  future  day. 

Previous  to  the  surrender,  and  in  anticipation  of  the  successful  escape 
of  Jefferson  Davis,  and  his  i)robable  arrival  in  the  Trans-Mississippi 
Department,  it  had  been  contemplated  to  organize  a  column  of  15,000 
Confederates  at  Marshall,  Tex.,  for  the  invasion  of  Mexico.  This 
scheme  failed,  perhaps  from  the  capture  of  Mr.  Davis;  but  while  the 
main  scheme  of  sending  thel5,000  men  to  Mexico  failed,  numerous  bauds, 
squads,  and  parties,  numbering  perhaps  3,000  or  4,000  men,  crossed  the 
Eio  Grande  into  Mexico.  In  view  of  this  and  the  troubles  of  our  sister 
Eepublic,  and  taking  into  consideration  the  fact  that  all  our  military 
projects  during  the  war  against  Texas  had  been  failures,  and  that  on 
this  account  the  Union  people  there  had  come  to  look  upon  the  Govern- 
ment as  weak,  it  was  determined  to  throw  a  large  force  into  that  State 
and  along  the  Eio  Grande  border.  The  accomplishment  of  this  purpose 
was  accompanied  with  great  labor  from  various  causes,  but  it  was  suc- 
cessfully achieved. 

Among  the  first  difficulties  were  the  inadequacy  of  the  depot  at  this 
place  for  the  requirements  of  the  service  to  be  accomplished,  the  absence 
of  all  mercantile  marine,  and  the  worthless  character  of  most  of  the 
transportation  held  by  the  quartermaster's  department  here  for  the  pur- 
pose of  crossing  the  Gulf  or  entering  the  ports  of  Texas,  the  destruc- 
tion of  all  the  wharves  at  the  ports  in  .Texas  with  the  exception  of  Gal- 
veston, by  the  Confederates,  and  the  long  line  of  communications  to  the 
points  occupied  in  the  interior,  over  which  supplies  had  to  be  sent;  and 
last,  but  not  least,  the  great  reluctance  of  the  troops,  officers  and  men, 
to  continue  for  a  longer  period  in  the  service,  they  claiming  that  they 
had  fulfilled  their  contract  with  the  Government,  and  that  it  was  but 
just  they  should  be  mustered  out.  The  movement  of  the  Thirteenth 
Corps  had  been  ordered  before  I  reached  Kew  Orleans.  One  division 
of  it,  under  Maj.  Gen.  F.  J.  Herron,  proceeded  to  occupy  the  line  of  the 
Eed  Eiver  in  Louisiana,  and  Marshall  and  Jefierson  iu  Northeastern 
Texas;  one  division,  under  Maj.  Gen.  F.  Steele,  was  under  orders  for 
the  Eio  Grande  line;  the  third  division,  under  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower, 
was  ordered  to  Galveston,  from  thence  to  occupy  the  line  of  railroad 
from  Galveston  to  Brenham,  while  Maj.  Gen.  Gordon  Granger,  who  was 
in  command  of  the  corps,  was  assigned  to  general  command  iu  Texas. 

While  these  movements  of  the  Thirteenth  Corps  were  in  progress  I 
was  rapidly  collecting  at  Alexandria,  La.,  a  column  of  cavalry,  about 
4,500  strong,  to  be  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Custer,  and  another 
column  at  Shreveport,  La.,  about  5,000  strong,  to  be  commanded  by 
Maj.  Gen.  Wesley  Merritt.  These  cavalry  columns  were  collected  from 
different  points  in  the  States  before  mentioned,  and  were  transferred 
up  Eed  Eiver  by  steam-boats,  under  great  difficulties  from  the  low  stage 
of  the  water;  were  organized  into  divisions,  equipped,  supplied,  and 
prepared  to  march  for  their  respective  points  of  destination,  Merritt's 
division  to  march,  via  Marshall,  to  San  Antonio,  and  Custer's  division, 
via  Hempstead,  to  Austin,  Tex.;  the  columns  marching  nearly  parallel 
to  each  other  and  something  like  100  miles  apart.  These  columns  took 
with  them  a  small  pontoon  train  to  cross  streams  on  the  line  of  march, 
and  for  the  additional  object  of  being  able  to  cross  the  Eio  Grande, 
should  the  Government  elect  to  send  troops  in  that  direction.    While 
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the  movements  of  tlie  Thirteenth.  Corps  and  cavalry  were  going  on 
the  Twenty-fifth  Corps  was  embarked  at  City  Point,  Va.,  for  the 
coast  of  Texas,  to  -occupy  the  points  of  Indianola,  Corpus  Christi, 
Brazos  Santiago,  and  the  line  of  the  Eio  Grande,  inost  of  the  corps 
however,  being  sent  to  the  Eio  Grande  line.  Great  trouble  was  expe- 
rienced in  the  landing  of  the  troops  of  this  corps,  in  consequence  of  the 
bad  harbors  in  Texas,  the  great  draft  of  the  vessels  employed  as 
transports,  and  the  absence  of  suitable  lighters  to  convey  the  troops 
across  the  bars.  While  the  foregoing  operations  were  in  progress  the 
Fourth  Army  Corps,  numbering  about  10,000  men,  with  all  its  field 
transportation,  arrived  in  New  Orleans,  having  been  ordered  to  report 
to  me  for  service  in  Texas,  and  was  transported  as  rapidly  as  possible 
to  Indianola,  from  thence  to  Victoria,  and  ordered  to  occupy  the  line 
from  that  point  to  San  Antonio. 

The  troops  on  the  line  from  Galveston  to  Austin  were  supplied  with 
comparative  ease,  as  the  bar  at  Galveston  offered  no  very  difficult  obsta- 
cle; the  wharves,  although  in  bad  condition,  still  sufficed;  the  railroad 
from  Hempstead  to  Brenham  was  in  condition  to  transfer  our  necessary 
supplies,  and  from  Brenham  to  Austin  there  was  a  passable  wagon 
road. 

The  landing  of  the  troops  at  Indianola  was  difficult  on  account  of  the 
dangerous  bar,  which  had  to  be  lightered  over  from  the  transports,  and 
in  consequence  of  the  destruction  of  the  wharves  the  lightering  had  to  be, 
in  most  cases,  to  the  shore  in  small  boats.  Then,  when  the  troops  were 
landed,  there  was  no  water  for  a  distance  of  eighteen  miles,  and  they 
had  to  be  hurried  over  this  distance  as  soon  as  landed,  and  from  thence 
to  Victoria,  where  timber  and  water  could  be  obtained  in  abundance. 
Victoria  is  distant  from  Indianola  about  thirty-flve  or  forty  miles. 

After  these  difficulties  had  been  overcome  it  was  found  that  the 
country  between  Indianola  and  Victoria  was  not  passable  for  wagons  in 
the  winter,  and  the  railroad  from  Lavaca  to  Victoria  had  to  be  repaired 
at  much  labor  and  some  expense,  else  the  troops  would  have  had  to 
come  back  to  their  supplies  at  Lavaca  and  Indianola,  where  there  was  no 
water.  I  therefore  ordered  the  railroad  repaired,  and  after  it  was  in 
running  order  sold  it  to  the  company,  covering  the  cost  of  repairs. 
The  wharf  at  Indianola  had  also  to  be  built  entire,  and  when  completed 
sold  to  cover  th  e  expen  ses  i  n  curred .  B  ut  on  account  of  these  obstacles, 
and  especially  the  difficulty  of  crossing  the  outer  bar,  which  is  about 
twenty  miles  from  the  landing,  some  of  the  transports  had  to  return  to 
New  Orleans  or  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver  for  water  for  the 
troops  and  coal  for  the  transports. 

At  Brazos  Santiago  the  wharf  had  been  destroyed,  and  many  of  the 
same  difficulties  occurred  here,  and  some  of  the  transports  had  also  to 
return  to  New  Orleans  and  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver  for  sup- 
plies of  coal  and  water.  The  troops  on  this  line  ^ere  extended  up  the  Eio 
Grande  as  far  as  Laredo,  and  on  this  line  much  the  larger  number  of 
troops  were  placed.  A  wharf  had  to  be  built  at  Brazos,  and  at  first  the 
troops  up  the  Eio  Grande  were  supplied  by  small  steamers,  which  we  had 
sent  to  that  river,  but  the  difficulties  of  entrance  at  the  mouth  of  the  Eio 
Grande  made  this  line  of  supply  very  dangerous  and  precarious  for  the 
supply  of  the  troops,  as  sometimes  a  transport  could  not  cross  the  bar  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river  for  nine  or  ten  days.  I  therefore  ordered  the 
building  of  a  railroad  from  Brazos  to  White's  Eanch,  on  the  Eio  Grande 
Eiver — a  distance  of  eleven  miles — and  this  gave  security  to  the  supply 
of  the  troops.  This  railroad  was  afterward  sold  at  about  $40,000  over 
the  actual  expense  of  construction.  All  these  difficulties  in  the  move- 
ment of  troops  were  overcome,  and  m  a  short  period  of  time. 
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The  effect  of  this  large  movement  of  troops  on  the  destiny  of  Impe- 
rialism in  Mexico  has  not  been  fully  appreciated  by  our  people.  It  is, 
however,  well  known  that  while  we  were  struggling  for  a  republican 
existence  against  organized  rebellion,  and  when  nearly  all  the  heads 
of  the  governments  in  Europe  (except  Eussia)  wished,  and  did  believe, 
that  republicanism  was  not  a  success,  the  Emperor  of  the  French 
undertook  the  bold  expedition  to  subvert  the  Kepublic  of  Mexico. 
There  was  no  territorial  question  to  be  settled,  and  history  will  not 
■excuse  the  attempted  annihilation  of  a  nation  on  the  plea  of  non-pay- 
ment of  a  million  or  two  of  debts  due.  There  was  no  good  excuse  for  this 
attempted  violation  of  rights,  and  the  history  of  imperialism  in  Mexico 
Is  only  the  history  of  the  buccaneer  Morgan  on  a  more  extended  scale, 
who  at  one  time  captured  and  hcjld  Panama,  on  the  isthmus,  until  he 
could  hold  it  no  longer.  So  that,  when  this  movement  of  our  troops  to 
Texas  and  the  Eio  Grande  took  place,  we  found  the  line  of  that  river 
and  all  Northern  Mexico  in  the  hands  of  Imperialism,  a  government 
-whicli  collected  no  taxes,  had  no  system  of  government,  and  supported 
its  partisans,  soldiers,  and  civilians  by  levying  contributions  on  the 
poor  inhabitants.  But  the  appearance  of  our  troops  and  the  knowl- 
edge that  friends  were  on  the  border  went  like  electricity  to  the  homes 
and  hearts  of  the  Mexican  people.  The  rebels  who  had  escaped  from 
■our  country  received  no  sympathy,  and  in  less  than  a  year  this  hardy 
people,  without  money,  without  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  and 
"without  supplies,  have  recaptured  Matamoras,  Camargo,  Presidio  de 
Hio  Grande,  Lampazos,  Monterey,  Saltillo,  Monclova,  Duraugo,  Chi- 
Jiuahua,  and  in  fact  hold  nearly  all  of  the  country,  putting  the  invaders 
on  the  defensive,  and  confining  them  to  the  Valley  of  Mexico,  with  a 
fair  prospect  of  their  speedy  extermination.  I  have  felt  much  interest 
in  this  event,  because  I  have  always  believed  that  the  occupation  of 
Mexico  was  a  part  of  the  rebellion ;  and  believing  that  the  contest  in 
our  own  country  was  for  the  vindication  of  republicanism,  I  did  not 
think  that  that  vindication  would  be  complete  until  Maximilian  was 
compelled  to  leave. 

The  course  taken  by  nearly  every  newspaper  in  the  lately  rebellious 
States  was  sympathy  for  Maximilian,  and  the  sentiment  of  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  population  was  likewise ;  and  so  determined  was  this  on 
the  part  of  thousands  of  adventurers  that  the  Cordova  emigration 
scheme  was  gotten  up,  and  had,  I  think,  for  its  object  the  formation  of 
a  Maximilian- American  party,  composed  of  Confederates  entertaining 
antipathy  toward  our  Government.  Many  of  these,  having  no  means, 
would  have  drifted  into  the  army  of  Maximilian.  1  had  to  take  strong 
grounds  against  this  emigration,  and  finally  broke  it  up  by  refusing 
to  permit  emigrants  to  emlaark  from  the  sea-ports  within  the  limits  of 
my  command.  The  effect  of  the  presence  of  our  troops  in  Texas  and 
on  the  Rio  Grande,  as. alluded  to  heretofore,  on  the  destiny  of  imperi- 
alism, was  great.  It  had  not  a  friend  among  the  officers  or  men  from 
the  highest  to  the  lowest  grade,  and  the  effect  was  depressing  in  the 
extreme,  so  much  so,  that  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  had  a  demand 
been  made  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  Imperial  troops,  on  the  ground 
that  the  invasion  of  Mexico  was  a  part  of  the  rebellion,  it  would  have 
been  granted  and  the  miseries  of  that  country  for  the  last  year 
avoided.  While  the  Imperial  troops  held  the  line  of  the  Rio  Grande 
the  strictest  neutrality  was  preserved.  Since  they  were  driven  away 
the  same  honorable  neutrality  has  been  preserved  toward  the  Liberal 
Government. 
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The  number  of  troops  sent  to  Texas  was  about  52,000.  Shortly  after 
they  bad  arrived  and  become  somewhat  settled,  orders  came  for  the 
muster  out  o  about. 47,000  of  this  force,  and  the  muster  out  was  car 
ned  on  gradually  and  in  accordance  with  our  ability  to  bring  them 
back,  so  that  the  movement  may  be  considered  as  equal  to  a  continu- 
ous movement-  of  over  90,000  men  over  the  most  difficult  line  of  oper- 
ations which  we  have  m  the  country.  I  make  these  remarks  because 
iT^^  ^^.^  *^*^  impression  atone  time  that  the  Quartermaster-General 
dul  not  fully  understand  the  magnitude  of  the  movement,  or  the  natural 
obstacles  iii  the  way  of  its  accomplishment,  and  we  had  to  struggle 
for  six  months  without  funds,  on  the  plea  that  the  Brazos  Eailroad 
was  constructed  without  authority,  and  the  public  service  made  to 
sufter  a  punishment  by  this  denial  of  funds.  I  believe  the  Quarter- 
master-General was  influenced  in  this  act  by  the  representations  of 
incompetent  inspectors  sent  out  to  make  reports. 

The  condition  of  civil  affairs  in  Texas  was  anomalous,  singular,  and 
unsatisfactory.  I  found  the  provisional  governor,  backed  by  a  small 
portion  of  thepopulation,  had  for  his  standard  of  loyalty,  "Abhorrence 
for  the  rebellion  and  glory  in  its  defeat;"  while  his  successor,  as  actual 
governor,  had  for  his  standard  of  loyalty,  "Pride  in  rebelhon;  that  it 
was  a  righteous  but  lost  cause,  being  overpowered  by  the  Federal  forces." 
Both  of  these  representatives  of  the  civil  law,  entertaining  opposite 
standards  for  the  loyalty  of  their  subjects,  I  was  required  to  support, 
and  did  it  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  but  it  has  been  embarrassing  in  the 
extreme.  Governor  H  amilton ,  the  provisional  governor,  was  clamorous 
for  more  troops,  and  in  several  communications  to  me  asserted  that 
the  civil  law  could  not  be  carried  out;  that  freedmen  would  be  killed 
and  Union  men  driven  from  the  State  without  military  support,  which 
I  gave  whenever  it  was  possible.  Governor  Throckmorton,  the  present 
governor,  w^auts  all  the  troops  moved  from  the  settled  portions  of  the 
State,  asserting  that  the  civil  law  was  all  right;  that  justice  would  be 
done  to  freedmen.  Union  men,  and  our  soldiers,  in  "the  courts.  But 
justice  is  not  done.  To  give  you  an  instance  of  this,  two  soldiers  were 
shotatBrenham,Tex.,  about  two  months  ago.  They  were  unarmed,  and 
offered  no  provocation.  The  grand  jury  could  find  no  bill  against  their 
would-be  assassins,  but  found  a  bill  against  Brevet  Major  Smith,  Sev- 
enteenth Infantry,  for  burglary,  because  he  broke  into  the  house  of 
some  citizens  in  his  attempt  to  arrest  these  men.  My  own  opinion  is 
that  the  trial  of  a  white  man  for  the  murder  of  a  freedman  in  Texas 
would  be  a  farce,  and  in  making  this  statement  I  make  it  because  truth 
comjiels  me,  and  for  no  other  reason. 

During  the  last  six  months  Indian  depredations  have  taken  place  on 
the  remote  frontier.  Their  exten  t  is  not  defined  as  yet,  but  they  are  not 
very  alarming,  and  I  think  that  the  governor  has,  to  some  extent,  been 
influenced  by  exaggerated  reports,  gotten  up  in  some  instances  by  fron- 
tier people  to  get  a  market  for  their  produce,  and  in  other  instances  by 
army  contractors  to  make  money.  I  have  ordered  two  regiments  of 
cavalry  to  the  frontier  and  placed  a  regiment  of  infantry  at  Austin,  to 
be  moved  if  necessary.  It  is  strange  that  over  a  white  man  killed  by 
Indians  on  an  extensive  frontier  the  greatest  excitement  will  take  place, 
but  over  the  killing  of  many  freedmen  in  the  settlements  nothing  is 
done.  I  cannot  help  but  see  this,  and  I  cannot  help  but  tell  it  to  my 
superiors,  no  matter  how  unpleasant  it  may  be  to  the  authorities  of 
Texas.  I  will  establish  the  frontier  posts  in  Texas  in  the  early  spring. 
It  was  not  done  heretofore  on  account  of  having  no  available  regular 
troops,  and  to  have  attempted  it  with  volunteer  troops,  desirous  of 
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returning  to  their  homes,  would  have  involved  an  expense  which  I  did 
not  like  to  put  upon  the  Government.  In  Louisiana  there  was  about 
as  much  if  not  more  anomaly  in  civil  affairs  than  in  Texas. 

Our  depot  was  in  New  Orieans,  which,  from  its  geographical  position, 
became  the  main  depot  of  the  Gulf  States,  and  in  fact  the  whole  South- 
west. This  place  had  necessarily  been  the  headquarters  of  superior 
commanders,  and,  as  many  of  them  appeared  to  have  more  ability  in 
civil  than  in  military  affairs,  they  left  the  results  of  that  ability  to  be 
settled  by  myself  and  the  subordinate  officers  of  my  command;  ques- 
tions and  claims,  semi-military  and  semi-civil,  of  every  possible  phase, 
and  so  numerous  and  complicated  that,  after  a  fair  examination,  I  think 
that  it  will  require  one  officer  and  ten  clerks  for  over  twelve  months 
to  brief  and  systematize  what  is  yet  left.  The  settlement  of  such  of 
those  claims  as  have  already  come  up  has  been  a  dead  weight  upon  the 
legitimate  military  duties  of  my  command.  Then  there  was  the  accumu- 
lation at  this  place  of  material  of  war  of  every  possible  character,  from 
ocean  steamships  down  to  pickaxes  and  spades,  the  disposition  of 
which  gave  great  labor,  but,  by  keeping  steadily  to  work,  and  by  the 
good  judgment  of  subordinate  commanders  and  staff  officers  of  the 
different  bureaus,  this  depot  is  now  reduced  to  the  present  wants  of 
the  service. 

At  the  time  of  my  arrival  at  New  Orleans,  as  before  alluded  to,  the 
civil  affairs  were  much  mixed  up.  Governor  J.  Madison  Wells  was 
legitimately  holding  the  position  of  governor,  but  a  new  election  was 
to  occur  in  the  summer  or  fall;  and  although,  from  the  antecedents  of 
the  governor,  who  supported  the  Federal  authority,  1  had  reason  to 
expect  good  judgment,  still,  either  on  account  of  the  approaching  elec- 
tion, in  which  he  was  a  candidate  for  re-election,  or  because  he  thought 
it  best,  he  was  filling  a  number  of  vacancies  in  offices  throughout  the 
State  by  returned  (Jonfederates.  I  did  not  know  this,  as  it  was  none 
of  my  business,  until  I  learned  it  by  the  constant  appeals  made  to  me 
by  men  who  were  turned  out  to  give  place  to  newcomers  whom  they 
did  not  think  deserving,  and  I  only  speak  of  it  now  because  it  led, 
afterward,  to  bitterness  and  shedding  of  blood,  in  which  the  military 
were  to  some  extent  involved.  The  governor  was  re-elected  and  the 
legislature  met,  but  it  was  found  that  the  governor  had  one  will  and 
the  legislature  had  another;  each  hated  the  other,  and  trouble  was  sure 
to  come.  Not  only  was  the  legislature  in  antagonism  with  the  governor, 
but  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  subordinate  civil  authorities  in  the  State  were 
against  him.  Many  of  these  he  had  himself  appointed,  if  they  still 
held  over  after  the  election.  Then  the  governor  commenced  making 
appeals  to  the  military  authorities  to  support  him;  and  when  it  was 
proper  and  legitimate,  to  serve  the  ends  of  justice,  such  support  was 
given,  but  when  it  was  to  satisfy  paHisan  or  political  purposes,  it  was 
refused,  and  the  military  assumed  the  position  that  politics  was  out- 
side of  the  profession,  and  that  it  could  not  be  called  on  legitimately  to 
serve  the  interests  of  either  side.  This  bitter  political  feeling  finally 
culminated  in  the  massacre  of  the  30th  of  July,  186G.  I  ]>ave  thought 
that  had  I  been  in  the  city  this  slaughter  might  have  been  avoided,  but  I 
did  not  expect  it  to  occur,  and  I  was  led  to  this  belief  by  a  conversation, 
which  I  had,  about  the  1st  of  June  last,  with  Judge  Durell,  who  was 
the  president  of  the  Louisiana  convention  of  1864,  and  who  told  me  that 
he  would  decline  to  call  it  together.  He  asked  if  it  could  have  mili- 
tary support.  I  said  it  could  not;  that  I  would  not  allow  the  military 
to  be  used  for  party  purposes,  but  that  if  the  parties  in  the  State  came 
into  collision  it  would  be  my  duty  to  maintain  the  peace  of  the  country, 
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as  I  had  believed  for  some  time  past  that  the  safety  of  life  and  property 
did  not  rest  with  the  civil  authorities  when  there  was  any  jrreat  dis- 
turbing cause. 

In  Florida  there  were  no  political  issues  involving  the  military  authori- 
ties, although  much  anuoyance  occasionally  came  from  arrests  of  officers 
and  soldiers  for  acts  alleged  to  have  been  committed  during  the  rebel- 
lion. The  people  of  Florida  appeared  to  realize  the  fact  that  it  would 
not  make  much  difference  to  them  what  party  was  in  power,  and  that 
their  best  interest  was  to  take  off  their  coats  and  go  to  work  to  repair 
the  disaster  of  the  rebellion.  On  the  27th  of  June,  1865,  the  tempo- 
rary Military  Division  of  the  Southwest  was  abolished  by  the  creation 
of  the  Military  Division  of  the  Gulf,  which  included  the  Departments 
of  Texas,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Florida.  These  departments 
were,  respectively,  commanded  by  Major- Generals  Wright,  Canby, 
Slocum,  and  Foster.  On  October  7, 1865,  the  Department  of  Missis- 
sippi was  transferred  to  the  Military  Division  of  the  Tennessee.  On 
May  22, 1866,  Major-General  Canby,  having  been  ordered  to  Washing- 
ton, was  succeeded  by  Bvt.  Maj.  Geu.  A.  Baird  in  the  command  of  the 
Department  of  Louisiana. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
Major-  General,  U.  S.  Army. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Washington,  D.  C. 


MAY  — ,  1865. — Operations  in  Johnson  County,  Mo. 

Report  of  Lieut.  William  E.  Chester,  Johnson  County  Missouri  Militia. 

Camp  Geovee,  neae  Waeeensbueg,  Mo., 

May  8,  1865. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  orders 
from  the  colonel  commanding  this  district,  I  assumed  command  of  an 
escort  from  this  place  to  Lexington.  At  that  place  I  was  joined  by 
Captain  Arnold  and  five  men,  making  my  total  force  twenty-seven  men. 
On  my  return  I  took  the  Columbus  road  until  I  reached  the  farm  of 
the  Widow  Butler,  sixteen  miles  north  of  Columbus.  I  then  moved  to 
the  right  in  the  direction  of  the  head  of  Davis'  Creek.  After  reaching 
the  timber  I  came  to  the  farm  of  Philip  Varner,  where  I  found  the 
guerrilla  band  of  Jesse  Hamlet.  They  were  getting  dinner;  some  were 
writing  letters.  I  immediately  ordered  my  men  to  charge.  They  fully 
obeyed  my  orders.  The  result  was  two  rebels  killed,  named  Stephenson 
and  Herr.  Hamlet  was  wounded,  but  made  his  escape.  Stephenson  was 
killed  by  Private  William  H.  Brown,  of  the  Johnson  County  Volunteer 
Militia;  Herr  was  killed  by  Privates  Reed,  Mauseliund,  and  Adams,  of 
Captain  Arnold's  company.  Near  the  house  in  the  woods  we  caught  a 
son  of  Varner's  and  intended  to  bring  him  to  this  place.  When  near 
the  farm  of  a  W.  White  he  jumped  from  his  horse  and  ran  into  the 
brush.  The  guard  fired  on  him,  but  what  the  result  was  I  do  not  know. 
I  am  confident  he  was  a  member  of  the  band,  as  we  found  a  shotgan, 
a  musket  barrel,  and  a  French  navy  revolver  that  he  said  belonged  to 
him.    I  ordered  the  citizens  of  the  county  to  bury  the  dead  bushwhack- 
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ers,  which  was  done  near  Maxwell's  blacksmith  shop,  ten  miles  north 
of  Columbus.  When  near  the  latter  place  I  stopped  at  the  farm  of 
Mrs.  llenick  to  rest,  and  while  there  a  band  of  over  thirty  rebels  rode 
up  to  the  house.  As  soon  as  they  discovered  us  they  broke  to  run. 
Their  commander  tried  to  rally  them,  but  in  vain.  We  mounted  and 
pursued  them.  Theu'  course  was  down  Blackwater.  They  kept  in  the 
brush  and  scattered  several  times.  Near  the  farm  of  Mr.  Harrison  I 
came  in  sight  of  them.  After  a  sharp  run  of  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
I  got  in  reach  of  them.  I  ordered  my  men  to  use  their  carbines  at  long 
range  and  save  their  revolvers  for  close  quarters.  In  the  lane  of  the 
farm  belonging  to  the  Widow  Williams,  six  miles  north  of  this  post 
and  in  sight  of  town,  the  rebel  commander  tried  to  form  his  force  to 
give  us  fight.  When  they  had  got  their  lines  half  formed  I  ordered  a 
charge.  My  men  charged  them  with  a  shout,  when  the  rebels  ran  and 
commenced  cutting  their  plunder  loose  from  their  saddles.  I  pressed 
them  on  a  run  for  about  four  miles.  I  followed  on  within  about  three 
miles  of  Kirkpatrick's  Mill.  My  men  and  horses  were  so  exhausted  I 
did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  pursue  them  farther,  and  returned  to 
camp.  I  captured  seven  head  of  horses.  I  left  them  in  the  country. 
I  will  get  them  soon.  Also  a  lot  of  dry  goods,  the  amount  I  do  not 
know.  I  turned  them  over  to  the  provost-marshal  of  the  district.  I 
cannot  close  my  report  without  mentioning  the  disloyalty  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  country  through  which  I  passed.  They  would  not  give  any 
information  in  regard  to  bushwhackers ;  deny  any  being  in  the  country. 
I  am  thankful-  to  Captain  Arnold  for  the  assistance  he  gave  me. 
Although  not  in  command  he  gave  me  all  the  assistance  in  his  power. 
Some  of  the  men  with  me  acted  very  badly  on  the  last  day.  Instead 
of  keeping  their  places  in  ranks  when  I  was  charging  the  rebels,  in 
violation  of  my  positive  orders  they  dismounted  to  gather  up  the  plun- 
der the  rebels  were  abandoning  on  the  road,  but  their  number  was  few. 
Soldiers  who  will  do  so  are  a  disgrace  to  the  uniform  they  wear. 
I  am,  captain,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  CHESTER, 
First  Lieut.,  Gomdg.  Johnson   County  Militia,  Comdg.  Scout. 

Capt.  C.  G.  Laukant, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  District  of  Central  Missouri, 


JUNE  2,  1865. — Operations  about  Fort  Rice,  Dak.  Ter. 

Report  of  Col.  Charles  A.  li.  Bimon,  First  U.  S.  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Post  Commandant, 

Fort  Bice,  Dale.  Ter.,  June  2,  1865. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  communicated  with  you 
last  on  the  26th  of  May,  1865.  I  regret  to  announce  that  First  Lieut.  B.  S. 
Wilson,  superintendent  of  buildings,  died  this  day  at  12  m.,  from  the 
effects  of  arrow  wounds  received  on  the  26th  ultimo.  Hostile  Indians 
made  their  appearance  this  a.  m.  at  7  o'clock  at  five  different  points 
encircling  the  fort.  I  advanced  my  infantry  and  occupied  the  bluffs 
in  rear  and  right  and  left  of  fort,  the  Indians  falling  back  as  I  advanced. 
I  sent  out  all  my  mounted  infantry  with  about  sixty  mounted  warriors 
of  Two  Bear's  and  Bear  Eib's  bauds,  with  a  mountain  howitzer,  and 
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pursued  tliem  nearly  to  what  is  called  Crystal  Palace  Blufi".  They 
made  but  one  stand-out  of  musket  range.  A  few  shells  thrown  among 
them  scattered  them,  they  leaving  robes  and  throwing  clothing  off  in 
all  directions.  At  one  time  a  volley  from  an  ambuscade  they  had 
formed  came  very  near  proving  disastrous  to  our  party;  their  aim  being 
too  high  they  did  not  do  any  damage.  They  shouted  to  the  friendly 
Indians  with  us  that  they  were  from  Young  Man's  Butte,  and  in  a  few 
days  a  large  party  would  arrive  to  attack  the  fort;  that  they  did  not 
want  to  fight  them  (the  friendly  Indians)  and  advised  them  to  join  them 
(the  hostile  Indians).  As  every  ravine  and  knoll  for  two  miles  con- 
tained squads  of  hostile  Indians,  I  am  unable  to  judge  of  their  exact 
number.  Fortunately  wo  have  good  grazing  and  feeding  near  the  post, 
and  I  shall  keep  everything  compact  and  guard  against  surprise. 
Major  Wilkinson,  the  Indian  agent,  passed  up  on  the  steamer  Lilly 
Martin  with  annuity  goods  lor  the  Blackfeet  and  Assinaboines.  He 
coincides  with  my  opinion  that  the  military  authorities  arc  the  best 
judges  as  to  whom  and  at  what  time  it  is  best  to  distribute  annuity 
goods;  that  all  agents  should  be  under  the  control  of  the  military 
authorities.  My  stock  has  become  very  much  reduced  this  winter  and 
I  was  unable  to  send  either  wagons  or  ammunition  to  Fort  Sully  by 
land  at  the  time  it  was  requested,  therefore  I  sent  it  on  boats.  The 
ammunition  I  Lave  now  started  by  laud  (eight  wagons),  my  stock  hav- 
ing picked  up.  It  takes  all  of  my  cattle  and  mules  at  post.  Captain 
risk's  brother  has  turned  me  over  a  12-pounder  mountain  howitzer. 
By  your  direction  Captain  Pope  ordered  me  to  send  him  all  of  the 
ammunition  for  that  caliber  gun.  I  have  kept  some  four  boxes  and 
would  respectfully  request  that  I  may  receive  some  shell  and  canister 
by  next  boat.  I  trust,  general,  that  Two  Bear  and  baud  may  receive 
some  of  the  annuity  goods  that  I  hear  of  being  distributed  at  Fort 
Sully.  He  has  been  a  true  and  faithful  Indian  and  been  of  much  serv- 
ice to  me  this  winter.  I  have  employed  his  and  Bear  Bib's  band  as  sol- 
diers and  issued  them  one  ration  per  day,  which  I  trust  will  meet  with 
your  approval. 

Asking  pardon  for  addressing  you  direct,  but  trusting  that  the  expla- 
nation in  my  last  letter  will  be  received,  I  remain,  yours,  truly  and 
respectfully, 

C.  A.  K.  DIMON, 
Colonel  First  TT.  S.  Volunteer  Infantry,  Commanding  Post. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  Sully, 

Commanding  District  of  Iowa. 


JUlfE  3,  1865. — Skirmish  with  Indians  at  Dry  Creek,  Dak.  Ter. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Preston  B.  Plumb,  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry, 

Gamp  Dodge,  near  Platte  Bridge,  Dale,  June  4,  1865. 

Sir  :   I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Saturday,  the  3d  instant, 

about  3  p.  m.,  a  party  of  ten  Indians  dashed  down  to  the  river-bank 

opposite  and  fired  upon  Platte  Bridge  Station.    The  garrison  returned 

the  fire,  wounding  a  pony;  the  Indians  then  fell  back.    Learning  of 
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this  by  messenger  from  the  station,  I  took  ten  men  of  Company  B, 
Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  and  leaving  word  for  twenty  more  of  Com- 
panies A  and  F  to  follow  speedily  as  possible,  proceeded  to  the  station, 
and  taking  with  me  from  there  ten  of  Company  G,  Eleventh  Ohio  Cav- 
alry, I  started  in  pursuit.  A  hard  chase  of  five  miles  brought  me  up 
-within  shooting  distance  of  the  Indians,  and  a  running  iight  ensued, 
which  resulted  in  1  Indian  pony  being  killed  and  2  Indians  wounded. 
Over  one-half  of  the  detachment  had  fallen  behind  on  account  of 
their  horses  not  being  able  to  keep  up,  and  the  Indians  made  an 
effort  to  turn  the  scale  by  suddeidy  wheeling  about  and  charging 
upon  us,  but  failing  to  induce  a  corresponding  movement  on  our  part 
they  scattered  and  ran  off  at  a  rate  of  s])eed  that  showed  that  their 
previously  comparatively  lagging  gait  had  some  ulterior  purpose  in 
view.  This  purpose  was  quite  apparent  immediately  after,  as  a  party 
of  about  sixty  Indians  came  charging  down  the  bottom  of  Dry  Creek 
half  a  mile  to  our  left,  with  the  apparent  purpose  of  getting  between  us 
and  the  station  and  cutting  off  tlie  stragglers.  But  at  this  time  the 
detachment  of  Companies  A  and  F  appeared  in  sight,  and  the  Indians 
Avheeled  about,  and  Are  pursued  as  rapidly  as  possible,  a  small  portion 
of  the  party  being  able  to  keep  within  shooting  distance  of  their  rear 
guard  for  a  mile  or  two.  Some  six  or  seven  of  A  and  F  companies  and 
one  of  Company  G,  Eleventh  Ohio,  pursued  a  party  to  the  right  and 
considerably  in" advance,  and  were  ambushed  by  about  thirty  Indians, 
front  and  rear,  and  being  somewhat  scattered  and  having  exhausted 
the  charges  of  their  revolvers  in  the  long  chase  were  unable  to  hold 
their  ground  until  assistance  could  come  up,  and  two  privates,  William 
T.  Bon  well,  Company  F,  Eleventh  Kansas,  and  Stahluecker,  Company  G, 
Eleventh  Ohio  Cavalry,  were  killed.  The  former  was  scalped ;  the  latter 
was  saved  from  mutilation  by  the  bravery  of  Private  Martin,  of  Com- 
pany A,  who  threw  himself  into  a  ravine  close  by  and  drove  the  Indians 
oft'  with  his  carbine.  These  men  would  probably  have  escaped  if  their 
horses  had  not  been  shot  and  fallen  with  them.  Private  Bonwell's  fall- 
ing on  him,  binding  him  firmly  to  the  earth.  This  advance  party  had 
shot  an  Indian,  killing  him,  and  part  of  them  were  catching  the  Indian's 
horse  when  they  dashed  upon  them,  making  a  complete  surprise.  After 
this  the  Indians  went  off  more  rapidly  than  ever  and  I  recalled  the  men 
and  ceased  pursuit.  The  men  all  behaved  with  their  usual  bravery. 
The  Indians  were  mostly  armed  with  firearms,  some  having  both  rifles 
and  revolvers.  They  were  Avell  mounted,  and  had  besides  about  twenty 
extra  ponies.  Tlie  consequences  of  lack  of  corn  for  our  animals  were 
painfully  apparent  after  the  first  two  miles  of  the  chase.  They  cannot 
compete  with  the  Indian  horses  even  for  that  distance  on  rough  ground. 
One  Indian  is  known  to  have  been  killed  and  from  4  to  6  wounded 
severely.  The  bodies  of  our  men  who  were  killed  were  brought  to  camp 
and  buried  to-day  with  military  honors.  The  affair  was  the  first  experi- 
ence of  the  kind  most  of  the  men  ever  had  and  was  of  value  to  them. 
It  will  also  serve  to  show  the  Indians  that  they  may  expect  to  fight 
often  as  an  occasion  is  presented. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  B.  PLUMB, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  Comdg.  Regiment. 

Lieut.  I.  I.  Tabee, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fort  Laramie. 
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JUNE  4-10,  1865. — Operations  against  Indians  near  Fort  Collins,  Colo.  Ter, 

Report  of  Capt.  Luther  Wihon^  First  Colorado  Cavalry. 

Headquarters, 
Fort  Collins,  Colo.  Ter.,  June  10, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  make  the  following  report  regardiug  all 
scouts  and  movements  of  troops  belonging  to  this  command  for  the 
week  ending  June  10,  1SC5: 

Word  came  last  Tuesday  from  Willow  Spring  Station  that  a  band  of 
Indians  had  visited  that  place.  After  compelling  the  stock  tender  to 
give  up  what  provisions  he  had,  they  left  without  committing  any 
further  deiiredations,  leaving  word  that  they  would  return.  I  imme- 
diately mounted  twenty-five  men  of  my  command  and  proceeded  up  the 
road  in  the  direction  of  the  above  place.  A  heavy  storm  came  up  soon 
after  starting,  making  tlie  roads  almost  impassable.  After  a  tedious 
march  of  thirty-seven  miles  I  reached  Virginia  Dale,  where  I  learned 
the  Indians  had  gone  into  the  mountains,  and  were  a  few  wandering, 
begging  Utes.  Thinking  it  useless  to  follow  them,  as  the  rain  had 
washed  out  all  traces  of  the  trail,  I  sent  Avord  forward  to  Sergeant 
Linnell,  commanding  detachment  at  Big  Laramie,  to  detail  five  men  to 
guard  Willow  Spring  Station,  then  returned  to  this  post.  On  the  8th 
instant  sent  Corporal  Baker  with  six  men  on  scout  toward  Laramie, 
with  instructions  to  keep  a  sharp  lookout  for  marauding  Indians  and 
all  trails  leading  in  this  direction.  Corporal  Baker  M-ill  probably  return 
in  about  three  days.  A  party  of  horse  stealing  Indians  came  in  above 
on  this  creek  night  before  last,  taking  some  twenty  head  of  ponies  and 
horses  from  some  of  tlie  French  and  half-breeds.  I  received  word  too 
late  to  send  in  pursuit,  but  an  Indian  runner  has  gone  over  to  Fort 
Laramie  with  word  to  look  out  for  them  on  the  North  Platte.  I  am 
in  constant  communication  with  Captain  Ilumfreville,  commanding 
Fort  Ilalleck,  and  Sergeant  Linnell,  at  Big  Laramie,  who  will  let  me 
know  at  once  how  matters  are  up  the  road.  I  will  keep  on  the  alert 
and  render  speedy  assistance  when  required.  I  do  not  deem  it  neces- 
sary to  furnish  escort  to  the  mail  at  present,  as  it  will  take  too  many 
from  the  command,  and  I  Avish  to  keep  as  many  here  as  possible  to 
perfect  them  in  drill,  more  especially  in  the  skirmishing.  If  anything 
transpires  of  a  serious  nature  I  will  notify  headquarters  at  once. 

Hoping  my  action  in  the  above  will  meet  with  your  approval,  I  am, 
sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  LUTHER  WILSON, 

Capt.  Company  D,  Vet.  Batt.  First  Colorado  Cav.,  Gomdg.  Post. 

Lieut.  J.  S.  Graham, 

Actinq  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

South  Sub-District  of  the  Plains,  Denver,  Colo.  Ter. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  South  Sub-District  of  the  Plains, 

Denver,  Colo.  Ter.,  June  14, 1865. 

Kespectfully  forwarded  to  the  general  commanding  for  information. 
Captain  Wilson  has  been  ordered  not  to  keep  his  men  in  a  body,  but 
to  distribute  them  so  as  to  protect  the  mail  route. 

C.  H.  POTTER, 

Colonel  Sixth  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding, 
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JUNE  8-14,  1865.— Attack  by  Indians  on  the  Overland  Stage  Road  in  Kan- 
sas and  Colorado,  with  skirmishes  (8th  and  12th)  at  Fort  Dodge,  Kans.,  (9th) 
at  Chavis  Creek  near  Cow  Creek  Station,  Kans.,  (12th)  near  Cow  Greek  Sta- 
tion, Plum  Butte,  and  Pawnee  Rock,  Kans. 

RKOPORTS. 

No.  1.— Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  James  H.  Ford,  Secoud  Colorado  Cavalry,  commanding  Dis- 
trict of  Upper  Arkansas. 
No.  2.— Maj.  AVilliam  F.  Armstrong,  Second  U.  S.  Volunteer  Infantry. 
No.  3. — Lieut.  Richard  W.  Jenkins,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry. 
No.  4. — Capt.  Elislia  Hammer,  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry. 
No.  5.— Capt.  Theodore  Conkey,  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  James  H.  Ford,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry, 
commanding  District  of  Upper  Arkansas. 

Headquaktees  District  of  Uppkr  Arkansas, 

Fort  Riley,  Kans.,  June  12,  1865. 
Gapt.  John  Willans, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  JJept.  of  the  Missouri,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. : 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  genera]  conimandiug,  copies  of  repoi'ts  of  depredations  com- 
mitted by  the  Indians  ou  the  Santa  Fe  road;  also  a  copy  of  letter  to 
General  Garletoii,  reports  and  letters  referred  to  in  telegram  of  this 
date.  The  officer  at  Cow  Creek  Station  has  been  placed  in  arrest  and 
the  matter  will  be  thoroughly  investigated. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  H.  FORD, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Upper  Arkansas, 

Fort  Riley,  Kans.,  June  12,  18C5. 
On  the  8th  instant  a  party  of  Indians  dashed  in  among  the  herd  near 
Fort  Dodge  and  succeeded  in  getting  oft' with  twenty-one  head  of  Gov- 
ernment stock.  They  had  ou  U.  S.  blue  overcoats,  so  that  the  herders 
paid  butlittle  attention  to  them  until  they  commenced  yelling  and  firing. 
Major  Armstrong,  commanding  Fort  Dodge,  sent  an  officer  with  a  small 
mounted  party  in  pursuit  to  ascertain  their  number  and  where  camped. 
On  the  9th  instant  Indians  attacked  four  trains  (twelve  wagons  each) 
en  route  to  Fort  Union  with  Government  and  private  goods,  and  cap- 
tured 1  train  of  mules  and  1  train  of  cattle,  at  a  point  about  two 
miles  and  a  half  east  of  Chavis  Creek,  and  succeeded  in  getting  off  with 
both  trains.  Lieutenant  Jenkins  with  si.xty  men  started  from  Cow 
Creek  in  pursuit  as  far  as  the  Arkansas  liiver,  but  could  not  cross 
without  swimming  his  stock,  thereby  damaging  his  ammunition,  and 
so  abandoned  the  chase.  Tlie  number  of  animals  taken  was  101  mules 
3  horses,  and  75  head  of  cattle.  Eut  1  man  was  killed.  Mr.  Morrison' 
of  New  Mexico  (late  majjor  First  New  Mexico  Cavalry),  returned  to  Fort 
Bascom,  N,  Mex.,  after  being  absent,  by  permission  of  General  Carleton 
on  a  trading  expedition  to  the  Comanche  and  Kiowa  Indians  without 
accomplishing  anything.  He  went  as  far  as  Watchingau;  from  thence 
[sent]  two  men  to  find  the  Indians.    They  found  a  war  party  of  Ooman- 
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ches,  and  returned  in  abont  eight  days,  after  being  robbed  of  everything 
they  had.  These  Indians  told  them  tliat  they  and  the  Kiowas  and 
twelve  other  nations?  had  made  a^ treaty  with  the  Texaus  to  attack  Forts 
Larned  and  Bascom,  and  then  make  a  raid  on  the  plains  and  so  into  New 
Mexico.  Major  Morrison  says  he  met  other  parties  of  traders  who  had 
been  robbed  by  the  Indians,  and  to  whom  the  same  stories  were  told. 
The  Texans  were  to  leave  about  1st  of  June.  Majjor  Morrison  had  in 
view  also  the  release  of  some  American  women  captured  by  the  Coman- 
ches,  but  they  had  been  delivered  up  to  the  Texans.  My  predictions  are 
surely  coming  true.  In  ten  days  we  will  have  a  large  party  to  contend 
with.  The  Fifteenth  Kansas  Cavalry  should  be  pushed  up;  also  one 
company  with  four  howitzers.  I  have  forwarded  reports  of  Majors 
Morrison  and  Armstrong  and  Lieutenant  Jenkins  by  mail  to  day.  Colo- 
nel Leavenworth  starts  south  to-day.  He  has  already  sent  out  his  run- 
ners. They  will  meet  him  at  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Arkansas  as  soon 
as  they  find  the  Indians.  Thirteenth  Missouri  Cavalry  arrived  and 
starts  west  to-morrow.  Shall  put  the  Fifteenth  [Kansas]  forward  as 
soon  as  it  arrives.  Have  sent  two  companies  up  to  Salt  Marshes.  Shall 
move  these  companies  to  Cimarron  Crossing  immediately. 

JAS.  H.  FOED, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General. 
Major-General  Dodge, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri. 

Fort  Eiley,  June  14, 1865. 

(Eeceived  8.30  p.  m.  15th.) 
The  coach  going  west  from  Cow  Creek  Station,  escorted  by  six  men 
and  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Jenkins,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry,  was 
attacked  by  about  100  Indians  a  short  distance  from  the  station.  The 
men  fought  them  until  assistance  reached  them  from  the  station.  They 
drove  the  Indians  to  the  river,  killing  and  wounding  fifteen  Indians. 
Same  day  a  train  was  attacked  by  about  same  number  of  Indians  near 
Plum  Butte,  which  was  being  escorted  to  Fort  Zarah,  but  the  escort 
completely  routed  the  Indians.  Our  loss,  two  wounded.  On  same  day 
near  Pawnee  Eock,  Shrewsbury's  train  with  corn  from  Leavenworth 
was  attacked  by  about  110  Indians;  were  routed,  with  a  loss  of  two  of 
our  men,  who  were  killed,  scalped,  and  otherwise  mutilated.  Two  mes- 
sengers for  Fort  Dodge  were  driven  back  to  this  post  on  the  evening 
of  the  10th,  having  been  attacked  by  a  party  of  Indians.  I  have  for- 
warded reports  of  the  above  by  mail.  ,  .  „    „   ^^t.^ 

JAS.  H.  FORD, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General. 
Major-General  Dodge. 

FOET  Riley,  June  14,  1M5. 

(Iteceived  8.30  p.  m.  lath.) 

Since  last  report  the  post  of  Fort  Dodge  was  attacked  by  about  400 
Indians  during  a  heavy  fog.  Loss  small.  The  Fifteenth  Kansas  ought 
to  hurry  up;  no  report  of  them  yet.  I  want  another  regiment  of  cav- 
alry.   The  attack  was  simultaneous  along  the  whole  of  my  hne  of  the 

Arkansas  during  the  night  of  the  11th.  T^..r.r. 

JAb.   rl.  rUKJJ, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General, 

Major-General  Dodge. 
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ADDENDA* 

FOKT  Bascom,  May  10, 1865. 
Brig,  Gen.  James  H.  Oakleton, 

Santa  Fe,  N.  Mex.: 
Generai.:  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  report  to  you  the  result  of  an  expe- 
dition in  conformity  with  a  permit  obtained  froui  you  for  the  i>urpose 
of  efi'ecting  the  release  of  some  American  women  and  children  held  in 
captivity  by  the  Comanche  and  Kiowa  Indians,  and  therefore  have  the 
honor  to  inform  you  as  follows : 

I  started  from  this  post  on  or  about  the  18th  of  March  last  down  the 
river,  and  after  a  very  tedious  and  troublesome  journey  I  got  as  far  as 
the  so-called  Watchuigau,  judging  it  to  be  about  100  miles  down  the 
Adobe  Fort.    Until  then  I  did  not  meet  or  see  any  Indians,  nor  dul  I 
know  their  whereabouts.    I  then  sent  two  trustworthy  men  out  for  the 
purpose  of  finding  out,  if  possible,  the  whereabouts  of  Indians,  and 
gave  them  nine  days  to  return  to  me  to  the  camp.    They  came  back  to 
me  on  the  eighth  day,  and  did  not  find  any  rancheria  of  Indians,  but 
came  across  a  war  party  of  thirty-eight  Comanche  Indiaus,  wlio  robbed 
them  of  their  pistols,  saddles,  and  other  things  they  carried  along,  and 
the  men  only  escaped  with  their  lives.    The  Indians  told  these  men 
that  they  and  the  Kiowas  and  twelve  more  nations  have  formed  a  treaty 
of  peace  with  the  Texans;  that  they  received  ammunition,  clothing, 
and  articles  of  subsistence  from  the  Texans;  that  they  (the  Indians) 
must  aid  them  in  an  expedition  against  New  Mexico,  to  start  on  the 
next  rise  of  the  new  moon,  which  will  be  about  the  latter  part  of  this 
month  or  the  1st  day  of  June  next.    They  say  further  that  they  will 
attack  Fort  Bascom  and  Fort  Larned  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the 
two  forts  entirely,  and  then  enter  Kew  Mexico  to  carry  off  cattle,  sheep, 
and  herders.    All  these  Indians  are  together  in  Texas,  on  the  other 
side  of  the  mountains,  called  by  the  Mexicans  De  los  Sierra  Jumanes, 
and,  in  fact,  show  all  signs  of  hostility  against  the  Americans  and  the 
people  of  the  Territoi'y.     Shortly  after  the  above-mentioned  two  men 
came  back  to  my  camp  another  party  of  Mexicans  who  had  obtained  a 
permit  also  for  going  out  to  the  Indians,  and  who  had  been  in  advance 
of  me,  returned  and  came  to  my  camp,  the  Indians  having  stripped 
them  of  most  everything  they  had,  took  all  their  effects,  and  only 
spared  their  lives,  and  told  them  the  same  thing  as  they  told  to  the 
aforesaid  two  men  of  mine,  telling  them  also  if  they  would  go  on  to 
reach  the  Indians  they  would  not  come  back  alive,  but  all  be  killed  by 
them.     Tlie  men  are  residents  of   Pojuaque,  near  Saute  Fe.     Their 
names  I  do  not  recollect,  and  were  ten  in  number.     I  came  furthermore 
across  a  Kiowa  Indian  and  woman,  and  this  Kiowa  being  with  me  for 
several  days,  in  my  camp,  and  told  me  the  same  thing,  wliat  1  already 
stated,  corroborating  altogether  the  statement  made  to  me  by  my  men, 
and  by  the  others  who  were  robbed  and  joined  me  as  aforesaid.    They 
are  very  much  aggrieved  by  the  attack  having  been  made  against 
them  by  Colonel  Carson,  and  seek  revenge,  and  being,  as  they  say, 
backed  by  the  Texans,  will  make  a  good  thing  out  of  this  summer. 
They  say  that  they  will  not  leave  a  sign  of  Fort  Bascom,  but  are  deter- 
mined to  destroy  it.     I  must  further  state  that  the  women  held  in  cap- 
tivity were  turned  over  to  the  Texans,  and  are  now  free.    Seeing  that 
I  was  now  in  danger  of  losing  my  life  and  the  lives  of  my  men,  without 
having  a  chance  to  gain  anything,  I  determined  to  return,  which  I 
eftected,  arriving  here  on  yesterday  afternoon,  being  on  the  trip  from 
home  now  two  months,  and  consider  myself  in  good  luck  coming  back 

*  See  letter  of  transmittal  June  12,  p.  308. 
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alive  and  not  to  lose  anything  I  took  ont  to  trade.  When  I  first  heard 
the  statement  that  they  intended  mischief  against  the  Territory,  and 
particularly  against  this  post,  I  did  not  much  credit  the  report;  but 
since  I  cannot  help  believe  the  statement,  as  the  reports  from  the 
Comanches  and  Kiowas  co  operate,  and  all  state  the  same  thing,  and, 
in  fact,  I  have  seen  plenty  of  proof  of  their  hostility  and  bad  intentions, 
and  must  freely  admit  to  you  that,  according  to  my  judgment.  Fort 
Bascom  is  in  a  precarious  and  perilous  condition,  owing  to  the  small 
amount  of  troops  stationed  at  this  post.  Two  more  expeditions  of  Jlex- 
icans  going  out  also,  I  met  about  fifty  or  sixty  miles  from  this  post,  and 
have  returned  back  with  me  without  effectiug  anything.  They  are 
citizens  from  La  Cueva  and  Mora,  and  are  glad  of  having  escaped  the 
danger  in  losing  everything  and  their  lives.  I  shall  start  from  here 
to-day,  and  hope  to  arrive  home  in  eight  or  ten  days. 

1  remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  MOKMSON. 


No.  2. 

Revorts  of  Maj.  William  F.  Armstrong,  Second  U.  8.  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Headquarters, 
Fort  Dodffe,  Kans.,  June  i),  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 
On  the  8th  day  of  June,  1865,  at  3  p.  m.,  a  party  of  Indians,  fifteen 
or  twenty  in  number,  made  a  dash  on  the  herd  of  stocic  at  this  post 
while  the  stock  Avas  grazing,  not  more  than  half  a  mile  from  camp. 
The  Indians  came  through  a  ravine  that  runs  through  the  hills.  Tliey 
were  dressed  in  U.  S.  uniform,  or  at  least  tliey  had  blue  overcoats, 
army  style.  They  came  down  toward  the  river  on  a  slow  galloi),  and 
rode  to  the  river,  watered  their  horses.  Their  horses  were  not  the 
pony,  but  large  horses.  Then  they  rode  down  to  the  stock.  The 
herdsmen  said  they  were  watching  them,  but  did  not  once  suspect  that 
they  were  Indians  in  our  uniform,  so  they  did  not  look  as  sharp  as 
they  could  if  they  had  not  had  our  uniform  on.  The  Indians  rode  in 
among  the  stock  and  then  commenced  yelling  and  shooting  at  the 
horses,  which  convinced  the  herdsmen  that  they  were  Indians,  when 
they  immediately  took  after  the  herd  and  Indians.  They  (the  herds- 
men) made  a  dash  through  the  herd  and  succeeded  in  turning  about 
ten  in  number.  These  horses  were  brought  into  camp  and  saddled  and 
mounted  by  cavalry  and  infantry,  who  continued  the.chase  until  dark, 
and  they  finally  succeeded  in  recapturing  some  fifteen  or  twenty  more 
horses  and  mules.  Everything  was  done  that  could  be  done  by  me  to 
save  the  stock.  Our  cavalry  force  was  small,  all  the  horses  being  out 
grazing.  We  might  have  kept  eight  or  ten  ready  all  the  time  in  case 
of  an  emergency,  but  we  have  no  forage  whatever  at  this  post  and  we 
are  compelled  to  let  the  stock  run  out  to  graze.  The  Indians  finally 
succeeded  in  driving  off  twenty-one  head  of  stock  out  of  fifty-five  or 
sixty  that  they  started  with.  I  have  sent  Oaptain  Molony  with  a 
party  of  cavalry  on  a  scout  to  follow  the  trail  and  to  ascertain,  if  pos- 
sible, the  number  of  Indians  and  wliere  they  are  encamped,  of  which  I 
will  report  on  his  return  of  his  success. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'      '  W.  F.  ARMSTRONG, 

Major,  Coiumandiny  Post, 

Lieut.  J.  E.  Tappan, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt,  Gen.,  District  of  Upper  Arkansas, 
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Headquaktees, 
Fort  Bodge,  Kans.,  June  12,  1865. 
Sir :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 
On  Monday  morning,  June  12,  18G5,  the  Indians,  between  300  and 
400,  made  an  attack  on  this  post,  in  which  they  succeeded  in  capturing 
all  the  horses  and  mules  at  the  post  except  eight  horses.  We  had  3 
men  wounded  and  2  captured  or  killed,  whose  bodies  have  not  been 
found.  There  was  a  very  heavy  fog  in  the  early  part  of  the  morning, 
under  cover  of  which  the  Indians  hid  themselves  in  the  ravines  close  to 
camp  and  waited  there  until  the  fog  cleared  up;  and  before  the  pick- 
ets could  give  the  alarm  the  Indians  were  between  them  and  camp.  It 
is  supposed  that  the  Indians  crossed  the  river  some  eight  miles  below 
camp  from  the  south  side.  At  the  time  they  made  the  attack  on  the 
camp  some  200  showed  themselves  on  the  south  side  of  the  river.  They 
drove  the  herd  of  horses  and  mules  some  three  miles  up  the  river  and 
crossed,  then  moved  in  the  direction  of  Mulbei'ry  Creek.  I  would 
respectfully  request  that  there  be  sent  to  this  post  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery. The  force  for  duty  is  very  small,  and  we  are  liable  to  be  attacked 
by  superior  numbers  any  night.  Having  no  mounted  men  or  transpor- 
tation at  present  here,  and  rations  rather  short,  I  thmk  the  post  is  in 
rather  a  dangerous  situation. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  AKMSTEONG, 
Major,  Commanding  Post. 
Lieut.  J.  E.  Tappan, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  District  of  Upper  Arkansas 


No.  3. 

Reports  of  Lieut.  Richard   W.  Jenkins,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry. 

Headquakters  Station, 
Coio  Creelc,  Kans.,  June  10,  1865, 
SiK:  At  11.55  o'clock  yesterday  I  received  the  following: 

Two  Miles  and  a  half  East  of  Chavis  Ckkek,  Kaxs., 

June  9,  1S65 — 11  a.  in. 
Commanding  Officer  Cow  Creek,  Kans.  . 

We  have  beeu  attacked  lay  Indians  and  lost  one  train  of  mules  and  one  train  of 
cattle.  There  were  not  more  than  lift}'  or  sixty  Indians  in  sight.  We  are  badly 
in  want  of  caj^alry  to  pursue  them.  Can  you  not  send  us  some  this  evening,  and 
oblige, 

MANY  PROPRIETORS. 

June  9,  12.03  p.  m.  I  started  with  sixty  men;  arrived  at  the  scene 
1.55  1).  m.  I  followed  their  trail,  by  the  tracks  and  cattle  that  they  had 
wounded  and  left,  to  the  Arkansas  liiver,  about  sixteen  or  eighteen 
miles  south  of  west.  I  could  not  cross  the  river  without  swimming  my 
stock  about  ten  rods.  By  so  doing  I  would  have  had  my  ammunition 
damaged ;  consequently  had  to  abandon  the  chase.  There  was  au  escort 
of  eight  or  ten  men  of  Company  K,  Second  U.  S.  Volunteers,  with  the 
trains.  They  not  being  well  supplied  with  ammunition,  did  not  iire 
more  than  two  rounds  each.  The  Indians  captured  101  head  of  mules, 
3  head  of  horses,  75  head  of  cattle.  We  found  about  forty  head  of  the 
latter  on  the  prairie,  about  half  of  them  being  killed  or  badly  wounded. 
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There  was  one  man  killed  within  100  yards  of  the  camp.    The  trains 
were  four  m  number,  twelve  wagons  each,  and  were  bound  for  Forts 
Lyon  and  Union,  loaded  with  Government  and  citizens'  stores. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  JEXKINS, 
First  lAeui.  Company  I,  Second  Colorado  Cav.,  Comdg.  Station. 

Lieut.  J.  E.  Tappan, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Dist.  of  Upper  Arkansas,  Fort  Riley,  Kans. 


Headquakters  Station, 
Cow  GreeJc,  Kans.,  June  12,  1865. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  31,  dated  June  11, 1865, 
headquarters  station.  Cow  Creek,  Kans.,  I  started  in  company  with 
coach  for  Fort  Zarah,  Kans.  Almost  four'  miles  from  this  station,  while 
traveling  in  a  coach  furnished  for  the  use  of  the  escort,  I  was  attacked 
by  a  party  of  Indians,  numbering  more  than  100,  rushing  in  all  sides. 
I  had  but  six  available  men,  but  they  made  a  bold  stand,  and  in  almost 
ten  minutes  Ave  succeeded  in  driving  them  farther  from  us.  I  then 
retreated  back  toward  a  train  which  stood  almost  one  mile  from  where 
the  attack  commenced.  We  killed  1  Indian,  1  pony,  and  wounded  3 
more  ponies  severely.  I  do  not  think  that  such  an  act  of  heroism  has 
ever  been  displayed  by  six  soldiers,  who  were  surrounded  by  about  100 
savages,  charging,  arrows  and  lances  darting  from  every  side,  and  only 
two  men  slightly  wounded  in  their  heads  by  lances. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  JENKINS, 
First  Lieutenant  Company  I,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry. 

Capt.  Elisha  Hammer, 

Seventh  lotva  Cavalry,  Company  G,  Commanding  Station. 


No.  4. 

Reports  of  Capt.  Elisha  Hammer,  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Station, 
Coio  Creek,  Kans.,  June  12,  1865. 
T  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Lieut.  E.  W.  Jenkins,  Company  I, 
Second  Colorado  Cavalry,  left  this  station  as  escort  for  the  U.  S.  mail 
coach  to  Fort  Zarah,  Kans.,  at  11  a.  m.  with  six  men,  three  of  Company 
I,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry,  and  three  of  Company  G,  Seventh  Iowa 
Cavalry.  Three  or  four  miles  from  this  station  they  were  attacked  by 
at  least  100  Indians.  The  lieutenant  and  the  men  stood  their  ground 
and  fought  tlie  ludiaTis  nobly.  The  Indians  charged  up  within  ten 
feet.  They  wounded  with  lances  two  men  in  the  head  slightly  (Privates 
Cutting  and  Piatt,  of  Company  G,  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry).  They  are 
doing  well.  They  killed  1  Indian,  1  pony,  and  wounded  3  more  ponies 
on  the  ground.  I  saw  the  coach  returning  with  all  the  speed  that 
the  mules  seemed  to  possess.  I  being  satisfied  that  they  were  attacked 
(I  went  on  top  of  the  house  at  this  place  and  saw  that  there  was  a  large 
body  of  Indians  moving  in  a  circle)  I  took  fifty- five  men,  twenty-six  of 
Company  I,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry,  and  twenty-nine  men  of  Com- 
pany G,  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  went  to  their  relief  immediately. 
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Lieutenant  Jenkins  took  command  of  Company  I,  Second  Colorado 
Cavalry.  The  Indians  moved  in  a  southwest  direction ;  they  had  some 
two  miles  the  advance;  we  pursued  them  to  tlie  Arkansas  Eiver,  the 
last  two  miles  at  full  speed  to  the  bank  of  said  river,  and  came  close 
enough  to  empty  eight  saddles,  a  portion  of  the  Indians  floating  down 
the  river,  killing  and  wounding  at  least  fifteen  Indians.  We  killed  or 
wounded  three  Indians  on  the  south  bank  with  carbines  from  the  north 
side.  Drove  them  from  the  river  and  stationed  twenty  men  on  the 
bank  of  the  river  with  carbines  to  protect  my  men  in  crossing.  Lieu- 
tenant Jenkins  led  the  way  across  the  river,  followed  by  thirty-flve  men. 
After  they  had  crossed  over  I  joined  them,  leaving  twenty  men  at  the 
crossing  in  charge  of  Sergeant  Bown,  of  Company  I,  Second  Colorado 
Cavalry,  to  await  our  return.  "We  crossed  without  much  difficulty  by 
swimming  a  portion  of  the  way ;  went  south  some  three  miles ;  found  that 
we  could  not  overtake  them  in  any  reasonable  distance;  returned  to  this 
station  with  my  command.  Lieutenant  Jenkins  and  men  under  my  com- 
mand did  nobly,  and  were  ready  and  willing  to  do  everything  that  was 
possible  for  them  to  do.  Inclosed  you  will  find  copy  of  Lieutenant 
Jenkins'  report.* 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BLISHA  HAMMEE, 
Captain  Company  G,  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry,  Gomdg.  Station. 
Lieut.  J.  E.  Tappan, 
Aetg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Dist.  of  Upper  Arkansas,  Fort  Biley,  Kans. 


Headquarters  Station, 
Cow  Creek,  Kans.,  June  12, 1865 — 7  p.  m. 
Sergt.  M.  P.  Doud,  Company  G,  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry,  with  twenty 
men,  just  returned  from  escorting  train  to  Fort  Zarah,  Kans.,  reports 
that  he  met  Sergeant  Cronk,  Company  I,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry,  and 
nineteen  men  escorting  trains  to  Fort  Zarah,  at  the  Plum  Buttes;  he 
says  that  his  train  has  been  attacked  by  at  least  100  Indians,  and  Ser- 
geant Cronk  drove  them  from  the  train.  One  of  his  men  (Patrick 
Sullivan)  was  separated  and  supposed  to  have  been  killed.  No  loss  of 
stock  or  men,  except  the  above  mentioned.  Sergeant  Doud  saw  some 
thirty  Indians  and  drove  them  across  the  Arkansas  Eiver  without  loss. 
The  above  transpired  about  the  same  time  that  Lieutenant  Jenkins  was 
attacked. 

EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELISHA  HAMMEE, 
Captain  Company  G,  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry,  Comdg.  Station. 
Lieut.  J.  E.  Tappan, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fort  Biley,  Kans. 


No.  5. 

Reports  of  Gapt.  Theodore  Conkey,  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Post, 
Fort  Lamed,  Kans.,  June  11, 1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  two  messengers  from  Fort 
Dodge  left  this  post  last  evening  at  «  o'clock,  and  after  proceeding 

*  See  uext,  ante. 
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twelve  miles  on  their  way  tliey  discovered  eleven  Indians  approaching 
them  at  great  speed  from  the  direction  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver.  After 
waiting  long  enough  to  satisfy  themselves  by  observation  that  they 
were  not  only  Indians,  but  were  trying  to  cut  off  their  retreat  to  this 
post,  the  messengers  turned  back,  pursued  by  the  Indians  to  within  four 
or  five  miles  of  this  garrison.  The  duties  incidental  to  tliis  post  render 
it  impossible  to  send  out  scouting  parties,  as  the  troops  stationed  here 
for  duty  are  constantly  employed  in  and  around  the  post.  A  large 
amount  of  stock  is  concentrated  here,  and  it  takes  all  of  our  available 
strength  to  take  that  care  of  it  that  the  exigencies  surrounding  us  obvi- 
ously demand. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THEO.  GONKEY, 
Captain,  Commanding  Post. 
Lieut.  J.  E.  Tappan, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Dist.  of  Upper  Arkansas,  Fort  Riley,  Kans. 


Headquaetees  Post, 
Fort  Lamed,  Kans.,  June  12, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  messengers  arrived  at  this  post 
yesterday  from  Lieutenant  Henuion,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry,  in  com- 
mand of  escort  of  twenty  men  to  Shrewsbury  &  Co.'s  mule  train  of  corn 
from  Leavenworth,  informing  me  that  he  was  in  corral  near  Pawnee 
liock,  sixteen  miles  east  of  this  place,  and  engaged  with  upward  of  100 
Indians  who  had  made  an  attack  upon  the  train.  In  two  hours  and 
forty  minutes  after  tlie  messengers  left  Lieutenant  Henniou  1  arrived 
at  the  train  with  loO  mounted  men,  and  found  that  Lieutenant  Hennion 
had  dispersed  the  Indians  without  loss  of  any  of  his  escort  or  animals, 
but  had  not  sufficient  force  to  pursue  them.  An  ox  train  of  eleven 
wagons  loaded  with  commissary  stores  for  Eort  Union  was  on  the  lower 
road  eight  miles  lower  down  the  river  than  where  the  attack  was  made 
on  Lieutenant  Heunion,  and  without  an  escort.  When  the  Indians 
left  they  went  in  the  direction  of  this  train.  I  immediately  dispatched 
Captain  Walker,  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  with  about  seventy-five 
men  to  the  relief  of  this  train,  which  was  reported  corralled  when  last 
seen  by  some  of  Lieutenant  Hennioii's  party.  Upon  Captain  Walker's 
arrival  lie  found  the  traiii  and  stock  all  safe,  with  the  exception  of  one 
wagon,  which  was  nearly  half  a  mile  in  the  rear  when  the  Indians  were 
first  discovered,  and  not  having  time  to  close  up,  the  driver  was  com- 
pelled to  abandon  his  team  and  make  his  escape  as  best  he  could  to  the 
corral.  The  only  casualty  was  one  man  wounded  in  the  arm.  The 
Indians  sacked  the  wagon,  which  was  loaded  with  desiccated  potatoes, 
vinegar,  and  pepper.  Killed  two  of  the  oxen  before  leaving  the  wagon 
and  drove  four  across  the  river.  The  Indians  showed  themselves  to 
Captain  Walker  upon  the  bluff,  three-quarters  of  a  mile  distant,  upon 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  which  is  unusually  high  and  cannot  be 
forded  and  only  crossed  by  swimming. 

Two  messengers.  Corporal  Hicks  and  Private  Huestis,  Company  K, 
Second  Colorado  Cavalry,  arrived  at  this  post  on  the  evening  of  the 
lOth  instant  from  Fort.Zarah  with  dispatches  from  district  headquar- 
ters, and  left  at  9  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  (yesterday)  with 
return  dispatches.  On  my  way  out  to  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  Hennion, 
Huestis'  body  was  found  lying  near  the  road  four  miles  this  side  of 
Ash  Creek,  scalped,  stripped,  and  otherwise  mutilated.    Near  the 
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crossing  of  Asli  Creek  Corporal  Hicks'  body  was  found  in  the  road, 
stripped,  his  head,  feet,  and  hands  entirely  severed,  and  his  body 
mutilated  in  a.  most  shocking  and  barbarous  manner.  It  appears  that 
the  Indians  laid  in  wait,  concealed  in  tlie  bed  of  the  creek,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  killing  Corporal  Hicks  immediately,  and  Huestis,  more  for- 
tunate for  the  moment,  made  his  escape  and  iHed  for  the  post,  but  was 
overtaken  and  killed  after  a  chase  of  four  miles,  lie  is  said  to  have 
been  mounted  on  one  of  the  fleetest  horses  in  the  regiment,  and  was  an 
expert  rider.  Two  messengers  for  Fort  Dodge  on  the  evening  of  the 
10th  were  driven  back  by  a  party  of  eleven  Indians,  as  will  be  seen  by 
my  report  of  yesterday,  a  copy  of  which  I  forward;  also  tri-monthly 
report  for  June  10,  the  originals  having  been  lost  by  messengers.  The 
number  of  troops  reported  at  this  post  is  too  meager  to  protect  the 
stock,  do  the  garrison  duty,  and  leave  any  for  raiding  purposes.  The 
great  amount  of  stock  collected  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  by  the 
accumulation  of  trains  outward  bound  awaiting  escort  keeps  the  grass 
short,  which  compels  the  cavalry  to  herd  their  stock  a  long  distance 
from  the  post,  making  it  both  inconvenient  and  insecure,  and  which 
requires  all  the  spare  troops  to  protect. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THEO.  COISTKEY, 
Captain,  Commanding  Post. 
Lieut.  J.  E.  Tappan, 

Actg.  Asst,  Adjt.  Gen.,  Dist.  of  Upper  Arkansas,  Fort  Riley,  Kans. 


JUNE  12-JDLY  5,  1865.— Expedition  to  the  Platte  and  Niobrara  Rivers. 

Report  of  Col.   Robert  R.  Livingston,  First  Nehraslca   Cavalry,    com- 
mandiny  Fast  Sub-District  of  the  Plains. 

Headquaetees  East  Sxjb-Disteict  of  the  Plains, 

Fort  Kearny,  Nebr.  Ter.,  July  5, 1865. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  tlie  Ibllowing  report  of  my 
proceedings  at  the  Pawnee  Indian  Village  and  the  expedition  from  that 
point  toward  the  Niobrara  River : 

Circumstantial  evidence  tending  to  fasten  suspicion  upon  the  Pawnee 
Indians  as  the  perpetrators  of  the  attack  on  a  party  of  unarmed  sol- 
diers of  the  Third  Regiment  U.  S.  Volunteers,  en  route  from  Fort 
Leavenworth  to  this  post  on  the  18th  of  May  last,  the  general  com- 
manding district  directed  me  to  proceed  to  their  village,  and  if  satisfied 
of  their  guilt  demand  the  guilty  parties,  and  in  event  of  a  refusal  to 
render  them  up  I  was  instructed  to  arrest  five  of  the  principal  chiefs 
and  bring  them  salely  to  Fort  Kearny.  Believing  that  the  troops 
accompanying  me  to  Pawnee  Village  could  be  used  to  advantage  in 
scouting  the  country  between  the  Platte  and  Niobrara  Rivers,  I  applied 
to  your  headquarters  for  permission  to  conduct  an  expedition  through 
that  country,  which  was  promptly  acceded  to,  and  in  consequence  I 
directed  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Kearny  to  send  150  mounted 
men  due  north  from  his  post,  to  meet  me  on  the  north  bank  of  the  North 
Fork  of  Loup  River,  while  with  100  more  men  I  moved  up  the  North 
Fork  of  Loup  River  from  Pawnee  Village  to  join  them.  In  obedience 
to  this  programme  I  sent  a  force  of  seventy-five  mounted  men,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieut.  John  P.  Murphy,  First  Nebraska  Veteran  Volunteer 
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Cavalry,  from  post  Fort  Kearny,  Nebr.  Ter.,  on  the  12tli  ultimo,  to  meet 
me  at  Columbus,  to  which  place  I  proceeded  by  stage,  arriving  there 
the  17th  ultimo.  On  my  arrival  there  I  found  that  Lieutenant  Murphy 
could  not  cross  the  Platte  Eiver,  owing  to  its  swollen  condition  and  the 
danger  of  any  attempt  to  swim  it  in  its  then  rapid  and  turbulent  state. 
Determined  to  proceed,  I  directed  on  the  19th  ultimo  that  the  best 
SAvimmers  should  ride  their  horses,  aud  that  those  who  could  not  swim 
should  seize  the  tails  of  their  animals  and,  driving  them  in,  permit  the 
horses  to  tow  them  across  the  deepest  channels.  The  ammunition  was 
crossed  in  a  little  skiff  hauled  by  hand  from  Columbus.  In  this  manner 
I  succeeded  in  crossing  the  command  without  accident.  One  man  was 
drowned  in  the  early  part  of  the  day  by  attempting  to  ride  over  the 
river  at  a  point  nearly  one  mile  distant  from  that  selected  for  the  cross- 
ing. On  the  20th  I  proceeded  to  Pawnee  Indian  Agency,  distant  from 
Columbus  twenty-two  miles  in  a  northwesterly  course,  up  the  north 
bank  of  the  Loup  Eiver,  where  I  arrived  on  the  20th  of  June,  and  pro- 
ceeded at  once  to  investigate  the  alleged  complicity  of  the  Pawnee 
Indians  in  the  massacre  on  Little  Blue  River,  which  occurred  on 
the  18th  of  May  last.  I  had  brought  with  nie  the  survivors  of  the 
party  attacked,  together  with  the  teamster  who  drove  their  wagon,  in 
the  expectation  that  they  would  be  able  to  identify  any  guilty  parties 
or  any  of  the  mules  stolen  from  the  wagon. 

Mr.  B.  r.  Lushbaugh,  U.  S.  agent  of  the  Pawnee  Indians,  afforded 
me  every  facility  in  the  prosecution  of  this  duty.  The  chiefs  and  prin- 
cipal men  of  the  tribe  met  me  in  council  and  were  loud  in  their  protesta- 
tions of  innocence.  They  offered  to  adopt  any  course  I  might  suggest 
to  them,  and  gave  every  assurance  of  most  friendly  feelings  toward 
their  white  friends.  I  caused  the  whole  tribe  to  be  paraded,  and,  in  com- 
pany with  the  men  who  had  been  attacked  in  the  affair  on  the  Little 
Blue  on  the  18th  of  May  last,  proceeded  to  leisurely  examine  every  man 
of  the  Pawnee  Nation.  The  party  I  depended  on  to  identify  the  guilty 
Indians  were  specially  cautioned  to  make  a  patient  and  careful  exami- 
nation of  every  Indian,  and  the  result  was  that  after  every  one  of  them 
had  been  thoroughly  examined  no  one  of  them  was  recognized,  although 
nv,u)y  of  the  soldiers  who  were  in  the  affair  of  the  18th  of  May  on  Little 
Blue  Eiver  repeatedly  asserted  they  would  recognize  some  of  the 
Indians  who  attacked  them  under  any  circixmstances.  The  stock  of  the 
tribe  having  been  examiued,  no  portion  of  it  was  recognized  as  belong- 
ing to  the  wagon  accompanying  the  detachment  of  troops  from  Fort 
Leavenworth  who  were  attacked.  I  am  satisfied  from  the  frank,  open 
manner  in  which  the  chiefs  met  me  aud  their  cheerful  alacrity  to  carry 
out  any  suggestions  of  mine  tending  to  discover  the  culprits  I  was  in 
search  of  that  the  Pawnees  are  guiltless  of  any  participation  in  the 
murder  of  the  men  on  Little  Blue  Eiver  18th  of  May  last.  Having  con- 
vinced myself  of  this  I  ordered  Capt.  Z.  Jackson  to  detail  Lieutenant 
Nosier  and  thirty-six  mounted  men  to  report  to  Lieutenant  Murphy, 
First  Nebraska  Veteran  Cavalry,  and  proceed  with  me  toward  the 
Niobrara.  Leaving  Pawnee  Village  at  9  a.  ra.  the  21st  of  June  I 
marched  up  the  Lotip  Eiver,  intending  to  join  Captain  David,  Seventh 
Iowa  Cavalry,  and  his  command  at  a.  point  due  north  of  Fort  Kearny. 
Following  the  valley  of  the  North  Fork  of  Loup  Eiver  I  joined  Captain 
David  on  the  evening  of  the  23d  of  June,  about  7  p.  m.,  at  a  point  indi- 
cated on  the  accompanying  map,*  a  little  west  of  a  line  passing  through 
Fort  Kearny.  The  following  day  I  organized  the  combined  force  into 
two  battalions  of  120  men  each,  placing  the  first  under  command  of 


*Not  found. 
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Capt.  Lee  P.  Gillette,  First  Nebraska  Cavalry,  and  the  pecond  under 
command  of  Capt.  James  B.  David,  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  at  once 
proceeded  in  a-northerly  direction,  intending  to  strike  Cedar  or  Calamus 
lliver  that  night.  In  this,  however,  I  was  disappointed,  finding  the 
country  for  twelve  miles  north  one  interminable  mass  of  intricate  hdls 
and  deep,  waterworn  gullies  or  canons,  many  of  them  being  200  feet 
deep,  and  compelling  me  to  vary  my  course  from  due  north  to  every 
point  of  the  compass  to  effect  a  passage  over  them. 

On  arriving  at  the  nortliern  edge  of  tliose  canons,  which  I  named 
Elk  Caiions,  from  tlie  great  numbers  of  that  animal  seen  in  them,  I  was 
deterred  from  proceeding  farther  by  seeing  before  me  an  intermmsible 
stretch  of  high  sand-hill  peaks  to  the  nortli,  separated  from  the  Elk 
Canons  by  a  small  valley  about  three  miles  in  width.     Carefully  exam- 
ining the  distant  sand  hills  with  a  i)owerful  field  glass,  and  being  satis- 
fied from  the  lateness  of  the  liour  that  I  could  not  possibly  reach  water 
that  day  if  I  continued  on,  I  countermarched  the  column  back  about 
eight  miles  to  a  slough  we  had  passed,  arriving  there  at  7  p.  m.,  when 
we  camped  for  the  night.     Early  next  inorning  we  started  forward 
toward  Cedar  Eiver,  reaching  the  southern  line  of  the  sand  hills  seen 
the  evening  before  about  9  a.  m.,  and  traversing  through  them  with 
great  difficulty  we  came  out  upon  another  valley  to  the  north  of  them 
at  12  m.,  reaching  Cedar  lliver  at  1  p.  m.,  which  we  found  to  be  a  mere 
creek  at  this  point  and  utterly  destitute  of  timber,  save  now  and  then 
a  little  Isolated  clump  of  willow  switches.    Turning  up  the  south  bank 
of  the  stream  and  marching  westward  we  were  re]ieatedly  compelled 
to  enter  the  sand  hills  to  pass  around  elbows  of  Cedar  Eiver  running 
bluff  against  the  precipitous  hills.     At  3  p.  m.  we  struck  an  Indian 
trail  running  south,  about  one  month  old,  which  is  indicated  on  the 
map.    Following  this  trail  until  i.'M)  p.  in.  we  came  to  a  point  where 
the  Indians  had  camped  on  tlie  north  bank  of  the  river,  and  ascertained 
their  number  to  have  been  about  sixty  or  less.     Here  we  camped,  our 
stock  being  much  exhausted  in  marching  through  soft  sand  in  the  hills 
during  the  forepart  of  the  day.     Early  next  morning  we  moved  uj) 
the  north  bank  of  the  river  on  the  trail,  intending  to  follow  it  to  the 
village  from  which  it  started.     Tlie  road  along  this  side  of  Cedar  River 
was  very  good  and  level.    We  reached  the  head  of  the  stream  at  12  m., 
having  marched  twenty-eight  miles  that  morning.    There  we  found  the 
trail  coming  in  from  the  north,  and  smoke  was  thought  to  be  seen  to 
the  northwest,  but  so  indistinctly  as  to  leave  the  matter  doubtful.     To 
the  north  and  west  the  sand  hills  appeared  to  be  less  frequent,  appar- 
ently jutting  out  of  the  level  plain  as  isolated  peaks,  presenting  no 
formidable  obstacle  to  progress.    Thinking  it  possible  to  reach  the  Nio- 
brara River  that  night,  I  pushed  to  the  northward  at  once,  and  reached 
the  headwaters  of  one  of  the  tributaries  of  the  Niobrara  about  7  p.  m., 
having  had  a  very  fair  road.      While  arranging  camp  smoke  was 
observed  a  little  north  of  west  and  distant  about  eighteen  or  twenty 
miles,  as  nearly  as  could  be  judged.    Almost  immediately  after  the 
appearance  of  this  smoke  other  columns  to  the  number  of  three  were 
observed  beyond  it  and  to  the  northward.    We  all  felt  sanguine  that 
we  were  now  in  the  vicinity  of  hostile  Indians.     Sending  a  i)arty  out 
to  examine  the  direction  of  the  trail  we  had  followed,  they  returned 
about  dark  reporting  that  no  further  trace  of  the  trail  could  be  found, 
the  ground  being  so  hard  as  to  prevent  any  impression.     A  terrific  hail 
and  thunder  storm  raged  during  part  of  this  night,  rendering  the  pres- 
ence of  every  man  with  his  horse  necessary  to  prevent  a  stampede.    At 
3.30  a.  m.  the  following  morning  I  pushed  straight  for  the  point  where  the 
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smoke  had  been  seen  the  previous  evening,  and  having  made  all  neces- 
sary preparation  for  encountering  a  large  force  of  Indians,  felt  sure  of 
an  engagement.  At- 1  p.  ni.  the  smoke  Avas  reached  and  iiroved  to  be 
burning  prairie.  My  scouts  had  already  circled  completely  around  the 
fire  in  hopes  of  finding  some  trail  leading  in  or  out  of  it,  but  in  vain. 

The  country  was  thoroughly  searched  for  several  miles  around,  but 
no  late  traces  of  any  Indians  could  be  seen,  although  the  scouts 
employed  on  this  duty  were  Indians  and  half-breeds  of  my  command, 
thoroughly  conversant  with  Indian  warfare  and  their  signs.  In  coming 
to  this  tire  we  had  reached  Long  Pine  Creek  of  Niobrara  River,  and 
finding  no  evidences  of  Indians  having  been  on  it  very  lately  I  concluded 
to  strike  soutli  among  the  waters  of  the  Loup,  being  at  this  time  fully 
80  miles  west  and  130  miles  north  of  Fort  Kearny,  Nebr.  Ter.  Moving 
in  a  soutlierly  direction  the  following  day,  we  camped  near  the  prongs 
at  the  head  of  the  Korth  Fork  of  Lou])  liivcr,  where  a  little  to  the  west 
of  us  there  had  been  a  large  village  of  about  300  fires  not  longer  than 
one  month  ago.  From  this  camp  I  sent  scouts  up  and  down  the  river 
on  either  side  and  to  the  southeast  between  the  North  and  Middle 
Forks  of  the  Loup.  All  of  these  scouts  reported  Indian  signs  one 
month  and  more  old,  that  to  the  northwest  reporting  a  village  200  or 
300  lodges  about  one  month  ago,  trail  of  villages  going  north;  in  fact 
all  the  scouts  agreed  as  to  age  of  trails  and  the  general  direction  being 
north  and  northwest.  The  smaller  number  of  lodges  and  signs  found 
in  different  localities  were  evidently  made  by  detached  parties  from  the 
main  village  near  the  head  of  North  Fork  of  Loup.  Two  days  having 
been  occupied  in  scouting  the  canons,  creeks,  and  rivers  about  this 
neighborhood,  and  every  sign  indicating  that  a  general  exodus  of  In- 
dians from  the  country  I  was  in  had  occurred  aboirt  a  month  since,  I 
started  south,  reaching  the  Middle  Fork  of  Loup  on  the  30th  of  June. 
There  I  again  divided  my  force,  sending  Captain  David's  command 
across  the  country  to  the"  South  Fork  with  instructions  to  send  one 
squadron  of  his  command  under  Lieut.  John  Talbot  across  to  Wood 
Elver  and  direct  him  to  scout  down  that  stream,  Avhile  he  followed  the 
South  Fork  from  the  ])oint  where  he  struck  it  to  his  camp,  while  I  with 
Captain  Gillette's  command  moved  down  the  Middle  Fork,  scouting 
both  sides  of  that  stream,  and  following  up  eveiy  canon  opening  into 
the  valley  of  the  river.  All  these  commands  found  old  signs  and  none 
fresher  than  one  month  since.  Occasionally  camping-grounds  were 
found  where  Indians  had  ensconsed  themselves  in  small  parties,  in  no 
case  stronger  than  fifteen  lodges;  but  all  these  signs  were  old,  and 
throughout  the  entire  march  no  fresh  indications  of  the  presence  of 
Indians  were  found. 

The  entire  command,  except  that  portion  belonging  to  Oaptam 
David's  garrison  on  South  Loup,  reached  Fort  Kearny  on  the  4th 
instant,  having  marched  530  miles  over  a  country  traversed  m  all 
directions  by  "deep  canons.  The  topography  of  the  country  can  be 
easily  seen  on  the  accompanying  map.  The  hills  and  valleys  run  in  a 
southeasterly  course;  all  the  hills  aie  cut  by  deep  canons.  The  mmor 
streams  are  sluggish,  with  very  high,  deep  banks  and  miry  bottoms. 
The  sand  hills  are  very  intricate,  and  wagon  wheels  bury  in  them  up 
to  the  hub.  The  river  valleys  are  generally  good  for  road  purposes, 
especially  the  Middle  Fork,  but  swamps  frequently  extend  clear  back 
from  the  river  banks  to  the  adjacent  bluffs,  by  which  all  these  rivers 
are  bounded  in  a  lateral  direction.  The  rivers  themselves  are  fordable, 
but  there  are  frequently  portions  of  the  bottom  so  intricated  with 
quicksand  as  to  render  the  crossing  very  precarious,  causing  stock  to 
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flounder  and  sink,  throwing  o&  men  and  damaging  ammunition.  So 
thoroughly  has  that  portion  of  the  country  betweeji  the  OSth  and  100th 
meridians  lying  between  Platte  and  Niobrara  Kivers  been  examined 
that  I  am  satisfied  no  Indians  are  now  in  it,  and  in  fact  they  could  not 
exist,  for  gau.3  is  too  scarce,  only  one  stray  buffalo  bull  being  found  ou 
the  march.  The  similarity  of  movement  north  on  the  part  of  the  occu- 
pants of  the  late  Indian  camps,  both  as  to  time  and  direction,  are 
indicative  of  some  grand  movement,  ordered  by  authority  recognized 
among  the  hostile  tribes,  and  I  give  it  as  my  opinion  that  the  Indians 
who  were  lately  on  the  forks  of  the  Loup,  Cedar,  and  Niobrara  Elvers 
are  now  on  that  section  of  country  between  White  and  Big  Cheyenne 
Elvers  not  very  distant  from  the  103d  meridian.  One  thing  is  certain, 
there  is  not  sufficient  game  in  the  country  I  traversed  to  support  any 
large  parties  of  Indians,  and  their  migration  northwestwardly  may 
have  been  compelled  by  this  fact,  but  the  simiiltaneous  character  of 
the  movement  points  to  a  concerted  and  ordered  march  in  a  certain 
direction.  Summer  is  tlie  only  season  in  which  troops  can  traverse  the 
country  marched  through,  except  on  the  forks  of  the  Loup,  where  tim- 
ber is  sufficiently  abundant  to  supply  large  bodies  of  troops.  North  of 
North  Fork,  and  until  the  Niobrara  is  reached,  there  is  absolutely  no 
timber,  and  no  water  except  that  of  the  Cedar,  willow  switches  and 
buffalo  chips  being  the  only  fuel  obtainable  for  cooking  purposes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

R.  R.  LIVINGSTON, 
Colonel  First  Regiment  Nebraslca  Vet.  Cav.,  Comdg.  Expedition. 

Capt.  George  P.  Price, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  District  of  the  Plains,  Fort  Laramie, 


JUNE  13-17,  1865.— Scout  from  Camp  Nichols,  N.  Mex.,  with  action  (14th) 

on  the  Santa  Fe  Road. 

Report  of  Capt.  Thomas  A.  Stombs,  First  California  Cavalry. 

Camp  Nichols,  N.  Mex.,  Jvne  18, 1865. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  Special  Orders,  No.  3,  dated  headquarters  Camp 
Nichols,  N.  Mex.,  June  12, 18G5,  Company  P,  Pirst  Cavalry  California 
Volunteers,  took  up  the  line  of  march  at  7.30  on  the»morning  of  the 
13th,  with  a  command  of  forty -nine  enlisted  men  as  escort  to  a  train  of 
seventy  ox  teams,  owned  by  Semon  Baca,  and  others,  all  of  Las  Vegas, 
N.  Mex.,  en  route  for  the  States.  The  company  traveled  during  the 
day  to  the  crossing  of  the  Cimarron,  a  distance  of  some  thirty- three 
miles  from  Camp  Nichols,  having  overtaken  the  train  (which  had  left 
Camp  Nichols  the  day  previous)  about  one  hour  before  making  camp, 
which  we  did  about  (J  p.  m.  On  the  morning  of  the  14th  myself  and  a 
corpora]  of  L  Company,  First  Cavalry  New  Mexico  Volunteers,  searched 
the  entire  train  for  deserted  soldiers  from  Company  L,  First  Cavalry 
New  Mexico  Volunteers,  and  Company  H,  First  New  Mexico  Infantry, 
supposed  to  have  been  with  the  train,  but  could  find  no  one  with  it;  so, 
after  breakfast,  I  caused  the  corporal  and  four  enlisted  men  of  his  com- 
pany, in  obedience  to  instructions,  to  return  to  Camp  Nichols,  N.  Mex. 
Broke  camp  at  6  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  14th;  traveled  on  until 
11.30  o'clock  and  made  camp  for  the  purpose  of  grazing  the  stock  and 
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taking  our  diuuers.  So  far  we  had  not  seen  the  least  sign  of  Indians 
btili  I  caused  all  my  horses  to  be  side  lined,  and  posted  a  strong  guard 
around  them.  At  about  2  o'clock  we  heard  an  unusual  noise,  wbich 
on  investigation  proved  to  be  a  body  of  mounted  Indians  (Comanches 
and  Kiowas),  some  forty  or  fifty  strong,  who  charged  into  the  herd  of 
cattle  belongmg  to  the  advance  portion  of  tlie  train.  They  lanced  oue 
Mexican  herder,  killing  him  instantly,  and  wounded  another  with  an 
arrow.  My  men  immediately  fell  in  under  arms  and  commenced  firing 
on  them,  which  prevented  them  from  advancing  on  our  herd.  After 
about  fifty  shots  had  been  fired  they  commenced  making  a  liasty  retreat 
oft  in  the  same  direction  from  which  tliey  came,  having  succeeded  in 
getting  off  with  one  h)ose  mule  and  three  ponies  belonging  to  tlie  train. 
My  men  saddled  immediately,  commenced  giving  chase,  some  thirty  of 
whom  pursued  them  about  six  miles.  The  remainder  of  the  company 
(after  having  been  peremptorily  ordered),  with  the  first  sergeant, 
remained  at  the  camp  with  the  forces  belonging  to  the  train.  Drove  in 
all  the  stock  in  the  corral  formed  by  the  wagons,  preparing  for  a  strong 
defense. 

To  the  best  of  my  judgment  we  killed  or  severely  wounded  some  five 
or  more  of  the  Indians  in  the  chase,  as  we  compelled  them  to  take  that 
number  up  on  front  on  their  horses.  They  also  were  compelled  to 
abandon  the  mule  they  had  started  with;  but  before  they  abandoned  it 
they  ran  him  through  with  a  lance,  after  which  we  shot  it.  My  com- 
pany did  not  sustain  any  injury  in  any  form.  We  remained  at  this 
camp  until  next  morning  without  molestation.  The  proprietors  of  the 
train  requested  me  to  go  through  with  them  to  Fort  Larned,  but  in 
obedience  to  orders  could  not  proceed  with  tliein  more  than  five  days, 
when  I  would  have  been  compelled  to  return;  so  they  proposed  to  turn 
back  and  apply  at  Gamp  Nichols  for  an  escort  to  go  through  to  Fort 
Larned  if  I  would  go  back  with  them,  which  I  promised  to  do.  So,  on 
the  morning  of  the  15th,  at  8  o'clock,  we  took  up  the  line  of  march 
back  to  Camp  Hichols.  Camped  that  night  at  the  crossing  of  the 
Cimarron,  4.30  j).  m.  About  6.30  some  twenty-five  Indians  made  their 
appearance  some  two  miles  and  a  half  distant,  but  soon  disappeared. 
Since  then  we  saw  no  more  Indians.  On  the  morning  of  the  16th  we 
broke  camp  at  7.30  o'clock,  traveling  all  day,  with  flankers  out  in 
skirmish  line,  but  saw  no  Indians.  Saw  a  trail,  about  half  way  between 
Cold  Springs  and  Cimarron  (^^rossing,  of  some  fifty  pony  tracks,  a  few 
cattle  tracks,  with  some  two  or  three  moccasin  tracks,  apparently 
having  been  made  the  day  before.  Made  camp  at  Cold  Springs  at  4 
o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the  16th.  Broke  camp  on  the  morning  of 
the  17th  at  ST  o'clock;  arrived  at  Gamp  Nichols  about  3.30  o'clock.  It 
is  my  opinion  that  had  it  not  been  that  we  were  with  them  they  would 
all  have  been  killed,  stock  run  oft',  and  wagons  destroyed.  Such  is  the 
opinion  of  the  proprietors  themselves.  So  far  as  I  traveled  I  found 
grass  in  abundance,  and  especially  on  the  Cimarron;  water  i)lenty. 
All  along  the  road  deep  holes  in  the  arroyos  were  full  of  water  from 
the  recent  rains  that  have  fallen  in  this  quarter. 

I  most  respectfully  submit  the  above  report. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  A.  STOMBS, 
Captain  Company  F,  First  Cavalry  California  Volunteers. 

Col.  C.  Carson, 

First  Neio  Mexico  Cavalry  Volunteers. 
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JUNE  14,  1865. — Action  with  Indians  at  Horse  Creek,  Dak.  Ter. 

Beport.of  Capt.  John  Wilcox,  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry. 

Hdqks.  Detachment  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry, 

In  Field,  near  Julenhnvy,  Colo.  Ter.,  June  21,  1805. 

Captain:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  report  that  iu  compliance  with  special 
orders  from  Major  Mackey,  commaudiiig  post    Fort  Laramie,  Capt. 
W.  D.  Fouts,  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry,  iu  command  of  his  company  (D) 
and  small  detachments  of  Companies  A  and  B  of  the  same  regiment, 
in  all  4  commissioned  officers  and  135  enlisted  men,  left  Fort  Laramie 
on  the  11th  day  of  June,  1805,  en  route  to  Julesburg,  in   charge  of 
185  lodges  of  Sioux  Indians,  numbering  iu  aggregate  from  1,500  to 
2,000  persons.     Among  them  was  an  organized  compauy,  uniformed  by 
Government,  and  under  command  of  Charles   Elston,  who  had  for 
some  time  been  intrusted  with  the  supervision  of  the  entire  Indian 
encampments  near  Fort  Laramie,  and  to  whom  was  intrusted  ten  days' 
rations  of  subsistence  for  700  of  the   Indians  in  charge  of  Captain 
Fouts  on  the  march  to  Julesburg.    The  Indians  were  all  well  armed 
with  bows  and  arrows,  and  most  of  thel)^  with  firearms  also.     They 
were  ostensibly  friendly,  and  expressed  themselves  as  being  pleased 
with  their  removal.     Nothing  of  interest  transpired  during  the  first 
three  days  of  the  march,  except  signal  smokes  by  Indians  north  of  the 
Platte  by  day  and  reputed  conferences  by  night  between  them  and  the 
Indians  in  charge  of  Captain  Fouts.      On  the  afternoon  of  the  13th 
Captain  Fouts  and  command  encamped  for  the  night  on  the  east  bank 
of  Ilorse  Creek,  and  the  Indians  pitched  their  tepees  on  the  west. 
Late  in  the  evening  they  had  a  dog  feast,  and  38.!  warriors  sat  in 
secret  council.     On  the  morning  of  the  14th  reveille  was  sounded  at 
3  a.  m.  and  the  order  of  march  announced  to  be  at  5.     At  sunrise  1 
was  ordered  by  Captain  Fouts  to  proceed  with  the  advance  guard 
(Comi)anies  A  and  B,  detachments)  two  miles  on  the  route  of  march, 
then  halt  and  wait  till  the  wagon  train  closed  up  and  the   Indians 
closed  up  on  rear  of  the  wagons,  then  to  move  forward  in  column  of 
march.    Just  as  the  wagons  were  closing  up  I  heard  the  rapid  report 
of  fire-arms  to  the  rear.    Believing  it  to  be  a  revolt  and  attack  by 
the  Indians,  and  knowing  the  great  disparity  in  numbers  against  us, 
as  well  as  the  fact  that  tlie  family  of  Captain  Fonts,  the  family  of  Lieu- 
tenant Triggs,  and  Mrs.  Eubanks  and  child  (late  rescued  Indian  cap- 
tives), being  with  us,  I  determined  to  prepare  for  defensive  warfare, 
and  had  the  wagons  corralled  in  the  best  possible  shape,  the  teams 
unhitched  and  put  inside  tlie  corral  and  securely  fastened,  and  the 
men  in  Ime  outside  ready  for  action  (it  would  not  do  to  leave  the  train 
unprotected).    In  this  condition  I  awaited  orders  from  Captain  Fouts. 
A  messenger  coming  up  shortly  after  reported  that  Captain  Fouts  had 
gone  across  the  creek  to  Imrry  up  tlie  Indians,  and  was  shot  and  killed 
by  them,  and  that  the  Indians  were  then  fighting  among  themselves. 
I  immediately  dispatched  a  messenger  on  the  fleetest  horse  to  commu- 
nicate with  Fort  Mitchell  and  the  telegraph  ofiice,  eighteen  miles  dis- 
tant.   The  messenger  was  closely  pursued  by  Indians. 

The  rear  guard  (Company  D)  coming  up,  I  demanded  of  Lieutenant 
Haywood  why  he  did  not  stand  and  fight  the  Indians  instead  of  retreat. 
He  replied  that  his  men  liad  no  ammunition,  and  that  the  captain 
(Fouts)  had  refused  to  have  cartridges  issued  to  the  men  of  his  com- 
pany; that  he  (Lieutenant  Haywood)  had  urged  the  issuing  of  cartridges 
the  night  before  and  that  the  captain  said  they  would  not  be  needed.    I 
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ordered  the  filling  of  the  cartridge-boxes  immediately,  and  ordered 
Lieutenant  Smith,  in  command  of  Lieutenant  Triggs  and  sixty-five  men, 
to  keep  in  line  outside  the  corral,  dig  rifle-pits  defensible  against  all 
a])proaches,  and  to  hold  the  corral,  while  I  with  Lieutenant  Haywood  and 
seventy  men  mounted  on  the  best  horses  (the  horses  were  all  very  poor 
from  hard  service  without  forage;  but  few  Avero  really  serviceable,  and 
many  men  were  altogether  dismounted)  repaired  with  all  possible  dis- 
liatch  to  the  scene  of  action.  Passing  the  late  Indian  cncainprnent  we 
saw  the  body  of  Captain  Fonts,  dead,  stripped,  and  mutilated.  The 
Indians  had  fled  two  or  three  miles  to  the  Platte.  The  squaws  and 
papooses  were  swimming  the  river  on  ponies,  while  the  warriors  were 
mounted,  circling  and  maneuvering  in  hostile  array.  Supposing  that'  a 
pait  of  tliem  were  really  friendly,  and  would  join  us  in  subduing  the 
rest,  1  charged  on  in  pursuit  of  the  criminal  fugitives.  Passing  a  few 
squaws  and  papooses  I  ordered  my  men  not  to  kill  or  harm  them;  they 
returned.  When  within  600  yards  of  the  enemy  I  lialted  ray  com- 
mand in  line  and  sent  the  interpreter  (Elston)  to  the  front  to  signal 
and  tell  all  who  were  our  friends  to  return,  and  they  should  not  be 
harmed,  but  protected.  But  all  were  hostile,  and  with  hideous  yells 
charged  upon  us.  I  dismounted  my  men  and  deployed  a  line  of  skir- 
mishers to  the  front  with  long-ranged  arms  (Galleger  carbines,  mean- 
est arm  in  service)  to  receive  them.  When  within  30O  yard's  the  Indians 
opened  the  fire  upon  us.  My  men  answered  them  promptly  with  a  vol- 
ley that  repulsed  them  temporarily  in  front,  but  more  than  100  were 
dashing  by  each  flank  and  closingin  the  rear,  while  from  the  hills  to  our 
left  they  were  rapidly  bearing  down  upon  us  by  scores  and  hundreds. 
Seeing  that  we  were  assailed  by  more  than  500  warriors  equally  armed 
and  better  mounted  than  my  little  squad,  and  feJiring  that  to  stand, 
be  surrounded,  and  cut  off  from  our  ammunition  and  defenses  would 
involve  the  entire  command  in  indiscriminate  slaughter  and  massacre 
as  well  as  the  burning  of  the  train  and  capture  of  the  animals,  I  deter- 
mined to  act  upon  the  principle  that  "  prudence  is  the  better  part  of 
valor."  Remounting  my  men  I  fell  back  to  our  defenses  by  desperate 
skirmishing  to  rear  and  flanks,  the  enemy's  flankers  being  all  the  while 
in  onr  advance  endeavoring  to  close  in  front  till  within  gunshot  of  our 
rifle-pits,  when  a  volley  sent  them  howling  to  the  rear.  In  falling  back 
a  few  only  (I  cannot  give  their  names)  of  my  command  acted  badly. 
Most  of  them  behaved  nobly,  and  a  few  with  unsurpassed  bravery.  In 
the  action  nearly  all  the  ammunition  in  the  cartridge-boxes  was  used 
up;  some  entirely  so. 

After  replenishing  the  cartridge-boxes  with  a  new  supply  ot  ammu- 
nition and  finding  that  the  Indians  were  not  disposed  to  attack  the 
entire  command  behind  defenses,  I  went  out  with  Lieutenant  Smith 
and  fifty  men  (all  I  could  mount  on  serviceable  horses)  to  feel  the  enemy 
and  if  possible  detain  him  till  we  could  be  re-enforced.  After  going 
three  miles  we  saw  the  Indians  in  vastly  superior  numbers  forming  in 
front  and  coming  over  the  hills  to  the  left,  evidently  intending  to  entrap 
and  overwhelm  us  away  from  the  corral  and  rifle-pits.  Not  being 
strong  enough  to  whip  theiu  in  open  field,  we  again  retired,  taking 
with  us  our  killed  and  mutilated  on  the  battle-field. 

Captain  Shuman,  Eleventh  Ohio  Cavalry,  arrivuig  promptly  with 
re-enforcements  from  Fort  Mitchell,  at  about  9  o'clock,  I  mounted  every 
available  horse  and  mule  in  my  command  and  went  for  them  again 
with  sanguine  hopes,  but  unfortunately  the  re-enforcements  were  a  little 
too  late.  Their  families  having  got  across  the  Platte,  we  had  the  mor- 
tification of  seeing  the  warriors  follow  and  from  the  opposite  hills 
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tauntingly  beckon  us  to  follow — an  impossibility  in  the  face  of  a  superior 
eneuiyat  the  swimuiinjf  stage  of  the  river.  Intbeir  flight  tliey  dropped 
and  abandoned  all  their  lodges  and  loose  plunder,  which  I  ordered 
burned  and  destroyed.  From  discoveries  on  the  timbered  islands  the 
Indians  had  evidently  been  strongly  re  enforced  by  warriors  from  the 
opposite  side  of  tlie  river.  Their  loss  in  killed  was  not  less  tlian  20  or  30, 
most  of  whom  theytJirew  into  the  river,  as  dead  bodies  were  seen  float- 
ing in  the  river  below  where  they  crossed.  After  repairing  the  telegrapli 
line,  broken  by  the  Indians  during  the  action,  and  interring  our  dead, 
(except  Captain  Fonts,  whom  m'c  afterward  interred  at  Fort  Mitchell) 
we  took  up  our  line  of  march  and  arrived  at  Fort  Mitchell  a  little  after 
night- fall. 

Our  loss  in  action  was  4  killed  and  4  wounded,  viz:  Capt.  W.  D. 
Pouts,  Privates  Edward  McMahon,  Eichard  Groger,  Company  1), 
Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  Private  Philip  Alder,  Company  B,  killed; 
Privates  Samuel  Kersey  and  Lewis  Tuttle,  Company  B,  Privates 
James  H.  May  and  John  W.  Trout,  Company  D,  wounded. 

Throughout  the  action  all  the  officers  under  my  command  behaved 
with  credit  to  themselves  and  to  the  service. 

Keceiving  a  dispatch  from  Colonel  Moonlight  to  cross  the  river  and 
join  him  in  pursuit  of  the  Indians,  I  attempted  the  crossing  on  the  15th, 
but  the  river  being  wide  and  coxxrsed  with  alternate  cliannels  that 
swam  and  bars  of  quicksand  that  mired,  I  abandoned  the  crossing  as 
impracticable,  by  unanimous  consent  of  all  the  officers  in  consultation, 
we  Laving  lost  two  horses  and  one  mule  by  miring  and  drowning,  and 
two  men  hurt  by  the  floundering  of  animals  and  dragged  to  shore 
nearly  drowned, in  attempting  to  cross.  Indian  ponies  are  trained  and 
accustomed  to  cross  in  everj"^  stage.  All  Indians,  great  or  small,  can 
swim;  one  third  of  white  men  cannot. 

Receiving  General  Connor's  dispatch  on  the  10th  to  report  with  my 
command  at  Julesburg  immediately,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  bis 
order  obeyed. 

Very  truly  and  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  WILCOX, 
Capt.  Company  B,  Seventh  loica  Cavalry,  Comdg.  Detach. 

Capt.  George  F.  Price, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  District  of  the  Plains. 


JUNE  15-22,  1865. — Scout  from  Fort  Sumner  to  the  Oscura  Mountains, 

N.  Mex. 

Report  of  Maj.  Emil  Fritz,  First  California  Cavalry. 

Fort  Craig,  N.  Mex.,  June  23,  1865. 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  left  Fort  Sumner  on  the 
15th  instant,  per  special  order  from  Major  McCleave,  commanding  Fort 
Sumner,  with  Capt.  B.  F.  Fox  and  forty-five  enlisted  men  of  the"  First 
California  Cavalry,  iu  pursuit  of  Navajo  Indians  reported  to  have 
esca.])ed  from  the  reservation.  I  took  the  direct  route  to  Fort  Stanton ; 
saw  but  one  small  trail  leading  sonth ;  some  fifteen  or  eighteen  horses^ 
about  fourteen  miles  from  Sumner.  At  Fort  Stanton  I  drew  ten  days' 
rations  and  started  for  the  Oscura  Mountains  as  per  agreement  with 
Major  McCleave.  I  left  the  Ojo  Milagro  June  2()  at  C  a.  m. ;  crossed 
the  Malpais,  and  in  the  afternoon  at  the  tanks  at  the  foot  of  the  Oscura 
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found  an  Indian  trail.  The  Indians  bad  used  up  all  tbe  water.  I  fol- 
lowed them  up  the  mountain  and  found  a  great  many  more  tracks 
coniing  in.  About  5  p.  lu.  I  came  up  with  the  rancheria.  Captured  4 
horses,  1  mule,  and  1  burro,  and  1  child  about  three  years  old.  The 
Indians  all  made  their  escape,  their  camp  being  in  a  very  rough  canon. 
J  destroyed  everything  in  the  village;  broke  up  some  twenty-five  bows 
iind  a  great  many  arrows.  The  only  water  I  could  lind  was  some  the 
Indians  had  in  camp,  gathered  from  rocks  and  a  small  spring.  Not 
being  able  to  procure  water  for  my  horses,  1  started  for  the  Rio  Grande 
at  1  a.  m.  and  arrived  at  San  Pedro  at  11.30  a.  m.  June  21.  I  had  to 
leave  both  men  and  horses,  given  out  for  want  of  water,  but  got  them 
all  in  the  afternoon  by  sending  them  water  from  San  Pedro.  Some 
forty  or  fifty  mounted  Indians  started  in  the  direction  of  San  Andres. 
The  Indians  evidently  sutt'ered  from  the  want  of  water,  as  they  dug 
holes  in  every  ravine,  but  without  success.  In  my  opiniou,  it  is 
impossible  for  a  large  number  to  cross  lower  down  ttian  the  Oscura 
Mountains,  as  the  whole  country  is  dried  u])  and  no  grass  on  the 
prairie.  On  arriving  at  San  Pedro  my  horses  had  traveled  nearly  100 
miles  without  water.  On  the  22d  I  encamped  near  La  Mesa  and 
reported  to  Colonel  Eigg,  who  has  ordered  me  to  .proceed  to  La  Joya 
and  Abo  Pass  to-morrow  morning.  A  Navajo  boy,  of  the  Cebolleta 
tribe,  with  me  tells  me  that  most  of  the  Indiaiis  of  the  village  I 
destroyed  belong  to  Delgaditos  Largo's  tribe.  There  were  from  twenty 
to  twenty-two  camp-fires,  and  there  must  have  beeu  about  eighty  or 
ninety  Indians  at  this  camp. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EMIL  FllITZ, 
Major  First  California  Cavalry. 
Oapt.  B.  C.  Cutler, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  Dept.  of  New  Mexico,  Santa  Fe,  W.  Mex. 


JUNE  17,  1865.— Skirmish  on  Dead  Man's  Fork,  Dak.  Ter. 

Report  of  Col.  Thomas  Moonlight,  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  command- 
ing Northern  Sub-District  of  the  Flains. 

IIDQKS.  NOKTHERN   SUB-DlSTRlCT   OF   THE   PLAINS, 

Fort  Laramie,  Dale.  Ter.,  June  21, 1865. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  my  report  of 
the  expedition  against  the  Indians  who  rebelled  against  Captain  Pouts 
while  en  route  from  this  post  to  Julesburg  on  the  14th  instant: 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  14th  instant  I  leceived  a  dispatch  tromCamp 
Mitchell,  informing  me  that  the  Indians  had  mutinied  against  the 
authority  of  Captain  Fonts,  commanding;  had  killed  the  captam  and 
some  of  his  men,  and  that  the  command  was  still  fighting.  Ihis  news 
was  brought  into  Camp  Mitchell  by  a  messenger  from  Captam  Wilcox. 
On  receiving  this  information  I  ordered  Captain  Shuman,  then  out  with 
thirty  men  repairing  telegraph  line  near  place  of  mutiny,  to  join  Cap- 
tain Wilcox  and  hold  the  Indians  until  I  came  up.  Every  cavalryman 
that  I  could  get  was  speedily  mounted  and  started  at  a  trot  down  the 
river,  leaving  those  to  follow  whose  horses  were  twelve  mdes  out  on 
herd  After  getting  nine  miles  out  a  messenger  overtook  me  with  intor- 
mation  that  the  Indians  had  crossed  to  north  side  of  Platte  lliver  and 
that  Captain  Wilcox  had  arrived  at  Camp  Mitchell  with  command.  1 
immediately  turned  round  my  force  for  Laramie  and  dispatched  com- 
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maiidiDg  ofiScer  tliere  to  have  the  Califoruia  troops  cross  the  river  at 
once.  These  -were  the  companies  whose  horses  were  out  ou  herd,  and 
were  just  ready  to  inarch  when  latest  news  was  received.  The  whole 
night  was  consumed  in  crossing,  and  at  8  o'clock  next  morning,  15th 
instant,  I  started  down  the  river  to  where  the  Indians  had  crossed, 
took  up  the  trail  next  morning,  and  followed  at  a  rapid  gait,  so  that  on 
the  morning  of  the  17th,  just  forty-eight  hours  out,  I  was  120  miles 
east-northeast  of  Laramie.  The  command  had  marched  that  morning 
about  twenty  miles  before  breakfast,  and  I  halted  on  Dead  Man's  Fork 
to  graze  the  horses  and  allow  the  men  refreshment.  Thecamp  was  in 
the  bed  of  the  river,  with  steep  banks  on  both  sides,  Avhere  our  horses 
could  be  easiest  protected  and  herded.  But  few  of  the  Califoruia  troops 
had  any  picket  ropes  or  pins,  so  that  their  animals  had  to  be  herded. 
The  others  were  either  picketed  or  tied  head  and  foot.  About  10  o'clock 
the  alarm  of  Indians  Avas  given,  and  every  man  sprang  to  his  arms. 
The  Indians,  numbering  about  200,  made  a  bold  attempt  to  get  into 
camp,  but  were  handsomely  repulsed  and  compelled  to  fall  back  from 
three-quarters  to  a  mile,  and  had  given  up  the  attack.  In  the  meantime 
the  horses  had  been  corralled  in  camp,  and  I  ordered  a  part  of  the  men 
to  get  them  saddled  up  while  the  others  watched  the  movements  of  the 
Indians.  The  horses  had  become  frantic  with  fear  at  the  noise  made  by 
the  Indians  and  the  firing  on  both  sides,  and  broke  through  the  men  in 
spite  of  every  attempt  to  check  them.  Captain  Huntoou  and  myself 
threw  ourselves  in  front  of  them,  but  they  rode  iis  right  down.  Captain 
Booth,  Eleventh  Kansas,  succeeded  in  cutting  off  a  few  horses  in  the  rear 
by  firing  his  pistols  into  them.  The  Jiorses  broke  straight  for  the  Indians, 
who  fled  at  first,  supposing  we  were  charging  them,  but  after  discover- 
ing their  mistake  closed  around  and  galloped  them  off  over  the  moun- 
tains, where  they  were  jnirsued  by  Captains  Brown,  Conrad,  and  Booth 
with  about  twenty-five  mounted  men.  These  officers  were  unable  to 
accomplish  anything,  as  the  horses  were  surrounded  with  what  they 
considered  about  400  Indians,  who,  in  the  English  language,  dared 
them  to  fight.  After  losing  the  horses  there  was  nothing  left  for  me  to 
do  but  to  return,  after  destroying  the  saddles  and  other  ])roperty  which 
we  had  no  means  of  transporting.  The  Indians  made  no  attack  on  us 
afterward,  and  we  arrived  here  on  the  20th  instant.  The  march  back 
on  foot  was  a  tedious  and  severe  one,  as  water  is  only  found  in  little 
creeks  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  miles  apart.  Every  officer  and  soldier 
behaved  throughout  with  great  gallantry,  and  exhibited  a  fortitude 
under  the  circumstances  worthy  of  themselves.  The  command  marched 
with  only  five  or  six  days'  hard  bread  and  a  little  meat  in  saddlebags 
and  one  blanket,  and  numbered  as  follows,  viz : 
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My  force  was  thus  reduced  from  234  to  131  in  two  days'  march  from 
the  fact  that  there  has  been  no  forage  at  this  point  for  issue  for  a  long 
time,  and  the  horses  are  so  reduced  in  strength  as  to  be  unfltfor  marches 
over  twenty  miles  per  diem,  nor  would  I  have  continued  the  pursuit 
after  being  convinced  of  this  fiict  but  that  I  knew  the  stock  of  the 
Indians  were  even  in  a  worse  condition,  and  I  was  gaining  on  them 
every  step,  and  wlien  attacked  was  not  over  ten  miles  from  their  camp. 
The  Indians  who  made  the  attack  were  not  those  wliom  we  were  pursu- 
ing, but  allies  who  had  come  u])  to  their  assistance,  well  mounted  and 
equipped,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  misfortune  of  losing  our  horses  I 
am  convinced  we  would  have  got  a  lively  fight.  I  judge  from  signs 
around  Dead  Man's  Fork  that  there  must  be  about  2,000  Indians  in  the 
vicinity.  The  country  is  mountainous,  with  ])lenty  of  pine  timber,  and 
well  adapted  for  defense  or  attack  by  the  Indians.  On  our  side  two 
men  of  Company  L,  Second  California  Volunteer  Cavalry,  were  wounded, 
viz,  Private  Hiram  Elliugseu,  bullet  wound  in  head,  dangerous;  Pri- 
vate John  M.  Kesoner,  bullet  wound  in  foot,  not  dangerous.  Four 
Indians  were  certainly  killed,  as  they  fell  over  their  horses,  but  being 
tied  on  around  the  knees  by  a  thong,  horses  galloped  oif  with  them 
hanging.  Several  others  were  wounded,  as  we  could  see  them  plainly 
when  hit. 

In  regard  to  loss  of  horses  I  would  state  that  all  was  done  that  offl- 
cers  and  men  could  possibly  do  to  save  them,  and  I  am  conscious  that 
no  blame  is  to  be  attached  to  any  one  for  their  loss.  My  own  horse 
and  Captain  Huntoon's,  who  accompanied  me,  were  tied  head  and  foot 
with  halter  strap  and  were  close  to  us,  but  broke  the  straps  and  went 
with  the  balance.  All  the  horses  that  were  picketed  either  broke  the 
picket  ropes  or  drew  the  pins,  so  that  by  the  time  the  fight  was  over 
almost  every  horse  was  loose.  Five  private  horses  were  lost,  as  follows : 
Surgeon  Ainsworth's,  Captain  Huntoon's,  and  Captain  Lindsay's,  Elev- 
enth Kansas  Cavalry;  Lieutenant  Hanna's,  Eleventh  Ohio  Cavalry, 
and  my  own.  In  marching,  particularly  when  rapidly,  horses  fed  only 
on  grass  requiie  quite  a  latitude  to  feed  on,  and  there  was  no  time 
during  the  entire  trip,  with  all  the  care  and  vigilance  that  was  exercised 
by  all  when  grazing,  but  that  our  animals  could  easily  have  been  stam- 
peded, as  they  become  frantic  at  the  sight  of  Indians,  and  there  is  no 
way  of  preventing  this  but  by  hobbling;  nor  will  1  ever  attempt  again 
to  march  a  command,  large  or  small,  unless  provided  in  this  way. 
Horses  must  be  fettered  in  such  a  way  as  to  prevent  the  possibility  of 
their  running  faster  than  footmen  can  follow  at  an  easy  gait.  Indians 
always  fetter  their  horses,  and  knowing  that  we  do  not,  take  advantage 
of  it,  and  are  invariably  successful.  Majt)r  Adams,  of  the  Eleventh 
Kansas,  when  attacked  some  time  ago  by  Indians,  had  his  men  holding 
the  lariats  while  the  hoi'ses  were  grazing,  yet  almost  every  horse  broke 
away;  but  being  dark,  and  in  very  broken  ground,  reciovered  all  but  six. 
I  am  not  in  possession  of  any  of  the  facts  relating  to  the  mutiny  on  the 
14th  instant,  but  I  know  one  thing,  that  there  were  soldiers  enough  along 
to  have  killed  almost  every  Indian,  and  I  also  know  that  the  Indians 
were  friendly  and  well  disposed,  and  that  there  must  have  been  some 
unwarranted  provocation  given  on  the  part  of  Captain  Fouts  which 
led  the  Indians  to  believe  that  they  were  not  to  be  honorably  dealt  by. 
How  about  800  women  and  children  could  swim  the  Platte  River  with 
their  ponies  in  the  face  of  about  200  soldiers  and  citizens  is  more  than 
I  can  tell,  and  from  all  that  I  can  learn  there  was  only  one  Indian,  who 
was  a  prisoner  in  irons,  killed  j  and  how  the  command  could  make  a 
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march  of  over  twenty-five  miles  witli  baggage  by  sundown  tbat  night 
(the  mutiny  taking  place  at  7  o'clock  in  the  morning)  and  given  their 
imdivided  attention  to  fighting  the  Indians,  is  a  mystery  to  me. 
I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  MOONLIGHT, 
Colonel  Eleventh  Kansas,  Commanding. 

Capt.  GEORaE  F.  Price, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Bist.  of  the  Plains,  Juleshurg,  Colo.  Ter. 


JUNE  17-19,  1865.— Expedition  from  Denver,  Colo.  Ter.,  to  Fort  Halleck, 

Dak.  Ter. 

Report  of  Col.  Carroll  11.  Potter,  Sixth  U.  S.  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Fort  Halleck,  Dak.  Ter.,  June  19, 1865. 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with  General  Connor's 
telegraphic  instructions,  1  started  from  Denver  on  the  17th  instant; 
arrived  at  Fort  Collins  at  8  p.  m.  same  date.  Ordered  Captain  "Wilson, 
with  one  company  of  First  Colorado  Cavalry,  to  proceed  at  once  and 
establish  a  patrol  and  guard,  commencing  at  Big  Laramie  and  to  extend 
along  the  Overland  Stage  line  as  far  as  his  company  would  reach,  leav- 
ing eight  men  and  one  non-commissioned  ofiicer  at  each  station.  This 
will  guard  the  road  to  this  post,  wliich  I  think  is  absolutely  necessary, 
as  Indians  have  been  seen  in  the  last  two  days  between  here  and  Rock 
Creek,  nineteen  miles  south  from  here,  on  the  Denver  road.  Captain 
Humfreville,  commanding  Fort  Halleck,  has  just  returned  from  Sul- 
phur Springs  witli  a  part  of  his  company,  where  he  has  been  on  a  scout. 
He  found  the  Indians  near  that  place  in  large  numbers  and  ail  the  stage 
stock  driven  oft'  by  them  between  Halleck  and  Duck  Lake,  a  distance 
of  100  miles.  While  he  was  at  Sulphur  Springs  the  Indians  made  a 
dash  at  tlie  station  and  succeeded  in  driving  off  forty-seven  animals 
belonging  to  the  stage  company.  Captain  Humfreville  followed  them 
with  his  command  until  it  was  dark,  when  he  gave  up  the  chase.  He 
reached  this  place  on  last  evening,  bringing  through  one  coach  drawn 
by  cavalry  horses.  He  also  brought  tbe  [mail  from  the]  west.  The 
eastern  mails  are  being  forwarded  as  fast  as  ]iossible  from  Denver.  I 
am  now  awaiting  Lieutenant  Colonel  Plumb's  arrival.  I  will  start 
with  all  the  available  troops  at  my  command  and  open  the  road  through 
as  for  as  there  seems  to  be  any  danger,  leaving  such  guards  as  may  be 
necessary  to  make  the  mail  route  safe.  From  what  I  have  seen  and 
can  learn  from  Captain  Humfreville  and  other  officers  stationed  in  this 
part  of  the  sub-district,  tliere  is  not  now,  and  will  not  be  with  the  troops 
ordered  here  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Plumb,  a  sufficient  force  to  guard 
the  road  and  make  it  perfectly  safe  for  the  mail  and  general  travel.  I 
am  doing  everything  in  my  power  with  the  force  at  my  command  to 
protect  both  public  and  private  property  and  have  the  mail  run  regu- 
larly through  to  Salt  Lake. 

Eespeetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  POTTER, 
Colonel  Sixth  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Comdg.  South  Sub- District. 
Capt.  George  F.  Price, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Chap.  LX]  THE   POWDER    EIVEK    INDIAN    EXPEDITION.  329 

JUNE  20-OCTOBER  7,  1865.— The  Powder  River  Indian  Expedition. 

July  26,  1865.— Skirmisli  at  Platte  Bridge,  Dak.  Ter. 

Aug.   1, 1865. — Affairs  at  Big  Laramie  and  Little  Laramie,  Dak.  Ter. 

13,  1865. — Skirmish  near  Powder  Eivor,  Dak.  Ter. 

10,  1865. — Skirmish  at  Powder  River,  Dak.  Ter. 

28,  1865. — Action  at  Tongue  Eiver,  Dak.  Ter. 
Sept.  1,  1865. — Skirmish  at  I'owder  River,  Mont.  Ter. 
2,  1865. — Skirmish  at  Powder  Eiver,  Mont.  Ter. 

4,  1865. — Skirmish  at  Powder  Eiver,  Mont.  Ter. 

5,  1865. — Engagement  at  Powder  River,  Mont.  Tor. 
7, 1865. — Skirmish  at  Powder  Eiver,  Mont.  Ter. 

8,  1865. — Engagement  at  Powder  Eiver,  Mont.  Ter. 

REPORT'S. 

No.    1. — Maj.  Gen.  Grenville  M.  Dodge,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  the 
Missouri,  and  U.  S.  Forces  Kansas  aud  the  Territories,  including  opera- 
tions December  9,  1864-November  1,  1865. 
No.    2. — Col.    Nelson  Cole,  Second  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  commanding  Eastern 
Division. 

-Col.  Oliver  Wells,  Twelfth  Missouri  Cavalry. 

-Maj.  Clemens  Laiidgraeber,  Second  Missouri  Light  Artillery. 

-Capt.  Samuel  Plagg,  Battery  E,  Second  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  com- 
manding Battery  B. 

-Lieut.  William  Riune,  Battery  C,  Second  Missouri  Light  Artillery. 

-Lieut.  Louis  Holland,  Batterj'  E,  Second  Missouri  Light  Artillery. 

-Capt.  Edward  S.  Rowland,  Battery  K,  Second  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  of 
skirmish  September  1. 

-Lieut.  John  H.  Kendall,  Battery  L,  Second  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  of  skir- 
mish September  2. 

-Capt.  George  W.  Williford,  Fifth  U.  S.  Volunteer  Infantry. 

No.  1. 


No. 

3. 

No. 

i. 

No. 

5. 

No. 

6. 

No. 

7. 

No. 

8. 

No. 

9. 

No. 

10. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Grenville  M.  Dodge,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding 
Department  of  the  Missouri,  and  TJ.  S.  Forces  Kansas  and  the  Terri- 
tories, including  operations  December  9, 18G4-Novemher  1,  1863. 

HEADQTTABTEU8   DBPAKTMENT   OP   THE  MISSOURI, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  July  18,  1865. 

Captain:  I  Lave  the  honor  to  make  report  of  operations  in  the 
Department  of  the  Missouri  from  December  9, 18G4,  to  the  present  date: 

In  compliance  with  General  Orders,  No.  294.  War  Department,  series 
1804,  I  assumed  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri  December 
9,  1804.  The  department  then  consisted  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  and 
had  iust  begun  to  recover  from  the  effects  of  Price's  raid.  The  cavalry- 
was  "mostly  dismounted  and  the  troops  generally  iu  bad  discipline  aud 
condition.  The  greater  portion  of  the  State  was  iu  a  state  of  confusion 
approaching  anarchy,  continually  fermented  by  marauders,  guerrilla 
bands,  and  roving  Confederates,  who  were  murdering,  robbing,  plunder- 
ing, aud  committing  all  the  outrages  known  to  crime  or  barbarous  war- 
fare. Immediately  after  assuming  command  I  was  requested  by  Gen- 
eral Halleck.  chiefof  staff  of  the  Army,  to  send  to  Major  General  Thomas, 
at  Nashville,  all  the  infantry  iu  my  command  whose  terms  of  service 


330  LOUISIANA   AND    THE   TRANS-MISSISSIPPI.  [Chap.  LX. 

would  not  expire  before  tliey  could  be  used  to  answer  the  exigency  for 
which  they  were  required.  In  conformity  therewith,  and  with  instruc- 
tions subsequently  received,  I  sent  oft'  fourteen  regiments  of  infautry 
and  four  regiments  of  cavalry.  The  troops  left  in  the  department  were 
immediately  equipped,  mounted,  and  fitted  for  active  service  through- 
out the  State.  They  were  taken  away  from  the  towns  and  placed  in 
the  field,  with  orders  to  go  into  the  brush  and  hunt  down  and  exter- 
minate all  bands  of  guerrillas  and  marauders.  I  also,  upon  consultation 
with  His  Excellency  Governor  Fletcher,  called  for  thirty-one  companies 
of  Missouri  Volunteer  Militia,  and  placed  over  them  tried  and  experi- 
enced officers  who  had  served  in  the  field,  and  who  bore  good  reputa- 
tions for  bravery  and  good  discipline.  These  companies  were  stationed 
in  the  counties  infested  by  guerrilla  bands,  and  before  spring  most  of 
the  guerrillas  and  marauders  were  either  killed,  captured,  or  driven 
beyond  the  State.  Late  in  the  spring  the  bands  of  guerrillas  who  had 
left  the  State  with  Price  commenced  returning.  They  were,  however, 
so  vigorously  met  and  universally  broken  up  that  they  either  tied  the 
State  or  surrendered. 

Upon  assuming  command  of  the  department  I  issi^ed  iustructions  to 
my  district  commanders  directing  them  that  all  aid  and  encouragement 
possible  should  be  given  the  people  of  the  State  toward  reviving  civil 
law  and  re-establishing  civil  courts  throughout  the  State;  that  where 
there  were  loyal  civil  officers  and  courts  the  military  authorities  should 
attend  to  their  strict  military  duties,  leaving  all  civil  and  local  police 
matters  to  civil  officers  and  courts,  and  to  aid  tlie  civil  authorities  under 
their  direction  in  the  maintenance  of  order  or  the  enforcement  of  their 
proper  authority  when  called  upon  to  do  so.  This  had  an  excellent 
efi'ect.  It  awakened  new  energy  in  the  people  and  made  them  realize 
their  own  power  and  strength  for  self-government  and  protection.  I 
was  soon  enabled  to  withdraw  the  greater  portion  of  my  troops  for 
active  operations  elsewhere  in  the  department.  Civil  courts  began  to 
be  re-established  and  civil  officers  to  assert  and  enforce  their  authority, 
so  that  to-day  the  State  is  fully  organized  under  loyal  civil  rule, 
and  the  troops  in  the  State  are  merely  guarding  our  depots  until  they 
can  be  concentrated  or  abandoned.  The  Missouri  State  Militia  has  all 
been  mustered  out  ajid  disbanded,  including  the  thirty-one  companies 
of  volunteer  militia  called  out  by  me,  and  who  were  paid  by  the  State  for 
their  services,  the  United  States  (Jovernment  having  been  only  to  the 
expense  of  furnishing  them  arms,  ammunition,  clothing,  and  subsistence. 
Wheu  1  assumed  command  I  found  all  the  military  prisons  filled  with 
soldiers,  political  prisoners,  men  and  women,  charged  witli  various 
offenses,  and  many  under  no  charges.  Added  to  these  were  a  large 
number  of  conscripts  who  had  escaped  from  Price's  army,  been  arrested 
and  imprisoned.  Our  numerous  military  courts  were  overburdened 
with  cases.  I  at  once  inaugurated  a  system  of  thorough  prison  inspec- 
tion, visited  the  prisons  myself,  and  made  thorough  personal  examina- 
tions; discharged  a  large  number  of  soldiers  and  citizens  held  without 
charges,  and  who  were  entitled  to  release;  had  all  others  brought 
speedily  to  trial;  had  all  those  held  as  conscripts  rigidly  and  rapidly 
examined,  and  their  cases  properly  disposed  of;  prohibited  the  arrest 
and  imprisonment  thereafter  of  any  person  except  upon  proper  charges. 
I  reorganized  the  provost-marshal's  department  under  more  perfect  sys- 
tem and  limited  powers,  and  discharged  all  citizens  connected  with  tliat 
bureau,  replacing  them  with  officers  and  enlisted  men. 

Col.  J.  H.  Baker,  the  efficient  chief  of  this  department,  performed 
his  duties  with  signal  ability,  and  under  his  able  supervision  his  bureau 
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became  an  important  and  indispensable  auxiliary  in  the  administration 
of  the  most  difficult  affairs  of  the  department.  All  persons  arrested 
were  speedily  and  thoroughly  examined  and  tried  or  released.  These 
reforms  produced  an  excellent  effect  throughout  the  State.  General 
Orders,  No.  11,  War  Department,  current  series,  merged  the  Depart- 
ment of  Kansas  into  the  Department  of  the  Missouri.  On  the  receipt 
of  this  order  I  repaired  to  Fort  Leavenworth.  I  found  that  the  Indians 
after  the  Chivington  affair  had  combined  and  moved  north;  had  struck 
the  riatte  Valley  and  held  the  overland  route  from  Julesburg  to  Junc- 
tion Station ;  had  captured  trains,  demolished  ranches,  murdered  men, 
women,  and  children;  destroyed  fifty  miles  of  telegraph  lines,  &c.  I 
immediately  ordered  the  troops  on  that  line  to  concentrate  and  move 
against  these  Indians.  After  several  severe  engagements  the  line  was 
retaken,  the  Indians  moving  north  by  way  of  Pole  Creek  and  Mud 
Springs,  where  they  met  the  troops  from  Fort  Laramie,  and  two  or 
tliree  severe  engagements  ensued,  the  Indians  still  making  north  to 
the  Black  Hills.  The  telegraph  line  was  immediately  rebuilt,  the  over- 
land mail  stages  resumed  their  trips,  and  although  the  line  has  been 
attacked  several  times  since,  we  have  succeeded  in  holding  it  open  and 
have  kept  up  communications.  It  was  my  desire  to  make  a  campaign 
against  these  Indians  before  spring,  but  the  force  on  the  line  was 
entirely  inadequate  to  the  jjurpose.  The  three-months'  regiments  from 
Denver  City  had  just  gone  out  of  service  by  reason  of  expiration  of 
term,  and  their  places  had  to  be  supplied  by  militia  from  Colorado  Ter- 
ritory. All  the  posts  were  entirely  out  of  subsistence,  forage,  &c.  I 
found  the  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry  at  Fort  Eiley,  and  the  Sixteenth 
Kansas  Cavalry  at  Fort  Leavenworth.  Not  being  needed  at  these  sta- 
tions, I  ])laced  them  en  route  for  Fort  Lnramie.  Large  amounts  of  sub- 
sistence, forage,  &c.,  were  forwarded  to  the  plains,  and  all  arrangements 
were  perfected  for  making  a  short  campaign  to  the  Black  Hills  before 
grass  started,  but  from  some  unaccountable  reason,  not  yet  explained, 
the  Sixteenth  Kansas  Cavalry  was  over  two  mouths  reaching  their 
destination,  and  arrived  too  late  to  make  the  campaign  designed.  My 
plan  in  this  being  disarranged,  I  placed  the  troops  on  our  communica- 
tions and  commenced  preparations  for  spring  and  summer  campaigns. 
Finding  every  tribe  of  Indians  of  any  importance  from  the  British 
Possessions  on  the  north  to  the  lied  liiver  on  the  south  engaged  in 
open  hostilities,  I  submitted  my  plans  for  operations  against  them, 
which  was  to  strike  them  all  at  once  by  moving  in  seven  columns,  as 
follows,  to  wit:  One  to  move  up  the  Loup  Fork,  thence  to  the  east  base 
of  the  Black  Hills;  a  second  to  move  from  Fort  Laramie  directly  north 
to  Powder  liiver,  and  strike  the  Indians  wherever  found.  Both  of 
these  columns  were  to  be  placed  under  Brig.  Gen.  P.  E.  Connor,  who, 
on  the  assignment  of  Utah  to  this  department,  had  been  placed  in 
command  of  the  District  of  the  Plains,  embracing  the  Territories  of 
Nebraska,  Colorado,  and  Utah. 

Two  columns  under  Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Mitchell,  commanding  the  Dis- 
trict of  Kansas,  were  to  move,  one  up  the  liepublican  Fork  of  Kansas 
liiver  to  its  source,  the  other  up  Smoky  Hill  Fork,  crossing  to  the 
Arkansas  Ifiver,  and  fro«n  thence  to  Denver.  The  other  three  columns 
were  under  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  James  H.  Ford,  commanding  District  of 
Upper  Arkansas,  one  to  move  south  from  Cimarron  Crossing  of  the 
Arkansas  Eiver,  the  second  from  Fort  Lariied,  and  the  third  from  the 
mouth  of  Little  Arkansas  Eiver.  These  were  to  make  their  objective 
point  at  or  near  Fort  Cobb.  This  disposition  would  enter  the  heart  of 
the  country  occupied  by  the  different  tribes,  aud  could  not  fail  to  meet 
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most  of  them  and  strike  terror  in  tlieir  midst,  punish  them  for  their  past 
acts,  make  them  sue  ior  peace,  and  behave  well  in  future.  The  great 
delay  incident  to  getting-  the  necessary  troops  from  the  East  for  these 
columns,  their  coming  dismounted,  and  the  infantry  regiments  to  gar- 
rison posts  and  hold  our  lines  having  to  march  long  distances,  combined 
to  retard  operations  very  seriously.  Many  of  the  regiments  did  not 
arrive  at  Fort  Leavenworth  until  June,  and  most  of  the  animals  to 
mount  them  not  until  July  1.  The  contracts  for  supplies  for  the  plains 
were  not  let  until  May  1.  They  should  have  been  let  by  March  1  at 
furthest  and  January  1  would  have  been  better.  The  supplies  went 
forward  slowly;  trains  loitered  on  their  way,  waiting  for  grass,  and  in 
many  cases  requisitions  for  stores  did  not  arrive  until  late,  the  staff 
oflicersnot  appearing  to  have  appreciated  the  necessity  for  early  action, 
careful  estimates,  and  timely  requisitions.  Many  of  them  had  just  been 
assigned  to  duty  on  the  plains,  and  did  not  on  the  instant  grasp  the 
important  and  difficult  nature  of  their  duties,  or  comprehend  the  fact 
that  it  took  months  to  trans])ort  supplies  from  Fort  Leavenworth  to 
Laramie,  Denver,  and  Utah.  However,  these  difficulties  have  all  been 
overcome,  and  now  supplies  are  going  forward ;  troops  are  en  route 
and  have  arrived.  Four  of  the  columns  are  on  the  march  and  the  rest 
will  be  started  during  this  month.  Kew  posts  have  been  established 
on  the  northern  route,  and  now  the  line  from  Fort  Leavenworth  to 
Kearny,  from  Omaha  to  Kearny,  from  Kearny  to  Denver  and  Salt  Lake, 
via  Bridger's  Pass,  and  the  line  from  Jul'ssburg,  via  Fort  Laramie  and 
South  Pass  to  Salt  Lake,  and  thence  west  to  the  western  line  of  Utah, 
are  well  protected.  Every  stage  station  has  its  detachment,  every 
train  and  coach  goes  guarded,  and  new  life,  activity,  and  discipline 
has  been  infused  into  the  troops.  The  Indians  are  being  put  on  the 
defensive,  and  are  now  invariably  beaten  and  in  most  cases  severely 
chastised  in  their  attacks. 

General  Connor  has  thus  far  exhibited  marked  ability,  and  has 
assisted  materially  in  bringing  about  these  results,  although  in  some 
of  his  subordinates  he  has  not  been  very  ably  assisted,  and  has  had 
many  difficulties  to  contend  with.  Tlie  friendly  Indians  at  Fort 
Laramie,  in  an  attemi>t  to  move  them  to  Fort  Kearny  to  get  them 
away  from  the  scenes  of  Indian  troubles,  revolted,  turned  upon  their 
guard,  killed  a  captain  and  four  men,  and  then  escaped.  Colonel  Moon- 
light, who  was  sent  after  them,  allowed  his  camp  to  be  surprised  and 
his  stock  captured.  I  have  ordered  him  mustered  out  of  tlie  service. 
Everything,  I  think,  now  argues  a  settlement  of  these  Indian  difficul- 
ties this  summer.  They  (the  Indians)  are  beginning  to  realize  and 
appreciate  the  power  of  the  Government  and  to  fear  it.  Their  universal 
success  for  the  year  past  had  emboldened  and  encouraged  them  until 
they  had  become  to  believe  that  we  could  not  subdue  them.  These 
false  notions  must  be  whipped  out  of  them,  and  any  peace  made  with 
them  before  they  are  thoroughly  convinced  that  we  are  the  masters,  and 
not  they,  would  prove  disastrous  to  us,  would  not  last  six  mouths,  and 
would  only  encourage  them  to  renewed  hostilities  when  we,  perhaps 
would  not  be  so  well  prepared  to  meet  them  as  now.  On  the  southeri'i 
route  we  have  had  the  line  from  Fort  Leavenworth  to  Denver,  via  F«rt 
Lyon  and  the  Arkansas  River,and  the  line  from  Cimarron  liiver  Crossing 
to  New  Mexico,  via  Fort  Union,  to  protect  and  guard.  The  Kiowas 
Comanches,  a  small  band  of  the  Arapahoes,  and  a  few  of  the  Cheyennes 
have  infested  the  entire  line.  Expeditions  were  commenced  early 
against  these  Indians,  and  would  have  been  continued  but  for  the  reason 
that  I  received  orders  to  desist  until  they  could  be  reached  by  Indian 
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agents  and  consulted  with  a  view  to  peace.  While  these  attempts  at 
overtures  were  being  made  the  Indians  suddenly  appeared  all  along 
the  line,  attacking  trains,  posts,  and  escorts.  They  were,  however  in 
every  case  repulsed.  The  columns  were  pushed  out  after  tlieni,  one  of 
which  overtook  some  of  them  and  captured  their  camps,  ponies,  and 
some  of  their  people,  and  chastised  them  very  severely,  so  much,  indeed, 
that  they  left  the  route  entirely  and  have  now  gone  to  the  Washita 
Mountains.  Two  of  these  tribes,  the  Comniiches  and  Kiowas,  or  a  por- 
tion of  them,  desire  peace,  and  it  is  possible  one  may  be  made.  How- 
ever, the  columns  moving  from  the  Arkansas  Itiver  are  well  advanced 
in  their  preparations,  and  will  soon  be  in  the  heart  of  their  country, 
when  peace  will  be  made  or  the  Indians  fearfully  chastised,  as  the  case 
may  require. 

General  Ford  has  shown  great  activity  in  his  operations,  and  with 
the  means  at  hand  has  accomphshed  as  much  as  could  be  expected. 
He  has  been  delayed  in  the  movement  of  his  last  expedition  by  reason 
of  non-arrival  of  subsistence  stores,  the  fault  for  which  he  lays  upon  his 
staff  officers,  whose  duty  it  was  to  procure  them.  When  we  consider 
that  15,000  troops  had  to  be  equipped,  and  in  most  cases  marched 
nearly  1,000  miles,  all  the  provisions  transported  by  wagons,  and  most 
of  our  transportatiou  furnished  from  distant  places,  together  with  the 
fact  that  most  of  the  officers  connected  with  these  operations  had  been 
on  duty  and  employed  where  water  or  rail  communications  were  at 
hand,  it  is,  I  think,  no  matter  of  surprise  that  some  unnecessary  delay 
has  occurred.  As  a  general  rule  I  find  that  nearly  all  the  officers  have 
endeavored  to  do  their  whole  duty  in  these  matters.  They  have,  how- 
ever, had  to  labor  under  many  difficulties.  The  want  of  bridges  across 
the  Platte  and  Loup  Fork  retarded  the  movement  of  troops  very 
greatly.  The  Indians  operated  on  both  sides,  and  we  had  often  to  cross 
at  times  when  it  was  almost  impassable  on  account  of  high  water.  I 
applied  for  and  obtained  pontoon  bridges,  Avhich  are  being  placed  over 
the  Loup  Fork  at  Columbus  and  the  Platte  at  Fort  Kearny.  The  cost 
of  good  substantial  bridges  over  both  these  streams  would  be  saved 
to  Government  every  year  by  the  reduction  in  expense  of  obtaining 
wood  and  hay  on  the  north  side  alone,  while  they  M'oukl  also  save 
100  miles  of  land  travel  for  all  of  our  freight,  for  which  we  now 
pay  $2.20  per  100  j)ounds  per  100  miles.  The  freight  could  be  landed 
at  Omaha  for  from  25  to  50  cents  per  100,  thus  saving  from  $1.75 
to  $2  upon  every  100  pounds  going  over  the  northern  route,  and 
also  take  our  trains  over  a  level  and  settled  route  instead  of  a  broken 
and  unsettled  one.  Most  of  the  small  streams  on  this  route  are 
now  crossed  by  military  bridges  to  Fort  Kearny.  Twenty  millions  of 
pounds  of  freight  at  least  will  pass  over  that  route  this  year,  and  I 
strongly  recommend  to  the  Government  the  bridging  at  least  of  the 
riatte.  In  another  spring  fifty  miles  of  the  Union  Pacific  Eailroad 
west  of  Omaha  will  have  been  completed,  leaving  only  130  miles  of  land 
travel  to  Fort  Kearny,  whereas  we  now  have  about  300  from  Fort 
Leavenworth  and  180  from  Omaha.  The  wooden  pontoons  ordered  to 
me  will  not  last  longer  than  another  year,  and  outside  of  purely  mili- 
tary reasons  that  recommend  this  permanent  bridging,  the  amount  of 
trade  and  travel  flowing  west  of  Colorado,  Utah,  Dakota,  Idaho,  and 
]\Iontana,  and  the  inability  of  the  people  living  near  the  crossings  of 
the  Platte  and  Loup  Fork  to  put  in  these  bridges,  and  the  impossibility 
during  a  large  portion  of  the  year  to  keep  ferries  on  these  streams, 
would  justify  the  exi)enditure  of  a  sum  sufficient  to  do  this  bridging 
ill  the  incalculable  benefits  that  would  accrue  to  the  Government  in  the 
development  of  these  Territories. 
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I  would  also  earnestly  recommend  the  bridging  by  the  Government 
of  the  South  Platte  at  or  near  Julesburg.  High  water,  treacherous 
fords,  (fee,  are  the  cause  of  great  delay  and  loss  to  Government  every 
year.  Especially  has  this  been  the  case  this  year,  and  the  amount  of 
trade  and  travel  flowing  south  from  Idalio,  Montana,  and  Western 
Dalfota  and  crossing  at  this  place  is  increasing  and  Avill  in  another 
year  be  immense.  The  same  reasons  for  bridging  the  Platte  at  Fort 
Kearny  urge  the  bridging  of  the  South  Platte  at  Julesburg.  When 
Utah  was  added  to  my  command  (February  17,  1865)  I  approved  the 
course  pursued  in  that  Territory  by  General  Connor,  viz,  avoiding  any 
direct  collision  with  the  Mormons,  but  in  all  ways  possible  inviting 
emigration  thither  by  protecting  the  rights  of  the  so  called  Gentiles, 
sustaining  and  supporting  the  Government  oflicials  sent  there,  and  by 
keeping  a  respectable  force  there,  which  could  be  used  against  the 
Indians  and  in  protecting  mining  operations,  opening  military  roads, 
&c.  Thus,  by  opening  that  Territory,  inviting  an  enlightened  emigra- 
tion there,  and  encouraging  a  public  sentiment  calculated  to  soon  root 
out  that  curse  to  our  land — polygamy.  In  other  reports  I  have  more  fully 
detailed  my  views  and  action  in  these  matters,  which  have  been  approved 
by  Government.  After  the  surrender  of  General  Lee  to  Lieutenant- 
General Grant,  and  under  the  general  directions  of  the  latter  and  the 
special  instructions  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope,  1  demanded  a  surrender 
of  all  Confederate  forces  within  my  reach.  General  M.  Jetf.  Thomxi- 
son  surrendered  to  mo  in  Arkansas  some  700  olificers  and  abont  7,000 
enlisted  men,  while  in  Missouri  I  received  the  surrender  of  about  100  offi- 
cers and  2,000  enlisted  men.  All  bushwhackers,  marauders,  and  guer- 
rilla bands  also  laid  down  their  arms  and  came  in  under  the  Grant- Lee 
agreement,  excex)t  that  in  their  cases  I  simply  stipulated  that  they 
should  not  be  molested  by  the  U.  S.  military  authorities,  thus  leaving  the 
civil  authorities  unrestrained  todeal  with  them  for  the  crimes  they  had 
committed  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  State  and  of  the  United  States 
and  contrary  to  usages  of  war.  The  surrender  of  all  these  has  left  no 
armed  force  anywhere  within  the  State  of  Missouri  or  along  our  south- 
ern borders,  so  that  peace  and  quiet  exists  and  life  and  property  seem 
as  secure  as  before  the  war. 

In  my  administration  of  the  affairs  in  this  department  I  have  been 
ably  assisted  by  my  district  commanders,  all  of  whom  have  performed 
their  duties  with  fidelity  and  zeal.  1  am  especially  indebted  to  the  staff 
officers  in  charge  of  the  depots  at  Saint  Louis  (Col.  William  Myers,  chief 
quartermaster,  and  Col.  T.  J.  Haines,  supervising  commissary),  and 
Surg.  John  P.  Eandolph,  U.  S.  Army,  medical  director,  for  their  valu- 
able aid  and  assistance.  The  staff  officers  under  them  have  also  per- 
formed their  duties  ably  and  faithfully.  From  my  chiefs  of  staff  depart- 
ments—Col. John  V.  Du  P>ois,  inspector- general;  Col.  Gideon  Scull, 
chief  commissary;  Col.  F.  D.  Callender,  chief  ordmince  ofHcer;  Col.  J.  II. 
Baker,  provost-marshal-general ;  Col.  B.  L.  E.  Bcmneville,  chief  commis- 
sary of  musters ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hoelcke,  chief  engineer,  and  Majs. 
Lucien  Eaton  and  J.  JS".  McElroy,  judge-advocates— I  have  received  tliat 
faithful  support  and  valuable  assistance  that  is  necessary  to  render  a 
commander's  operations  successful.  I  extend  to  them  and  the  officers 
under  them  my  sincere  thanks.  I  take  great  pleasiue  in  acknowledgiiio- 
the  satisfactory  manner  in  which  the  adjutant-generars  office  has  been 
conducted  under  the  able  supervision  of  Maj.  J.  W.  Barnes,  assistant 
adjutant- general,  in  charge;  Maj.  D.  G.  Swaim,  assistant  adjutant- 
general;  Maj.  Benjamin  M.  Piatt,  assistant  adjutant-general;  Capt.  J. 
F.  Bennett,  assistant  adjutant-general;  Capt.  John  Willaus,  assistant 
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adjutant-general ;  Captain  Plielan  and  Lieut.  S.  E. Mackey,  acting  assist- 
ant adjutants-general.  These  officers  have  performed  their  duties  well 
and  faithfully.  To  my  personal  staff— Maj.  George  C.  Tichenor,  aide- 
de-camp;  Capt.  Edward  Jonas,  aide-de-camp;  Capt.  George  E.  Ford, 
aide-de-camp;  Lieut.  E.  A.  Trader,  acting  aide-de-camp,  and  Lieut. 
Joseph  M.  Tomlinson,  acting  aide-de-camp— I  am  under  special  obli- 
gations for  their  efficiency,  fidelity,  close  attention  to  duty,  and  gentle- 
manly conduct.  I  am  also  under  many  obligations  to  Governor 
Fletcher  of  Missouri  and  Governor  Crawford  of  Kansas  for  their  hearty 
support  and  co-operation  in  repressing  disorder  in  their  States.  Per- 
fect harmony  has  existed  between  the  military  and  State  authorities, 
and  this  fact  has  contributed  in  no  small  degree  toward  bringing  quiet 
to  the  States  and  in  keeping  up  proper  discipline  and  efficiency  in  the 
militia  that  has  been  called  into  the  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  M.  DODGE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
Capt.  Joseph  McC.  Bell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri. 


Hdqes.  U.  S.  Forces  Kansas  and  the  Territories, 

Fort  Leavemvorth,  November  1,  1865. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  oper- 
ations in  this  command  from  the  date  of  my  assignment  to  the  present 
date: 

I  arrived  here  and  assumed  command  July  26,  1865,  and  in  a  few 
days  thereafter  started  on  the  plains  to  make  a  personal  inspection 
and  examination  of  all  troops,  posts,  routes,  &c.,  within  my  command; 
to  direct  and  supervise  on  the  ground  such  changes  and  dispositions  as 
■were  deemed  necessary,  and  to  give  my  jiersonal  attention  to  matters 
generally.  I  proceeded  from  here  to  Omalia,  from  there  to  Fort  Kearny, 
thence  up  the  Platte,  taking  all  intermediate  posts  and  stations  en  route 
to  Fort  Laramie;  thence  to  Powder  liiver;  thence  to  Denver,  via  base 
of  the  mountains;  thence  to  the  JMiddle  Park,  and  returned  along  the 
Smoky  Hill  Fork  of  the  Kansas  Eiver  and  via  Forts  Ellsworth  and 
Eiley,  reaching  here  on  the  ISth  ultimo,  having  traveled  with  escort 
and  train  over  2,000  miles.  I  deem  it  proper  to  embody  the  following 
subject-matter  in  my  report:  First,  the  operations  of  troops  during  the 
present  year;  second,  the  overland  routes  and  tlie  matter  and  method 
of  protecting  them;  third,  the  character  of  the  country,  tlie  means  for 
and  difliculty  of  supplying  the  troops  in  it;  fourth,  the  policy  now 
being  pursued  toward  the  Indians,  and  wherein  in  my  opinion  it  should 
be  diflerent.  I  deem  it  proper  to  recur  to  the  fact  that  when  the  Depart- 
ment of  Kansas  was  merged  into  the  Department  of  the  Missouri  in 
February  last,  I  repaired  to  Fort  Leavenworth  and  opened  the  Platte 
and  Arkansas  overland  routes,  which  I  found  obstructed  by  the  Indians. 
I  found  then,  and  so  reported,  that  a  general  campaign  against  the 
Indians  wlio  were  hostile  would  have  to  be  made,  and  to  that  end  troops 
[were]  obtained  and  supplies  sent  to  all  posts  on  the  plains.  These  facts, 
Avith  my  plan  for  operations,  I  submitted  to  tlie  major-general  com- 
manding the  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri,  by  whom  I  was 
instructed  to  make  preparations  accordingly.  I  was  notified  of  the 
number  of  troops  that  would  be  sent  me,  and  thereupon  based  my  esti- 
mate for  supi)lies  and  my  instructions  to  district  commanders.    Sup- 
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plies  were  ordered  seut  to  the  District  of  tlie  Plains,  wliich  included 
Nebraska,  Utah,  and  Colorado,  for  12,000  men  for  one  year  for  oper 
ations  east  of  Kocky  Mountains,  and  to  the  District  of  Upper  Arkan- 
sas, including  the  southern  overland  route,  for  7,000  men  for  six  months. 
I  also  received  instructions  to  i>lace  supplies  in  Utah  lor  5,000  men,  but 
for  reasons  which  will  hereafter  ap[)ear  supplies  for  only  2,500  men  were 
sent  there.  The  contract  for  transporting  the  supplies  was  made  by 
the  Quartermaster's  Department  at  Washington  and  not  closed  until 
the  1st  of  May.  The  contractors  were  given  from  that  time  until  the 
1st  of  December  to  complete  their  contract,  no  time  being  specified 
for  the  delivery  of  any  supplies  at  designated  points  e.arlier  than  the 
limit  named.  This  alone  was  almost  fatal  to  my  operations  north  of 
Fort  Laramie,  as  after  the  troo])S  arrived  there  they  were  detained 
from  four  to  six  weeks,  for  supplies  that  had  been  sent  from  here  and 
been  on  the  road  from  two  to  three  months,  and  we  had  finally  to  haul 
sux>plies  for  General  Connor's  columns  by  Coverumenttrainsfrom  Fort 
Kearny  and  Cottonwood  before  they  coixld  move. 

In  forming  my  plans  for  the  campaign  my  understanding  was  that  the 
hostile  Indians  were  to  be  punished  at  all  hazards,  and  this  I  intended 
to  do,  knowing  if  I  was  allowed  to  press  the  campaign  according  to  my 
plans  that  before  another  spring  a  satisfactory  and  durable  peace  could 
be  obtained.  My  general  plan  nf  operations  was  marked  out  as  fol- 
lows, viz:  General  P.  K.  Connor,  commanding  District  of  the  Plains, 
was  to  move  against  the  Jiorthern  Indians  in  three  columns;  General 
J.  B.  Sanborn,  commanding  District  of  Upper  Arkansas,  to  move  with 
three  columns  against  the  southern  Indians,  and  two  separate  columns, 
small  and  light,  were  to  move,  respectively,  u])  the  Keimblican  and 
Smoky  Hill  Forks  of  the  Kansas  I'iver.  and  keep  the  country  between 
the  Platte  and  Arkansas  Itivers  free  from  Indians,  and  aid  in  keeping 
the  great  overland  routes  unobstructed.  In  addition  to  these  disposi- 
tions troops  had  to  be  kept  posted  on  the  Platte  stage  and  telegraph 
lines  from  Fort  Kearny,  via  both  Denver  and  Fort  Laramie  to  Salt 
Lake  City  and  along  the  Arkansas  route  to  New  Mexico.  General  Con- 
nor's columns  were  to  be  about  1,500  men  strong  each,  but  the  non- 
arrival  of  troops  reduced  the  number  to  an  aggregate  of  2,500,  and  to 
obtain  which  I  had  to  strip  the  Platte  route.  He  (('onnor)  moved  with 
his  force  as  follows,  viz:  One  column,  under  Colonel  Cole,  Second  Mis- 
souri Light  Artillery,  going  up  Loup  Fork  along  east  base  of  the  Black 
Hills,  crossing  the  Little  Missouri  at  or  near  Bear  Butte;  thence  across 
to  near  the  forks  of  Little  and  Big  Powder  Elvers;  thence  to  point  of 
junction,  some  fifty  miles  from  the  Yellowstone,  on  Tongue  Piver.  One 
column,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker,  Sixteentli  Kansas  Cavalry, 
to  move  from  Fort  Laramie  directly  north  along  the  west  base  of  tiie 
Black  Hills,  crossing  at  head  cf  the  Little  Missouri,  and  thence  across 
Powder  Eiver  to  point  of  junction  named.  The  third  column,  under 
General  Connor  in  person,  with  supplies  for  three  columns  for  use  after 
effecting  the  junction,  moved  up  the  North  Platte  to  its  most  iioitherly 
bend;  thence  due  north  to  Powder  Eiver,  and  after  establishing  the 
post  of  Fort  Connor,  some  ISO  miles  northwestof  Laramie,  moved  along 
east  base  of  the  Big  Horn  Mountains  to  the  point  of  junction  on  Tongue 
Eiver.  Instructions  to  General  Connor  and  other  district  commanders 
are  hereto  appended,  marked  A.  After  a  portion  of  these  columns 
had  moved  and  were  all  in  the  field  1  received  the  dispatches  and 
instructions  from  Major-General  Pope,  which,  together  with  my  answers 
thereto  and  action  tliereou,  are  kereto  appended,  marked  B. 
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The  troops  ordered  hitlier  to  take  the  place  of  troops  taken  by  Gen- 
eral Connor,  after  having  been  transported  from  Washington  and  else- 
\vhere  at  great  distance,  and  then  inarched  to  Fort  KearDy,  Julesburg, 
Fort  Laramie,  &c.,  were  ordered  mustered  out  of  the  service  without 
any  benefit  whatever  being  received  from  thoin,  and  also  after  we  had 
been  at  the  expense  of  equipping  them  fully,  and  also  transporting 
snpphes  to  the  plains  for  their  use.  By  this  means  the  number  of  men 
for  use  on  the  north  were  reduced  from  the  number  calculated  upon, 
say  32,000  men,  to  less  than  G,000,  and  many  of  tliem  were  mutinous, 
dissatisfied,  and  inefficient.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  tliat  I  had  about 
2,000  miles  of  overland  mail  and  telegraph  line  to  protect  in  addition 
to  carrying  on  the  campaign.  I  think  that  under  all  the  circumstances 
General  Connor  accomxilished  all  that  could  possibly  be  expected,  as 
will  he  seen  by  his  report  of  operations.  Despite  all  obstacles  he 
succeeded  in  chastising  one  tribe  of  Indians  in  a  manner  seldom  before 
equaled  and  never  excelled.  He  also  ])unished  two  other  tribes  quite 
severely,  and  has,  I  think,  thoroughly  exploded  the  idea  so  commonly 
advanced,  viz,  tliat  the  Plains  Indians  on  the  warpath  cannot  be  over- 
taken and  whipped  in  battle.  Could  General  Connor  have  moved  in 
June,  or  even  by  July  1,  I  have  no  doubt  he  would  have  succeeded  in 
inflicting  thorough  and  effectual  chastisement  upon  all  the  tribes  in 
hostility  on  the  north,  and  have  carried  out  ray  instructions  in  the 
matter  fully  and  completely.  Copies  of  telegrams  in  relation  to  his 
campaign  received  and  sent  by  me  after  he  had  moved  I  append 
hereto,  marked  C.  For  a  full  report  of  General  Connor's  operations, 
fights,  &c.,  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  his  report  and  to  the  reports  of 
his  colunni  commanders.  Colonel  Cole  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker, 
which  are  ibrwarded  herewith.*  Colonel  Cole  is  entitled  to  great  credit 
for  the  manner  in  which  he  met  and  overcame  the  many  obstacles  he 
had  to  contend  with.  Having  been  misled  by  his  guides,  wlio  seem 
to  have  been  entirely  ignorant  of  the  country  he  was  in,  and  by  the 
report  of  his  scouting  party  sent  to  find  General  Connor,  he  concluded 
that  there  was  a  misunderstanding  as  to  the  point  of  .iunctiou  desig- 
nated, although  he  was  then,  in  fact,  within  sixty  miles  of  General 
Connor's  column,  and  therefore  moved  on  down  Towder  Eiver, intending 
to  go  to  the  Yellowstone;  thence  up  that  stream,  and  from  thence  up 
Tongue  Eiver  until  he  found  the  place  of  junction  or  struck  General 
Connor's  trail;  but  the  severe  snow-storm  that  killed  so  many  of  his 
animals  and  the  appearance  of  Indians  induced  him  to  move  south, 
take  the  trail  of  the  Indians,  and  pursue  them  as  far  as  possible,  by 
doing  vv'hich  he  succeeded  in  getting  three  fights,  in  which  he  chastised 
the  Indians  very  severely,  kilUng  large  numbers  of  thein.  An  oflicer 
attached  to  my  headquarters,  who  accompanied  Colonel  Colo  as  engi- 
neer, states  that  he  saw  over  200  dead  Indians  that  were  killed  in 
these  fights. 

The  failure  on  the  part  of  General  Connor's  column  commanders  to 
join  him  at  tlie  point  designated  no  doubt  prevented  him  Jrom  carrying 
'out  his  plans  fully  and  successfully.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker,  it 
seems,  made  no  eflbrt  whatever  to  communicate  with  General  Connor 
or  ascertain  his  position.  General  Connor  returned  to  Fort  Connor, 
intending  to  reorganize  an  expedition  from  Colonels  Cole's  and  Walker  s 
commands  and  complete  his  campaign;  but  for  reasons  that  appear 
in  his  report  this  was  not  done,  and  he  (Connor)  proceeded  to  Utah,  in 
compliance  with  orders  from  Major-Geaeral  Pope.    Aside  from  the 

"Connor's  and  AValker's  reports  uot  found,     For  Cole's  report,  sec  p.  380. 
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engagements  detailed  in  the  reports  of  General  Gonuor  and  Colonels 
Cole  and  Walker,  a  number  of  fights  of  more  or  less  importance  were 
had  with  the  Indians  by  my  troops  during  the  past  season,  in  most  of 
which  the  savages  were  chastised,  in  attacks  upon  trains,  post  detach- 
ments, &c.  Keports  of  these  have  from  time  to  time  been  made  by 
telegraph  to  department  headquarters.  Copies  of  some  of  these  tele- 
grams are  hereto  appended,  marked  D.  During  General  Connor's 
absence  on  his  expedition  the  Indians  deserted  the  overland  routes  and 
followed  hiui  to  protect  tlieir  families  and  villages.  I  therefore  conclude 
that  the  most  effectual  way  to  protect  these  routes  while  these  Indians 
are  hostile  would  be  to  keep  a  movable  force  in  the  heart  of  their 
country  ready  to  strike  them  at  all  times.  The  columns  ai-ranged  to 
move  under  General  Sanborn  were  fitted  out  under  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen. 
J.  H.  Ford,  who  was  twice  turned  back  after  crossing  the  Arkansas 
Iliver  to  await  the  result  of  negotiations  then  said  to  be  pending 
between  Col.  J.  H.  Leavenworth  and  the  tribes.  He  (General  Ford) 
was  turned  back  the  second  time  by  orders  from  General  A.  McD. 
McCook,  at  the  instance  of  Senator  Boolittle's  committee,  and,  as  was 
claimed,  by  authority  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope,  but,  as  will  appear  from 
appended  copy  of  General  Pope's  telegram  (marked  E),  was,  in  fact, 
without  his  authority.  It  will  be  remembered  that  immediately  after 
the  issuance  of  this  order  by  General  McCook  the  Indians  made  a 
general  attack  upon  the  entire  line  from  Cow  Creek  to  Fort  Dodge, 
which  to  my  mind  clearly  shows  that  all  their  peace  talk  was  a  ruse, 
a  dishonest  scheme,  and  I  so  considered  it  at  the  time.  The  columns 
were  again  fitted  out  and  General  Sanborn  sent  to  command  them, 
with  instructions,  copies  of  which,  togetlier  with  telegrams  of  Major- 
General  Pope  and  myself  in  relation  thereto,  are  hereto  appended, 
marked  F.  He  was  to  have  moved  the  day  I  left  Fort  Leavenworth 
for  the  plains,  and  I  supposed  he  had  done  so  until  I  learned  ofiicially 
that  he  was  stopped,  his  troops  placed  in  camp,  and  he  directed  to 
make  overtures  for  peace  with  the  Indians,  by  telegraph  orders  from  the 
major-general  commanding  the  department,  a  copy  of  which  order  is 
hereto  appended,  marked  G.  General  Sanborn's  columns  were  to  have 
moved  as  follows,  viz:  One  from  Cow  Creek,  one  from  Fort  Larned, 
and  one  from  Cimarron  Crossing  of  the  Arkansas,  and  were  to  have 
concentrated  at  or  near  Fort  Cobb.  They  were  the  best  appointed, 
best  equipped,  and,  in  fact,  the  best  trooi)s  in  my  command,  and  Avould 
have  penetrated  the  heart  of  the  Indian  country;  and  being  informed 
of  the  location  of  two  of  the  Comanche  and  Kiowa  villages.  General 
Sanborn  could  not  have  failed  to  strike  them. 

It  is  probable  that  a  peace  will  be  made  by  the  commissioners  now 
engaged  thereat  with  these  Indians.  I  am  clear,  however,  in  my  opinion 
that  any  peace  made  with  them  before  they  are  severely  punished  will 
not  carry  with  it  that  assurance  of  perpetuity  and  good  faith  it  would 
had  we  first  chastised  them  for  the  outrages  they  have  committed  dur- 
ing the  past  eighteen  months,  and  Lave  made  them  seek  peace  from  us 
instead  of  us  from  them.  Within  the  ])ast  month  they  attacked  a  train 
on  the  Arkansas  Eiver,  killed  five  men,  robbed  and  destroyed  their  train ; 
also  attacked  the  station  on  the  Smoky  Hill  route,  burned  stages,  and 
carried  off  stock.  Happening  to  be  on  my  return  down  the  Smoky  Hill 
route  during  these  troubles,  I  had  personal  knowledge  of  these  acts  of 
hostility  and  treachery,  and  I  at  once  placed  troops  along  the  route  at 
such  places  as  I  deemed  necessary  for  protection.  The  fact  should  be 
borne  in  mind  that  these  hostile  depredations  were  committed  by  tribes, 
portions  of  whom  were  at  that  very  time  sitting  in  council  with  commis- 
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sioners  appointed  in  accordance  witli  the  written  agreement  made  the 
loth  of  August  last  between  General  Sanborn  and  headmen  of  these 
tribes,  a  copy  of  which  agreement,  with  accompanying  papers,  is  hereto 
appended,  marked  H;  On  receipt  of  notice  of  tlie agreementfor  peace 
above  referred  to  between  General  Sanborn  and  the  chiefs  and  the  head- 
men of  the  Oomanches,  Arapahoes,  Kiowas,  and  Apaches,  I  directed 
General  Sanborn  to  reduce  his  force  to  the  lowest  possible  number 
for  protection  of  the  route  and  defensive  use,  copy  of  my  instruc- 
tions to  him  on  this  subject  is  liereto  appended,  marked  I.  On  the 
2d  day  of  October  I  sent  Big  llibs  and  some  of  his  best  men  (friendly 
Sioux)  north  to  start  from  Fort  Laramie  and  visit  the  hostile  tribes  of 
Sioux  and  Cheyennes  who  were  north  of  that  point,  and  had  been 
engaged  in  the  lights  with  General  Connor,  and  who  had  not  gone  east 
to  the  Missouri  Tdver  to  treat  with  the  commission  sent  there.  I  invited 
those  Indians  to  come  into  Fort  Laramie  and  make  an  agreement  for 
the  cessation  of  hostilities.  These  messengers  I  have  not  yet  heard 
from,  I  also  sent  messengers  to  the  band  of  Sioux  in  the  Medicine 
Bow  Mountains  with  an  invitation  for  them  to  join  the  council  at  Fort 
Laramie.  These  Indians  while  being  pursued  by  some  troops,  after  they 
had  attacked  a  station  near  Fort  Ilalleck,  left  a  message,  a  verbatim 
copy  of  which  is  hereto  appended,  marked  J.  I  also  append  copy  of 
instructions  to  Brevet  Major-General  Wheatou  in  relation  to  Big  Ribs' 
mission,  marked  K. 

I  am  confident  that  during  this  winter  or  by  the  first  months  of 
spring  we  will  be  able  to  make  treaties  with  the  Arapahoes,  who  were  so 
thoroughly  chastised  by  General  Connor,  and  who  are  now  entirely 
destitute;  also  with  all,  or  nearly  all,  of  the  iSioux  tribes  that  are  banded 
together  and  engaged  in  hostilities  against  us,  they  having  been  pun- 
ished quite  severely;  also  with  the  tribes  of  Sioux  on  the  Missouri 
Kiver,  who  have  not  been  engaged  in  the  past  summer's  hostilities,  and 
who  are  very  destitute.  The  commissioners  who  have  treated  with  the 
Oomanches,  SouthChej^ennes,  the  Arapahoes,  Kiowas,  and  Apaches  are 
confident  they  will  act  in  good  faith,  but  I  look  for  trouble  from  the 
young  men  of  the  North  Cheyennes,  the  Oomanches,  Apaches,  and 
Kiowas.  They  have  not  been  punished,  and  while  the  old  men  and 
some  of  the  principal  chiefs  are  anxious  for  ])eace,  the  young  men  (dog 
soldiers),  by  separation  from  them  get  beyond  their  control  and  continue 
their  depredations.  The  Cheyennes  are  even  now  continuing  their 
work  on  the  North  Platte,  and  I  fear  when  they  reach  the  Arkansas, 
in  which  direction  they  are  moving,  they  will  induce  many  of  the 
young  men  of  the  southern  tribes  to  join  them.  If  we,  after  having 
made  treaties  with  them,  live  up  to  them,  control  carefully  and  rigidly 
all  intercourse  between  them  and  the  whites,  deliver  faithfully  and 
honestly  the  annuities  to  them,  we  will,  I  am  satisfied,  be  able  to  keep 
these  tribes  peaceable;  can  use  them  against  those  in  hostility,  divide, 
distract,  and  discourage  the  young  men,  and  finally  bring  them  all  to  a 
permaTient  peace.  Unless  this  is  done  we  will  have  them  all  against 
us  the  next  season ;  will  lose  the  influence  of  those  who  are  now  friendly 
and  well  disposed,  and,  in  fact,  make  the  chiefs  who  have  labored  for 
lieace  a  by-word  in  their  tribes,  and  thereby  destroy  what  little 
influence  they  now  have.  I  have  given  instructions  to  all  of  my  officers 
to  live  up  to  and  carry  out  rigidly  and  faithfully,  as  far  as  they  are 
concerned,  any  and  all  agreements  with  the  different  tribes  made  by 
them,  by  the  agents  of  the  Interior  Department,  or  by  commissioners 
appointed  to  treat  with  them;  but  for  them  to  use  all  their  available 
force  in  hunting  down  those  who  persist  in  their  hostility  this  winter, 
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and  endeavor  to  bring  them  to  terms  before  another  spring ;  and  in 
instructions  to  all  my  officers  I  have  directed  that  in  fighting  these 
Indians  they  must  do  it  honorably,  allow  no  atrocities,  and  practice  no 
severities  not  sanctioned  by  the  usages  of  war. 

The  column  sent  up  the  Eepublicau  was  under  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Kirwan,  Twelfth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  and  was  about  350  strong.  It 
kept  that  country  clear  of  Indians  durhig  the  entire  summer,  and 
protected  the  Government  surveyors  who  were  employed  in  completing 
the  work  they  were  driven  from  the  year  previous.  The  force  sent  up 
the  Smoky  Hill  route  under  Major  Pritchard  was  about  250  strong. 
While  scouting  that  country  it  at  the  same  time  opened  that  route  to 
Denver,  which  is  now  traveled  with  a  daily  stage,  and  is  about  100 
miles  nearer  to  Denver  from  all  points  south  of  Saint  Joseph  than  the 
Platte  route.  In  July  last  I  sent  the  companies  of  the  Fifth  U.  S. 
Volunteers,  with  two  howitzers,  under  Capt.  G.  W.  Williford,  as  escort 
for  Colonel  Sawyer's  party,  opening  the  route  from  Sioux  City  along 
the  Niobrara,  via  Fort  Connor  and  Big  Horn  Mountains,  to  Virginia 
City,  Mont.  Ter.  They  report  that  they  suffered  considerably ;  encoun- 
tered many  difficulties ;  were  attacked  three  times  by  a  large  force  of 
Cheyennes  near  Powder  liiver,  but  succeeded  iu  driving  them  off,  and 
took  through  safely  a  large  train  of  some  80  wagons,  emigrants,  &c. 
Attention  is  respectfully  called  to  the  report  of  Capt.  G.  W.  Williford, 
forwarded  herewith.*  The  wagon  road  expedition  was  a  failure  as  far 
as  making  a  road  was  concerned.  It  had  a  heavy  train  belonging  to 
private  i)arties,  and  while  its  ostensible  object  was  to  survey  and  make 
a  road  through  a  country  comparatively  uuknown,  its  real  purpose 
seems  to  have  been  to  take  the  train  through,  and  to  that  end  its  efforts 
were  devoted,  instead  of  making  a  road,  building  bridges,  &c.  Captain 
Williford  went  shnply  as  an  escort  to  the  party,  and  had  no  control 
whatever  over  it,  and  exercised  none  until  he  was  obliged  to  do  so  in 
order  to  save  his  command,  in  which,  by  his  superior  ability  and  skill- 
ful management,  he  succeeded.  General  Connor  sent  word  to  Colonel 
Sawyer,  in  charge  of  the  wagon  party,  not  to  attempt  to  penetrate  the 
country  he  was  making  for,  as  it  was  impracticable.  No  attention  was 
paid,  however,  to  General  Connor's  advice,  or  to  that  of  all  experienced 
guides  who  were  consulted.  The  party  pushed  on,  got  into  the  Bad 
Lands  on  Powder  Eiver,  and  was  theie  extricated  and  taken  to  Fort 
Connor  by  Captain  Williford.  Colonel  Sawyer's  guides  were  inexperi- 
enced and  unacquainted  with  most  of  the  country  he  had  to  pass  over. 
A  fine  road  can,  however,  be  found  from  Sioux  City  to  Montana,  via 
Fort  Laramie,  as  Avill  hereafter  appear  in  this  report. 

In  July  last  a  portion  of  the  Third  California  Veteran  Infantry,  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Johns,  left  Salt  Lake  to  accompany  the  Overland 
Stage  Company  in  opening  the  new  route  from  Salt  Lake,  via  the  Uintah 
Valley,  White  Eiver,  Middle  Park,  and  Berthoud  (or  Boulder)  Pass,  to 
Central  City  an'd  Denver.  This  force  reports  the  route  practicable. 
They  met  no  Indians  except  the  Utes,  who  were  friendly,  and  found  no 
obstacles  that  could  not  be  easily  overcome,  except  the  Berthoud  (or 
Boulder)  Pass,  which  will  require  considerable  work  before  it  can  be  used 
as  a  stage  or  emigrant  route.  This  route,  it  is  said,  would  save  200  miles 
in  distance  over  any  other  route  between  Denver  and  Salt  Lake.  With 
reference  to  the  overland  routes  I  shall  speak  fully,  and,  I  trust,  clearly. 
The  country  over  which  they  pass  is,  however,  so  marked  and  peculiar 
that  they  are  all  in  many  particulars  much  alike.     After  passing  a  belt 

*See'>.  388. 
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of  country  about  150  miles  in  width  that  borders  on  the  Missouri  Eiver, 
we  strike  the  plains,  some  400  or  500  miles  in  width,  extending  from 
thence  to  the  base  of  the  mountains  with  the  exception  of  occasional 
spots — ^^small,  indeed,  compared  with  this  immense  extent.  These  plains 
are  not  susceptible  of  cultivation  or  settlement.  This  great  belt  of  barren 
country  extends  from  the  Missouri  River  on  the  north  to  the  Canadian  on 
the  south,  being  the  extent  of  my  travels  upon  it.  The  valleys  as  a  gen- 
eral thing  are  covered  with  grass  often  luxuriant  and  suitable  for  hay. 
The  uplands  generally  have  a  straggling  growth  of  buffalo  grass,  but  are 
often,  for  miles,  entirely  destitute  of  vegetation,  except  occasionally  the 
]nickly  pear,  cactus,  or  sage  bush.  No  part  of  this  great  area  is  suscep- 
tible of  raising  grain  or  vegetables  except  on  a  few  streams,  and  then  by 
irrigation ;  nor  does  it,  as  yet  discovered,  possess  any  mineral  resources. 
It  is  almost  entirely  destitute  of  wood,  and  running  water  cannot  be 
depended  upon  except  along  the  great  streams  that  rise  in  the  Eocky 
Mountains,  flow  east,  and  empty  into  the  Missouri  or  Mississippi  or 
the  streams  rising  in  the  Black  Hills,  Big  Horn,  and  Powder  Kiver 
Mountains,  and  which  flow  north,  emptying  in  the  Yellowstone.  Up 
the  great  valleys  and  even  over  the  higher  tables  are  the  best  natural 
roads  in  the  world,  and  nature  has  so  constructed  them  that  through 
this  great  belt  there  are  four  great  water-courses  traversing  it  at  right 
angles  at  distances  from  each  other  of  from  100  to  200  miles.  Gom- 
meiicing,  then,  on  the  north  the  first  overland  -route  is  known  as  the 
IsTiobrara,  up  which  stream  the  road  runs  to  its  source,  and  up  to  this  time 
crosses  to  the  Platte,  terminating  at  Fort  Laramie.  Colonel  Sawyer's 
wagon  party  endeavored  this  season  to  find  a  road  on  this  route  through 
directly  to  Montana,  via  Powder  Eiver  and  north  of  Little  Horn  Eiver, 
but  the  obstacles  met  with  determined  them  to  abandon  it,  and  they 
struck  south  and  took  the  road  made  and  explored  by  General  Connor 
from  Fort  Laramie  to  base  of  Big  Horn  Mountains;  thence  to -Three 
Forks  of  the  Missouri  and  thence  to  Virginia  City.  This  from  the 
Platte  is  a  fine  natural  road,  and,  with  the  exception  of  running  water 
for  100  miles  from  the  Platte  to  Powder  River,  is  abundantly  supplied 
with  clear  running  water,  grass,  wood,  and  game.  This  road  is  marked 
a  a  on  map. 

The  road  heretofore  used  to  Montana  was  up  Forth  Platte  via  South 
Pass,  thence  up  Snake  Eiver,  &c.  The  new  road,  on  which  Fort  Connor 
is  situated,  saves  in  distance  some  350  miles,  making  the  distance  now 
only  about  450  miles  from  Fort  Laramie  to  Three  Forks  of  the  Missouri. 
The  military  operations  this  summer  have  opened  this  road,  and  as  soon 
as  our  Indian  troubles  in  that  region  are  over  it  will  be  the  great  over- 
land route  from  the  States  to  Montana.  All  travel  concentratuig  from 
the  different  routes  east  of  Fort  Laramie  will  take  that  road  from  this 
converging  point.  This  road,  I  believe,  has  an  appropriation  from 
Congress  which,  when  expended  upon  it,  will  make  it  equal  to  any  route 
over  the  plains  and  across  the  mountains.  The  second  route  is  known 
as  the  Platte  route.  Starting  at  difierent  points  on  the  Missouri 
Eiver,  such  as  Omaha,  Plattsmouth,  Nebraska  City,  Atchison,  Saint 
Joseph,  Leavenworth,  Kansas  City,  &c.,  the  roads  all  converge  at  or 
near  Fort  Kearny,  and  following  the  Valley  of  the  Platte  to  its  forks, 
either  leads  up  the  North  Platte  via  Fort  Laramie,  South  Pass,  and 
Salt  Lake,  or  up  Lodge  Pole,  through  Cheyenne  and  Bridger's  Pass  to 
Salt  Lake,  or  continuing  up  South  Platte  go  to  Denver,  or  diverge  and 
pass  up  the  Cache  la  Poudre  to  Laramie  Plains;  thence  through 
Bridger's  Pass  to  Salt  Lake.    On  this  route  at  all  times  (and  for  the 
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past  eleven  years  to  my  knowledge)  an  abundance  of  grass,  water,  and 
wood  for  all  practicable  purposes  has  abounded.  It  has  the  best  passes 
through  the  mountains,  and  it  is  by  far  the  best  natural  road  from  the 
Missouri  Eiver  to  the  Pacific  Coast.  The  telegraph,  mail,  and  express 
lines  are  on  this  route,  and  most  of  the  emigration  passes  over  it. 
From  March  1  to  August  10  of  this  year  there  passed  Fort  Kearny  on 
this  route  going  west  9,386  teams  and  11,885  persons,  which  conveys 
some  idea  of  the  vast  amount  of  trade,  travel,  and  capital  that  is  flow- 
ing to  the  great  mineral  regions  of  Colorado,  Utah,  Montana,  and 
Idaho.  In  going  via  this  route  west  from  Denver  choice  can  be  taken 
of  the  new  route  through  Berthoud  Pass  and  via  White  Eiver  and 
Uintah  Valley,  surveyed  and  explored  the  past  summer  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Johns  and  party,  and  which  is  now  being  opened.  The  Platte 
routes  are  marked  B  B  on  map.  The  third  route,  and  the  one  just 
established,  which  possesses  many  advantages  to  the  travel  south  of 
Iowa  and  Nebraska,  is  the  one  leading  from  Atchison,  Leavenworth, 
Kansas  City,  &c.,  up  the  Kansas  River  to  Fort  Riley ;  thence  via  Fort 
Ellsworth  along  the  Smoky  Hill  to  its  source;  thence  crossing  to  the  Big 
Sandy,  and  leading  to  Denver,  where  it  connects  with  all  the  other  routes 
diverging  from  that  center.  The  distance  from  the  Missouri  River  to 
Denver  by  this  route  is  about  600  miles.  It  is  a  very  good  natural  road, 
with  no  obstacles  to  overcome,  except  from  Big  Creek,  on  the  Smoky 
Hill,  to  Beaver  Creek,  .which  flows  into  the  Platte.  There  is  no  running 
water  portions  of  the  year.  The  road  as  now  laid,  however,  obviates 
this  trouble  by  striking  numerous  springs,  and  by  wells  being  sunk  so 
that  water  on  the  distance  named  can  be  obtained  every  eight  or  fifteen 
miles.  The  balance  of  the  route  is  well  supplied  with  water.  The  entire 
route  is  well  supplied  with  grass,  and  innumerable  herds  of  buffaloes, 
and  an  abundance  of  other  game  roam  along  it  for  hundreds  of  miles. 
Butterfield's  overland  dispatch,  stage,  express,  and  freight  line  has 
lately  been  established  on  this  route,  which  is  opening  it  up  perma- 
nently and  effectually.    This  route  is  marked.  C  C  on  map. 

The  fourth  and  last  great  route  is  the  Arkansas  River  route,  which 
either  follows  the  Smoky  Hill  route  to  Fort  Ellsworth,  and  strikes  from 
thence  across  to  the  Arkansas  River,  or  otherwise  keeps  farther  south, 
striking  the  upper  road  at  Fort  Zarah,  and  leading  from  thence  via 
Forts  Larned,  Lyon,  and  Union  to  New  Mexico.  This  route  follows  a 
stream  which,  like  the  Platte,  rises  in  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  is 
abundantly  supplied  with  water  and  grass,  and  for  all  practical  pur- 
poses of  travel  is  supplied  with  wood,  except  for  a  distance  of  perhaps 
250  miles.  Over  this  route  passes  all  the  trade  of  and  tra.vel  to  and  from 
New  Mexico,  Arizona,  and  parts  of  North  Mexico  and  Texas,  marked  on 
map  D  D.  The  great  difficulty  of  making  roads  to  connect  these  over- 
land routes  from  north  to  south  between  the  100th  parallel  of  longi- 
tude and  the  base  of  the  mountains  is  the  fact  that  as  soon  as  you 
leave  the  great  streams  you  lose  running  water.  The  secondary 
streams  that  rise  in  the  divides  instead  of  the  mountains — for  instance, 
the  White  Earth,  Cheyenne,  and  a  portion  of  the  Republican  and  Smoky 
Hill — are  from  100  to  200  miles  of  their  length  from  their  head  desti- 
tute of  running  water  during  the  summer  and  fall  months.  Occasional 
springs  and  water  holes  or  lakes,  to  be  sure,  can  be  found,  but  to  make 
roads  follow  these  would  take  them  from  their  proper  direction  and  add 
greatly  to  their  distance  and  often  to  their  grades.  In  view  of  these 
facts,  and  of  the  peculiar  advantages  for  travel  to  particular  destina- 
tions attached  to  each  of  these  great  routes,  I  hold  that  in  any  and  all 
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treaties  with  the  Indians  the  right  of  way  over  all  of  them  should  be 
permanently  secured,  and,  if  possible,  the  Indians  should  be  confined 
to  the  country  north  of  the  North  I^latte  and  south  of  the  Arkansas 
liiver.  Every  year  makes  this  more  feasible,  from  the  fact  that  the 
great  amount  of  game  that  abounded  between  these  rivers  along  the 
Smoky  Hill  and  Republican  is  becoming  scarce,  being  driven  rapidly 
north  and  south  by  the  travel  on  these  routes.  To-day  tlie  buffalo  and 
other  game  is  very  scarce  on  the  Platte  route,  and  abound  for  a  length  of 
only  some  150  miles  over  the  other  routes,  thereby  making  the  region 
between  the  two  rivers  named  valueless  to  tlie  Indians  as  hunting 
ground.  During  the  past  year  the  routes  have  had  to  be,  and  have 
been,  protected  from  the  hostile  operations  of  at  least  15,000  Indians, 
warriors  on  the  warpath,  and  hungry  for  blood  and  plunder.  The  tel- 
egraph lines  had  to  be  closely  guarded,  stages  and  trains  escorted,  new 
posts  were  built  and  garrisoned,  and  especially  along  the  Platte  route 
each  stage  station  had  to  have  a  detachment  of  tioops  as  escort.  The 
l)osts  on  the  Platte  route  are,  as  a  general  thing,  well  built,  cleanly, 
under  good  discipline,  and  now  have  accommodations  for  all  troops  and 
stores  required  to  be  kept  at  them. 

On  the  Arkansas  River  route  Fort  Riley  and  Fort  Lyon  are  fine  mil- 
itary posts.  The  intermediate  i)Osts  are,  however,  poorly  built,  and  are 
really  unfit  for  troops  to  occupy,  and  lack  proper  protection  for  stores. 
It  has  been  expected  that  most  of  these  posts  would  be  abandoned, 
hence  no  more  expense  than  was  actually  and  unavoidably  necessary 
has  been  incurred  in  fitting  them  up.  On  the  new  route  to  Montana  I 
recommend  that  posts  be  established  at  or  near  where  the  road 
crosses  the  Tongue  and  Big  Horn  Rivers.  On  the  Suioky  Hill  route 
there  are  only  five  companies  stationed,  which,  owing  to  troops  being  sta- 
tioned along  the  routes  north  and  south,  is  suflicient  i^rotection.  Over 
these  several  routes  must  pass  all,  not  only  supplies  for  the  mighty 
empire  springing  up  in  the  mining  regions  of  Coloi-ado,  Arizona,  Utah, 
Montana,  New  Mexico,  and  Idaho,  but  also  the  great  trade  and  emi- 
grant travel  to  California  and  Oregon.  As  I  have  before  stated,  tlie 
country  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  range  and  west  of  the  narrow  fer- 
tile belt  that  borders  the  Missouri  is  not  susceptible  of  cultivation  or 
settlement — an  occasional  few  acres  only  along  the  streams  can  be  irri- 
gated and  made  to  produce  crops.  It  therefore  follows  that  from 
the  States  nmst  henceforth  be  sent  across  the  plains,  Jiot  only  bread- 
stuffs  to  feed,  and  articles  of  manufacture  to  supply  the  hundreds  of 
thousands  now  there,  but  also  a  population  rapidly  increasing  by  an 
immense  yearly  emigration  which  is  forming  a  mighty  empirenow  nearly 
in  its  infancy,  an  empire  rich  in  mineral  resources,  and  destined,  with 
its  wealth  of  precious  metals,  to  form  the  future  basis  of  our  financial 
system,  and  even  now,  to  a  great  extent,  is  furnishing  the  means  to  sus- 
tain the  credit  of  the  country.  In  view  of  these  facts  I  cannot  but  con- 
sider it  the  duty  of  Government  to  promptly  ado])t  such  measures  as  will 
effectually  protect  these  overland  routes  and  render  them  at  all  times 
safe  and  secure.  To  do  this  the  Indians  of  the  plains,  who  for  the  past 
eighteen  months  have  in  deadly  hostility  besetthese  routes,  and  who  per- 
sist in- their  hostility,  must  be  so  severely  chastised  as  to  make  them 
beg  for  peace,  repent  their  hostility,  and  in  future  deter  them  from 
a  repetition  of  the  outrages,  in  the  connnission  of  which  they  have 
for  so  long  been  engaged.  This  must  be  done  or  the  Indians  entirely 
removed  from  the  country.  In  no  other  way  can  the  end  sought  be 
accomplished.    The  cost  of  doing  this  would,  Iknow,  be  great,  butif  itis 
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necessary  and  unavoidable  Government  should  not  shrink  from  it, 
and  now  that  we  have  the  matter  in  hand,  whilst  it  would  cost  us  thou- 
sands to  complete  it  efi'ectually,  it  would,  if  deferred  to  the  future,  cost 
hundreds  of  thousands.  I  believe  that  with  the  force  we  had  at  our 
disposal,  if  we  had  been  allowed  to  retain  and  use  it,  have  held  it  in  the 
country  and  pushed  the  campaign  fall,  winter,  and  spring,  before 
another  season  every  hostile  tribe  would  have  been  effectually  and 
justly  punished,  and  made  to  feel  our  power  and  dread  our  anger  for- 
ever after.  All  supphes  and  emigration,  machinery,  «&c.,  for  the  min- 
ing regions  of  New  Mexico,  Arizona,  Colorado,  &c.,  have  had  to  be 
transported  by  mule  and  ox  trains,  and  since  the  Indian  troubles  not 
only  has  the  extra  cost  of  transportation  incident  to  the  dangers  of 
travel  imposed  upon  these  people  a  tax  of  millions,  but  has  seriously 
hindered  and  retarded  all  their  operations,  and  in  a  great  measure 
stopped  the  development  of  the  mines.  On  two  of  the  routes  (the 
Platte  and  Smoky  Hill)  railroads  are  being  pushed  forward  with  much 
energy,  and  in  another  season  each  will  be  nearly  100  miles  west  of 
the  Missouri  Eiver.  I  therefore  recommend  that  after  this  season  the 
supplies  for  the  troops  on  the  plains  be  delivered  to  contractors  at  the 
terminus  of  each  of  these  railroads,  and  that  the  contracts  for  transpor- 
tation be  made  accordingly.  Supplies  for  troops  on  the  nortliern  routes 
to  be  delivered  at  the  end  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  running  west 
from  Omaha,  and  those  for  the  southern  routes  at  end  of  eastern  division 
Union  Pacific  Railroad,  running  Avest  from  Kansas  Oity.  This  would 
be  a  great  saving  to  Government,  as  the  contract  cost  of  transportation 
overland  is  $2.26  per  100  pounds  for  100  miles. 

The  principal  tribes  of  Indians  that  we  have  to  deal  with  as  hostile 
are  the  Northern  Cheyennesand  Sioux,  occupying  the  country  north  of 
the  North  Platte;  the  Arapahocs,  occupying  the  country  between  the 
North  Platte  and  South  Platte  and  east  of  tlie  Rocky  Mountains;  the 
Southern  Cheyennes,  the  country  immediately  south  of  the  Arkansas 
River,  but  who  claim  the  country  between  the  Arkansas  and  South 
Platte;  and  the  Comanches,  Kiowas,  and  Apaches,  occupying  the  coun- 
try south  of  the  Arkansas  River  and  bordering  on  New  Mexico.  These 
Indians  complain  of  great  wrongs  inflicted  upon  them  by  their  agents. 
I  found  tribes  (for  instance,  the  Crows)  who  claim  not  to  have  received 
their  annuities  bnt  once  in  the  past  ten  years,  although  I  have  been 
informed  thej'  were  sent  yearly.  Those  who  have  got  their  annuities 
assert,  and,  it  appears  to  me,  with  good  evidence  of  truth,  that  they 
only  received  a  moiety  of  what  was  intended  for  them.  It  was  dishon- 
estly frittered  and  speculated  away  by  agents,  whose  duty  it  was  to 
look  after  their  rights  and  stand  like  a  wall  of  rock  between  them  and 
those  M'ho  woiild  wrong  them,  but  who  have  been  in  league  with  trad- 
ers who,  with  the  greed  of  cormorants,  have  fed  upon,  robbed,  and 
grown  rich  off  these  tribes.  The  great  difticulty  I  have  found  in  our 
Indian  matters  is  this,  that  while  all  departments  of  the  Government 
are  disposed  to  do  justice  to  the  Indian,  and  aiming  to  make  him 
friendly,  each  has  its  separate  and  distinct  aim,  and  while  the  military 
has  been  fighting  them  in  one  section  of  the  country  the  representatives 
of  other  departments  have  been  negotiating  for  or  making  i)eace  with 
the  same  Indians  in  other  sections  of  country.  They  would  fight  us  iu 
one  section  of  country,  then  go  to  another  section,  make  peace,  get 
food  and  supplies,  and  rej;urn  to  fight  us  again.  Under  these  divided 
and  antagonistic  efforts  and  interests  very  little  has  thus  far  beeu  done 
toward  securing  a  permanent  peace.  The  Indians  see  and  understand 
these  things  as  clearly  as  we  do.    They  have  watched  our  vacillatiiig 
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course,  first  for  -war,  then  for  peace,  and  vice  versa,  until  they  have 
lost  all  confidence  in  us  and  are  ceasing  to  respect  us.  They  have  said 
to  my  officers : 

War  for  the  past  eighteen  months  has  been  a  benefit  to  us.  We  have  never  been 
Ro  -well  led,  have  helped  ourselves  from  your  trains,  ridden  your  mules  and  horses, 
had  white  womeu  lor  vrives,  and  went  with  plenty  of  white  scalps  from  the  routes 
to  onr  villages,  and  make  peace  when  you  coine  to  fight  us. 

A  great  troiTble  has  been  that  we  have  allowed  them  to  break  treaties 
at  will.  In  fact,  we  have  made  treaties  with  them  which,  owing  to  the 
country  they  were  allowed  to  occupy,  &c.,  it  has  been  impracticable  for 
us  to  carry  out,  and  we  liav  e  thereby  given  them  an  excuse  or  oppor- 
tunity to  break  them,  make  war,  and  retaliate  for  real  or  assumed  inju- 
ries in  an  Indian's  only  way  and  manner.  To  as  far  as  possible  avoid 
the  conflict  of  action  to  which  I  have  referred,  and  to  fix  the  jurisdic- 
tion and  responsibility  of  these  Indian  matters  within  easy  control,  it 
seems  to  me,  and  I  so  recommend,  that  the  officers  assigned  to  command 
the  Indian  country  should,  under  direction  of  the  proper  branch  of  the 
Government,  have  full  and  entire  control  over  it,  so  far  as  police  regu- 
lations, treatment  of  Indians,  distribution  of  annuity,  supplies,  &c.,  are 
concerned.  Let  the  commanding  ofiicers  of  posts  situate  in  each  tribe's 
country  look  to  the  interest  of  such  tribe,  and  exercise  the  same  rule 
and  control  over  it  in  the  enforcementof  the  laws  and  orders  of  Govern- 
ment as  he  does  over  his  troops.  Let  the  goods  to  be  distributed  be 
sent  to  these  officers,  and  by  them  turned  over  in  bulk  and  not  in  broken 
packages  to  the  chiefs  of  each  band  or  tribe,  who  will  see  tliat  to  each 
of  his  people  is  given  their  just  and  proper  share.  This  simple  and 
direct  mode  of  dealing  would  secure  both  their  confidence  and  rights; 
it  would  cause  them  to  look  to  one  source,  one  person  (the  officer)  in 
all  matters  concerning  their  rights,  government,  &c.,  and  he  could  be 
one  whose  acts  and  conduct  would  be  under  the  direct  scrutiny  and 
control  of  his  superior  officer.  He  would  have  the  strength  and 
power  to  enforce  his  authority,  and  not  only  make  the  Indians  behave 
themselves,  but  also  make  the  whites — the  traders,  pioneers,  emi- 
grasits,  &c., — respect  the  laws,  orders,  regulations,  &;c.  Now,  an 
Indian  superintendent  or  agent  announces  his  regulations  govern- 
ing trade,  intercourse,  &c.,  with  the  Indians;  military  officers  issue 
their  orders  bearing  upon  the  same  matters,  clashing  with  the  for- 
mer. The  superintendent  or  agent  gives  license  to  trade,  &c.,  to  one 
person,  an  officer  to  another.  Responsibility  to  both  makes  responsi- 
bility to  neither,  hence  the  authority  to  neither  is  respected,  the  license 
is  abused,  the  regulations  and  orders  disregarded,  and  the  Indians 
are  wronged  and  robbed.  As  stated  in  a  former  part  of  this  report, 
great  eftorts  should  be  made  to  have  the  Indians  occupy  the  country 
north  and  south  of  the  two  great  outside  lines  of  travel,  the  Platte 
and  Arkansas,  and  thereby  keep  them  together, and  removed  from  too 
free  contact  with  the  wliites,  which,  as  shown  by  all  past  experience, 
invites  illicit  traffic,  begets  demoralization  and  leads  to  conflict.  I 
am  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  instead  of  dealing  with  these  Indian 
tribes  as  with  foreign  nations,  or  recognizing  them  as  treaty-making 
powers,  the  Government  should  regard  and  treat  them  as  subjects,  take 
care  of  and  protect  their  rights  and  interests,  make  laws  and  prescribe 
rules  for  their  government,  compel  obedience,  punish  offenses,  and,  in 
fact,  adopt  all  necessary  measures  for  their  government,  protection, 
support,  and  future  welfare  as  subjects  or  wards.  I  submit  these  views 
believing  it  my  duty  to  do  so,  and  I  am  convinced  that  if  adopted  m 
whole  or  in  part  the  most  beneficial  results  would  be  realized  there- 
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upon  in  our  future  dealings  with  tiie  Indians.  These  conclusions  are 
the  result  of  much  personal  experience  and  careful  study,  aad  they  also 
reflect  the  opinions  of  the  most  experienced  residents  of  the  plains — men 
who  have  lived  upon  the  frontier  and  had  dealings  with  these  Indians 
all  their  lives.  1  may  also  add,  as  an  important  and  apparently  singu- 
lar fact,  that  all  the  persons  I  met  during  my  tour  who  had  lived  with 
the  Indians  and  become  acquainted  with  their  traits,  habits,  »&c., 
were  decided  in  their  opinion  that  perfect  and  durable  peace  with  these 
Indians  could  not  be  expected  until  they  were  punished  for  the  out- 
rages they  have  committed,  and  made  to  feel,  respect,  and  fear  the 
power  of  the  Government.  Of  this,  as  i)reviously  stated,  I  also  am 
fully  convinced,  from  the  tone  of  the  telegram  from  Lieutenant-Geueral 
Grant  of  July  21),  communicated  to  me  by  Major-Geiieral  Poi^e  (copy  of 
which  is  hereto  appended,  marked  L),  and  from  dispatches  received  from 
Major-General  Pope,  heretofore  referred  to,  and  marked  B,  it  would 
appear  that  an  erroneous  impression  prevailed  at  Washington  as  to  the 
numberof  troops,  amount  of  supplies,  ex])cnses  being  incurred,  and  the 
condition  of  things  generally  on  the  plains.  I  therefore  esteem  it  my 
duty  to  report  fully  and  explicitly  upon  these  matters.  Ileturns received 
for  August  10  showed  an  aggregate  of  20,240  of  all  arms.  Of  thisnumber 
2,373  were  reported  absent  outside  of  this  department,  leaving  an  aggre- 
gate of  17,807  present  within  my  command.  The  number  reported  for 
duty  was  11,681.  This  was  the  largest  force  reported  at  any  time  on 
the  plains  in  my  command,  and  included  the  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry, 
554  strong,  at  that  time  en  route  to  be  mustered  out;  the  Fiftieth 
Wisconsin  Infantry,  about  G50  strong,  under  orders  to  Fort  liice,  Dak. 
Ter.,  to  report  to  General  Sully,  and  4,050  men  arriving  at  Fort  Leaven- 
worth, to  be  sent  on  the  plains,  but  were  mustered  out  before  reaching 
their  destination.  Much  of  tiiis  force,  as  before  stated,  were  mutinous 
and  inefQcient.  My  report  of  October  31  showed  an  aggregate  of  9,311 
present  and  absent  of  all  arms.  Of  this  number  2,331  were  reported 
absent  outside  of  this  department,  leaving  an  aggregate  of  0,980  present 
within  my  command. 

The  following  statement  will  show  the  organizations,  strength,  &c.,  of 
troops  sent  from  the  East  and  South  and  mustered  out  without  any 
benefit  of  account  having  been  derived  from  their  service: 


Organization. 


14th,  15tL,  and  32d  Illinois 
Infantry. 

3d    Massachusetts  Cavalry . 

14th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry . . 

12th  Tennessee  Cavalrj' 

11th  Indiana  Cavalry 

7th  Kansas  Cavalry 

5th  Michigan  Cavalry 

Total 


Strength 
as  mus- 
tered out. 


l,42:i 

411 
430 

520 
647 
501 
899 


4,  7-10 


Kemarks. 


Marched  from  Fort  Loavnuworth  to  -witliin  ten  miles  of 
I'ort  Kearny  and  ordered  back  for  muster  out  Aueust 
i:i,  1865.  " 

Rcaclic<l  Fort  Koamy  from  Fort  Leavenworth  August  18, 
and  ordered  hack  for  niuHter  out  .Auftiist  111. 

Was  ordered  mustered  out  at  Fort  I.eaveuworth  August 
— ,  without  use,  cxceiit  one  comiianv  used  as  escort  on 
tlie  plains. 

Used  on  Ihe  Itejmhlican  short  time ;  ordered  to  Fort  Leaven- 
worth lor  muHTcr  out  Sejitemljer. 

Marclied  to  Fort  Larued  and  was  ordered  back  for  muster 
out  August. 

Eeached  Fort  Kearny  fnmi  Fort  Leavenworth  August  20 
and  ordered  back  for  muster  out  August  25.  ' 

Mustered  out  at  Fort  Leavenworth  July  without  use. 


The  discrepancy  in  the  number  of  troops  reported  August  10  and 
October  1,  not  accounted  for  by  muster  out,  is  made  up  by  troops  relieved 
and  ordered  in  for  muster  out  and  dropped  from  returns  and  by  deser- 
tions and  deaths. 
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The  followiDg  statement  shows  the  organizations,  strength,  &c.,  of 
troops  mustered  out  since  August  10  from  the  force  serving  in  the 
Department  of  the  Missouri  and  west  of  the  Missouri  Eiver  prior  to 
last  spring : 


Organization. 

Strength. 

Komarks. 

9th  "Wisconsin  Battery 

iDtlcpeudeiit  Coloraao  Uat- 
Utv. 

70 
98 

554 

832 

770 
720 
522 

Mustered  out  September  30. 
Mustered  out  August  31. 

Ordered  to  Fort  Leavenworth  for  muster  out  August  1. 
Ordered  to  Fort  Leavenworth  for  muster  out  about  Sep- 
tember 25. 
Ordered  to  Fort  Leavenworth  for  muster  ont  September  1. 
Ordered  to  Fort  Leavenworth  for  muster  out  October. 
Ordered  to  Fort  Leavenworth  for  muster  out  September  23. 

3(1    Wisconsin  Cavalry 

Uth  Missouri  Cavalry 

2d   Colorado  Cavalry 

The  following  organizations  are  en  route  for  or  in  process  of  muster 
out,  under  orders  issued  about  October  1 :  Sixteenth  Kansas  Cavalry, 
Second  Missouri  Artillery  (mounted  as  cavalry),  First  Colorado  Cav- 
alry, Second  U.  B.  Infantry  Volunteers,  Third  U.  S.  Infantry  Volun- 
teers ;  aggregate,  say  3,000. 

The  following  troops  remain  in  this  command  :  Thirteenth  Missouri 
Cavalry,  Seventeenth  Illinois  Cavalry  (ordered  mustered  out),  First 
Michigan  Cavalry,  consolidated  from  First,  Sixth,  and  Seventh  Mich- 
igan Cavalry,  First  Battalion  Nevada  Cavalry,  battalion  Twenty-first 
!New  York  Cavalry,  battalion  Eleventh  Ohio  Cavalry,  battalion  First 
Nebraska  Cavalry,  Sixth  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry, 
Twelfth  Missouri  Cavalry,  Forty-eiglith  Wisconsin  Infantry,  Third  Bat- 
talion California  Veteran  Infantrv,  First  Battalion,  Thirteenth  U.  S. 
Infantry,  Sixth  U.  S.  Infantry  Volunteers,  Fifth  U.  S.  Infantry  Vol- 
unteers. 

These  organizations  aggregate  about  9,311  present  and  absent.  The 
number  absent  as  reported  is  about  2,321,  leaving  the  real  strength  of 
my  command  6,990.  As  those  absent  are  beyond  this  department,  and  as 
they  belong  princi  pally  to  regiments  sent  here  from  the  East,  few,  indeed, 
will  return,  and  it  is  safe  to  estimate  the  entire  number  as  lost.  I  will 
probably  be  able  by  January  1  to  relieve  with  regular  troops  en  route 
here  the  following  organizations :  Seventeenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  Twelfth 
]\lissouri  Cavalry,  and  Forty-eighth  Wisconsin  Infantry;  aggregate, 
about  2,000.  Statement  of  commissary  stores  on  the  plains  is  hereto 
appended,  marked  M,  as  will  appear  from  remarks  noted  on  this  state- 
ment and  from  copies  of  telegrams  hereto  appended,  marked  N.  I  cut 
down  the  supplies  as  far  as  I  considered  safe,  and  directed  the  stricte.st 
economy  in  all  things.  No  doubt  Government  took  the  amount  of  sup- 
])lies  requisitions  were  made  for  by  officers  on  the  plains  for  the  quanti- 
ties ordered  sent,  whereas  the  diflerence  was  very  great.  These  officers 
made  their  requisitions  large  from  the  fact  that  previous  to  the  present 
year  supplies  Avere  exhausted  late  in  the  winter  or  early  in  the  spring, 
and  while  the  Indian  troubles  continued  it  was  uncertain  what  number 
of  troops  there  wonld  be  to  supply;  hence  they  prudently^  estimated  for 
a  sufficient  amount  to  provide  for  all  contingencies.  Quarteruiaster  and 
commissary  stores  were  forwarded  in  about  like  proportion,  but  a 
deficiency  in  some  articles  of  the  former  now  exists.  The  estimates 
for  forage  for  the  plains  were  forwarded,  and  received  the  approval  of 
the  Quartermaster-General  before  being  contracted  for.  The  excess  of 
subsistence  stores  on  the  plains  arises  from  the  muster  out  of  troops 
after  they  had  been  forwarded.    I  am  of  the  opinion  that  these  stores 
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slioiTld  be  held  until  the  final  result  in  our  Indian  matters  is  reached, 
and  I  so  recommend.  Should  it  be  found  necessary  to  make  a  cam- 
paign next  season  it  could  be  commenced  some  months  earlier  by  hav- 
ing these  stores  on  hand  than  if  they  had  to  be  transported  in  the 
spring  for  that  jjurpose.  Tliese  stores  are  now  under  shelter,  and  all 
that  are  now  in  good  condition  can  be  kept  so;  those  that  are  not 
should  be  disposed  of  immediately.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  during 
the  continuance  of  our  Indian  troubles  it  would  be  well  to  keep  from 
three  to  six  months'  supplies  on  hand  on  the  plains  in  addition  to  the 
usual  year's  supply.  I  take  great  pleasure  in  calling  the  attention 
of  Cxovernment  to  the  valuable  services  of  Brig.  Gen.  L^.  E.  Connor, 
whose  promotion  I  heartily  and  earnestly  recommend.  This  I  do  after 
careful  observation  and  personal  inspection  of  his  past  labors  in  organ- 
izing his  district,  establishing  his  posts  and  depots,  and  the  successful 
management  of  his  exiiedition,  all  under  the  most  embarrassing  cir- 
cumstances and  overwhelming  difficulties.  He  has  successfully  pro- 
tected the  routes  under  his  charge,  and  has  kept  up  regular  mail  and 
telegraph  communication,  often  by  using  his  troops  to  carry  the  mail 
and  rebuild  the  telegraph  lines  when  interrupted  by  Indians  and  the 
stage  and  telegraph  companies  refused  to  do  so ;  in  fact  he  has  through- 
oiit  exhibited  an  energy,  capacity,  and  fidelity  to  duty  rarely  excelled.  I 
forward  herewith  maps  of  the  country  over  which  my  command  extends, 
showing  the  overland  routes,  posts,  &c.,  and  the  routes  taken  by  the 
different  expeditionary  columns  during  the  ])ast  season.*  I  have,  at  the 
risk  of  making  this  report  too  voluminous,  endeavored  fully  and  plainly 
to  embody  and  discuss  all  legitimate  subjects  of  interest^  believing  it 
my  duty  to  ])resent  these  matters  in  their  true  light. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

1  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  M.  DODGE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  Jos.  McC.  Bell, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  department  of  the  Missonri,  Saint  Lovis,  Mo. 

[Appendix  A.] 

Headquaeters  Department  op  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leavenivorth,  June  10,  18C5. 
Brig.  Gen.  P.  E.  Connor, 

Commanding  District  of  the  riains : 
General  :  I  have  been  here  three  weeks  pressing  forward  troops  to 
you.  One  thousand  go,  as  you  requested,  by  Loup  Fork.  Two  thou- 
sand march  direct  to  Julesburg,  followed  by  others,  and  they  are  all  well 
equipped.  I  sent  a  week  ago  some  COO  horses.  I  cannot  get  any  more 
ior  some  time,  as  I  have  to  remount  all  the  cavalry  that  comes  to  me. 
1  have  a])plied  for  two  regiments  of  infantry  and  no  doubt  they  will  Ijii 
furnished.  I  am  confident  sui)p]ies  are  going  ra))idly  forward.  In  the 
location  of  a  post  on  Powder  liiver  have  in  view  the  holding  in  check 
of  the  Indians,  the  possibility  of  obtaining  forage,  hay,  wood,  &c.,  and 
its  position  with  reference  to  a  route  of  travel  to  Montana,  either  from 
Fort  Laramie  or  some  point  east,  as  well  as  the  i-oads  coining  west 
from  Missouri  Kiver.  You  are  aware  that  such  a  road  is  being  sur- 
veyed up  the  Niobrara;  also  that  an  appropriation  exists  for  such  a 
road  from  Fort  Laramie  to  Virginia  City  up  Powder  River  and  Bio- 
Horn.    You  of  course  understand  that  we  settle  the  Indian  troubles 

"  Maps  not  found. 
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this  season,  and  at  such  time  as  you  consider  it  proper  and  for  the  inter- 
est of  the  Government  you  can  make  an  informal  treaty  for  cessation 
of  hostilities,  appointing:  some  place  for  meeting  of  Indian  chiefs  for 
having  a  full  understanding  with  them,  and  myself  or  such  persons  as 
the  Government  sees  fit  go  there.  You  must  be  the  .judge  when  it  is 
proper  to  do  this,  and  the  Indians  must  be.  given  to  fully  understand 
that  when  any  hostilities  cease,  any  act  of  robbery,  murder,  &c.,  by 
their  people  will  precipitate  our  whole  force  on  them.  It  is  my  opinion 
before  this  is  done  they  should  be  made  to  feel  the  full  power  of  the 
Government  and  severely  punished  for  past  acts.  You  are,  however, 
on  the  spot  and  are  the  judge  of  what  is  for  our  interest.  If  there  are 
any  really  friendly  tribes  you  can  do  all  in  your  power  to  keep  them  so, 
and  if  necessary  may  order  them  to  rendezvous  at  such  place  as  you 
deem  proper  and  sustain  them  as  you  deem  best.  All  traders  and 
unauthorissed  parties  should  be  kept  away  from  the  Indians  and  no  out- 
rages perpetrated  upon  them.  If  any  agreement  is  made  with  any  or 
all  of  them  see  that,  so  far  as  Ave  are  concerned,  it  is  fully  and  rigidly 
lived  up  to  on  our  part,  that  no  excuse  can  be  had  on  their  jiart  for 
breaking  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  M.  DODGE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Heabquaeters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  June  10, 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Mitchell, 

Commandimj  District  of  North  Kansas : 
General:  The  regiment  that  is  stationed  on  the  Eepublican,  pro- 
tecting Government  surveys,  will  be  instruc;ted  to  scout  that  country 
thoroughly  and  to  notify  the  commanding  ofiicef  at  Fort  Kearny  of 
the  movements  of  any  Indians  toward  Platte  River  route  and  the 
commanding  ofQcer  at  Fort  liiley  of  any  movements  toward  the  Arkan- 
sas route.  Any  opportunity  offering  to  eflectively  strike  any  of  the 
hostile  Indians,  be  sure  to  promptly  do  so.  Friendly  Indians  will  be 
encouraged  to  remain  so,  and  every  endeavor  made  to  protect  them. 
He  should  establish  his  post  at  the  most  feasible  point  in  that  country, 
and  notify  the  commanding  oificer  nearest  to  him  of  his  locotion, 
reporting  frequently  to  you  any  matters  of  importance  transpiring 
with  the  Indians. 

Very  respectfuUv,  j  our  obedient  servant, 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major- General. 


HEAnQUAKTERS   DEPARTMENT   OF  THE   MISSOURI, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  June  10, 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  V.  E.  Connor, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Plains  : 
General  :  That  you  may  fully  understand  what  movements  of  troops 
against  Indians  are  being  made  south  of  you,  1  give  you  the  informa- 
tion: There  will  leave  here  this  week  a  regiment  of  cavalry  to  go  out 
on  the  Republican,  about  due  south  of  Plum  Creek,  to  protect  the 
surveyors  finishing  up  Governmei  t  surveys  in  that  part  of  Kansas. 
They  will  scout  that  entire  country  thoroughly,  and  will  be  ordered  to 
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advise  Fort  Kearny  of  any  movements  of  Indians  toward  the  Platte. 
An  exploring  party  of  200  men  will  leave  in  two  days,  going  up  the 
Smoky  Hill  route  to  Denver,  following  that  stream  to  its  head,  scout- 
ing each  side  fully.  General  Ford  has  put  a  post  just  north  of  his 
district,  near  north  bend  of  Republican,  and  near  Fort  Riley  and  Fort 
Kearny  road,  in  vicinity  of  Chalk  Bluffs  and  tlie  Salt  Marshes.  He 
■will  also  move  in  three  columns  south  of  the  Arkansas  against  the 
Comanches,  Kiowas,  and  other  bands  in  that  direction. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'       ^  ■^'  ^  G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  June  14,  1865. 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  Ford, 

Commanding  District  of  Upper  Arkansas: 
General:  I  inclose  a  communication  from  General  Carleton.  I 
telegraphed  you  as  to  what  Colonel  Leavenworth  has  done,  but  received 
no  answer.  Unless  you  have  assurance  that  you  will  hear  from  these 
tribes  in  a  few  days  you  will  move  against  them,  whip  them,  and  close 
the  war,  so  far  as  they  are  concerned.  You  are  authorized  after  this  is 
done  to  make  an  informal  treaty  for  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  and 
appoint  a  place  for  me,  or  such  person  as  the  Government  may  designate, 
to  meet  them.  The  columns  should  be  500  strong,  and  the  movement 
a  final  one.  The  columns  should  be  in  communication  with  each  other  as 
often  as  possible.  Move  in  such  manner  that  no  large  body  of  Indians 
can  get  behind  you.  Report  by  telegraph  what  action  you  may  take. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-General. 

[Appendix  B.] 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  July  31,  1865. 
Major-General  Dobge: 

Following  dispatch  just  sent  me : 

The  Quartermaster  and  Commissary  Generals  report  requisitions  of  siich  magni- 
tude coming  from  Leavenworth  as  to  alarm  them.  Look  into  them,  and  stop  all 
unnecessary  expenditures,  and  reduce  necessary  orders  to  actual  requirements. 
Returns  show  a  cavalry  force  in  the  Department  of  the  Missouri  which  it  would 
seem  might  be  materially  reduced.    Look  into  this  matter  also. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-General. 

No  requisitions  for  stores  required  in  this  department  must  be  sent 
to  Washington  without  coming  through  these  headquarters.  I  cannot 
too  strongly  impress  upon  you  the  necessity  of  reducing  both  troops 
and  supplies  in  your  command.  You  don't  understand  the  pressure 
from  Washington  on  this  subject.  I  rely  upon  you  to  reduce  every- 
thing at  once  to  the  lowest  possible  necessity,  and  of  relieving  for 
muster  out  every  man  you  can.  Don't  permit  any  requisitions  for  sup- 
plies to  be  made  except  through  this  office.  Telegraph  me  at. once 
what  effective  force  you  have  in  your  command,  both  cavalry  and 
infantry,  mounted  and  dismounted.  I  don't  want  exact  returns,  but 
want  to  know  as  near  as  you  can. 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major- General. 
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Fort  Leavenworth,  July  31, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.: 

All  returns  of  troops  in  this  command  are  in  Saint  Louis;  none  here. 
I  telegraphed  Captain  Bell  to  send  me  copy  outside  of  Utah.  I  am 
sending  supplies  on  iilains  for  northern  route  for  12,000  men  for  one 
year  from  1st  of  May;  on  southern  route  six  months  for  7,000  men.  I 
do  not  see  how  I  can  reduce  the  force  on  the  plains  before  fall.  Several 
regiments  go  out  of  service  then.  With  the  Indians  all  hostile,  over 
3,500  miles  of  overland  route  and  every  stage  and  train  to  be  guarded, 
it  takes  a  large  force.  We  are  putting  supplies  into  Utah  for  4,500 
men.  General  Connor  calls  for  supplies  for  5,000  men,  but  I  have 
reduced  it  to  4,000,  and  I  understand  this  meets  the  approval  of  Govern- 
ment. When  I  spoke  to  you  about  it  you  approved  it.  We  have  got  to 
put  more  troops  in  Utah  this  winter  or  we  will  have  trouble.  Last 
spring  I  could  do  nothing  for  want  of  supplies  on  the  plains,  and  I  think 
we  should  nowprovide  sufficient  for  every  contingency.  If  so  directedl 
can  reduce  the  supplies  in  Utah  to  2,500  men.  These  men,  you  are 
aware,  have  to  come  from  the  12,000  I  put  supplies  east  of  the  moun- 
tains for.  I  have  concluded  upon  settling  the  matter  on  the  southern 
route  and  withdrawing  most  of  the  troops,  and  therefore  have  only  pro- 
vided supplies  for  six  months  for  them  from  May  1.  No  reciuisitions  go 
to  Washington  that  I  know  of.  The  depot  quartermaster  and  commis- 
sary send  their  requisitions  to  Colonels  Haines  and  Myers.  The  stores 
for  northern  route  have  mostly  gone  forward.  I  cut  down  many  of  these 
requisitions  one-third,  and  have  telegraphed  about  it.  But  when  offi- 
cers on  the  plains  send  in  requisitions  the  officers  here  fill  them.  Com- 
missary supplies,  except  for  Utah,  have  gone  forward  for  northern  route. 
If  you  say  I  shall  reduce  Utah  to  supplies  for  2,500  men,  telegraph  me, 
as  the  stores  have  not  yet  left. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-Qeneral. 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  August  1, 1865. 
Major-General  Dodge: 

Supplies  for  2,500  men  in  Utah  will  be  sufficient. 

^^  '  JNO.  POPE, 

Major-General. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  August  2,  1865. 
Major-General  Dodge: 

Have  written  to  you  fully  to-day  my  views  and  wishes.  Soon  as 
expedition  returns  military  arrangements  must  be  reduced  to  simple 
protection  of  overland  routes.  I  have  fixed  upon  4,500  infantry  and 
2,500  cavalry  as  the  force  necessary  in  your  command  for  that  pur- 
pose. All  other  troops  are  to  be  mustered  out  as  soon  as  expeditions 
now  in  progress  are  over,  however  they  may  end.  Eegulate  sending 
out  supplies  on  this  basis.  I  have  sent  you  very  full  instructions  on 
the  subject.  What  is  wanted  of  military  posts  at  Lawrence,  Olathe, 
and  elsewhere  in  Kansas?  Dispense  with  them  if  possible,  reducing 
everytking  to  the  lowest  standard  possible,  popr 

Major-  General, 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  August  7,  1865. 
Major-General  Dodge  : 

It  is  not  the  purpose  to  interfere  witli  your  expeditions  until  they  are 
over;  but  tbere  is  also  a  determination  not  to  keep  on  the  plains  or 
elsewhere  in  your  command  this  winter  a  larger  force  than  is  desig- 
nated in  my  instructions  of  August  1.  Please  bear  this  in  mind  and 
hurry  on  your  expeditions  so  that  they  will  finish  this  season.  I  have 
sent  copy  of  your  letter  of  2d  instant  to  General  Grant,  but  have  no 
idea  that  will  change  the  purpose  of  the  (Government  to  reduce  troops 
and  supphes  on  the  plains.  I  hear  from  several  sources  unpleasant 
news  about  General  Connor's  doings.  Look  into  this  matter  carefully. 
I  am  loath  to  believe  anything  to  his  discredit. 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major-Generul. 


Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  August  7,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.: 

General  Connor  sent  following  in  answer  to  your  dispatch  about 
troops,  supplies,  &c. : 

TIoiiSF;  Shoe,  July  31,  1SG5. 
I  fear  they  do  not  understaud  in  Washington  wliat  the  necessities  of  the  service 
are  here.  I  require  a  fjreat  many  more  supplies  than  I  have  troops,  as  the  nature  of 
the  service  keeps  troops  moving  from  posts  far  distant  from  each  other,  and  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  move  stores  in  the  winter.  Unless  1  can  end  this  war  this  full  the  present 
force  will  have  to  be  kept  up  or  the  white  jieople  leave  the  country. 

P.  E.  CONNOR, 
Brigadinr-dcneral. 

There  has  been  a  terrible  rise  in  the  Platte  within  a  day  or  two; 
bridges  gone,  &c.  Has  General  Sanborn  been  stopped?  He  expected 
to  come  to  some  understanding;' with  the  chiefs  in  to  morrow's  meeting, 
and  was  to  have  his  troops  there  that  they  might  see  and  appreciate  his 
power. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major- General. 


Gamp  MiTfmET.L,  August  28,  1865. 
Myj.  Gen.  John  Pope,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. . 

Under  your  instructions  of  August  1, 1  have  ordered  to  Fort  Leaveu- 
w^orth  from  this  line  four  regiments  of  cavalry,  one  regiment  of  infantry 
(Second  U.  S.  Volunteers),  and  there  are  two  more  to  go  as  soon  as  I 
can  relieve  them.  I  cannot  tell  until  I  reacli  Port  Laramie  whether  this 
brings  the  force  within  your  letter  of  August  1  or  not.  Most  of  these 
regiments  are  on  raarcli  in.  Second  IJ.  S.  Volunteers  marches  ou 
arrival  of  Fifth  U.  S.  Volunteers,  now  en  route  from  I'^ort  Eiley. 

(r.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-General. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri 

Saint  Louis',  August  11,  1865. 
Major-General  Dodge  : 

The  Government  is  so  anxious  about  reducing  expenses  that  we  must 
break  up  every  post  in  Southern  Kansas  not  absolutely  necessary.    I 
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cannot  consider  the  posts  iu  Southern  Kansas  among  those  absolutely 
needed.  You  do  not  seein  to  me  to  appreciate  the  necessity  lor  break- 
ing up  posts  and  mustering  out  troops.  1  cannot  apply  for  more  horses 
or  anything  else.  If  you  cannot  accomplish  results  with  what  you  have 
they  must  be  left  undone.  No  orders  countermanding  the  mustering 
out  of  Stolbrand's  brigade  have  been  received,  so  it  must  be  mustered 
out.  You  have  not  answered  about  Fort  Scott.  I  want  you  to  furnish 
Sully  with  one  regiment  of  infantry,  at  least  GOO  strong,  iu  time  to  be 
out  at  Rice  by  October  1.  It  matters  not  how  or  from  what.  I  have 
apidied  for  regulars  for  the  plains,  liush  everything  so  as  to  get 
through  by  middle  of  October. 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major- General. 

Council  Bluffs,  August  11,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope, 

Saint  Louis: 
I  ordered  all  posts  in  Kansas  broken  up  before  I  left  and  stores 
removed,  except  one  or  two  ou  southern  border  of  Kansas  to  watch 
Indians,  border,  and  carry  out  orders  in  relation  to  cattle  stealuig,  and 
left  on  that  border  the  Seventeenth  Illinois  Cavalry.  We  will  have  to 
keep  one  post  there  until  matters  are  settled.  Part  of  the  Sixth  West 
Virginia  Cavalry  aie  out  at  Fort  Leavenworth  waiting  for  horses.  Can- 
not you  send  some  fiom  Saint  Louis?  If  we  do  not  get  them  off  soon 
we  will  lose  them  all  by  desertion.  The  number  of  troops  deserting  on 
plains  very  large  and  dissatisfaction  great.  I  wish  some  steps  could  be 
taken  to  catch  some  of  them  in  Saint  Louis.  The  troops  that  remaiu 
should  be  regulars.  You  did  not  answer  my  dispatch  about  Stolbrand's 
brigade  and  the  infantry  regiment  to  relieve  Sully's  command.  An  infan- 
try regiment,  if  started  soon,  can  get  to  Fort  Kandall  ou  boats.  I  don't 
suppose  cavalry  can  be  wintered  up  there  on  account  of  lack  of  forage. 
I  was  informed  to  day  that  the  Fourth  U.  S.  Volunteers  had  gone  up 
into  that  country.  I  know  very  little  about  Missouri  liiver  posts,  hav- 
ing got  no  reports  from  them.  I  leave  here  to-morrow  for  Fort  Kearny. 
Dispatches  sent  to  Omaha  will  be  forwarded  to  me. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-General. 

Omaha,  August  12,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope, 

Saint  Louis: 
I  am  astonished  at  what  you  state.  You  must  be  aware  that  there 
was  no  truth  in  it,  as  you  had  full  statement  of  everytliing  that  had 
been  done  or  that  was  contemplated.  General  Meigs  mnst  have  been 
aware  that  I  gave  orders  at  Fort  Leavenwortli  cutting  down  requisi- 
tions largely,  and  in  some  cases  entirely.  These  orders  I  made  direct 
on  depot  commissary  of  subsisteu(;e  aud  quartermastei',  and  ordered 
that  no  more  supplies  be  sent  to  the  plains  except  by  my  order.  The 
reduction  of  troops  to  5,()()0  men  on  the  plains  this  fall  came  after  sup- 
plies had  been  forwarded  iu  accordance  with  the  plans  presented  to  you 
aud  by  you  to  General  Grant,  which  he  instructed  you  to  carry  ont. 
I  supposed  that  we  should  have  to  keep  about  10,000  men,  iind  would 
make  arrangements  acc(U(lingiy.    The  number  of  troops  on  tlie  plains 
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thus  contemplated  is  not  so  large  now  on  account  of  discharges  and 
desertions.  I  have  written  you  fully  from  here,  and  I  desire  to  hear  from 
my  letter  at  Kearny.  I  trust  you  will  inform  Government  of  the  true 
state  of  affairs,  as  with  any  such  ideas  as  those  they  will  look  upon 
all  I  can  do  with  prejudice.  You  can  rest  assured  of  one  thing,  that 
1  shall  certainly  carry  out  your  orders  in  letter  and  in  spirit,  as  I  have 
always  done.    I  will  be  in  Kearny  Tuesday. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-General. 


Fort  Keakny,  Nkbr.  Tek.,  August  J5,  18G5. 

Capl.  George  F.  Price, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Qeneral,  Fort  Laramie: 
(For  General  Connor.) 
General:  As  I  stated^  General  Pope  has  sent  me  i)ositive  orders  to 
reduce  the  troops  on  the  plains,  as  soon  as  your  expedition  is  over,  to 
4,000  men,  placing  them  at  the  prominent  posts  on  overland  route. 
This,  he  says,  is  to  be  done  regardless  of  the  success  or  failure  of  your 
Indian  expedition.  The  War  Department  ordered  the  brigade  of  infan- 
try en  route  to  be  sent  back  from  Kearny  and  mustered  out.  I  have 
ordered  the  Fifth  United  States,  about  800  strong,  from  Fort  Riley  to 
you.  This,  with  the  Sixth  United  States  and  what  California  infantry 
you  have,  is  all  the  infantry  we  will  have  this  winter  to  carry  out  these 
orders.  I  see  no  way  of  sending  more  infantry  to  Utah,  and  have 
stopped  movement  of  troops  there.  If  we  should  get  any  more  allowed 
us  we  will  have  to  send  cavalry  through  late  in  the  fall.  Powder  River 
I  consider  of  great  importance,  and  you  better  take  the  infantry 
you  want  for  that  post  out  of  the  Sixth  U.  S.  Volunteers.  That  ]ior- 
tiou  of  the  Fifth  U.  S.  Volunteers  with  Colonel  Sawyer's  wagon  party 
is  ordered  to  report  to  you  when  he  discharges  them.  They  must  be 
up  in  that  country  some  place.  You  will  be  the  best  judge  of  how 
much  you  can  take  then,  and  supply  other  posts.  I  have  represented 
to  the  Government  in  what  condition  it  will  place  the  plains  to  reduce 
the  force  so  much  if  we  get  no  peace.  But  our  orders  are  i>ositive,  and 
we  must  now  lay  our  plans  for  that  force  on  the  jjlains  this  winter. 
If  you  succeed  with  your  expedition  it  will  be  all  right.  Government 
has  assured  me  that  they  would  not  decrease  the  force  now  on  the 
plains  until  expeditions  were  over,  but  expect  we  can  begin  to  do  it  by 
middle  of  October.    *    *    * 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Missouri, 

iiaint  Louixj  Mo.,  August  38,  1865. 
Major-General  Dodge: 

In  designating  the  force  to  be  retained  in  each  district  it  is  under- 
stood that  infantry  regiments  are  full  to  800  men  and  cavalry  regiments 
to  1,200  men.  It  is  rather  the  number  of  men  than  number  of  regi- 
ments I  want  kept.  Where  regiments  are  not  full,  retain  battalions  or 
companies  of  other  regiments  to  make  up  the  number  of  men.  The 
other  companies  or  battalions  must  be  at  once  mustered  out. 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major-General. 
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Ti,  .   „        _  ^  ITgbt  Laramie,  August  20,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope,  ' 

Saint  Louin,  Mo.  : 
Your  dis])atcli  about  troops,  commanders,  &c.,  received.  Bv  vour 
last  dispatch  yon  assign  to  General  Connor's  old  district  3,200  infantry 
and  3,000  cavalry.  On  the  1st  of  November  there  will  be  only  1,500 
lulantry  in  the  command.  This  includes  Fiftli  TJ.  S.  Volunteers  ou 
march  froui  Fort  Eiley.  Do  yon  want  me  to  make  up  the  number  from 
cavalry?  I  have  already  ordered  in,  in  accordance  with  your  instruc- 
tions of  August  1  (includiu.n-  those  whose  term  of  service  expires 
between  now  and  November  1)  enough  to  reduce  the  force  in  Nebraska, 
Colorado,  and  Utah  to  tlic  number  you  designate  in  to-day's  dispatch, 
and  in  that  force  to  be  retained  I  do  not  count  troops  with  Generai 
Connor.  In  Utah  we  have  only  400  men.  There  are  four  companies  with 
General  Connor  that  will  make  it  COO  when  they  return.  To  make  up 
the  balance  I  shall  have  to  send  cavalry.  In  counting  the  troops  1  take 
every  man  belonging  to  the  regiments  that  are  present  in  my  command. 
Those  left  in  New  York,  Washington,  and  East  I  don't  suppose  we 
will  ever  see.  I  learn  from  regimental  commanders  that  they  have 
unofficially  learned  that  most  of  them  have  been  mustered  out.  Please 
answer  about  infantry.  The  regiments  that  we  will  have  are  tne  Fifth 
and  Sixth  U.  S.  Volunteers  and  280  men  of  Veteran  Battalion  Third 
California  Infantry. 

G.  M.  DODGE 


Major-  General, 

Saint  Loui.s,  Mo.,  Heptemhvr  2,  1865. 
Major-General  Dodge  : 

I  have  rearranged  districts  west  of  Leavenwortli.  Elliott  in  command 
of  Kansas,  Upton  of  Colorado,  Wheaton  of  Nebraska,  including  tbat 
portion  of  Dakota  west  of  Nebraska,  liead(]uarter,s  at  Fort  Laramie, 
and  Connor  of  Utah.  As  soon  as  Connor  returns  from  his  expedition 
send  him  to  Utah.  Whole  force  in  Utah,  one  infantry  and  one  cavalry 
regiment.  No  more  force  than  this  must  be  sent  to  Utah  under  any 
circumstances.  To  Wheatim  1  have  designated  two  regiments  of 
infantry  and  one  of  cavalry;  to  Upton  one  regiment  of  infantry  and 
five  companies  of  cavalry;  to  Elliott  one  regiment  of  infantry  and 
seven  companies  of  cavalry.  These  forces  are  to  be  selected  by  tlie 
district  commander  from  the  troops  in  his  district  or  those  witli  Connor 
and  Sanborn;  every  other  man  to  be  sent  ba<k  to  Leavenworth  for 
muster  out  immediately.  These  officers  are  ordered  to  go  to  their  dis- 
tricts and  report  by  letter  to  you  for  duty.  Eacli  of  tliem  is  furiiislied 
with  detailed  letter  of  instructions  from  me  designating  posts  to  be 
occupied  in  each  district,  and  its  garrison.  I  send  copies  of  these 
instructions  to  your  headquarters  at  Leavenworth,  and  have  ordered 
each  district  commander  who  may  see  you  on  his  way  out  to  show  his 
copy  to  you.  Should  enforce  these  instructions  without  delay.  The 
pressure  upon  me  about  expenses  on  the  plains  is  tremendous.  Whether 
reasonable  or  not,  the  demands  of  the  Government  must  be  complied 
with.  See  that  corn  for  the  winter  is  safely  stored  for  two  companies 
of  cavalry  at  Kearny,  Julesburg,  Cottonwood,  Laramie,  and  Platte 
Bridge.  There  will  be  two  companies  of  cavalry,  and  no  more,  at  each 
of  these  posts,  and  corn  must  be  saved  in  store  for  them  from  supplies 
now  on  the  plains.  I  send  Connor's  iustructious  to  Laramie,  to  be  for- 
warded to  him  in  Utah  in  case  he  has  left.  He  must  positively  not 
interfere  again  in  contracts  or  disbursements  with  the  proi)er  staff 
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oflBcers  unless  they  violate  law.  Whatever  tlic  result  of  Connor's 
expedition,  come  down  at  once  and  energetically  to  the  standard  here 
laid  down,  and  hnrry  back  all  other  troops  to  Leavenwortli  for  muster 
out.  1  have  ordered  all  Sanborn's  force,  except  500  men,  to  go  back  to 
Leavenworth  at  once  for  discharge.  Commissioners  will  meet  ludians 
on  Arkansas  at  time  specified. 

JNO.  rOPE, 
Major- Oeneral. 

[Appendix  C] 

Headquakteks  Department  ov  i'he  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  August  11,  1865. 
Major-General  Dodge  : 

I  have  just  received  copies  of  instructions  from  General  Connor 
to  the  commanders  of  his  expedition,  in  which  I  find  the  following 
words:  "You  will  not  receive  overtures  of  peace  or  submission  fro)n 
Indians,  but  will  attack  and  kill  every  male  Indian  over  twelve  years  of 
age."  These  instructions  are  atrocious,  and  are  in  direct  violation  of 
my  repeated  orders.  You  will  please  take  immediate  steps  to  counter- 
mand such  orders.  If  any  such  orders  as  General  Connor's  are  carried 
out  it  will  be  disgraceful  to  the  Government,  and  will  cost  him  his 
commission,  if  not  worse.     Have  it  rectified  without  delay. 

JNO.  POPE, 
j\Iajor-GeneriiI. 


Council  Bluffs,  August  11,  1865. 
Capt.  George  F.  Price, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fort  Laramie: 
Send  forward  the  following  dispatches  to  General  Connor,  and  be 
governed  by  them: 

Brig.  Gen.  P.  E.  Connor,  In  the  Field: 
Be  governed  by  the  following  clispatchos :  * 

"Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

"-Sain*  Lonis,  August  11,  1865. 
"Major-General  Dodge: 

"General  Connor  is  ignoring  the  qnartermaster and  commissaries,  and  violating  law 
and  regulations  in  making  contracts  himself  and  forcing  officers  to  pay  public  money 
oa  them.  Stop  all  this  business  at  once,  and  order  all  officers  to  conform  to  law  and 
regulations. 

"JNO.  POPE, 
''  Major-General." 
General  Connor  will  carry  out  the  instructions  of  General  Pope  and 
my  orders  heretofore  sent  him.     Acknowledge  receipt  of  this. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-General, 

Fort  Laramie,  August  29,  1865. 
Major-General  Pope,  Saiiit  Louis,  Mo. : 
Following  received  from  General  Connor: 

Headquarters  Powder  River  Expkdiiton, 

„  .    ^,        ^    ■..   ,.  ^^"^  ^'"'^  Connor,  Angml  20,  1365. 

Mil).  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge: 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  two  telegrams  of  11th  instant  from 
Maj.  Gen.. lohn  Pope  in  reference  to  instructions  to  coluriiu  commanders  and  con- 

"See  also  next,  ante. 
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tracts  in  Utah.     The  general's  and  your  own  instriiotious  will  be  implicitly  obeyed. 
I  hope  on  my  return  to  give  such  explanations  as  will  be  deemed  satisfactory 

P.  E.  CONNOR, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  General. 

[Appendix  B.] 

FoET  Laeaiviie,  July  27,  1865. 
Maj.  J.  W.  Barnes, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 
One  thousand  Indians  attacked  Platte  Station  on  Tuesday;  been 
fighting  two  days.  Lieutenant  Collins,  Eleventh  Ohio  Cavalry,  and 
25  men,  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  killed;  9  wounded.  Bodies  scalped 
and  horribly  mutilated.  Note  picked  up  on  the  field  to-day,  evidently 
written  by  a  prisoner,  who  stated  that  he  was  captured  on  the  Platte; 
states  that  the  Indians  say  that  they  do  not  want  peace  and  expect  an 
increase  of  1,000  more  to  their  force.  They  are  now  three  miles  west 
destroying  telegraph  line.  The  left  column  is  now  en  route  there;  the 
balance  will  leave  in  two  days.  I  start  for  Platte  Bridge  myself  Satur- 
day. I  respectfully  ask  that  something  be  done  to  hurry  contractors. 
Ammunition  transferred  to  contractors  months  since,  and  of  which  I 
am  short,  has  not  arrived.  I  start  on  my  expedition  with  scant  supply 
of  stores  and  many  barefooted  horses. 

P.  E.  CONNOE, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Fort  Laramie,  August  7, 1865. 

Maj.  J.  "W.  Barnes, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fort  Leavenworth: 

Two  hundred  Cheyenne  Indians  attacked  station  near  Big  Laramie 
on  1st  instant,  killing  4  men  and  1  woman,  and  taking  as  prisoners  1 
woman,  aged  fifteen  years,  and  1  girl  baby,  aged  two  years — a  fate 
worse  than  death.  Also  made  a  break  on  Little  Laramie,  stealing  13 
Government  horses  and  losing  4  killed.  All  available  cavalry  in 
that  section  in  pursuit.  Indians  supposed  to  be  portion  of  same  band 
that  made  fight  at  Platte  Bridge  few  days  ago.  Michigan  horses  jaded 
so  as  to  be  worthless  for  pursuit.  Have  now  one  non-commissioned 
oflScer  and  thirteen  men  at  each  station  from  Collins  to  Sulphur  Springs, 
a  distance  of  275  miles.  Stage  company  refuses  to  put  stock  on 
road,  and  the  mails  are  still  carried,  tri- weekly,  by  Government  teams. 
Under  no  circumstances  while  any  troops  are  left  on  road  will  mail  be 
permitted  to  stop.  It  is  a  shame,  wlien  emigrants  and  freighters  travel 
the  road  daily  without  escorts,  that  the  stage  company,  when  ailorded 
all  the  protection  necessary,  is  afraid  to  run  their  stock.  No  difficulty 
exists  now  to  prevent  a  daily  mail  if  stage  coniijaiiy  would  do  its  share 
of  the  work.  Commanding  officer  Sonth  Sub-District  has  just  returned 
from  the  road  and  so  reports.  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry  is  relieved  and 
on  road  to  Kearny. 

GEO.  F.  PEICE, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutnnt-General. 

(In  absence  of  General  Connor.) 
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FoK'J'  Laeamie,  August  8,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge: 

Particulars  of  "Platte  Bridge  fight  sent  to  you  at  Leaven-wortli  ou  27tb 
of  July.  Additioual  information  from  our  scouts  sliow  their  loss  much 
greater  than  at  first  supposed.  The  Indians  threw  away  all  the  scalps 
they  had  taken  from  our  men,  a  sure  sign  that  they  had  lost  more  than 
they  had  killed.  Main  body  of  them  went  north.  Think  200  of  them 
went  on  mail  road  near  Big  Laramie.  Telegraphed  you  full  particulars 
on  yesterday.  Four  dispatches  to  General  Connor  concerning  Genei'al 
Sully's  conference  will  be  forwarded  to  him  by  express  immediately  for 
his  information.  Couldn't  something  be  done  to  hurry  up  the  troops  ou 
the  road  ■? 

GEO.  r.  PRICE, 
Captain  and  Acthuj  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(In  absence  of  general  commanding.) 


IlEABQITARTERS, 
Powder  River,  August  19,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge: 

A  detachment  of  my  Pawnee  scouts  on  the  16th  instant  discovered 
and  pursued  a  party  of  twenty-four  Cheyennes  returning  from  the  mail 
road  with  scalps  and  plunder.  They  overtook  them  about  sixty  miles 
northeast  of  here  on  Powder  River,  and  after  a  short  engagement  killed 
the  whole  party.  Loss  on  our  side,  4  horses  killed.  We  captured  29 
animals,  among  which  are  4  Government  mules,  G  Government  and  1 
Overland  Stage  Line  horses,  besides  2  Government  saddles  and  a 
quantity  of  white  women's  and  children's  clothing  and  2  of  the  infanti  y 
coats  issued  by  Colonel  Moonlight  last  spring  to  the  Indians  who  sub- 
sequently killed  Cai)tain  Fonts  and  4  soldiers  of  Seventh  Iowa. 

P.  E.  CONNOR, 
Brigadier -General. 


Powder  River,  August  21,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge: 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  families  of  all  the  hostile  Indians  are 
north  of  here,  and  that  those  Indians  who  were  lately  operating  on  the 
mail  and  telegraph  lines  are  joining.  There  is  a  trail  six  miles  west  of 
here  over  which  they  pass,  and  not  being  aware  of  our  presence,  we 
sometimes  get  one.  Yesterday  my  scouts  killed  one  of  the  principal 
chiefs  of  the  Cheyennes,  and  to-day  Captain  Marshall,  Eleventh  Ohio, 
killed  two  Indians.  Twenty  horses  and  mules  were  captured,  most  of 
which  arc  Government  animals,  together  with  several  packs  of  plunder, 
apparently  lately  comeinto  their  possession ;  also  letters  and  otherpapers 
addressed  to  men  of  the  Seventh  Michigan,  which  show  that  the 
Indians  are  directly  from  the  road.  Loss  on  our  side,  two  horses  killed. 
I  am  glad  they  are  going  north.  I  do  not  apprehend  that  they  will  go 
south  while  the  expedition  lasts. 

P.  E.  CONNOR, 
Brigadier-  General. 
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[Appendix  £.] 

Saint  Louis,  June  8,  1865. 
Major-General  Dodge: 

Your  letter  of  (itli  concerning  Ford's  expedition  and  General  McCook's 
snspension  of  it  received.  I  telegraphed  you  the  otber  day  that  you 
must  do  what  yon  thought  best,  and  tlia't  General  McCook  had  no 
authority  to  give  any  orders  on  the  subject.  Did  you  not  receive  my 
dispatch?  I  send  you  to-day  a  letter  from  General  McCook  giving  his 
reasons  for  Iiis  action  and  against  the  campaign  of  Ford's.  As  I  said 
before,  you  must  yourself  judge  and.  act  on  the  matter. 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major-General. 


^  Saint  Louis,  June  3,  1865. 

Major-General  Dodge, 

I^ort  Leavenworth: 
You  must  do  as  you  think  best  about  Ford.     General  McCook  had 
no  .authority  from  me  to  interfere  in  any  manner  with  your  troops. 

JNO.  POPE, 


Major-  General. 


[Appendix  P.] 


Headquarters  Depaetment  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  July  1, 1865, 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  15.  Sanborn, 

Saint  Tjouis,  Mo.  : 
General:  It  is  the  desire  of  the  Government  to  settle  the  Indian 
difficulties  this  season.  Yon  will  therefore  push  your  troops  into  their 
country  and  light  them  wherever  and  whenever  they  can  be  found. 
You  will  allow  no  outrages  of  any  kind  to  be  committed  on  our  part. 
We  must  fight  them  honorably,  capture  their  villages  and  property, 
and  at  the  first  opportunity  make  an  informal  treaty  with  them  for  a  ces- 
sation of  hostilities,  appointing  a  place  where  I  or  some  one  else  desig- 
nated by  the  Government  can  meet  and  confer  with  them.  My  idea  is 
that  these  Indians  must  be  punished  and  n)ade  to  ask  for  peace,  and  that 
treaties  made  must  not  be  on  the  grounds  of  paying  them  for  keeping  the 
peace,  but  with  the  understanding  that  it  is  for  their  safety  and  tlieir 
only  means  of  preservation.  Keep  your  troops  on  the  move,  and  so  long 
as  these  Indians  insist  upon  hostilities  give  them  no  rest;  but  the 
moment  you  consider  ])eacecau  be  made  make  an  efibrtto  get  the  chiefs 
together  for  that  ])urpose;  and  when  hostilities  do  cease  see  that  we, 
on  our  part,  live  faithfully  up  to  the  conditions  to  which  we  agree. 
Colonel  Leavenworth,  Indian  agent  for  the  Comanches,  is  now  trying 
to  get  an  interview  with  them,  and  you  will  learn  what  success  he  has 
had  by  the  time  you  reach  your  district.  Brevet  Brigadier-Cieneral 
Ford  will  turn  over  to  you  my  former  instructions  and  orders  in  rela- 
tion to  trains,  &c.;  also  instructions  for  putting  uj)  hay.  You  will 
carry  out  the  arrangements  made  with  General  Carleton  in  regard 
to  escorts,  &c.  Instruct  your  chiefs  of  staff  departments  to  keep  a  full 
and  proper  amount  of  supplies.  This  must  not  be  neglected.  You 
will  probably  have  about  7,000  troops  to  supply.  Keep  me  informed 
by  telegraph  or  otherwise  of  all  matters  of  im])ortance  in  your  district. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  General, 
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Fort  Leavenworth,  July  27, 1865. 

Major- General  Sanborn, 

Fort  Riley,  via  Lawrence : 
In  answer  to  your  dispatch  from  Colonel  Leavenworth  and  arrival  of 
those  Indians,  I  have  forwarded  the  dispatch,  and  as  soon  as  telegraph 
lines  are  up  hope  to  get  an  answer,  with  instrnctions.  I  think  you 
should  push  out  your  columns  as  directed,  and  let  them  meet  you  in 
tbeir  country,  and  if  you  tbink  you  can  make  an  agreement  with  them, 
as  I  have  heretofore  directed,  you  can  do  so.  If  not,  fight  them.  I 
have  no  faith  in  their  continual  apphcatioii  for  peace.  It  has  been  this 
nay  for  three  months,  and  tbey  continue  to  rob  and  steal.  If  they  are 
in  earnest  let  them  deliver  up  the  stolen  Government  stock  and  prop- 
erty, tben  we  are  willing  to  carry  out  our  part  of  the  agreement.  They 
must  also  agree  to  control  their  entire  tribes,  keep  off  our  lines  of  com- 
munication, and  desist  entirely  from  any  and  every  act  of  hostility,  and 
the  Government  will  send  persons  to  finish  the  matter,  and  I  will 
meet  them  at  such  places  and  time  as  can  be  agreed  upon  and  a  final 
treaty  can  be  made.  The  place  to  meet  tbem  is  in  tbeir  own  country 
where  they  are,  and  let  tbem  see  our  power.  I  shall  leave  here  in 
two  weeks  for  Laramie,  Denver,  and  then  to  Fort  Lyon,  and  so  back  to 
Eiley.  I  shall  be  in  telegraphic  communication  all  the  time  so  you  can 
advise  me  what  is  going  on. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  July  28, 1865. 
Major-General  Dodge  : 

If  possible  to  make  reliable  treaty  of  peace  with  Comanches,  Kiowas, 
&c.,  do  so.  Sanborn  had  best  see  for  himself  what  truth  there  is  in 
Leavenworth's  story.  A  permanent  settlement  of  Indian  difficulties  is 
what  we  want.  If  Leavenworth's  report  is  true,  tben  a  place  to  meet 
tbese  Indians  should  be  at  once  arranged  and  notification  given  me, 
that  commissioners  might  be-on  hand  in  time. 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major- General. 


Fort  Leavenworth,  July  39,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope: 

Do  you  think  I  had  better  recall  General  Sanborn  ?  It  takes  ten 
days  now  to  reach  liim.  He  has  been  gone  nearly  a  week,  and  his  col- 
umns must  be  all  south  of  the  Arkansas  liiver.  I  j)ut  no  faith  in  any 
treaty  made  with  any  of  those  Indians  until  they  are  whipped  and 
made  to  give  uj)  stolen  stock.  It  appears  to  me  a  treaty  now  is  a  bid 
for  them  to  commence  again  as  soon  as  we  take  our  troops  off'.  General 
Sanborn,  when  he  gets  down  into  tbeir  country,  can  do  as  the  case  dic- 
tates, as  I  bave  given  him  full  instructions  and  told  him  to  settle  the 
matter  bel'ore  he  returns. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  General. 
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Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  July  39, 1865. 
Major-General  Dodge, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. : 

Your  instructions  to  General  Sanborn  are  all  right.  Of  course  Le  is 
not  to  be  lield  back. 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major- Omieral, 

[Appendix  G.] 

Headquahteks  Department  of  the  Missouri,' 

Saint  Louis,  August  4, 1865. 
General  Mitchell: 

As  General  Dodge  is  supposed  to  have  left  Leavenworth,  you  will 
please  send  the  following  confidential  disi)atch  to  (leneral  Sanborn  by 
special  messenger,  with  orders  to  make  all  speed  and  direction,  and 
orders  by  him  to  post  commanders  to  furnish  necessary  aid  and  escort. 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major-  General. 

Saint  Louis,  August  d,  1865. 
Major-General  Sanborn, 

Comdg.  Expedition  against  Comanches,  &c.,  in  the  Field: 
Upon  receipt  of  this  order  suspend  movements  against  Comanches, 
Kiowas,  &c.  Place  your  command  iu  camp  at  a  convenient  point  near 
where  this  order  finds  you  until  further  orders.  Endeavor  to  commu- 
nicate with  Indians  by  messenger  to  propose  council,  to  meet  October  1, 
at  some  point  to  be  hereafter  designated.    Acknowledge  receipt. 

JNO.  POPE, 


Major-General. 


[Appendix  H.] 


Headquarters  District  of  Uppek  Arkansas, 

Li  the  Field,  on  the  Big  Turkey,  August  17,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  G.  M.  J)odge, 

Commanding  U.  iS.  Forces,  &c.,  Fort  Leavenworth : 
General:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  iu  pursuance  of  tele- 
graphic orders  from  Major-General  Pope,  dated  August  4,  1865,  a.id 
received  at  Fort  Lamed  at  11  p.  m.  on  the  -Tth  instant,  I  addressed  a 
communication  (see  copy  inclosed,  marked  A)  to  the  chiefs  of  the  hos- 
tile tribes  and  forwarded  the  same  to  the  mouth  of  tlie  Little  Arkansas, 
at  which  place  the  chiefs  and  headmen  of  these  tribes  were  assembled. 
Placing  the  troops  in  cam])  as  directed,  1  proceeded  in  person  toward 
the  above  point.  On  the  13th  instant  I  received  a  note  from  Colonel 
Leavenworth  in  reply  to  my  communication,  marked  A  as  above,  in 
which  he  stated  that  he  saw  no  other  way  but  for  nie  to  come  to  tliat 
point  and  see  the  Indians  myself.  1  accordingly  proceeded  to  that 
place  with  a  small  escort,  arriving  on  the  15th  instant.  1  was  cordially 
received  by  the  chiefs  of  the  respective  tribes,  who  manifested  the 
strongest  desire  for  peace.  An  agreement  for  the  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties was  entered  into  between  them  and  myself,  a  copy  of  which  is  here- 
with inclosed,  marked  B.  1  have  no  doubt  but  that  this  terminates 
the  difldculties  between  the  Government  and  the  tribes  of  the  plains 
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south  of  the  Arkansas  River.  I  thiuk  this  comniand  may  now  safely 
be  reduced  by  2,000  men,  and  by  as  many  more  as  soon  as  the  final 
arrangement  for  perpetual  peace  is  made  Avith  these  tribes,  as  provided 
in  the  agreement  above  referred  to.  These  chiefs  thiult  that  as  soon 
as  the  hostile  tribes  on  the  Platte  are  informed  of  their  having  made 
peace  they  will  also  cease  hostilities,  and  agreed  to  communicate  with 
them  by  runners  at  oncei  Col.  J.  H.  Leavenworth,  U.  S.  Indian  agent, 
is  justly  entitled  to  the  credit  of  bringing  about  this  personal  interview 
with  tliese  chiefs  at  so  early  a  day.  I  am  now  on  my  way  to  Fort  Eiley. 
We  have  been  compelled  to  swim  horses  and  men  every  five  to  ten 
miles  since  we  left  Fort  Zarah  coming  east,  and  have  not  been  able  to 
move  the  train  beyond  this  i)oiDt. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  SANBOEJSr, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding. 

[Inclosnro  A.] 

Headquarters  District  op  Upper  Arkansas, 

In  the  Field,  Fort  Lamed,  Kans.,  August  9,  186l. 

To  the  Chiefs  and  Headjien  of  the  Apache,  Arapahoe,  Chey- 
enne, Comanche,  and  Kiowa  Tribes: 

I  am  here  with  a  large  military  force  leady  to  enter  your  country  if 
peace  is  not  made  without  this  movement.  Colonel  Leavenworth,  your 
agent,  says  that  you  have  already  ceased  hostilities  and  are  ready  to 
meet  the  proper  ofiQcers  of  tlie  United  States  Government,  and  enter 
into  permanent  peace  obligations.  I  desire  you  to  communicate  to  me 
by  the  bearer  of  this  dispatch  whether  this  statement  of  Colonel  Leaven- 
worth is  correct,  and  if  so,  to  state  when  <iiid  where  you  will  meet  me 
■\\'ith  a  view  of  making  arrangements  for  a  cessation  of  hostilities  on 
both  sides,  and  also  to  make  an  arrangement  for  a  convention  on  the 
1st  day  of  October  next,  between  you  and  such  officers  or  persons  as  the 
President  of  the  United  States  may  designate  for  that  purpose,  to  make 
and  enter  into  treaties  of  perpetual  peace  between  your  tribes  and  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  Full  protection  will  be  given  to  any 
of  your  men  who  may  be  sent  into  our  lines  to  confer  on  the  subject  of 
peace.  You  are  requested  to  give  full  protection  to  the  bearer  of  this 
dispatch  and  to  return  an  answer  without  delay. 

JOHN  B.  SANBORN, 
Brevet-Major  General,  U:  S.  Vols.,  Comdg,  JHst.  of  Upper  Arkansas. 

[Inclosure  E.l 

Be  it  known  to  all  that  we,  the  chiefs  and  headmen  of  the  Apache, 
Comanche,  and  Kiowa  tribes  of  Indians  of  the  Upper  Arkansas,  and 
the  Arapahoes  now  south  of  the  Arkansas  River,  have  agreed,  and  do 
hereby  agree,  with  our  agent.  Col.  J.  11.  Leavenworth,  and  with  Bvt. 
Maj.  Gen.  Jolin  B.  Sanborn,  commanding  the  District  of  Upper  Arkan- 
sas, to  cease  all  acts  of  violence  or  injury  to  the  frontier  settlements 
and  to  the  traveler  on  the  Sante  Fc  road  and  other  lines  of  travel,  and 
to  remain  at  peace.  We  further  agree  to  meet  and  council  on  the  4th 
day  of  October,  1805,  at  Bluff  Greek,  about  forty  miles  south  of  the 
Little  Arkansas,  with  such  commissioners  as  the  President  of  the 
United  States  may  a])iwint  for  a  perpetual  ]teace  between  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  and  our  various  tribes;  and  we  further  agree 
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to  use  all  our  influence  with  tbo  Cheyenne  Indians  now  soutli  of  the 
Arkansas  River,  and  induce  them  to  .join  ns  in  this  perpetual  peace,  and 
if  they  do  not  we  will  compel  tbeni  to  cease  all  acts  of  violence  toward 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  or  runners  from  our  country. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hand  and  aftixed  onr 
marksthis  loth  day  of  August,  18G5,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Arkansas, 
in  council  with  tlie  officers  of  the  Government  above  named. 

TO-HAN-SON  X  OR  LITTLE  MOUNTAIN, 

"""■''  Chief  of  Kiowas. 

[And  five  otfIek  Chiefs  of  the  Kiowas.  | 

pahry-waii-can-ha-vitcha'x  or  poorbbae, 

■"'"■''  Chief  of  Apaches. 

HO-TO-YO-KOn-WAH  x  OR  OVER  THE  BUTTES, 

'"■■"'^  Chief  of  Comanches. 

[And  seven  otheti  Chiefs  of  the  Comanches.  | 

PAH-UP-PAT-TOr  'x  OR  BIG  MOUTH, 

mark.       CMcf  of  Aropahoes. 

In  presence  of : 

JESSIE  CHISHOLM. 
W.  T.  KITTRBDGE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[iDdorsement.] 

Mouth  op  Little  Arkansas,  August  15,  J8C5. 
In  consideration  of  the  above  agreement  and  understanding  made  by 
tlie  chiefs  and  headmen  of  the  tribes  above  mentioned,  I  agree  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  to  suspend  all  acts  of  hostility  toward  the 
various  tribes  above. mentioned  so  long  as  they  observe  in  good  faith 
the  stii)ulations  and  agreement  on  their  part  as  hereinabove  set  forth. 

JOHN  B.  SANBORN, 
Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding  District  of  Upper  Arlcansas. 

JESSE  H.  LEAVENWORTH, 

U.  S.  Indian  Agent. 

lAppeudii  T.l 

JULESBURU,  August  ,?J,  18G5. 

Maj.  George  C.  Tichenor, 

Aide-dc-Camp,  Fort  Leavemvorth : 

Send  following  to  Fort  Riley: 

Major-Gcneral  Sanhorn  : 

I  have  telejiraphisd  for  commissioners  to  1)0  nppoiiito.d  to  meet  on  Octohor  4,  and 
asUod  tliat  you  lie  one  of  them.  Tlie  great  object  to  ho  attained  is  to  keep  these 
ludiiins  south  of  our  lines  of  travel,  making  their  northern  hound.ary  as  far  south  of 
Arkansas  River  as  possihle  and  east  of  Fort  IJascoin.  1  suppose  the  commissioners 
will  have  full  instructions  from  Government.  I  also  hope  th.at  agents  and  traders 
will  he  put  under  military  supervision.  One  hand  of  Arapahoes  are  north  of  South 
Platte,  and  hostile.  Nearly  all  of  Cheyeunes  .are  now  far  north  of  this.  The  Arap- 
ahoes should  he  made  to  control  their  men  north.  Alter  treaty  is  signed  I  want 
troops  reduced  to  lowest  possible  number.    It  seems  to  me  we  need  hold  only  three 
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or  four  posts  on  tb.it  line,  and  those  with  a  small  force.  What  number  of  troops 
do  yon  estimate  will  be  needed,  and  at  what  points?  Should  not  Fort  Dodge  or  some 
of  the  posts  be  moved  up  on  the  Smoky  Hill  route?    Answer  to  Fort  Laramie. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major- General, 

[Appendix  J.] 

Verbatim  copy  of  a  incssago  left  by  a  band  of  Indians  on  a  wooden 
paddle  stuck  up  in  their  trail,  npoii  wliich  trooi)S  were  at  the  time 
following  them : 

Chief  Kill  Bear — Indian  rapoe,  shian  and  sacs,  crows  and  sn.akes,  oamauch,  ciwas, 
blackfoot,  ten  ton  company  of  Indian  all  gather  and  tights  the  wites.  Ms  Indians 
wathing  this  road  and  going  home  in  two  or  three  days  and  come  np  the  road  again 
and  all  the  road  again.  Chief  wants  piece  again,  get  back  them  to  Indian  prisoners 
in  Denver.  We  have  got  four  company  of  Indians  around  this  mountain  watching 
the  road.  And  the  whites  killed  one  shian  at  carney,  aud  watching  to  days  and  the 
Indians  killed  twenty-six  shonldren.  four  wagons  burn  them  in  the  fire.  The  Gov- 
erns in  the  State  wat  catch  that  governor  in  denvcr  and  killed  him  aud  make  piece 
and  catch  him  quick  and  killed  him,  aud  they  have  got  to  shian  boys  in  denver. 
want  them  back  and  make  peicc  again. 

[Appendix  K.] 

Denver,  October  JS,  18C5. 
Brevet  Major- General  Wheaton, 

Fort  Laramie: 
I  will  send  to  you  Big  Ribs  and  some  of  his  head  Sioux.  Consult 
with  General  Connor.  Send  them  out  to  the  Cheyeunes  and  Sioux, 
inviting  them  into  Fort  Connor  or  Laramie,  as  you  deem  best,  for  a 
talk  for  cessation  of  ho.stilities  and  final  peace.  Any  that  have  gone 
to  Missouri  River  for  that  purpose  let  them  go,  but  get  in  all  that  are 
left,  provided  they  feel  disposed  to  settle  now.  You  can  say  to  them 
that  if  they  do  not  come  in  aud  settle  Avhat  they  have  had  is  only  a 
taste  of  what  they  will  get  this  winter,  for  that  you  will  give  them  no 
rest.  You  and  General  Connor  can  fix  this.  What  I  want  is  to  settle 
with  them  before  they  discover  our  force  on  the  plains.  You  can  also 
say  that  all  Indians  south  have  made  peace.  Include  what  General 
Connor  knows  about  Arapahoes.  Show  Big  Ribs  the  forces  you  have 
and  impress  upon  him  your  power.  Will  start  Big  Ribs  for  Port 
Laramie  in  a  day  or  two. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major  General. 

[Appendix  L.] 

Washington,  D.  C,  Jvhj  29,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope, 

Haint  LoKin: 
The  Quartermaster  aTid  Commissary  Generals  report  requisitions  of 
such  magnitude  coming  from  Leavenworth  as  to  alarm  them.  Look 
into  them,  and  stop  all  unnecessary  expenditures,  and  reduce  necessary 
orders  to  actual  requirements.  Returns  show  a  cavalry  force  in  De- 
])artment  of  Missouri  which  it  would  seem  jnight  be  materially  reduced. 
Look  into  this  matter. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

JAeutenant-  General. 
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[AxiiJnndix  II.] 

Approximate  amount  of  stores  on  the  plains. 

NORTHERN  ROUTE. 


Station. 


Salt  Lake. 


Fort  Bridger. . 
Fort  Laramie . 

Powder  Eiver. 


Fort  Halleck.. 
Camp  Collins  . 
Denver 


Junction 

Julesburg 

Cottonwood . . , 


Fort  Kearny.. 


Number 
of  men. 


2,500 


500 
1. 050 


250 

250 
2,750 


500 
1,500 
1,250 


1865. 
July     1 


July 
July 


July     1 


Juno  1 
July  1 
July     1 


Juno  1 
July  1 
July     1 


Nov. 


To— 


186C. 
July      1 


July     1 
July     1 

July     1 


July  1 
July  I 
July     1 


Julv  I 
Jul}-  1 
July     1 


Sept.    1 


Remarks. 


Small  rations  sent  4,000  men.  Requisitions  and  esti- 
mates called  for  full  rations  for  5,000  men,  but  were 
reduced  to  2,500  August  2. 

Requisitions  called  for2,,50fl  men,  but  were  reduced  to 

1,000. 
Stores  for  Powder  River  were  .shii>ped  to  Laraniic. 

Requisitions  called  lor  supplies  for  1,000  men,  but 

were  reduced  to  500  in  August. 


This  includes  all  dependencies  and  is  principal  depot 
for  supplies  for  Colorado,  Requisitions  were  cut 
down  here  800  men.  One  hundred  thousand  pounds 
of  this  amount  was  stopped  at  depot  at  Fort  Leav- 
enworth; the  excess  is  being  transfeircd  to  Lara- 
mie to  Jill  deficiency  there. 


Large  amount  of  stores  was  taken  from  here  to  Lar- 
amie to  lit  out  General  Connor's  expedition,  contract- 
ors failing  to  deliver  supplies  in  time. 

Requisitions  were  made  for  2,500  men,  hut  -were  ru- 
duced  August  2  by  Major-General  Dodge  to  1,000. 


SOUTHERN  ROUTE.* 


Fort  Larned  . 
Fort  Riley . . . 


Fort  Lyon 

Fort  Garland  . 
Fort  Fillmore- 


900 

Nov.    1 

Sept.    1 

1,000 

Nov.     1 

Sept.    1 

670 
230 
2.J0 

Nov.     1 
July     ] 
July     1 

Sept.    1 
July     1 
July     1 

Beans  for  2,040  men;  cofTeo  for  1,190.  Requisitions 
were  made  for  .1,000  men  for  six  months. 

Sugar  for  1.600  men;  beans  for  1,400.  Requisitions 
were  made  for  9,000  men  for  six  months,  hut  cut 
down  in  August. 

Requisitions  were  made  for  1,500  men  for  one  year. 

This  post  has  been  broken  up  and  ita  stores  removed 
or  di-sposed  of. 


*  Stores  at  depots  on  this  route  supply  the  new  posts  .at  Big  Creek,  Pond  Creek,  and  'Monuincntso. 


[Appendix  N.J 

FoKT  Leavenworth,  July  29,  1805. 
Brig.  Gen.  V.  E.  Connok, 

Fort  Laramie: 
Major  Mackey,  of  Fort  Laramie,  estimates  for  subsistence  stores  for 
Fort  Laramie  for  3,000  soldiers,  250  citizens,  400  Indians,  100  officers, 
&c.,  nearly  doubling  the  estimates  heretofore  sent  and  reported  to  you 
in  my  letter  of  June  13.  Ilstimates  therein  stated  called  for  stores  for 
2,000  men  for  Laramie  and  900  for  Powder  Kiverfor  one  year.  This 
appears  to  me  sufficient.  My  letter  of  June  13  shows  that  estimates 
have  been  received  for  17,000  men;  1,500  have  been  added  to  that  for 
Utah.  Is  this  not  stores  enough,  and  more  thainve  shall  need  for  the 
ensuing  year?  If  some  posts  are  short,  others  must  have  a  surplus, 
which  can  be  transferred  as  they  are  needed.  This  winter  our  force 
will  necessarily  be  reduced,  and  we  do  not  want  to  pile  up  stores  that 
cannot  be  used.  The  estimate  up  to  June  13  and  from  Salt  Lake  makes 
18,000,000  pounds  for  subsistence  stores  alone.  This  is  as  much  as  wo 
can  get  transportation  for,  and  is  8,000,000  more  than  is  contracted 
for,  and  in  addition  thereto  arc  (inarterniaster's  and  ordnance  stores 
that  are  en  route. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-Generai, 
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FoKT  Leavenworth,  July  31,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen,  P.  E.  Connoii, 

Fort  Laramie  : 
You  will  see  from  General  Tope's  dispiitch  that  Government  thinks 
we  are  making-  too  much  cost.  Your  estimates  are  very  large.  You 
ask  for  supplies  for  17,000  men.  We  will  not  be  able  to  keep  over  half 
that  number  on  the  plains  this  winter.  All  supplies  have  gone  forward 
except  for  Utah.  Supplies  for  2,500  men  are  waiting-  to  go  there.  Do 
you. not  think  that  we  liad  better  let  Utah  rest  on  supplies  for  2,500 
men?    That  is  as  many  as  you  will  be  able  to  get  there  this  Avinter. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  General. 


No.  2. 


ReporU  of  Col.  Nelson  Cole,  Second  Missouri  JAght  Artillery,  command- 
ing Eastern  Division. 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  February  10,  1807. 
General  TJ.  S.  Grant, 

Washington,  IK  C: 
General:  Herewith  inclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  copy 
of  my  report  of  the  operations  of  the  Eastern  Division,  Indian  Expe- 
dition, for  July,  August,  September,  and  October,  1805.  This  report 
was  made  shortly  after  the  return  of  the  Eastern  Division,  Indian 
Expedition,  but  after  Brigadier-General  Connor  had  forwaided  his 
report,  and  on  the  supposition  that  it  was  never  forwarded,  I  sent  this 
copy,  revised,  as  it  is  more  in  detail  than  the  first  rei)ort  made  to 
General  Connor  and  upon  which  he  made  his  official  report,  and  pre- 
suming that  it  may  contain  information  that  may  be  of  some  value  to 
the  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

N.  COLE, 
Late  Colonel  Second  Missouri  Light  Artillery, 
Commanding  Eastern  Division.  Indian  Expedition. 

[Ini:loauri.'..] 

Headquarters  Eastern  Division, 
Powder  Eiver  Indian  Expedition. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
Eastern  Division,  Powder  Kiver  Indian  Expedition,  during  its  cam- 
paign of  July,  August,  September,  and  part  of  October,  A.  1).  18G5: 

The  command  Avas  organized  at  Omaha  City,  Nebr.  Ter.,  and  con- 
sisted of  eight  companies  of  my  regiment,  the  Second  Missouri  Light 
Artillery  (equipped  as  osivalry),  and  eight  companies  of  the  Twelfth 
Missouri  Cavalry,  numbering  about  1,400,  rank  and  file,  with  a  train  of 
140  six-mule  wagons.  My  artillery  consisted  of  one  section  of  3-inch 
rifled  guns,  manned  by  men  of  the  Second  Missouri  Light  xVrtillery. 
Much  difficulty  -was  experienced  in  procuring  suitable  transportation 
to  accompany  the  command,  and  very  considerable  delay  in  the  move- 
ment of  the  column  was  occasioned  thereby.  Most  of  the  mules  fur- 
nished were  unbroken  and  from  two  to  four  years  old,  utterly  unfit  for 
the  service  required  of  them,  but  no  others  could  be  procured,  whilst 
the  teamsters  were  in  the  main  Avorthless.     The  time  from  June  20  to 
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July  1  was  spent  iu  getting  these  incongruous  elements  organized  into 
a  train.  A  considerable  quantity  of  commissary  stores  and  a  lot  of 
spare  parts  and  materials  for  the  repair  of  wagons  and  harness  had  not 
arrived  when,  on  June  30, 1  leceived  a  telegram  from  General  Connor 
not  to  delay  for  anything,  but  to  ]iurchase  supplies  at  Omaha  City. 
This  1  did  to  the  ext«ntof  about  $15,000.  (ieneral  Connor  also  directed 
me  to  leave  no  grain  behind,  but  to  take  all  I  could  get  traius  to  haul. 
To  do  this  I  was  compelled  to  hire  citizen  transportation.  On  the  1st 
of  July,  after  some  delay  caused  by  the  refusal  of  two  companies  of 
my  regiment  to  move  when  ordered,  the  command,  with  the  exception 
of  three  companies  (which  remained  to  complete  their  equipment,  col- 
lect stragglers,  and  escort  the  rear  trains),  took  up  the  line  of  march 
toward  Columbus,  on  the  Loup  Fork  of  the  Platte,  following  the  line 
of  the  Pacific  telegraph.  On  the  2d  the  balance  of  the  command  with 
the  trains  followed,  overtaking  the  main  column  at  Fremont,  on  the 
Platte  Eiver,  on  the  3d.  Arriving  at  Columbus,  our  route  left  the 
Platte  and  followed  up  the  north  bank  of  the  Loup,  leaving  the  last 
vestige  of  civilization  at  the  Pawnee  Mission,  110  miles  from  Omaha 
City.  From  the  many  farms  which  lie  along  the  Platte  a  sufficiency  of 
forage  was  purchased  to  supply  the  comniaud;  here  I  also  procured  a 
drove  of  fifty  beef-cattle.  After  passing  the  Pawnee  Mission  and  until 
reaching  the  Niobrara  Eiver  my  only  reliable  source  of  information 
was  a  copy  of  Lieut.  G.  K.  Warren's  map,  furnished  me  by  the  chief  engi- 
neer of  the  department,  as  the  guides  1  had  employed  were  unfamiliar 
with  the  country,  having  been  over  its  surface  but  little;  yet  they  were 
excellent  judges  of  prairie  country  and  were  of  much  value  in  the 
selection  of  favorable  ground  for  the  movement  of  the  trains.  Whilst 
camped  near  the  mouth  of  North  Branch  of  the  Loup,  Lieutenant  Mur- 
phy, First  Nebraska  Cavalry,  with  escort,  arrived,  bringing  dispatches 
from  General  Connor  containing  full  instructions  as  to  my  destination 
and  route,  of  which  up  to  this  time  I  was  entirely  uninformed  save 
that  I  was  to  move  my  command  up  the  Loup  Fork,  where  I  would 
receive  orders. 

Deeming  it  advisable  to  cut  off  a  considerable  bend  in  the  Loup 
Eiver,  I  moved  up  the  valley  of  the  North  Branch  to  Antelope  Creek, 
where  was  found  Lieut.  W.  D.  Smith's  trail  of  1856.  Leaving  this 
trail  to  the  left,  the  command  moved  iu  a  westerly  direction,  but  from 
the  necessity  of  selecting  ground  passable  with  the  trains  the  course 
gradually  changed  nearly  south.  The  valley  of  the  North  Branch  is 
bountifully  supplied  with  timber  along  the  margins  of  the  stream,  and 
all  the  ravines  and  caiions  putting  into  it  are  well  timbered  with 
cedars.  Along  the  hill-sides  there  are  some  small  groves  of  scrub  oaks. 
The  bottom  timber  is  almost  exclusively  cottonwood  and  box  elder. 
The  stream  where  we  crossed  it  was  about  fifty  yards  in  width  and  its 
bed  full  of  quicksand.  The  valley  is  from  one  to  one  mile  and  a  half 
wide,  and  contains  apparently  very  fertile  soil;  grass  was  very  abun- 
dant. The  country  between  this  stream  and  the  Loup  is  high,  abrupt, 
ridgv  prairie,  the  road  in  consequence  sinuous  and  heavy.  Moving 
up  the  Loup,  wood,  water,  and  grass  in  abundance  were  found,  and 
with  few  exceptions  scarcely  any  serious  obstacles  to  the  march  were 
encountered.  Anticipating  the  frequent  use  of  tools  m  the  construction 
of  bridges  and  cutting  of  embankments,  I  had  organized  one  of  the  com- 
panies of  the  Second"^  Missouri  Light  Artillery  as  a  pioneer  company, 
under  the  command  of  Capt.  N.  Boardmau,  an  othcer  whose  lifetime 
experience  as  a  civil  engineer  specially  fitted  him  for  this  duty,  and  by 
keeping  them  some  distance  iu  the  advance  with  the  guides,  prepared  the 
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road  with  sufficient  dispatcli  to  occasion  but  little  delay  in  the  movement 
of  the  coluum.  After  the  first  1 50  miles  had  been  accompl  ished  but  few 
creeks  or  rivulets  put  into  the  river,  although  the  gulches  were  more 
numerous  and  the  bluffs  approached  the  river  more  frequently  tlian 
before,  forcing  the  route  into  the  hills.  Aside  from  sand  the  road  was 
good.  When  near  the  head  of  the  Loup  wood  entirely  gave  out,  and 
the  command  was  forced  to  resort  to  buffalo  chips,  of  which  a  very 
limited  quantity  could  be  found.  Bog  peat  was  also  used  as  a  substi- 
tute for  Avood,  of  which  there  was  considerable  quantities  found  on  this 
part  of  the  route. 

I  had  many  misgivings  as  to  the  ])racticability  of  moving  a  command 
as  large  as  mine  across  the  country  from  the  head  of  the  Loup  to  the 
Niobrara  River,  as  my  information  Avas,  in  effect,  that  the  region  to  be 
traversed  was  a  barren,  sandy  desert,  without  fresh  water,  wood,  or 
grass.  To  be  positive,  I  lay  in  camp  one  day  for  the  purpose  of  scout- 
ing for  the  best  route.  I  sent  two  parties,  one  on  Lieutenimt  Warren's 
trail,  who  I'eturucd  reporting  that  route  impassable  for  trains,  with  but 
little  grass  and  ponds  of  brackish  water.  The  other  party  sent  to  the 
north  or  most  direct  line  to  the  Niobrara  River,  reported  a  practicable 
route,  with  excellent  grass  and  Avater  in  abundance.  I  adopted  the 
new  route,  and  by  slowly  feeling  my  way  Avitli  scouts  as  I  went,  dis- 
covered a  number  of  lakes  and  small  streams,  on  the  banks  of  which 
were  excellent  camping-grounds.  The  topography  of  the  country  con- 
sists of  a  series  of  sand  ridges,  sparsely  covered  with  vegetation,  and 
broad,  intervening  valleys,  densely  covered  Avith  grass.  The  latter  all 
had  lakes,  streams,  or  marshes  in  them,  yet  forming  no  material  obsta- 
cle to  the  movement  of  the  command.  In  crossing  these  sand  ridges, 
which  varied  from  200  to  5(10  feet  in  heiglit,  the  deep,  loose  sand  made 
the  draught  heavy  on  the  mnles,  more  particnilarly  in  the  rear  of  the 
trains,  necessitating  the  frequent  use  of  the  men,  dismounted  and  pull- 
ing Avith  drag-ropes.  Scarcely  any  wood  was  found  in  this  section 
until  reaching  Snake  River,  where  there  was  an  abundance  of  cedar. 
This  is  a  rapid-Howing  stream  of  excellent  water,  a  ti'ibntary  of  the 
Niobrara  River.  Tlie  hills  on  the  north  side  of  Snake  River  are  low 
and  the  face  of  the  country  grows  gradually  flatter  until  it  becomes 
a  level  plain  of  eight  to  ten  miles  in  breadth,  ending  at  the  crest  of 
the  bluffs  on  the  Niobrara  River.  Where  Ave  struck  the  Niobrara 
timber  was  very  plenty,  the  bottom  land  having  the  usual  cottonwood 
and  box  elder,  with  scattering  pines  and  cedars  along  the  bluffs  and 
in  the  canons.  Grass  was  very  scant,  and  with  my  large  number  of 
animals  it  was  diflicult  to  obtain  sufficient  for  one  night.' 

From  the  Niobrara  our  route  lay  over  a  gently  rolling.prairie  toward 
the  blulls  at  the  head  of  Wounded  Knee  Greek;  from  thence  down  tlie 
valley  of  that  stream  to  White  Earth  River.  The  first  night's  camp 
was  made  on  the  head  of  Antelope  Greek,  a  small  nuxrsh  from  which  in 
a  number  of  springs  a  considerable  amount  of  Avater  rises.  These  had 
to  be  dug  out,  and  with  a  few  small  ponds  adjacent  furnished  sufticieut 
water  for  the  entire  command.  Here  there  was  no  Avood.  On  the 
Wounded  Knee  wood  and  water  were  abundant,  but  grass  very  scarce. 
In  this  vicinage  dry  beds  of  streams  had  to  be  bridged.  This  plan  was 
resorted  to  when  timber  could  be  had  in  preference  to  cutting  throu"h 
embankments.  The  column  was  delayed  for  hours  whilst  roads  for  the 
trains  were  cut  through  the  bluff,  hard  clay  banks  of  the  frequent 
gulches  in  this  locality,  leaving  behind  us  as  we  passed  a  very  good 
road,  Avhich  with  but  little  rei>airs  might,  if  desired,  be  again  made 
available.    Upon  reaching  White  Earth  River  we  struck  an  American 
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Fur  Company  trail,  used  by  General  Harney  in  1855,  and  followed  it 
across  the  river  and  almost  entirely  through  the  "  Les  Mauvaise  Terres," 
when,  leaving  it  to  onr  right,  we  continued  direct  to  the  South  Fork  of 
the  Cheyenne  River.  The  crossing  of  the  White  Earth  Eiver  was  ren- 
dered very  difificult  by  recent  rains,  which  having  submerged  the  banks 
made  them  almost  impassably  miry,  couipelliug  the  construction  of  cor- 
duroy roads  before  the  trains  could  be  gotten  over.  Here,  not  far  from 
camp,  was  discovered  the  trail  of  a  small  party  of  Indians,  indicating 
the  recent  passage  of  some  roving  band,  lu  the  bed  of  the  White 
Earth  there  was  but  little  quicksand ;  the  water  was  almost  too  muddy 
for  use.  Cottonwood  was  plenty  in  all  the  bends  of  the  sti'eam.  On  the 
passage  through  the  "Bad  Lands"  no  water  ht  for  use  was  found  save 
at  Ash  Spring,  where  some  old  holes  were  cleaned  out,  which  afforded 
sufficient  for  the  time.  On  the  South  Fork  of  the  Cheyenne  there  were 
limited  quantities  of  grass,  but  wood  and  water  in  abundance.  It  was 
here  necessary  to  pull  the  wagons  up  the  high  bluffs  with  drag-ropes 
to  attain  a  high  jjlateau  over  which  our  route  now  took  its  way.  To 
purpose  this  and  to  give  the  animals  rest  I  lay  here  two  days,  moviug 
hence  August  11. 

Moving  northwestwardly  from  here  over  a  high  rolling  country  we 
crossed  quite  a  number  of  sinking  creeks,  tributaries  to  the  forks  of  the 
Cheyenne,  arriving  at  Bear  Butte  on  the  14th  instant.    In  all  these  creek 
beds  water  had  to  be  dug  for  or  was  found  standing  in  stagnant  pools. 
In  none  save  Bear  Butte  Creek  was  there  living,  running  water.    By 
scattering  the  stock  over  an  extensive  area  forage  was  obtained  in  suf- 
ficient quantity  for  a  night  at  each  camp.    The  soil  was  apparently 
very  good,  whilst  in   the  bottom  land  the  timber  was  very  dense. 
Around  Bear  Butte  the  soil  was  excellent  and  the  grass  tbe  finest  seen 
during  the  campaign.    There  had  been,  it  was  evident  from  appear- 
ances, no  rain  for  some  time,  yet  in  the  branches  of  Bear  Butte  Creek 
there  was  sufficient  water  for  all  our  purposes,  and  from  indications  it 
would  seem  they  were  seldom  or  never  entirely  dry.     From  here  I 
moved  to  the  northwest,  intending  to  reach  the  valley  of  the  Belle 
Fourche  Eiver  (North  Fork  of  Cheyenne)  and  follow  it  up  some  dis- 
tance.    On  arriving  at  White  Wood  Creek,  one  of  its  tributaries,  I 
found  a  more  practicable  route  to  the  Avest,  and,  pursuing  it,  reached  a 
mountain  stream  called  by  the  traders  Ked  Water.     The  road  was 
excellent,  scarcely  any  work  being  required  on  it.    Tbe  bottom  lands 
along  White  Wood  Creek  were  filled  with  oak,  box  elder,  and  cotton- 
wood  :  grass  was  abundant.     From  here  to  Ked  Water  occasional  groves 
of  scrub  oak  were  met  with  and  the  bluft's  were  dotted  with  pmes  and 
cedars.     Pine,  cedar,  scrub  oak,  cottonwood,  and  box  elder  was  very 
abundant  along  the  valley  and  on  the  lining  blufls  of  the  Bed  Water. 
These  bottom  lands  are  apparently  rich  in  soil  and  with  the  advantage 
of  good  water-power  which  the  stream  aflords  nmst  some  time  be  valu- 
able for  farming  purposes.    Here  one  of  my  guides  found  float  rock 
which  he  called  silver  blossom,  but  with  no  exiierieuce  m  metallurgy  1 
could  not  decide  as  to  his  correctness.    The  most  prominent  among  the 
different  strata  of  rock  com])osing  the  blufls  were  red  sandstone  and 
gvpsum,  the  former  being  the  principal,  the  latter  lying  mostly  m 
hesivv  deposits  on  the  foothills.    The  general  features  of  the  country 
change  but  little  from  Bed  Water  to  the  North  Cheyenne.    Broken, 
rocky  ridges,  crowned  with  pines,  alternating  with  narrow  valleys,  con- 
taining many  small  creek  beds,  follow  each  otherin  quick  succession. 
While  camped  in  one  of  these  valleys  on  Pine  Creek  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Walker,  Sixteenth  Kansas  Cavalry,  with  a  small  party,  rode  into  my 
24  B  B— VOL  XL VIII,  PT  I 
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camp,  having  left  his  command  at  our  camp  of  the  preceding  night  on 
the  Eed  Water.  His  regiment  had  left  Fort  Laramie  on  the  2d  of 
August  and  came  through  tlie  Black  Hills,  striking  our  trail  whilst 
we  were  yet  in  sight.  On  the  Cheyenne  grass  was  very  scarce  but 
water  plenty.  In  the  bluffs  there  were  some  evidences  of  coal,  yet  no 
pure  outcroppings. 

From  the  Cheyenne  I  moved  up  one  of  its  tributaries  to  its  head, 
thence  down  a  small  stream  to  the  Little  Missouri  River,  over  a  com- 
paratively level  country,  but  with  little  Avater,  however.  Timber  covered 
all  the  ridges  and  cedars  filled  the  canons.  Scurvy  had  now  began  to 
develop  itself,  and  one  of  the  command  died  of  this  disease.  One  of 
my  Pawnee  guides  also  died  of  apoplexy  or  some  kindred  cause.  At 
the  point  where  1  struck  the  Little  Missouri  River  (a)  grass  was  so  scant 
that  it  was  a  matter  of  extreme  difhculty  to  find  enough  to  even  scan- 
tily feed  my  animals,  this  sparseness  continuing  as  I  moved  down  the 
valley.  So  short  were  my  animals  led  that  1  kept  scouting  parties  out 
all  the  time  in  search  of  grass,  which  on  the  third  day  was  found  in 
plenty.  Many  trails,  evidently  five  or  six  days  old,  of  parties  of  from 
five  to  fifteen  Indians,  were  here  seen;  older  and  heavier  trails,  tending 
down  the  valley,  were  observed,  denoting  this  one  of  their  highwayvS. 
My  own  judgment  would  have  prompted  me  to  push  down  the  river, 
but  my  orders  strictly  confined  me  to  moving  to  Powder  River  and  Pan- 
ther Mountain.  Whilst  lying  by  one  day  to  graze  and  rest  the  wearied 
animals  and  to  make  some  necessary  repairs,  I  sent  a  s<;outing  party  to 
the  westward  to  discover  some  practicable  route  in  the  direction  of 
Powder  River.  They  proceeded  as  far  as  Box  Elder  Creek,  a  tributary 
of  the  Little  Missouri  River,  to  which  i>oint  I  moved  on  the  following 
day, over  a  route  made  easy  for  trains  with  but  little  labor. 

In  the  valley  of  the  Box  Elder  there  was  a  moderate  quantity  of 
grass,  its  timber  consisting  of  box  elder,  cottonwood,  and  red  willow. 
On  the  bluffs  adjacent  there  were  many  pines  and  cedars.  This  stream 
was  not  running,  but  water  in  pools  was  standing  in  the  bends.  During 
this  day's  march  great  quantities  of  fossil  bones  of  large  size  wereseen 
lying  in  beds  in  different  localities.  Much  of  the  fragmentary  rock 
exposed  among  the  passes  was  apparently  volcanic  in  its  origin.  Mov- 
ing from  here  westward  up  the  valley  of  a  small  creek,  a  tributary  of 
the  Box  Elder.  I  camped  on  its  head,  with  scant  grass  obtained  by 
scattering  the  stock  over  a  considerable  area  of  country.  Scurvy  had 
now  become  prevalent  in  the  command,  and  the  absence  of  anti-scor- 
butics made  it  desirable  to  discover  something  as  a  substitute  for  the 
ordinary  vegetables.  One  of  the  men  now  fortunately  discovered  that 
the  yellow,  washed  clay  on  which  we  were  camped  contained  a  small 
bulbous  root,  which  on  examination  proved  to  be  a  species  of  onion, 
not  so  large  as  the  coinmon  white  army  bean  and  possessed  of  a  less 
pungent  flavor,  yet  they  had  a  good  effect  upon  the  men,  who  dug  and 
ate  them  with  avidity.  At  this  camp  there  was  no  timber,  save  small 
willows  along  the  stream,  but  the  bluffs  at  some  distance  were  covered 
with  pines.  From  here  to  the  westward  I  moved  over  a  gently  undu- 
lating country,  without  water  save  that  in  a  couple  of  holes  which 
with  its  brackish  taste  and  thick  consistency,  was  almost  unfit' for  use! 
Nearly  night  the  head  of  the  column  arrived  at  the  edge  of  a  cliff' iii 
sight  of  Powder  River,  distant  about  six  miles  across  a  strip  of  <•  Bad 
Lands,"  which  was  a  part  of  "I;es  Mauvaises  Terres"  of  the  Yellow- 
stone River  Valley.    This  cliff"  was  hundreds  of  feet  in  height,  and  no 

o  This  point  wqs  a  sliort  distance  below  wliat  is  laid  down  on  the  map  as  the  "  Throe 
or  Little  Missouri  Uiittes." 
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place  of  descent  could  be  found.  That  this  rough,  broken  region  could 
be  traversed  after  being  attained  seemed  impossible;  in  no  event  could 
an  attempt  to  reach  the  river  that  night  be  a  success.  This  being  pat- 
ent I  moved  into  the  valley  of  O'Fallon's  Greek,  near  its  source,  and  for- 
tunately discovered  a  small  pool,  contaiuiug  i>ossibly  half  a  dozen 
barrels  of  brackish  water,  which  the  buffalo  had  been  within  a  short 
time  wallowing  in.  The  intense  heat  of  tlie  day,  along  with  the  dust- 
laden  air,  had  created  too  strong  a  tliirst  among  the  men  to  hesitate  at 
drinking  the  water  discovered,  although  it  was  impregnated  with  (he 
excrement  of  these  animals.  Of  forage  tliere  was  none  to  be  had,  and 
the  stock  had  to  be  tied  up  the  entire  night  without  water  or  grass. 

At  3  o'clock  of  the  next  morning  I  moved  to  the  edge  of  the  bluffs  at 
another  point  than  that  at  which  1  had  struck  it  the  day  before.  After 
some  search  my  guides  discovered  an  Indian  tejjee  trail  leading  down 
to  the  lower  i)lain.  By  cutting. along  it  and  across  divides  and  tlirough 
canons  I  was  enabled  to  get  the  trains  advanced  about  three  miles  by 
night.  To  accomplisli  this  it  was  necessary  to  station  men  on  the  sides 
of  the  hills  with  ropes  to  steady  the  wagons,  Avhich  frequent!  j^  threatened 
to  overset  upon  the  mules  or  slide  sideways  down  over  the  numerous 
precipices  along  the  brinks  of  which  they  were  compelled  to  pass. 
After  getting  the  trains  thus  far  along  I  left  them  with  a  guard  and 
moved  the  men,  with  all  the  animals,  to  the  river  for  the  purpose  of 
reaching  water  and  grass,  of  which  the  stock  was  so  much  in  need. 
The  day  was  intensely  hot,  and  the  great  labor  of  working  through 
canons  and  over  masses  of  rock,  together  with  the  excessive  dust, 
intensified  the  Mcariness  and  exhaustion  of  the  entire  command,  render- 
ing this  step  imperative.  1  reached  the  valley  at  a  point  about  fifty 
miles  from  the  Yellowstone  Itiver,  striking  a  bend  in  the  river  heavily 
covered  with  timber.  Of  grass  there  was  plenty  in  the  timber,  but 
scarcely  any  in  the  open  ground,  with  none  on  the  hills.  The  valley  is 
narrow,  not  exceeding  two  miles  in  width,  bounded  by  a  barren  waste 
of  rugged  hills,  from  which  numbers  of  veins  of  coal  outcrop.  Sage 
bottoms  line  the  stream,  save  in  the  timbered  bends;  on  them  no  ves- 
tige of  vegetation  appears  beyond  sage  brush,  grease  wood,  and  prickly 
pear.  The  bed  of  the  stream  is  here  from  sixty  to  seventy  yards  iu 
width,  and  is  quicksandy.  The  water  was  at  apparently  a  medium  stage 
and  the  river  easily  forded.  On  the  following  day,  August  29,  the 
mules  were  sent  out  and  the  train  moved  in.  My  instructions  from 
General  Connor,  received  July  12  on  the  Loup  Fork  of  Pljvtte  Eiver, 
by  si>ecial  messenger,  directed  jne  to  proceed  to  Panther  Mountains,  at 
the  northeast  base  of  which,  on  Tongue  River,  I  should  find  a  depot  of 
supplies.  My  ratious  were  by  this  time  nearly  exhausted,  and  it  was 
necessary  to  communicate  with  General  Connor  as  soon  as  possible  to 
procure  more.  To  expedite  this  I  sent  Lieutenant  Hoagland,  Second 
Missouri  Light  Artillery,  with  Raymond,  my  most  reliable  guide,  and 
a  detachmentof  twenty  men,  to  scout  a(;ross  the  Tongue  Riverto  ascer- 
tain the  best  route  by  which  to  move  the  column ;  also  to  find,  if  pos- 
sible, at  what  point  General  Connor  was  lying  with  his  command.  1 
also  deemed  it  in  order  to  inform  him  of  my  whereabouts  as  soon  as 
possible,  to  relieve  him  from  any  apprehensions  he  might  have  relative 
to  the  arrival  of  my  column,  as  in  his  telegram  of  July  5  he  implied  that 
my  command  was  behind  time. 

The  scouting  party  left  camp  on  the  afternoon  of  August  29,  and 
returned  September  1  about  3  p.  m.,  having  stopped  to  rest  but  a  tow 
hours  of  the  time  absent.  They  had  governed  themselves  m  their 
movements  strictly  according  to  my  instructions,  given  from  mformation 


372  LOUISIANA   AND   THE   TRANS-MISSISSIPPI.  [Chap.  LX. 

derived  from  a  ma])  furnished  by  General  Connor.  They  traveled  fifty 
miles  directly  west,  over  a  country  impassable  for  trains,  crossing 
thirty-five  miles,  from  my  camp  on  Powder  lliver  the  bed  of  a  stream 
about  the  size  of  the  latter-named  river  with  an  equally  extensive  val- 
ley, and  fifteen  miles  farther  west  ascended  the  side  of  a  mountain  and 
])assed  northwestwardly  around  its  west  base  into  the  valley  of  a 
smaller  stream,  all  of  these  agreeing  pi'eci.sely  with  Tongue  Kiver,  Pan- 
ther Mountains,  and  Kosebud  Greek  as  laid  down  on  General  Connor's 
map.  They  reported  Tongue  liiver,  where  they  struck  it,  to  contain 
abundance  of  water  standing  in  its  bed,  with  indications  that  above  it 
was  running.  In  the  valleys  and  on  Panther  Mountains  they  found 
barely  enough  grass  to  forage  tlieir  own  horses.  They  found  no  depot 
of  supplies,  neither  any  indications  of  any  one  having  been  there  before 
them.  Panther  Mountains  were  simply  masses  of  red  volcanic  rock, 
and  possessed  not  the  slightest  sign  of  vegetation.  The  Tongue  lliver 
Valley  was  barren  of  grass,  the  bends  of  the  stream  were  heavily  tim- 
bered, and  the  bottoms  were  covered  with  prickly  pear,  sago  brush, 
and  grease  wood.  Upon  the  reception  of  tUis  report  I  ordered  the 
rations  reduced  to  less  than  one-halt,  and  decided  that  having  seen 
neither  Indians  nor  recent  signs  of  any  in  this  portion  of  the  country, 
and  having  fully  satisfied  myself  that  General  Connor  had  not  gone  to 
Panther  Mountains,  and  without  hauling  corn  for  his  stock  could  not 
pass  down  the  valley  of  Tongue  liiver,  it  was  my  best  policy  to  move 
toward  rations,  keeping  the  country  in  direction  of  Tongue  Itiver  as 
thoroughly  scouted  as  possible  for  the  purpose  of  finding  liini  or  any  of 
his  scouting  parties  who  might  be  in  search  of  my  command. 

Whilst  in  the  act  of  communicating  niy  intentions  to  Colonel  Walker, 
Sixteenth  Kansas,  then  at  my  headquarters,  a  report  was  brought  in 
that  the  Indians  had  attacked  the  herders  herding  stock  a  mile  distant 
from  camp  and  had  driven  off  some  of  the  animals.  I  immediately 
started  in  jierson  to  satisfy  myself  of  the  correctness  of  the  report,  as 
hitherto  there  had  been  no  sign  of  Indians  seen  in  this  vicinity.  On 
arriving  near  the  scene  of  the  attack  I  discovered  tlie  Indians  to  be  iu 
force,  numbering  some  400  or  500,  and  immediately  ordered  out  the 
entire  command,  save  sufficient  to  guard  camp,  to  re-enforce  the  small 
party  already  in  pursuit.  The  advance  engaged  the  Indians  and  suc- 
ceeded in  reca]>turing  most  of  the  captured  stock.  Captain  Ivowland, 
Second  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  with  a  party  of  seven  men,  reached 
the  ground  first  and  pressed  the  Indians  closely,  killing  a  number  of 
them.  Whilst  pursuing  one  of  these  detached  parties  another  band  of 
about  forty-five  suddenly  dashed  upon  them  from  a  ravine  to  their 
right,  and  killed  or  mortally  wounded  all  of  the  party,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Captain  Rowland  himself.  The  main  body  of  the  command 
reaching  the  scene  of  action,  the  Indians  fell  back  out  of  sight  more 
rapidly  than  with  our  broken-down  horses  we  could  ])ursue.  The  result 
was  a  loss  of  4  men  killed  and  2  mortally  wounded.  I  estimated  the 
damage  done  the  Indians  to  be  twenty-five  killed  and  a  very  large 
number  wounded.  We  also  captured  some  ponies  and  killed  a  great 
many.  The  greatest  bodies  seen  were  iu  the-  direction  of  the  Little 
Missouri  River,  and  the  most  of  them  retreated  along  our  trail  thnmgh 
the  "Bad  Lands,"  which  led  me  to  believe  that  they  had  come  from 
that  direction.  During  the  afternoon  a  column  of  smoke  was  seen 
distinctly  rising  toward  the  mouth  of  Powder  River.  Knowing  that 
there  were  hostile  Indians  in  my  neighborhood  I  felt  satisfied  there  was 
a  large  body  of  warriors  or  a  village  on  the  Yellowstone.  The  smoke 
was  evidently  a  signal  made  by  Indians,  or  else  General  Connor,  unable 
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to  get  down  tLe  Tongue  Iliver  Valley  on  account  of  its  barrenness,  had 
availed  himself  of  tlie  fertile  valley  of  the  Big  Horn  to  reach  the  Yellow- 
stone, and  following  it  down  was  awaiting  me  at  or  near  the  mouth  of 
Powder  IJiver,  in  the  meanwhile  endeavoring  to  attract  my  attention 
by  signal-fires.  Either  case  being  true,  it  was,  in  my  opinion,  the  proper 
course  for  me  to  pursue  to  move  in  that  direction.  In  addition  to  this 
I  deemed  it  possible  that  on  reaching  the  YelloAvstone  game  would  be 
plenty,  and  with  sufficient  buffalo  I  could  feed  my  connnand  whilst 
searching  for  General  Connor  along  Tongue  liiver. 

1  therefore,  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  August  [September],  crossed 
to  the  Avest  bank  of  the  river  and  moved  down,  following  in  the  trail  of 
Colonel  Walker,  Sixteenth  Kansas  (who  had  been  in  my  immediate 
vicinity  since  first  striking  my  trail),  who  had  decided  to  try  the  Yel- 
lowstone before  turning  back,  although  his  rations  were  as  nearly 
depleted  as  my  own.  His  train,  however,  consisted  entirely  of  jiack 
animals;  hence  its  mobility  much  exceeded  mine,  which  was  almost 
entirely  comjwsed  of  six- mule  army  wagons.  The  strip  of  grass  in  the 
camp  which  we  had  left  extended  about  four  or  live  miles,  from  which 
time  we  saw  no  more  vegetation  beyond  cottonwood,  willow,  sage 
brush,  grease  wood,  and  prickly  pear.  After  marching  twenty  five 
miles  through  heat  and  dust,  camped  with  nothing  but  cottonwood 
bark  for  fornge,  which  in  its  unfrosted  condition  had  an  injurious  effect 
u])on  the  animals. 

Colonel  Walker  camped  ahead  of  my  command  about  three  miles, 
where  the  bluffs  almost  closed  together.  Here  the  game  trails  all  bore 
up  and  over  the  cliffs,  which  were  wholly  impassable  for  horsemen.  On 
examination  it  was  discovered  that  at  the  distance  of  about  eight  miles 
farther  down  the  stream  its  waters  sunk  into  the  sand  and  the  bed  was 
comparatively  dry.  The  Indian  trails  here  scattered  and  entered  the 
river  among  its  quicksands,  in  which  our  horses  could  not  for  an  instant 
maintain  control  of  themselves.  During  the  night  a  terrible  storm  set 
in,  a  kind  of  storm  that  is  liable  to  sweep  over  this  country  in  any 
season,  during  which  the  temperature  of  the  atmosphere  suddenly 
changed  from  intense  heat  to  extreme  cold.  The  want  of  nourishing 
forage,  the  exhaustion  incident  to  the  intense  heat  of  the  day's  march, 
coupled  with  effects  of  the  storm,  jnoved  fatal  to  a  large  number  of 
horses.  I  now  very  reluctantly  turned  back,  on  the  3d,  and  moved  to 
the  first  point  where  sufficientgrass  could  be  obtained  for  my  dying  stock. 
During  the  march  down  the  river  and  back  to  grass  225  horses  and 
mulesdiedfrom  excessive  beat,  exhaustion,  starvation,  and  extreme  colli, 
and  in  consequence  a  number  of  wagons  had  to  be  destroyed,  together 
with  a  considerable  amount  of  now  ]io  longer  needed  quartermaster's 
stores.  On  the  day  following  I  move<l  camp  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
for  grass,  into  the  edge  of  a  strip  of  timber  which  skirted  the  river. 
During  the  afternoon  a  detachment  of  the  Twelfth  Missouri  Cavalry, 
who  were  sent  to  the  camp  of  the  i)revious  day  to  more  completely 
destroy  the  abandoned  property,  were  attacked  by  a  force  of  about 
seventy-five  Indians,  who  were  repulsed,  with  the  loss  of  one  killed. 
Upon  being  ]rarsued  they  retreated  down  the  river. 

On  the  following  morning,  when  the  command  was  preparing  and 
almost  ready  to  move,  Indians  were  discovered  in  large  numbers  in  the 
hills  to  the  west,  moving  through  the  gulches  to  the  southward.  It 
soon  became  evident  that  they  were  endeavoring  to  cut  off  some  of  my 
teamsters  Avho  were  gathering  up  straggling  mules.  A  well-du-ected 
volley  from  the  train  emptied  some  few  saddles  and  caused  the  balance 
to  make  a  retrograde  movement  as  soon  as  they  could  secure  their 
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fallen  braves.  Larger  detached  parties  showed  tliemsolves  on  the 
adjacent  hills,  and  npon  advancing  tlie  coininand  in  their  direction  I 
discovered  that  there  were  many  hundreds  in  the  ravines  beyond  who 
had  until  then  not  shown  themselves.  Whilst  in  person  on  the  west 
side  of  camp  I  discovered  that  large  bodies  were  moving  up  the  valley 
towanl  the  soutli,  and  also  that  there  was  a  very  considerable  force  on 
the  east  bank  of  the  river.  Captain  Boardman,  with  his  company  (M, 
Second  Missouri  Artillery),  lia<l  been  stationed  in  the  woods  along  the 
bank  of  the  river  and  covered  the  rear  of  the  camp,  whilst  the  Twelfth 
Missouri  Cavalry  occupied  the  right  flank,  the  line  of  the  Second  Mis- 
souri Artillery  extending  to  the  corral  of  the  commissary  train  on  the 
left,  with  parts  of  three  companies  deployed  from  the  train  to  the 
woods.  The  company  teams  of  the  Twelfth  Missouri  Cavalry  were 
formed  in  line  perpendicular  to  the  left  of  this  regiment  and  extended 
from  the  section  of  artillery  to  the  woods.  The  Indians  made  efforts  to 
attract  small  iiarties  of  men  from  camp  in  pursuit  of  bands  of  from  10 
to  100  of  their  numbers,  repeatedly  charging  np  within  250  yards  and 
rapidly  moving  away  again.  Frequent  attempts  were  also  made  by 
tliem  to  get  at  the  horses  of  the  men  who  were  on  foot  in  skirmi.sh  line, 
but  the  excellence  of  the  Spencer  arm  and  the  promptness  of  the  men, 
who  gallantly  met  and  repulsed  them,  though  frequently  outnumbered 
twenty  to  one,  defeated  their  attemjrts  in  this  quarter.  In  this  desul- 
tory manner  the  engagement  continued  for  some  three  bonrs,  until  a 
dash  was  made  upon  a  detachment  of  the  Twelfth  Missouri  Cavalry, 
who  without  orders  liad  crossed  the  river.  When  attacked  they  very 
improperly  turned  to  gain  shelter,  but  the  superior  condition  of  the 
Indians'  horses  enabled  them  to  -overtake  the  broken-down  horses  on 
which  they  were  mounted. 

The  carbine  is  an  unwieldy  arm  to  handle  when  on  horseback,  and 
cannot  at  close  quarters  comi)ete  with  a  well-handled  pistol,  but  against 
bows  and  arrows  in  the  hands  of  men  who  can  use  them  with  the  most 
sin-prising  rapidity  they  are  entirely  useless.  This  detachment  was 
driven  into  the  river,  with  tlie  loss  of  2  men  killed  and  2  wounded. 
They  only  escaped  annihilation  by  the  prompt  action  of  Captain  Board- 
man,  who  moved  a  portion  of  his  company  to  their  support,  and  by 
well-directed  volleys  drove  the  Indians  back  with  heavy  loss.  Tlie 
number  of  Indians  in  this  charge  could  not  have  been  less  than  1,000. 
All  the  hill-tops,  divides,  and  margins  of  the  nearest  blufts  were 
literally  covered  with  Indians,  whose  savage  yelling  was  distinctly 
heard  above  the  noise  of  the  immediate  coutiict.  On  one  hill  a  large 
number  of  them  had  collected ;  a  red  flag  and  the  constant  use  of  their 
signal  glasses  (a  piece  of  looking-glass  flashed  in  the  sun)  denoted itto 
be  their  headquarters.  I  opened  with  shell  uiwn  this  particular  spot, 
and  altliough  not  doing  any  serious  damage  caused  the  evacnation  of 
this  and  all  points  within  the  range  of  my  guns  and  a  cessation  of 
attack  on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  most  of  whom  letired  out  of  sight 
and  could  not  be  induced  to  remain  within  reach  of  any  of  the  detach- 
ments sent  in  pursuit.  Finding  myself  unable  with  my  exhausted  and 
broken-down  stock  to  gain  any  adequate  advantage  by  remainin"- 
longer  in  this  position,  I  moved  up  the  river  to  tlie  first  spot  at  which 
I  could  find  grass,  a  distance  of  twelve  miles.  After  getting  into  camp  a 
signal  station  was  established  on  a  high  bluff  near  camp  overlookin"' 
the  surrounding  country,  and  from  it  I  was  in  constant  receipt  of 
informatioTi  of  tlie  movements  of  a  small  band,  probablv  twenty-five  in 
all,  who  were  following  in  my  trail.  They  madenoattemptatapproach- 
ing  nearer  than  a  nnle  and  a  lialf,  and  warily  avoided  attack  by  small 
detachments  sent  after  them. 
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Moving-  at  the  rate  of  from  eight  to  twelve  miles  per  clay,  I  continued 
up  the  river,  having  to  cross  it  occasionally  to  avoid  the  bluffs  whose 
bases  sometimes  were  washed  by  the  stream,  and  seeing  nothing  more 
of  the  Indians  until  September  8,  when  Colonel  Walker,  Sixteenth 
Kansas,  who  was  in  my  advance  about  three  or  four  miles,  sent  back  a 
courier,  informing  me  that  he  was  attacked  by  between  3,000  and 
4,000  Indians,  who  Avere  driving  him  back.  I  was  crossing  my  train 
over  the  river  at  the  time,  and  ordering  it  moved  up  out  of  the  timber 
and  corralled  I  ])ushed  on  with  one  battalion  of  the  Second  Missouri 
Artillery,  leaving  the  balance  of  this  regiment  to  guard  the  train,  and 
sent  the  Tweltth  Missouri  Cavalry  to  skirmish  through  the  woods  along 
the  river-bank  to  drive  out  a  body  of  Indians  who  were  posted  in  the 
timber.  I  also  moved  the  section  of  artillery  up  to  the  front  and  opened 
n])on  a  large  force  in  a  ravine,  who  were  apparently  preparing  to  take 
in  flank  a  skirmish  line  of  the  Sixteenth  Kansas.  My  pioneer  company 
(Captain  Boardmau's  company,  M,  Second  Missouri  Artillery)  had  been 
marching  with  the  Sixteenth  Kansas,  and  in  conjunction  with  them 
constructing  roads.  When  the  attack  was  made  it  had  been  judiciously 
dismounted  and  deployed  as  skirmishers  upon  the  right  flank  of  Col- 
onel Walker's  line,  and  with  the  Spencer  carbine  was  making  its  way 
some  hundreds  oi^  yards  in  advance  of  all  others,  clearing  the  front 
entirely  of  Indians,  who  turned  their  attention  to  the  other  and  more 
poorly  armed  troops,  whose  rapid  evolutions  had  damaged  much  of 
their  ammunition  and  Avere  now  firing  but  little.  Driving  the  Indians 
from  a  well-selected  position  for  attack,  I  found  them  exerting  but 
little  of  the  energy  they  had  displayed  on  the  5tli  instant,  as  they  gave 
way  before  every  attack  made  on  them  boldly  by  parties  of  even  half 
a  dozen  men.  On  a  divide  across  the  river  a  number  of  squaws  were 
seen,  and  soon  almost  all  who  had  Been  driven  from  the  bottom  lands 
joined  them,  to  the  number  of  about  1,200  or  1,500.  I  sent  a  detach- 
ment of  men  to  disperse  them,  who  ascended  the  steep  side  of  the 
divide  with  much  difficulty,  skirmishing  as  they  went.  They  Avere 
successful  in  scattering  this  large  force  without  the  loss  of  a  man.  A 
number  of  Indians  were  seen  to  fall.  The  bodies  of  the  fallen  were 
almost  invariably  carried  oft'  by  the  living  warriors  when  it  was  pos- 
sible for  them  to  do  so.  The  conformation  of  the  ground  necessitated 
crossing  the  river  at  this  point  before  proceeding  farther,  and  to  pre- 
vent this  a  large  force  had  gathered  in  the  timber  as  if  to  dispute  our 
passage,  I  directed  the  fire  of  my  rifled  pieces  among  them  and  killed 
a  number  as  they  endeavored  to  escape  across  the  river,  having  an 
enfilade  fire  on  them  whilst  they  were  huddled  together  at  the  various 
gulches  running  through  the  bank  to  the  water.  Crossing  to  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  river,  camp  was  formed  of  both  commands  together. 

After  getting  into  camp  a  storm  blew  up,  which  grew  worse  as  night 
came  on  and  finally  became  terrific  in  its  fury.  From  rain  it  turned  to 
hail,  then  rained  again,  then  in  succession  snowed  and  sleeted,  yetfrccz- 
isig  all  night  long.  My  picket  officers  Averc  forced  to  march  their  men  in 
circles  at  the  reserve  posts  to  prevent  freezing,  as  fires  Avere  not  admis- 
sible. Nothing  could  be  done  to  protect  the  stock  from  the  peltings  of 
this  terrible  storm,  and  numbers  of  them  died  during  the  night.  When 
daylight  dawned  it  had  not  abated  in  the  least,  and  owing  to  the  unshel- 
tered position  of  jny  camji  Avas  especially  severe  on  the  men  as  Avell  as 
the  stock,  so  much  so  that  I  determined  to  move  to  some  point  Avithm  a 
few  miles  where  I  could  secure  shelter  in  heavy  timber  to  save  the  rem- 
nant of  my  rapidly  failing  animals.  I  moved  tAvo  miles  and  a  half, 
marking  my  trail  with  dead  and  dying  horses  and  mules.    Arriving  at 
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a  suitable  i)lace  J  cainped,  autl  by  surrounding  the  stock  with  huge  log 
flres  aud  feeding  tliem  on  cottouwood  boughs  and  a  little  grass, 
decreased  iu  a- measure  the  rate  of  loss.  My  stock  at  this  time  had 
been  about  sixty  days  without  grain,  with  nothing  but  grass  and  Cot- 
tonwood to  live  on.  During  the  thirty-six  hours  the  storm  prevaileil 
414  of  my  animals  jierished  at  the  ])icket  ropes  or  along  the  road 
between  the  camps.  This  loss  necessitated  the  destruction  of  wagons, 
cavalry  equipments,  harness,  and  all  tools  and  implements  not  abso- 
lutely essential  to  the  (lomniand,  and  which  could  be  taken  no  farther. 

On  the  lOtli,  the  storm  having  cle.ired  away,  my  lirst  move  was  to 
cross  the  river,  which  was  necessary,  as  the  impending  blufts  immedi- 
ately above  formed  the  river  bank.  Tliis  move  I  was  compelled  to  make 
under  cover  of  my  artillery,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Indians  had, 
vnltnre-like,  hovered  around  my  exhausted  and  starving  command,  and 
as  soon  as  preparations  were  made  to  move,  knowing  what  the  route 
must  be,  had  made  a  detour  around  to  a  position  on  the  bluffs  in  our 
rear,  preparatory  to  dashing  down  and  harassing  the  rear  of  the  col- 
umn, which  they  did  so  soon  as  t-lie  command  began  its  movements, 
but  having  no  taste  for  the  shells  that  were  generously  thrown  amongst 
them,  soon  retired  to  their  of  late  respectful  distance  beyond  range.  I 
crossed  above  the  mouth  of  Little  Powder  Eiver  and  moved  up  the 
east  bank,  passing  over  tlie  ground  from  which  a  large  Indian  village 
of  from  1,500  to  2,000  lodges  had  recently  moved.  My  guides  pro- 
nounced them  to  have  been  Sioux,  Olieyennes,  and  Arapahoes.  So 
short  a  time  had  elapsed  since  their  removal  I  am  satisfied  that  had 
not  my  command  been  in  its  improvident  condition  of  starvation  and 
exhaustion  they  could  have  been  overtaken  and  destroyed.  But  at 
this  particular  juncture  my  command  had  been  en  route  on  this  cam- 
paign seventy-two  days,  subsisting  this  length  of  time  on  sixty  days' 
rations,  of  whicli,  at  the  very  lowest  estimate,  20  per  cent,  had  been 
destroyed  unavoidably  through  unloading  and  reloading  wagons  at  the 
crossings  of  the  numerous  rivers,  creeks,  and  gulches.  Sixty  days' 
rations  being  the  amount  started  with,  in  accordance  with  General 
Connor's  orders,  deducting  the  percentage  of  loss  added  to  the  differ- 
ence iu  number  of  days  already  in  excess  of  the  limited  sixty,  it  is  easy 
to  sum  lip  the  condition  of  the  men  of  my  command,  while  the  animals 
of  the  command  were  in  a  condition  even  worse  than  the  men,  literally 
starving  in  a  country  where  grass  grew  and  water  run. 

Fatigue  and  starvation  had  done  its  work  on  both  men  and  animals, 
in  so  much  they  were  unfit  to  pursue  with  vigor  the  savage  foe  that 
circled  around  their  starving  way  through  this  desert  whose  oases  were 
but  inviting  delusions,  for  however  pleasing  to  the  wearied  eye  were  the 
green  dresses  of  the  prickly  pear  and  the  sage  brush,  they  were  bitter 
mockery  to  the  other  senses,  for  they  contained  no  life-giving  essence 
for  man  or  beast.  Certes  starving  soldiers  might  well  wonder  why 
there  was  no  provisions  made  for  such  contingencies;  why  old  Indian 
fighters  had  not,  with  their  knowledge,  planned  a  more  consistent  cam- 
paign; created  depots  here  and  hunted  Indians  there;  not  had  a  com- 
mand starvnig  here,  unfit  to  cope  with  the  Indians  everywhere  around 
them,  and  the  supplies  they  needed  so  much  away  no  one  knew  where 
at  least  where  neither  Indians  come  nor  they  could  compass  ' 

The  command  by  this  time  was  reduced  to  less  than  quarter  rations 
and  were  lowered  to  the  necessity  of  eating  their  horses  and  mules  to 
sustain  life.  Indians  were  occasionally  still  seen  in  large  numbers  on  all 
sides  beyond  the  range  of  our  guns.  They  but  once  showed  a  disno- 
sition  to  fight,  when  they  were  repulsed,  with  a  loss  of  several  killed 
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and  Avonnded.  After  this  last  repulse  tliey  disappeared  from  my 
vicinity  and  were  seen  no  more,  Gontiiruing  up  the  river  we  were  com- 
pelled to  cross  andi'ecroas  it,  through  quicksands  and  muddy  banks, 
frequently  as  often  as  fifteen  times  a  day,  camping  in  the  Timber  along 
the  banks  of  the  stream,  which  afforded  sufficient  grass  for  the  rem- 
nant of  my  animals.  During  the  continuance  of  the  march  no  signs  of 
Indians  were  seen  save  camping  ])laces  a  month  ov  more  old. 

On  the  13th  of  September  a  courier  party  of  two  soldiers  and  two  Paw- 
nee Indians,  sent  to  me  with  dispatches  by  General  Connor,  arrived  in 
mj^  ciimp.  They  had  left  tlieir  camp  the  previous  morning  and  had 
traveled  across  to  Powder  lliver,  and  striking  my  trail  ]iear  one  of  my 
old  camping  grounds,  had  followed  it  up,  overtaking  my  coirnnand  in 
the  afternoon.  They  reported  the  (iountry  they  had  passed  over  to  be 
positivelyimpassablefor  trains  of  any  kind.  Geneial Connor's dis])atch 
directed  ine  to  cross  over  to  Tongue  Eiver,  where  his  command  was 
lying,  or  to  push  up  Powder  liiver  to  Fort  Connor  (now  called  Reno, 
the  existence  of  which  I  then  for  the  first  time  learned)  for  supplies, 
leaving  it  discretionary  with  me  which  I  shoidd  do.  The  evidence  of 
my  scouting  and  hunting  parties,  together  with  that  of  the  courier 
party,  satisfied  me  of  the  impracticability  of  any  attempt  at  getting  to 
Tongue  lliver;  and,  difScult  as  the  way  was  up  Powder  lliver,  growing 
worse  as  we  got  deeper  into  the  gorges  of  the  mountains,  1  deemed  fol- 
lowing a  water-course  better  ])olicy  than  risking  the  loss  of  animals  and 
men,  now  so  much  weakened  by  starvation  and  privation,  in  attempts 
at  crossing  the  rugged  Powder  Mountains,  a  distance  of  thirty  or  more 
miles,  without  water  or  grass.  At  this  time,  from  the  want  of  proper 
food,  sufficient  clothing,  and  the  foot-soreness  and  enervation  consequent 
on  the  hardships  and  fatigues  of  this  already  lengthy  and  arduous  cam- 
paign, tlie  command  had  become  so  reduced  that  a  march  of  fifteen  miles 
a  day  was  a  most  severe  task  for  them. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  1  sent  Lieutenant  Jones,  Second  Missouri 
Artillery,  with  a  detachment  of  men,  to  acc(mipany  (ieueral  Connor's 
party  on  their  return  to  his  camp,  with  a  dispatch  setting  forth  my 
whereabouts  and  present  coiidition.  1  continued  moving  wp  the  river, 
the  road  growing  worse  ns  we  advanced,  yet  the  cheering  knowledge 
that  rations  were  near  at  hand,  far  nearer  than  distant  Laramie,  had 
infused  new  life  into  the  men,  who  now  cheerfully  overcame  the  difficul- 
ties besetting  every  step  of  our  path— difiiculties  that  but  a  short  time 
before  appeared  impossibilities. 

On  the  17th  I  sent  Lieutenant  Schmitten  and  an  escort  with  dis- 
patches to  the  commandant  of  the  post  at  Port  Connor  (lieno),  stating 
the  condition  and  locale  of  my  command,  requesting  him  to  send  rations 
to  meet  mc  as  soon  as  possible.  On  the  19th  1  ordered  Colonel  Wells, 
Twelfth  Missouri  Calvary,  to  move  to  Fort  Connor  (Keiio)  with  all  dis- 
mounted men  able  to  march  and  all  mounted  men  save  150,  which  I 
retained  to  guard  the  trains,  as  the  retention  of  tlie  entire  command 
only  delayed  a  majority  from  sooner  reaching  rations,  which  they  could 
si)eedily  do  by  following  Indian  trails,  whilst  their  presence  added 
nothing  to  the" mobility  of  the  trains.  During  tlie  afternoon  Lieuten- 
ant Schmitten,  returning,  met  tliis  part  of  tlie  command,  and  after  sup- 
plying their  wants  pushed  on  and  reached  me  a  few  hours  later.  On 
the  following  day  I  reached  Fort  Connor  (Reno)  and  camped  four  miles 
south  to  wait  for  General  Connor,  who  had  not  yet  arrived.  Here  1 
very  naturally  expected  to  find  quartermaster's  sui)plies  for  my  shoeJess 
and  ragged  command,  but  no  wise  nor  humane  foresight  had  placed 
them  here.    It  is  true  the  men  were  content  to  once  more  find  them- 
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selves  where  gaunt  starvation  did  not  stare  them  in  tlie  face,  but  their 
imiforms  were  worn  and  tattered  and  their  rags  were  jwor  barriers  to 
keep  out  tlie  cold,  chilling  winds  that  sweep  this  country  in  the  fall, 
whilst  shoes  to  the  jnajority  were  as  dreams  of  past  luxuries  with  no 
seeming  future,  for  no  generous,  provident  ]>ost  was  this  to  cover 
their  bleeding,  cactus-swollen  feet.  Up  to  this  period,  since  leaving 
Ojuaha  City,  I  had  marcljcd  my  command  a  distance  of  largely  over 
1,000  miles,  through  a  country  almost  unknown  and  unexplored,  encoun- 
tering storms  as  fierce  in  tlieir  fury  as  the  merciless  savage  who  is 
alone  fit  to  inhabit  this  almost  sterile  waste.  Yet  was  the  suif'erings  of 
the  commfiud  not  at  an  end,  for  they  must  march  to  other  posts  ere 
their  crying  wants  could  be  supplied. 

Here  also  to  all  intents  and  purposes  ended  the  campaign  of  the 
right  column  of  the  so-called  Powder  Eiver  Indian  Expedition.  In  its 
march  it  had  traversed  nearly  or  quite  1,200  miles  through  a  country 
almost  entirely  unknown  to  white  men,  in  jiart  nothing  better  than  a 
desert  and  barren  waste  away  from  the  banks  of  the  occasional  streams 
that  course  through  it  toward  tlie  Missouri.  Eighty-two  days  was  this 
column  struggling  and  fighting  its  way  to  this  ])oint,  making  its  own 
roads  through  valleys  and  over  mountains ;  encountering  furious  storms 
deadly  in  eiiect;  finding  and  severely  punishing  a  wary  savage  foe; 
the  greater  part  of  tlie  time  suffering  the  torments  of  starvation. 
Eighty-two  days  had  they  subsisted  on  sixty  days'  rations  which  had 
naturally  lost  20  per  cent,  of  their  original  proportion.  The  country 
passed  over  in  the  route  traveled,  being  mostly  a  waste  of  "  Bad  Lands," 
is  destitute  of  wild  game,  hence  no  addition  from  this  source  could  be 
made  to  husband  the  rations  whilst  they  run  their  natural  course  nor 
substituted  for  them  when  exhausted.  No  intermediate  depots  of  sup- 
plies had  been  established  on  our  route,  without  which  no  command  can 
be  successful  in  campaigning  in  this  country  against  this  kind  of  an 
enemy.  Had  my  trains  been  burdened  with  supplies  of  this  nature  at 
the  starting  they  mu^^t  have  been  destroyed  at  an  early  day  in  the  cam- 
paign, owing  to  the  nature  of  the  expedition  and  the  peculiar  topog- 
raphy of  this  hitherto  unknown  country.  On  the  23d  General  Connor 
arrived  with  his  command.  On  the  25th  I  received  orders  to  move  on 
the  following  morning  to  Laramie.  The  first  day  out  I  marched  but 
ten  miles,  when  1  encamped  to  await  for  a  train  of  forty  wagons  which 
General  Connor  had  ordered  to  report  to  me  to  transport  my  foot-sore 
men,  of  which  I  had  some  400  or  more.  On  the  4th  of  October  I  reached 
Fort  Laramie,  and  camped  a  little  below  it,  on  Laramie  Kiver. 

Whilst  camped  here  an  occurrence  took  place,  passing  strange,  yet 
most  true,  which  as  an  integral  part  of  the  closing  history  of  the  com- 
mand must  have  full  relation.  Some  thirty-six  hours  after  reaching 
this  post  a  tiitiguc  detail  of  400  men  was  ordered  from  the  Second 
Missouri  Light  Artillery  to  work  on  the  earth-works  being  thrown  up 
around  the  place.  If  the  spirit  that  prompted  the  detail  expected  to 
feast  its  purposes  through  insubordination  or  rebellion  it  was  egre- 
giously  disappointed.  What  a  sight  was  here.  Four  hundred  ragged, 
barefooted  men,  emaciated  with  fatigue  and  the  dangers  of  a  four 
months'  campaign,  who  had  met  and  worsted  an  enemy  on  three  several 
occasions,  marched  up  iu  the  face  of  a  garrison  of  2,000  or  more  well- 
appointed  idle  troo])S  to  work  as  actors,  while  these  idle  troops  played 
the  audience.  Nobly  and  without  a  murmur  of  discontent  did  tliese 
ragged,  war-worn  veterans  respond  to  orders,  carrying  the  lesson  to  the 
hearts  of  those  who  chose  to  view  them  that  they  had  learned  a  soldier's 
first  duty  was  to  obey  and  could  be  as  successful  in  this  as  tbey  had 
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been  during  their  liite  campaign.  Tlie  total  absence  of  tools  naturally 
caused  some  speculation  as  to  tlie  cause  of  tlie  detail.  As  the  mystery 
was  transparent,  it  is  well  enough  to  add  that  the  ragged  and  barefooted 
veterans  spent  the  allotted  time  at  the  designated  place,  tools  or  no 
tools. 

The  loss  of  my  command  in  the  several  engagements  with  the  Indians 
was  as  follows:  Second  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  9  killed,  1  missing, 
1  officer  wounded;  Twelfth  Missouri  Cavalry,  3  "killed,  1  missing.  I 
estimate  the  loss  of  the  Indians  from  2(10  to  500  killed  and  wounded, 
and  a  large  number  of  ponies  killed  and  captured.  October  7,  I 
received  an  order  dissolving  the  Powder  Eiver  Indian  Expedition, 
so-called,  and  immediately  issued  an  order  relinquishing  command  of 
the  Eastern  Division  and  directing  the  commanding  oiticer  Twelfth 
Missouri  Cavalry  to  report  to  Brevet  Major-Geueral  Wheaton,  com- 
manding District  of  Nebraska,  holding  my  own  regiment  subject  to 
subsequent  orders. 

Before  closing  my  report  I  desire  to  mention  certain  officers  of  my 
command  whose  gallantry  entitles  tliem  to  such  notice:  Capt.  E.  S. 
Rowland,  Second  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  who  with  a  detachment  of 
but  seven  men  pursued  and  fought  a  band  of  Indians  numbering  more 
than  fifty,  who,  after  all  his  men  were  either  killed  or  wounded,  single- 
handed  fought  and  killed  a  number  of  his  savage  enemies.  I  would 
respectfully  request  that  he  be  recommended  for  a  brevet  rank  of  major. 
Capt.  N.  Boardman,  Second  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  to  whose  skill 
the  ijrompt  construction  of  crossings  of  gulches,  creeks,  and  rivers  is 
due,  and  whose  gallantmanagementof  his  company  in  the  engagements 
of  the5th  andSthof  September  marked  him  as  a  reliableofflcer  deserving 
of  more  than  ordinary  notice.  I  would  most  respectfully  request  that 
he  be  recommended  for  the  rank  of  brevet  major.  Of  First  Lieut.  A.  S. 
Hoa gland,  Second  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  in  whose  immediate  charge 
were  the  commissary  and  quartermaster  trains,  for  whose  energetic 
management  and  prompt  protection  against  pilferings  from  them  by 
famished,  hungry  men  at  a  time  when  rations  were  in  a  most  reduced 
condition,  I  cannot  speak  too  highly.  His  indefatigable  labors  con- 
tributed greatly  to  the  rapidity  of  our  movements  and  caused  the  sav- 
ing of  much  Government  property  that  would  otherwise  have  been  lost 
or  destroyed.    I  would  respectfully  request  that  he  be  brevetted  captain. 

Of  the  members  of  my  staff  all  deserve  the  highest  praise,  especially 
Lieut.  George  li.  Thorne,  acting  assistant  quartermaster  and  acting 
commissary  of  subsistence;  Lieut.  Fred.  Amsden,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S. 
Army;  Capt.  J.  W.  MacMurray,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  and  Mr. 
L.  G.  Bennett,  civil  engineer,  acting  engineer  of  my  brigade.  Lieutenant 
Thorne,  my  quartermaster,  is  entitled  to  much  credit  for  industry  dis- 
played in  the  excessively  harried  organization  of  the  trains  for  the 
expedition,  as  well  as  for  their  management  during  the  arduous  cam- 
paign of  months  under  the  most  trying  circumstances.  Lieut.  Fred. 
Amsden,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army,  I  found  to  be  a  courteous  young 
officer  ever  ready  for  the  performance  of  any  duty  and  possessing  the 
intelligence  and  experience  necessary  to  do  it  well.  I  would  respect- 
Ihlly  recommend  him  for  the  brevet  rank  of  captain.  To  the  untiring 
energy  and  devotion  to  his  profession  of  Mr.  L.  G.  Bennett,  my  engineer 
ofiBcer,  is  due  the  accurate  record  of  the  valuable  information  of  the 
region  passed  over.  Constantly  moving,  he  by  observation  made  liim- 
self  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  topography  of  tlie  country,  and  gleaned 
much  in  relation  to  the  mineralogy  along  the  route.  Capt.  J.  W. 
MacMurray,  First  Missonri  Light  Artillery,  was  detached  from  duty  as 
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inspector  of  artillery,  Doiiartnieiit  of  the  Missouri,  at  my  request  aud 
accompanied  me  as  acting  aide-de-camp.  He  is  an  officer  of  much 
experience  and  intelligence,  and  his  active  assistance  was  at  all  times  of 
special  advantage.  I  would  earnestly  request  that  be  be  recommended 
for  promotion  to  the  brevet  rank  of  major. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient 
servant, 

N.  (JOLE, 
Col.  3d  Mo.  Liylit  Ariij.,  Corndf/.  Eastern  JHv.,  Indian  Expedition, 

General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Washington  Vity,  J>.  C. 


Hdqiis.  Bastekn  Division,  Indian  Expedition, 

Near  Fort  Connor,  J)aTc.  I'er.,  September  2r>,  1865. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  in  ciompliance  with  tele- 
gra])hic  orders  received  from  you  I  moved  my  command  from  Omaha, 
Nebr.  Ter.,  on  the  1st  of  July,  jiiarching  by  the  Fort  Kearny  road  as 
far  as  Columbus,  at  which  point  our  trail  diverged  from  the  Platte  River 
to  the  valley  of  the  Lonp  Fork.  Following  the  general  course  of  the 
Louj)  aud  camping  generally  on  its  banks,  my  command  arrived  at  its 
head  on  the  2(itli.  Water,  wood,  and  grass  in  abundance  were  found 
until  within  a  few  days'  inarch  of  the  head  of  the  stream,  when  they 
became  scarce  and  finally  gave  out.  Much  of  the  road  was  over  sandy 
bottoms  and  hills,  which  made  the  labor  heavy  on  the  rear  part  of  my 
train.  From  the  Loup  the  route  lay  across  the  "  sand  hills"  to  the 
Niobrara  lliver,  thence  up  Antelope  Creek  and  down  the  Wounded 
Knee  to  White  Kiver.  Through  the  sand  hills  the  road  was  good  in 
the  valleys  and  very  bad  on  the  ridges  which  intervened.  Large  lakes 
and  small  streams  of  excellent  water  were  numerous.  Good  grass  in 
great  abundance  tilled  the  valleys.  From  the  Niobrara  to  White  Earth 
lliver  there  was  wood  aud  water  plenty,  except  at  head  of  Antelope 
Creek,but  scarcely  sufficient  grass  anywhere  to  subsist  our  animals.  At 
White  Earth  liiver  a  trail  a  few  days  old  of  a  small  party  of  Indians, 
the  first  seen  on  the  march,  was  discovered.  From  this  point  I  followed 
General  Harney's  trail  of  1855  through  the  Bad  Lands,  camping  at  Ash 
Spring  one  night,  to  head  of  Bear  Greek;  thence,  leaving  the  trail  to 
the  right,  moved  direct  to  the  South  Fork  of  the  Cheyenne  River,  arriv- 
ing on  the  8th  day  of  August.  Grass  was  in  abundance,  of  poor  qual- 
ity, and  the  Avater  somewhat  impregnated  with  alkali.  Tn  crossing  the 
Bad  Lands  many  of  my  aniuials  were  rendered  foot- sore  from  ti-aveling 
over  the  sliari)-edged  fragments  of  feldspar  with  which  the  region 
abounds.  On  the  9tli  some  hours  were  spent  in  drawing  my  train  up 
the  high  blufis,  and  on  the  10th  I  moved  toward  Bear  Butte,  arriving 
on  the  14th  near  its  base  and  camping  on  South  Fork  of  Bear  Butte 
Creek.  My  route  lay  across  a  number  of  tributaries  of  the  Cheyenne 
River  and  partly  up  tlieir  valleys,  and,  with  the  exception  of  some  very 
bluft'y  divides,  was  good.  None  of  the  streams  crossed  were  runnmg- 
afcw  had  water  standing  in  holes,  but  in  the  beds  of  most  of  them 
wells  had  to  be  dug  and  the  animals  scantily  watered  with  buckets. 
Grass  was  good  but  very  scarce,  and  wood  in  quantities.    At  the  base 
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Fork  of  Cheyenne  liiver,  with  sufficient  grass  and  excellent  wood  and 
water ;  thence  to  the  Korth  Cheyenne,  camping  one  night  on  Pine  Creek  ■ 
where  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker,  Sixteenth  Kansas  Cavalry,  Avith  an 
escort,  overtook  iny  command.  From  liere  moved  to  the  Little  Mis- 
souri Eiver,  down  which  I  continued  for  tljree  days,  finding  almost  no 
grass  until  the  last  day,  when  I  camped,  witli  large  quantities  of  the 
best  kind.  On  the  Cheyenne  aud  Little  Missouri  Itivers  the  water  was 
good;  at  all  other  places  where  we  camped  it  was  very  poor.  Along 
the  valleys  of  the  Little  Missouri  Eiver  fresh  trails  of  a  number  of 
small  parties  of  Indians  and  older  trails  of  larger  ones  were  seen. 

After  spending  a  day  in  resting  and  feeding  my  animals  I  moved 
westward  August  20  to  Box  Elder  Creek ;  thence  up  and  to  the  head 
of  one  of  Its  branches,  finding  little  grass  but  sulficient  water  standing 
111  holes.  From  this  camii  1  attempted  to  reach  Powder  River  on  the 
28th,  but  after  a  march  of  about  thirty  miles  over  a  road  partly  excel- 
lent, mostly  very  hilly  and  rough,  I  found  myself  conlionted  by  an 
impassable  strip  of  country  some  miles  in  width  intervening  between 
my  column  aud  the  river.  Under  a  precipice  and  100  feet  below  lay  a 
rugged  barren,  traversed  in  every  directiou  by  deep  ravines  aud  gulches 
impracticable  for  horsemen,  with  no  apparent  trail  or  passage  through 
it.  Night  and  a  storm  were  close  at  hand,  and  I  moved  to  my  right  in 
search  of  water,  and  finding  a  small  hole  containing  insutiicient  for  my 
men  on  the  head  of  O'Fallon's  Creek,  camped,  without  water  or  grass 
for  the  animals.  Next  day,  by  cutting  a  road  through  ravines  and 
along  the  sides  of  hills  and  stationing  men  M'ith  ropes  to  each  of  the 
wagons,  I  Avas  enabled  to  get  the  train  along  three  miles,  and  leaving 
it  with  a  guard  drove  tlie  mules  down  to  the  river  for  Avater.  The 
troops  got  through  and  were  camped  ou  the  banks  of  the  Powder 
Eiver,  where  the  train  was  brought  in  the  next  day. 

On  the  30th  I  sent  Lieutenant  Hoagland,  Second  Missouri  Light 
Artillery,  with  my  best  guide  and  twenty  men,  to  Tongue  Eiver  aud 
Panther  Mountains,  in  search  of  your  command  and  the  baseof  supplies 
to  be  established  there,  as  you  informed  me  in  your  letter  of  instruction 
of  July  4,  and  as  marked  ou  your  map  sent  to  me  by  special  messenger 
and  received  on  the  Loup.  They  returned  September  1,  after  an 
absence  of  three  days,  and  reported  that  they  had  traveled  fifty  miles 
directly  west,  over  a  country  impassable  with  my  trains,  ciossing  thirty- 
five  miles  from  my  camp  on  Powder  Eiver  the  bed  of  a  stream  nearly 
as  large  as  the  Powder  Eiver,  with  an  equally  extensive  valley,  and 
fifteen  miles  farther  west  ascended  the  side  of  a  mountain,  ])assed 
round  it  to  the  west  side  into  the  valley  of  a  smaller  stream,  all  of  these 
agreeing ])recisely  with  Tongue  River,  Pantlier  Mountains,  and  Eosebud 
Creek  as  laid  down  on  your  map.  They  reported  Tongue  Eiver  where 
they  struck  it  to  contain  an  abundance  of  water,  but  not  running,  but 
they  thought  it  to  be  runuing  at  some  distance  above.  In  the  valleys 
and  ou  Panther  Mountains  they  found  barely  enoughgrass  to  forage  their 
own  horses.  They  found  no  base  of  sup])lies  nor  indications  of  anyone 
having  been  there  before  them.  Immediately  on  their  return  the  com- 
mand w&s  put  on  less  than  half  rations.  Late  in  the  afternoon  a 
baud  of  about  300  Indians  attacked  our  horse  guards,  who  were  graz- 
ing the  horses  about  two  miles  from  camp,  aud  succeeded  in  runuing 
off  twelve  horses.  Parties  were  immediately  sent  in  pursuit,  who  fol- 
lowed them  until  after  dark,  and  the  Indians  dispersing  in  every  direc- 
tion among  the  hills  they  returned.  In  the  runuing  fight  my  loss  was 
4  killed  aud  2  wounded  (since  died).  The  Indian  loss  was  much 
greater.    Having  for  several  days  observed  a  large  columu  of  smoke 
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in  the  direction  Of  the  Yellowstone,  and  sujjposing  it  to  be  either  your 
command  or  a  large  Indian  village,  I  determined  to  move  down  Powder 
Eiver  to  it.  On  .the  2d  instant  1  moved  twenty-four  miles  and  camped 
without  grass,  and  on  examination  found  the  country  totally  impassa- 
ble a  few  miles  below.  In  the  night  a  cold  wind-storm  came  up,  and  I 
decided  to  move  back  to  grass,  which  I  did  on  the  next  day,  march- 
ing seventeen  miles  before  I  found  a  sufficient  quantity  for  the  com- 
mand. This  march  and  storm  cost  my  command  225  animals.  The  day 
following  camp  was  changed  for  grass,  moving  about  two  miles. 

In  the  afternoon  a  party  of  the  Twelfth  Missouri  Cavalry,  who  Avere 
in  the  camp  of  the  previous  day,  were  attacked  by  a  small  band  of 
Indians,  who  were  repulsed  and  pursued  down  the  river  ten  mile.s. 
Next  morning  after  daybreak  the  camp  was  attacked  by  a  large  body 
of  Indians,  estimated  to  be  about  3,000  strong.  After  five  hours'  light- 
ing they  were  repulsed  and  scattered  among  the  hills,  where  it  was 
impossible,  in  the  exhausted  condition  of  my  horses,  to  follow  them. 
I  continued  moving  up  Powder  River,  camping  wherever  grass  could 
be  found,  recuperating  and  resting  the  animals  by  short  marches.  On 
the  8th,  whilst  crossing  the  river,  a  messenger  froni  Colonel  Walker, 
commanding  Sixteenth  Kansas  Cavalry,  who  was  about  three  miles  in 
advance,  reported  that  he  was  attacked  by  between  3,000  and  4,000 
Indians,  who  were  driving  him  back.  I  immediately  corralled  my 
train  and  i)ushed  forward  with  my  command  to  his  assistance.  We 
drove  and  scattered  the  Indians  among  the  hills  and  camped  on  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  river  for  the  night,  expecting  to  be  again  attacked. 
During  the  night  a  storm  of  sleet,  snow,  and  rain  came  uiJ,  which  con- 
tinued without  abatement  for  thirty-six  hours.  On  the  9th  moved 
camp  into  a  heavy  piece  of  timber,  hoping  by  surrounding  them  with 
lii'es  to  save  my  stock,  which  in  their  famished  condition  suffered  most 
severely.  My  stock  at  this  time  had  been  about  sixty  days  without 
grain,  and  had  nothing  but  grass  and  cottonwood  to  live  upon  for  that 
length  of  time.  In  the  thirty-six  hours  the  storm  continued  414  animals 
died  at  the  picket  ropes  or  on  the  road  between  the  camps.  This 
necessitated  the  destruction  of  wagons,  cavalry  equipments,  a  large 
quantity  of  harness,  and  iill  tools  and  implements  not  absolutely  essen- 
tial to  the  command  and  which  could  be  taken  no  farther.  On  the 
10th,  the  storm  having  cleared  away,  I  crossed  the  river  above  the 
mouth  of  Little  Powder  Kiver  and  moved  up  the  east  bank,  passing- 
over  the  ground  from  which  a  large  Indian  village  of  from  1,500  to 
2,000  lodges  had  moved  very  recently.  Our  guides  pronounced  them 
to  have  been  Sioux,  Cheyennes,  and  Arapahoes.  So  short  a  time  had 
elapsed  since  they  left  I  am  satisfied  that  had  my  command  had  rations 
they  could  have  been  overtaken  and  the  village  destroyed.  The  com- 
mand by  this  time  were  reduced  to  less  than  one-quarter  rations  and 
were  eating  their  horses  and  mules.  After  the  15tlr  they  lived  almost 
entirely  on  horses  and  mules  until  the  night  of  the  lOth,  when  rations 
reached  me  from  Fort  Connor. 

The  Indians  were  still  seen  in  large  numbers  on  all  sides  beyond 
range,  and  but  once  showing  a  disposition  to  fight  us,  when  they  were 
repulsed,  with  a  loss  of  several  killed.  We  continued  our  march  up  the 
river,  crossing  and  recrossing  a  number  of  times,  passing  the  mouth 
of  Clear  Fork  on  the  14th  instant  and  Bandy  Fork  on  the  16th  instant. 
On  the  15th  a  messenger  and  three  men  arrived  with  a  disi)atch  from 
you,  and  on  the  following  morning  I  sent  him  back  with  Lieutenant 
Jones,  Second  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  and  fifteen  men  mounted  on 
my  best  horses,  to  you,  and  continued  my  march  to  Fort  Connor,  where 
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I  arrived  with  my  traius  on  tie  2(»tli  iustaut.  My  loss  in  tlie  several 
engagemeuts  with  the  Indians  is  as  follows:  Twelftli  Missouri  Cavalry, 
3  killed,  1  missing;  .Second  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  5  killed,  1  ofiicer 
slightly  wounded,  4  men  wounded  (3  since  died),  1  missing.  I  estimate 
tbe  loss  of  the  Indians  at  from  200  to  .100  killed  and  wounded  and  a 
large  number  of  ponies  killed  and  captured.  1  am  now  encamped 
about  two  miles  below  Fort  Connoi-,  with  tlirec-fourths  of  my  command 
dismounted.  Most  of  my  men  are  nearly  barefooted  and  iill  arc  suffer- 
ing for  clothing,  and  unless  supplied  soon  must  feel  most  severely  the 
approaching  fall  storms.  My  animals  are  rapidly  losing  flesh  and 
strength,  as  the  grass  since  the  frosts  have  struck  it  seems  worthless 
to  do  them  any  good.  Since  leaving  Omaha  I  Jiave  marched  my  com- 
mand a  distance  of  about  1,050  miles,  over  a  country  mostly  unknown 
and  unexplored. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  resi)ectfu]ly,  your  obedient 
servant, 

2^.  COLE, 
Col.  2d  Mo.  Light  Arty.,  Comdg,  Eastern  J)i'0.,  Indian  Expedition. 

Brig.  Gen.  P.  E.  Connor, 

Vommanding  District  of  the  Plains. 


Ko.  3. 
Report  of  Col.  Oliver   Wells,  Twelfth  Missouri  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Twelfth  Missouri  Cavalry, 

Fort  Connor,  Powder  River,  September  20, 1865. 

Lieutenant  :  In  obedience  to  orders  of  Colonel  Cole,  commanding 
Eastern  Division,  Indian  Expedition,  directing  me  to  forward  this  after- 
noon a  statement  of  the  operations  of  my  regiment  during  the  expedi- 
tion, I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following: 

From  the  1st  of  July,  the  date  on  which  the  command  moved  out 
from  Omaha,  until  tlie  present  I  have  marched  with  and  under  the 
immediate  orders  of  the  colonel  commanding,  having  in  no  instance 
been  detached  from  the  command.  My  rej)ort  can, 'therefore,  simply 
conii)rehend  the  skirmishes  in  which  the  regiment  has  been  engaged 
with  the  Indians,  and  our  losses  in  men  and  property,  resulting  from 
casualties  and  the  privations  of  the  march.  On  the  1st  of  September, 
tlie  command  being  on  the  east  side  of  Powder  Eiver,  a  iiortion  of  one 
company  met  a  party  of  Indians  about  four  miles  from  camp  on  our 
back  trail.  But  little  firing  was  done.  The  Indians  scattered  and  our 
men  did  not  pursue,  owing  to  the  inferiority  of  our  horses.  The  officer 
reports  one  Indian  shotand  having  fallen  from  his  horse.  On  the  same 
day  the  Second  Missouri  Artillery  encountered  the  Indians  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  river.  On  the  4th  of  September  the  Indians  attacked  a 
lieutenant  and  fourteen  men,  who  had  been  sent  to  the  camp  of  the  pre- 
vious day  on  Powder  River,  and  followed  him  to  the  command.  My 
whole  regiment  was  engaged  in  skirmishing  this  day,  in  front,  in  rear, 
and  on  our  flank,  yet  I  would  not  judge  there  were  over  150  Indians 
at  this  time  in  the  whole  ]>arty,  their  manner  of  fighting  and  irregular 
movements  making  it  very  difficult  to  judge.  On  the  following  morn- 
ing the  Indians  appeared  on  the  blufts  in  front  and  rear,  and  in  the 
valley  on  both  flanks  of  tlic  camp.  An  irregular  skirmishing  was  kept 
up  for  two  or  three  hours  before  the  command  moved  out,  and  the  artil- 
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lery  was  brought  to  bear  upon  some  ])omts  occupied  by  the  enemy. 
Their  number  at  this  time  was  variously  estimated  at  from  500  to  2,000 
men.  We  lost  2  uieukilled  and  had  1  man  severely  wounded.  I  have  uo 
satisfactory  evidence  that  over  4  or  5  Indians  were  killed  by  my  coui-^ 
mand.  Major  Landgraeber,  aecoiid  Missouri  Artillery,  in  command  ot 
the  rear  guard,  had  a  brisk  engagement  after  the  troops  had  vacated 
the  cauip,  and  I  believe  some  7  or  8  Indians  were  lelt  dead  on  the 
ground.  On  the  7th  of  September  a  party  of  our  hunters  met  about 
thirty  or  forty  Indians.  Oneof  our  men  was  killed  and  two  Indians  leit 
dead  on  theground  in  the  handsof  our  men,  and  another,  believed  to  be 
mortally  wounded,  was  carried  oil'  by  his  party.  The  advance  encoun- 
tered the  Indians  in  considerable  numbers  on  the  8th  of  September,  but 
I  was  this  day  in  the  rear  in  charge  of  tlio  train,  and  my  men  were  not 
engaged.  On  the  10th  the  Indians  nearly  enveloped  the  camp  as  the 
command  moved  out,  and  followed  on  our  tliuik  and  rear  until  about 
noon.  But  little  was  accomplished,  however,  and  much  useless  lirhig 
was  done.  The  Indianshad this  day  fouror  livegood  muskets.  Oneof 
our  men  was  slightly  wounded  and  three  Indians  were  shot,  but  carried 
off  by  their  comrades.  Our  total  loss  from  the  1st  is  3  meu  killed  and 
1  man  missing.  That  of  the  enemy,  as  far  as  I  know,  11  Indians 
killed.  The  loss  of  stock  in  my  regiment  has  been  severe,  amounting 
to  ir>6  horses  and  102  mules  died,  or  abandoned  and  shot.  We  have 
lost  none  by  tlie  Indians.  I  have  still  on  hand  131  horses  in  poor  con- 
dition and  19  six-mule  teams  in  good  condition. 

I  am,  very  respectfulh',  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

'  '  OLIVEIl  WELLS, 

Colonel,  Commandmg  Twcljth  Missouri  (Jaralrij. 

Lieut.  William  Uuethold, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


liTo.  4. 

BejJort  of  Maj.  Clemens  Laiuhjraehir,  iSccond  Missonri  Light  Artillery. 

Hdqus.  Second  Batt.,  Second  ]SrissouEi  Light  Arty., 

In  the  Field,  near  Fort  Connor,  ])al:  Ter.,  /September  SO,  1865. 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  rci)ort  that,  in  compliance  with  Si)ecial 
Orders,  No.  — ,  headquarters  Eastern  Division,  Indian  Expedition, 
dated  July  12, 18G5, 1  assumed  command  of  the  Second  Battalion,  Sec- 
ond Missouri  Light  Artillery,  acting  as  cavalry,  and  consisting  of  Bat- 
teries B,  O,  E,  and  M  of  said  regiment,  and  have  marched  from  the 
Loup  Fork  Eiver,  Kebr.  Ter.,  through  Nebraska,  Wyoming,  Montana, 
to  this  point  on  Powder  River,  Dak.  Ter.,  a  distance  of  nearly  1,200 
miles,  and  have  participated  in  the  iollowiug  engagements,  viz :  First, 
September  1,  on  Powder  liiver,  in  which  jiart  of  my  command  was 
engaged;  second,  on  the  evening  of  the  4th  of  September;  third,  oa 
the  morning  of  the  0th,  when  we  Avere  again  attacked  by  the  Indians 
and  fought  them  three  hours,  at  which  time  the  command  Avas  ordered 
to  march.  My  battahon,  being  detailed  as  roar  guard,  succeeded  in 
protecting  the  train,  and  fighting  the  entire  force  of  Indians  for  four 
hours,  killiLg  many  and  wounding  many  more,  who  succeeded  in  mak- 
ing their  escape.  Among  the  killed  was  one  Indian  chief.  As  soon  as 
he  was  killed  the  fighting  ceased  on  the  part  of  the  Indians.  Lieut. 
JI.  L.  Kelley,  of  Battery  B,  being  wounded  during  the  engagement  watj 
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the  only  casualty  on  our  side.  On  tbe  afternoon  of  the  8th  September 
we  were  again  engaged  five  hours  by  a  superior  force,  supposed  to  have 
been  near  3,000  or  4,000;  we  were  again  victorious  and  went  into  camp 
near  the  battle-field.  During  the  night  the  weather  suddenly  changed 
and  a  rain  set  in  and  turned  very  cold  and  chilled  and  killed  more  than 
half  the  stock  of  my  command.  It  reduced  my  stock  so  much  that  I 
was  forced  to  abandon  and  destroy  a  quantity  of  ordnance  stores  and 
quartermaster's  property,  such  as  saddles,  bridles,  men's  clothing, 
officers'  trunks,  for  want  of  transportation.  The  2'Oth  of  September 
arrived  at  the  fort,  having  lost  nearly  all  my  stock  and  much  of  my 
quartermaster's  property  and  ordnance  stores.  The  health  of  my  com- 
mand has  been  generally  good,  except  suffering  for  the  want  of  proper 
^  food  and  clothing.  1  herewith  inclose  the  official  reports  of  command- 
ing officers  of  batteries,  showing  the  loss  of  property  and  giving  an 
account  of  the  operations  of  their  respective  companies. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CLEM.  LANDGRAEBEE, 
Major,  Gomdg.  Second  Battalion,  Second  Missouri  Light  Artillery. 
Col.  N.  Cole, 

Commanding  Eastern  Division,  Indian  Expedition. 


Ko.  5. 


Report  of  Gapt.  Samuel  Flagg,  Battery  E,  Second  Missouri  Light  Artil- 
lery, commanding  Battery  B. 

Hdqrs,  Battery  B,  Second  Missouri  Light  Arty., 

In  the  Field,  near  Fort  Connor,  September  20, 1865. 
Battery  P.,  mounted  and  equipped  as  cavalry,  135  commissioned  offi- 
cers and  enlisted  men  strong,  with  109  horses  and  13  mules,  forming 
part  of  an  expedition  under  command  of  Col.  Nelson  Cole,  le(t  Omaha 
City  July  1,  1865,  marching  in  a  northwest  direction.  Private  William 
Dunbar  deserted  July  3,  1865.  Private  James  Craig  deserted  July  13, 
stealing  two  horses  fully  equipped.  On  the  night  of  July  14,  while 
camped  on  the  bank  of  Loup  Fork,  by  some  cause  unknown  a  general 
stampedeoccurred.  Recovered  all  our  horses  except  eight.  Onthei-'Oth 
of  same  month  in  another  stampede  lost  five  horses.  August  8,  left 
two  horses,  unfit  for  traveling,  on  theroad.  On  the  10th  of  same  montli 
left  one  crippled  mare.  August  20,  Private  J.  Clark  died  in  hospital,  of 
scurvy;  25th  of  same  month  Private  Christian  Senft  died  of  same  dis- 
ease. In  the  evening  of  September  1,  while  camped  near  Powder  River, 
the  band  was  attacked  by  a  band  of  200  or  300  hostile  Indians.  Next 
day  while  marching  down  Powder  River,  the  stock  having  suffered 
much  from  want  of  forage,  the  company  lost  9  horses  and  3  mules. 
September  3,  burned  all  ordnance  and  quartermaster's  stores  that 
could  be  spared,  being  unable  to  carry  it  for  want  of  transportation. 
September  4,  Private  H.  Grote  died  of  scurvy.  In  the  evening  of  same 
day  were  attacked  by  some  700  or  800  Indians.  In  the  morning  of 
September  5  were  attacked  by  about  900  Indians  of  different  tribes, 
who,  after  some  severe  fighting,  were  repulsed.  Second  Lieut.  H.  L.  Kel- 
ley  being  slightly  wounded.  During  the  night  of  September  8  lost  30 
head  of  horses  and  7  mules  from  cold.  On  the  9th  were  obhged  to  burn 
tents,  men's  clothing,  officers'  transportation,  papers,  desk,  &c.,and  ord- 
nance sto  res,  for  want  of  transportation.    On  the  8th,  in  a  bend  of  Powder 

25  R  R — VOL   XLVIII,  PT  I 


386  LOUISIANA   AND   THE   TEANS-MISSISSIPPI.  [Chap.  LX. 

River,  were  attacked  by  a  baud  of  from  2,000  to  3,000  Indians,  who 
were  rejiulsed,  with  heavy  loss.  On  the  lltli  received  twenty-four  head 
of  horses  of  Company  K.,  out  of  which  number  lost  ten.  Some  were 
butchered,  rations  being  very  low.  On  the  16th  of  September  Private 
r.  Hacke  was  accidentally  shot.  In  the  evening  of  September  19  the 
company  ariived  at  Fort  Connor.  Besides  burning  quartermaster's 
stores,  burned  one  wagon  and  abandoned  another  at  Little  Powder 
Itiver,  it  being  worn  out  and  broken. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

SAML.  FLAGG, 
Captain,  Second  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Coindg.  Battery  B. 


No.  6. 


Report  of  Lieut.    William  liinne,   Battery    (7,    Second  Missouri  Light 

Artillery. 

Office  Company  C,  Second  Missouri  Aetillekt, 
In  the  Field,  Powder  Eiver,  Dak.  Ter.,  September  20, 1865. 
Colonel:  I  have  to  report  that  seven  U.  S.  horses  were  left  on  the 
road  by  exhaustion  near  Omaha,  Nebr.  Ter.,  on  the  3d  day  of  July,  and 
four  horses  were  strayed  by  a  stampede  caused  on  the  15th  of  July. 
Three  horses  strayed  from  camp  on  the  17th  of  July.  Private  Nicolas 
Thomason,  with  one  horse  and  equipment,  was  missing  while  detailed 
on  flanking  duty  aud  was  supposed  captured  by  Indians  ou  the  I'Jth 
day  of  July.  One  horse  was  left  on  the  road  by  exhaustion  on  the  1st 
of  August.  One  horse  left  by  exhaustion  on  the  4th  and  one  on  the  oth 
day  of  August.  Three  horses  exhausted  and  left  on  tlie  13th;  one  on 
the  17th  and  one  on  the  18th  of  August.  Four  horses  exhausted  ou  the 
23d  of  August.  Eight  horses  exhausted  on  the  28th  day  of  August. 
Ten  horses  lost  by  exhaustion  on  the  4th  of  September.  Twenty  three 
horses  lost  by  exhaustion  through  cold  we.ather  and  starvation  on  the 
9th  day  of  September,  18G5,  and  eight  U.  S.  horses  were  lost  during 
the  cold  weather  in  September  through  exhaustion  besides  the  above 
specified,  of  which  I  cannot  give  a  correct  date  for  the  present.  lu  all 
I  have  lost  during  the  expedition  from  the  1st  day  of  July,  1865,  to  tlie 
I)resent  date  the  niimber  of  seventy-seven  U.  S.  horses.  The  marches 
and  other  matters  of  importance  connected  with  the  expedition, 
together  with  the  several  engagements  with  hostile  Indians  aud  the 
suflerings  of  my  men  for  want  of  clothing  and  provisions,  I  am  at  present 
not  able  to  report,  as  most  of  my  reports  and  papers  were  destroyed 
for  want  of  transportation. 

WM.  RINNE, 
First  Lieut.,  Comdg.  Battery  G,  Second  Missouri  Arty.  Vols. 
Col.  N.  Cole, 

Commanding  Second  Regiment  Missouri  Artillery  Volunteers, 


No.  7. 


Report   of  Lieut.  Louis   Holland,  Battery  E,   Second   Missouri   Light 

Artillery. 

Gamp,  in  the  Field, 
Wear  Fort  Connor,  September  20, 1865. 
Battery  E,  Second  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  received  orders  at  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  to  proceed  to  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  and  report  to  headquarters 
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Department  of  the  Missouri  June  3, 1865.  Left  Little  Eock  June  5, 
18G5,  by  railroad  for  Devall's  Bluff,  Ark.;  arrived  the  same  evening. 
Left  Devall's  Bluflf  June  6,  1865,  on  board  steam -boat  Albert  Pearce  for 
Saint  Louis,  Mo.  Arrived  at  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  June  11,  1865,  and 
reported  to  headquarters  of  department,  and  was  assigned  to  quarters 
in  Benton  Barracks.  Left  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  June  13,  1865,  under 
orders  issued  from  headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri,  for  Omaha, 
Nebr.  Ter.  Arrived  at  the  latter  point  June  26, 1865,  and  reported  to 
Col.  N.  Cole,  commanding  Eastern  Division,  Indian  Expedition.  July 
2,  1865,  left  Omaha,  Nebr.  Ter.,  for  the  interior  of  tlie  Territory.  July 
7,  1865,  passed  the  settlement  and  military  post  of  Pawnee  Eeserve. 
July  14,  1865,  a  stampede  occurred;  we  did  not  lose  any  of  our  stock. 
July  19,  1865,  a  stampede  took  place,  in  which  we  lost  four  head  of 
hoises;  time,  3  p.  m.  September  1, 1865,  participated  in  an  engage 
ment  with  the  Indians.  September  4, 1865,  burnt  ail  surplus  quarter- 
master and  ordnance  stores;  another  engagement  with  the  Indians; 
lost  seven  horses  from  the  effects  of  the  march  of  the  27th  and  28th  of 
August.  September  6, 1865,  were  in  an  engagement  with  the  ludians. 
September  8, 1865,  took  part  in  another  engagement  with  the  Indians. 
September  9,  lost  thirteen  horses  from  the  effects  of  starvation  and  the 
severity  of  the  weather.  September  10, 1865,  burnt  one  company  wagon 
and  all  the  surplus  clothing  of  the  men.  September  19,  1865,  arrived 
at  Fort  Connor,  having  lost  in  all  42  head  of  horses  and  12  mules.  The 
healtli  of  my  command  has  been  generally  good,  except  suffering  from 
the  want  of  i)roper  food  and  clothing. 

LOUIS  HOLLAND, 
First  Lieutenant,  Commanding  Battery  H,  Second  Missouri. 


No.  8. 


Report  of  Capt.  Edward  8.  Rowland,  Battery  K,  Second  Missouri  Light 
Artillery,  of  skirmish  September  1. 

Hdqbs.  Battery  K,  Second  Missouri  Light  Arty., 

In  the  Field,  Mont.  Ter.,  September  2,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  1st  day  of  September, 
1865,  my  camp  was  attacked  by  Indians,  and  in  compliance  with  orders 
from  headquarters  Eastern  Division,  Indian  Expedition,  I  at  once  pro- 
ceeded to  repel  the  attack  with  all  of  the  mounted  men  then  in  my 
camp,  seven  in  number.  On  arriving  at  the  point  of  attack  found  that 
the  Indians  had  succeeded  in  driving  off  a  number  of  horses.  I  imme- 
diately pushed  on  after  them,  and  on  arriving  at  a  point  seven  miles 
from  camp  discovered  a  strong  party  of  Indians,  about  fifty  in  num- 
ber, in  a  ravine.  I  at  once  attacked  them.  In  the  skirmish  I  lost  3 
men  killed  and  2  wounded.  A  much  larger  number  of  the  Indians 
were  killed  and  wounded.  Lieutenant  Ferian  of  my  company  fol- 
lowed with  a  small  number  of  men  and  by  a  different  route;  came  upon 
the  Indians  that  were  driving  the  horses  and  killed  two  and  wounded 
several  others. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gapt.,  2d  Mo.  Light  Arty.,  Comdg.  Batty.  K,  Mounted  as  Gav. 

Col.  N.  Cole,  ^      ^.  . 

Commanding  Eastern  Mmsion,  Indian  Expedition. 
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Below  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  names  of  killed  and  wounded: 
Sergt.  L.  L.  Holt,  Privates  Jesse  Easter  and  Abner  Garrison,  Company 
K,  killed ;  Sergt.  J.  L.  Duckett  and  Private  Eobert  W.  Walker,  Com- 
pany K,  wounded. 

E.  S.  ROWLAND, 
Captain,  Second  Missouri  Light  Arty.,  Comdg.  Company  K. 


No.  9. 


Report  of  Lieut.  John  H.  Kendall,  Battery  L,  Second  Missouri  Light 
Artillery,  of  skirmish  September  2. 

In  the  Field,  September  4,  1865. 
Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  result  of  a  skirmish 
with  a  part  of  my  company  and  some  Indians  on  the  2d  of  the  month : 
I  lost  two  men  killed.     My  men  killed  2  Indians  and  captured  2 
ponies  with  some  other  trophies.     The  men  killed  by  the  Indians  had 
been  out  hunting  and  were  returning. to  camp  when  attacked. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  H.  KENDALL, 
First  Lieut.,  Comdg.  Battery  L,  Second  Missouri  Light  Arty. 
First  Lieut.  William  Brethold, 

Adjutant  Second  Missouri  Light  Artillery. 


No.  10, 
Report  of  Capt.  George  W.  Williford,  Fifth   U.  8.  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Fort  Connor,  Dak.  Ter.,  August  29, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  compliance  with  orders  dated 
headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri,  April  21, 1865,  Companies  C 
and  D,  Filth  U.  S.  Volunteers,  embarked  on  steamer  J.  H.  Lacy  and 
proceeded  to  the  mouth  of  Niobrara  Eiver  for  the  purpose  of  escorting 
a  party  of  engineers  opening  a  wagon  road  from  that  point  westward. 
On  the  13th  of  June,  everything  being  in  readiness,  we  started,  march- 
ing from  ten  to  fifteen  miles  each  day.  On  the  16th  we  were  joined  by 
Lieutenant  Wood  and  twenty-four  men  belonging  to  Company  B,  First 
Dakota  Cavalry  Volunteers,  having  been  ordered  to  report  to  me,  and 
who  did  good  service  during  the  march,  scouting  on  our  flanks  aud 
searching  for  good  campiug  ground.  When  within  twenty  miles  of 
Powder  River  it  was  ascertained  by  our  guide  to  be  impossible  to  advance 
farther  in  the  direction  we  now  were  going,  the  roughness  of  the  country 
precluding  such  an  idea;  consequently  we  retraced  our  steps.  On  the 
second  day  of  our  retreat  we  were  attacked  by  several  thousand  Indian 
warriors,  who  kept  us  corralled  nearly  four  days  and  nights,  fighting 
through  the  day ;  and  at  night  the  enemy  would  withdraw  to  commence 
hostilities  again  at  early  dawn,  but  finding  every  eftbrt  to  capture  our 
train  aud  massacre  its  defenders  only  resulted  in  their  loss  of  manv 
killed  and  wounded  braves,  they  abandoned  the  siege  and  left  us  to 
pursue  our  journey  to  a  point  sixty  miles  farther  south,  where  we  struck 
General  Connor's  trail  on  the  22d  instant,  and  encamped.  On  the  23d 
our  command  was  found  to  be  only  fifteen  miles  from  Fort  Connor  and 
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received  orders  from  General  Connor  to  report  with  the  detachment  to 
that  post  for  duty.  The  order  relieving  me  ordered  Colonel  Kidd,  of 
the  Sixth  Michigan  .Cavalry,  to  furnish  a  suitable  escort  for  the  engineer 
party.  In  the  engagement  with  Indians  I  have  to  report  the  following- 
named  men  of  my  command  killed:  Orlando  Sous*  and  Anthony  Nel- 
son, privates  Company  B,  First  Dakota  Cavalry  Volunteers;  Nathaniel 
D.  Hedges,  citizen,  and  sutler  for  the  expedition.  Only  a  few  were 
wounded,  and  those  slightly. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  WILLIFORD, 
Captain,  Fifth  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding  Detachment. 
Capt.  George  F.  Price, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Rdqrs.  Dist.  of  the  Plains, 

Fort  Laramie,  Bah.  Ter. 


JUNE   24-30,   1865. — Operations    abont   Eock   Creek  Station  and   Seven- 
Mile  Creek,  Dak.  Ter. 

Report  of  Gapt.  Luther   Wilson,  First  Colorado  Cavalry. 

Fort  Collins,  Colo.  Ter.,  June  30, 1865. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions  received  from  the  colonel  com- 
manding South  Sub-District  of  the  Plains,  I  would  respectfully  make 
the  following  report  upon  the  scout  made  by  myself  and  thirty  men  of 
my  command  upon  the  route  and  vicinity  of  the  Overland  Mail  Line: 

Upon  the  evening  of  the  24th  of  June  I  received  news  of  Indians 
being  in  the  neighborhood  of  Stonewall  Station,  some  twenty  miles 
north  of  this  post.  I  immediately  proceeded  to  that  point  and  found 
the  rumor  to  be  false.  Hearing  of  trouble  above  I  continued  up  the 
road  to  Eock  Creek  Station,  where  I  ascertained  the  Indians  had 
attempted  to  run  ofl'  the  stock,  but  were  driven  oft'  after  a  sharp  fight 
by  the  men  at  that  point,  under  charge  of  Corporal  Ashley.  Whilst 
there  news  came  in  about  Indians  having  run  oft'  the  stock  belonging 
to  a  train  camped  on  Seven-Mile  Creek,  seven  miles  above  Little  Lara- 
mie. I  mounted  at  once  and  started  in  jjursuit.  After  a  severe  ride  of 
about  forty  miles  they  were  overtaken  with  the  stock,  all  of  which  was 
recap tuied,  with  the  exception  of  one  head  that  they  lost  before  they 
were  overtaken.  The  Indians  by  fast  riding  got  away.  Not  deeming 
it  prudent  to  proceed  any  farther,  the  command  returned.  Indians 
were  seen  in  all  directions,  but  we  were  not  molested  by  them.  Upon 
my  arrival  at  Kock  Creek  I  received  orders  to  return  to  Fort  Collins  by 
coach.  Whilst  coming  down  the  Indians  could  be  seen  on  both  sides 
of  the  road.  Two  men  in  a  light  wagon  were  run  into  Cooper's  Creek 
Station  by  nine  Indians,  barely  escaping  the  clutches  of  the  red  scoun- 
drels. On  reaching  Virginia  Dale  I  found  a  man  by  the  name  of  James 
Enos.  who,  whilst  out  hunting,  was  fired  upon  by  a  party  of  Indians, 
supposed  to  be  Arapahoes.  He  was  severely  wounded  in  the  back  by 
an  arrow.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  surgeon  he  cannot  live.  I  arrived 
at  this  post  on  the  evening  of  the  30th  of  June,  where  I  found  Maj. 
Henry  Norton,  Sixth  U.  S.  Volunteers,  who  has  relieved  me  in  the  com- 
mand of  the  post. 

•Appears  on  muster-rolls  as  John  Rousb. 
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Hoping  ray  action  in  tlie  above  will  meet  with  your  approval,  I  am, 
sir.  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

LUTHER  WILSOX, 
Gapt.  Go.  I),  Vet.  Batt.  First  Golo.  Gav.,  Comdy.  Gompantj. 
Lieut.  J.  S.  GiJAHAM, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

hiouth  Sub-District  of  the  Plains,  Denver,  Golo.  Ter. 


JUNE  29,  1865. — Skirmish  with  Indians  near  Fort  Dodge,  Kans. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Frederick  Hubert,  Fifth   U.  8.  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Hdqbs.  Detachment  Fifth  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

Fort  Dodge,  July  1,  18G5. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  on  the  29th  day  of  June, 
while  en  route  for  this  post,  at  the  hour  of  2  ji.  m.,  about  forty  Indians 
charged  upon  one  of  the  cattle  herds  belonging  to  a  Mexican  train,  killing 
two  Mexican  herdsmen  and  scalping  another,  at  some  GOO  yards  distance 
from  the  line  of  pickets.  As  soon  as  the  cry  of  Indians  rang  tbrough 
the  camp  I  had  the  mule  herd  driven  in,  formed  my  men  for  the  defense 
of  the  camp,  and  doubled  the  pickets  around  it.  The  Indians,  satis- 
fied with  the  mischief  done,  struck  across  the  road  within  two  miles  of 
camp  and  made  for  the  river.  They  did  not  succeed  in  driving  off  any 
stock,  notwithstanding  the  immense  amount  of  stock  in  the  command. 
The  entire  train  consisted  of  175  wagons  and  150  head  of  loose  stock. 
I  am  really  sorry  for  the  loss  of  the  lives  referred  to  above.  If  1  had 
had  any  means  to  pursue  the  devils  they  would  not  have  gone  away 
unpunished. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

F.  HUBERT, 
First  Lieutenant,  Gommanding  Detachment. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  King. 

Gommanding  Third  Sub-District  of  Upper  Arkansas. 


JUNE  30,  1865  —Skirmish  with  Indians  at  Rock  Creek,  Dak.  Ter. 

Report  of  Gol.  Garroll  H.  Potter,  Sixth  U.  S.  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  South  Sub-District  op  the  Plains, 

Denver,  Golo.  Ter.,  July  3,  1865. 
Have  just  received  report  from  Mr.  Spotswood,  agent  Overland  Mail 
Company,  from  Big  Laramie,  whicjli  says  that  on  the  30th  day  of  June 
the  Indians  ran  off  sixty  head  of  cattle  from  Rock  Creek  and  killed 
one  soldier.  Also  at  Willow  Springs  Station  they  have  stolen  all  the 
stock  belonging  to  stage  company,  with  one  Government  horse.  He 
reports  the  country  full  of  Indians.  I  have  not  received  a  report  from 
Lieut.  C.  E.  Lowes,  who  I  sent  up  the  road.  I  shall  use  every  endeavor 
with  the  troops  I  have  on  tlie  road  to  open  it  again.  If  the  companies 
of  cavalry  have  arrived  at  Camp  Collins  they  will  be  a  great  help. 

C.  H.  POTTER, 
Golonel  Sixth  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Gommandhu). 
Capt.  GT50RGE  F.  Price, 
Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,Dist.  of  the  Plains,  Fort  Laramie,  Dak.  Ter. 
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COERESPONDENCE,  ORDERS,  AND  RETURNS  RELATING 
TO  OPERATIONS  IN  LOUISIANA  AND  THE  TRANS-MIS- 
SISSIPPI STATES  AND  TERRITORIES,  FROM  JANUARY 
1,1865,  TO  MARCH  31,1865.* 

TJNION"   CORRESPONDIGlSrCIG,  KTC. 

City  Point,  Va.,  January  l,  1865, 
Major-General  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Army : 

Herewith  I  return  you  the  papers  addressed  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States  petitioning  to  laave  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  and  tlie 
Indian  country  ordered  to  be  evacnated  by  General  Canby  still  held.t 
My  understanding  was  that  General  Canby  oiily  ordered  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  territory  west  of  Little  Rock  because  General  Steele  failed 
to  supply  the  garrisons  in  that  country  whilst  it  was  possible.  It  seems 
from  General  Steele's  statement  that  there  is  no  difficulty  in  supplying 
Fort  Smith.  As  I  telegraphed  on  receipt  of  the  papers,  that  post,  at 
least,  should  be  held.  No  one  of  them  should  be  abandoned  when  ti'oops 
can  be  maintauied  until  theroads  get  so  thatfresh  supplies  can  be  thrown 
in.  I  presume  the  orders  have  gone  to  General  Reynolds  and  General 
Canby  to  hold  on  to  Fort  Smith  and  such  of  the  other  posts  ordered  to 
be  abandoned  as  he  can.  I  think  it  advisable  to  give  him  the  additional 
order  to  resume  possession  of  such  of  them  as  he  may  find  it  necessary 
to  abandon  for  the  winter,  at  the  earliCvSt  practicable  moment  of  sup- 
plying them  in  the  spring. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Southwest  Pass,  January  1,  1SG5. 

(Received  12  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  R.  S.  Canby: 

I  am  on  board  steamer  Morning  Star,  ordered  to  report  to  you  as 
special  commissioner.     Shall  arrive  to-night. 

W.  F.  SMITH, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


Hdqks.  Militaby  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  1,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  J.  Hereon,  TJ.  S.  Volunteers: 

Sir  :  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  state,  for 
your  information,  that  Special  Orders,  No.  151,  paragraph  4,  series  of 
1864,  from  these  headquarters,  is  hereby  so  far  modified  as  to  require 
you,  on  the  completion  of  the  duty  to  which  you  are  therein  assigned 
(and  after  having  availed  yourself  of  tlie  leave  of  absence  granted  by 
Special  Orders,  No.  267,  paragraph  2,  scries  of  1804,  from  headquarters 
Department  of  the  Gulf),  to  report  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Military 
Division  of  West  Mississippi,  in  tliis  city,  instead  of  at  headquarters 
District  of  Baton  Rouge  and  Port  Hudson. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

y^iy    'oy  y,i  c.  T.  CHRISTENSEN, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

.  For  Correspondence,  etc,  from  April  1,  1865,  tO'T""^^'"'  l«f''  ''f,',  J"'"*  "" 
t  See  Halleck  to  Grant,  December  28,  1864,  Vol.  XLI,  Part  IV,  p.  946. 


392  LOUISIANA   AND    THE   TRANS-MISSISSIPPI.  (Chap.  LX. 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Eeserve  Corps, 

Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  January  1, 1865. 
Brigadier-General  Dennis, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade,  Reserve  Corps: 
General  :  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform 
you  that  steamers  are  Avaiting  to  take  your  command  on  board.  He 
also  directs  tbat  you  move  to  the  landing  immediately  with  your  troops 
and  report  to  the  quartermaster  of  transportation,  who  will  designate 
vessels  for  embarkation.  Also  to  report  to  these  headquarters  as  soon 
as  all  your  command,  with  the  camp  and  garrison  equipage  and  land 
transportation,  are  on  board. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JUDSON  J.  HUNTLEY, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Eeserve  Corps, 

Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  January  1,  1865 — i.30  p.  m. 
Capt.  F.  W.  Fox, 

Assistant  A  d/jutant-  General  : 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  reply  to  your  communication 
just  received,  dated  3.30  this  p.  m.,  that  my  command  is  now  embark- 
ing and  will  be  ready  to  move  soon  after  dark.  All  possible  exertions 
are  being  made  to  get  the  troops  off  without  delay.  A  part  of  the 
fleet  will  be  compelled  to  coal  after  they  are  loaded. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELIAS  S.  DENNIS, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  ')  Hdqrs.  2d  Brig.,  Reserve  Corps, 

^  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

No.  4.  )  Memphis,  Tenn.,  January  1,  1865. 

Capt.  W.  E.  Kuhn,  assistant  adjutant-general,  having  reported  to 
these  headquarters  in  compliance  with  orders  from  the  Secretary  of 
\ .  dv,  he  i.s  hereby  announced  as   assistant  adjutant-general  of  this 
brigade,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Dennis: 

KICHAED  A.  KENT, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division, 

Little  Bock,  January  1,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  R.  West,  "    ' 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division: 
General:  The  detail  for  400  men  to  be  held  in  readiness  to  march 
on  the3d  ifistant,  with  rations  to  the  10th  instant,  inclusive,  has  been 
mad  1— three  hundred  men  from  the  First  Iowa  Cavalry  and  100  men 
from  the  Third  Missouri  Cavalry,  Maj.  J.D.J  enks.  First  Iowa  Cavalry 
to  command. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CYRUS  BUSSEY, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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Lewisburg,  January  1, 1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  D.  Green, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Little  Rock: 
I  Lave  ascertained  to  a  certainty  that  the  enemy  are  now  at  Beatty's 
Mill,  twenty-flve  miles  above  here,  with  1,200  or  1,500  men  and  three 
pieces  of  artillery.    I  believe  them  to  be  after  boats.    They  are  build- 
ing a  flat-boat. 

1.  W.  FULLER, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 


Lewisburg,  January  1, 18C5 — 8.15  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  D.  Green, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Little  Bock: 
My  messenger  from  Fort  Smith  just  arrived  and  reports  that  Colonel 
Judson  with  three  regiments  left  Van  Bureu  on  Thursday;  also  that 
two  colored  regiments  left  same  day  on  south  side  of  river  with  two 
pieces  of  artillery.  Alamo  has  arrived.  I  shall  hold  her  here  until  it 
is  safe  for  her  to  proceed.  The  enemy  were  at  Dardanelle  when  my 
messengers  passed  Norristown,  and  the  force  at  Beatty's  Mill  was  seen 
moving  toward  Dardanelle.  They  have  three  brass  pieces  drawn  by 
six  horses. 

L  W.  FULLER, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 


Lewisburg,  January  1,  1865. 

Colonel  Ryan, 

Little  Rock: 
Shelby  is  said  to  be  at  Dardanelle  with  one  piece  of  artillery  and  600 
men.  I  can't  answer  for  its  being  reliable.  Carrie  Jacobs  arrived  last 
night;  starts  back  at  daylight.  River  fell  four  inches  last  twenty  four 
hours.  Large  boats  can't  make  Fort  Smith;  light,  about  thirty  inches 
on  the  bars.    Happy  New  Year  to  you.    Send  up  some  hay  if  you  can. 

HENRY  WOOD, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Quartermaster. 


Adjutant-General's  Office, 

January  1,  1865. 

Commanding  Officer  at  Cairo,  III.  : 

Cairo  is  in  the  Northern  Department.    General  Canby's  command 
extends  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  River. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Special  Oedebs,  )        Hbqrs.  Department  op  the  Gulf, 

Ko.  2.  \  New  Orleans,  January  2,  1865. 

2.  The  detachment  of  the  First  Louisiana  Cavalry  now  at  Morganza 
will  proceed  without  delay  to  Batou  Rouge,  and  be  reported  by  the 
commaudiug  officer  to  Brigadier-General  Bailey.    The  quartermaster's 
department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 
By  command  of  Maior-General  Hurlbut : 

C.  S.  SARGENT, 
First  Lieut.,  Second  Louisiana  Vols.,  and  Act;/.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquaetbks  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Neiv  Orleans,  January  2,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Bailey, 

Baton  Rouge: 
The  First  Louisiana  Cavalry  at  Morganza  is  ordered  to  report  to  you 
at  Baton  Rouge. 
By  command  of  Maior-General  Hurlbnt: 

JOS.  HIBBEET,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

New  Orleans.  January  2,   1805. 

Brigadier-General  TJllmann, 

Commanding,  Morganza : 
You  will  send  that  portion  of  the  First  Louisiana  Cavalry  now  at 
Morganza  to  Baton  Rouge  to  report  to  Brigadier-General  Bailey.     The 
quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation, 
By  command  of  Major-General  Hurlbut: 

J.  C.  STONE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  Reserve  Corps, 

Military  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

Morganza,  La.,  January  2,  1805. 
The  Thirty-fourth  Iowa  and  One  hundred  and  fourteentli  Ohio  Infan- 
try will  immediately  embark  with  all  their  camp  and  garrison  equi- 
page. The  Thirty -fourth  Iowa  will  embark  in  the  Chouteau  and  the 
One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Ohio  in  the  Thomas.  Each  regiment 
will  immediately  draw  three  days'  additional  marching  rations.  To 
avoid  sickness  and  promote  the  health  and  safety  of  the  troops,  the 
commanding  officers  will  observe  the  regulations  for  troops  in  trans- 
ports, paragraphs  851  to  879,  inclusive,  of  the  Revised  Army  Regula- 
tions. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  C.  C.  Andrews: 

GEORGE  MONROE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Genekal  Orders,  )      Hdqrs.  Department  of  Arkansas, 

No.  1.  )  Little  Bock,  Ark.,  January  2, 1865. 

I.  The  post  and  defenses  of  Little  Eock  will  in  future  constitute  one 
command,  to  be  known  as  the  Post  of  Little  Eock. 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  F.  Salomon,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  appointed  to 
the  conimand  of  the  Post  of  Little  Eock. 

III.  The  troops  for  the  garrison  of  the  defenses  (to  be  hereafter 
assigned),  the  provost-marshal  of  the  post,  the  military  prison,  the 
enrolled  militia,  and  all  that  pertains  to  the  police  aud  good  order  of 
the  city  will  be  under  the  immediate  orders  of  the  post  commander. 

IV.  All  troops  in  the  vicinity  of  the  post  will,  when  within  the 
defenses,  conform  to  such  police  regulations  as  may  be  established  by 
the  post  commander. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Eeyuolds: 

W.  D.  GREEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )        Hdqr^  Department  of  Arkansas, 

No.  1.  )  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  January  2,  1865. 

I.  The  Fourth  Brigade  of  the  Reserve  Corps  (except  the  Ninety- 
sixth  Ohio  and  Thirty-fifth  Wisconsin  Infantry)  will  proceed  witliout 
delay  to  New  Orleans,  La.,  and  report  to  the  headquarters  Military 
Division  of  West  Mississippi.  The  commanding  ofldcer  of  each  tiaus- 
port  will,  on  arrival  at  Morganza,  report  by  telegraph  to  headquarters 
military  division  the  probable  hour  of  his  arrival  at  New  Orleans; 
also  the  strength  of  his  command.  The  quartermaster's  department 
will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds: 

JOHN  LEVERING, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  Qeneral. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Rock,  Ark.,  January  2,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  I.  W.  Fuller, 

Lewisburg,  Ark.  : 
Communicate  if  possible  with  the  two  colored  regiments  on  south 
side  of  river  and  direct  them  to  cross  to  the  north  side  if  practicable, 
and  warn  them  of  the  rebel  force  on  the  south  side  of  the  river. 
By  order  of  Mai.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds: 

JOHN  LEVERING, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Arkansas, 

January  2,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  Shaler, 

Commanding,  DevalPs  Bluff: 
Brigadier-General  West  will  communicate  with  you  in  reference  to 
guard  to  be  furnished  steamer  going  up  White  River.     You  will  fur- 
nish General  West  with  the  guard  he  desires  and  obey  his  instructions. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds: 
^  •'  JOHN  LEVERING, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hbajjquartebs  Depaetment  of  Arkansas, 

January  2,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen,  A.  Shaxer, 

Commanding,  DevalVs  Bluff: 
You  can  visit  Little  Rock  and  confer  witli  General  West  here  this 
p,  m.    He  will  be  notified  of  your  coming. 
By  order  of  Mai.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds: 

JOHN  LEVERING, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


LewisburCt,  January  5,  1865. 
Capt.  J.  H.  Pratt, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Little  Rock: 
Reliable  information  states  a  force  of  350  men  with  one  small  piece 
of  artillery.    General  Thayer  has  two  colored  regiments  coming  down 
on  the  south  side  of  the  river. 

HENRY  WOOD. 
\ 

Headquarters  Department  of  Mississippi, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  January  2, 1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Headquarters  Military 

Division  of  West  Mississippi,  New  Orleans,  La.. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  the  information  of 
the  major-general  commanding  division,  a  telegram*  from  Maj.  Gen. 
George  H.  Thomas,  commanding  Department  of  the  Cumberland  and 
temporarily  commanding  the  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi.  I 
presume  General  Thomas  refers  particularly  to  Colonel  Karg(5's  cavalry 
brigade,  which  I  found  under  orders  when  I  arrived  at  Memphis,  from 
his  chief  of  cavalry,  to  proceed  to  Nashville,  and  which  I  detained, 
together  with  the  detachments  of  the  Third  and  Fourth  Iowa  and  Tenth 
Missouri  Cavalry,  to  enable  me  to  comply  with  the  orders  of  Major- 
General  Halleck,  chief  of  staff,  to  cut  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad. 
I  request  that  the  two  infantry  divisions  under  command  of  Maj.  Gen. 
A.  J.  Smith,  formerly  the  First  and  Second  Divisions  (Right  Wing), 
Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  now  at  or  near  Nashville,  may  be  returned  to 
this  command,  to  give  me  a  small  movable  force.  These  troops  were 
under  your  orders  to  join  me  from  Missouri,  when  they  were  tempo- 
rarily diverted  to  re-enforce  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  J.  T.  DANA, 

Major-  General. 

[IndorBement.] 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  January  7,  1865. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

General  Thomas'  telegram,  in  terms,  embraces  all  the  troops  on  the 
east  bank  of  ttie  river  above  Port  Hudson,  except  three  regiments. 
The  infantry  cannot  be  replaced  by  any  troops  under  my  control.  The 
cavalry  can  be  replaced,  and  I  have  already  ordered  two  regiments 
from  the  Department  of  the  Gulf  to  report  to  General  Dana,  and  will 
make  up  the  deficiency  from  the  Department  of  Arkansas.    The  troops 

•  See  Vol.  XLV,  Part  II,  p.  341. 
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of  General  A.  J.  Sinitli's  command  will  be  very  useful,  if  they  can  be 
spared  from  General  Tbomas,  but  are  not  indispensable.  I  Lave  been 
making  provision  foj  this  contingency  by  diminishing  the  number  of 
posts  on  the  river,  and  reducing  the  works  at  others,  so  as  to  be  held 
by  smaller  garrisons. 

ED.  E.  S.  CANBY, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqes.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  2.  )  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  2, 1865. 

******* 
7.  Maj.  C.  H.  Gregory,  Seventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  is  hereby  assigned 
to  duty  as  chief  of  cavalry  and  acting  ordnance  officer  on  the  staff  of 
Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Ewing,  jr.,  commanding  Saint  Louis  District,  and 
will  report  forthwith  accordingly. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Dodge: 

J.  W.  BARNES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Pilot  Knob,  January  2,  1865. 
General  Ewing  : 

From  the  information  Captain  Leeper  brings  me,  and  from  all  that  I 
can  obtain  from,  citizens  coming  here  from  Northern  Arkansas,  I  am 
satisfied  the  rebel  leaders  in  that  section  are  making  an  effort  to  get 
all  their  men  into  camp  at  this  time.  Captain  Leeper  thinks  they  are 
to  meet  on  the  20fh  of  this  month.  If  possible  I  wish  you  would  send 
me  some  more  troops,  so  that  1  can  keep  scouting  parties  in  that  direc- 
tion. There  are  so  many  outposts  to  bold  that  I  have  no  men  left  for 
scouting  purposes. 

H.  M.  HILLEE, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Southwest  Missouri, 

No.  2.  )  Springfield,  Mo.,  January  2,  1865. 

I.  A  permanent  post  will  be  established  in  the  vicinity  of  Warsaw, 
Mo.,  on  thci  south  side  of  the  Osage  River. 

**»*«#* 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Sanborn : 

WM.  T.  KITTREDGE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Fort  Eilet,  Kans.,  January  2,  1865. 
Maj.  C.  S.  Charlot, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Dept.  of  Kansas,  Fort  Leavenworth  : 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  call  the  attention  of  the  general  com- 
manding to  the  following  extract  from  the  Eocky  Mountain  News,  a 
paper  published  at  Denver,  Colo.  Ter.    While  in  command  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Upper  Arkansas  I  had  the  honor  to  report  to  the  general  com- 
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mandiug  that  in  luy  opinion  tbe  Indians  would  gather  in  the  locality 
mentioned  in  this  extract,  and  also  recommended  a  permanent  force  on 
the  Republican^  as  suggested. 

Respectfully  forwarded  through  headquarters  District  of  Upper 
Arkansas. 

THE   SECOND    COMING. 

It  affords  us  especial  gratification  to  announce  that  His  Excellency  Governor 
Evans  has  received  positive  assurances  from  the  proper  authorities  that  the  Second 
Kcgiment  of  Colorado  Volunteers  shall  be  sent  to  the  plains  to  join  in  the  Indian 
Ciiujpaign.  They  are  already  in  Kansas,  a  portion  of  them  at  least  as  far  west  as 
Fort  Kiley,  and  tlie  probabilities  are  that  they  will  at  once  advance  into  the  Indian 
country.  They  are  veterans,  well  appointed  and  equipped,  and  will  prove  a  power- 
fully eftective  force  against  the  redskins.  They  are  exactly  at  the  right  starting 
point  and  at  the  right  time.  Their  recent  terrible  defeat  on  S.andy  Creek  has  driven 
the  savages  eastward  upon  the  Lower  Smoky  Hill  and  Republican  Rivers.  The 
Second  is  near  where  the  two  unite  to  form  tho  Kansas,  and  can  at  once  move 
up  one  or  the  other  or  both  of  their  valleys.  A  prompt  movement  will  doubtless 
enable  them  to  give  the  red  devils  another  sound  trouncing,  which  will  efl'ectually 
close  the  Indian  war  between  the  Platte  and  Arkansas.  Another  step  that  cannot 
be  undertaken  a  moment  too  soon  is  the  establishment  of  a  strong  military  post  in 
that  middle  country.  A  good  fort,  well  garrisoned,  with  a  cavalry  force,  on  the 
Smoky  Hill  or  Republican  Rivers,  would  at  once,  break  up  tho  Indian  rendezvons 
thereabouts,  and  drive  those  who  are  hostile  beyond  the  two  great  rivers.  We  won- 
der that  the  War  Department  has  so  long  overlooked  the  necessity  for  its  estab- 
lishment. 

Very  respectiully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  S.  HENNING, 
Maj.,  Third  Wis.  Cav.  Voln.,  Gomdg.  Detach.  Third  Win.  Cav.  Vols. 


Headqxjaeteks  Eastern  Sub-District  of  Nebraska, 

Fort  Kearny,  Nehr.  Ter.,  January  2,  1865. 
Maj.  C.  S.  Charlot, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  JJept.  of  Kansas,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. : 
(Through  headquarters  District  of  Nebraska.) 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  military  oper- 
ations in  this  sub-district  for  the  month  of  December,  1864.* 

Tlie  inclemency  of  the  weather  and  tlie  serious  deficiency  in  cloth- 
ing have  to  a  great  extent  prevented  the  troops  of  this  coniniand  from 
making  as  extended  reconnaissances  as  I  desired.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  a  full  supply  of  clothing  for  the  men  could  not  be  obtained  in  due 
season.  \'ou  will  observe  that  the  detachments  sent  out  agree  in  dis- 
covering trails  and  signs  of  Indians  as  they  approach  the  Solonaon 
River;  and  although  no  camp  of  hostile  Indians  has  been  found,  I  am 
convinced  that  a  large  encampment  of  Oheyeniies  is  on  or  near  the 
South  Branch  of  that  river.  The  following  is  a  rd'sume  of  scouts  had 
during  the  month  of  December :  8th,  1864,  Capt.  Thomas  J.  Majors,  First 
Nebraska  Cavalry  Veteran  Volunteers,  commanding  post  Plum  Creek, 
Nebr.  Ter.,  reports  that  a  train  of  tliree  wagons,  eighteen  men,  was 
attacked  at  sundown  by  about  100  Indians  six  miles  east  of  that  post. 
Men  took  refuge  iii  a  deserted  ranch  and  repulsed  the  Indians.  Sent 
Capt.  S.  M.  Curran,  Company  E,  First  Nebraska  Cavalry  Veteran  Vol- 
unteers, with  the  squadron  to  the  scene  of  the  affair.  Indians  fled 
south  and  command  returned.  December  13, 1804,  Capt.  S.  M.  Curran 
Company  E,  First  Nebraska  Cavalry  Veteran  Volunteers,  Plum  Creek^ 

See  also  Itinerary,  Vol.  XLI,  Part  I,  p.  980. 


CaiP.LX.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  399 

Nebr.  Ter.,  reports  that  scout  of  seven  men  returned  last  evening. 
Eeports  having  seen  about  forty  Indians  forty  miles  south  of  t])at  post. 
December  19,  18G4,.Capt.  T.  J.  Majors,  commanding  post  Plum  Creek, 
Nebr.  Ter.,  reports  that  in  obedience  to  telegraphic  order  from  head- 
quarters Eastern  Sub-District  of  Nebraska,  he  moved  from  that  post 
on  the  morning  of  the  13th  with  thirty  men  and  one  howitzer  from  post 
Plum  Creek,  and  lifty  men,  under  command  First  Lieut.  John  P.  Mur- 
l)hy.  Company  P,  Pirst  Nebraska  Cavalry  Veteran  Volunteers,  from 
])OSt  Port  Kearny,  Nebr.  Ter.  Detachment  from  Plum  Creek  with  the 
howitzer  moved  due  south  to  headwaters  of  Spring  Creek.  With  the 
detachment  under  Lieutenant  Murphy,  moved  enst  eight  miles,  then 
southwest  to  headwaters  Spring  Creeifc,  there  meeting  the  detachment 
from  Plum  Creek;  thence  down  Spring  Creek  fifteen  miles  and 
camped.  Marched  at  daylight- on  the  14tli;  crossed  the  Eepublican 
River;  scouted  up  and  down  this  stream,  finding  no  Indian  signs. 
Then  nioved  south  to  Beaver  Creek,  crossing  Little  Beaver;  followed 
up  Beaver  Creek  thirty-five  miles  and  camped.  Here  found  an  Indian 
trail  leading  due  south,  about  two  days  old.  On  the  15th  continued  the 
march  up  tliis  stream  ten  miles  and  struck  the  Curtis  trail,  which  was 
followed  north  to  the  Eepublican,  where  the  command  camped.  On 
the  IGtli  returned  to  post  Plum  Creek  without  making  any  discoveries 
of  any  importance.     Whole  distance  traveled  160  miles.    December  21, 

1864,  Capt.  John  Wilcox,  Company  B,  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry,  com- 
manding post  O'Fallon's  Bluffs,  Nebr.  Ter.,  reports  that  scout  started 
from  that  post  on  the  15th,  moving  south  forty  miles  to  Willow  Creek; 
■thence  down  that  stream  to  its  junction  with  the  Eepublican  sixty 
miles;  thence  up  the  Eepublican  ten  miles;  saw  no  recent  signs  but 
of  small  hunting  or  scouting  parties  of  Indians.  Heavy  snow-storm 
cajiie  on  and  scout  returned  to  post  O'Fallou's  Bluffs.  December 
21,  1864,  Capt.  E.  B.  Murphy,  Company  A,  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry, 
commanding  post  Alkali,  Ncbr.  Ter.,  reports  that  scout,  consisting 
of  one  sergeant  and  seventeen  men  of  his  company,  started  from 
that  post  on  the  IGth,  south  to  head  of  Spring  Branch,  forty-five 
miles,  and  camped.  On  the  17th  moved  down  to  White  Man's  Fork 
and  doMU  that  stream;  thence  across  to  main  branch  of  White  Man's 
Fork ;  from  thence  to  Stinking  Water,  and  from  its  mouth  to  its  source, 
and  from  there  returned  to  post  Alkali.  Saw  no  Indians,  but  plenty 
fresh  signs.     Absent  four  days;  two  nights  without  fuel.    January  2, 

1865,  Col.  S.  W.  Summers,  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry,  commanding  post 
Port  Cottonwood,  reports  that  scout  sent  oat  from  that  post  came 
across  fifty  Indian  warriors  on  the  divide  between  the  Beaver  and 
Solomon  Elvers,  125  udles  southwest  of  that  post.  War  party  was 
traveling  northeast  toward  Plum  Creek. 

In  addition  to  the  above  numerous  small  parties  acting  as  secret 
patrols  liave  been  sent  out  from  tlie  various  posts,  with  a  view  to  dis- 
covering encampments  of  hostile  Indians,  under  instructions  to  travel 
at  night  and  conteal  themselves  in  canons  during  the  day.  The  reports 
from  these,  witli  the  exception  of  the  one  which  returned  to  Cotton- 
wood on  the  1st  instant,  are  uninteresting.  The  severely  cold  weather 
and  the  promptness  with  which  every  Indian  raiding  party  has  been 
met  by  our  troops  seem  to  have  discouraged  the  Indians  in  their 
attempts  to  murder  and  plunder  travelers  on  this  road  durmg  the  past 
month.  I  have  no  doubt,  however,  that  they  will  return  as  soon  as  the 
weather  is  propitious.  No  1  osses  to  us  or  the  travelers  on  the  road  and 
no  stoppage  of  the  mail  have  occurred  in  the  time  reported  for.  All 
work  on  the  fortifications  at  the  posts  of  this  sub-district  has  been 
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suspended  by  the  severity  of  the  weather,  the  thermometer  on  one 
occasion  indicating  as  low  as  23°  below  zero,  rendering  it  impossible  to 
work  outside.  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that 
credible  reports  have  reached  these  headquarters  to  the  effect  that  the 
remnants  of  those  bands  of  Indians  lately  defeated  by  Col.  J.  M,  Chiv- 
ington,  First  Cavalry  Colorado  Volunteers,  on  the  Big  Sandy,  have 
sent  runners  to  the  northern  and  western  Indians,  and  these  latter  have 
entered  into  a  coalition  with  them  against  the  whites.  The  Blackfeet 
tribe,  which  has  the  reputation  of  being  a  very  war-like  people,  has 
joined  in  this  offensive  treaty  against  us,  and  next  spring  will  undoubt- 
edly see  a  more  vigorous  warfare  on  the  part  of  Indians  than  we  expe- 
rienced last  summer,  or  is  generally  anticipated.  On  December  6, 1864, 
I  ordered  the  garrison  of  Junction  Station  to  abandon  that  post  and 
report  for  duty  at  Fort  Kearny,  ISTebr.  Ter.  This  iwst  was  of  no  mili- 
tary importance,  and  the  troops  composing  the  garrison  being  militia 
whose  terms  of  service  expired  on  the  9th  instant,  I  withdrew  them  as 
a,  matter  of  economy  and  convenience. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  E.  LIVINGSTON,^ 
Colonel  First  Regiment  Nebraska  Cavalry  Vet.  Vols., 

Comdg.  Eastern  Sub-District  of  Nebraska. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

No.  1.  )  New  Orleans,  La.,  January  3,  1865. 

1.  It  has  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  commanding  general  that 
private  boats  plying  on  the  Mississippi  Eiver  and  its  tributaries  have 
landed  and  engaged  in  unlawful  trade  with  the  enemy  at  points  not 
under  the  supervision  of  troops  or  gun-boats,  and  without  the  permits 
and  safe-conducts  required  by  existing  regulations.  In  all  such  cases 
military  commanders  are  directed,  and  naval  commanders  are  requested, 
to  cause  the  boats  to  be  seized,  and  with  the  master  or  other  responsi- 
ble officer  turned  over  to  the  nearest  military  authority  for  trial,  under 
paragraph  6  of  the  executive  order  of  September  24:,  1864,  and  para- 
graph 12  of  General  Orders,  No.  80,  series  of  1864,  from  these  head- 
quarters. 

2.  Under  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  2, 
1864,  no  permits  for  the  transportation  of  products  of  insurrectionary 
districts,  or  for  supplies,  under  article  38  of  the  Treasury  Regulations 
of  July  29, 1864,  can  be  given  unless  the  points  from  and  to  which  the 
products  or  supplies  are  to  be  transported  are  within  the  lines  of  actual 
occupation  by  the  military  forces  of  the  United  States,  as  indicated  by 
the  published  orders  of  the  commanding  general  of  the  department  or 
district  so  occupied.  All  products  or  supplies  found  moving  in  viola- 
tion of  this  law  will  be  seized  and  turned  over  to  theuurchasing  agents 
of  the  Treasury  Department  for  the  district  in  which  they  were  found. 

3.  To  prevent  any  misunderstanding  or  conflict  of  authority  under 
the  preceding  paragraphs,  it  is  announced  that  the  enforcement  of  the 
blockade  on  water  devolves  on  the  navy,  and  of  non-intercourse  on 
land  upon  the  army,  and  the  seizures  and  arrests  therein  directed  will 
be  made  by  military  commanders  only  when  the  boats  are  within  the 
limits  of  tlieir  jurisdiction  at  military  posts  or  when  engaged  in  oper- 
ations in  the  field.  In  other  cases  the  commander  of  the  naval  district 
will  be  notified  and  requested  to  cause  the  boats  and  parties  to  be 
seized  and  sent  in  for  trial. 
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4.  lu  answer  to  applications  for  information  and  complaints  of  exac- 
tions and  other  wrongs  by  speculators,  it  is  announced  that  persons 
who  own  or  control  .products  of  insurrectionary  districts  are  permitted 
to  come  within  the  lines  for  the  purpose  of  disposing  of  their  products 
under  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  2, 1864, 
and  that  a  pass  in  the  form  prescribed  in  General  Orders,  JSo.  80,  will 
insure  their  protection,  unless  forfeited  by  bad  faith  in  procuring  the 
pass  or  by  misconduct  while  within  our  lines. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  E.  S.  Cauby: 

C.  T.  CHKISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Geneeax  Oeders,  )  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

No.  2.  1  JVeHi  Orleans,  La.,  January  3,  1865. 

1.  The  District  of  Natchez  will  comprise  the  country  east  and  west 
of  the  Mississippi  River  south  of  the  thirty-second  degree  of  latitude 
and  north  of  the  mouth  of  the  Red  River. 

2.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Davidson,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  District  of  Natchez,  and  will  report  direct  to  the 
headquarters  Department  of  Mississippi. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  E.  S.  Oanby: 

0.  T.  CHEISTENSBN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Oedees,  )   Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

No.  3.  )  Wew  Orleans  J  La.,  January  3,  1865. 

******* 

VII.  Special  Orders,  No.  205,*  paragraph  6,  series  of  1864,  from  these 
headquarters,  is  hereby  so  far  modified  as  to  require  the  First  Louisiana 
Cavalry,  the  First  Texas  Cavalry,  and  the  Second  New  York  [Veteran] 
Cavalry  to  report  for  orders  to  the  commanding  general  Department  of 
the  Gulf. 

*  •  *  «  « 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  R.  S.  Canby: 

C.  T.  CHRISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

New  Orleans,  January  3,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  T,  Christensen, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
I  have  the  honor  to  call  the  attention  of  the  major-general  command- 
ing division  to  the  following  state  of  facts:  During  the  last  year  the 
plantations  on  the  Mississippi  River  have  been  leased  to  irresponsible 
speculators.  Their  crops  having  failed,  they  have  run  away.  The 
mockery  of  State  government  now  existing  here  is  powerless  to  assist 
in  the  necessary  repairs  of  levees.    The  negro  resident  population  has 

'  See  Vol.  XLI,  Part  IV,  p.  764. 
26   R  R— VOL   XLVIII,  PT   I 
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been  carried  off.  The  levees  must  be  repaired,  and  that  at  once,  as  a 
military  necessity,  to  preserve  our  communications  and  as  a  measure  ot 
'lumanity,  as  well  as  policy,  to  save  vast  distress.  The  estimates  betore 
me  show  the  necessity  of  constructing  200,000  cubic  yards  at  a  cost, 
probably,  of  $80,000.  I  have  directed  publication  to  be  made  nmting 
the  doing  of  this  work  by  contract,  thus  employing  many  idle  people 
and  furnishing  the  work  in  better  shape  from  the  skill  and  ability 
likely  to  be  employed  of  men  conversant  with  this  work.  I  recommend 
that  application  be  made  to  Congress  through  Secretary  of  War  for  a 
special  appropriation  for  this  purpose,  to  be  paid  to  and  disbursed  by 
the  proper  quartermaster's  ofiace.  I  will  forward  copies  of  reports  and 
estimates. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Weto  Orleans,  La.,  January  3,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  A.  Hurlbtjt, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf,  New  Orleans,  La. : 
Sir:  The  major-general  commanding  desires  that  Brigadier -General 
McKean  be  instructed  to  furnish  such  troops  as  can  be  spared  without 
detriment  to  military  operations,  to  report  to  the  engineer  ofiQcer  in 
charge  of  the  defensive  works  at  Pensacola,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
completed  as  soon  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  CHEISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

No.  3.  )  New  Orleans,  January  3,  1865. 

m  *  *  ^  *  *  * 

9.  Brig.  Gen.  E.  J.  Davis,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  assume  command 
of  the  cavalry  arriving  at  Greensville,  La.,  and  superintend  its  embark- 
ation for  Baton  Eouge,  La.  Having  completed  this  duty  he  will  pro- 
ceed to  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  and  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  Bailey, 
commanding  Cavalry  Division,  Department  of  the  Gulf,  for  assignment 
to  duty. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Hurlbut: 

C.  S.  SARGENT, 
First  Lieut.,  Second  Louisiana  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


General  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  3d  Brig.,  Reserve  Corps, 

>  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

No.  1.  )  Morganza,  La.,  January  3,  1865. 

In  pursuance  of  Special  Orders,  No.  305,  paragraph  G,  dated  head- 
quarters Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi,  New  Orleans,  La., 
December  4,  1804,  the  undersigned  hereby  assumes  command  of  the 
Third  Brigade,  Reserve  Corps.  The  following  officers  are  announced 
on  the  staff  of  the  brigadier-general  commanding :  Capt.  George  Mon- 
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roe,  assisi  ant  adjutant-general ;  Lieut.  E.  T.  Chainplin,  Third  Minne- 
sota Veteran  Volunteers,  aide-de-camp;  Lieut.  H.  D.  Pettibone  Third 
Minnesota  Veteran  Volunteers,  aide-de-camp;  Lieut.  John  McAiidrew 
iliirty-tourth  Iowa  Volunteers,  acting  assistant  quartermaster.  ' 

C.  0.  ANBUEWS, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Gulf, 
^  .     ^        _  -STew  Orleans,  January  3,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  L.  Andrews, 

Baton  Rouge,  La,: 
General:  The  battalion  of  the  Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry  that  was 
retained  in  Missouri  is  now  eu  route  for  this  department.    It  will  be 
stopped  at  Baton  Rouge  and  join  the  Cavalry  Division. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Hurlbut: 

C.  S.  SARGENT, 
First  Lieut.,  Second  Louisiana  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Washington,  D.  C,  January  3,  1865—3.10  p.  m. 

(Received  lOth.) 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds, 

lAttle  Bock,  Ark.,  via  Cairo,  III.  : 
LieutenantGeneral  GraTit  directs,  should  Fort  Smith  and  posts  in 
vicinity  have  been  abandoned  befon;  receiving  his  orders,  they  will  be 
reoccupied  as  early  as  the  garrisons  cau  be  supplied. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Arkansas, 

January  8,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi,  N'ew  Orleans,  La.: 
Communication  of  l!6th  ultimo  received.*  The  Fourth  Brigade  of 
Reserve  Corps  will  be  sent  down  immediately,  excepting  the  Ninety- 
sixth  Ohio  Volunteers,  at  mouth  of  White  River,  and  Thirty-fifth  Wis- 
consin Volunteers,  at  Devall's  Bluff.  It  is  proposed  to  retain  the  lat- 
ter regiment  in  tliis  department  by  substituting  another  to  take  its 
place  in  the  brigade,  which  will  be  determined  soon  as  possible. 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 

Major-General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Post  op  Little  Rock, 

No.  1.  )  Little  Bock,  Ark.,  January  3, 1865. 

1.  In  obedience  to  General  Orders,  No.  1,  current  series,  from  head- 
quarters Department  of  Arkansas,  the  undersigned  hereby  assumes 
command  of  the  Post  of  Little  Rock,  with  headquarters  in  U.  S.  Arse- 
nal buildings. 

*  See  Vol.  XLI,  Part  IV,  p.  934. 
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II.  Maj.  George  W.  Burchard,  Fifty-fourth  IT.  S.  Colored  Infantry, 
will  act  as  assistant  adiutaut- general  until  further  orders. 

F.  SALOMON, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


Lewisburg,  January  3,  1865 — 11.25  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  D.  Green, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
Enemy  still  at  Dardanelle.  They  attempted  to  cross  a  force  at  two 
or  three  different  places  yesterday,  but  my  force  prevented  them.  The 
enemy  expect  Coffee  and  Witt  to  come  to  their  assistance  from  White 
Eiver.  Had  1 500  or  600  cavalry  with  the  force  I  have  I  could  capture 
or  drive  them  off. 

I.  W.  FULLER, 
TAeutenant-  Colonel,  (Jommanding, 


Headquarters  Indian  Brigade, 
Fort  Gibson,  C.  N.,  January  3,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Thayer, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Frontier,  Fort  Smith,  Arlc. : 

Sir :  Your  dispatches  of  the  2d  received  late  tonight.  The  Fifty- 
fourth  Colored  train  is  ordered  out  in  the  morning.  The  other  train 
started  yesterday  with  tlie  First  Arkansas  Infantry.  I  also  sent  a 
detachment  witli  oxen  for  the  battery,  and  what  teams  we  had,  under 
the  instructions  I  first  received.  I  received  yesterday  a  dispatch  from 
post  commandant  at  Fort  Scott  notifying  that  the  other  trains  will  leave 
that  post  to-day  with  very  small  escort.  I  ordered  300  men  and  one 
howitzer  to  marcli  to  it  last  night,  under  Maj.  James  A.  Phillips,  of  the 
First  Indian  Eegiment.  To-morrow  morning  I  shall  send  an  additional 
force,  to  re-enforce  it,  with  the  refugee  train  going  up.  River  falling 
and  fordable.  A  few  secesh  scouts  seen  on  south  branch  of  river  thirty 
miles  below. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  PHILLIPS, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Washington,  January  3, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  M.  Bodge, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.: 

General:  I  have  received  your  application  for  four  companies  of 
engineers  for  building  block-houses  and  stockades  at  railroad  bridges. 
Ajjplication  was  made  to  Congress  last  year  for  authority  to  the  Presi- 
dent to  raise  engineer  troops  as  well  as  cavalry,  infantry,  and  artillery, 
but  it  was  limited  in  the  law  to  a  single  regiment,  to  be  attached  to 
General  Thomas'  command.  Nearly  all  the  old  engineer  troops  are 
with  General  Grant  before  Richmond  and  cannot  be  spared.  As  the 
block-houses  built  in  that  department  when  I  was  in  command  were  all 
constructed  -without  engineer  troops,  it  is  supposed  that  they  can  be 
rebuilt  in  the  same  way.  At  any  rate,  no  engineer  troops  can*  be  sent 
to  you  till  Congress  authorizes  the  President  to  raise  them. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK,  • 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  3, 1865. 
Post  Adjutant, 

Post  of  Saint  Louis,  First  Sub-District,  Saint  Louis: 
Sib  :  In  accordance  witli  Special  Orders,  No.  23,  issued  in  compli- 
ance with  circular  orders  from  department  headquarters,  "  to  aid  in 
selecting  the  positions  and  planning  the  defenses  of  the  works  neces- 
sary to  secure  the  military  posts,  railroad  stations,  and  bridges  where 
troops  are  stationed  in  this  sub-district,"  1  proceeded  to  visit  the  sev- 
eral stations  and  bridges  on  the  Pacific  Railroad  from  Saint  Louis  to 
Hermann,  and  the  Southwest  Branch  as  far  west  as  the  Meramec 
Bridge  No.  2,  near  Moselle  Station.    Between  Saint  Louis  and  Frank- 
lin, a  distance  of  thirty-seven  miles,  the  bridges,  station-houses,  and 
water-tanks  are  all  standing,  as  Price  did  not  extend  his  raid  east  of 
that  place.    At  all  the  principal  bridges  to  that  place  there  are  good 
and  substantial  block-houses,  which  were  built  by  Groverniuent  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  these  bridges.    There  are  no  troops  at  any  of 
these  stations  at  the  present  time,  they  having  been  withdrawn  some 
time  since.    Between  Franklin  and  Hermann,  on  the  main  branch  of 
the  road,  there  are  five  bridges,  viz :  Saint  John's,  180  feet  spau ;  Bceuf, 
100  feet  span,  with  approaches  of  35  feet  span;  Big  Berger,  120  feet 
span;   Little  Berger,  9(»  feet  span;  Hermann,  110  feet  span.     These 
bridges  were  all  burned  with  the  exception  of  the  Saint  John's  bridge. 
The  station  houses,  block-houses,  and  water  tanks  were  also  destroyed. 
At  Hermann  the  bridge  has  been  replaced  by  an  excellent  new  Howe 
bridge.    The  water-tank  has  been  rebuilt.    The  other  bridges  have  been 
temporarily  replaced  by  trestle-bridges.    There  are  no  troops  at  any 
of  these  stations,  nor  are  there  any  block-houses  or  stockades  for  the 
protection  of  these  structures.    On  the  Southwest  Branch  road  from 
Franklin  to  Moselle  Station,  the  last  bridge  within  the  limits  of  this 
sub-district,  there  are  five  bridges,  viz.  Brush  Creek,  110  feet  span; 
Meramec,  No.  1,  four  spans  of  110, 140,  165,  and  110  feet,  respectively; 
Oalvy  Creek,  110  feet  span;  trestle-work,  560  feet  in  length,  and  Mera- 
mec, No.  2,  of  three  spass  of  110, 1 65,  and  1 10  feet,  respectively.    These 
were  all  burned  with  the  exception  of  the  trestle-work  and  the  bridge 
at  Calvy  Creek.    They  have  been  replaced  by  trestle  bridges  which 
can  be  but  temporarily  [usedj.    The  two  bridges  across  the  Meramec 
will  probably  be  swept  away  by  high  water  the  coming  spring.     At  the 
Meramec  bridge  No.  1  there  is  a  log  stockade  and  several  log  cabins. 
These  are  occupied  by  a  corporal  and  nine  men  of  the  Seventh  Kansas 
Cavalry.    The  bridge  is  guarded  by  them  at  night,  and  in  the  daytime  by 
a  watchman  employed  by  the  railroad  company.    At  the  Meramec  No. 
2  there  is  a  corporal  and  nine  men  of  the  Seventh  Kansas  Cavalry. 
They  have  a  good  stockade  and  log  cabins  for  quarters  for  themselves 
and  horses.    These  twenty  men  I  find  to  be  all  that  are  employed  in 
guarding  the  railroad  property  at  the  present  time.    If  it  is  designed 
to  protect  all  these  bridges  by  troops  it  will  be  necessary  to  cause  suit- 
able block-houses  to  be  erected  at  most  of  them,  and  as  there  are  no 
troops  at  them  at  present,  I  respectfully  ask  for  further  instructions 
before  incurring  any  further  expense. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

H.  B.  WILSON, 
Captain,  Sixth  Minnesota  Infantry. 
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Headquaetees  Saint  Louis  District, 

Saint  Louis,  January  3,  1865. 

Ool.  J.  B,  EogEes, 

Cape  Girardeau: 
It  is  hardly  necessary  to  send  an  oflScer  of  the  engineer  corps  to 
superintend  the  construction  of  the  palisading  suggested  by  General 
Gillmorc  at  New  Madrid.  The  work  is  very  simple,  and  any  man  of 
ordinary  ability  and  military  experience  can  do  it.  The  suggestions  of 
General  Gillmore  are  wise,  and  sufficiently  explain  the  manner  of  con- 
structing the  work.  If  not  already  commenced,  the  work  should  be 
begun  at  once  and  prosecuted  vigorously  to  completion. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Ewing: 

n.  HANNAHS, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Pilot  Knob,  January  3.  1865. 
Captain  Bostwick, 

Patterson,  Mo.: 
General  Ewing  sends  me  word  that  General  Dodge  has  information 
that  there  is  a  rebel  brigade  on  Strawberry  Creek,  Ark.,  not  far  from 
Pocahontas.  I  think  there  is  some  mistake  about  it,  but  do  not  relax 
any  eflort  to  find  out  what  is  going  on  in  Northeast  Arkansas.  Send 
out  scouts  and  spies  continually  in  that  direction,  and  if  possible 
send  some  OTie  down  there  to  see.  If  you  have  to  employ  a  citizen, 
report  him  to  me,  so  that  he  can  be  paid. 

H.  M.  HILLEE, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel. 


Patterson,  January  3, 1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  H.  M.  HiLLEE,  ' 

Pilot  Knob,  Mo.: 
I  had  a  citizen  scout  get  in  last  night  that  had  been  within  twenty 
miles  of  Pocahtmtas,  Ark.,  and  could  not  learn  of  any  force  collected 
in  that  ])art.  The  country  was  full  of  guerrillas.  I  will  have  another 
scout  from  my  command  down  on  Black  River,  and  will  be  in  to-mor- 
row or  next  day. 

B.  H.  BOSTWICK, 
Captain,  Seventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  Commanding  Post. 


Kansas  City,  January  3,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Pisk: 

I  have  no  control  over  the  cavalry  stationed  here,  and  of  nothing  but 
the  post.  Bushwhackers  are  appearing.  They  murdered  a  citizen 
three  miles  from  town  last  night.  May  1  press  horses  heie  and  send 
parties  out?  I  cannot  get  them  any  other  way.  I  wish  to  mount  some 
men  and  put  others  in  the  brush.    Please  answer  immediately 

CHESTER  HARDING,  Jr., 
Colonel  Forty-third  Missouri  Volunteers. 
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Macon,  Mo.,  January  3,  1865. 
ColoDel  Harding, 

Commanding^  Kansas  City,  Mo. : 
I  expected  General  Fisk  on  to-night's  train,  but  he  did  not  arrive. 
Will  probably  be  here  to-morrow  and  then  give  you  full  directions  con- 
cerning the  plan  of  securing  horses  for  mounting  a  part  of  your  men. 
If  there  is  immediate  necessity  for  the  horses  have  your  quartermaster 
take  them  for  immediate  use  wherever  found,  giving  memorandum 
receipts,  and  returning  the  stock  when  you  are  through  with  it.  You 
will  act  upon  your  own  indgment  in  tbe  matter  until  orders  are  given 
by  General  Fisk  in  a  more  explicit  manner. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Fisk : 

G.  A,  HOLLOW  AY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  January  3, 1865. 
Major-General  Curtis, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. : 
General:  Your  communications*  proposing  a  winter  campaign 
against  the  Indians  and  asking  for  more  troops  were  sent  to  General 
Grant  immediately  on  their  receipt.  If  he  has  acted  on  the  matter  his 
orders  have  gone  directly  to  you,  as  nothing  on  the  subject  has  been 
received  here.  I  write  this  to  inform  you  that  this  matter  was  duly 
attendetl  to  by  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Districj'  of  Upper  Arkansas, 

Fort  Riley,  Kans.,  Januury  3,  18C5. 

Maj.  C.  S.  Charlot, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  Kansas: 

Major:  I  have  nothing  of  importance  to  report  to  the  general  com- 
manding. All  is  quiet  in  the  district  just  now,  although  I  expect  a  gen- 
eral uprising  of  all  the  Plain  Indians,  and  have  no  doubt  that  they  will 
give  us  a  great  deal  of  trouble  as  soon  as  spring  opens.  I  would  there- 
fore respectfully  request  permission  to  establish  a  post  or  station  of 
about  two  companies  at  Lake  Sibley  (although  not  in  my  district).  Lake 
Sibley  is  situated  above  latitude  40  degrees  north  and  longitude  97f 
degrees  east,  on  the  Republican  Eiver,  in  Eepublic  County.  This  I 
deem  necessary  for  the  better  protection  of  the  settlements  on  the 
Blue,  and  to  that  tract  of  well  settled  farming  country  lying  north  of 
mv  district.  I  received  several  letters  from  the  inhabitants  ot  that 
section  of  your  department  making  application  to  me  (as  the  nearest 
military  commander)  for  protection.  By  to  day's  mail  I  forward  you 
petition  of  settlers  in  and  about  Clifton,  a  settlement  northeast  about 
sixtv  miles  graving  for  protection.  Heretofore  they  have  been  unmo- 
leste(l  but  the  Me  operations  in  the  western  part  of  this  district  against 
the  Indians  have  awakened  their  fears.  Lake  Sibley  is^a  place  where 
cCTtahi  tribes  of  the  Indians  usually  winter.  Bunch  Timber,  on  the 
Sdwat^rs  of  tbe  Smoky  Hill,  is  also  another  place  that  should  be 

*  See  Vol.  XLI,  Part  IV,  p.  970. 
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occupied  by  our  troops.  And  I  would  further  suggest  that  a  station 
between  Fort  Lyon  and  Fort  Lamed  would  afibrd  greater  protection  to 
the  supply  trains  and  mail,  and  render  the  duties  of  escorting  less 
severe  upon  the-  troops.  From  the  reports  made  by  my  scouts  I  am 
satisfied  that  there  is  a  large  encampment  of  Indians  north  of  Fort 
Lyon  upon  the  headwaters  of  the  Smoky  Hill.  They  should  be  attacked 
this  winter.  To  do  this  and  furnish  sufficient  escort  to  the  emigration 
and  mail,  and  to  guard  the  border  settlements,  more  troops  are  required 
in  this  district.  At  least  1,000  more  will  be  necessary  to  carry  out  the 
plans  and  wishes  of  the  general  commanding  department.  There  is  in 
this  district  the  following  amount  of  ordnance,  viz :  Four  mountain  how- 
itzers at  Fort  Lyon,  one  6-pounder  and  one  12-pounder  field  guns  at 
Fort  Larned.  I  have  sent  to  Port  Zarah  two  mountain  howitzers  that 
I  found  at  this  post  on  my  arrival.  If  ijossible,  I  would  recommend 
that  either  the  Ninth  Wisconsin  Battery  or  the  First  Independent  Bat- 
tery of  Colorado  be  sent  into  this  district  for  duty.  Colonel  Chiving- 
ton's  attack  upon  the  tribe  of  Indians  near  Fort  Lyon  has  precluded 
all  possibility  of  a  peace  with  them  until  conquered,  or  the  various 
tribes  almost  entirely  annihilated.  I  start  in  the  morning  to  make  the 
tour  of  my  district  and  ascertain  the  wants  and  condition  of  my  com- 
mand. 1  wish  to  fully  acquaint  myself  with  the  character  of  the  coun- 
try and  the  wants»of  my  district,  iu  order  to  do  which  I  shall  spend  a 
large  j)ortion  of  my  time  iu  the  field.  All  communications  of  impor- 
tance will  be  forwarded  to  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMKS  H.  FORD, 
Colonel  Second  Colorado  Cavalry,  Commanding  District. 
By  J.  E.  TAPPAN, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
(In  the  absence  of  Colonel  Ford.) 


City  Point,  Va.,  January  4,  1865—7.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Halleck, 

Washington,  D.  C: 
I  hear  nothing  either  through  rebel  papers  or  direct  from  Granger's 
movement  from  Pascagoula.  I  would  like  to  have  Canby  operate 
against  Mobile  this  winter  with  such  force  as  he  can  collect  from  his 
command,  but  I  will  not  send  any  troops  to  him  from  Middle  Tennessee. 
If  Hood  goes  south  from  Corinth  order  A.  J.  Smith  and  two  divisions 
besides  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  to  be  thrown  where  they  may  be  wanted  on 
arrival. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Hdqbs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  4,  1865. 
Capt.  J.  P.  Foster,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  Third  and  Fourth  Dists.  Miss.  Squadron, 

Off  Mouth  of  Red  River: 
Sir:  Your  communication  of  December  31  has  been  received     I 
Lave  no  information  with  regard  to  the  boats  you  mention,  and  I  believe 
it  is  not  the  President's  wish  that  boats  should  be  allowed  to  pass 
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within  the  enemy's  lines  regardless  of  military  operations.    I  request 
that  you  will  not  allow  any  others  to  pass  up  Red  River  unless  their 
permits  are  approved  by  the  admiral  and  myself. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  S.  CANBY, 
Major-  General^  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )     War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  3.  )  Washington,  January  4,  1865. 

66.  Lieut.  Col.  J.  G.  Chandler,  chief  quartermaster.  Nineteenth  Army 
Corps,  is  hereby  relieved  from  duty  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf, 
and  will  proceed  without  delay  to  join  his  proper  command  in  the 
Middle  Military  Division. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  4,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  A.  HruLiiUT, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf,  New  Orleans,  La.  : 
Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  request 
that  orders  be  given  to  hold  the  Eleventh  New  York  and  Twelfth 
Illinois  Cavalry,  now  at  Baton  Rouge,  in  readiness  to  move  up  the 
river  on  short  notice.  SufiBcient  transportation,  not  to  be  diverted  to 
any  other  object,  Avill  also  be  held  in  readiness. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  T.  CHRISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  4,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  Steele, 

New  Orleans,  La. : 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  by  direction  of  the  major-general  command- 
ing, to  forward  herewith  inclosed  report  of  troops  belonging  to  the 
Reserve  Corps,  and  their  effective  and  aggregate  strength.  The  main 
])ortion  of  the  Seventy- sixth  Illinois  arrived  this  morning,  numbering 
370;  the  balance  of  that  regiment,  the  Eighth  Illinois,  detachment  of 
the  Forty-sixth  Illinois,  and  the  Fourth  Massachusetts  Battery  passed 
Morganza  at  2  o'clock  this  morning,  numbering  1,336;  the  Twenty- 
ninth  Wisconsin  passed  Morganza  at  12.4(»  this  afternoon,  numbering 
369;  the  Twenty-ninth  Illinois  passed  Morganza  at  3.15  this  after- 
noon, numbering  750;  the  Forty-seventh  Indiana,  the  Twenty-first 
Iowa,  detachment  Twenty-eighth  Illinois,  and  the  Fifteenth  Massachu- 
setts Battery  passed  Morganza  at  3.40  this  afternoon,  numbering 
1,437,  making  a  total  of  4,262.    A  telegraph  office  will  be  established 
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at  Kennerville  about  noon  to-morrow,  and  tbe  commanding  general  at 
Morganza  is  instructed  to  send  reports  of  troops  arriving  at  his  post 
on  their  way  down  the  river  in  duplicate  to  you  at  Kennerville. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  T.  CHKISTEJSrSEI^, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hbadquaeters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

New  Orleans,  January  4,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  Bailey, 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  : 
Hold  the  Eleventh  New  York  and  Twelfth  Illinois  Cavalry  in  readi- 
ness to  move  up  the  river  on  short  notice.    Detain  any  Government 
boats  for  the  purjiose.    Eeport  the  number  of  horses  to  (Japt.  F.  W. 
Perkins,  assistant  quartermaster,  immediately. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Hurlbut: 

JOS.  HIBBEET,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjiitant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulp, 

Neiv  Orleans,  January  4,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Bailey,  » 

Baton  Rouge: 

Of  the  Eleventh  New  York  and  Twelfth  Illinois  only  the  effective 
men  will  move. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Hurlbut: 

C.  S.  SARGENT, 
First  Lieut.,  Second  Louisiana  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Special  Orders,  )       Hdqrs.  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

No.  2.  )  New  Orleans,  January  4,  1805. 

G.  The  Second  Ohio  Battery  will  proceed  to  Ship  Island  as  soon  as 
practicable  with  its  guns  and  a  full  supply  of  ammunition  and  rejiort 
to  the  commanding  othcer  for  duty.     The  quartermaster's  department 
will  furnish  tlie  necessary  transportation. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Sherman : 

FliEDERlC  SPEED, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Neu-  Orleans,  La.,  January  4,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  Ullmann, 

Morganza,  La. : 
Please  instruct  conunanding  officers  of  transports  coming  from  above 
with  troops  belonging  to  tlie  Iteserve  Corps  to  stoji  and  land  at  Ken- 
nerville, ten  miles  above  this  city,  instead  of  proceed!  ng  to  New  Orleans. 
An  officer  will  be  in  readiness  to  receive  them  at  Kennerville. 
By  order : 

C.  T.  CHRISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqes.  Military  Division  op  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  4,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  Ullmann, 

Morganza,  La. : 
Telegraphic  communication  will  be  established  with   Kennerville 
about  noon  to-morrow.     Eeports  of  arrivals  at  Morganza  of  troops 
belonging  to  the  Reserve  Corps  coming  down  the  river  will  be  made  in 
duplicate  to  commanding  officer  at  Kennerville. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  It.  S.  Can  by: 

C.  T.  CHEISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )        Hdqrs.  Department  op  Arkansas, 

No.  2.  J  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  January  4, 1865. 

I.  Lieut.  Col.  W.  D.  Green  is  hereby  relieved  from  duty  as  assistant 
adjutant- general  of  the  Department  of  Arkansas  and  Seventh  Army 
Corps,  and  will  proceed  to  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  and  report  by  letter  to  the 
Adjutant-General  of  the  Army  for  orders. 

II.  Maj.  John  Levering,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  volunteers,  is 
hereby  assigned  to  duty  as  assistant  adjutant-general  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Arkansas. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds: 

S.  C.  PARRTNGTON, 
Major  and  Acting  Aide-de-Camp. 


Speciai.  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Department  op  Arkansas, 

No.  3.  J  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  January  4, 1865. 

3.  Col.  Thomas  H.  Benton,  Twenty-ninth  Iowa  Infantry,  will  proceed 
to  Pine  Bluft"  and  assume  command  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Second 
Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps,  during  the  absence  of  Colonel  True. 

5.  The  chief  engineer  of  the  department  will  cause  to  be  seized  all 
ferry-boats  on  the  Arkansas  River.  No  private  ferries  will  be  operated 
without  permission  from  these  headquarters. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds: 

JOHN  LEVERING, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Post  of  Little  Eock, 

No.  2.  I  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  January  4,  1865. 

Capt.  LeG.  Benedict,  assistant  adjutaut-general  of  volunteers,  liaving 
reported  to  these  headquarters  in  obedience  to  S])ecial  Orders,  No.  2, 
paragraph  II,  from  headquarters  Department  of  Arkansas,  of  date 
January  3,  1865,  is  hereby  assigned  to  duty  as  assistant  adjutant- 
general  of  the  Post  of  Little  Rock  and  of  the  First  Division,  Seventh 
Army  Corps,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Geu.  F.  Salomon : 

GEO.  W,  BURCHARD, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Little  Rock,  January  4,  1865. 

General  Shalee, 

BevalVs  Bluff: 
Two  steamers  will  be  needed  up  the  Little  Red.    Have  sent  an  aide- 
de-camp,  who  will  report  to  you,  but  the  number  of  steamers  is  not 
mentioned  in  his  instructions. 

J.  R.  WEST, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Little  Rock,  January  4,  1865. 

General  Powell  Clayton, 

Pine  Bluff: 
I  wish  to  have  the  3-inch  steel  guns  brought  here  to  be  remounted. 
Can  YOU  spare  them  from  your  defenses? 

J.  R.  WEST, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  January  4,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  E.  West, 

Gliief  of  Cavalry: 
The  guns  are  at  your  service,  and,  if  you  wish,  will  be  sent  up  on 
first  boat. 

POWELL  CLAYTON, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Lewisburg,  January  4,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  D.  Geeen, 

Little  Rock: 
Arrived  here  last  evening  at  9.30.  Left  steamer  at  Van's  Bar. 
Yesterday  noon  putofi'  fifty  bales  of  hay  and  fifty-five  barrels  of  pork. 
Have  sent  the  Alamo  down  to  bring  them  here,  also  to  assist  the  Lotus 
if  necessary.  River  falling.  I  do  not  think  the  enemy  intends  cross- 
ing to  north  side  of  river.  They  are  under  command  of  Colonels 
Newton  and  Brooks.  They  are  gathering  cattle  and  making  prepara- 
tions to  move  families  south.  I  shall  keep  the  river  patrolled  to  Norris- 
town  to  prevent  their  crossing,  and  trust  to  Geiger  keeping  off  any 
force  approaching  from  White  River.  I  have  sent  persons  to  remain 
with  the  rebels  till  they  move  to  report  what  road  they  take,  &c.  If 
500  men  with  section  of  artillery  from  Little  Rock  move  up  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river  I  think  they  could  bag  the  whole  of  them.  I  can 
amuse  them  on  the  river  and  send  scout  to  Perryville  to  prevent  mes- 
sengers going  to  them  with  information  of  the  movement  from  the 
Rock.  I  do  not  think  we  can  cross  a  force  up  here  without  their  knowl- 
edge. I  think  this  a  good  time  for  a  movement  from  the  Rock,  as  they 
will  be  watching  us  here  and  at  Norristown,  also  Thayer's  command. 
Roads  good. 

A.  H.  RYAN, 

Colonel. 
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Lewisbueg,  January  4,  1865. 
Major  Levering, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Little  Rock: 
Major:  Scouts  in  report  the  rebels  as  having  left  Beatty's  Mill  and 
gone  toward  Dardanelle.  Dispatch  from  Norristown  reports  the  rebels 
as  having  left  Dardanelle  and  camped  last  night  at  Boggs'  Mill,  on  the 
Ghickalali,  six  miles  from  Dardanelle.  Steamer  Lotus  not  arrived  yet; 
on  bar  seven  miles  below. 

A.  fl.  RYAN, 

Colonel. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Frontier, 

Fort  Smith,  Arh.,  January  4,  1865. 
Col.  William  A.  Phillips,  Commanding  Indian  Brigade  ; 

Un  the  31st  ultimo  I  sent  an  order  for  you  to  forward  to  this  place 
subsistence  stores  as  follows :  Twenty-two  thousand  pounds  of  flour, 
20,0U0  pounds  of  hard  bread,  3,200  pounds  of  coffee  and  100  pounds  of 
tea,  6,000  pounds  of  sugar,  and  1,600  pounds  of  salt.  On  the  2d  instant 
I  directed  you  to  send,  in  addition  to  the  above,  20,000  pounds  of  hard 
bread,  2,000  pounds  of  coff'ee,  3,000  pounds  of  sugar,  and  1,000  pounds 
of  salt.  I  wish  you  would  send  me,  in  addition  to  what  has  been 
already  ordered,  22,000  pounds  of  flour,  40,000  pounds  of  hard  bread, 
4,800  pounds  of  coffee,  9,000  pounds  of  sugar,  and  2,400  pounds  of  salt. 
These  tliree  several  orders  require  you  to  send  me  subsistence  stores,  in 
the  aggregate,  as  follows :  Forty-four  thousand  pounds  of  flour,  80,000 
pounds  of  hard  bread,  10,000  pounds  of  coffee,  18,000  pounds  of  sugar, 
100  pounds  of  tea,  and  5,000  pounds  of  salt.  A  dispatch  has  gone  to 
Colonel  Fair,  commanding  Fifty-fourth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  directing 
him,  in  case  he  has  started  from  Gibson  before  this  reaches  you,  to  halt 
and  send  back  to  Gibson  sixty  teams  to  transport  the  additional  sub- 
sistence stores  which  you  have  been  directed  in  this  to  send  down  here. 
This  order  has  been  made  for  the  reason  that  I  have  received  informa- 
tion that  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  are  moving  up  to  the  Arkansas 
River  about  Dardanelle,  and  I  do  not  know  but  that  I  may  be  detained 
by  them  in  my  movements  to  Little  Rock.  I  shall  expect  you  to  send  a 
sufficient  force  down,  if  one  has  not  already  started,  to  escort  Captain 
lusley's  train  and  the  artillery  and  ammunition  I  am  to  send  you  back 
to  Gibson.  This  duty  will  require  a  regiment.  Should  it  be  that  you 
have  not  at  Gibson  hard  bread  and  coffee  sufficient  to  fill  these  orders 
you  will  send  their  equivalents. 
Respectfully, 

JOHN  M.  THAYER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Washington,  D.  C,  January  4, 1865. 

(Received  7th.) 
Major-General  Dana,  Memphis,  via  Cairo : 

Your  order  putting  railroad  employes  in  militia  organizations  is  not 
approved.  You  will  give  them  a  special  organization  under  their  own 
officers  and  require  them  to  do  military  duty  only  in  cases  of  special 
dan  ger.  This  rule  is  adopted  here  in  regard  to  quartermaster  and  other 
Government  employes.  ^   ^   HALLECK, 

Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquartees  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

iiaint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  4,  1865. 
Brig.  Geii.  Thomas  Swing,  Jr., 

Commanding  Saint  Louis  District: 
The  general  commanding  desires  to  be  informed  what  were  the  rea- 
sons or  occasion  of  placing  a  garrison  at  Caruthersville,  on  the  Missis- 
sippi River. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  BARNES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[iDdorsement.] 

Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  7,  1865. 
Respectfully  returned. 

The  garrison  was  jilaced  at  Caruthersville  by  Major-General  Pleas- 
onton  when  in  command  of  this  district  last  fall.  I  see  no  good  reason 
why  a  garrison  should  be  placed  there.  1  will  withdraw  this  garrison 
and  strengthen  Bloomfleld  with  it. 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  General. 


Pilot  Knob,  January  4, 1865. 
General  Ewing: 

Captain  Bostwick,  commanding  at  Patterson,  informs  me  by  telegraph 
this  morning  that  a  citizen  scout  sent  down  to  within  twenty  miles  of 
Pocahontas  has  just  returned  and  reports  tliat  he  could  not  hear  of  any 
organized  rebel  ibrce  in  that  part  of  Arkansas. 

H.  M.  HILLER, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Sub-District, 
Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  January  4, 1865. 
Major-General  Dodge,  Commanding : 

1  sent  an  expedition  last  week  to  the  Arkansas  line  below  Horners- 
ville.*  They  killed  eight  who  belonged  to  White's  brigade.  I  sent 
another  to  Poplar  Bluff,  in  Butler  County,  who  killed  seven,  some  of 
whom  had  furloughs  on  their  i)ersons,  from  White's  command.  This 
strengthens  my  belief  from  other  sources  that  they  are  raising  a  force 
there.  I  have  sent  a  force  of  150  cavalry,  who  crossed  Indian  Ford 
near  Poplar  Bluff,  today  with  orders  to  proceed  until  they  find  the 
enemy  and  ascertain  the  truth.    I  will  send  other  parties. 

J.  B.  ROGERS, 

Colonel. 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Missouri 

Saint  Louis,  January  4,  1865 8  p.  m. 

Colonel  Rogers,  Gape  Girardeau,  Mo.  : 

(;ould  not  the  troops  at  Caruthersville  do  better  service  at  Bloom 
field? 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-General. 


•For  report  see  Vol.  XLI,  Part  I,  p.  997. 
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Macon,  January  4, 1865. 
Col.  Chester  Harding, 

Kansas  City,  Mo. : 

Press  horses  lor  your  immediate  necessities,  and  kill  the  guerrillas. 
The  horses  must  be  returued  to  the  owners  when  you  have  done  with 
them,  else  it  will  be  a  source  of  endless  trouble  to  you. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Rolla, 

Holla,  January  4,  1865. 
Captain  Monks, 

Sixteenth.  Missouri  Cavalry,  Springfield: 

Move  with  your  company  to  vicinity  of  Houston,  where  you  can 

obtain  forage.    Make  Houston  your  headquarters.     Keep  scouting 

parties  out  constantly  in  direction  of  Thomasville.    Captain  Whybark 

with  sixty  men  is  now  scouting  in  that  vicinity.    Make  regular  reports. 

E.  C.  CATHERWOOD, 
Colonel  Thirteenth  Missouri  Veteran  Volunteers,  Gomdg. 


Headquarters  District  of  Central  Missouri, 

Warrensburg,  January  4,  1865. 
Col.  W.  A.  Wilson,  Marshall,  Mo. : 

Dear  Sir  :  The  colonel  commanding  is  desirous  of  organizing  the 
citizens  of  your  county  into  companies  for  the  purpose  of  local  defense, 
and  wishes  me  to  request  that  you,  in  conjunction  with  Dr.  G.  O. 
Hardiman,  of  Arrow  Rock,  take  charge  of  and  superintend  the  organ- 
izations. It  is  proposed  to  make  these  organizations  the  stepping- 
stone  to  the  restoration  of  civil  law  and  order,  protection  to  lives  and 
property,  and  the  re-establishment  of  peace  and  quiet.  In  order  to 
accomplish  these  ends  none  but  truly  loyal  and  law-abiding  men  will 
be  permitted  to  govern  and  control  these  organizations.  They  must  be 
men  of  known  character  for  honesty  and  probity  of  intentions.  He 
who  will  not  aid  in  maintaining  the  supremacy  of  law  and  uphold  the 
Government  cannot  consistently  ask,  neither  need  they  expect,  pro- 
tection. It  is  not  intended,  however,  to  exclude  from  these  organiza- 
tions those  who  in  the  past  have  to  a  certain  degree  sympathized  with 
the  rebellion,  provided  they  exhibit  an  honest  disposition  to  henceforth 
become  loyal  and  law-abiding  citizens  and  are  possessed  of  such  a 
character  and  reputation  among  their  fellow-citizens  as  will  enable 
them  to  enlist  the  cpufidence  and  reliance  of  their  own  loyal  neighbors. 
This  class  of  your  citizens  can  best  give  evidence  of  their  intentions  by 
their  loyal  acts.  No  one  of  this  class,  however,  must  be  permitted  to 
enter  these  organizations  simply  for  his  own  protection.  Such  men 
will  shirk  duty  and  dangers  when  dependence  is  most  needed.  They 
will  be  enemies  under  the  guise  of  friends.  Such  as  these  will  not  be 
tolerated  or  receive  mercy  at  the  hands  of  the  authorities.  These 
organizations  will  be  for  mutual  protection.  Every  assistance  will  be 
oflered  by  troops,  &c.,  in  aiding  you  in  this  work,  and  arms  and 
ammunition  will  be  furnished.  Your  earliest  and  earnest  attention  is 
directed  to  the  matter. 

I  am.  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'       '       ^  A.  R.  CONKLIN, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Fort  Zarah,  January  4, 1865. 
Lieut.  Egbert  S.  Eoe, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  no  signs  of  Indians  have  been 
discovered  about  this  post  during  the  past  week.  Scouting  parties 
have  been  sent  out  nearly  every  day  since  my  last  report  without  dis- 
covering any  fresh  evideuces  of  the  existence  of  an  enemy.  Information 
by  a  returning  train  from  the  west  induces  the  belief  that  the  Indians 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver  are  moving  north  in  consider- 
able numbers.  This  same  train  reports  an  attack  upon  them  by  150 
Indians,  in  which  seven  were  reported  wounded  out  of  a  party  of  less 
than  twenty.  This  occurred  about  half-way  between  Forts  Lyon  and 
Larned.  The  utmost  vigilance  is  kept  up  at  this  post,  believing  that  the 
present  quiet  has  a  deeper  significance  than  is  generally  apprehended. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THEO.  CONKEY, 
Captain,  Commanding  Post. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs,  District  of  Colorado, 

No.  1.  \  Denver,  Colo.  Ter.,  January  4,  1865. 

Pursuant  to  the  orders  of  the  major-general  commanding  the  depart- 
ment, the  undersigned  relinquishes  the  command  of  the  district  to  Col. 
Thomas  Moonlight,  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry.  In  separating  from 
troops  with  whom  he  lias  served  so  long  and  shared  so  much  of  privation, 
toil,  and  danger,  he  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  express  his  feel- 
ings of  friendship  and  affection  for  his  comrades  in  arms.  To  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  this  district  he  tenders  his  acknowledgments  and 
avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  express  his  high  appreciation  of 
their  services  and  his  grateful  remembrances  of  their  courage  and 
fidelity.  The  colonel  also  tenders  his  thanks  to  his  staff  officers  for  the 
prudence,  wisdom,  and  fidelity  they  have  displayed. 

J.  M.  CHIVINGTON, 
Colonel  First  Cavalry  of  Colorado. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  District  op  Colorado, 

No.  2.  )  Denver,  January  4,  1865. 

1.  In  obedience  to  General  Orders,  No.  63,  dated  headquarters 
Department  of  Kansas,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  December  21,  18G4, 
the  undersigned  hereby  assumes  command  of  this  district,  headquar- 
ters in  Denver. 

2.  First  Lieut,  imd  Adjt.  I.  I.  Taber,  Eleventh  Kansas.  Cavalry,  is 
hereby  assigned  to  duty  as  acting  assistant  adjutant- general  at  these 
headquarters.  All  communications  will  be  addressed  to  him  accord- 
ingly. 

T.  MOONLIGHT, 
Colonel  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  op  West  Mississippi, 

2few  Orleans,  La.,  January  5,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  A,  Hurlbut, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Oulf,  New   Orleans,  La. : 
Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say  that 
the  restrictions  recently  imposed  upon  the  shipment  of  products  of 
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insurrectionary  districts  from  Gaines'  Landing,  Miss,  (under  authority 
of  General  Orders,  No.  80,  series  of  1804,  from  these  headquarters),  are 
now  removed. 

Very  respectfiiUy,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  CHRISTEN  SEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

New  Orleans.  January  5,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  Military  Div.  of  West  Mississippi: 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  Eleventh  New  York  and  Twelfth 
Illinois  Cavalry  ready  to  embark.    Transportation  sufficient  to  move 
the  above  named  will  be  at  Baton  Rouge  during  the  night. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 
Major  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

New  Orleans,  January  5,  1865. 
Commanding  Officer  Plaquemine: 
(Through  General  Cameron.) 

Brigadier-General  Sherman  directs  that  you  report  direct  to  these 
headquarters  by  telegraph  every  unusual  occurrence  that  takes  place 
within  your  command.  This  order  has  been  given  before,  but  is  now 
repeated.  As  soon  as  these  occurrences  can  be  investigated  a  detailed 
report  will  be  made  and  sent  through  district  headquarters. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

FREDERIC   SPEED, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Speclil  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Department  op  Arkansas, 

No.  5.  )  Little  Rock,  ArTt.,  January  5, 1865. 

1.  Brig.  Gen.  E.  A.  Carr,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  proceed  to  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  on  public  business  for  this  department,  and  having  conferred 
with  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Department  of  Mississippi  will 
return  to  these  headquarters  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable. 

2.  The  detachment  of  Fifteenth  Illinois  Cavalry  on  duty  at  these 
headquarters  is  hereby  relieved  and  will  be  reported  immediately  to 
the  chief  of  cavalry  at  this  post. 

******* 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds: 

JOH15  LEYEI111J5G, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Dev all's  Bluff,  January  5,  1865. 
Lientenant-Oolonel  Green, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Dept.  of  Arkansas,  Little  Boclc: 

I  have  waited  here  until  now  for  transportation,  and  at  last  have  one 
steamer,  Kate  Hart,  at  my  disposal.    The  steamer  Mepham  is  in  port, 
27  K  E— TOL  XLVIU,  PT  I 
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but  the  assistant  quartermaster,  Captain  Gaubert,  decliues  to  let  me 
have  her  because  of  the  private  freight  on  board.  This  can  all  be 
unloaded  in  a  few  hours,  and  I  respectfully  request  that  Captain  Gau- 
bert be  ordered  at  once  to  unload  the  Mepham  and  turn  her  over  to  me. 
Dennis  and  Lawler  have  gone;  all  but  the  Fourth  Brigade.  Please 
auswer. 

CHARLES   BLACK, 
Cohnel,  Commanding  Brigade, 


Headquaktebs  Department  of  Arkansas, 

Littte  Rock,  January  5,  1S65. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Shalee, 

DevalVs  Bluff: 
Direct  Colonel  Black  not  to  embark  any  of  bis  brigade  until  further 
orders  from  these  headquarters. 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 

Major- General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  4th  Brig.,  Reserve  Corps, 

[  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

No.  1.  )  DevalPs  Bluff,  Ark.,  January  5,  1863. 

The  troops  of  this  command  about  to  move  are  assigned  as  follows 
for  transportation,  viz :  Headquarters  of  the  brigade,  the  Thirty-seventh 
Illinois,  and  six  companies  of  the  Twentieth  Iowa-  to  the  steamer 
Mepham;  the  Twenty- third  Iowa  and  four  companies  of  the  Twentieth 
Iowa  to  the  steamer  Kate  Hart.  The  troops  will  move  on  board  with 
ten  days'  rations  as  soon  as  the  boats  are  ready  to  receive  them.  The 
commanding  officer  on  each  boat  will  make  the  necessary  arrangements 
for  cooking,  having  the  boat  frequently  cleaned,  and  for  keeping  a  vig- 
ilant guard  night  and  day  to  prevent  accidents.  Regimental  command- 
ers will  be  held  strictly  responsible  that  upon  leaving  camp  the  quarters 
are  not  disturbed,  damaged,  or  interfered  with  in  any  manner  whatever. 
The  steamer  Mepham  will  move  out  first,  and  will  be  followed  by  the 
Kate  Hart  as  soon  as  loaded.  Attention  is  also  called  to  Circular  No. 
7  from  these  headquarters.  Signals  as  arranged  will  be  announced 
hereafter.  The  commanding  officer  on  the  steamer  Kate  Hart  will,  upon 
his  arrival  at  Morganza,  La.,  report  by  telegraph  to  headquarters  Mil- 
itary Division  of  West  Mississippi  the  probable  hour  of  his  arrival  iu 
New  Orleaus  and  the  number  of  men  on  board. 

By  order  of  Col.  Charles  Black : 

C.  S.  LAKE, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ^     Hdqrs.  4th  Brig.,  Reserve  Corps, 

[•  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

No.  5.  )  DevalVs  Bluff,  Ark.,  January  5,  1865. 

2.  The  One  hundred  and  sixty-first  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry 
will  proceed  without  delay  to  New  Orleans,  La.,  and  report  to  the 
headquarters  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi.  The  commanding 
officer  will  on  his  arrival  at  Morganza  report  by  telegraph  to  head- 


Chap.LX.)  correspondence,  ETC. UNION.  419 

quarters  military  division  the   probable  hour  of  liis  arrival  at  New 
Orleans;   also  the   strength  of  his  command.    The  quartermaster's 
department  will  furnish  the  uecessary  transportation. 
By  order  of  Col.  Charles  Black: 

C.  S.  LAKE, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Little  Eock,  Aek.,  January  3, 1865. 
Capt.  Gtiy  S.  Alexander, 

Sixty-second  Illinois,  Fine  Bluff,  Arh. : 

I  am  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  brigade  and  will  leave  for  Pine 
Bluff  by  first  opportunity. 

THOMAS  H.  BENTON,  Jr., 
Colonel  Twenty-ninth  Iowa  Infantry. 


Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Little  Rock,  Ark.,  January  5, 1865.  • 
Brig.  Gen.  Cyrus  Bussey, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade  : 
General:  You  will  please  cause  the  maiu  road  to  Benton  to  be 
patrolled  daily  by  a  cavalry  force  of  such  strength  as  you  may  from 
time  to  time  deem  expedient,  and  to  a  point  from  ten  to  fifteen  miles 
distant  from  Fort  Steele.  If  a  flag  of  truce  be  met  no  communication 
must  be  iiermitted  to  be  had  with  it,  exceirt  by  the  officer  in  command 
of  the  patrol,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  department  commander  is  made 
known;  nor  must  the  flag,  or  any  person  connected  with  it,  be  allowed 
to  come  nearer  than  a  point  ten  miles  distant  from  Fort  Steele. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  WEST, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding 


Hdqrs.  Second  J)ivision,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

DevalVs  Bluff,  Ark.,  January  5, 1S65 — 9  a.  m. 

Brigadier-General  West, 

Chief  of  Cavalry,  Department  of  Arkansas : 
We  have  as  yet  but  one  boat  to  send  up.    She  is  excellent  for  the 
purpose,  and  will  leave  here  at  10  o'clock  this  a.  m.  with  a  guard.    If 
another  boat  arrives  in  time  to  be  of  service  at  either  point  I  will  dis- 
patch her  at  once,  unless  you  send  me  contrary  orders. 

ALEXANDBE  SHALBE, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Little  Eock,  January  5,  1865. 
General  Shaler: 
Your  dispatch  of  this  morning  meets  the  case  entirely. 

^  J.  E.  WEST, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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LewisbukG,  January  5, 1865. 

Major  LeteeinGt, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Little  Rock: 
Nothing  later  from  above.  This  morning  I  sent  scout  to  south  side 
of  the  river  to  ascertain  if  the  rebels  had  fallen  back;  if  so,  to  follow 
and  ascertain  by  what  route,  &c.  Have  sent  orders  to  Captain  Haui- 
ilton,  at  Norristowu.  to  cross  the  river  if  it  is  fordable  and  ascertain  if 
the  rebs  were  going  south  from  Dardanelle;  if  so.  to  harass  them  as 
much  as  possible.  Raining,  with  prospect  of  a  rise.  This  noon  sent 
courier  through  to  General  Thayer. 
Eespectfully, 

A.  H.  EYAN, 

Colonel. 

Hdqrs.  Military  Diviston  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  5,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  N.  J.  T.  Dana, 

Commanding  Department  of  Mississippi,  Memphis,  Tenn. : 
Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  28th  ultimo,*  referring 
to  his  cipher  dispatch  of  the  21st,  and  to  inform  you  that  the  Eleventh 
New  York  and  Twelfth  Illinois  Cavalry,  now  at  Baton  Eouge  and  num- 
bering, respectively,  671  and  668  effective  men,  are  held  in  readiness 
to  respond  to  your  call  at  any  time.  If  you  will  be  pleased  to  send  the 
notification  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Morganza  he  will  telegraph  it 
to  this  city  and  at  least  half  a  day  will  be  saved. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  OHEISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  op  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  5, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  N.  J.  T.  Dana, 

Commanding  Department  of  Mississippi,  Memphis,  Tenn.  : 
Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  28th  ultimo,!  in  relation  to  the 
defenses  on  the  Mississippi  River  between  Cairo  and  Memphis,  has  been 
received.  In  reply,  I  am  instructed  to  say  tha^t  the  major-general  com- 
manding determined  some  time  since  to  have  but  one  post  on  the  river 
between  those  posts,  but  that  he  has  not  yet  fully  decided  where  to 
locate  that  post.  Fort  Pillow  will  probably  be  his  choice.  General 
Gillmore  will  look  into  the  matter  fully  when  he  goes  up  the  river, 
and  upon  his  and  your  joint  recommendation  the  commanding  general 
will  base  his  action. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  CHRISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Mississippi, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  January  '5,  1865. 
Mr.  George  H.  Ellery,  U.  S.  Purchasing  Agent  : 

Your  letter  of  the  3d  instant  reached  me  through  the  post-office 
yesterday  afternoon.    Whilst  I  am  desirous  of  facilitating  and  expedit- 

•  See  Vpl,  %.Ll,  Part  IV,  p.  951,  t  See  Vol.  XLI,  Part  IV,  p.  952, 
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ing  business  as  much  as  possible,  I  am  compelled  to  regard  and  obey 
the  orders  I  am  acting  under  and  which  do  not  admit  of  my  opening 
two  cotton  permit  offices.  The  duties  of  the  cotton  permit  offices  are 
of  so  delicate  a  nature  that  they  cannot  properly  be  delegated.  The 
amount  of  work  done  by  this  officer  during  the  few  days  his  office  has 
been  in  operation  is  truly  astonishing,  and  would  of  itself  induce  the 
supposition  that  sufficient  caution  and  deliberation  is  not  used  by  him. 
Between  the  22d  December  and  31st  December  he  issued  147  safe- 
guards or  permits,  amounting  to  19,381  bales,  besides  30,000  pounds  of 
seed  cotton.  Our  main  reliance  is  upon  yourself  to  scrutinize  claims 
before  issuing  applications,  and  our  presumption  is  that  the  holding  of 
your  signature  is  of  itself  a  guarantee  that  the  party  who  holds  it  is 
iustly  within  the  bounds  of  existing  regulations  and  orders. 
Very  respectfully, 

N.  J.  T.  DAlJfA, 
Major-Oensral. 

Special  Oedeks,  )  Hdqes.  District  of  West  Tennessee, 

No.  4.  )  Memphis,  Tenn.,  January  5,  1865. 

******* 

lY.  The  Sixty-eighth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry  is  hereby  detailed  exclu- 
sively for  engineer  duty  until  further  orders,  and  the  commanding  officer 
of  said  regiment  will  report  without  delay  to  Maj.  U.  G.  S.  De  Buol, 
Seventh  U.  S.  Colored  (Heavy),  engineer  in  charge  of  fortifications  of 
Memphis,  for  instructions. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  C.  Veatch: 

K.  G.  CURTIS, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqes.  District  op  Yicksburg, 

No.  5.  )  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  January  5,  1865. 

******* 
V.  Capt.  W.  F.  Kerns,  assistant  quartermaster,  will  furnish  trans- 
portation to  Memphis  for  the  cavalry  command  of  Brigadier-General 
Grierson,  composed  as  follows :  First  Brigade,  Colonel  Karg6  command- 
ing—Second New  Jersey  Cavalry,  Seventh  Indiana,  Fourth  Missouri, 
First  Mississippi  Mounted  Eities.     Second  Brigade,  Colonel  Wmslow 
commanding— Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry,  Third  Iowa  Cavalry,  Tenth  Mis- 
souri Cavalry.    Third  Brigade,  Colonel  Osband  commanding— Third 
U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry,  Second  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  Eleventh  llliuois 
Cavalry,  Fourth  Illinois  Cavalry.    Also  prisoners  brought  in  by  the 
command  and  pack  train. 
Bv  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Washburn: 
^  W,  H.  MORGAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  Oeneral. 

Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

Ifo.  3.  )  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  5,  1865. 

*  *  *  'f  *  *  * 

3.  Maj.  H.  Hannahs,  Fiftieth  Missouri  Volunteers,  is  assigned  to 
duty  on  the  staff  of  the  general  comuiauding  as  acting  assistant  adju- 
tant-general, in  charge  of  office. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Ewing:  -,r^„^^T 

A.  VEZIN, 

First  Lieut,  and  Adjt.,  17th  III.  Gav.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 
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Cape  Girakdeatt,  January  5,  18G5 — 10  a.  m. 
Major-Geueral  Dodge: 

I  would  not  think  it  best  to  withdraw  the  troops  from  Cavuthersville 
and  send  them  to  Bloomtield,  as  they  are  all  cavalry  and  it  would  be 
difficult  to  obtain  forage  for  them  and  they  can  do  good  service  where 
they  are.  If  you  desire  it  I  can  suggest  what  troops  might  be  sent  to 
Bloomfleld  with  benefit  to  the  service.  Que  company  of  infantry  sta- 
tioned there  to  do  garrison  duty  would  enable  the  cavalry  now  there  to 
do  all  the  scouting  necessary  at  present. 

J.  B.  ROGERS, 

Colonel. 


Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

Saint  Louis.,  Mo.,  January  ;'>,  18ii5. 

Colonel  Rogers,  Cape  Girardeau: 

What  were  the  circumstances  calling  for  troops  at  Caruthersville,  on 
the  Mississippi  River;    and  do  you  consider  it  necessary  that  troops 
should  remain  there?    The  inujor-geTieral  commanding  the  department 
desires  this  information. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-(Jeneral  Ewing: 

H.  HANNAHS, 
Captain  and  Actinrj  AsHintant  Adjvtant-General. 


Headquarters  District  or  Rolla, 

Rolla,  Mo.,  January  5,  1S6S. 
Maj.  J.  "W.  Barnes, 

Ansistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  the  Missouri: 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  place  and  that 
I  have  assumed  the  command  of  this  district. 
I  am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  B.  BROWN, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers. 


General  Orders,  )      Headquarters  District  of  Rolla, 

No.  ] .  )  Rolla,  Mo.,  January  5,  186S. 

In  pursuance  of  General  Orders,  No.  240,  of  December  31,  1864, 
from  headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri,  I  hereby  assume  com- 
mand of  the  District  of  Rolla. 

E.  B.  BROWN, 
Brigadier  General,  TJ.  8.  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  January  5,  1865. 
Colonel  Philips,  Warrenshurg : 

Order  a  company  of  cavalry  to  report  to  Colonel  Harding  at  Kansas 
City  immediately,  to  remain  there  until  further  orders.  Their  regular 
tri-monthly  reports  can  be  sent  through  you  as  usual,  but  for  scouting 
purposes,  &c.,  they  will  be  subject  to  Colonel  Harding's  order. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  General. 
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Hbadquarteks  District  op  Central  Missouri, 

Warrensburg,  Mo.,  January  5,  1863. 
Maj.  J.  W.  Barnes, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  the  Missouri: 

Major:  May  I  be  permitted  to  inquire  liow  long  Colonel  Tlarfliiig's 
command  is  to  remain  at  Kansas  City?  I  desire  to  place  an  oflicer  in 
command  of  that  sub  district,  headquarters  at  Kansas  City.  Lieut. 
Col.  B.  F.  Lazear,  First  Cavalry  Missouri  State  Militia,  was  intended 
for  that  command,  but  Colonel  Harding  being  stationed  at  Kansas 
City,  commanding  post  and  reporting  to  General  Fisk,  makes  the 
situation  a  little  awkward  and  embarrassing.  If  it  is  designed  to  con- 
tinue Colonel  Harding  there  I  will  arrange  the  sub-district  headquar- 
ters and  command  so  as  to  avoid  conflict  as  far  as  possible.  As  it 
stands  now  1  am  often  embarrassed  in  the  matter  of  reference  of 
necessary  papers  there  and  obtaining  re(]uired  information.  I  trust 
this  inquiry  may  be  properly  appreciated,  assuring  you  that  it  is  made 
in  no  spirit  of  complaint,  but  simply  for  information  to  enable  me  to 
give  directions  to  affairs  pertaining  to  that  portion  of  the  district. 
I  am,  major,  ver\  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  F.  PHILIPS, 
Colonel  Seventh  Cavalry  Missouri  State  Militia,  Com&g.  Dist. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Low-is,  January  5,  1865. 

Colonel  Harding,  Kansas  City: 

Have  you  any  mounted  force?    "What  about  the  murder  of  Johnson? 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  General. 


Kansas  Cii'y,  January  5, 1865—12.30  jp.  m. 
General  Dodge, 

Commanding  Department : 
Johnson  was  killed  three  miles  from  here  by  bushwhackers  or  Kansas 
soldiers,  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn  which.  He  was  threatened  by 
both.  Yesterday  I  procured  horses  to  mount  one  company  and  sent 
them  to  Hickman  Mills;  also  sent  an  infantry  company  to  the  Blue,  the 
new  mail  being  threatened.  I  am  in  this  dilemma:  Cavalry  at  several 
posts  near  me  and  cannot  move  them  out  of  camp.  I  do  not  report  to 
the  district  commander,  and  he  can  give  me  no  orders.  I  can  with  my 
men  if  I  go  on  pressing  horses  and  disregard  the  fact  that  I  am  in  the 
Central  District,  clean  out  Jackson  County,  and  will  do  it  if  you  will 
give  me  such  orders  as  will  not  bring  me  in  conflict  with  other  officers. 
The  quartermaster  here  has  no  serviceable  stock,  according  to  his  offi- 
cial report.    Will  write  by  mail. 

^  CHBSTEII  HARDING,  Jr., 

Colonel  Forty-third  Missouri  Volunteers,  Commanding  Post. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  January  5,  1865 — 3.20  p.  m. 

Colonel  Harding, /lansffls  City: 

I  want  those  guerrillas  and  robbers  exterminated,  and  when  you  liear 
of  them  anywhere  in  the  country  use  them  up.    I  wdl  try  to  have  a 
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company  of  cavalry  report  to  you.  Avoid  any  difficulty  with  Kansas. 
If  you  know  of  any  one  harboring  guerrillas  report  them  to  me  by 
telegraph. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major- General. 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  January  5, 1865. 
General  FiSK : 

Yesterday  I  sent  two  companies  out,  one  to  the  Blue  and  one  (mounted) 
to  Hickman's.  Will  press  horses  and  give  receipts.  They  will  be 
returned.  Bushwhackers  were  gathering  to  rob  the  Saint  Louis  mail, 
which  now  comes  via  Independence. 

CHESTEE  HARDING,  Jr., 
Colonel  Forty-third  Missouri  Volunteers. 


Macon,  January  5, 1865. 
Major-General  Dodge,  Saint  Louis: 

Hines,  of  Boone,  and  "Forty"  Campbell,  of  Howard,  both  noted  guer- 
rillas of  North  Missouri,  have  been  killed.  The  latter  was  found  in  an 
artificial  cave  about  two  miles  from  Fayette.  It  was  decidedly  the  hole 
of  a  copperhead.  Jim  Jackson  has  been  severely,  I  trust  mortally, 
wounded.  Our  troops  are  on  the  alert  and  weeding  out  the  villains 
daily  and  nightly. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  January  5,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Fisk,  Macon  : 

What  do  you  hear  about  the  troubles  in  Howard  and  Boone?  Who 
is  to  work  down  there "?  Had  not  a  mounted  force  better  be  sent  to  look 
after  them  ? 

G.  M.  DODGE, 
Major-  General. 

Macon,  Mo.,  January  5,  1865 — 5  p.  m. 
Major-General  Dodge: 

We  have  in  Boone  and  Howard  all  the  mounted  force  we  can  possibly 
spare  from  other  points.  The  best  mounted  troops  we  have  are  stationed 
at  Rocheport,  Fayette,  and  Glasgow,  and  are  doing  very  good  service. 
We  sufl'er  for  the  want  of  horses, 

C.  B.  FISK, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Macon,  Mo.,  January  5, 1865—8  p.  m. 
Major-General  Dodge: 

I  see  by  this  morning's  Democrat  what  I  suppose  called  out  your  dis- 
patch of  to-day.  "  Lincoln,"  the  correspondent,  misrepresents  the  case 
most  wickedly.  Five  companies  of  the  Ninth  Cavalry  Missouri  State 
Militia  are  in  Howard  and  Boone  doing  good  service. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Macon,  January  5, 1865. 
Messrs.  McKee  and  Fishbaok, 

Missouri, Democrat^  Saint  Louis,  Mo.: 
Will  you  please  give  me  the  name  of  your  correspondent  at  Columbia 
who  signed  "Lincoln"  in  this  morning's  Democrat,  and  please  say, 
to-morrow  morning,  you  are  officially  advised  that  the  statements  by 
him  made  were  incorrect?  The  best  troops  of  my  command  are  in  the 
counties  of  Howard  and  Boone,  and  are  [doing]  first-rate  service. 
Half  of  the  Ninth  Cavalry  Missouri  State  Militia  are  down  there,  and 
part  of  the  Forty-ninth.  I  will  give  you  the  secret— don't  let  it  out. 
Certain  gentlemen  at  Columbia  want  an  entire  company  of  cavalry  to 
escort  them  to  and  from  the  railroad.  We  don't  propose  to  furnish  it. 
Please  put  us  right  and  tell  us  who  Lincoln  is. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK. 


Headquarters  District  of  North  Missouri, 

Macon,  Mo.,  January  5,  1865. 
Stephen  Blanchard, 

Chairman  Committee,  Oregon,  Mo.  : 
Dear  Sir  :  Tour  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo  was  received  during  my 
absence  from  Macon.  I  am  pained  to  learn  of  the  continued  troublesin 
Holt  County.  I  was  fearful  that  your  community  were  educating  the 
lawless  spirits  to  deeds  of  violence  and  shame  when  last  September 
they  denounced  the  military  authorities  for  arresting  and  punishing 
common  thieves.  It  is  a  dangerous  and  destructive  doctrine  to  incul- 
cate that  because  a  man  is  for  the  Union  lie  cannot  therefore  do  any 
wrong.  I  have  directed  the  commanding  officer  at  Saint  Joseph  to  give 
you  all  the  assistance  in  his  power  to  relieve  and  preserve  the  peace 
and  quiet  of  Holt  County.  I  am  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  all  rebels 
should  leave  the  State  of  Missouri  and  not  return  during  the  war.  I 
shall  go  as  far  in  that  direction  as  any  other  officer,  or  as  far  as  my 
superiors  will  permit  me  to  go.  I  will  sustain  your  committee  in  mak- 
ing the  invitation  to  all  rebels  to  quietly  withdraw  from  among  us  until 
the  strife  is  over.  You  will,  however,  consult  with  Colonel  Finger, 
commanding  officer  at  Saint  Joseph,  and  Captain  Walser,  provost- 
marshal,  touching  the  matter.  I  hope  soon  to  hear  of  a  better  state  of 
things  in  Holt  County. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  District  of  North  Missouri, 

]Sfo.  3.  )  Macon,  Mo.,  January  5, 1865, 

1.  The  Fifty-ninth  Regiment  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  Col.  F.  Mor- 
sey  commanding,  is  hereby  relieved  from  active  duty.  Ordnance  and 
quartermaster's  stores  will  be  turned  over  to  the  proper  staff  officers  of 
Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  of  the  Eighth  Military  District. 

2.  The  detachment  of  Fiftieth  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieut.  Eussell  Smith,  stationed  at  Edina,  Knox  County,  Mo., 
is  hereby  relieved  from  active  duty.  The  arms  of  the  command  will  be 
kept  at  Edina  under  proper  custody. 
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3.  Capt.  G.  A.  Holloway,  assistant  adjutant- general.  Laving  received 
notice  from  the  War  Department  of  the  acceptance  of  his  resignation, 
is  hereby  relieved  from  duty  at  these  headciuarters. 

#■#»»*** 

5.  Captain  Teague,  Coiniiauy  C,  Thirty-seventh  lieginient  lilnrollcd 
Missouri  Militia,  on  duty  at  Troy,  Lincoln  County,  Mo.,  i.s  liereby 
relieved  from  active  service.  Captain  Teagne  will  transfer  all  State 
property  in  his  possession  to  the  ]iro])er  staff  ofiScers  of  the  l<]ighth 
Military  District,  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia. 

•  »  »  *  *  »  » 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  B.  Fisk: 

G.  A.  HOLLOWAY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hbadqtjaiiteks  District  of  ]SroKTH  MistsouRi, 

Macon,  Mo.,  January  5,  1865. 
General  J.  B.  Douglass, 

Columbia,  Mo. : 
General  :  Your  favor  of  the  22d  ultimo*  waited  my  return  from 
Saint  Louis,  whither  I  have  been  iu  attendance  of  court-martial  for  the 
last  two  weeks.  The  chief  of  cavalry  of  the  department  has  been 
consummating  consolidation  arrangements  for  the  cavalry  of  my  com- 
mand, and  I  have  therefore  been  waiting  his  action,  and  I  had  been 
led  to  conclude  that  Boone  County  would  take  care  of  itself.  WJiat 
has  become  of  the  Columbia  organization?  I  have  this  day  ordered 
Captain  Cook's  company  to  Roclieport,  and  hope  they  will  kill  every 
rebel  in  Boone  and  Howard  Counties.  1  wish  you  would  give  me  the 
names  of  twenty-five  families  for  immediate  deportation  to  the  land  of 
their  love.  I  desire  to  send  them  out  at  once,  and  quietly  jjick  out 
first-class  families.  I  also  want  the  names  of  the  parties  who  should 
pay  forfeited  bonds.  I  will  proceed  to  collect  forthwith  without  wait- 
ing trial  by  commission.  Give  me  good  and  sure  cases  and  I  will  col- 
lect the  money  in  double-quick. 
Yery  respectfully, 

CLINTON  B.  FI8K, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Maoon,  January  o,  1865. 
Colonel  PiNGER, 

Saint  Joseph: 

Can  you  not  stop  the  outrages  in  Holt  County!     Letters  from  that 
region  indicate  a  very  bad  state  of  affairs. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Saint  Joseph,  January  5, 1865. 
Brigadier-General  Fisk: 

There  is  a  secret  in  the  outrages  that  are  committed  in  Holt  County 
which  after  discovered  will  let  you  know,  in  which  some  of  the  most 
prominent  citizens  of  this  county  are  concerned. 

JOHN  PINGEE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Hub-District. 

*  See  Vol.  XLI,  Part  IV,  p.  918. 
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Headquakters  Department  op  New  Mexico, 

Whittemore's  Ranch,  N,  Mex.,  January  5,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  Marcellus  M.  Crocker,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

Commanding  at  Fort  Sumner,  If.  Mex.: 
General  :  The  general  commanding  tbe  department  directs  me  to 
write  to  you  as  follows:  Send  all  men  belonging  to  Company  A,  First 
Cavalry  New  Mexico  Volunteers,  to  Fort  Stanton.  It  is  supposed  that 
some  are  at  your  post  unless  they  left  with  Lieutenant  Hnbbellfor  Fort 
Stanton.  The  general  saw  a  Navajo  woman  having  with  her  a  Navajo 
girl,  aged  about  twelve  years,  about  three  miles  from  this  place.  They 
had  evidently  followed  an  ox  train  which  had  brought  liour  to  Fort 
Sumner  from  Mr.  Moore  a  few  days  since,  and  this  evening  another 
Navajo  woman,  aged  about  eighteen,  came  into  this  ranch  from  the 
direction  of  Fort  Sumner.  This  last  one  he  has  asked  Mr.  Whittemore 
to  return  to  Fort  Sumner  by  the  first  opportunity.  The  general  is 
under  the  impression  that  a  great  many  Navajo  women  are  inveigled 
away  from  Fort  Sumner  by  Mexicans  who  come  there  with  supplies, 
and  that  others  are  perhajjs  wandering  away  toward  the  settlements. 
This  must  be  eflectually  stopped  at  once,  and  he  leaves  it  with  you  to 
adopt  the  means.  It  is  understood  here  that  Doctor  Steck  told  Mr. 
Tayhir  that  the  Navajoes  are  going  off  by  fives  and  sixes  every  day; 
that  the  Indians  told  him  so.  One  or  two  movable  pickets  commanded 
by  a  determined  oflicer  could  soon  ascertain  whether  this  is  true  and 
put  a  stop  to  it.  An  officer  and  a  half  dozen  men  stationed  at  this 
])oint  to  search  trains  might  also  do  a  great  deal  of  good.  In  conclu- 
sion, the  general  suggests  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  not  permit 
any  Indians  to  leave  the  post  without  a  written  passport,  these  to  be 
delivered  u])  on  their  return. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ERASTUS  W.  WOOD, 

Aide-deCamp. 


Special  Orders,  )      Hdqrs.  Defenses  op  New  Orleans, 

Uo.  4.  )  I^ew  Orleans,  January  6, 1865. 

2,  The  Second  Illinois  Battery  will  proceed  to  Greenville  and  report 
for  duty  to  Col.  J.  H.  Sypher,  Eleventh  U.  S.  Colored  Heavy  Artillery, 
commanding  Artillery  Camp  of  Instruction. 

.*  *  #  #  »  *  * 

Bv  command  of  Brigadier-General  Sherman : 
^  FEBDERIC  SPEED, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

jjo  (j.  (  ^e«'  Orleans,  La.,  January  6, 1865. 

3  Cant  F.  W.  Emery,  assistant  adjutant-general,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is 
herebv  assigned  to  duty  with  the  Third  Brigade  of  the  Reserve  Corps 
of  the  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi,  and  will  report  accord- 
ingly, without" delay,  to  Brig.  Gen.  C.  C.  Andrews,  commanding  the  bn- 
gade,  at  Morgauza,  La. 
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5.  Maj.  Gen.  F,  Steele,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  assigned  to  tlie  command 
of  the  camp  to  be  established  at  Kenuerville,  La.,  and  charged  with 
the  duty  of  preparing  the  troops  to  be  assembled  there  for  the  field. 
He  will  report  directly  to  the  headquarters  of  the  division  and  will 
make  his  requisitions  for  supplies  upon  the  chiefs  of  the  staff  depart- 
ments at  these  headquarters. 

6.  Capt.  Henry  M.  Lazelle,  Eighth  U.  S.  Infantry,  having  reported  at 
these  headquarters  in  accordance  with  War  Department  Special  Orders, 
No.  425,  paragraph  34,  series  of  1864,  is  hereby  temporarily  assigned  to 
duty  as  acting  assistant  inspector-general  of  the  troops  now  being  col- 
lected at  Kenuerville,  La.  He  will  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  F.  Steele  with- 
out delay. 

7.  Lieut.  Col.  J.  G.  Chandler,  chief  quartermaster  Nineteenth  Army 
Corps,  will  report  in  person  to  the  chief  quartermaster  ])epartmeut  of 
the  Gulf  for  duty  as  inspector  in  the  quartermaster's  department. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  E.  S.  Canby : 

C.  T.  CHEISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  (1,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Ullmann, 

Morganza,  La. : 
The  commanding  general  directs  that  Brigadier-General  Andrews 
proceed  with  the  regiments  of  the  Third  Brigade,  Reserve  Corps,  now 
at  Morganza,  as  soon  as  transportation  can  be  furnished,  to  Keuner- 
ville,  reporting  on  arrival  there  to  Major-General  Steele. 

C.  T.  CHEISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Little  Eock,  Ark.,  January  C,  18G5 — 4  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Your  telegram  of  the  30th  ultimo  received.*  It  is  impracticable  to  sup- 
ply a  competent  garrison  at  Fort  Smith  by  the  Arkansas  Eiver.  That 
river  cannot  be  relied  upon.  Orders  for  the  evacuation  of  Fort  Smith 
left  here  on  the  13th  ultimo.  The  last  report  from  General  Thayer 
was  dated  at  Fort  Smith,  22d  ultimo.  Five  regiments  were  en  route 
for  this  point,  and  the  remainder  of  the  garrison  was  to  follow  on  the 
arrival  of  a  small  train  expected  from  Fort  Scott.  Two  batteries  have 
arrived  here  per  steamer,  without  horses.  I  found  here  on  my  arrival, 
22d  ultimo,  a  rise  of  ten  feet,  a,icd  ventured  to  send  several  steamers  to 
transport  public  property  from  Fort  Smith.  Stage  of  water  would  not 
admit  of  a  second  trip.  Ha\e  sent  supplies  to  Lewisburg  to  meet  the 
troops  from  Fort  Smith.  It  is  proposed  to  maintain  Lewisburg  as  the 
western  post  of  the  department,  and  we  will,  according  to  the  experience 
of  the  past  two  years,  find  no  little  difficulty  in  maintaining  animals 
there  by  the  river. 

J.  J.  EEYNOLDS, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

'  Seo  Vol.  XLI,  Part  IV,  p.  964. 
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Special  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Department  of  Arkansas, 

^o.  6.  J  Little  Bock,  Arlc,  January  6,  1865. 

1.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  Second  Connecticut  Battery  will 
proceed  without  delay  with  his  battery  to  New  Orleans,  La.,  and  report 
on  arrival  to  the  chief  of  artillery.  Military  Division  of  West  Missis- 
sippi, for  duty.  The  quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  the  neces- 
sary transportation. 

2.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  Seventh  Massachusetts  Battery 
will  proceed  without  delay  with  his  battery  to  New  Orleans,  La.,  and 
report  on  arrival  to  the  chief  of  artillery.  Military  Division  of  West 
Mississippi,  for  duty.  The  quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  the 
necessary  transportation. 

4.  The  commanding  officer  of  Battery  D,  Second  Missouri  Artillery, 
will  proceed  with  two  sections  of  his 'battery  to  Saint  Charles,  Ark., 
and  report  for  duty  to  the  commanding  officer  at  that  place.  Before 
leaving  Devall's  Bluff  he  will  turn  over  to  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment the  horses  attached  to  the  two  sections  herein  designated,  retain- 
ing all  harness  and  other  equipments  of  the  battery.  The  quarter- 
master's department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Eeynolds: 

JOHN  LEVERING, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Little  Eock,  January  6,  1865. 

(Received  10  a.  m.) 
General  Shaler, 

DevalPs  Bluff: 
Let  the  movement  of  the  Fourth  Brigade,  Reserve  Corps,  proceed. 
No  emergency  exists,  but  no  unnecessary  delay  should  occur.  Direct 
Colonel  Black  to  refer  no  more  questions  to  this  office.  You  will  please 
give  such  orders  for  this  movement  as  the  public  good  demands.  The 
simplest  way  is  to  use  transportation  as  it  can  be  had  to  mouth  of 
White  River,  and  thence  opportunities  occur  daily  to  New  Orleans. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Eeynolds : 

W.  D.  GREEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Devall's  Bluff,  Arlc,  January  6,  1865. 
Colonel  Black, 

Commanding  Reserve  Brigade: 

Sir  :  Major-General  Reynolds  directs  that  you  proceed  in  execution 
of  the  movement  of  your  brigade  previously  ordered  from  headquarters 
Department  of  Arkansas.  The  Kate  Hart  can  start  at  once.  The 
Mepham  will  be  ready  for  you  about  10  a.  m.  to-morrow.  Inclosed  is  a 
copy  of  telegram  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Green  to  Brigadier-General 
Shaler.* 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

CHAS.  E.  HOWE, 
Captain,  Twelfth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 

*  ^ee  next,  »n<e. 
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IIeadquaetkks  Depaktment  of  Aekansas, 

Little  Bock,  January  6',  1865. 

Col.  A.  H.  Ryan, 

Lewishurg : 
The  general  desires  to  know  the  latest  information  you  have  from  the 
Fort  Smith  forces,  and  that  you  answer  immediately.     He  also  says  it 
is  not  practicable  to  send  you  any  more  cavalry  at  the  present  time. 
Eespectfully, 

W.  D.  GREEN, 
Asuistant  Adjutant-General. 

1  leave  for  the  North  to-day.     Shall  join  Carr  and  i)arty  at  Devall's 
Bluff. 


Lewisbukg,  January  6",  1865. 
Major  Levering, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Little  Boclc: 
Courier  in  last  night  from  Norristown  reports  the  rebels  with  artillery 
camped  back  of  Dardanelle.  River  rose  one  inch  last  night.  Heavy 
snow-storm  this  a.  ni.  Is  there  any  force  out  from  Brownsville  in 
direction  of  Little  Red  River  ?  With  my  present  force  1  cannot  keep  a 
good  lookout  in  that  direction.  Soon  as  storm  admits  I  will  send 
steamer  Alamo  to  assist  the  Lotus  to  this  place. 
Respectfully, 

A.  H.  RYAN, 

Colonel. 


Headquarters  Depj».rtment  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Rock,  January  6,  1865. 
Col.  A.  H.  Ryan, 

Commanding,  Lewishurg: 
Your    dispatch    received.     Action  approved.     No  force  out  from 
Brownsville  in  directiou  cf  Little  Red  River. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Geu.  J.  J.  Reynolds: 

JOHN  LEVERING, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Mississippi, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  January  6,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  WASHBUiter, 

Commanding  District  of  Vieksburg,  Vicksburg,  Miss. : 

General:  The  major  general  commanding  department  directs  that 
if  the  cavalry  now  out  on  expedition  under  Brigadier-General  Grierson 
should  strike  the  river  within  your  command  the  entire  force  shall  be 
immediately  sent  by  river  to  Memphis,  and  a  report  sent  by  first  steamer 
of  any  Information  received  of  their  arrival  at  any  given  point  or  ot 
any  information  brought  in  concerning  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

T.  H.  HARRIS, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Chap.LX.]  correspondence,  ETC. UNION.  451 

General  Okdbrs,  )         Hdqes.  District  of  Natchez, 

(  Department  of  Mississippi, 

^*^-  •^-  ■)  N'atchez,  Miss.,  January  6,  180 j. 

1.  The  following  order  is  publisLed  for  the  iuformation  of  all  coa- 
ccrned  :* 

2.  In  obedience  thereto  I  assume  command  of  the  district.  The  fol- 
lowing staft  officers  are  announced:  Capt.  B.  P.  Morey,  assistant 
adjutant-general;  First  Lieut.  A.  S.  Montgomery,  Seventh  Missouri 
Cavalry,  and  First  Lieut.  E.  D,  Meier,  First  Louisiana  Cavalry,  aides- 
de-camp;  Capt.C.  H.  Thompson,  subsistence  department;  Capt.  W.R. 
McComas,  Eighty-third  Ohio  Infantry,  ordnance  officer  and -engineer; 
Inrst  Lieut.  T.  D.  Johnson,  Third  Iowa  Cavalry,  acting  assistant  quar- 
termaster: First  Lieut.  E.  A.  Denicke,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army. 
Chiefs  of  other  staff  departments  will  be  announced  when  selected. 

3.  Office  hours  will  be  from  9  a.  m.  to  5  p.  m.  Business  of  impor- 
tance stated  to  the  staff  officer  on  duty  daily  at  headquarters  at  any 
other  hours  will  receive  attention. 

J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )    Headquarters  District  of  Natchez, 

^o-  1-  )  Natchez,  Miss.,  January  6, 1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  Mason  Brayman,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  that  portion  of  the  District  of  Natchez  lying  west  of  the  Mis- 
.sissippi  Eiver,  to  be  designated  as  the  Sub-District  of  Vidalia,  with 
headquarters  at  Vidalia,  La. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Davidson: 

B.  F.  MOEEY, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  January  6, 1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  inibrmation  of  the 
general  commanding,  that  everything  in  this  department  is  quiet, 
except  the  depredations  of  a  few  guerrilla  bands.  These  are  being 
hunted  down,  about  thirty  of  them  having  been  killed  during  the  two 
weeks  past,  among  the  number  three  notorious  leaders.  The  troops 
in  the  department  are  going  out  of  service  very  lapidly.  They  are  gen- 
erally posted  now,  having  in  view  the  obtaining  of  forage  and  shelter  for 
stock  as  well  as  for  local  defense.  I  am  endeavoring,  so  far  as  possible, 
to  concentrate  them  at  the  vital  points  and  on  our  lines  of  commu- 
nication. Price  in  his  raid  destroyed  most  of  the  bridges,  block- 
houses, «&c.  The  bridges  are  being  rebuilt  by  Government.  The  block- 
houses at  the  important  bridges  should  be  replaced,  but  I  have  no  troops 
to  do  it  with.  I  would  like  to  obtain  a  i^vf  companies  of  engineers  for 
that  purpose,  as  I  consider  it  Important  that  the  blockhouses  be  built. 
All  the  troops  throughout  the  dei)artment  have  been  ordered  to  pro- 
tect themselves  at  their  stations  by  forts,  stockades,  &c.  The  lines  of 
communication  are  not  molested  now,  and  have  only  small  guards  at 

*  See  General  Orders,  No.  2,  He.adcjnarters  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 
p.  401. 
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the  important  bridges.  There  is  reported  to  be  a  force  gathering  around 
Pocahontas,  Batesville,  &c.  Shelby  ordered  them  to  concentrate  in 
Strawberry  Bottoms  on  Jan  nary  20  instant.  I  doubt  whether  he  gets 
many  of  the  men.  The  going  out  of  service  of  the  Missouri  State 
Militia,  and  sending  away  to  General  Thomas  of  the  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
will  strip  the  department  of  troops.  General  Halleck  when  he  called 
upon  me  for  the  latter  stated  that  they  would  be  returned  when  the 
crisis  requiring  them  had  passed. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major- General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Hdqes.  Military  Division  op  West  Mississippi, 

Ifeic  Orleans,  January  29, 1865. 
Respectfully  forwarded,*  Avith  the  recommendation  that  provision  be 
made  for  the  contingency  herein  referred  to.  I  see  no  present  pros- 
pect of  supplying  this  deficiency  from  other  departments  of  the  divis- 
ion. With  this  1  transmit  a  list  of  the  regiments  with  the  dates  at 
which  their  terms  of  service  expire. 

ED.  E.  S.  CAN  BY, 

Major-General. 

[Inclosure.] 
Missouri  State  Militia. 


No. 

Kegiraents. 

Arm. 

Date  of  muster  into 
U.  S.  service,  from — 

Period. 

Expiration  of  term, 
from — 

Strength. 

1 

Missouri  State 

Militia. 
....do  

Cavalry... 
....do  

February  3  to  April 

8,1802.' 
December  4, 1861,  to 

October  31, 1862. 
January,    1862,    to 

December,  1663. 
January  16  to  April 

1, 1862. 
May  19, 1862 

Three  years. 

....do  

....do 

....do  

do 

February  3  to  April 

8,1865. 
Decern  ber  4, 1 864,  to 

October  31, 1865. 
January,     1865,    to 

December,  1866. 
January  16  to  April' 

1, 1865. 

May  19,1805 

January  12, 1865,  to 

March  15, 1866. 
April  4  to  April  21, 

1865. 
December  8, 1864,  to 

April  14, 1865. 

April,  1865 

December   21,  1864, 

to  May  10,  1865. 

867 
055 

3 
4 

.-..do  

....do 

....do 

....do  

730 

fi 

do 

....do 

712 

....do  

....do 

Jauuarv  12,  1862,  to 
March  15, 1863. 

April  4  to  April  21, 
1862. 

December  8, 1861,  to 
April  14, 1862. 

April,  1802 

....do 

....do 

...do 

....do 

7 

lie   

do 

831 

8 

...  do 

do 

1,005 

q 

....do  

....do  

10 

....do  

Infantry.. 

December  21,  1861, 
to  May  10, 1862. 

....do 



The  above  is  taken  from  the  regimental  records. 

J.  F.  BENNETT, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Speciax,  Orders,  )  Hdqes.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  6.  )  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  6,  1865. 

12.  The  Second  Missouri  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  C.  B.  Hunt  commanding, 
now  stationed  at  Benton  Barracks,  will  report  for  duty  to  Col.  B,  L.  E. 
Bonneville,  commanding  post  at  Benton  Barracks. 


By  command  of  Major-General  Dodge : 


J.  W.  BAENES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


To  Major-General  Halleck. 
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General  Orders,  )  Headqtjaeters  Saint  Louis  District, 

■^°-  2-  5  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  (J,  1805. 

The  following-named  officers  constitute  the  district  staff';  they  will 
^■^  .^^^^^^  a°d  obeyed  accordingly,  viz:  Lieut.  Col.  David  Murphy, 
fiftieth  Missouri  Volunteers,  inspector;  Mai.  S.  D.  Carpenter,  U.  s! 
Volunteers,  surgeon  in  charge;  Maj.  H.  H.  Williams,  Tenth  Kansas  Vet- 
eran Volunteers, provost-marshal;  Maj.  W.Fischer,  Fifth  Missouri  State 
Militia  [Cavalry],  topographical  engineer;  Maj.  C.  H.  Gregory,  Seventli 
Kansas  Veteran  Cavalry,  chief  of  cavalry  and  acting  orduai'ice  ofiScer; 
Maj.  H.  Hannahs,  Fiftieth  Missouri  Volunteers,  acting  assistant  adju- 
tant-general, in  charge  of  office;  Capt.  H.  Garvens,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
district  quartermaster;  Capt.  (t.  W.  Gilson,  Fortieth  Missouri  Volun- 
teers, assistant  inspector;  Capt.  C.  L.  Porter,  Eighteenth  U.  S.  Colored 
Infantry,  in  charge  of  permit  office;  Chaplain  J.  G.  Formau,  First 
Infantry  Missouri  State  Militia,  superintendent  refugees  and  contra- 
bands; First  Lieut.  William  Ewing,  U.  S.  Army,  assistant  commissary 
of  musters  5  First  Lieut.  A.  Vezin,  Fourth  Missouri  Cavalry,  aide-de- 
camp and  acting  assistant  adjutant-general;  Second  Lieut.  G.  E. 
Hodgdon,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  judge-advocate ;  Second  Lieut.  T.  F. 
Oakes,  Eighteenth  F.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  aide-de-camp. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Ewing,  jr. : 

n.  HANNAHS, 
Major  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

Saint  Louis,  January  0,  1865. 

Colonel   BoiSTNEVILLE, 

Benton  Barracks: 
The   Thirty-ninth    Missouri  Volunteers   will    arrive   at    your   post 
to-morrow  morning.     Please  furnish  quarters  for  r»75  men  on  applica- 
tion. 

H.  HANNAHS, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Cape  Girardeau,  January  C,  1805. 
Maj.  H.  Hannahs, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Troops  were  stationed  at  Caruthersville  before  I  took  command,  by 
the  advice  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hiller,  then  commanding,  at  tlie 
request  of  citizens  there.  I  approved  it  because  I  did  not  think  it  safe 
or  necessary,  but  after  strong  stockade  had  been  built,  rendering  it 
perfectly  safe,  and  after  the  citizens  had  been  led  to  commit  themselves, 
so  as  to  endanger  their  lives  and  property  if  the  force  was  withdrawn, 
I  thought  it  to  be  a  breach  of  faith  and  hardly  just  to  withdraw  the 
force  and  expose  them  to  the  revenge  of  guerrillas.  It  prevents  smug- 
gling, protects  navigation  on  the  river,  and  renders  it  unnecessary  to 
keep  as  large  a  force  at  New  Madrid  as  would  otherwise  be  necessary. 
The  same  force  now  at  both  would  be  necessary  at  New  Madrid  to  keep 
the  river  clear  of  guerrillas.  Besides,  the  time  of  the  troops  at  Caruth- 
ersville expires  on  the  24th  instant,  and  they  could  hardly  be  got  on 
duty  at  another  post  before  their  time  would  be  out.    However,  I  think 
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the  reasons  for  keeping  a  post  tbere  are  not  strong  ones.  My  views  on 
the  wliole  situation  tliere  are  fully  exi)lainecl  in  an  informal  letter  to 
General  Ewing,  dated  December  17,  and  several  telegrams  between  that 
time  and  January  1,  which  perhaps  it  would  be  well  to  show  Major- 
General  Dodge.  The  post  was  established  by  Ma,ior-General  Pleas- 
oiiton. 

J.  B.  ROGERS, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Central  Missouri, 

Warrensburg,  January  C,  1805. 

Commanding  Officer  at  Pleasant  Hill: 

It  is  reported  by  telegraph  from  Kansas  City  that  eighty  of  Shelby's 
men  are  in  Jackson  County,  moving  toward  Pleasant  Hill.  Act  accord- 
ingly and  advise  me. 

JNO.  r.  PHILIPS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  District. 


Kansas  City,  January  6',  1865 — 10  a.  m. 
General  Dodge, 

Saint  Louis: 
Dispatches  of  5th  just  received.     Will  telegraph  answer  as  soon  as  I 
can  get  the  information.     Have  heard  from  my  men  in  the  country; 
they  are  doing  good  Avork.     Would  like  to  have  my  whole  regiment 
here. 

CHESTER  HARDING,  Jr., 
Colonel  Forty-third  Missouri,  Commanding  Post. 


Kansas  Cit^',  January  (•,  ]8(!5. 
Commanding  Officer  at  Warrensburg: 

Said  to  be  eighty  of  Shelby's  men  in  this  county  moving  toward 
Pleasant  Hill.     Don't  know  that  the  report  is  true. 

CHESTER  HARDING,  .Jr., 

Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


Headqitarters  Department  op  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  January  G,  1865 — i  j).  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  C.  V,.  FiSK, 

Mucon,  Mo.: 

It  is  reported  that  Charles  Paul,  a  loyal  man,  was  taken  prisoner  by 
Captain  Benecke's  company  with  intention  of  delivering  him  at  Macon. 
He  was  not  delivered,  and  it  is  thought  the  company  killed  him  out  of 
some  personal  spite.  Look  into  this.  Have  the  captain  account  for  the 
man,  and  if  statements  are  true  we  will  hold  the  captain  responsible. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-Qeneral. 
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Special  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  District  of  :North  Missouri, 

^^-  *•  5  Macon,  3Io.,  January  6, 1865. 

*  »        ,         #  #  «  »  ^ 

V.  Company  P,  Kinth  Cavalry  Missouri  State  Militia,  will  march 
without  delay  to  Roclieport,  Boone  County.  The  commanding  officer 
will  report  in  person  for  further  orders  and  instructions  to  the  com- 
luauding  general  of  the  district. 

yil.  Col.  John  F.  Williams,  Ninth  Cavalry  Missouri  State  Militia, 
IS  hereby  assigned  to  command  of  Sub-District  and  Post  of  Macon, 
relieving  Lieut.  Col.  D.  M.  Draper,  of  the  same  regiment,  absent  at  Jef- 
ferson City. 

VIII.  In  compliance  with  orders  from  the  major-general  commanding 
the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Capt.  F.  W.  Fuchs,  Battery  C,  Second 
Missouri  Artillery,  will  immediately  transfer  the  four  mountain  how- 
itzers now  in  his  possession  to  the  proper  ofBcer  in  Saint  Louis  Arsenal. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  B.  Fisk : 

G.  A.  HOLLOW  AY, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Paola,  January  (1,  1865. 
Col.  C.W.Blair: 

The  general  directs  me  to  inquire  whether  you  have  removed  the 
troops  from  Mound  City.  He  wishes  to  make  some  other  changes  when 
you  have  disposed  of  the  troops. 

GEO.  S.  HAMPTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Fort  Soott,  Januury  ti,  1&65. 
Capt.  George  S.  Hampton, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General ,  Faola: 
Orders  went  up  to  Mound  City  yesterday  for  one  company  and  this 
morning  another,  leaving  but  one  company  at  Mound  City.    They  will 
not  get  started  down,  I  suppose,  till  the  first  of  next  week.     Have  writ- 
ten the  general  on  the  subject.    He  will  get  my  letter  to-morrow  night. 

CHAS.  W.  BLAIE, 

Colonel. 


Special  Orders,  )       Hbqrs.  District  of  North  Kansas, 

No.  4.  )  Fort  Leavenworth,  January  l>,  1865. 

1.  By  direction  from  headquarters  Department  of  Kansas,  Captain 
Ames,  Company  A,  Sixteenth  Kansas  Volunteer  Cavaliy,  will  move 
to-morrow  morning  to  Lawrence,  Kans.,  and  report  by  letter  to  Major- 
Geueral  Blunt,  commanding  District  of  South  Kansas,  headquarters 
at  Paola,  Kans. 

2.  By  direction  from  headquarters  Department  of  Kansas,  Captain 
Kendall,  Company  D,  Sixteenth  Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry,  will  move 
to-morrow  morning  to  Council  Grove,  Kans.,  and  report  by  letter  to 
Major-General  Blunt,  commanding  District  of  South  Kansas,  headquar- 
ters at  Paola,  Kans. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  T.  A.  Davies  : 

D.  J.  CKAIGIE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquabteks, 
Fort  Lyon,  Colo.  Ter.,  January  6, 1865. 

.Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

District  of  Upper  Arkansas,  Fort  Riley,  Kans. : 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  since  my  report  of  the  13th  of 
December  last  no  Indians  have  appeared  in  this  immediate  vicinity, 
yet  two  bands  have  crossed  the  Arkansas  Eiver  near  the  Cimarron 
Crossing,  traveling  northward.  One  party  attacked  a  small  party  of 
whites  returning  from  New  Mexico,  wounding  six.  The  particulars  I 
have  not  learned.  Ed.  Gurner,  who  was  in  the  Cheyenne  camp  at  the 
time  it  was  attacjked  by  Colonel  Chivington,  on  the  2yth  of  November, 
has  returned.  He  reports  the  Indians  to  have  moved  from  their  camp 
on  the  Smoky  Hill  and  to  have  made  camp  again  on  Beaver  Creek, 
more  to  the  north  and  about  170  miles  from  this  post.  They  are  about 
the  same  in  number  as  previous  reports  have  stated,  viz,  1,080  lodges 
of  Sioux,  400  lodges  of  Cheyenne,  and  40  of  Arapaho.  This  would 
give  them  about  2,500  fighting  men.  The  trails  that  have  since  crossed 
to  the  north  were  leading  toward  their  camp,  and  must  have  been  made 
by  Little  Raven's  Arapahoes,  or  by  the  Kiowas  and  Comauches.  In 
either  case  their  forces  are  increased.  The  Indians  are  evidently  pre- 
paring for  war  on  a  larger  scale  than  before  their  battle  at  Sand  Creek. 
Black  Kettle,  Little  Eobe,  and  Knock  Knee,  who  were  reported  killed, 
are  at  the  main  camp  alive  and  well,  and  are  the  loudest  for  war  of  any 
of  the  chiefs.  I  think  it  very  unsafe  now  for  any  small  parties  to 
attempt  to  ])ass  over  either  the  Platte  or  Arkansas  routes  without  a 
large  escort,  except  there  be  a  large  force  sent  against  the  Indians  to 
call  them  to  their  camp  for  its  protection.  The  winter  I  consider  the  best 
time  to  fight  the  Indians,  as  their  stock  is  reduced  and  they  cannot 
move  as  rapidly.  I  believe  a  large  force  of  cavalry,  with  forage,  could 
overtake  their  main  camp  now,  as  they  are  preparing  their  supply  of 
buffalo  meat.  Only  small  war  parties  are  now  out,  and  these  we  cannot 
follow  with  any  horses  we  have  in  this  country  with  success.  Captain 
Soule  has  just  returned  from  a  scout  about  fifty  miles  to  the  north  and 
east.  He  visited  the  camp  on  Sand  Creek  where  Colonel  Chivington 
attacked  them.  No  Indians  had  been  there  since  Colonel  C.  left. 
Captain  Soule  could  only  find  the  bodies  of  sixty-nine  Indians,  and  a 
large  majori^^y  of  these  were  women  and  children.  I  am  satisfied  that 
the  first  reports  were  wrong  as  to  the  numbers.  There  could  not  have 
been  150  killed  in  all.  The  Indians  will  soon  commence  depredations. 
They  are  evidently  only  waiting  now  to  learn  whether  or  not  we  are 
preparing  to  penetrate  into  their  country.  My  force  here  is  large 
enough  to  protect  the  post,  but  not  to  take  the  field,  and  my  stock  is  so 
much  reduced  that  I  can  only  send  escorts  for  the  mail  once  in  two  or 
three  weeks. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SCOTT  J.  ANTHONY, 
Major,  First  Colorado  Cavalry,  Commanding  Post. 


Headquaktees  District  op  Colorado, 

Denver,  January  6, 1865. 
Maj.  C.  S.  Charlot, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Department  of  Kansas: 
Ma.jor  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  early  consideration  of 
the  general  commanding,  that  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  work  in  the 
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mountains  at  present  and  the  little  taste  that  the  lOO-days'  men  had 
of  soldiering,  combined  with  the  urgent  necessity  for  troops,  particu- 
larly in  this  district,  permission  should  be  obtained  to  raise  all  the 
cavalry  possible  in  this  district,  not  to  exceed  one  maximum  regiment. 
I  could  lu  one  mouth  or  less  raise  five  full  companies,  which  might  be 
assigned  to  one  of  the  regiments  now  in  the  field,  to  complete  the 
organization  or  remain  a  battalion.  If  this  is  not  done  in  two  mouths 
it  will  be  too  late.  The  matter  of  raising  the  regiment  could  be  given 
to  the  governor  or  whoever  it  was  seen  most  fit.  Were  it  left  to  me 
none  but  ofQcers  of  the  highest  tone  would  get  positions;  but  I  prefer 
to  have  nothing  special  to  do  with  it.  1  have  not  made  this  statement 
or  suggestion  without  consulting  some  of  the  best  men  in  town,  and 
seeing  with  my  own  eyes  the  opening  for  enlistments,  as  well  as  the 
urgent  necessity  for  the  same  to  insure  protection  to  honest,  hard-work- 
ing men. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  MOONLIGHT, 
Colonel  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  Commanding. 


Hkadqttarters  Department  of  Kevv  Mexico, 

HatcWs  Ranch,  N.  Mc.x,,  January  G,  1805. 
Capt.  Edward  H.  Bergmann, 

First  Cav.  W.  Mex.  Vols.,  Comdg.  at  Fort  Bascom,  JV".  Mex. : 
Sir  :  The  general  commanding  the  department  received  at  this  place, 
this  evening,  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant.  He  directs  me  to  write  to 
you  as  follows:  That  you  must  not  relax  your  vigilance  Avith  reference 
to  Kiowas  and  Comanches.  He  neither  expects  they  will  surprise  your 
post  nor  run  off'  your  stock.  Whether  it  is  j  udicious  to  herd  your  stock 
as  far  away  as  the  Conchas  is  a  point  about  which  he  has  much  doubt. 
Tou  will  have  that  stock  guarded  wherever  it  may  be  by  at  least  a  full 
company  complete,  officers  and  all.  The  companies  will  take  turns 
every  ten  days  on  this  duty,  and  the  greatest  watchfulness  will  be 
observed  that  the  animals  neither  stray,  are  stolen,  nor  are  run  off  by 
the  Indians.  The  commanding  general  here  alludes  to  the  commissary 
and  quartermaster's  animals  and  Captain  Baca's  horses.  In  this  con- 
nection he  desires  that  you  will  send  him  a  list  of  all  these  animals, 
made  from  actual  count.  Have  a  party  of  n»en  under  a  careful  officer 
drilled  in  the  use  of  the  howitzers.  You  will  not  have  much  ammuni- 
tion to  expend  in  practice  with  these  guns.  Make  a  requisition  for 
what  you  need  and  showing  the  exact  amount  on  hand.  You  will  keep 
your  troops  busily  employed  in  drilling,  carefully  tending  their  stock, 
and  completing  your  fort.  Eeport  every  week  your  progress,  the  con- 
dition of  your  stock,  all  intelligence  received  in  relation  to  hostile 
Indians,  and  if  any  of  the  Indians  send  in  a  flag  of  truce  treat  the 
bearers  well  and  tell  them  to  wait  at  the  post  until  you  hear  from 
department  headquarters.  Send  an  intelligent  officer  to  visit  the 
different  herds  of  sheep  and  cattle  which  may  be  grazing  between 
Hatch's  Ranch  and  Fort  Bascom,  and  warn  the  men  in  charge  of  those 
herds  that  until  all  danger  of  a  visit  from  the  Kiowas  and  Comanches 
shall  have  passed  by  they  had  better  move  their  flocks  and  herds  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Pecos,  between  Anton  Chico  and  Giddings' Ranch. 
Report  the  result  of  this  warning.  There  is  good  pasturage  between 
the  Agua  Negra  and  Gallinas,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Pecos,  to  which 
thev  might  be  driven.    In  case  you  are  menaced  by  an  attack  of  a 


438  LOUISIANA   AND    THE    TRANS-MISSISSIPPI.  [Chap.  t,X. 

large  force  of  Kiowas  and  Coinanches  you  ■will  send  to  Fort  Sumner 
and  ask  Ldp  of  General  Crocker,  iuthe  ©vent  that  you  have  not  troops 
enough  at  your  own  post  to  whip  that  force.  Report  at  once  the  amount 
of  all  kiiuLs  of  supplies  which  you  have  on  hand.  The  general  desires 
me  to  say  in  conclusion  that  be  places  the  utmost  confidence  in  your 
vigilance  and  ability,  and  he  believes  that  you  will  exert  both  to  the 
utmost  in  guarding  against  surprise  and  in  furthering  the  best  interests 
of  the  Government  at  your  post  and  in  ifs  vicinity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EKASTUS  W.  WOOD, 

AidedeCamp. 


Headquarters  District  of  Iovta, 

Dubvqtie,  Iowa,  January  f>,  18(i'>, 

Assistant  Ad.ttttant-Geneeal, 

Bepartment  of  the  Northwest: 
Sir:  This  evening's  mail  brought  several  communications  from  the 
Upper  Missouri  country  in  regard  to  Indians  and  Indian  affairs,  the 
substance  of  which  letters  I  hereby  transcribe  for  the  information  of 
the  general  commanding  the  department:  Capt.  J.  H.  Pell,  assistant 
adjutant-general,  writing  from  the  post  near  Fort  Pierre  on  the  25th  of 
December,  181J4,  states  that  all  reports  from  the  Indians  show  that  they 
are  in  a  very  destitute  condition,  some  of  them  almost  starving;  that 
in  adtlition  to  the  utter  destruction  of  their  property  by  my  troops  last 
summer,  the  presence  of  troops  in  their  section  of  country  west  of  the 
Missouri  has  driven  away  all  the  buffalo;  and  it  appears  also  a  great 
many  more  wore  killed  and  wounded  in  my  fights  with  them  than  I 
reported  in  my  official  report,  for  I  only  reported  the  killed  seen  on  the 
field.  They  are  very  anxious  to  come  in  and  make  peace,  but  are  unable 
to  do  so,  and  on  that  account  he  would  suggest  Fort  Rice  as  a  suitable 
point  to  meet  them  and  talk  with  them.  These  Indians  are  the  Minne- 
coujou  and  Sans- Arc  Sioux.  Colonel  Dinion,  First  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
commanding  officer  at  Fort  Rice,  in  a  letter  dated  November  26,  states 
that  Two  Bears  and  about  eighty-five  lodges,  which  is  equivalent  to 
near  300  warriors,  is  living  near  the  fort.  This  is  the  chief  I  mentioned 
to  the  general  as  corning  in  after  the  campaign  and  giving  himself  up — 
a  brave  and  I  believe  him  to  be  a  true  Indian.  Two  Bears  brought 
into  the  fort  on  the  24th  Black  Catfish  iind  three  of  his  warriors.  This 
is  a  Yanktonnais  chief,  and  heretofore  has  been  one  of  our  most  bitter 
eneun'es.  Catfish  says  he  and  most  of  his  people  are  anxious  for  peace, 
but  that  Medicine  Bear,  another  Yanktonnais  chief,  is  usinghis  influence 
among  the  Yanktonnais  against  peace,  but  that  he  will  do  all  he  can  to 
bring  his  people  in.  He  also  states  that  the  Santees,  or  Minnesota 
Indians,  and  the  half-breeds  of  the  north  are  trying  to  keep  the  rest  of 
the  Indians  from  making  i)eace.  The  colonel  also  reports  on  the  1st  of 
December  that  a  small  party  of  his  garrison  were  returning  from  the 
Cannon  Ball  River  when  they  were  approached  by  a  small  body  of 
Indians,  who  treated  them  as  friends,  but  fired  on  a  party  of  three' sol- 
diers who  were  following  them,  consistingof  Lieutenant  Noyes,  Sergeant 
Thompson,  and  Private  Townsend.  The  two  first  were  slightly  wounded 
with  arrows,  but  Private  Town  send  is  missing.  The  party  were  thought 
to  be  Santees.  Two  Bears  and  a  party  of  Indians  had  gone  in  pursuit 
of  them.  Captain  Moreland,  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Berthold,  writes 
on  the  15th  of  November  that  Red  Moccasin,  a  Minueconjou  chief,  with 
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forty  of  his  warriors,  came  to  his  post  auxioas  to  make  peace.  He  stated 
that  his  party  was  encamped  uear  the  head  waters  of  the  Oaniiou  Ball 
Eiver,  and  also  that  Medicine  Bear,  the  Yaiiklonnais  chief,  with  100 
warriors,  had  also  been  in,  anxious  for  peace,  stating  tliat  there  was  no 
u.se  of  Indians  trying  to  fight  the  whites,  &c.  These  Indians  were 
camped  near  the  batte  of  the  Maisou  du  (Jliien.  1  place  very  little  con- 
fidence in  this  Indian,  for  I  believe  he  is  one  of  the  biggest  scoundrels  in 
the  Sioux  Nation.  I  also  inclose  you  a  coi)y  of  a  letter  from  Captain 
Moreland  in  regard  to  the  actions  of  the  half-breeds  of  the  north.  They 
are  a  great  nuisance,  and  I  don't  sec  how  we  are  to  manage  them  without 
our  troops  are  allowed  to  follow  them  into  the  British  Possessions.  I 
fear  they  will  always  be  a  great  obstacle  to  any  permanent  settlement  of 
difficulties  in  this  section  of  country.  I  have  always  been  of  the  opinion 
that  Indians  could  be  used  to  subjugate  Indians,  and  the  letters  I  liave 
lately  received  confirm  me  in  that  oi)inion. 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALF.  SULLY, 
Brigadier-  General. 

[Iliclosure.] 

FoBT  Bebtholu,  Dak.  Ter.,  November  1(1,  ISoJ. 
Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  Sully: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
half-breeds  and  whites  (English  and  Scotch)  from  the  lied  Eiver  coun- 
trj'  northeast  of  this  place  are  constantly  traversing  the  country  adja- 
cent to  this  post  (coming  within  forty  to  sixty  miles  of  here),  visiting 
and  trading  with  the  various  bands  of  Sioux  Indians  inhabiting  ttiis 
legion,  supplying  them  with  arms  and  munitions  of  war  and  inciting 
them  to  hostilities;  counseling  them  to  drive  the  whites  from  the 
country  or  exterminate  them.  There  was  a  small  party  of  these  lied 
River  traders  visited  this  place  not  long  since,  who  had  been  upon  one 
of  these  trading  excursions  with  the  Sioux.  I  am  not  advised  whether 
they  reside  on  this  side  of  the  line  or  in  the  British  Possessions.  They 
are  undoubtedly  prompted  in  these  proceedings  by  mercenary  motives, 
but  their  operations  and  their  counsels  are  evidently  detrimental  to 
the  interests  of  the  whites  and  the  GoA^ernment,  and  unless  they  are 
restricted  in  some  manner  will  result  in  much  mischief.  By  being 
deprived  of  the  means  of  obtaining  necessary  supplies  through  the 
ordinary  channels,  the  Indians  are  driven  by  necessity  to  sue  for  peace, 
and  many  of  the  hostile  bauds  already  exhibit  a  des:refor  peace.  But 
so  long  as  they  are  allowed  to  be  tampered  with  by  these  itinerant 
vagabonds,  so  long  will  all  the  efi'orts  of  the  Government  to  subdue 
them  be  futile. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.   B.  MORELAND, 
Captain,  Sivth  Iowa  Cavalry,  Commanding}  Pout. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Ifetv  Orleans,  January  7,  1865. 
The  Secretary  of  War, 

Washington,  D.  C. : 
I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  the   10th  ultimo.*     I  have  not  been  unmindful  of  the  interests 


•  See  Vol.  XLI,  Part  IV,  \>.  816. 
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referred  to  in  that  letter,  and  have  given  them  and  will  continue  to 
give  them  all  the  protection  that  can  be  given  without  endangering 
more  important  objects.  The  subject  has  been  one  of  anxious  con- 
sideration, not  only  on  account  of  the  private  interests  involved,  but 
more  prominently  on  account  of  the  welfare  of  the  laborers  employed 
on  the  plantations.  I  have  heretofore  invited  the  attention  of  the 
autborities  to  the  embarrassments  connected  with  these  interests,  and 
I  think  it  proper  to  add  some  facts  showing  the  changes  in  the  military 
relations  that  have  occurred  since  this  system  was  commenced:  (1) 
Memphis,  Vicksburg,  and  other  important  points  on  the  Mississippi 
Eiver  were  then  not  only  strongly  garrisoned,  but  there  were  heavy 
reserves  at  each  point  that  were  available  for  the  protection  of  the 
plantations.  (2)  The  reduction  of  the  force  in  the  Valley  by  transfers 
and  by  ordinary  casualties  (not  less  than  100,000  men)  has  reduced 
these  garrisons  to  their  minimum  for  safety,  and  has  involved  the 
necessity  of  abandoning  some  points  that  were  of  value  in  protecting 
the  plantations,  and  of  reducing  the  garrisons  of  others.  (3)  Many  of 
these  changes  were  made  before  I  came  into  the  command.  In  those 
made  by  me  I  have  followed  the  rule  of  breaking  up  or  reducing  the 
posts  that  were  of  least  value  as  military  positions,  and  the  same  rule 
will  be  observed  in  any  changes  that  may  hereafter  be  made.  (4)  The 
plantation  interests  extend  over  a  frontier  line,  on  both  banks  of  the 
Mississippi  and  some  of  its  tributaries,  of  nearly  3,000  miles. 

The  protection  that  might  reasonably  have  been  given  eighteen 
months  ago  cannot  reasonably  be  expected  now,  and  a  full  compliance 
with  the  wishes  of  the  planters  would  involve  a  ruinous  subdivision  of 
the  force  in  this  command.  It  would  not  secure  the  desired  end,  but 
would  expose  the  detachments  to  be  captured  or  destroyed  in  detail, 
involve  the  loss  of  the  property  on  the  plantations,  and  subject  the 
negroes  to  the  danger  of  being  carried  oft'  into  slavery.  The  most  eft'ect- 
ual  means  of  protecting  these  interests  are  military  operations  that  will 
drive  the  organized  force  of  the  rebels  from  the  vicinity  of  the  river  and 
ihe  organization  of  the  j)lanters  into  home  guards  for  protecting  them- 
selves against  raiding  parties  and  jayhawkers.  Arrangements  that 
were  being  made  some  time  since  to  effect  the  first  of  these  objects  have 
been  suspended,  by  the  necessity  of  employing  the  available  cavalry 
force  of  the  division  in  operations  upon  Hood's  communications.  They 
will  be  resumed  as  soon  as  possible,  and  I  will  at  all  times  give  the 
planters  any  aid  that  they  may  require  in  organizing  and  arming  any 
force  that  they  can  raise  for  local  purposes.  The  points  referred  to  in 
your  communication  are  covered  by  existing  orders,  but  I  will  renew 
them.  I  do  not  think,  however,  that  it  is  wise  to  undertake  more  with 
regard  to  these  interests  than  we  have  the  ability  to  carry  out,  and  I 
have  carefully  abstained  from  giving  any  encouragement  to  enterprises 
involving  the  investment  of  capital  unless  I  felt  assured  that  I  could 
give  tbem  permanent  protection.  For  convenience  of  reference  I  trans- 
mit with  this  copies  of  several  papers  bearing  upon  tlie  subject,  marked 
from  A  to  E.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  K.  S.  CANBY, 

Major -General. 

*  For  inclo.sures  here  omitted,  see  General  Orders,  No.  i,  Division  of  West  Missis- 
sippi, May  23,  1864,  Vol.  XXXIV,  Part  IV,  p.  4 ;  Canby  to  Halleck,  May  28,  1864, 
Vol.  XXXIV,  Part  IV,  p.  74,  and  General  Orders,  No.  82,  Military  Division  of  West 
Mississippi,  December  12,  1864,  Vol.  XLI,  Part  IV,  p.  828. 
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[Inolosuro  No.  l.] 

OlROXTLAR,  )       HdqRS.  MiLITAKY  DiV.  OF  "WEST  MISSISSIPPI, 

J^o.  3.       ;  New  Orleans,  La.,  June  27, 1864. 

The  subjoined  extracts  from  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
are  published  for  the  information  and  government  of  commanders  of 
departments  and  district  commanders  on  the  Mississippi  liiver,  and 
the  Ibllowing  rules  will  be  observed  in  carrying-  out  these  instructions: 

First.  The  troops  employed  in  the  protection  of  leased  plantations 
will  be  concentrated  in  strong  positions  for  the  protection  of  districts, 
and  no  detachment  will  bo  retained  for  the  protection  of  isolated 
plantations  exposed  to  attack  and  beyond  the  reach  of  immediate 
support. 

Second.  Each  point  occupied  will  be  strengthened  by  defensive  works 
so  as  to  be  secure  against  assaults,  and  to  be  able  to  hold  out  until 
re-enforced.  When  the  isolated  detachments  are  brought  in  the 
negroes  dependent  upon  them  for  protection  will  be  brought  within  our 
lines. 

Third.  The  protection  of  the  leased  plantations  will  be  held  subordi- 
nate to  the  necessity  of  employing  the  troops  for  offensive  military 
operations,  and  the  troops  so  employed  will  be  regarded  as  in  the  field, 
and  will  be  kept  in  the  state  of  preparation  directed  by  division  general 
orders. 

Fourth.  The  wood  yards  to  be  established  under  the  authority  of 
War  Department  General  Orders,  No.  124,  of  March  28,  1864,  will  be 
established  on  islands  not  accessible  by  the  enemy,  or  at  points  where 
the  men  employed  can  have  the  protection  of  the  troops.  No  trade 
stores  will  be  established  at  any  points  except  those  to  be  permanently 
occui)ied  and  garrisoned  by  at  least  a  regiment. 

Fifth.  In  giving  protection  to  the  establishments  of  freedmen  the 
same  rules  will  be  observed.  As  far  as  practicable  they  will  be  estab- 
lished at  or  so  near  the  permanent  military  posts  as  to  be  under  the 
protection  of  the  garrisons  of  those  posts,  and  in  making  any  change 
that  may  be  necessary  Colonel  Eaton,  the  general  superintendent,  will 
be  considted. 

[Extract.] 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  when  the  troops  protecting  leased 
plantations  are  required  for  offensive  operations  they  be  used  for  that 
purpose,  care  being  taken  to  give  protection  to  the  negroes  on  such  plan- 
tations by  bringing  them  within  our  lines. 
By  order  of  Mai.  Gen.  E.  \l.  S.  Canby: 

C.  T.  CHEISTEKSEN, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Hdqbs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  December  6,  1864. 
Secretary  of  War, 

Washington,  D.  G. : 

Sir:  I  have  been  prevented  by  disability  from  inviting  your  consid- 

■  eration  at  an  earlier  period  to  the  plantation  system  in  the  Valley  of 

the  Mississippi  in  its  relations  to  the  military  occupation  and  military 

operations.    When  it  was  first  commenced  the  force  on  the  river  was 

very  large,  and  under  the  assurance  of  protection,  which,  it  was  then 
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thought  proper  to  give,  a  large  uumber  of  persons  engaged  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  cotton  and  sugar.  Protection  leases  and  registers  were 
extravagantly  issued,  and  in  many  instances  to  cover  plantations  that 
were  not  and  have  not,  since  the  commencement  of  the  rebellion,  been 
within  the  limits  of  our  i>erinanent  occupation.  Three  classes  of  per- 
sons were  engaged  in  these  operations:  (1)  Loyal  and  respectable  men 
from  the  North,  who  embarked  their  capital  and  labor  as  a  pennancnt 
investment,  and  a  part  of  the  original  planters  who  submitted  them- 
selves cheerfully  to  the  change  of  circumstances.  (2)  Dishonest  and 
unprincipled  men  who  engaged  in  it  for  the  opportunities  it  afforded  for 
illegal  trade  with  the  enemy,  or  with  the  hope  of  securing  large  gains 
easily  and  rapidly.  (3)  A  large  part  of  the  original  planters  who 
accepted  the  conditions  imijosed  by  the  Government  with  the  expecta- 
tion that  our  occupation  of  the  country  would  be  temi)orary,  and  that 
they  would  be  able  in  the  end  to  secure  not  only  their  plantations  but 
their  slaves.  The  withdrawal  of  a  large  part  of  the  force  in  the  Valley 
consequent  upon  the  operations  of  Generals  Grant  and  Sherman  has 
prevented  the  protection  that  was  proper,  and  appears  to  have  been 
promised,  and  exposed  the  iirst  class,  except  those  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  military  posts,  to  raids  of  the  enemy,  who  tiud  in  these 
plantations  a  convenient  source  of  supply  for  many  of  their  wants. 
The  restrictions  upon  trade  and  the  general  failure  of  the  crops  through- 
out the  Valley  has  disappointed  the  expectations  of  the  second  class, 
and  a  majority  of  them  have  abandoned  the  plantations  they  had 
leased,  leaving  the  negroes  to  run  at  large  or  throwing  them  back  upon 
the  Army  or  Treasury  Department  for  care  and  support.  The  third 
class,  disappointed  in  their  expectations  of  seeing  the  Valley  reoccupied 
by  the  rebels,  have  left  or  are  preparing  [to]  leave  for  points  within 
the  rebel  lines,  taking  the  negroes  with  them  for  the  purpose  of  redu(;ing 
them  again  into  a  state  of  slavery.  The  subject  is  one  of  grave  diffi- 
culties. As  at  present  managed  it  has  not  realized  the  results  that 
were  anticipated  either  for  the  Government  or  for  the  planters,  and 
has  greatly  embarrassed  military  operations.  Complicated  as  it  is  with 
the  ftiture  of  the  negroes,  I  regard  it  as  one  of  the  most  difficult  prob- 
lems we  have  yet  to  solve.  It  is  idle  to  expect  that  until  the  strength 
of  the  great  rebel  armies  is  efl'ectually  broken  troops  can  be  spared  for 
the  j)urpose  of  giving  protection  to  these  interests  to  the  extent  that 
it  is  asked  for  by  the  planters  and  demanded  by  a  proper  regard  for 
the  welfare  of  the  colored  laborers  on  the  plantations. 

As  a  question  of  the  private  interests  of  the  planters  it  is  of  subor- 
dinate importance,  but,  as  a  question  involving  the  future  welfare  of  an 
entire  race,  it  should  be  second  only  to  the  measures  that  are  necessary 
for  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion.  Regarding  an  increase  of  the 
force  in  this  command  as  out  of  the  (juestion  until  the  more  important 
results  are  attained,  it  is  important  to  determine  what  other  measures 
can  be  adopted  that  will  best  meet  the  desired  end.  -The  policy  to  be 
adopted  should  be  adopted  by  higher  authority  than  that  of  the  mili- 
tary commander,  in  order  that  it  may  be  secured  from  the  danger  of 
change  with  every  change  of  command.  The  course  that  seems  best 
calculated  to  work  good  results  is  tliat  of  subdividing  the  plantations 
and  thus  multiplying  the  interests  connected  with  them  for  the  purpose 
of  attracting  an  active,  enterprising,  and  arms-bearing  population,  and 
the  establishment  of  a  system  of  military  colonies  capable  of  protect- 
ing themselves  against  anything  except  an  organized  invasion.  The 
colonists  should  be  put  into  military  organizations,  armed  and  equipped 
at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  and  mustered  into  its  service  for 
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the  special  duty  of  preserving  order  and  protecting  the  plantations 
from  raids,  and  protecting  the  approaches  from  the  districts  under  the 
control  of  the  rebels.  It  is  necessary  that  they  should  be  mustered 
Into  the  service  in  order  to  subject  them  to  military  control  and  to 
secure  proper  treatment  for  them  if  they  should  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy.  When  employed  in  tlie  protection  of  private  interests 
tliey  slumld  receive  no  pay,  but  if  called  upon  to  resist  an  invasion 
they  should  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  with  other  troops.  To 
guard  against  the  i)lantations  becoming  the  center  of  unlawful  trade 
with  the  enemy,  and  to  secure  the  negroes  employed  on  them  from  the 
danger  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  and  being  reduced  to  a 
state  of  slavery,  no  leases  should  be  given  for  any  plantation  that  is 
beyond  the  reach  of  military  supervision  and  i)rotectiou,  except  in  the 
cases  where  the  lessees  are  able  to  maintain  a  force  to  protect  them- 
selves from  raids,  and  hold  them  until  they  can  be  relieved.  No  plan- 
tations should  be  leased  or  registered  without  the  knowledge  and 
approval  of  the  commander  of  the  district  in  which  they  are  located. 
1  have  authorized  local  organizations  to  be  formed  and  directed  the 
issue  of  arms  and  ammunition  for  the  purposes  above  indicated,  and  I 
propose  to  extend  it  wherever  it  can  be  done  without  danger  that  the 
means  put  into  the  hands  of  individuals  will  not  be  used  against  us, 
but  the  whole  system  should  be  so  defined  and  fixed  as  not  to  expose 
the  interests  involved  to  embarrassment  and  loss  by  the  changes  and 
uncertainty  to  which  thej'^  are  now  subjected. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  K.  S.  CANBY,    , 
Major- General. 


[January  7,  18G5. — For  Thomas  to  Oanby,  in  regard  to  co-operation, 
see  \o\.  XLV,  Part  II,  p.  r.40.J 


8pEf;iAL  Orders,  ^  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

jq^o.  7.  )  A'fi"'  Orleans,  La.,  January  7,  1865. 

6.  Oapt.  G.  S.  Atkinson,  assistant  quartermaster  of  volunteers,  hav- 
ing reported  at  these  headquarters  in  compliance  with  Special  Orders, 
No.  348,  Adjutant  General's  Oflice.  October  15, 1864,  is  assigned  to  duty 
with  the  troops  now  being  collected  at  Keunerville,  La.,  and  will  report 
accordingly,  without  delay,  to  Maj.  Gen.  F.  Steele  and  to  Evt.  Maj. 
C.  S.  McEntee,  assistant  quartermaster,  at  Keunerville. 

Bv  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  E.  S.  Oanby: 

^  ^  0.  T.  CHRISTENSEN, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Militaev  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 
Office  of  the  Chief  of  Artillery  and  Ordnance, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  7,  18f>5. 

Lieut.  Ool.  0.  T.  Christensen,  r  .,^   .  ^r-    ■    ■     ■ 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  oj  nest  Mississippi: 
Colonel  •  I  have  the  honor  to  call  the  attention  of  the  major-general 
commanding  the  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi  to  the  following 
facts  connected  with  theequipment  and  fittingout  of  the  siege  train  which 
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he  directed  me  to  organize  some  time  about  tlie  end  of  September  last. 
In  obedienceto  the  general's  instructions,  I  submitted  for  his  considera- 
tion a  requisitiop  for  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  deemed  necessary 
for  contemplated  siege  operations  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf  and 
elsewhere,  on  the  30th  day  of  September,  and  on  that  day  said  requisi- 
tion received  the  approval  of  the  division  commander.  The  requisitions 
were  forwarded  on  the  same  day  through  Captain  Shunk,  chief  of  ord- 
nance, Department  of  the  Gulf,  accompanied  by  a  letter  of  instructions 
(a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed)  requiring  him  to  forward  them  to 
the  Chief  of  Ordnance,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C,  after  he  had 
complied  with  instructions.  On  several  occasions  siuce  the  requisitions 
for  the  above  stores  were  forwarded  I  have  had  communication  with 
Captain  Shunk  asking  to  be  informed  if  he  had  recevied  any  notice  of 
their  being  ordered.  In  answer  to  my  inquiries  Captain  Shunk  has 
informed  me  that  he  has  received  no  notice  of  the  stores  being  forwarded 
or  ordered,  and  that  he  has  several  times  written  calling  attention  to  the 
necessity  of  their  being  sent  without  delay.  He  has  also  informed  me 
that  he  had  sent  a  duplicate  of  the  requisition  to  the  Ordnance  Depart- 
ment, but  received  no  reply  ui)on  the  subject.  I  call  the  attention  of  the 
major-general  commanding  to  the  above  facts  at  this  time,  as  I  deem  it 
advisable  to  let  him  know  that  the  siege  train  cannot  be  got  in  readi- 
ness for  siege  operations  unless  the  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  called 
for  in  the  requisition  are  sent  forward,  and  to  request  that  the  attention 
of  the  Chief  of  Ordnance,  IT.  S.  Army,  may  be  asked  in  connection  with 
the  matter. 

•    Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 
Brigadier- General,  Chief  of  Artillery  and  Ordnance. 

[iDClosnre.] 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 
Office  of  the  Chief  of  Artillery  and  Ordnance, 

AeM'   Orleans,  La.,  September  30,  18G4. 
Capt.  F.  J.  Shunk, 

Chief  of  Ordnance,  Department  of  the  Gulf: 
Captain  :  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  the  Mili- 
tary Division  of  West  Mississippi  to  transmit  the  inclosed  requisition 
for  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  for  a  siege  train,  &c.,  through  you  to 
the  Chief  of  Ordnance,  Army  of  the  United  States,  at  Washington, 
D.  C.  The  object  of  transmitting  this  requisition  through  your  ofliceis 
that  you  may  inform  the  Chief  of  Ordnance  at  Washington  what  part 
of  the  stores  called  for  are  on  hand  in  depot  at  New  Orleans  and  avail- 
able for  shipment  to  Barrancas  and  Pensacola  when  demanded.  The 
stores  reported  in  the  requisitions  as  on  hand  are  those  now  actually 
in  the  possession  of  troops  manning  siege  batteries  already  or  partially 
organized.  The  stores  which  you  may  have  in  depot  at  New  Orleans 
or  which  maybe  available  elsewhere  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf  for 
the  contemplated  siege  train,  should,  as  a  matter  of  course,  be  deducted 
from  those  to  be  supplied.  The  major-general  commanding  the  Militarv 
Division  of  West  Mississippi  directs  thatyou  forward  without  delay  the 
requisition,  with  the  information  as  to  what  proportion  of  the  stores 
yon  can  supply,  and  which  in  consequence  it  will  be  unnecessary  to 
send  from  the  North.  The  utmost  dispatch  in  the  accumulation  of  the 
stores  is  required  by  the  major-general  commanding. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 
Brigadier-General,  Chief  of  Artillery  and  Ordnance. 
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Hdqbs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  7, 1865, 
Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  Ullmann, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Forces,  Morganza,  La. : 
General:  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  tlic  22d  ultimo,  which 
should  have  been  replied  to  sooner  but  tliat  he  had  intended  to  have 
stopped  at  your  post  to  converse  with  you  fully  on  various  matters  of 
importance  while  on  his  way  to  visit  Admiral  Lee.  As  the  admiral 
has  signified  his  intention  of  coming  to  Xew  Orleans  soon,  the  general 
will  not  go  up  the  river  for  the  present.  He  directs  me  to  say  tliat  he 
has  carefully  read  and  considered  the  contents  of  your  interesting 
letter,  and  that  he  appreciates  the  disadvantages  under  which  you 
assumed  command  at  Morganza,  and  your  earnest  efforts  to  prevent 
improper  communication  beyond  your  lines  and  illegal  traffic  in  every 
shape  and  manner.  He  desires,  however,  that  the  policy  adopted  by 
the  Government  iu  relation  to  the  trade  in  products  of  insurrectionary 
districts  shall  be  carried  out  in  good  faith,  and  that  all  passes  and  safe- 
conducts  granted  under  the  authority  of  General  Orders,  No.  80,  series 
of  1864,  from  these  headquarters,  be  respected,  unless  pending  or 
prospective  military  operations  absolutely  forbid  it.  Without  discuss- 
ing the  expediency  and  policy  of  this  trade,  the  military  authorities 
have  no  alternative  but  to  obey  the  executive  order  in  spirit  and 
letter,  and  your  attention  is  called  to  paragraph  5,  of  General  Orders, 
No.  80,  which  (and  especially  the  portion  which  I  have  underscored) 
must  be  complied  with  in  good  faith.  As  a  matter  of  course,  all  per- 
sons holding  permits  and  safe-conducts  are  required  to  act  with  a 
reciprocal  good  faith  in  their  dealings  under  the  authority  given  them, 

I  am,  geueral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  CHRISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Hdqbs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

NciC  Orleans,  La.,  January  7, 1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  L.  Andrews,  Baton  Rouge,  La. : 

Please  order  the  Eleventh  New  York  and  Twelfth  Illinois  Cavalry  to 
embark  and  proceed  to  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  the  senior  officer  to  report 
from  there  by  letter  to  General  Dana,  at  Memphis,  and  to  keep  the 
troops  on  board  until  his  instructions  have  been  received.  Acknowl- 
edge receipt. 

Bv  order  of  Mai.  Gen.  E.  R.  S.  Canby: 

iiy  oiuei  u         J  .7^    ^   CHRISTENSEN, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  )        Hdqrs.  Department  of  Arkansas, 

-^Q^  7_  ^  Little  Hock,  Arh,  January  7, 1865. 

#     '  *  *  *  *  »  * 

9  The  Fifteenth  Massachusetts  Battery,  now  at  Memphis,  Teun.,  will 
proceed  without  delay  to  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  reporting  to  the  chief  of 
artillery  on  arrival  for  orders. 

******* 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  ^eynolds^:^^^  LEVERING, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 
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Headquartees  Department  of  Arkansas, 

Little  RoCk^  January  7,  1865—2  p.  m. 
Brigadier  General  Shaler  : 

Please  answer  whether  General  Carr  has  left  Devail's  Bluff  for  Mem- 
phis.   If  he  has  not  you  will  detain  the  boat  until  an  order  can  be  tele- 
graphed for  him  to  carry. 
By  command  of  Major-Geueial  Iteyuolds: 

JNO.  LEVEllING, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Dev all's  Bluff,  Ark.,  January  7,  lb65. 
Maj.  John  Levering, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 
General  Carr  is  still  here  on  the  Mepham,  and  will  await  orders. 

ALEXANDER  SHALEli. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Arkansas, 

Little  liock^  January  7,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Care: 

(Care  of  Brigadier- General  Shaler,  commanding,  Devail's  Bluff.) 
Special  order*  for  the  movement  of  tlie  Fifteenth  Massachusetts 
Battery  is  telegraphed  herewith.  Major  General  Keynolds  directs  that 
you  will  furnish  same  to  Major-General  Dana,  commanding  Department 
of  Mississippi,  and  through  him  to  the  commanding  ofiScer  of  the 
battery. 

Eespectfully, 

JOHN  LEVEEING, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ^  Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Second  Div., 

>  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

No.  1.  )  DevalVs  Bluffs  Ark.,  January  7,  1865. 

By  virtue  of  seniority  the  undersigned  hereby  assumes  command  of 
the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps.  Existing 
orders  will  remain  in  force  as  heretofore. 

w.  h.  graves. 

Colonel  Twelfth  Michigan  Veteran   Volunteer  Infantry. 


Lewisburg,  January  7,  1865. 
Major  Levering, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Little  Rock: 
Dispatches  from  Captain  Hamilton,  near  Norristown,  received  last 
night.  Portion  of  General  Thayer's  command  is  at  Clarksville;  expect 
to  be  at  Norristown  to-day  or  to-morrow.  River  not  fordable  at  Dar- 
danelle.  Have  ordered  Captain  Hamilton  to  destroy  all  ferry-boats 
and  skiffs  on  river  and  retarn  here  to-morrow.    His  horses  have  all 

*  See  p.  445. 
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given  out,  and  I  have  none  in  camp  to  relieve  them.  Portion  ot  rebel 
force  is  still  iit  P>oggs'  Mill ;  part  had  gone  on  north  side  of  river 
toward  Port  Smith.  Unless  troubled  by  rebs  from  White  River  will 
not  need  re-enfincements.     River  at  a  stand. 

A.  H.  RYAN, 

Colonel. 


I.EWISBURG,  January  7,  18(>r> — S.20  j).  m. 
Ma,].  John  Levering, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Little  Rock: 
Lieutenant  Wylie  has  returned  from  scout  on  south  side  of  river. 
Went  to  all  the  fords  on  the  Petit  Jean ;  could  not  cross  on  account  of 
high  water.  He  reports  Brooks'  regiment  still  at  Beatty's  Mill  with  one 
piece  of  artillery.  Newton's  and  Stirman's  regiments  have  headquar- 
ters at  Boggs'  Mill.  Rebel  faijiilies  busy  moving  south.  Private  scout 
iu;  reports  Price,  Shelby,  and  Pagan  in  Texas  recruiting.  Three  bri- 
gades at  Camden ;  Parsons'  one  of  them.    No  other  troops  north  of  Red 


River. 


A.  H.  RYAN, 

Colonel. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Ncio  Orleans,  La.,  January  7,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  N.  J.  T.  Dana, 

Commanding  department  of  Mississippi,  Memphis,  Tenn. : 
Sir  :  Referring  to  my  communication  of  the  5th  instant,  I  have  the 
honor  to  inclose  herewith  copy  of  telegram*  directing  the  Eleventh 
New  York  and  Twelfth  Illinois  Cavalry  to  proceed  to  Vicksburg  and  to 
report  to  you  from  there  for  orders.  Should  these  regiments  not  be 
required  for  the  special  purpose  for  which  they  are  transferred  you  are 
authorized  to  make  any  other  disposition  of  them  that  you  may  deem 
expedient  to  replace  in  part  the  cavalry  belonging  to  General  George 
H.  Thomas,  and  which  will  have  to  be  sent  to  him  on  the  completion  of  the 
expedition  upon  which  it  is  now  engaged.  Your  request  for  the  return 
of  A.  J.  Smith's  divisions  to  your  command  has  been  forwarded  with 
the  commanding  general's  recommendation. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  CHRISTENSEN, 
lAeutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  (  Headqitarters  District"  of  Natchez, 

No.  2  )  Natchez,  Afiss.,  January  7,  1865. 

******* 
3.  The  following-named  troops  are  designated  for  field  service,  and 
will  report  through  their  commanding  officers  direct  to  these  head- 
quarters: Twenty-sixth  Ohio  Battery,  Piftli  Illinois  Volunteer  Cav- 
alry, Eighty-third  [Ohio]  Volunteer  Infantry,  Fifty-eighth  U.  S.  Colored 
Infantry,  Seventieth  TT.  S.  Colored  Infantry.  Col.  P.  W.  Moore,  Eighty- 
third  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  is  assigned  to  the  command. 

*,See,  p.  445. 
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4.  Col.  B.  G.  Farrar,  Sixth  U.  S.  Colored  Heavy  Artillery,  is  hereby 
assigned  to  the  command  of  Fort  McPherson. 

5.  The  battalion  of  the  Sixth  TJ.  S.  Colored  Heavy  Artillery,  now  at 
Vidalia,  La.,  will"  report  to  Col.  B.  G.  Farrar,  at  Fort  McPhersou,  for. 
duty. 

6.  The  Eighth  New  Hampshire  Volunteer  Infantry,  now  at  Natchez, 
Miss.,  will  move  to  Vidalia,  La.,  and  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  M.  Braymau, 
commanding  Sub-District  of  Vidalia. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Davidson : 

S.  S.  L'HOMMEDIEU,  Jr.. 
Major  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Ordeks,  )  Hdqrs.  District  of  West  Tennessee, 

No.  C.  )  Memphis^  Tenn.,  January  7,  1865. 

**»»■*  »  # 

il.  The  following  extract  from  an  order  received  from  headquarters 
Department  of  Mississippi  is  published  for  the  information  and  guid- 
ance of  the  commanding  general  of  the  Post  and  Defenses  of  Memphis, 
and  the  organization  of  the  troops  composing  his  command  will  be  as 
therein  designated  until  further  orders : 

The  One  liundred  and  eiglitli  .and  One  hundred  and  thirteenth  Illinois  Volunteer 
Infantry  will  constitute  the  First  Brigade,  Col.  George  B.  Hoge  conunandiug,  and 
the  Forty-sixth,  Fifty-fifth,  Fifty-ninth,  and  Sixty-first  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry 
■will  constitute  the  Second  Brigade,  Col.  Frank  A.  Keudrick  commanding,  of  the 
Post  and  Defenses  of  Memphis.  The  light  battericB  .are  under  the  direct  orders  of 
the  chief  of  artillery  District  of  West  Tennessee,  who  will  receive  instructions  Irom 
the  district  commander. 

*  f  #  #  #  *  * 

The  Third  and  Seventh  U.  S.  Colored  Heavy  Artillery  and  the  Sixty-eighth  U.  S. 
Colored  Infantry  will  constitute  the  garrison  of  Fort  Pickering,  Col.  I.  G.  Kappner 
commanding.  The  Eighth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry  will  reinaiu  on  duty  as  provost- 
guard  regiment  of  the  city  of  Memphis,  and  will  exclusively  perfoni,  the  police  and 
provost-guard  duty  of  the  city.  The  commanding  of6cer  of  the  regiment  will  report 
to  the  commanding  general  Post  and  Del'enses  of  Memphis,  in  compliance  with 
Special  Orders,  No.  12,  paragraph  4,  current  series,  headquarters  Department  of 
Mississippi.  A  suitable  site  for  the  erection  of  barracks  will  be  selected  by  the 
chief  engineer  in  the  central  portion  of  the  city  for  this  regiment.  Three  principal 
guardhouses  will  bo  erected^one  in  the  center  east  of  the  bayou,  one  on  the  right, 
one  ou  the  left  on  the  west  side  of  the  Gayoso  Bayou — from  the  lumber  now  in  the 
several  barracks  occupied  by  that  regiment.  The  One  hundred  and  twentieth  Illi- 
nois Volunteer  Infantry  will  furnish  all  guards  for  depots,  hos])itals,  &c.  Tho  com- 
manding ofhcer  will  report  to  the  general  commanding  the  Post  and  Defenses  of 
Memphis  for  orders.  A  suitable  ground  will  be  selected  by  the  chief  engineer  for 
the  erection  of  barracks  for  this  regiment.  Both  regiments,  as  soon  as  their  (]nar- 
ters  are  erected,  will  relieve  all  guards  daily.  Permanent  guards  will  bo  altogether 
discontinued.  All  guards  for  depots,  iSr.c.,  which  cannot  be  furnished  by  those  two 
regiments  will  be  furnished  by  the  dismounted  cavalry.  All  guards  of  other  regi- 
ments but  the  two  abo\'o  named  will  be  relieved  as  soon  as  practicable. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  C.  Veatch: 

II.  G.  CURTIS, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Chap.  LX.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  449 

Headquarteks  Depaktment  op  the  Missouki, 

Saint  Louis,  January  7, 1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Ghijistensen, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral  : 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  ordered  the  post  of 
Caruthersville  abandoned,  and  have  stationed  the  two  companies  gar- 
risoning it  at  Bloomfield  and  Patterson,    1  consider  these  as  more 
important  points. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo,,  January  7, 1865. 
His  Excellency  Thomas  C.  Fletcher, 

Governor  of  Missouri: 
Governor:  I  think  we  should,  as  early  as  possible,  get  an  organiza 
tion  in  all  the  disloyal  counties,  especially  in  tliose  bordering  on  the 
Missouri  Eiver.  If  the  legislature  passes  a  bill  with  no  exemption 
clause  and  classifies  the  enrollment,  say  we  call  out,  arm,  and  equip  the 
first  class,  and  put  100  men  on  duty  in  each  of  the  above-mentioned 
counties  under  experienced,  tried,  and  undoubtedly  loyal  men;  get  the 
start  of  all  guerrillas,  &c.  By  this  means  the  running  from  one  county 
to  another  by  these  bands  will  be  prevented.  The  Government  can,  I 
understand,  feed  these  men.  Let  the  counties  pay  them.  It  is  no 
more  than  right  that  the  disloyal  counties  should  pay  for  their  own 
protection,  and  this  would  do  away  with  all  complaint  as  to  pay.  The 
district  commander  could  have  these  men  under  his  command,  and  if 
necessary  we  could  place  sub-district  commanders  over  them  from  some 
of  our  old  regiments.  As  soon  as  you  adojit  the  plan  for  a  militia  bill 
I  will  put  the  district  commanders  to  work  to  organize  these  companies 
and  hold  all  loyal  men  in  these  counties.  Above  all  things,  get  if  pos- 
sible, in  the  counties  referred  to,  old  soldiers  for  commanders — men  who 
have  been  tried,  and  in  regard  to  whose  standing  there  can  be  no 
doubts.  It  seems  to  me  we  ought  to  have  100  men  on  duty  in  each  of 
the  counties  on  the  Missouri  Kiver  within  the  next  sixty  days.  There 
are  a  large  number  of  ofiScers  returning  from  Sherman's  army  who 
could  be  used  to  good  advantage  in  this  work.  Let  me  hear  from  you. 
Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major -General, 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  op  the  Missouri, 

No.  7.  j  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  7,  1865. 

*  *  *  #  #  *  * 

VI.  The  post  of  Caruthersville  will  be  immediately  abandoned.  The 
company  of  infantry  now  at  that  post  will  report  to  the  commanding 
officer  at  Bloomfield,  Mo. ;  the  company  of  cavalry  to  the  commanding 
ofQcer  at  Patterson.  All  Government  property  that  cannot  be  taken 
with  the  troops  will  be  turned  over  to  the  proper  officers  at  New  Mad- 
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rid.  A  report  will  be  forwarded  to  these  headquarters  of  the  arrival 
of  the  troops  at  their  different  stations.  The  district  commander  will 
forward  this  order  by  telegraph. 

IX.  The  trial  of  citizens  by  civil  courts  for  complying  with  General 
Orders,  No.  12,  headquarters  District  of  the  Border,  series  1863,  is  in 
direct  violation  of  orders  and  subjects  the  parties  to  punishment  for 
obstructing  and  opposing  the  military  authorities,  and  all  action  in 
such  cases  must  be  immediately  stopped.  The  disloyal  parties  engaged 
ill  such  suits  in  any  way  will  be  assessed  by  the  post  commander  at 
Kansas  City  $1,000,  to  be  used  in  providing  for  loyal  destitute  refu- 
gees. Loyal  destitute  refugees  will  be  given  permits  to  cut  wood  upon 
the  land  designated  in  the  above-mentioned  order  for  their  own  indi- 
vidual use;  such  permits  when  given  stating  the  amount  each  will  be 
allowed  to  take. 

l>y  command  of  Major-General  Dodge: 

J.  Vv^  BAENES, 
Assistant  A  Hpitant- General. 


Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

^aint  Louis,  January  7,  18G5. 
Colonel  lloGERS, 

Cape  Girardeau: 
The  major-general  commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri  directs 
that  the  garrison  atCaruthersville  be  withdrawn  and  stationed  atBloom- 
iield  and  make  tliat  a  strong  outpost  for  scouting  purjjoses.     There 
will  be  also  a  strong  i»ost  at  Patterson  for  the  same  object. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Ewing: 

H.  HANNAES, 
Acting  Assistant  Ad}utant- General. 


Headquarters  District  op  Eolla, 

Bolla,  Mo.,  Jamiary  7,  1865. 
Maj.  J.  W.  Barnes, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  the  Missouri: 
Ma.tor:  1  respectfully  invite  the  attention  of  the  major-general  com- 
manding to  the  last  trimonthly  return  and  the  reports  of  the  inspectors, 
that  show  that  from  an  aggregate  of  2,760  enlisted  men  in  cavalry  regi- 
ments in  the  district  there  are  but  650  serviceable  horses  and  o42  unserv- 
iceable. The  demand  for  escorts  for  the  trains  to  Springfield,  and  the 
]»robabilitythatin  a  short  time  there  will  be  a  d.emandfor  troops  in  the 
field  in  the  direction  of  Arkansas,  makes  a  case  so  urgent  that  1  request 
that  s])ecial  efforts  be  made  to  fill  the  requisitions  for  horses  for  the 
Thirteenth  Missouri  and  Seventeenth  Illinois  Cavalry, forwarded  to-day. 
I  am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  BEOAVN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headcjttarterk  District  of  Eolla, 

RolUi,  January  7,  18G'>. 
Maj.  J.  W.  Barnes, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.: 

Majou  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  major- 
general  conunandiug,  that  there  appears  to  be  a  state  of  quiet  iiud 
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peace  in  this  district.  There  is  at  present  no  report  of  any  guerrillas  or 
enemies  in  the  country,  nor  many  lawless  acts  committed  by  the  citizens. 
The  troops  are  healthy.  There  is  a  great  need  of  mounts,  and  I  have 
directed  requisitions  to  be  made  lor  horses.  Cantonments  have  been 
built,  and,  except  the  Seventeenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  stabling  for  the 
horses,  and  this  regiment  has  begun  the  Avork.  There  is  but  one  field 
officer  with  this  regiment,  and  the  necessity  for  its  being  drilled  and 
disciplined  requires  the  presence  of  the  lieutenant-colonel  and  Major 
Hilliard,  and  I  respectfully  ask  that  if  consistent  with  the  public  serv- 
ice that  they  be  ordered  to  join  this  command.  Captain  Crriiiies,  assist- 
ant quartermaster,  has  an  efficient  and  am])le  organization.  The 
inspection  for  December  has  been  completed,  but  has  not  been  thor- 
ough. The  officers  did  not  enter  on  the  duty  until  late  in  the  month, 
and  there  was  not  sufficient  time  to  make  them  very  rigid.  I  shall  rec- 
ommend a  change  in  that  department.  The  hospitals  are  iu  fair  condi- 
tion, but  the  buildings  are  in  bad  repair.  Tliey  are  the  same  that  were 
erected  by  the  major-general  commantling  in  1861  and  1862,  and  have 
not  been  changed.  In  fact,  about  all  the  improvements  at  tliis  post 
were  made  by  him  and  have  not  been  added  to  or  changed,  except  the 
quartermaster's  shops  and  warehouses,  since  that  time.  The  report  of 
the  chaplain  shows  that  there  are  about  COO  refugees  and  other  indigent 
families  living  on  the  bounty  of  the  Government.  A  rigid  examination 
will  be  made  and  so  far  as  practicable  the  number  will  be  reduced;  but 
until  the  spring  comes  I  suppose  but  a  small  reduction  can  be  made. 
The  prisons  are  not  as  clean  as  they  should  be.  Tliis  matter  has 
received  attention.  Full  separate  reports  will  be  made  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable. Measures  have  been  taken  to  carry  out  the  confidential  letter 
of  instructions  of  the  major-general  commanding,  dated  December  26, 
1S64. 

I  am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  BROWN, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Kansas  City,  Jamiary  7,  1865 — o.20  p.  m. 
General  Dodge: 

Captain  Jackson  and  thirty  mounted  men  of  the  First  Missouri  State 
Militia  reported  to  me  last  night.    Can  make  good  use  of  them. 

CHESTEll  PIAliDING,  Jr., 
Colonel,  Commanding  District. 


Headquarters  District  of  North  Missouri, 

Macon.  January  7,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Misfiouri,  Saint  Louis: 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  comparative  quiet  pre- 
vails throughout  the  District  of  North  Missouri.  The  elements  of 
trouble  yet  remain  in  many  locaUties.  In  nearly  all  the  river  counties 
from  Buchanan  to  Montgomery  there  are  more  or  less  of  gaerrdlas. 
We  hear  of  them  iu  squads  of  five  and  three  and  single  ones  moving 
about.  All  the  mounted  troops  we  have  are  on  the  move  constantly 
day  and  night,  and  many  of  the  villains  are  found  and  killed.  The 
notorious  Jim  Jackson,  of  Chariton  County,  was  doubtless  mortally 
wounded  near  Bynumville,  Chariton  County,  last  week.    Every  effort 
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is  being  made  to  discover  his  place  of  concealment.  Hines,  a  lieuten- 
ant in  Holtzclaw's  guerrillas,  was  captured  and  killed  near  Eocheport 
a  few  days  since,  and  one  Campbell,  a  desperado  of  much  notoriety, 
was  found  in  a  cave,  two  miles  from  Fayette,  in  Howard  County,  and 
killed  on  the  spot,  by  a  detacliment  of  the  Ninth  Cavalry  Missouri  State 
Militia,.  Others  of  the  bushwhacking  rank  and  file  arc  being  gathered 
up  and  mustered  out.  I  have  five  companies  of  the  Ninth  Cavalry 
Missouri  State  Militia,  at  Glasgow,  Fayette,  and  liocheport,  and  one 
company  Forty-ninth  Infantry  at  Columbia.  They  are  Avell  located  for 
the  winter  duty.  It  would  be  pleasant  for  certain  politicians  at  Colum- 
bia to  have  a  company  of  cavalry  stationed  at  that  point  to  act  as 
escort  to  said  politicians  to  and  from  the  railroad.  With  the  limited 
number  of  troops  at  njy  command  I  am  unable  to  furnish  body  guards 
for  the  distinguished  gentlemen,  hence  their  cry  out  in  the  Democrat 
of  the  5th  instant.  The  rebel  register  is  being  rapidly  completed,  and 
I  will  soon  be  able  to  furnish  you  a  list  of  the  parties  who  ought  not  to 
remain  among  us.  I  trust  our  legislature  will  not  lose  anytime  in  giv- 
ing us  the  right  kind  of  militia  law,  for  we  need  to  hasten  the  organ- 
ization of  every  man  who  can  load  and  fire  a  gun  and  be  ready  before 
the  leaves  come.  I  go  to  Hannibal  to-day  to  give  jjersonal  attention 
to  some  irregularities  in  the  northeast. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Weston,  January  7,  1865. 
Brigadier-Generai  FlSK, 

Commanding  District  of  North  Missouri,  Macon,  Mo. : 
Night  before  last  Lieutenant  Blain  with  five  men  succeeded  in  muster- 
ing out  two  guerrillas  in  the  northeast  portion  of  this  county.  I  hear 
many  stragglers  are  scattered  through  the  country,  an<l  shall  endeavor 
to  gather  in  all  I  can.  I  send  out  a  party  to-night,  and  hope  I  will  be 
able  to  report  success.  I  need  horses ;  have  but  five  or  six.  Can  I  be 
allowed  to  press  some  twenty  five  or  thirty? 

H.  M.  MATTHEWS, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel. 


Patterson,  Mo.,  January  7,  1865 — 12.30  j>.  m. 
Major-General  Dodge, 

Com7nanding  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis  : 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  Major  Berryman  with  300  men  in  winter 
quarters  in  Oil-Trough  Bottom,  near  White  River,  and  five  companies 
of  jayhawkers  or  outlaws  between  here  and  Pocahontas.  General 
Price  and  command  is  reported  near  Eed  Eiver,  and  all  is  safe  in  this 
quarter. 

W.  J.  MOREIS. 


Fort  Scott,  January  7.  1865. 
Maj.  H.  H.  Heath, 

Provost-Marshal-  General : 
The  noted  Sam.  Vaughn  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  Hickman  Mills, 
Mo.,  with  five  others  of  his  gang,  and  I  just  learn  has  tlneateued  to 
visit  Aubrey.    There  is  but  one  company  in  this  county,  and  it  is  two 
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miles  from  Aubrey.  I  -w-ould  not  be  surprised  to  hear  of  the  place 
beiTip:  burned  and  the  inhabitants  murdered  at  any  time.  The  people 
there  are  very  much  alarmed.  The  place  needs  a  small  body  of  troops 
very  much. 

W.  P.  GOBLE, 
Lieutenant  and  Assistant  Frovost- Marshal. 


Headquarters  District  op  Colorado, 

Denver,  January  7,  1865. 
Maj.  0.  S.  Charlot, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Department  of  Kansas: 

Major:  On  looking  over  the  district  as  it  now  stands,  and  inquiring 
into  the  number  of  troops  stationed  at  ditt'erent  points,  more  like  picket- 
posts  than  anything  else,  but  without  any  army  to  fall  back  on  for  sup- 
port, I  cannot  refrain  from  suggesting  to  the  general  commanding  the 
propriety  and  imperative  necessity  of  making  some  change  in  boundary 
lines  so  that  it  will  embrace  and  permit  the  possibility  of  making  changes 
in  the  stations  of  troops  now  huddled  together,  in  many  instances  with- 
out any  view  to  the  general  good.  My  entire  force  does  not  exceed  200 
men,  if,  indeed,  that  many;  and  they  are  stationed  at  points  as  follows: 
Port  Garland,  about  150  miles  south  and  a  little  west  of  here;  Camp 
Fillmore,  about  110  miles  south  and  a  little  east  of  here;  Camp  Living 
Springs,  about  40  miles  from  here  on  stage  line,  east,  and  Valley  Sta- 
tion, about  140  miles  from  here  on  stage  route,  east,  with  no  troops 
in  or  around  Denver,  except  what  is  picked  up  by  provost  guard  as 
stragglers.  Although  Valley  Station  is  not  in  this  district,  Colonel 
Chivingtou  informs  me  that  lie  has  been  instructed  to  guard  this  point. 
Yon  will  readily  see  from  this  that  I  have  no  force  to  even  protect  the 
settlers,  let  alone  fight  the  Indians.  Kanchmen  are  leaving  because 
they  can  see  no  safety  for  their  families  or  property.  AH  around  my 
district  there  seems  to  be  plenty  of  troops,  and  seemingly  with  nothing 
to  do,  yet  they  are  beyond  my  control,  although  several  stations  draw 
supplies  from  this  point.  Camp  Collins,  Camj)  Latham,  and  some  other 
points  on  the  north  are  just  outside  of  my  lines.  Fort  Lyon,  on  the  east, 
IS  i)recisely  in  the  same  condition,  with  twice  the  number  of  troops  sta- 
tioned there  that  I  have  in  my  entire  district.  There  should,  in  my 
judgment,  be  a  chain  of  stations  from  Julesburg  to  Denver,  on  the 
stage  route;  also  from  Denver  to  Lyon.  These  stations  should  afford 
protection  to  settlers  and  freighters,  and  give  renewed  confidence  to  a 
people  struggling  for  an  existence,  aside  from  being  the  only  way  to 
prevent  the  Indians  from  obtaining  complete  control  over  the  routes  of 
transportation,  until  a  campaign  can  be  made  against  them  which  will 
either  kill  or  drive  the  tribes  oft"  the  plains.  I  respectfully  submit  for  the 
special  consideration  of  the  commanding  general  that  the  district  lines 
be  so  changed  as  to  make  Colorado  Territory  the  District  of  Colorado. 
This  is  but  simple  justice,  and,  in  my  judgment,  would  give  security  to 
lives  and  property,  as  troops  could  be  changed  in  many  instances  to 
better  advantage  if  under  my  command.  Communication  can  be  kept 
open  between  here  and  Fort  Lyon,  while  that  post  is  in  a  manner  shut 
out  from  district  headquarters,  Fort  Riley. 

Believing  this  will  receive  the  careful  consideration  of  the  command- 
ing general,  I  have  the  honor,  major,  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient 

servant, 

'  T.  MOONLIGHT, 

Colonel  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  Commanding. 
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Headquaeters  District  of  Colorado, 

Denver,  Colo.  Ter.,  January  7,  1865. 
Lieut.  J.  J.  Kennedy, 

Comdg.  Company  C,  First  Colorado  Gar.,  Denver,  Colo.  Ter.: 
Lieutenant :  Tlie  colonel  cotumandingr  directs  tliat  you,  witliout 
fail,  start  early  in  the  morning-  of  the  9tli  instant  with  your  command 
and  proceed  by  forced  marches  to  Valley  Station,  Colo.  Ter.,  and  carry 
out  the  provisions  of  paragraph  2,  of  Special  Orders,  No.  103,  from 
tliese  headquarters,  dated  December  22, 1804,  and  in  addition  tliereto 
kee])  parties  scouting  continually  in  every  direction.  These  scouting 
parties  must  be  active  and  vigilant,  keeping  a  sharp  lookout  for  Indians 
and  signs.  Your  command  must  at  all  times  be  kept  well  in  hand, 
under  proper  discipline  and  drill,  prepared  to  o]»erate  actively  against 
any  enemy.  You  will  also  advise  these  headquarters  promptly  of  the 
movements  of  the  Indians  and  strike  them  without  fail,  not  waiting  for 
any  instructions.  You  will  be  held  responsible  for  the  protection  of 
lives  and  property  along  your  route. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

IRA  I.  TABER, 
First  TAentenant  and  Actinc)  Assistant  Adjutant-General . 


Headqitartees  District  op  Colorado, 

Denver,  January  7,  1865. 

Lieut.  James  Olney, 

Commandinfi  Company  H,  First  Colorado  Cavalry: 

Sir:  You  will  keep  continual  scouting  parties  in  every  direction. 
Tliese  scouts  must  be  active  and  vigilant,  keeping  a  sharp  lookout  for 
Indians  or  signs.  Your  command  must  at  all  times  be  kept  well  in 
hand,  under  proper  discipline  and  drill,  prepared  to  operate  actively 
against  any  enemy.  Advise  these  headquarters  promptly  of  the  move- 
ments of  the  Iiidians  and  strike  them  without  waiting  for  any  instruc- 
tions. I  bold  you  responsible  for  the  protection  of  lives  and  property 
on  your  route. 

liespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  MOONLIGHT, 
Colonel  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

No.  G.  )  City  Point,  Va.,  January  8,  1865. 

II.  Lieut.  Col.  T.  H.  Harris,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  volun- 
teers, is  relieved  Irom  duty  with  Maj.  Gen.  N.  J.  T.  Dana,  commanding 
i)e])artment  of  Mississippi,  and  will  iiroceed  to  his  place  of  residence 
in  Indiana  and  report  by  letter  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army 
for  orders. 

By  ccminiand  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  A  d jut  ant-  G  eneral. 
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Speciai.  Ordebs,  )  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

^o.  8.  5  i^ew  Orleans,  La.,  January  8,  1865. 

*  *  *  ».  #  ^  » 

5.  Upon  the  completion  of  the  consolidation  of  the  battalions  of  the 
Forty-eighth  and  Eighty -third  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  "to  be  desig- 
nated as  the  Eighty-third  Eegiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry"  (see 
Special  Orders,  No.  224,  paragraphs  0  and  7,  sei'ies  of  18(i4,  from  these 
headquarters),  the  regimeut  will  be  ordered  from  duty  at  Natchez,  Miss., 
and  ordered  to  proceed  to  Kennerville,  I.a.,  and  report  to  Brig.  Geu. 
C.  O.  Andrews,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  Iteserve  Corps,  Military 
Division  of  West  Mississippi.  The  qnartermaster's  department  will 
furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

6.  Surg.  Otis  M.  Humphrey,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  assigned  to  duty  as 
chief  medical  oflicer  of  the  U.  S.  forcies  at  Kennerville,  La.,  and  wiU 
report  accordingly  to  Maj.  Geu.  E.  Steele  without  delay. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  E.  S.  Ganby: 

C.  T.  GHEISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant -General. 


General  Orders,  \  Hdqes.  Mil.  Div.  op  West  Mississippi, 

No.  4.  )  New  Orleans,  La.,  Junnary  8, 1805. 

1.  A  draft  of  one  in  seven,  based  upon  the  enrollment  directed  in 
General  Orders,  No.  31,  of  1864,*  will  be  made  in  the  Departments 
of  Arkansas,  Mississippi,  and  the  Gulf  on  the  15th  day  of  February, 
proximo,  unless  the  quotas  to  be  assigned  to  the  several  departments 
named  shall  previously  have  been  filled  by  voluntary  enlistments. 

2.  The  commanders  of  the  departments  named  will  fix  tlie  quotas  for 
the  several  districts  within  the  limits  of  their  commands  and  take  the 
necessary  measures  for  the  prompt  execution  of  this  order. 

3.  The  draft  and  enlistment  of  volunteers  will  be  conducted  in  strict 
accordance  with  the  regulations  established  by  the  War-  Department. 

4.  Volunteers  that  may  be  raised  under  this  order  will  be  assigned  to 
organizations  already  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  no  new 
organizations  will  be  commenced  until  after  these  have  been  filled, 
unless  specially  authorized  by  the  Secretnry  of  War. 

5.  The  troops  to  be  raised  under  tliis  order  will  not  be  credited  to 
the  quota  of  any  State  included  in  the  President's  proclaniatiou  of 
December  13,  1864. 

6.  All  persons  who  have  or  may  hereafter  come  into  the  de]iartments 
above  named  from  the  States  or  districts  included  in  the  President's 
proclamation  will  be  added  to  the  enrollment  and  included  in  the  draft, 
unless  they  furnish  satisfactory  evidence  that  they  have  fulfilled  their 
obligations  in  relation  to  the  draft  in  the  district  of  their  permanent 
residence. 

7.  Deserters  from  the  enemy  will  not  be  drafted,  and  if  eidisted  will 
not  be  assigned  to  local  organizations,  but  will  be  sent  in  detachments 
of  suitable  strength  to  Jlilwaukee,  Wis.,  to  be  assigned  to  regiments 
serving  on  the  Indian  frontier. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Geu.  E.  E.  S.  Canby: 

C.  T.  CHEISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

\ — 

-  gee  Vol.  XIA,  Part  II,  p.  465. 
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Lewisbukg,  January  8,  1865. 
Maj.  John  Levering, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Little  Boch: 
Just  received  dispatch  from  Captain  Hamilton,  at  Norristown,  He 
states  that  the  rebels  were  re-enforced  yesterday.  Saw  tliem  riding 
through  town.  Private  scout  in  from  Scott  County;  came  down  soutli 
side  of  Petit  Jean.  Eeports  the  rebs  stationed  at  Beatty's  and  Boggs' 
Mills,  Chickalah,  and  Dardanelle.  Eebs  have  large  lot  of  cattle  cor- 
ralled on  the  Fourche,  three  miles  below  Blufiton.  Eeports  them  build- 
ing boat  near  Dardanelle.  I  will  keep  a  small  force  at  Norristown  and 
Galla  Eock  till  General  Thayer's  command  reaches  there.  Eiver  nearly 
fordable  at  Dardanelle. 

A.  H.  EYAN, 

Colonel. 


Headquarters  Indian  Brigade, 

Fort  Gibson,  C.  N.,  January  8,  1865. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  War, 

Washington,  D.  C: 
Sir  :  I  deem  it  proper  to  advise  you  of  the  following  facts :  First. 
The  three  Indian  regiments  now  in  the  Federal  service  as  home  guards 
have  only  a  short  time  longer  to  serve.  Their  terms  of  enlistment  expire 
during  the  months  of  May,  June,  and  July  next.  If  it  be  the  design  of 
the  Government  not  to  make  any  reorganization  of  these  troops  I 
would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  "muster  out"  be  anticipated 
a  few  months,  say  the  first  or  not  later  than  the  middle  of  March,  so 
that  they  can  raise  a  crop,  otherwise  they  will  be  dependent  on  the 
Government  for  a  whole  year  more.  Second.  I  briefly  state  the  pres- 
ent condition  of  the  Indian  country:  The  rebels  have  still  a  military 
organization  numerically  much  greater  than  ours.  We  have  about 
two-thirds  of  the  people  and  fighting  men  of  the  Cherokee  Nation. 
The  Second  and  Third  Indian  Home  Guards  are  Cherokees  (full  and 
half  breed).  We  have  about  half  of  the  Creeks.  The  First  Indian  is 
Creek,  except  one  company  of  Semiuoles  and  one  of  lichees.  The 
rebels  have  two  Cherokee  regiments.  They  still  have  an  organization 
of  two  Creek  regiments,  a  battalion  of  Chickasaws,  one  of  Seminoles, 
a  company  of  Caddos,  and  the  whole  Choctaw  Nation,  except  about 
100  persons,  men,  women,  and  children.  They  have  had,  and  are  still 
reported  to  have,  the  organization  of  three  Choctaw  regiments.  The 
rebel  refugees,  or  women  and  children  and  non-combatants,  are  clus- 
tered in  camps,  or  colonies  they  have  been  making  on  Kiamichi,  Boggy, 
Blue,  and  Washita  Elvers.  Their  soldiers  are  mostly  mounted,  and 
the  country  between  is  overrun  with  hostile  forces,  and  desert,  so  far 
as  crops  are  concerned,  but  there  is  still  plenty  of  stock  there.  With 
the  rebel  Indian  soldiers,  in  the  rebel  Indian  department,  there  is  a 
brigade  of  Texas  and  Arkansas  troops,  under  General  Gano.  Generals 
Cooper  and  Stand  Watie  are  also  in  command.  Their  artillery  is  at 
present  rather  better  than  ours.  Around  Fort  Gibson  are  from  8,000 
to  10,000  refugees,  the  larger  portion  of  whom  are  Creeks,  or  people 
whose  homes  are  south  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver.  Some  7,000  or  8,000  of 
these  latter  were  brought  down  here  by  the  superintendent  last  June, 
too  late  to  raise  a  crop. 

.  Scattered  through  the  Cherokee  Nation,  at  their  homes,  are  as  many 
more  loyal  uon-combatants.    In  all,- upward  of  20,000  persons  depend 
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for  protection  on  the  military  force  here.  The  refugees  here  were 
brought  in  hired  transportation  and  left  here,  and  cannot  move  as  they 
are.  An  order  to  move  my  force  elsewhere  would  leave  them  at  the 
mercy  of  the  rebels,  if,  indeed,  it  would  be  possible  at  all  to  move  these 
soldiers  away,  to  leave  their  women,  children,  old  and  sick  people. 
Under  the  orders  received  it  was  necessary,  since  my  return,  for  the 
Fifty-fourth  U.  S.  Colored  and  the  First  Arkansas  Infantry  to  march 
below.  This  leaves  me  simply  the  Indian  command.  My  tri-monthly 
of  the  31st  ultimo  shows  that  to  be  an  aggregate  of  2,112;  1,403  are 
present  for  duty;  382  escorting  train.  The  evacuation  of  Fort  Smith 
will  leave  this  place  rather  weak,  but  I  think  I  can  hold  my  own  until 
you  determine  what  is  to  be  ijhe  future  of  this  command.  The  orders 
I  have  received  so  instruct  me.  For  the  future  I  make  no  recommenda- 
tion, being  ignorant  of  the  policy  determined  about  the  Indian  Nation. 
With  the  present  Indian  force,  a  good  infantry  regiment  and  good  bat- 
tery, and  mounting  half  of  the  Indians,  I  think  the  country  north  of 
the  Arkansas  River,  in  the  Indian  Nation,  could  be  held  by  making  a 
vigorous  use  of  the  force.  Unless  the  country  north  of  the  river  be  held 
it  is  doubtful  about  our  holding  any  foothold  in  the  Indian  Nation,  and 
the  probabilities  are  that  it  would  be  organized  against  us.  Efforts 
have  been  made,  and  are  made  by  the  enemy,  to  get  these  civilized  and 
half-civilized  Indians  into  a  sort  of  neutrality  league,  which  would, 
of  course,  eventually  operate  to  their  benefit.  Of  the  present  condition 
of  affairs  and  the  approaching  period  of  "  muster  out,"  I  thus  advise  you. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  District  of  Natchez,  Dept.  op  Mississippi, 

Natchez,  January  8, 1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  T.  H.  Haeeis, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  here  and  assump- 
tion of  the  command  of  this  district,  as  per  accompanying  order  from  the 
headquarters  of  the  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi.  I  inclose  also 
copies  of  all  general  and  special  orders  issued  by  me  up  to  date.  General 
Canby  directed  me  to  designate  a  permanent  garrison  for  Fort  McPher- 
son,  and  to  organize  and  refit  those  troops  in  excess  of  this  garrison  of 
1,000  men  for  the  field.  I  designated  the  Sixth  U.  S.  Heavy  Artillery 
as  the  garrison,  and  placed  its  colonel,  B.  G.  Farrar,  in  command  of 
Fort  McPherson.  Special  Orders,  No.  2,  paragraphs  III  and  IV,  are 
issued  in  couformity  with  those  instructions.  I  was  also  directed  to 
leave  the  troops  on  the  Vidalia  side  of  the  rivei?  the  same  numerically. 
I  found  a  Mr.  C.  D.  Towusend,  appointed  by  General  Brayman,  acting 
as  mayor  of  the  city,  without  any  responsibility,  by  commission,  to  the 
Government,  and  collecting  large  revenues  for  this  place.  In  cou- 
formity with  General  Canby's  views  expressed  to  me  in  a  conversation 
with  him  that  the  city  should  be  governed  as  under  martial  law,  I 
relieved  Mr.  Townsend  and  appointed  a  provost-marshal.  Paragraph 
VII,  of  Special  Orders,  No.  2,  was  therefore  issued.  Mr.  Towusend 
has  turned  over  |7,000  of  funds  collected,  and  I  ask  of  the  command- 
ing general  what  disposition  shall  be  made  of  them.  I  have  placed 
General  Brayman  in  command  of  that  portion  of  the  district  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  with  his  headquarters  at  Vidalia.  General  Canby 
informed  me  that  about  6,000  troops  would  be  stationed  in  the  district, 
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which  will  then  increase  the  number  of  troops  in  General  Brayman's 
command.  It  is  very  necessary  that  a  good  regiment  of  cavalry  be 
sent  here.  If  the  commanding  general  has  none  to  spare  me,  I  respect- 
fully ask  that  the  Third  Michigan,  from  the  Department  of  Arkansas, 
or  the  First  Louisiana,  from  the  Department  of  the  Gulfl  may  be  applied 
for.  I  name  these  regiments  because  I  know  the  officers  to  be  gentle- 
men. I  have  established  wharf  regulations  here,  Avhich  I  found  much 
needed,  and  have  had  the  levee  flagged  off  for  i)ublic  and  private 
freight  and  public  and  private  vehicles.  From  tlie  great  number  of 
cotton  permits  granted  in  New  Orleans  for  Fort  Adams  I  would  sug- 
gest the  propriety  of  a  garrison,  say  one  regiment  of  infantry,  being 
stationed  there.  I  am  convinced  it  will  require  a  good  officer  to  look 
into  and  control  matters  there.  I  ask  of  the  general  what  authority  I 
have  as  regards  ])asses  and  permits  for  lessees.  I  shall  follow  rigidly 
his  circular  of  December  16,  as  for  the  post  of  Natchez,  until  I  hear 
from  him.  I  find  much  to  amend  here,  particularly  with  the  trooi^s. 
I  shall  si)are  no  effort  to  make  them  efl'eotive,  requiring  all  officers  to 
make  their  homes  and  sphere  of  duties  wi(  h  their  regiments. 
I  am,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Hbqks.  Fifth  Illinois  Cavalry  Vet.  Vols., 

Vicksburg,  January  8,  1865. 
Col.  E.  D.  Osband, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade: 
Colonel:  I  have  just  returned  from  Big  Black,  where  I  was  sent 
as  a  bearer  of  a  flag  of  truce.  The  lieutenant  who  came  from  Jackson 
to  meet  me  informed  me  that  Grierson's  raid  had  desolated  a  large 
part  of  Mississippi,  and  that  he  went  wherever  he  wanted  to.  He  also 
said  that  General  Wirt  Adams  had  been  whipped  somewhere  in  the 
vicinity  of  Goodman  Station  and  driven  from  the  field  in  confusion, 
leaving  fifty  men  killed  outright.  Trusting  the  item  may  be  of  inter- 
est, I  send  it  to  you. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  NISBET, 
First  Lieutenant  Company  K,  Fifth  Illinois  Cavalry. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  the  Missouri, 

N"o.  7.  J  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  8,  1865. 

It  being  the  intention  of  the  general  commanding  to  employ  every 
means  in  his  power  for  the  purpose  of  ridding  the  department  of  bush- 
whackers, guerrilla  bands,  and  rebel  emissaries,  and  of  restoring  and 
maintaining  law  and  order,  he  deems  it  proper  to  make  known,  in 
orders,  to  the  citizens  of  Missouri  their  duty  in  the  ijremises  and  the 
requirements  that  will  be  exacted  from  them.  The  experience  of  the 
past  three  years  has  clearly  demonstrated  the  fact  that  the  bush- 
whackers and  guerrilla  bands  operating  in  this  State  congregate,  dwell 
and  obtain  their  support  in  disloyal  counties  and  neighborhoods',  where 
they  are  encouraged  and  protected,  and  the  eflbrts  of  the  military  forces 
to  hunt  them  down  are  often  rendered  unsuccessful  by  reason  of  the 
deceptive  and  uon  committal  course  of  the  resident  disloyal  citizens. 
The  geueral  commanding  desires  all  such  citizens  to  distinctly  under- 
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stand  tliat  he  intends,  to  the  extent  of  his  ability  and  power,  to  hold 
them  to  a  strict  accountability  for  their  every  act  of  direct  or  indirect 
hostility  to  the  Government,  or  that  tends  in  any  manner  to  aid  these 
outlaws.    Henceforth,  in  order  to  merit  and  receive  its  aid  and  protec- 
tion, citizens  must  by  their  actions  show  to  the  Ciovernment  that  they 
not  only  have  no  sympathy  whatever  with  bushwhackers  and  jruerrilla 
bands,  but  that  they  are  most  earnestly  opjwsed  to  them;  and  they 
must  at  the  same  time  give  these  outlaws  to  know  that  they  cannot 
dwell  in  their  midst  and  roam  over  entire  counties  and  abide  in  their 
neighborhood  unmolested  and  not  reported.     Hereafter  it  will  be 
required  of  citizens,  in  all  cases,  to  report  the  passing  by,  the  congre- 
gating or  camping  near  or  upon  them,  the  feeding,  whether  through 
fear,  or  force,  or  otherwise,  of  bushwhackers,  guerrillas,  and  any  other 
knowledge  they  may  have  relative  to  the  whereabouts,  doings,  &c.,  of 
these  outlaws.    This  report  must  be  promptly  made  to  the  nearest  mili- 
tary authorities.     All  citizens  faihng  to  report  as  above  required  will 
have  their  property  seized  and  themselves  and  families  sent  beyond 
the  limits  of  this  department;  and  those  who  are  found  to  have  given 
direct  and  voluntary  aid  to  bushwhackers  and  guerrillas,  or  rebels,  will 
be  arrested  and  banished,  or  tried  by  military  courts  for  violation  of 
the  laws  of  war.     Any  person  making  any  agreement  with  bush- 
whackers and  guerrillas  or  pretended  rebel  bands,  for  his  own  personal 
security  or  that  of  his  family  or  property,  and  who  does  not  immedi- 
ately report  to  the  Federal  authorities  the  fact  of  such  agreement, 
showing  that  it  was  made  through  force,  need  not  expect  any  mercy  at 
the  hands  of  the  Government.    The  disloyal  residents  of  each  county 
will  be  held  to  a  strict  accountability  for  any  injury  inflicted  upon  loyal 
people  thereof  by  bushwhackers  and  rebel  marauders.    It  is  time  that 
people  who  have  been  allowed  to  live  peaceably,  enjoy  protection,  and 
grow  rich  under  our  Government,  while  they  have  given  aid  and  com- 
fort to  the  enemy,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  or  by  a  non-committal 
(ionrse  of  conduct,  should  be  made  to  show  their  hands  and. once  for  all 
to  place  themselves  either  in  earnest,  practical  support  of  the  Govern- 
ment or  with  its  avowed  enemies,  so  that  we  can  deal  with  them  under- 
standingly.    From  this  time  henceforth  district  and  sub-district  com- 
manders and  provost-marshals  will  report  to  these  headquarters  the 
names  of  all  individuals  and  families  who  are  found  to  be  guilty  of 
aiding  the  rebellion,  or  of  aiding  or  encouraging  bushwhackers  and 
partisan  marauders  by  such  acts  of  commission  or  omission  as  herein 
mentioned,  in  order  that  immediate  action  maybe  taken  in  their  cases. 
Those  citizens  who  consider  themselves  so  bound  to  their  guerrilla  aud 
rebel  friends  that  they  cannot  comply  with  the  requirements  of  this 
order,  and  who  therefore  prefer  to  join  their  friends  within  the  rebel 
lines,  will,  upon  application  in  writing  to  these  headquarters  for  that 
purpose,  be  given  permission  to  pass  beyond  our  lines,  with  the  ]nnvi- 
lege  of  taking  with  them  sufficient  of  their  personal  property,  such  as 
clothing,  &c.,  to  render  them  comfortable.    The  military  forces  through- 
out the  department  are  commanded  to  respect  the  civil  law,  and  when 
necessary  to  aid  its  ofiiicers;  to  refrain  from  all  unauthorized  depreda- 
tions, especially  to  commit  no  act  through  persoTial  enmity,  and  to  pro- 
tect, aid,  and  encourage  all  those  who  by  their  acts  uniformly  show  an 
honest  and  earnest  desire  to  sup])ort  the  Government  in  putting  down 
the  rebellion  and  ridding  the  country  of  bushwhackers  and  guerrilla 

bands. 

Bv  command  of  Major-Gen eral  Dodge: 
■^  J.  W.  BAPtNES, 

Asuistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

Saint  Louis,  January  8,  I860. 

Brigadier-Generaf  Ewing, 

Leavemcorth : 
The  Thirty-nintli  Missouri  Volunteers  has  been  ordered  to  report  for 
duty.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  send  aU  the  Seventh  Kansas  Cavalry 
to  the  Third  Sub-District,  as  they  are  all  now  mounted,  and  put  infantry 
on  the  bridges  and  at  Herinaiin  and  Franklin  instead?  This  would 
enable  Colonel  Hiller  to  station  a  strong  scouting  force  at  I'atterson 
and  Centerville.  The  garrison  at  Caruthersville  has  been  withdrawn 
by  orders  from  department  headquarters  and  put  at  Bloomfield. 

H.  HANK  Alls, 
Major  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ^  Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

jS"o.  C.  )  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  8,  1865. 

******* 

2.  Pursuant  to  instructions  from  department  headquarters  of  the  7th 
instant.  First  Lieut.  C.  G.  Anderson,  Company  E,  Second  Missouri 
Cavalry,  is  detailed  to  take  charge  of  a  detachment  consisting  of  two 
commissioned  officers  and  sixty  mechanics,  the  names  of  whom  are 
herewith  attached,  and  proceed  on  Monday,  the  9th  instant,  on  the 
morning  train  by  railroad  to  the  bridges  on  the  Southwest  Branch, 
Pacific  Eailroad,  and  construct  block- houses  for  the  defense  of  said 
bridges.  Plans  for  block-houses  will  be,  on  application,  furnished  at 
department  headquarters.  Teams,  tools,  and  subsistence  will  be  fur- 
nished by  the  quartermaster  and  commissary  at  Franklin.  In  select- 
ing sites  for  the  block-houses  great  care  will  be  exercised  to  obtain 
points  that  command  the  bridges,  and  if  possible  points  that  are  not 
commanded  from  other  points  around.  The  transportation  will  be  fur- 
nished by  the  Pacific  Railroad  Company  free  of  charge  to  the 
Government. 

3.  The  Thirty-ninth  Missouri  Volunteers,  .Lieut.  Col.  E.  A.  Kutzner 
commanding,  having  reported  in  compliance  with  orders  from  depart- 
ment headquarters,  will  report  to  Colonel  Bouneville,  commanding 
Benton  Barracks. 

By  order  of  Brigadier- General  Ewing: 

H.  HAFI^AHS, 
Major  Fiftieth  Missouri  Volunteers  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Pilot  Knob,  January  8,  1865. 
Col.  H.  M.  Hiller: 

(Care  of  headquarters  Saint  Louis  District.) 

Captain  Lonergan  has  pretty  reliable  information  that  Parson  Pratt 
and  Lieutenant  Chitwood  with  about  forty  rebels  are  rendezvousing 
and  conscripting  at  the  forks  of  Logan's  Creek,  in  lleynolds  County. 
We  have  not  hardly  men  enough  here  to  look  after  these  brigands. 

G.  D.  O.  KELLMAN, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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POTOSI,  Mo.,  January  8,  1865. 
Maj.  H.  Hannahs, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 
The  scout  that  I  seut  oat  under  Lieutenant  Weddle  to  Black  Eiver 
came  up  with  a  party  of  bushwhackers  and  killed  2  of  them,  cap- 
turing 1  horse.    The  names  of  the  men  killed  were  the  notorious 
Samuel  Torringer  and  James  Barton. 

WM.  MOEAN, 
First  Lieut.,  Gomdg.  Company  E,  Fiftieth  Missouri  Volunteers. 


Headqxtaeters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

January  8, 1865 — 5.40  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Brown, 

Bolla,  Mo. : 
Order  the  Seventeenth  Illinois  into  Southeast  Missouri.  The  mounted 
part  will  march  to  Centerville  and  report  by  messenger  for  orders  to 
commanding  officer  at  Pilot  Knob;  the  dismounted  men  will  go  byi-ail 
to  Pilot  Knob.  Eegiment  will  take  camp  and  garrison  equipage. 
Eeport  when  they  move  to  me. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major- General. 


Speciai,  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  Dist.  op  Southwest  Missouri, 

No.  8.  )  Springfield,  Mo.,  January  8, 1865. 

m  *****  * 

II.  Maj.  Milton  Burch,  Eighth  Cavalry  Missouri  State  Militia,  is 
hereby  relieved  from  duty  as  commanding  ofBcer  of  the  regiment  and 
assigned  to  duty  as  commanding  officer  of  the  post  of  Neosho.  He 
will  proceed  to  Neosho  and  assume  command  of  that  post  without 
delay. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Sanborn : 

WM.  T.  KITTEEDGE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Warrensburg,  January  8,  1865. 
Col.  Chester  Harding,  Jr., 

Kansas  City: 
Have  you  any  further  information  of  guerrillas  in  Jackson  ?    Nothing 
is  known  of  tbem  at  Pleasant  Hill.    I  sent  you  a  company  of  cavalry. 

Has  it  arrived"^ 

JNO.  F.  PHILIPS, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Upper  Arkansas, 

In  the  Field,  Fort  Larned,  Kans.,  January  8,  1865. 

Maj.  C.  S.  Charlot, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  Kansas: 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  gen- 
^m^^^^^^^^any  arrival  at  this  post.    I  left  Fort  Eiley  on  Tuesday, 
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the  3d  instant;  have  visited  the  following  stations  on  my  route:  Salina, 
Ellsworth,  and  Zarah.  Found  one  company  at  Salina  under  Captain 
Hammer,  one  at  Ellsworth  under  Lieutenant  Garfield.  I  consider  Fort 
Ellsworth  a  very  important  station  to  scout  from,  and  as  the  company 
there  had  only  nine  horses,  I  have  ordered  Company  L,  Second  Colorado 
Cavalry,  there  as  re-enforcement.  At  Fort  Zarah  there  is  a  force  of 
250  recruits  of  the  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry  without  artillery.  I  left 
two  mountain  howitzers  there.  I  have  ordered  Company  H,  Twelfth 
Kansas  Infantry,  Lieutenant  Burton  commanding,  now  on  duty  at  this 
post,  to  Fort  liiley  for  garrison  duty;  also  the  left  section  Ninth  Wis- 
consin Battery,  Lieutenant  Crocker  commanding,  to  same  place.  I 
relieved  them  with  battalion  under  Captain  Moses,  consisting  of  Com- 
panies M,  T,  D,  F,  and  that  portion  of  A  and  B  not  yet  mustered  out, 
of  the  Second  Colorado  Cavalry.  Indians  are  troublesome  west  of 
this.  On  the  26th  of  December  a  train  was  attacked  ninety  miles  west 
of  here.  The  men,  twenty  in  number,  with  eleven  rifles,  fought  bravely. 
The  Indians  wounded  seven  (one  mortally),  but  they  succeeded  in  reach- 
ing this  post.  (See  report  of  Lieutenant  Crocker,  commanding  post.) 
I  have  sent  scouts  out  from  Ellsworth  and  Salina,  who  will  report  here 
to  me  probably  next  Wednesday  night.  From  all  reports  all  the  Indians 
are  making  north  and  congregating  on  headwaters  of  Smoky  Hill. 
One  large  band  with  their  women  and  children  crossed  100  miles  west 
of  this  about  Christmas,  the  same  band  probably  that  attacked  the 
train  already  mentioned.  I  have  talked  with  the  wounded  men,  and 
they  estimate  the  party  that  attacked  them  at  150.  The  people  here 
and,  in  fact,  all  the  citizens  of  the  border,  are  very  much  enraged  at  the 
course  taken  by  Colonel  Cliivington  and  his  troops.  By  the  accounts 
of  some  of  his  own  regiment  stationed  at  Fort  Lyon  who  were  present 
it  was  a  horrible  affair;  but  whether  he  was  right  or  wrong,  it  has  pre- 
cluded all  probabilities  of  peace,  and  it  is  now  war  to  the  knife.  All 
the  tribes  will  have  to  be  conquered.  That  cannot  be  done  in  one 
campaign,  and  we  wiU  have  a  lively  time  this  summer.  My  plan  would 
be  to  give  me  troops  enough  at  these  stations  on  the  route  to  keep  com- 
munication open,  and  then  give  me  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker  and 
Major  Ketner,  with  the  Sixteenth  Kansas  Cavalry  and  the  Second 
Colorado  Cavalry,  entirely  foot  loose  from  post  duty,  and  let  them  live 
on  the  plains  all  the  time,  same  as  Indians,  coming  into  the  post  only  for 
rations.  I  wiU  guarantee  to  make  it  so  hot  for  the  Indians  before  fall 
that  they  will  hunt  a  cooler  district  or  throw  up  their  hands  and  retire 
from  the  game.  I  find  here  that  I  have  got  work  enough  on  my  hands  to 
keep  me  here  for  at  least  a  week,  and  shall  not  go  farther  west  at  pres- 
ent. I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  efforts  be  made  to  reach 
Little  Raven's  band  of  Arapahoes,  a  large  portion  of  which  escaped 
from  the  massacre  on  Sand  Creek,  and  have  them  separated  from  the 
hostile  bands.  They  are,  or  were,  anxious  for  peace,  and  Little  Eaven 
offered  all  his  warriors  to  Major  Wynkoop  to  help  chastise  the  Kiowas 
and  Sioux.  They  never  wanted  war,  but  were  always  friendly.  Escort- 
ing the  coach  from  here  to  Fort  Lyon,  a  distance  of  240  miles,  is  very 
hard  work  on  our  cavalry  horses.  I  have  to  send  at  least  forty  men. 
Would  recommend  one  or  two  stations  between  here  and  Fort  Lyon  dur- 
ing the  summer.  In  the  meantime  I  shall  only  send  the  coach  through 
twice  a  month. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  H.  FOED, 
Colonel,  Commanding  District. 
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Special  Ordeks,  )       Hdqrs.  District  of  North  Kansas, 

No.  6.  J  Fort  Leavenworth,  JUnuary  8,  1865. 


1.  Maj.  Clarkson  Eeynolds,  Sixteenth  Kausas  Volunteer  Cavalry, 
will  proceed  to  Wyandotte,  Kans.,  and  assume  command  of  the  troops 
at  that  station,  and  make  his  regular  monthly  and  tri-monthly  reports 
to  these  headquarters. 

2.  Maj.  James  Ketner,  Sixteenth  Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry,  will 
assume  command  of  his  regiment  and  quarter  with  his  troops  at  new 
barracks,  approving  all  passes  and  furloughs  for  his  command,  making 
his  regular  reports  to  Col.  W.  E.  Davis,  commanding  post. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  T.  A.  Davies: 

D.  J.  CEAIGIE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Omaha,  Nebe.  Ter.,  January  S,  1865. 
Major-General  Curtis, 

Fort  Learemcorth : 
The  following  dispatches  are  just  received : 

.TuLESiiURG,  [January']  8,  18G5. 
Had  a  desperate  fight  (Indians  went  S(intL)  and  will  report  in  a  fevr  momentB. 

N.  J.  O'BRIEN, 

Captain,  ^x. 

Krarny,  8th. 

The  present  state  of  tilings  ou  the  road  will  not  answer.  The  posts  must  he  con- 
centrated or  made  more  numerous.  There  are  some,  as  per  returns,  too  weak  to  make 
a  defense  against  the  heavy  odds  now  threatening.  Either  give  me  power  to  act  as 
I  deem  best,  or  direct  what  I  shall  do  while  we  are  corresponding.  The  Indians  are 
masters  of  the  Overland  road,  and  immediate  action  is  imperative. 

R.  R.  LIVINGSTON,  &c. 

I  will  leave  for  the  field  by  stage  to-night. 

EOBT.  B.  MITCHELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Omaha,  January  8,  1865. 
CoMMANniNG  Officer,  Columbus,  Nebr.  Ter.: 

You  will  move  immediately  with  fifty  men  of  Company  E,  Seventh 
Iowa  Cavalry ,  and  re]>ort  to  Colonel  Livingston  at  Fort  Kearny.  Make 
no  delay  in  starting  and  move  as  rapidly  as  i)ossible,  not  to  injure  your 
animals. 

EOBT.  15.  MITCHELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  9,  1865. 

CoMMANDiNa  General  Department  op  the  Gulf, 

New  Orleans,  La.: 

Sir  :  Under  authority  of  Executive  order  of  December  10,  aud  of 

the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  of  December  12,  18G4,  Maj.  Gen. 

W.  F.  Smith  and  Hon.  Henry  Stanbery  have  been  appointed  special 

commissioners  to  inspect  and  report  upon  the  condition  of  affairs  in 
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the  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi.  Capt.  George  W.  Dresser, 
acting  aide-decamp,  Capt.  J.  J.  Van  Horn,  aide  de-camp,  and  Lieut.  E, 
A.  Duer,  aide-de-camp,  have  been  authorized  by  these  commissioners 
to  perform  such  military  inspections  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  con- 
sidered necessary,  and  the  major-general  commanding  directs  that  these 
officers  be  furnished  all  necessary  facilities  and  information  to  enable 
them  to  execute  tlieir  duties  fully  and  promptly. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  T.  CHEISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  commanding  general  U.  S.  forces,  Kennerville,  La. ;  com- 
manding general  Departmentof  Arkansas,  Little  Rock,  Ark. ;  command- 
ing general  Department  of  Mississippi,  Memphis,  Tenn.;  commanding 
general  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.) 


Headquauteks  Defenses  op  New  Okleans, 

JVew  Orleans,  January  9,  1865. 
Capt.  P.  C.  Hains, 

U.  vS'.  Engineers,  Chief  Engineer  Department  of  the  Gulf: 
I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  the  5th  instant,  and  in  reply  thereto  to  inform  you  that,  as  nearly 
as  may  be  described,  the  boundaries  of  the  Defenses  of  New  Orleans 
are  as  follows:  Commencing  at  North  Pass  Manchac;  thence  west 
along  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Maurepas  to  the  Amite  Eiver  •,  thence 
through  Bayou  Manchac  to  the  Mississippi  River;  thence  through  the 
Bayou  Plaquemine  to  Grand  River;  thence  to  Berwick  Bay;  tlience  to 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico ;  thence  east  to  Ship  Island ;  thence  through  Missis- 
sippi Sound,  the  Rigolets,  and  Lake  Pontchartrain,  returning  to  the 
place  of  beginning  at  North  Pass  Manchac.  The  following  are  the 
regularly  garrisoned  posts:  New  Orleans,  Algiers,  Camp  Parapet, 
Carrollton,  Greensville,  Kenner,  Lakeport,  Proctorville,  Ship  Island, 
Fort  Jackson,  Plaquemine,  Fort  Saint  Philip,  Fort  Pike,  Fort  Macomb, 
Fort  Livingston,  Donaldsonville,  Napoleonville,  Thibodeaux,  Brashear 
City,  Bonnet  Carr6,  Terre  Bonne. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

FREDERIC  SPEED, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  9,  1865. 
Col.  Haeai  Robinson, 

Provost-Marshal-Genera],  Dcpt.  of  the  Gulf,  New  Orleans,  La.: 
Colonel:  1  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to 
inform  you  that  from  reports  received  it  would  appear  that  there  is 
danger  of  the  new  levee  at  Kennerville  giving  way,  and  to  request 
that  you  will  send  a  competent  person  to  examine  into  it,  so  that  in 
case  the  apprehensions  are  well  grounded  immediate  measures  may  be 
taken  to  prevent  the  disaster  consequent  upon  the  breaking  of  the  levee. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  CHRISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  9,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Keynolbs, 

Commanding  Department  of  Arkansas,  Little  Bock,  Arlc.  : 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  desires  that  a  cavalry- 
force  of  about  1,000  be  detached  from  your  department  and  sent  with 
the  least  possible  delay  to  Memphis,  Teuu.,  to  report  to  General  Dana. 
He  also  wishes  to  know  what  cavalry  force  is  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  defense  of  Arkansas,  and  directs  that  the  balance  be  held  in  readi- 
ness to  move  whenever  and  wherever  required.  No  report  has  as  yet 
been  received  in  relation  to  the  trooi>s  of  tlie  Eeserve  Corps  within  the 
limits  of  your  command.  It  is  very  desirable  that  they  should  join  the 
main  portion  of  the  corps  now  collecting  at  Kennerville,  La.,  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  I  am  directed  to  request  that  the  necessary  orders  issue 
from  your  headquarters  accordingly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  CHRISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Neic  Orleans,  La.,  January  9,  1865 — i  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds, 

Commanding  Department  of  Arkansas,  Little  Rock,  Ark.  : 
GiJNERAL :  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  this  morning  in  relation 
to  the  transfer  of  certain  cavalry  from  your  department  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  iVIississippi,  and  other  matters.  Since  then  your  cipher  dis- 
patch of  the  3d  has  been  received.  I  am  directed  to  say  that  the 
Thirty-lifth  Wisconsin  can  only  be  retained  if  replaced  at  once  by 
another  regiment  equal  in  strength  and  efficiency,  and  that  the  Ninety- 
sixth  Ohio  should  be  relieved  as  soon  as  possible  and  sent  with  the  rest 
of  the  forces  of  the  Reserve  Corps  to  Kennerville.  I  am  further  directed 
to  request  that  as  soon  as  the  troops  from  the  District  of  the  Frontier 
have  come  in  and  the  necessary  permanent  forces  assigned  to  the  respect- 
ive posts,  the  surplus  force  may  be  put  in  condition  and  held  in  readi- 
ness for  service  elsewhere  whenever  they  may  be  called  for.  The 
commanding  general  will  be  pleased  to  receive  from  you,  as  early  as 
possible,  an  estimate  of  the  force  that  you  will  thus  bo  able  to  spare. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  CHRISTENSBN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Department  op  Arkansas, 

No.  8.  )  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  January  9, 1865. 

1.  Col.  B.  Bridgman,  late  Ninety-first  Regiment  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry, 
is  hereby  appointed  superintendent  of  the  U.  S.  military  railroad  from 
Little  Rock  to  Devall's  Bluff,  Ark.,  and  Avill  be  obeyed  and  respected 
as  such,  under  the  ofScial  direction  of  the  chief  quartermaster  of  the 
department. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds: 
•^  ^  JOHN  LEVERING, 

A  ssistant  A  djutant-  General. 
30  R  R — VOL  XL VIII,  PT   I 
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Headquarters  District  of  the  Frontier, 

Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  January  9,  1865— H  p.  m. 

Lieut.  Gol.  W.  D.  Green, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Little  Rock: 
Sir:  On  the  2d  instant  I  received  from  Colonel  Harrison,  comiuaud- 
ing  First  Arkansas  Cavalry  at  Fayetteville,  a  copy  of  a  dispatcb  to 
Lim,  as  follows: 

WASHlNGTf)N  City,  Deceviher  SI,  1864. 

Commanding  Offickk  at  Fayetteville,  Ark.: 

I  am  told  to-day  l)y  the  highest  authority  that  Fort  Smitli  is  not  to  be  evacuated. 
What  are  your  advices  from  that  point  ?     Answer  at  once. 

'  A.  AV.  BISHOP. 

And  on   the  8tli   instant  I  received  tlie  following  from  the  same 
sources : 

Washington,  Januarii  G,  1SG5. 
Col.  51.  I^aRiie  Harrison, 

Fayetteville,  Arl\  : 

The  order  is  countermanded  l)v  order  of  the  President. 

A.  W.  BISHOP. 

I  have  not  permitted  these  dispatches  to  cause  any  delay  in  my 
movements.  A  portion  of  my  train  from  Fort  Scott,  with  one  regi- 
ment, has  arrived,  and  the  balance  of  the  train  and  troops  are  expected 
here  to-morrow.  I  have  sent  the  cavalry  brigade  to  Clarksville,  also 
two  infantry  regiments  and  100  loaded  wagons.  I  have  ordered  that 
train  to  unload  at  Clarksville  and  return  here.  I  shall  start  another  train 
of  100  wagons  on  the  13th,  directing  it  to  go  through  to  Lewisburg,  and 
return  to  Clarksville  for  the  stores  taken  from  the  100  wagons  unloaded 
there.  This  will  give  me  additional  transportation  to  the  amount  of  100 
wagons  from  here  to  Lewisburg,  and  still  I  shall  have  to  destroy  consid- 
erable valuable  property,  all  of  which  could  be  saved  if  boats  could  be 
sent  up  here.  The  river  is  again  very  high.  If  i)ossible,  I  wish  to 
have  120  tons  of  forage  sent  to  Lewisburg,  and  80  tons  to  Clarks- 
ville. I  shall  have  subsistence  sufficient  to  last  my  command  until  the 
25th  instant,  no  longer,  as  I  have  taken  most  of  the  supplies  from  Fort 
Gibson,  and  I  cannot  get  away  from  here  before  the  18th  instant,  if 
I  have  to  wait  for  my  train  to  return  from  Clarksville  or  wait  for  boats 
from  Little  Kock.  Should  I  receive  an  order  countermanding  the 
evacuation  of  this  district,  the  troops  will  be  on  short  rations  and 
much  in  need  of  everything  before  supplies  can  possibty  reach  them, 
unless  the  major-general  commanding  the  department  thinks  best  to 
send  up  subsistence  and  forage  on  this  high  water  on  the  strength  of 
the  unofficial  telegrams  hereinbefore  mentioned,  and  if  he  should  not  do 
so  I  shall  jirobably  be  compelled  to  leave  here  for  the  want  of  supplies. 
I  therefore  urgently  request  that  all  the  boats  (five)  be  sent  up  at 
once,  and  then  the  evacuation  of  this  place  will  not  result  in  much 
loss  to  the  Government,  and  the  people  to  whom  the  Government  owes 
protection  will  be  enabled  to  get  away.  The  river  has  risen  five  feet  iu 
the  last  twenty-four  hours,  and  still  rising  at  the  rate  of  ten  inches  per 
hour.  It  will  probably  rise  as  high  as  it  did  on  the  20th  ultimo.  It  is 
now  but  two  feet  and  a  half  lower  than  then,  and  rain  continues.  I 
sent  a  dispatch  to-day  by  land,  in  which  I  stated  that  I  could  get  away 
without  having  to  destroy  much  of  anything,  but  in  the  statement  I 
overlooked  the  fact  that  the  quartermaster  has  150  wagons  for  which 
he  has  no  mules,  and  will  consequently  have  to  be  destroyed,  unless 
they  can  be  transported  by  the  river.  If  the  boats  come  up  and 
remove  the  balance  of  the  public  stores,  forty  tons  of  forage  sent  to 
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Lewisburg  aud  sixty  tons  to  Olarksville  will  be  sufficient,  aud  if  it 
can  be  done  forty  tons  should  be  sent  bere.  If  tlii«  place  is  not  to  be 
evacuated,  I  respectfully  request  that  boats  be  sent  up  with  a  supply 
of  subsistence,  forage,  quartermaster's  stores,  and  medical  supplies. 
In  either  event,  evacuation  or  no  evacuation,  I  beg  that  boats  will  be 
sent. 


Very  respectfully,  &c.. 


JOHN  M.  THAYEE, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commauvlinf/. 


Headquarteks  ]3bpaktment  op  Arkansas, 

Little  Bock,  Ark.,  January  9,  1865. 
Maj.  (ien.  G.  M.  Uodge, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri: 
General  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  to  headquarters  Military 
Division  of  West  Mississippi  of  December  11, 1864,*  in  relation  to  send- 
ing through  our  lines  certain  people  from  Missouri,  with  indorsement 
to  the  effect  that  they  will  be  passed  through  at  this  point.  It  will  be 
very  inconvenient  to  pass  them  through  the  lines  at  this  place.  I  pro- 
pose to  pass  them  through  at  Gaines'  Landing,  on  the  Mississippi 
River.  Any  orders  or  permits  from  your  headquarters  will  be  approved, 
without  delaying  the  parties,  by  the  commanding  officer  at  the  mouth 
of  the  White  Eiver,  and  the  landing  can  be  made  at  Gaines'  Landing. 
Please  direct  parties  whom  you  send  South  in  future  to  report  at  mouth 
of  White  River. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

January  9,  1865. 
Major  Hannahs, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  District  of  Saint  Louis  : 
I  desire  you  to  keep  concentrated  as  much  as  possible  the  Thirty- 
ninth  Missouri  Infantry,  that  they  can  drill,  as  I  desire  to  send  them 
into  South  Missouri  as  soon  as  possible.    The  Seventeenth  Illinois 
Cavalry  has  been  ordered  into  your  district. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

Saint  Louis,  Jamiary  9,  1865. 

Colonel  Rogers, 

Gape  Girardeau: 
You  will  put  both  the  infantry  companies  and  the  cavalry  company 
now  at  Caruthersville  at  Bloomfield,  and  not  send  the  cavalry  to  Pat- 
terson, as  directed  in  the  department  order. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Ewing: 
"^  H.  HANNAHS, 

Major  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

*Seo  Vol.  XLI,  Part  IV,  p.  829, 
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Special  Orders,  )       Headquarters  District  of  Eolla, 

jq'o,  8.  j  BoUa,  Mo.,  January  9,  1865. 

'  1.  The  commaudiDg  officer  Thirteeuth  Missouri  Veterau  Cavalry  will 
detail  one  company  from  liis  regiment  to  proceed  immediately  to  Big 
Piney  and  relieve  the  company  of  the  Seventeenth  Illinois  Volunteer 
Cavalry  on  duty  at  that  station.  The  company  of  the  Seventeenth 
Illinois  Volunteer  Cavalry  on  being  relieved  will  icjoiu  its  regiment 
without  delay. 

By  order  of  Col.  E.  0.  Catherwood: 

C.  G.  LAURANT, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saitit  Louis,  January  9,  1865. 

Colonel  Harding, 

Kansas  Vity : 
Had  not  a  company  ought  to  be  posted  on  railroad  at  crossing  of 
Little  Blue? 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major- General. 


Kansas  City,  January  9,  1805 — 3.10  p.  m. 

General  Dodge, 

Saint  Louis: 
The  crossing  of  the  Little  Blue  is  six  miles  south  of  Independence. 
There  ought  to  be  troops  there  to  range  fioui  a  fixed  caniji.  I  have 
scarcely  men  enough  to  send  another  company  out,  but  probably  will 
have  in  two  days.  1  have  to  keep  out  a  i)retty  strong  force  from  Hick- 
man Mills  to  Indeiiendencc,  and  to  furnish  a  large  guard  here,  besides 
doing  the  necessary  fatigue  duty.  Little  Santa  F6,  the  Mission,  and 
other  ])osts  on  the  border  have  been  abandoned  by  the  Kansas  troops 
previously  stationed  there.  I  have  had  to  garrison  Westport.  If  I 
Lad  control  of  the  company  at  Independence  and  those  at  Pleasant 
Hill  I  believe  that  I  could  make  a  successful  drive. 

CHESTER  HARDING,  Jr., 
Colonel,  Commanding  Forty-third  Missouri  Yohmtecrs. 


Kansas  City,  January  9,  1865 
Col.  John  F.  Philips  : 

Your  company  of  cavalry  arrived.  I  sent  them  to  Westport  for  head- 
quarters. Will  operate  in  conjunction  with  my  men,  and  can  do  much 
good.  No  further  information  concerning  Shelby's  men,  and  believe 
the  report  false. 

CHESTER  HARDING,  Jr., 

Colonel^  Commanding, 
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Macon,  January  9,  1865. 

(Received  12  m.  lOth.) 
Major-General  Dodge, 

Saint  Louis: 
We  have  captured  and  killed  the  guerrilla  Captain  Childs,  who  has 
been  a  louf?  time  operating  in  Audrain  County.    Three  of  his  men  share 
his  fate.    The  troops  in  Platte  County  killed  two  guerrillas  on  Saturday 
last 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Heabquaeters  Depaktment  of  the  Missouri,  , 

Saint  Jjouis,  January  9,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Fisk: 

Colonel  Kutzcer's  regiment  is  here.  I  propose  to  give  it  a  chance  to 
recruit.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  send  Kutzner  himself  ijito  the  disloyal 
counties  on  the  river  ?  (iive  him  a  sub-district  and  see  if  he  cannot 
put  life  into  the  trooi^s  and  put  down  the  bands  now  there. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  General. 


Macon,  January  .9,  18G5. 
Major-General  Dodge, 

Saint  Louis: 
I  can  use  Colonel  Kutzner's  regiment  to  great  advantage,  and  the 
colonel  himself  had  better  be  returned  to  his  old  sub-district,  head- 
quarters at  Glasgow.  All  the  mounted  troops  we  have  are  going  day 
and  night,  and  none  but  mounted  troops  are  of  service  against 
bushwhackers. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Jefferson  City,  January  9,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  FisK : 

Cannot  you  come  to  Jefferson  City  durinjr  the  week?    I  think  it 
important  for  your  military  district  that  you  should. 

D.  P.  DYER, 

Colonel. 


Macon,  January  9,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  U.  M.  Matthews, 

^YeMon,  Mo.: 
Press  horses  when  necessary.     Kill  every  busliwhacker  in  Platte 

County. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Regiment  Indian  Home  Guard, 

Fort  Gibson,  Ind.  Ter.,  January  9,  1865. 
Major-General  Curtis: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  making  you  the  following  report:  In  pur- 
suance to  orders  from  brigade  headquarters,  I  proceeded  with  a  detach- 
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meut  of  the  Indian  brigade  some  eighty  miles  up  the  Arkansas  River 
on  the  north  side,  until  opposite  the  mouth  of  Pole  Cat  Creek,  at 
which  place  1  came  upon  a  good  road  much  worn  with  travel,  evidently 
a  road  much  used.  The  ford  of  the  Arkansas  River  is  good.  The  bear- 
ing of  the  road  is  south -south  west  by  the  north-northeast.  The  Caney 
and  Bird  Creeks  are  also  easily  forded,  all  of  which  affords  an  easy 
and  safe  communication  for  the  rebels  between  Missouri  and  Texas. 
Hence  the  reason  of  so  much  danger  and  damage  to  our  messengers  and 
small  parties  between  Cabin  Creek  and  Baxter  Springs.  The  trails 
come  together  at  the  Verdigris,  and  from  thence  form  a  grand  trunk 
road,  by  which  General  Gano  retreated  with  the  supply  train  -which  he 
captured  at  Cabin  Creek,  Cherokee  Nation.  I  give  you  these  facts  to 
show  how  much  the  southern  border  of  Kansas  is  exposed  to  the  Texas 
rangers.  Fort  Gibson  affords  but  little  protection  to  this  road.  In 
February  of  1864  I  marched  my  command  south  of  the  Arkansas  River 
in  the  direction  of  Fort  Washita  and  came  upon  the  same  line  of  road 
100  miles  south  of  the  Arkansas.  I  returned  on  this  road  to  the  Arkan- 
sas River.  The  road  and  fords  of  the  stream  are  good,  and  it  is  tlie 
most  practicable  route  from  Kansas  to  Red  River. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  FOREMAN, 
Major,  Commanding  Third  Indian  Regiment. 


Genekal  Oedeks,  )  Hdqrs.  District  op  Colorado, 

No.  3.  )  Denver,  Colo.  Ter.,  January  9,  1865. 

First  Lieut.  J.  S.  Maynard,  Company  H,  First  Regiment  Colorado 
Cavalry,  is,  in    addition  to    his    duties   as   .judge- advocate,   hereby 
appointed  district  inspector,  vice  Major  JJowning,  mustered  out  of 
service  by  virtue  of  expiration  of  term  of  service. 
By  order  of  Col.  T.  Moonlight,  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry: 

IRA  I.  TABER, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Denver,  January  9,  1865. 
Lieut.  W.  R.  Newkirk, 

Valley  Station: 
Troops  ai"e  en  route  to  you.     Remain,  and  have  peox>le  do  so 

T.  MOONLIGHT, 

Colonel. 


Special  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

No.  10.  J  Keu-  Orleans,  La.,  January  lo/l865. 

*****  #  ^f 

3.  Capt.  Oliver  P.  Gooding,  Tenth  U.  S.  Infantry  (late  colonel  Thirty- 
first  Massachusetts  Volunteers),  is  hereby  assigned  to  duty  as  an 
insi)ecting  officer  with  the  forces  now  being  concentrated  at  Kenner- 
ville.  La.,  and  Avill  report  accordingly  to  Maj.  Gen.  F.  Steele,  command- 
ing, without  delay. 

*  *  *  *  »  *  .  ^ 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  R.  S,  Can  by: 

C.  T.  CHRISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  10,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

Special  Comminsioner,  &c.,  New  Orleann,  La. : 
Agreeably  to  your  request  I  have  tbe  honor,  by  direction  of  the  major- 
general  commanding,  to  transmit,  herewith  inclosed,  letters*  of  instruc- 
tions to  the  commauding  generals  of  the  ])epartment8  of  the  Gulf, 
Arkansas,  Mississippi,  and  the  Missouri,  and  of  the  Reserve  Corps  of 
the  division,  directing  them  to  furnish  every  facility  required  to  the 
officers  selected  by  you  for  the  performance  of  certain  military  inspec- 
tions. I  have  also  the  honor  to  transmit  statements  of  posts,  post 
commanders,  and  troo])s  within  the  limits  of  the  Departments  of  the 
Gulf  and  Arkansas,  and  of  those  composing  the  Eeserve  Corps.  The 
statements  of  posts,  &c.,  of  the  other  two  departments  will  be  furnished 
in  course  of  the  day.  Any  other  facilities  or  information  desired  shall 
at  all  times  be  furnished  cheerfully  and  promptly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  CHMSTEJSfSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  10, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith, 

Special  Commissioner,  t&c..  New  Orleans,  La. : 
Sir:  Referring  to  my  communication  of  this  morning,  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit,  herewith  inclosed,  statements!  of  posts,  post  com- 
manders, and  troops  within  the  limits  of  the  Departments  of  Mississippi 
and  the  Missouri.  These,  together  with  the  statements  submitted  this 
morning,  comprise  a  complete  record  of  this  military  division. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  CHRISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Office  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer, 

Neio  Orleans,  La.,  [January  10,\  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Cheistensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  state- 
ment of  the  information  received  at  this  office  this  10th  day  of  January, 
1805:  A  report  from  Lieut.  G.  G.  Curtiss,  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  January  (5, 
1865;  a  report  from  Capt.  Fred.  H.Man,  Morganza,  La.,  January  6, 1805; 
a  report  from  Lieut. W.  P.  Kuowles,  commanding  Special  Scouts,  Natchez, 
Miss.,  January  6,  1865 ;  a  report  from  C.  A.  Hennigs,  Baton  Rouge,  La., 
December  28,  3864.  Louisiana:  The  First  Louisiana  Cavalry  are  now 
permanently  stationed  on  the  Atchafalaya  River,  near  Morganza.  Recon- 
naissances show  that  the  enemy  are  quiet.    Brigadier-General  Hodge, 

*  See  Canbv  to  Hnrlbut  and  others,  January  9,  p.  463. 

tNot  foimti  as  inclosures,  but  seis  abstract  Iroui  returns  and  organization  of  troops, 
December  31,  1864,  Vol.  XLI,  Part  IV,  pp.  972-995. 
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commandiug  District  of  Southwest  Mississippi  and  East  Louisiana,  is 
ordered  bafore  a  court  of  inquiry  at  Center ville,  Miss.,  on  charges  of 
incompetency  and  cowardice.  Colonel  Griffltli,  Eighteenth  Texas  [Seven- 
teenth Arkansas] ,  suj^ersedes  liim.  Colonel  Scott's  and  Colonel  Ogdeu's 
regiments  have  gone  to  Mobile.  Third  Louisiana  Cavalry,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Amacker  commandiug;  Fourth  Louisiana  Cavalry,  Col.  Frank 
P.  Powers  commanding;  Fifth  L(misiana  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  H.  M.  Car- 
ter commanding,  under  Col.  D.  Gober,  are  at  Jackson,  Miss,  Three  regi- 
ments of  General  Wirt  Adams'  command  are  to  take  the  place  of  the 
above,  but  have  not  yet  arrived.  A  few  companies  of  scouts  only 
were  left  behind  to  collect  absentees,  and  they  are  ordered  to  report  at 
Mount  Nebo  Church,  La.,  Januaiy  12, 1865;  thence  to  rejoin  their  regi- 
ments. Lieut.  John  lieynolds,  a  notorious  jayhawker,  professing  to  be 
of  Colonel  Gober's  command,  has  just  been  brought  into  Baton  Rouge 
and  placed  in  jail.  Was  found  in  a  house  five  miles  distant,  insensible 
from  blows  inflicted  by  an  ax  in  tlie  hands  of  a  negro.  Mississippi: 
The  chief  transit  route  of  the  rebels  across  the  Mississippi  lliver  is  at 
Saint  Joseph,  La.  Lieut.  W.  P.  Knowles  reports  the  enemy  in  such 
strength  along  the  river  at  that  point  that  he  was  unable  to  make  any 
important  advance  into  the  country.  15y  signal  stations  at  Oakland 
College,  five  miles  above  lioduey,  at  Mrs.  Ellis',  six  miles  above  Oak- 
land College,  and  one  one  mile  and  a  half  above  Grand  Gulf,  the  river 
is  overlooked  and  watched  for  some  distance  below  Podney  to  a  point 
above  Grand  Gulf.  Four  hundred  cavalry  troops  are  distributed 
between  these  points  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  On  the  opj)osite 
side  is  a  larger  force. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  AV.  MAESTOK, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi. 

'  By  S.  M.  EATON, 
Captain  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  A.,  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi. 

(In  Major  Marston's  illness,) 


MORGANZA,  January  10,  18G5. 

(Received  5.15  p,  m.) 
Lieut,  Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  New  Orleans: 
Will  reach  the  city  about  10  a.  m.  to-morrow.     I  have  Avith  me  the 
Thirty-seventh  Illinois  and  Twentieth  Iowa.     Total  present,  7t)7 

CHAS.  BLACK, 
Colonel  Thirty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Koclc,  Arlc,  January  10,  1865 i  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  IIalleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
This  army  generally  has  not  been  i^aid  since  last  June.     The  bounties 
are  all  unpaid  except  first  installment.     Much  dissatisfaction  and  suf- 
fering exist. 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Bock,  Ark.,  January  10, 1865 — 5  p.  in. 

(Received  12.15  a.  m.  16th.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HAlleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Yours  of  the  3d  instant  I'elating  to  the  reoceupation  of  Fort  Smith 
received,  and  will  be  carried  out  at  the  eailiest  moment  practicable. 

J.  J.  HE  YN OLDS, 

Major-General. 


Special  Orders,  }         Hdqrs.  Department  of  Arkansas, 

No.  9.  \  Little  Bock,  Ark.,  January  10,  1865. 

*  *  *  #  *  *  * 

4.  Maj.  James  F.  Dwight,  Eleventh  Missouri  Cavalry,  is  hereby 
appointed  acting  assistant  inspector-general  of  the  Cavalry  Division  of 
Seventh  Army  Corps,  and  will  report  without  delay  to  Brig.  Gen.  J.  E. 
West,  commanding. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds: 

JOHN  LEVERING, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Second  Brio.,  First  Div., 

[•  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

No.  1.  )  Little  Bock,  Ark.,  January  10,  1865. 

The  following-named  officers  ai-e  announced  as  the  staff  of  the  colonel 
commanding  brigade:  Surg.  Robert  Mitchell,  Twenty-seventh  Wis- 
consin Infantry  Volunteers,  senior  surgeon;  Capt.  P.  Mulholland, 
Twenty-seventh  Wisconsin  Infantry  Volunteers,  acting  aide-de-camp; 
First  Lieut,  and  Adjt.  L.  A.  Duncan,  Fortieth  Iowa  Infantry  Volun- 
teers, acting  assistant  adjutant-j^eueral;  Second  Lieut.  Michael  A. 
Maguire,  Twenty-seventh  Wisconsin  Infantry  Volunteers,  acting  assist- 
ant quartermaster. 

By  order  of  John  A.  Garrett,  colonel  Fortieth  Iowa  Infantry  Volun 
teers,  commanding : 

L.  A.  DUNCAN, 
Lieutenant  and  Acthuj  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  January  10,  1865—2.40  p.  m. 

(Via  Saint  Louis.) 
Commanding  Officer  at  Payetteville  : 

Lieut.  Gen.  TJ.  S.  Grant  has  directed  that  Fort  Smith  and  adjacent 
posts  be  not  evacuated  if  they  can  be  supplied,  and  if  already  aban- 
doned that  they  be  reoccupied  as  early  as  supplies  can  be  forwarded 
to  them.    These  orders  have  been  sent  to  Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Send  these  forward  by  the  very  quickest  possible  route. 
(Same  to  commanding  officers  at  Fort  Smith  and  Little  Rock,  Ark., 
via  Saint  Louis.) 
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Headquarteks  District  of  West  Tennessee, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  January  10,  1865. 

Col.  J.  N.  McArthur, 

Fourth  JJ.  8.  Colored  Heavy  Arty.,  Comdg.  Post,  Columbus,  Ky.: 
Colonel:  Your  letter  of  January  5,  inclosiD^  telegrams  from  Brevet 
"Major-General  Burbridge  and  Brig.  Geu.  S.  Meredith,  is  received.  You 
are  uot  in  General  Meredith's  command,  and  will  not  obey  bis  orders. 
I  have  only  to  repeat  my  instructions  contj^ined  in  letter  of  28tli  Decem- 
ber, 1864,  and  to  reiterate  tbat  you  will  not  obey  the  orders  of  any 
officer  unless  lie  derives  bis  authority  from  Major-General  Canby,  com- 
manding Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi,  Major-General  Dana, 
commanding  Department  of  Mississippi,  or  from  these  headquar- 
ters. You  will  not  permit  any  interference  with  your  conijnand  iu  any 
manner  whatever  by  any  one  deriving  his  authority  from  any  other 
source  than  those  above  mentioned ;  nor  will  you  allow  public  property 
or  material  of  any  kind  to  be  taken  from  under  your  control  without 
order  through  these  headquarters.  I  am  not  advised  that  Brigadier- 
General  Meredith  has  been  required  to  obey  any  orders  of  Major- 
General  Dana,  and  therefore  the  telegram  of  Brevet  Majjor-General 
Burbridge  can  iu  no  wise  affect  the  case.  1  inclose  for  your  information 
a  copy  of  telegram  from  E.  D.  Townsend,  assistant  adjutant- general, 
at  Washington,  D.  €.,  of  date  January  1,  18C.5,  declaring  that  General 
Oanby's  command  extended  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  Eiver.*  You  are 
relieved  from  any  and  all  responsibility  of  reporting  to  General  Mere- 
dith by  my  direct  and  positive  order  and  command. 
Very  respectfully, 

JAMBS  G.  VEATGH, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  op  the  Missouri, 

No.  10.  )  Haint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  10,  18(>5. 

7.  Ool.  E.  A.  Kutzner,  Thirty-ninth  Eegiment  Missouri  Infantry  Vol- 
unteers, is  hereby  detached  from  his  command  and  will  report  to  Brig. 
Gen.  C.  B.  Fisk,  commanding  District  of  ISTorth  Missouri,  at  Macon 
City,  Mo.,  for  assignment  to  the  command  of  the  sub  district,  head- 
quarters at  Glasgow,  or  such  place  as  the  district  commander  may  deem 
best.  The  quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  transportation  for 
private  horses,  baggage,  and  servants. 

9.  Col.  Chester  Harding,  Forty- third  Missouri  Infantry,  will  report 
to  Ool.  J.  F.  Philips,  commanding  Central  District  of  Missouri,  for 
assignment  to  the  command  of  the  sub-district.  Colonel  Philips  will 
furnish  Colonel  Harding  with  troops  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  keep 
one  company  at  the  crossing  of  the  Little  Blue,  and  Colonel  Harding 
will  be  subject  to  the  orders  of  Colonel  Philips  in  all  matters  pertain- 
ing to  his  district.  The  returns  of  the  Forty-third  Missouri  will  bo 
forwarded  to  headquarters  District  of  Nortli  Missouri,  as  heretofore. 

10.  Lieut.  Col.  William  Hoelcke,  chief  engineer  Department  of  the 
Missouri,  will  proceed  along  the  line  of  the  railroad  as  far  as  Jefferson 

•  See  p.  393. 
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City,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  bridges,  &c.,  and  superintending 
the  location  of  sites  for  block-houses,  returning  to  these  headquarters 
upon  the  completion,  of  these  duties. 

By  command  of  Major-CJeneral  Dodge: 

J.  W.  BAENES, 
Assistant  A djutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )        Headquarters  District  op  Eolla, 

No.  9.  )  Rolla,  Mo.,  January  10, 1865. 

1.  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  department  headquarters 
the  Seventeenth  Eegiment  Illinois  Volunteer  Cavalry  is  hereby  relieved 
from  duty  in  this  district.  The  mounted  portion  of  the  regiment  will 
proceed  by  land  tomorrow  moriiiug,  with  camp  and  garrison  equipage, 
to  Centerville,  Eeynolds  County,  Mo.,  where  the  officer  in  command  of 
the  detachment  will  report  by  messenger  to  the  commanding  offlcer  at 
Pilot  Knob  for  orders.  The  dismounted  men  will  proceed  this  after- 
noon by  rail  to  Pilot  Knob,  Mo.  The  quartermaster's  department  will 
furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

******  « 

By  order  of  Col.  E.  C'.  Catherwood : 

C.  G.  LAUEANT, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-Oen'iral. 


Cape  Girardeau,  January  10,  1865 — 10  p.  m. 
Maj.  H.  Hannahs, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- OeneraJ : 
The  major-general  commanding  having  directed  me  to  collect  what 
information  1  could  concerning  rebel  forces  in  Nortbern  Arkansas,  1 
have  the  honor  to  report  that  Colonel  Phelps,  Second  Arkansas  Cav- 
alry, arrived  with  his  command  at  this  post  today.  He  came  through 
Powhatan,  Pocahontas,  and  Poplar  Bluff.  He  found  no  enemy  in  force. 
He  ascertained  Bowles  had  60  men,  Bolin  200;  that  there  were  parts 
of  three  brigades  scattered  through  Northern  Arkansas — Freeman's, 
Dobbin's,  and  McCray's — the  whole  under  the  commaiid  of  Pagan,  with 
headquarters  at  Colona,  thirty  miles  from  Jacksouport.  He  learned 
that  they  were  ordered  to  (joncentrate  on  Crowley's  Eidge  the  1st  of 
this  mouth.  But  300  reported.  He  thinks  that  their  commanders  will 
not  be  able  to  get  them  together  again.  He  killed  in  skirmishes  10 
men  and  captured  22.  He  found  forage  plenty.  He  met  my  expedi 
tion  going  to  Cherokee  Bay.  He  came  near  capturing  Eeves.  He 
killed  one  captain  that  was  with  him;  captured  his  quartermaster. 
Keves  escaped,  half  dressed,  by  getting  into  the  swam])  and  swimming 
Black  Eiver. 

J.  B.  EOGEES, 

Colonel. 


Headquarters  District  of  Central  Missouri, 

Warrenshurg,  January  10,  1865. 

Maj.  J.  W.  Barnes, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Department  of  the  Missouri: 

MA.IOR:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  con- 
dition of  affairs  in  this  district:  Saline  County  has  been  remarkably 
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quiet  since  the  return  from  there  of  the  large  scout  sent  the  latter 
part  of  December.  No  troubles  of  any  sort  have  been  heard  of.  I 
shall  send  two  squadrons  to  that  county,  to  take  station  on  the  river, 
to  break  up,  if  possible,  the  connection  between  the  south  and  north 
side  of  the  river,  and  destroy  the  haunts  of  thieves  and  marauders  iu 
the  bend  of  the  river  below  Miami.  I  am  also  making  eflort  to  organ- 
ize in  that  county  provisional  companies,  and  to  this  end  have  intrusted 
the  matter  to  Gol.  A^'.  A.  Wilson  and  l)r.  G.  O.  Hardiman,  two  of  the 
best  and  truest  Union  men  in  the  county.  But  the  difficulty  in  the 
way  of  accomplishing  much  good  in  this  way  in  Saline  is  that  there 
are  so  few  really  reliable  Union  men  in  those  i)arts  of  the  county  most 
needing  protection,  and  the  further  fact  of  the  Union  men  being  so 
scattered  over  the  country.  1  have  offered  them  all  possible  protec- 
tion and  aid  while  their  efforts  for  organization  are  being  made.  In 
Jackson  County  there  has  recently  been  some  trouble.  A  small  party 
of  bushwhackers,  it  seems,  have  been  loitering  iu  the  vicinity  of  Hick- 
man Mills  and  recently  killed  a  Mr.  Johnson,  an  old  esteemed  citizen 
and  loyalist.  This  occurrence  was  the  first  intimation  given  these 
headquarters  of  the  existence  of  these  outlaws,  notwithstanding  two 
companies  of  cavalry  were  at  Pleasant  Hill  and  one  at  Independence, 
both  bearing  on  this  point.  1  have  relieved  the  officer  in  command  at 
Pleasant  Hill  and  sent  a  live  man  there,  and  have  ordered  a  squadron 
to  the  seat  of  this  trouble.  The  Pacific  Eailroad  Company  have 
resumed  work  on  the  road  at  the  crossing  of  the  Little  Blue,  and  ask 
for  a  guard  to  give  security  and  protection  to  the  laborers  and  prop- 
erty. The  demand  on  my  limited  cavalry  is  too  gieat.  i  would  respect- 
fully suggest  that  as  I  have  sent  one  squadron  to  Colonel  Harding, 
Kansas  City,  that  he  might  send  an  infantry  guard  to  the  Little  Blue 
for  the  benefit  of  the  railroad.  They  would  be  as  efficient  for  that 
purpose  as  cavalry,  and  give  me  the  latter  to  scout  with,  &c.  Besides, 
to  answer  to  this  demand  wonld  take  my  horses  out  of  their  stables 
and  put  them  out  doors.  But  the  road  must  be  protected,  and  if  the 
infantry  can't  go  I  will  send  the  cavalry.  I  have  given  special  atten- 
tion to  having  comfortable  quarters  for  troops  and  stables  for  public 
horses  erected.  At  this  place  we  have  a  splendid  camp,  some  100  huts, 
well  built  and  arranged,  and  good  stables  for  1,000  horses.  Such  huts 
have  been  built  at  all  the  posts  and  stations  in  the  district  and  with 
very  little  cost  to  the  Government.  In  obedience  to  orders  from  your 
headquarters  I  issued  the  necessary  orders  and  instructions  for  the 
construction  of  blockhouses  and  stockades.  This  work  is  under  the 
su])erintendenceof  Maj.  Douglas  Dale,  Fourth  Cavalry  Missouri  State 
Militia,  and  is  being  prosecuted  with  commendable  zeal  under  all  the 
circumstances.  At  the  Osage  bridge  two  block-houses,  one  on  either 
side  of  the  river,  are  being  built.  At  Jefferson  City  nothing  is  to  be 
done.  That  town  was  so  thoroughly  fortified,  &c.,  when  threatened 
last  fall  as  to  render  any  other  defensive  works  unnecessary.  At  La 
Mine  bridge,  Pacific  Kailroad,  a  block-house  is  being  built;  at  Seda- 
lia,  a  block-house  and  stockade;  at  Marshall,  a  stockade.  Lexington 
already  has  a  fort.  Kansas  City  is  left  to  Colonel  Harding.  The  sit- 
uation of  this  town  is  so  peculiar  as  not  to  render  it  susceptible  of 
defense  by  a  stockade.  One  or  two  block-houses  will  be  built,  at  least 
to  protect  public  square  and  principal  business  houses.  Touching  the 
organization  of  local  companies,  1  would  inquire  whether  or  not  the 
major-general  commanding  has  any  special  plan  for  the  organization 
of  this  force?  Under  General  Orders,  Nos.  12  and  19,  from  these 
headcjuarters,  series  of  1864,  the  citizens  of  this  district  were  organ- 
ized, and  many  of  these  citizen  guard  companies  are  yet  in  existence 
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and  have  done  well.  General  Orders,  No.  192,  from  department  head- 
quarters, series  of  1864,  would  seem  to  direct  that  these  citizen  guard 
and  all  local  organizations  conform,  in  their  organization,  to  the  pro- 
visions of  General  Orders,  No.  107,  of  same  series.  1  am,  therefore, 
maturing  a  plan  of  organization  for  local  forces  in  conformity  to  these 
orders  from  department  headquarters.  Any  suggestion  or  direction 
from  the  major-general  commanding  to  aid  me  in  this  matter  will  be 
appreciated.  In  compliance  with  letter  of  instructious  from  the  major- 
general  commanding,  I  issued  the  necessary  instructions  to  command- 
ing oflcers  and  provost-marshals  for  taking  lists  and  making  rolls  of 
the  various  classes  of  disloyal  citizens.  Under  orders  and  instructions 
of  a  i)rior  date,  issued  by  Major-General  Kosecrans,  the  provost-mar- 
shal's department  had  been  quite  busy  in  collecting  names,  &c.,  of  all 
those  captured  and  paroled  by  the  enemy  during  the  late  raid,  and  all 
the  facts  and  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  in  getting  tLe  names,  &c., 
of  those  who  had  recently  joined  the  army,  or  had  returned,  &c.  These 
rolls  were  about  being  completed  wheu  the  roll  required  by  the  major- 
general  commanding  was  ordered.  All  ett'ort  is  now  directed  to  this 
classification  and  is  being  pressed  as  energetically  as  possible.  It  will 
require  much  labor  and  time  to  prepare  the  rolls,  and  I  trust  much 
patience  will  be  exercised  toward  us,  as  we  shall  hasten  them  all  we 
can.  The  returned  conscripts  from  Price's  army  are  being  arrested 
and  sent  to  district  provost-marshal  for  thorough  examination  and  dis- 
posal. This  number  is  not  as  large  as  I  had  supposed,  and  very  few 
of  these  but  what  would  adhere  to  the  rebels  if  in  the  ascendant.  The 
great  destitution  prevailing  among  the  families  of  soldiers  and  loyal 
refugees  has  been  a  matter  of  much  concern  to  me  of  late.  Tlie  great 
indifference  of  municipal  authorities  and  neighborhoods  to  the  wants 
of  the  poor  in  their  midst,  and  the  swiftness  with  which  they  referred 
the  cases  of  the  needy  to  these  headquarters  for  the  charity  of  the 
Government,  induced  me  to  address  a  circular  to  the  people,  urging 
them  to  organize  in  every  town,  city,  and  neighborhood  relief  associa- 
tions for  the  care,  &c.,  of  the  poor.  It  is  receiving  a  gratifying  response. 
Since  the  issue  of  the  circular  I  have  received  General  Orders,  No. 
238,  series  1864,  from  your  headquarters,  which  I  assure  you  is  as  well 
timed  as  it  is  fitly  si)oken.  The  general  aspect  of  affairs  in  the  dis- 
trict is  bright  and  cheering.  A  growing  disposition  among  the  people 
is  discernible  to  second  radical  measures  for  the  suppression  of  our 
troubles,  and  an  entire  yielding  up  of  sympathizers  and  an  acqui- 
escence in  such  terms  as  the  authorities  may  impose  are  among  the 
things  that  give  promise  of  better  days. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  F.  PHILIPS, 
Colonel  Seventh  Cavalry  Missouri  State  Militia,  Gomdg.  District. 


Heai>quartees  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  January  10,  1865. 
Colonel  Philips, 

Warrensburg,  3Io. : 

I  want  troops  to  keep  on  the  move  through  La  Fayette,  Saline,  and 

Cooper  Counties.    Now  is  our  time  to  catch  the  stragglers  from  the 

guerrilla  bands  and  break  up  their  haunts.   Unless  this  is  done,  as  soon 

as  leaves  come  they  will  give  us  great  trouble.    By  giving  them  no  rest 

many  will  leave  the  State. 

'  G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major- General,. 


478  LOUISIANA   AND    THE    TRANS-MISSISSIPPI.  [Chap.LX. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  January  10, 1865 — 12.20  p.  m. 
Colonel  Philips, 

Warrensburg,  Mo,  : 
Colonel  Harding  lias  been  ordered  to  report  to  you  hereafter,  except 
trimontlily  report  of  bis  regiment  will  be  sent  to  General  Fisk,  part 
of  the  regiment  being  in  that  district.  You  will  place  him  in  command 
of  that  sub-district  and  give  him  control  of  the  troops  in  it;  also  fur- 
nish him  troops  enough  so  that  he  can  keep  a  company  at  crossing  of 
Little  Blue. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-General. 


Warrensburg,  January  10, 1865. 
Major-General  Dodge, 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 
Dispatch  directing  movement  of  troops  through  La  Fayette,  Saline, 
and  Cooper  received   and  will  be  complied  with.      Have  one  now 


oraranized  for  Saline. 


JNO.  F.  PHILIPS, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Central  Missouri, 

No.  1.  )  Warrensburg,  Mo.,  January  10,  1865. 

I.  The  sub-districts  of  Central  Missouri  as  heretofore  existing  are 
hereby  discontinued  and  the  district  is  resub-districted  as  follows: 

II.  First.  The  First  Sub-District  will  be  composed  of  that  portion  of 
tbe  district  of  Central  Missouri  east  of  the  counties  of  Saline,  Pettis, 
and  Benton,  headquarters  at  Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  Lieut.  Col.  T.  A. 
Switzler,  Sixth  Cavalry  Missouri  Volunteers,  commanding. 

Second.  The  Second  Sub-District  will  comprise  the  counties  of  Saline, 
Pettis,  and  all  that  portion  of  Benton  County  north  of  the  Osage  Kiver, 
headquarters  at  Sedalia,  Mo.,  Maj.  George  W.  Kelly,  Fourth  Cavalry 
Missouri  State  Militia,  commanding. 

Third.  The  Tliird  Sub-District  will  comprise  tbe  counties  of  La 
Fayette,  Johnson,  Henry,  and  that  portion  of  Saint  Clair  north  of  the 
Osage  Eiver,  headquarters  at  Warrensburg,  Mo., ,  commanding. 

Fourth.  The  Fourth  Sub-District  will  comprise  the  counties  of  Jack- 
son, Cass,  Bates,  and  that  portion  of  Vernon  County  north  of  the  Osage 
Kiver,  headquarters  at  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Col.  Chester  Harding,  Forty- 
third  Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry,  commanding. 

III.  Commanding  officers  of  sub-districts  will  not  change  the  stations 
of  troops  in  their  commands  without  permission  from  these  headquar- 
ters. The  troops  must  be  kept  concentrated  as  far  as  possible,  and  no 
matter  at  how  secure  a  place  stationed,  they  must  at  all  times  keep  out 
pickets.  Thorough  discipline  and  regular  drills  among  both  officei's 
and  men  are  enjoined,  and  sub-district  commanders  will  beheld  respon- 
sible for  the  enforcement  of  these  requirements. 

IV.  All  communications,  reports,  and  returns  made  by  subordinate 
officers  to  these  headquarters  will  be  transmitted  through  their  respect- 
ive sub-district  headquarters.    ■ 

V.  The  following-named  officers  are  hereby  announced  as  composing 
the  district  staff,  and  in  order  to  facilitate  the  transaction  of  business 
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at  these  lieadquarters  all  communications  relating  to  subjects  that 
would  properly  come  under  the  direction  of  the  chief  of  a  department 
■will  be  addressed  accordingly,  to  wit:  Capt.  A.  E.Conkbn,  acting  assist- 
ant adjutant-general  and  district  judge-advocate;  Lieut.  Edward  F, 
Ward,  aide-de-camp:  Capt.  Theodore  S.  Case,  chief  quartermaster; 
Maj.  J.  E.  Moore,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence;  Capt.  Benjamin 
H.  Wilson,  chief  of  ordnance;  Maj.  Henry  Neill,  chief  of  cavalry;  Capt. 
Charles  H.  Thurber,  district  inspector;  Capt.  E.  L.  Ferguson,  district 
provost-marshal;  Lieut.  E.  P.  Bigelow,  assistant  commissary  of  mus- 
ters; Lieut.  Harlan  P.  Dow,  acting  depot  ordnance  officer;  Maj.  E.  1'. 
Eichardson,  medical  director;  Chaplain  Eobert  A. Foster,  superintend- 
ent of  refugees. 

By  order  of  Col.  John  P.  Philips,  commanding: 

A.  E.  CONKLTK, 
Captain  and  AcUntj  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Central  Missouri, 

Wa.rrensburg,  Mo.,  January  10,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  T.  A.  Switzler, 

Commanding  First  Suh-Bistrict,  Jefferson  City,  Mo.  : 
Sir  :  The  following  instructions  are  submitted  for  your  guidance  and 
observance  in  the  administration  of  affairs  in  your  jurisdiction.  It  i^ 
of  the  utmost  importance  that  during  the  winter  and  spring  guerrillas, 
robbers,  and  murderers  should  be  destroyed  or  driven  off.  You  will  be 
active  in  your  operations  against  them,  and  keep  the  district  comman- 
der fully  advised.  Local  organizations  can  be  rendered  useful  in  this 
work.  You  will  therefore  encourage,  to  the  utmost  of  your  jiower  and 
influence,  the  formation  of  local  provisional  companies  composed  of  men 
of  undoubted  loyalty,  who,  if  they  will,  can  protect  their  counties  and 
give  the  use  of  our  regular  troops  to  guard  lines  of  communication 
and  to  be  used  against  the  enemy  proper.  A  general  and  authorized 
plan  for  the  organization  of  these  local  companies  will  be  prejiared  and 
promulgated  at  an  early  day.  When  these  companies  are  organized 
impress  upon  them  the  importance  of  erecting  block-houses  or  stock- 
ades at  their  stations  and  rallying  points.  Whenever  former  known 
rebels  and  rebel  sympathizers  show  an  lionest  disposition  to  become 
loyal  and  law-abiding  citizens,  and  are  of  such  character  and  reputation 
that  they  can  be  relied  upon,  every  encouragement  should  be  given 
them.  Accept  not,  however,  mere  lip  service  for  loyalty;  judge  them 
by  their  acts.  Willingness  to  organize  themselves  under  oflicers  of 
approved  and  undoubted  loyalty  for  the  defense  of  life,  property.  State 
and  county,  against  the  common  enemy — bushwhackers,  guerrillas,  and 
thieves — is  the  best  evidence  of  loyalty.  Guard  vigilantly  against  those 
who  may  offer  to  join  these  organizations  for  mere  protection  and  show, 
and  who  will  falter  if  not  betray  when  thehour  of  danger  and  trial  comes. 
To  all  such  show  no  mercy.  An  enemy  in  disguise  is  more  dangerous 
than  one  open  and  avowed.  The  great  tendency  of  troops  stationed  near 
towns  to  loaf  and  lounge  about  the  streets,  hotels  and  saloons,  depots 
and  stores,  must  be  stopped.  Equally  pernicious  is  the  evil  of  ])ermit- 
ting  escorts,  scouts,  and  foraging  parties  to  go  out  without  their  rations 
and  blankets  and  to  enter  private  houses  for  subsistence  or  quarters. 
This  will  at  once  be  corrected.  Pillaging  and  unauthorized  foraging 
will  not  be  tolerated,  and  all  stock,  forage,  and  subsistence  taken  from 
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loyal  people  must  be  fully  accounted  for  according  to  existing  regula- 
tions. Troops  must  also  be  continually  instructed  that  any  depredations 
committed,  foraging,  &c.,  no  matter  on  wbom  committed,  except  by  com- 
mand of  a  competent  oflBcer,  are  illegal,  and  ofticers  will  be  held  strictly 
responsible  for  the  acts  of  their  men.  It  is  a  high  duty  of  officers  and 
men  to  pay  proper  respect  to  civil  law,  not  to  interfere  in  its  execution, 
and  when  necessary  to  aid  in  upholding  and  enforcing  it.  You  will 
make  tri-monthly  reports  to  these  headquarters  of  the  operations  of  the 
troops  in  your  command  and  all  matters  of  military  importance.  This 
letter  of  instructions  must  be  regarded  as  strictly  private. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  F.  PHILIPS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  District. 


Kansas  City,  January  10, 1865 — 2  p.  m. 
Major-General  Dodge: 

The  persons  who  killed  Johnson  were  bushwhackers.  My  men  are 
hunting  them  up.  You  will  hear  complaints  against  me  in  this  and 
other  cases  for  undue  severity.  I  shall  try  to  rid  Jackson  County  of 
rebels,  and  in  doing  so  shall  burn  their  nests  whenever  necessary. 

CHESTER  HARDING,  Je., 
<  Colonel  Forty-third  Missouri  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  January  1&,  1865. 
Col.  Chester  Harding, 

Kansas  City: 
I  have  heard  no  complaints.  I  desire  to  have  troops  kept  active  dur- 
ing the  winter  to  hunt  out  these  bushwhackers;  now  is  our  time;  but 
the  posts  that  it  is  necessary  to  hold  should  be  kept,  the  fewer  the 
better.  A  force  at  Little  Blue,  to  scout  in  that  country,  would,  in  my 
judgment,  be  a  good  point.  It  would  at  the  same  time  give  protection  to 
railroad  men.  1  suppose  you  can  direct  all  these  movements  as  well  at 
your  headquarters  as  to  take  the  field  yourself;  probably  better,  as  you 
could  keep  all  at  Avork  in  your  sub-district.  As  you  will  now  have  sev- 
eral mounted  companies  as  well  as  your  infantry,  I  desire  to  be  kept 
posted  direct  of  all  important  scouts,  &c.  The  main  thing  is  not  to  allow 
these  outlaws  any  rest  during  the  winter.  We  have  got  the  advantage 
now.    When  leaves  come  they  will  have  it. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-Oeneral. 

Kansas  City,  January  lO,  1865—2.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  Dodge: 

Do  you  wish  me  to  take  the  field  with  what  men  I  have,  or  garrison 
posts  near  here? 

CHESTER  HARDING,  Jr., 
Colonel  Forty-third  Missouri  Volunteers. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  January  10,  1865, 
Col.  Chester  Harding, 

Kansas  City: 
Eeport  hereafter  to  (3olonel  Philips,  commanding  District  of  Central 
Missouri.  Part  of  your  regiment  being  in  General  Fisk's  district,  tri- 
moiithly  reports  will  be  sent  to  him,  but  all  other  papers  through  Col- 
onel Philips.  Colonel  Philips  will  be  instructed  to  give  you  command 
of  the  sub-district  you  are  in,  in  order  that  you  can  control  the  troops. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-General, 

Kansas  City,  January  10, 1865 — 3.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  Dodge: 

Your  instructions  settle  all  points  of  doubt.     Will  endeavor  to  use 
my  force  to  best  advantage. 

CHESTER  HARDING,  Jr., 
Colonel  Forty-third  Missouri   Volunteers. 


Headquarters  District  of  Central  Missouri, 

Warrensburg,  January  10, 1865. 
Col.  Chester  Harding, 

Kansas  City : 
Your  dispatch  received.  Orders,  &c.,  will  be  sent  in  a  few  days. 
Your  district  embraces  Jackson,  Cass,  Bates,  and  northern  part  of 
Vernon.  I  have  one  company  of  cavalry  at  Independence,  two  at 
Pleasant  Hill,  one  of  which  I  had  ordered  to  Hickman  Mills.  One 
company  already  with  you. 

JNO.  F.  PHILIPS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  District. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

January  10,  1865 — 13  m. 
Brigadier-General  FisK, 

Macon,  Mo.  : 
In  order  to  give  Colonel  Harding  the  sub-district  at  Kansas  City,  he 
has  been  ordered  to  report  to  the  commanding  officer  of  District  of 
Central  Missouri.    His  tri-monthly  report  of  his  own  regiment  will  be 
sent  to  you,  as  part  of  his  regiment  is  in  youi'  district. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major- Oeneral. 


Macon,  Mo.,  January  10,  1865 — 12,10  p.  m. 
Major-General  Dodge: 

I  have  a  telegram  from  Jefferson  City  requesting  my  presence  at  the 
capital  a  day  or  two  to  confer  with  military  committee.  With  your 
approval  I  will  go  for  one  day,  leaving  here  to-morrow. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General,. 
31  K  R— VOL  XLVIII,  PT  I 
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Macon,  January  10,  1865 — 12.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  Dodge, 

Saint  Louis : 

Captain  Denuy^s  Roanoke  militia  attacked  Bill  Jackson's  guerrillas 
six  miles  north  of  Glasgow  this  morning  at  4  o'clock,  and  killed  one  of 
the  villains  and  one  horse.  Our  troops  are  in  pursuit  of  the  band,  with 
orders  not  to  stop  day  or  night  until  they  kill  the  entire  party  of 
bushwhackers. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  District  op  North  Missouri, 

No.  6.  )  Macon,  Mo.,  January  10,  1865. 

•  *  *  «  #  «  * 

II.  Company  D,  Ninth  Cavalry  Missouri  State  Militia,  will  proceed 
at  once  under  command  of  the  first  sergeant  to  Columbia,  Mo.,  report- 
ing upon  arrival  to»Captain  Colbert,  commanding  post,  for  duty. 

III.  Company  E,  Ninth  Cavalry  Missouri  State  Militia,  will  proceed 
without  delay  to  Hannibal,  Mo.,  reporting  for  duty  to  Col.  J.  T.  K,  Hay- 
ward,  commanding  Sub-District  of  Hannibal,  Mo. 

IV.  Ma-j.  Samuel  A.  Garth,  Ninth  Cavalry  Missouri  State  Militia,  is 
hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Sub-District  of  Howard,  head- 
quarters Glasgow,  relieving  Maj.  Eeeves  Leonard,  of  the  same  regi- 
ment. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  B.  Fisk: 

W.  T.  CLARKE, 
First  Lieutenant,  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  District  of  North  Missouri, 

Macon,  Mo.,  January  10,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Douglass, 

•  Columbia,  Mo.  : 
General:  Yours  of  the  6th  is  received.  I  have  ordered  that  Dr. 
H.  E.  C.  Cowden,  of  Rocheport,  and  his  family  remove  out  of  the  State  of 
Missouri  and  beyond  the  State  of  Indiana  on  or  betbre  the  1st  day  of 
February  next;  and  I  think  I  will  banish  every  man  and  woman  who 
comes  by  letter,  petition,  or  person  pleading  in  behalf  of  bushwhack 
feeder  and. drinker  Cowden.  Captain  Cook,  now  at  Rocheport,  will  be 
charged  with  the  execution  of  the  order.  Cowden  shall  go  unless  my 
star  is  eclipsed.  I  am  surprised  at  the  great  delay  in  the  completion 
of  your  home  organization.  Certainly  you  are  not  going  to  let  the 
enterprise  fall  through,  are  you  ?  Arms  will  be  furnished  whenever 
you  want  them.  You  very  well  know  that  I  have  not  the  force  suffi- 
cient to  station  troops  at  every  county  town.  I  have  less  than  2  500 
in  the  entire  district,  less  than  500  mounted,  and  most  of  them  poorly 
mounted  at  that.  Missouri  will  have  to  provide  for  herself.  Counties 
must  raise,  mount,  and  pay  their  own  troops.  I  am  going  to  Jefferson 
City  to  urge  some  such  plan,  and  will  thank  you  for  any  suggestion 
you  may  have  to  make.  It  comes  with  an  ill  grace  from  Boone  County 
citizens  to  complain  of  want  of  protection,  when  I  can  give  you  many 
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petitions  from  my  files  praying  for  the  removal  of  all  troops  from  Boone 
County.  Quiet  would  prevail  if  the  Ninth  Cavalry  could  only  be 
removed  from  the  county  entirely.  You  have  but  to  make  the  recom- 
mendation, and  permits  for  arms  and  ammunition  will  be  granted  every 
individual  you  commend.  I  believe  that  all  men  should  be  armed  who 
remain  in  the  county,  and  any  man  not  worthy  of  such  confidence 
ought  to  be  killed.  He  is  not  tit  to  live  anywhere.  I  am  aware  that 
Kussell  should  not  be  troubled.  I  will  block  his  wheels  at  department 
and  provost-marshal  headquarters.  I  have  no  confidence  in  such  shy- 
sters. Post  me  about  your  local  organizations. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Macon,  January  10, 1865 
Capt.  T.  B.  Eeed, 

Glasgoio: 
Four  o'clock  in  the  morning  looks  like  business.    Put  the  villains 
through.    Tell  Lieutenant  Gannon  not  to  stop  day  or  night  until  he 
musters  out  Bill  [Jim?]  Jackson's  baud.    Command  your  troops  to  the 
greatest  activity. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General, 


Headquarters  District  of  North  Missouri, 

Macon^  Mo.,  January  10, 1865. 
Capt.  Thomas^B.  Keed, 

Glasgow,  Mo. : 
Captain  :  I  have  perused  with  much  interest  the  remarkable  statement 
made  by  Fanny  Duff.  I  suppose  she  would  as  soon  lie  as  tell  the  truth. 
Her  story  reads  like  the  truth.  You  will  push  your  men  to  the  greatest 
activity  in  cleaning  out  these  villains.  Scout  at  night,  and  return  to 
the  same  places  which  you  may  have  passed  before  morning.  Dig  out 
and  kill  the  murdering  vagabonds.  Give  every  citizen,  man  or  woman, 
to  understand  that  their  whole  duty  will  be  required  of  them.  Burn 
out  completely  every  man  that  harbors,  feeds,  or  conceals  bushwhackers. 
Make  your  presence  felt  through  the  sub-district.  I  am  told  there  is  a 
great  laxity  of  discipline  among  the  troops  at  Fayette;  correct  it  at 
once.  Shut  every  grogshop  in  the  three  counties.  Let  no  dram  sell- 
ing be  permitted  by  anybody  without  permission  from  me.  Eeport 
progress. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier- General, 


Saint  Joseph,  January  10,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  FiSK: 

Have  forty  men  in  Holt  County,  including  secret  spies  and  scouts. 

Affairs  in  very  bad  condition.     Expect  to  go  through  that  section  some 

time  next  week  myself.    Am  starting  to  build  a  stockade  here  this 

week.    Material  very  scarce.    Eumors  of  bushwhackers  in  lower  part 

of  this  county. 

JOHN  PINGBE, 

Xjieutenant-Colonelj  Commanding  Sub-District, 
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Macon,  January  10,  1865. 
Colonel  PiNGER, 

Saint  Joseph: 

Yon  must  take  bold  of  the  Holt  County  troubles  without  delay.    The 
civil  authorities  must  co-operate. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Sub-District  of  Chillicothb, 

Ckillicothe,  Mo.,  January  10,  1865. 

General  Clinton  B.  Fisk, 

Macon,  Mo.: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  return  herewith  the  report  of  Major 
Deagle  of  the  surrender  of  CarroUton,  with  the  testimony  of  the  finding 
and  identification  of  the  bodies  of  the  six  men  killed,  as  referred  to  in 
the  report.  In  connection  with  the  return  of  this  report  I  respectfully 
ask  that  the  following  action  be  taken  in  respect  to  the  Enrolled  Mis- 
souri Militia  of  Carroll,  who  are  encumbered  by  the  parole  of  the  enemy : 
First,  that  an  order  be  made  either  that  the  parole  is  illegal  and  void 
or  that  they  have  been  exchanged,  as  the  facts  of  the  case  warrant; 
and,  second,  that  MajorDeagleberelievedfrom  active  service.  I  would 
also  ask  tbat  the  company  of  Carroll  County  Provisional  Militia,  under 
the  command  of  Capt.  Daniel  Hoover,  except  the  captain  and  fifty  ot 
his  men,  be  relieved  from  active  service.  Many  of  this  company  are 
aged  men  who  went  into  the  service  in  the  emergency  at  my  solicitation, 
and  were  promised  to  be  relieved  in  sixty  days,  which  have  expired. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully ,^our  obedient 
servant, 

J.  H.  SHANKLIN, 

Colonel,  (Jommanamy. 


Headquarters  District  of  North  Missouri, 

Macon,  Mo.,  January  10,  1865. 
Col.  W.  M.  Albin, 

Saint  Joseph,  Mo.  ; 

Dear  Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  valued  favor  of  the  5th  instant 
and  perused  it  with  interest.  Military  law,  I  fear,  will  have  to  be 
supreme  in  Missouri  for  a  long  time  to  come.  We  cannot  yet  permit  its 
removal  and  feel  safe.  As  to  the  removal  of  my  headquarters  to  Saint 
Joseph,  I  assure  you  it  would  personally  be  pleasant.  It  is  quite  to  one 
side,  however,  for  so  large  a  district.  I  shall  at  once  make  it  a  subject 
of  correspondence  with  my  department  commander.  Changes  may  be 
made  tbat  will  make  Saint  Joseph  central  to  a  district.  Your  city  beino- 
the  second  in  importance  in  the  State  should  have  a  first-class  military 
headquarters  there  located  during  the  war.  I  will  place  the  fact  before 
General  Dodge  at  once. 

Thanking  you  for  many  kind  words,  I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect 
your  obedient  servant,  ' 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Headquarters  District  of  North  Missouri, 

Macon,  Mo.,  January  10.  1805. 
Maj.  Samuel  A.  Garth, 

Commanding  Sub-District  of  Howard,  Glasgow,  Mo.  : 
Major:  You  have  this  day  been  assigned  to  the  command  of  tlie 
Sub-District  of  Howard,  constituted  of  tlie  counties  of  Chariton,  Ean- 
dolph,  and  Howard,  headquarters  at  Glasgow.  The  command  is  the 
most  important  subordinate  command  in  the  Department  of  the  Mis- 
souri, and  will  require  on  the  part  of  yourself  and  troops  great  activity 
and  determiuatiou.  Jackson  and  his  desperadoes  travel  over  the 
entire  sub-district.  Murders  are  frequent,  and  a  general  feeling  of  inse- 
curity" pervades  the  people.  We  must  during  the  winter  and  spring 
kill  these  disturbers  of  the  peace,  and  in  your  sub-district  I  trust  the 
work  will  begin  at  once  and  continue  until  the  last  imp  expires.  Uphold 
loyalty,  discourage  treason  in  all  i)0.ssible  ways;  make  it  safe  for  a 
Union  man  to  abide  anywhere  within  the  limits  of  your  command; 
maintain  the  best  of  discipline  in  all  your  command.  Permit  no  loaf- 
ing and  lounging  around  hotels,  stores,  depots,  and  saloons;  prohibit 
the  sale  of  liquors  in  your  sub-district,  and  punish  every  offender  by 
the  total  destruction  of  his  liquors  and  a  fine  of  $25.  Unauthorized 
depredations  and  pillaging  will  not  be  tolerated,  and  all  stock,  forage, 
and  subsistence  taken  from  loyal  people  must  be  fully  accounted  for,  as 
prescribed  in  existing  orders  and  regulations.  Your  troops  must  be 
advised  that  any  depredations  committed  foraging — and  no  matter 
upon  whom  committed,  except  by  command  of  a  competent  officer — 
are  illegal,  and  officers  will  be  held  strictly  responsible  for  the  acts  of 
their  men.  And  it  is  the  duty  of  all  officers  and  soldiers  to  pay  proper 
respect  to  civil  law,  not  to  interfere  with  its  executives  and,  when  nec- 
essary, to  aid  in  upholding  it.  You  will  make  a  tri-monthly  report  to 
these  headquarters  of  the  operations  of  the  troops  in  your  sub-district, 
embracing  lights,  scouts,  &c.,  giving  the  localities  where  your  troops 
have  operated  and  the  uumber  of  miles  traveled.  Move  your  forces 
through  suspected  localities  quietly  at  night  and  back  again  over  the 
same  ground  before  daylight.  Hesitate  not  to  burn  down  every  house 
where  it  can  be  demonstrated  that  the  occupants  harbor  and  conceal 
the  murdering  fiends.  Do  it  by  an  order  and  destroy  everything  on 
the  premises.  Deal  summarily  with  the  parties  who  harbor  and  conceal. 
They  are  equally  guilty  with  the  bushwhacker  and  must  share  his  fate. 
I  shall  hope  to  receive  a  good  report  from  the  Sub-District  of  Howard, 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Lexington,  Mo.,  January  10,  1865. 
Col.  James  McFerran, 

Commanding  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  yesterday  a  small 
detachment  of  my  company,  under  command  of  Corporal  Lauchner, 
rau  onto  two  bushwhackers  on  the  Sni,  about  seven  miles  southwest  of 
Lexington.  One  of  them  was  the  notorious  Mart  Rider.  They  cap- 
tured both  of  their  horses,  and  supposed  wounded  Rider,  as  his  over- 
coat, which  he  threw  in  running  tlirough  the  brush,  had  a  bullet  hole 
in  it.    The  horses  are  both  badly  wounded. 

A^'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  MEREDITH, 
Captain,  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Comdg.  Station. 
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Headquaetees  Depaetment  of  Kansas, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  January  10, 1865. 
Col.  J.  H.  FOEI),  ■ 

Commanding  District  of  Upper  Arkansas  : 
Colonel  :  You  will  see  by  the  newspapers  the  Indians  have  moved 
against  the  posts  on  the  Platte  and  been  repulsed.  I  am  informed  that 
the  Indians  moved  south.  No  doubt  they  are  between  tlie  Platte  and 
Arkansas  in  large  numbers.  I  have  sent  the  Eleventh  Kansas  for- 
ward to  Kiley,  and  hope  you  will  get  everything  ready  for  field  oper- 
ations at  an  early  period.  Meantime  have  all  the  posts  notified  to  keep 
themselves  in  readiness  to  resist  an  Indian  assault,  as  the  hordesdriven 
from  the  Platte  may  return  toward  the  Arkansas.  I  note  what  you 
say  in  your  letter  of  the  3d  as  to  a  post  near  Lake  Sibley.  This  can- 
not be  done  at  present,  as  I  want  the  troops  held  at  the  jjresent  posts 
ready  for  the  field  when  fully  equipped.  I  hope,  too,  you  will  not  be 
long  absent  from  your  headquarters,  Avhen  I  want  you  to  give  direc- 
tions to  preparing  matters  for  every  probable  necessity.  Have  troops 
inspected  and  see  that  everything  is  ready.  Horses  must  be  shod,  and 
extra  shoes  in  pockets;  also  men  must  be  in  good  trim,  guns  in  good 
order,  and  ])lenty  of  ammunition.  Artillery  for  field  service  must  also 
be  examined,  and  especially  as  to  horses,  harness,  and  ammunition. 
Keep  scouts  in  the  field,  but  do  not  send  out  needless  expeditions  to 
break  down  our  stock,  which  I  hope  to  have  ready  for  a  larger  and 
more  thorough  operation  against  the  foe.  Let  me  know  everything  that 
is  going  on. 

Truly,  yours, 

S.  E.  CURTIS, 
Major-  General. 


Headqtjaeters  Department  of  Kansas, 

Fort  Leavemcorth,  January  10,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Mitchell,  Fort  Kearny: 

I  would  not  take  troops  far  from  Overland  route.  Weather  too  bad, 
and  Indians  probably  gone  too  far.  Am  trying  to  get  more  troops  for 
stronger  movements. 

S.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 

Headquaetees  Depaetment  of  Kansas, 

Fort  Leavemcorth,  January  10,  1865. 
troveruor  John  Evans,  Chicago: 

No  response  from  War  Department.  Our  troops  repulsed  Indians 
from  Julesburg  and  drove  them  south.  We  lost  15;  Indians  lost  35 
killed.  Am  apprehensive  of  more  trouble,  but  will  urge  forward  force 
:and  do  the  best  I  can. 

S.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-  General. 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  ll,  1865—3.07  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Geant,  City  Point,  Va.: 

Senator  Pomeroy  and  the  agent  of  the  Overland  Mail  Route  have 
just  requested  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  inadequate  protection 
given  by  General  Curtis  against  Indians,  and  also  to  the  project  sub- 
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initted  by  General  Connor.  General  Ganby  telegraphs  that  a  steam- 
ship was  sent  to  Mobile  on  the  16th  ultimo  tor  the  cotton,  and  that  the 
delay  has  resulted  from  the  neglect  of  the  rebel  authorities  to  furnish 
the  cotton.  The  expense  of  demurrage  is  very  heavy,  and  General 
Granger  proposes  to  send  the  steamship  back  without  the  cotton  unless 
it  is  delivered  very  soon.    Perhaps  Mr.  Ould  should  be  notified  of  this. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Special  Orders,  )     War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General!s  Office, 

N'o.  17.  I  Washington,  January  11, 1865. 

22.  The  telegraphic  order  of  the  7th  instant  from  this  office  direct- 
ing Brig.  (leu.  A.  L.  Lee,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  to  at  once  repair  to  +his 
city  and  report  in  person  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army  is 
hereby  confirmed. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

No.  11.  )  lieic  Orleans,  La.,  January  11,  1865. 

1.  Maj.  Frank  W.  Marston,  Signal  Corjjs,  U.  S.  Army,  is  hereby 
relieved  from  duty  as  chief  signal  officer  of  this  division  and  will  turn 
over  all  the  books,  papers,  and  records  pertaining  to  the  office  to  Capt. 
S.  M.  Eaton,  who  is  hereby  appointed  in  his  place. 

7.  Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  chief  mustering  oflBlcer  of  the 
division,  and  subject  to  the  apj)roval  of  the  War  Department,  First 
Lieut.  J.  L.  Baker,  Twenty-third  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  is  hereby 
appointed  assistant  commissary  of  musters  of  the  troops  comprising 
the  Eeserve  Corps  of  the  division.  He  will  report  accordingly,  without 
delay,  to  Maj.  Gen.  F.  Steele,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  at  Kennerville,  La. 
*  *  *  #  #  *  * 

9.  Capt.  A.  Mason,  assistant  quartermaster  of  volunteers,  having 
reported  at  these  headquarters  in  accordance  with  War  Department 
Special  Orders,  No.  469,  series  of  1864,  is  hereby  ordered  to  report  to 
the  chief  quartermaster,  Department  of  the  Gulf,  for  assignment  to 
duty. 


By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  E.  S.  Canby 


C.  T.  CHEISTEN8EN 


Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

New  Orleans,  January  11, 1865. 

Brig,  Gen.  J.  Bailey,  Baton  Rouge,  La. : 

The  Second  New  York  must  report  to  the  Cavalry  Division.    It  is 
only  on  special  service  at  Morganza. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Hurlbut : 

JOS,  HIBBEET,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Jepfeeson  City,  Mo.,  January  11,  1865. 

(Received  10  20  p.  m.) 


President  Lincoln: 
Free  Missouri  greets  her  elder  sister. 


T.  C.  FLETCHER, 
Governor  of  Missouri. 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

No.  9.  )  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  11,  1865. 

*  h  *  *  #  *  * 

2.  CoL  John  L.  Beveridge,  Seventeenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  will  relieve 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Hiller,  Second  Missouri  State  Militia,  in  the  com- 
mand of  the  Third  Sub-District.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hiller,  on  being 
relieved,  will  report  to  Colonel  Beveridge  for  orders. 

•  #»*»»# 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Ewing : 

H.  HANNAHS, 

Major  Fiftieth  Missouri  Vols,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Warrensburg,  January  11, 1865. 
Capt.  A.  Walters, 

(Jomdg.  Fourth  Cavalry  Missouri  State  Militia,  Sedalia : 
Detail  Lieutenant  Kerr  and  his  entire  company,  with  five  days' 
rations,  for  a  thorough  and  complete  scout  of  Cooper  County.  Let  him 
make  a  clean  sweep  of  it.  Also  instruct  him  to  arrest  and  forward  to 
these  headquarters  all  returned  conscripts  from  Price's  army,  together 
with  facts  and  circumstances.  Lieutenant  Kerr  will  be  instructed  to 
be  thorough  and  energetic. 
By  order,  &c. : 

A.  R.  CONKLIN, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Glasgow,  Mo.,  January  11,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Fisk: 

Lieutenant  Gannon  killed  Joiiu  Robinson  at  2  p.  m.  yesterday  at 
Westley  Hieronymus',  ten  miles  from  Glasgow.  Was  one-quarter  of  a 
mile  behind  Jim  Jackson. 

THOS.  B.  REED, 
Captain,  Commanding  Post. 


Macon,  January  11,  1865. 
Capt.  T.  B.  Reed, 

Glasgow : 

Cannot  you  devise  scheme  for  the  capture  of  Bill  [Jim?]  Jackson? 
Rest  not  until  you  kill  him.  Put  men  in  disguise  after  Lim.  Employ 
some  rebel  to  dig  him  out. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier  General. 
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Glasgow,  January  11. 1865. 
Brigadier-General  Fisk  : 

Lieutenant  Gannon  lias  returned.  Pain  Jim  Jacltson  out  of  liis  boots. 
Followed  liim  eleven  miles  sontli  of  Fayette.  Stopped  at  dark  and 
went  to  Fayette.  Lieutenant  Williams  with  thirteen  men  started  on 
his  trail  this  morning.  Jackson  has  been  wounded  in  botli  thighs.  Left 
his  boots  at  the  house  where  Gannon  first  came  up  with  him.  Lieuten- 
ant thinks  he  cannot  ride  all  night,  and  wherever  he  stops  he  will  be 
compelled  to  remain.  Kobinson  had  six  revolvers.  Had  emptied  two 
when  he  was  shot  through  the  head. 

THOS.  B.  REED, 
Capfoin,  (Jommanding  Post. 


Headqxiakters  District  of  North  Missouri, 

Macon,  Mo.,  January  11,  1865. 

Captain  Colbert, 

Commandinf)  at  Columbia,  Mo. : 
Captain:  I  am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  say  that 
information  received  by  him  warrants  tlie  belief  tliat  much  of  the  dis- 
turbance in  Boone  County  is  caused  by  the  iiurestricted  sale  of  liquors. 
Itisthe  direction  of  the  general  commanding  l  hat  you  cause  every  dram 
and  whisky  shop  in  the  county  to  be  closed  and  the  sale  of  liquors 
entirely  prohibited,  except  for  medicinal  purposes,  and  that  under  such 
regulations  and  restrictions  as  may  be  by  you  thought  best. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  WAITB, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Aide-de-Gamp. 


Lexington,  January  11, 1865. 
Col.  James  McFerran: 

We  have  just  had  a  fight  with  bushwhackers  near  town.  There 
seems  to  be  a  consolidated  force  said  to  be  commanded  by  Jackson. 
Send  me  some  ammunition,  as  we  are  nearly  out. 

WM.  MEREDITH, 
Captain,  Commanding. 


Washington,  D.  C,  January  11,  1865. 

Major-General  Curtis, 

Fort  Leavenworth  : 
Statements  from  respectable  sources  have  been  received  here  that  the 
conduct  of  Colonel  Chiviiigton's  command  toward  the  friendly  Indians 
has  been  a  series  of  outrages  calculated  to  make  them  all  hostile. 
You  will  inquire  into  and  report  on  this  matter,  and  will  take  meas- 
ures to  have  preserved  and  accounted  for  all  plunder  taken  from  the 
Indians  at  Fort  Lyou  and  other  places. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


490  LOUISIANA    AND    THE   TRANS-MISSISSIPPI.  [Chap.  LX. 

Headquarteks  Depaktment  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  January  11,  1805 — 2  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  R.'  Curtis, 

Fort  Leavenworth: 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  has  ordered  that  Fort  Smith  and  adjacent 
posts  be  held,  and  not  evacuated. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Kansas, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  January  11,  1865. 
Governor  Crawford, 

Topeka : 
Major  Ellis  telegraphs  from  Saint  Louis:  " Slavery  abolished ;  Mis- 
souri is  free." 

S.  K.  CURTIS, 

Major-  General. 

Commanding  officer  at  Lawrence  forward  the  above  immediately  by 
express. 

S.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Kansas, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  January  11,  1865. 
Colonel  Moonlight, 

Denver . 

I  am  directed  by  General  Halleck  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  Col- 
onel Chivington  in  recent  campaign  against  Indians.  Also  preserve 
the  plunder  taken.  If  out  of  service,  a  conmiission  should  be  ordered. 
If  still  in  the  service,  a  court  of  inquiry  could  be  ordered  at  his  request, 
or  a  court-martial  could  be  ordered. 

S.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Kansas, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  January  11,  1865. 
Ben.  Holliday, 

New   Yorh  : 

Will  hold  Julesburg  and  whole  line,  if  possible.     Expect  to  do  so 

S.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 

Headquarters  District  op  Colorado 

Denver,  Colo.  Ter.,  January  ll  1865. 
Maj.  C.  S.  Charlot, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

Major:  Since  my  communications  to  you  of  the  6th  and  7th  instant 
matters  have  become  very  serious.  The  Indians  have  attacked  Jules- 
burg, Valley  Station,  and  several  other  points  on  the  Overland  route* 
murdered  men,  women,  and  children  just  as  they  camej  burned  trains 
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and  houses;  driven  off  stage  stock,  so  tliat  the  Overland  line  is  now  in 
their  hands,  and  all  mail  communication  by  that  route  is  shut  off,  and 
here  1  am  without  a  man  to  throw  on  either  track,  or  even  to  defend  the 
ranches  with.  Kit  Carson  has  been  whipped  in  the  south  by  the  Indians 
and  news  reached  me  last  evening  that  an  organization  of  Texans  and 
Indians  is  being  perfected  to  strike  New  Mexico  or  Colorado.  A  few 
days  ago  the  trains  were  attacked  between  Forts  Larned  and  Lyon  by 
Indians,  and  farther  on  the  trail  was  so  large  going  north  that  the  force 
is  estimated  at  not  less  than  6,000  men.  All  this  I  have  to  contend  with, 
and  submit  to  the  howl  and  sneer  of  parties  who  cannot  believe  but 
that  I  ought  to  start  after  the  savages  with  nothing  more  than  my  head- 
quarters outfit.  I  am  raising  an  irregular  force,  who  volunteer  for  the 
occasion  and  until  troops  can  be  sent  for  our  relief;  and  in  this  I  am 
embarrassed  by  the  ordnance  department,  Captain  McNutt  having 
some  time  previous  instructed  the  ordnance  officer  here  not  to  issue 
any  arms  or  accouterments  except  on  a  proper  requisition,  and  that  the 
order  of  the  district  commander  would  not  do  in  the  premises.  1  have 
to-day  telegraphed  to  the  general  on  the  subject.  These  irregulartroops 
will  not  serve  under  any  other  officer  but  their  own,  and  they  arenot  mus- 
tered. Arms  and  accouterments  I  must  have,  all  orders  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding,  or  I  must  yield  the  command  to  some  one  else,  for  I 
cannot  stand  by  and  see  my  fellow-men  murdered  before  my  eyes  by 
led  savages  and  not  make  an  effort  for  humanity's  sake,  and  from  what 
I  consider  my  duty,  and  at  the  same  time  be  held  responsible,  so  far  as 
public  feeling  is  concerned,  for  the  security  of  this  country.  As  you 
are  aware,  all  sui^plies  for  this  country  must  come  from  the  Missouri 
lUver,  and  unless  troops  are  sent  to  protect  the  trains  there  is  only  one 
way  to  save  the  people  from  starvation,  viz,  to  abandon  the  country, 
which  is  the  mine  of  wealth  of  the  United  States.  Eminent  and  respon- 
sible men  have  invested  large  sums  in  this  section  of  the  country.  By 
my  suggestion  Governor  Evans,  now  in  Washington,  has  been  tele- 
graphed to  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  authority  to  raise  another  regi- 
ment of  cavalry  for  one  year.  This  could  be  done  in  two  months,  and 
one  half  in  thirty  days;  but  we  have  no  horses  to  mount  them  on.  Of 
the  1,000  horses  purchased  for  the  100-days'  regiment,  only  about  400 
have  been  turned  in  to  the  quartermaster,  and  they  are  all  unserviceable 
for  the  present.  Out  of  the  GOO  ponies  reported  captured  at  Sand  Creek 
by  Colonel  Chivington,  ouly  about  100  have  been  turned  in  to  Govern- 
ment, and  not  one  of  them  is  fit,  or  will  be,  to  ride.  Such  is  the  condi- 
tion of  affairs  and  such  are  the  difficulties  I  have  to  contend  against. 
I  labor  in  this  office  from  morning  till  all  hours  of  the  night  endeavoring 
to  straighten  matters  up,  and  in  addition  I  am  harassed  from  the  out- 
side by  these  Indian  difficulties  which,  although  occurring  outside  of  my 
district,  yet  are  in  the  Territory  of  Colorado,  and  fall  on  my  shoulders. 
These  things  are  not  right,  and  I  make  this  statement  that  the  general 
commanding  may  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  affairs  and  my  position. 
If  I  can  get  sufficient  force  of  cavalry  to  guard  the  line  of  communication 
until  spring  opens,  and  in  the  meantime  you  rush  out  carbines,  pistols, 
ammunition,  and  horses  to  fit  out  a  new  regiment,  I  trust  matters  will 
still  go  all  right.  I  dislike  very  much  troubling  the  general  with  these 
things,  but  I  am  afraid  the  department  does  not  thoroughly  understand 
my  position;  isolated  from  all  support,  yet  bound  down  by  rules  and 
regulations  governing  commanders  with  everything  at  their  call.  I 
sincerely  trust  something  will  be  done  immediately  for  the  protection 
of  this  country  and  relief  of  suffering  humanity.    I  have  sent  the  medi- 
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cal  director  up  to  Valley  Station  -with  escort  to  examine  into  the  condi- 
tion of  wounded  men,  women,  and  children,  and  administer  to  their 
wants. 

I  am,  maior,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  MOONLIGHT, 
Colonel  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

JVew   Orleans,  La.,  January  12,  1865. 
Secretary  of  War, 

Washington,  J).  C. : 
Sir:  Under  the  second  section  of  the  law  of  July  2  and  the  Treasury 
Regulations  in  relation  to  freednien  of  July  29, 1864, 1  have  endeavored 
to  relieve  the  army  of  the  embarrassment  of  providing-  for  the  freed- 
men  who  are  not  enlisted  or  employed  in  the  military  service.  This  I 
designed  to  do  gradually,  so  as  not  to  embarrass  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment by  a  sudden  transfer  or  work  any  injury  to  the  freedmen.  Accord- 
ingly, after  being  advised  (see  Document  A)  that  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment was  prepared  to  receive  them,  the  freedmen  in  this  department 
were  transferred  by  the  department  commander  to  the  supervising 
special  agent  for  this  district.  I  learn  now  by  a  letter  (Document  B) 
from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  not  only  the  transfer, 
but  apparently  also  the  law  of  July  2  and  the  regulations  of  July  29, 
are  repudiated  by  the  Treasury  Department.  The  care  and  support  of 
these  people  is  a  serious  embarrassment  to  the  army  and  a  heavy  charge 
upon  its  appropriations.  Its  efficiency  is  greatly  emasculated  by  its 
complications  with  this  and  other  questions  of  civil  administration,  and 
in  this  instance  the  only  fmnls  legitimately  available  are  those  indicated 
by  the  act  of  Congress.  I  have  no  disposition  to  thrust  any  resjionsi- 
bility  upon  other  departments,  but  I  do  desire  to  rid  the  army  of  every- 
thing that  impairs  its  efficiency.  The  care  and  welfare  of  these  people 
has  been  a  source  of  constant  anxiety,  and  I  Avas  greatly  relieved  by 
the  belief  that  the  responsibility  for  it  had  been  tixed  by  law.  If  the 
Treasury  Department  assumes  this  responsibility  I  think  that  I  may 
give  the  assurance  that  the  officers  of  the  army  in  tliis  command  will 
give  its  agents  every  possible  assistance.  If  it  is  to  devolve  upon  War 
Department,  some  means  should  be  provided  for  defraying  the  necessary 
expenses.  In  the  meantime  the  condition  of  these  people  is  deplorable, 
and  whatever  is  done  should  be  done  quickly. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

[Incloaure  Ko.  1.] 

A. 

Office  Supervising  Special  Agent, 
Treasury  Department,  Third  Agency, 

New   Orleans,  October  26,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  E.  S.  Canbt,  ' 

Commanding  Division   West  Mississippi,  New  Orleans  La.  : 
General  :  I  am  now  prepared  to  take  charge  of  the  freedmen  in  this 
department  under  the  regulations  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of 
July  29.    I  beg  leave,  therefore,  respectfully  to  request  you  to  direct  by 
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au  appropriate  order  tbose  now  having  charge  of  the  freedmen  and 
heretofore  acting  under  military  authority  to  report  to  me.  That  the 
property  of  all  kiuds  under  their  charge  be  inventoried  and  turned  over 
tome,  and  all  unexpended  funds  derived  from  the  labor  of  freedmen  be 
paid  into  my  bauds.  It  is  understood  that  all  unexpired  contracts  or 
arrangements  made  by  the  military  agents  will  be  recognized  and  com- 
pleted in  good  faith  by  me  on  the  part  of  the  Government. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  FLANDERS, 
Supervisinf/  Special  Agent,  Treasury  Department. 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

B. 

Office  Supervising  Special  Agent, 
Tbeasuey  Depaiitment,  Third  Agency, 

New  Orleans,  January  6,  1865. 
Maj.  Geu.  E.  E.  S.  Canby, 

Commanding  Division  of  West  Mississippi: 
General  :  In  compliance  with  your  request  I  inclose  copy  of  Assist- 
ant Secretary  Harrington's  letter  relating  to  freedmen.  I  beg  leave  to 
state  that  I  am  expecting  by  the  next  steamer  fiom  New  York  the 
return  of  two  gentlemen  who  went  to  Washington  at  my  request  to  rep- 
resent the  condition  of  matters  here  in  relation  to  the  freedmen,  and  to 
obtain  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  definite  instructions  to  me  ou 
the  subject  of  their  management  as  prescribed  in  the  regulations. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  FLANDERS, 
Supervising  Special  Agent,  Treasury  Department. 

[Snb-inclosure.  ] 

Treasury  Department, 

November  26,  1864. 
B.  F.  Flandees, 

Supervising  Special  Agent,  Treasury  Department: 
Sir:  lam  directed  by  the  Secretary  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  October  28.  You  state  that  you  believe  the  rate  of  wages 
of  the  freedmen  to  be.  improperly  fixed,  and  suggest  that  the  supervis- 
ing special  agent,  with  the  advice  and  approval  of  tlie  department  com- 
mander, be  authorized  to  fix  the  rate  of  wages  and  also  the  classifica- 
tion of  freedmen  iu  the  respective  military  departments.  The  Treasury 
Department  has  not  yet  assumed  charge  of  the  freedmen.  When  it 
does  so  your  suggestions  will  receive  consideration. 
Respectfully, 

GEO.  HARRINGTON, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 
New  Orleans,  La.,  January  12,  1865.    (Received  9  p.  m.  17tb.) 

Maj.  Geu.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 
U.  a.  Volunteers,  may  be  ordered  to  report  to  me  for  duty  in  this 
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department.     If  not  inconsistent  with  the  interests  of  the  service,  I 
beg  that  he  may  be  relieved  from  the  board  of  which  he  is  a  member 
and  directed  to  repair  to  this  city  as  soon  as  practicable. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  R.  S.  OANBY, 

Major- General, 


Hdqbs.  Military  Division  op  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleann,  La.,  January  12, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  A.  Huelbut, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf,  New  Orleans,  La. : 
Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say  that 
the  restrictions  recently  imposed  upon  the  shipment  of  products  of 
insurrectionary  districts  (under  authority  of  General  Orders,  No.  80, 
from  these  headquarters)  from  Kodney  and  Grand  Gulf,  Miss.,  and 
West  Baton  Eouge,  La.,  are  now  removed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  OHRISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  Maj.  Gen.  N.  J.  T.  Dana,  commanding  Department  of  Mis- 
sissippi, Memphis,  Tenn.) 


Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  Reserve  Corps, 

Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

[January  12  or  13,  1865.] 
Lieut.  Col.  C,  T.  Christensen, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  New  Orleans: 

Colonel  :  In  the  event  of  some  of  the  troops  of  the  Seventh  Corps 
now  in  Arkansas  being  attached  to  the  Reserve  Corps  for  active  serv- 
ice, I  beg  leave  to  request  the  selection  may  include  the  Third  Minne- 
sota Veteran  Volunteers  and  Twelfth  Michigan  Infantry  now  at  Devall's 
Bluff,  Twenty-ninth  Iowa  Infantry  now  at  Little  Rock,  and  One  hun- 
dred and  twenty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry  now  at  Pine  Bluff.  These  regi- 
ments were  in  the  division  (Second)  which  I  had  the  honor  to  command. 
I  have  long  been  acquainted  with  their  discipline,  valor,  and  efficiency. 
It  would  be  a  peculiar  satisfaction  to  have  these  troops  in  my  command. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

C.  C.  ANDREWS, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Brazos  Santiago,  Tex.,  January  12,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  George  B.  Drake, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  the  Gulf: 
Colonel  :  On  assuming  command  at  this  place  I  immediately  made 
such  arrangements  as  greatly  assisted  deserters  and  refugees  to  reach 
my  lines  from  Mexico.  This  had  the  effect  to  increase  the  number  of 
deserters  very  materially,  and  threatened  to  destroy  the  organization 
and  efficiency  of  the  rebel  troops  on  this  border.  Rumors  have  been 
reaching  me  for  a  month  that  the  authorities  of  the  Maximilian  gov- 
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ernment  were  arrauging  to  return  deserters  to  the  rebel  authorities. 
During  the  last  two  days  there  has  beeu  a  stampede  among  the  very 
large  number  of  these  persons  now  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  Rio 
Grande.  As  near  as  I  can  learn  some  forty  to  sixty  have  beeu  arrested 
by  the  Mexican  authorities  at  Matamoras  and  delivered  to  General 
Slaughter.  I  have  not  been  able  to  hear  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Mat- 
amoras for  some  days.  If  I  had  horses  to  draw  the  light  artillery  on 
the  island  I  could  easily  drive  Slaughter  out  of  Brownsville.  I  have 
been  over  and  felt  of  him  sufQciently  to  satisfy  me  that  he  does  not 
intend  to  fight  in  case  we  should  advance.  But  it  could  not  be  held 
with  the  means  of  this  command,  and  no  material  damage  could  be 
inflicted  on  him  without  a  cavalry  force.  No  permanent  relief  can  be 
given  these  destitute  people  without  occupying  and  controlling  the  val- 
ley of  the  Rio  Grande,  which,  of  course,  can  best  be  done  by  going  in 
from  Matagorda  Bay  and  occupying  San  Antonio,  which  is  the  key  to 
this  whole  valley  and  frontier.  These  facts  are  stated  for  the  informa- 
tion and  consideration  of  the  major-general  commanding  Department 
of  the  Gulf.  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  fact  tliat  deserters  are  being  deliv- 
ered on  the  claim  of  the  rebel  authorities.  I  shall  learn  more  in  a  day 
or  two  in  relation  to  the  matter,  and  will  report  further.  I  shall  be  glad 
to  receive  any  instructions  or  orders  deemed  necessary,  if  any,  in  the 
case. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  A.  PILE, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Department  of  Arkansas, 

No.  11.  )  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  January  12, 1865. 

1.  In  pursuance  of  special  order  from  headquarters  Military  Divis- 
ion of  West  Mississippi,  the  oflice  of  chief  of  cavalry  of  this  depart- 
ment is  hereby  discontinued. 

2.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  R.  West  is  hereby  reassigned  to  the  command  of  the 
Cavalry  Division  of  the  Seventh  Army  Corps. 

******* 

9.  Col.  J.  K.  Mizner,  Third  Michigan  Cavalry,  will  proceed  to  New 
Orleans,  La.,  to  confer  with  the  commander  of  the  military  division  in 
reference  to  certain  matters  jiertainiug  to  the  cavalry  arm.  Having 
transacted  this  business.  Colonel  Mizner  will  return  to  his  command  at 
Brownsville,  Ark.,  unless  otherwise  ordered  from  headquarters  military 
division. 

******* 

By  command  of  Mai.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds: 

JOHN  LEVERING, 
Assistayit  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

AND  U.  S.  Forces  at  Devall's  Bluff,  Ark., 

January  12,  1865. 

Capt.  A.  J.  Fitch, 

57th  U.  S.  Colored  Infty.,  Comdg.  Detach,  on  hoard  Steamer  Ella: 

You  are  sent  on  board  for  a  double  purpose,  that  for  guarding  and 
fatigue  duty.    You  will  immediately  on  going  on  board  divide  your 
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commaud  into  two  equal  platoons,  eacli  under  a  subaltern,  and  quarter 
tbein  on  opposite  sides  of  tlie  boat,  with  instructions  that  they  will  not 
leave  the  quarters  assigned  theui  without  your  permission.  You  will 
establish  a  suitable  guard,  having  a  seutinei  on  each  side  as  well  as  the 
bow  and  stern  of  the  boat,  and  keep  the  men  at  nil  times  ready  for 
duty.  If  fired  upon  from  the  river-bank  you  will  use  every  precaution 
and  eflbrt  to  avoid  confusion,  and  promptly  return  the  fire  without 
landing,  unless  the  fire  is  from  artillery.  In  that  case,  if  the  river- 
banks  favor  the  movement,  run  the  boat  direct  for  the  bank,  and,  land- 
ing under  cover,  assault,  capture,  and  bring  oft'  the  guns.  The  captaiu 
has  written  instructions  to  proceed  to  Augusta  and  report  to  Colonel 
Geiger.  After  landing  his  stores  he  will  return  to  this  place.  On  the 
return  trip  he  will  stop  at  Des  Arc  and  take  on  a  mill,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  yourself  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Coffee,  who  represents  Captain  Wendell, 
assistant  quartermaster,  for  whom  the  mill  is  taken  on  Government 
account.  On  landing  at  Des  Arc  you  will  at  once  deploy  about  half 
your  men  as  skirmishers,  encircling  the  property  to  be  removed  at  such 
a  distance  as  to  make  it  safe  for  the  Avorking  party.  The  rest  of  your 
men  will  be  employed  in  removing  the  mill  and  such  lumber  as  Mr. 
Coflee  may  direct.  You  will  allow  none  of  your  men  to  pass  outside  of 
the  skirmish  line,  and  no  citizen  to  pass  inside  of  it.  You  must  not 
allow  your  men  to  forget  that  they  are  soldiers  and  liable  for  offenses, 
whether  in  camij  or  absent  on  duty;  that  under  no  circumstance  will 
marauding  and  pillaging  be  allowed.  You  are  ordered  to  take  four 
days'  rations,  and  unless  you  are  detained  beyond  the  time  no  provis- 
ions of  whatever  kind  will  be  allowed  to  be  brought  ou  board  of  your 
boat.  You  will  not  allow  your  men  to  land  except  it  be  imperatively 
necessary,  and  then  only  under  your  orders.  For  their  conduct  under 
such  circumstances  you  will  be  held  responsible.  On  arriving  back 
you  will  report  to  these  headquarters  before  marching  your  men  to 
camp. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Alexander  Shaler : 

CHAS.  E.  nOWE, 
Captain,  Twelfth  Mivlmjan  Infantry,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Arkansas, 

January  12,  1865 — 11.25  a.  m. 
Col.  A.  H.  Eyan, 

Lewishurfi  : 

Get  word  through  to  General  Thayer  as  soon  as  possible  that  he  will 
reoccupy  Fort  Smith.  Steamers  leave  to-day  with  supplies  for  him. 
The  colored  troops  will  come  to  Little  Rock. 

J.  J.  EEYNOLDS, 

Major-General. 

Headquarters  Department  op  Arklawsas 

January  12,  18G5 — 3  p.  m 
Col.  A.  H.  Eyan,  '  ^ 

Leinshurg,  Arl\ : 

A  section  of  artillery  will  leave  here  to-morrow  for  Lewisburg 

J.  J.  eeynolds", 

Major-GeneraL 
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LBWiSBURa,  January  12, 1865 — i  p.  m. 
Major-General  Eeynolds,  Little  Rock: 

General  :  I  have  sent  express  through  to  General  Thayer  with  your 
instructions  for  him  to  reoccupy  Fort  Smith.  To-night  I  will  send  100 
dismounted  men  on  steamer  Alamo  to  land  above  the  mouth  of  the  Petit 
Jean.  If  a  hindiug  can  be  effected  safely  will  ferry  from  south  bank  of 
river  twenty-five  cavalry  for  the  puri)ose  of  getting  foothold  to  operate 
against  the  rebels  in  vicinity  of  Dardaiielle  and  open  way  for  boats  to 
Fort  Smith.  I  sent  down  yesterday,  on  steamer  Chippewa,  dispatches 
for  you  from  General  Thayer;  also  the  messenger.  Last  heard  from 
Newton  and  Brooks  they  were  south  of  Petit  Jean,  near  Kocky  Crossing 
Bridge. 

Eespectfully, 

A.  H.  RYAN, 
Colonel. 

Levtisburg,  January  12, 1865 — 8.30  v.  m. 
Capt.  H.  T.  Noble, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Little  Rock  : 
River  on  a  stand.    Itebs  above  are  quite  lively.    To-night  I  send 
expedition  to  south  side  of  river  toward  Dardauelle.    This,  with  the 
troops  on  the  boats,  will  be  able  to  clean  them  out,  I  think. 

A.  H.  kYAN, 
Colonel. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Frontier, 

Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  January  12,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col,  W.  D.  Green, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Little  Rock: 
The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received.* 
I  respectfully  request  that  boats  be  sent  up  as  soon  as  possible,  if  not 
already  sent,  with  commissaries,  forage,  medical  stores,  and  clothing, 
especially  T)ants  and  shoes.    The  river  is  very  high.    I  have  sent  troops 
to  Clarksville.    I  sent  you  two  dispatches  on  the  9th  instant.    My  sub- 
sistence will  be  expended  by  the  25th  instant. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  M.  THAYER, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Mississippi, 
Memyhis,  January  12, 1865.     (Received  12.05  p.  m.  14th. 
Major-General  Halleck: 

Your  telegram  relating  to  putting  railroad  employes  in  militia 
organizations  was  received  on  7th  instant.  The  whole  subject  has 
received  investigation,  and  Brig.  Gen.  J.  C.  Veatch  reports  that  all 
railroad  employes  have  been  organized  in  a  separate  battalion  and 
required  to  do  duty  only  in  case  of  special  danger.  Your  orders  have 
been  fully  complied  with, 

N.  J.  T.  DANA, 

Major-  General. 

*  See  Halleck  to  oonjinancling  offloer  Fort  Smith,  January  10,  p,  473. 
33  B  R— YOL  XL VIII,  PT  I 
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Headquaeteks  Department  of  Mississippi, 

Memphis,  Term.,  January  12,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  N.  B.  Forrest,  C.  S.  Army, 

GommanSing  Forrest s  Cavalry  Corps,  in  the  Field: 

Geneeal  :  I  Lave  tbe  honer  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
municatiou  of  6th  instant  under  flag  by  Maj.  J.  P.  Strange,  assistant 
adjutant  general,  with  copies  of  your  correspondence  with  Maj.  Gen. 
L.  H.  Eousseau;  also  the  arrival  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Grass,  of  the 
Sixty-first  Illinois  Volunteers,  on  parole.  As  regards  the  exchange  of 
prisoners,  I  cannot  see  under  existing  orders  and  regulations  that  I  am 
authorized  to  negotiate,  but  will  immediately  forward  the  document 
received  from  you  to  my  chief,  for  his  orders  in  the  premises,  and  will 
communicate  with  you  on  receipt  of  instructions.  Much  as  I  regret  it, 
I  cannot  continue  the  agreement  stated  as  existing  between  yourself  and 
Major-General  Washburn  until  I  have  the  authority.  Such  exchanges 
are  forbidden,  and  I  have  not  been  advised  that  Major-General  Wash- 
burn applied  for  or  received  any  orders  on  the  subject.  I  reciprocate 
your  expression  of  a  desire  to  mitigate  the  sufferings  and  lessen  the 
privations  of  the  prisoners  of  war,  and  no  eftbrt  shall  be  spared  on  my 
part  to  effect  some  arrangement  for  exchanges  on  this  part  of  the  field. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Grass  will  be  sent  forward  on  his  parole  to  effect 
his  own  exchange,  at  the  earliest  date  possible,  for  Col.  B.  W.  Eucker, 
of  your  command. 

Thanking  you  for  the  kindness  shown  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Grass  and, 
as  he  assures  me,  to  other  prisoners  in  your  hands,  I  am,  general,  very 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  J.  T.  DANA, 

Major-Oeneral. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 
Washington,  B.  C  January  12,  1865 
Lieut.  Gen.  TJ.  S.  Grant, 

City  Point,  Va.: 
GBNEEAi:  I  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  that  I  have 
this  day  addressed  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  con- 
tains the  views  of  this  ]  department  upon  the  subject  to  which  it  relates. 
A  copy  of  my  last  annual  report  is  also  transmitted,  to  pages  7  and  8 
of  which  your  attention  is  respectfully  invited. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  USHER, 

Secretary. 

[Inclosuro.] 

Department  op  the  Interior, 
Washington,  D.  C,  January  12,  1865. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  ' 

Secretary  of  War: 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  that 
exists  for  the  removal  of  the  Indians  who  inhabit  the  country  alono- 
the  valleys  of  the  Platte  and  Eepublican  Eivers,  along  one  of  which 
the  route  of  the  Union  Pacific  Eailroad  will  pass,  in  order  that  the 
engineers  upon  that  road  may  prosecute  their  labors  in  security  and 
that  the  work  may  progress  without  danger  of  interruption  as  heretofore 
from  the  attacks  upon  the  parties  engaged,  to  which  they  are  now  and 
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have  been  exposed  in  consequence  of  the  disaflection  of  various  tribes 
along  the  route.  I  was  so  solicitous  in  relation  to  this  subject  that  I 
did  not  hesitate  to  recommend  in  my  last  animal  report  that  the  Indian 
agency  at  the  Upper"  Platte  be  abolished,  and  the  Indians  be  admon- 
ished that  they  would  no  longer  be  permitted  to  remain  in  that  portion 
of  the  country.  In  this  connection,  representations  have  been  made  to 
the  Department  that  General  Connor,  commanding  the  military  de- 
partment, headquarters  at  Salt  Lake  City,  ])rop()ses,  if  it  meet  the 
approbation  of  the  War  Department,  to  extend  his  lines  eastwardly  to 
the  Little  Blue,  and  along  the  proposed  route  of  the  Union  Pacific 
liailroad,  and  gives  assurance  that  he  can  and  will  protect  it  against 
any  hostile  Indian  force  that  may  attempt  to  interfere  with  parties 
engaged  in  the  work  upon  the  road,  or  with  emigrants  or  citizens  cross 
ing  the  plains,  and  I  respectfully  suggest,  if  it  meet  the  approval  of 
the  War  Department,  that  such  orders  may  be  issued  to  the  proper 
ofBcers  as  will  effect  the  object  conteuq>lated  by  extending  adequate 
military  protection  over  the  entire  line. 

Very  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  USHEE, 

Secretary. 


PoTOSi,  Mo.,  January  12,  1865. 

Major  Hannahs, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
Major  :  I  have  had  no  complaints  from  the  citizens  of  Caledonia 
yet,  but  I  think  the  troops  had  better  be  sent  to  Webster,  as  Lieuten- 
ant Weddleis  scouting  in  that  county  every  day. 

W.  MOEAN, 
First  Lieutenant  Company  H,  Fiftieth  Missouri. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  January  12, 1865 — 1.35  jp.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Brown, 

Holla,  Mo.: 
1  think  it  would  be  well  to  send  a  strong  scouting  party  into  Dent, 
Texas,  Shannon,  and  the  counties  where  Freeman's  men  are  and  give 
them  no  peace.    While  they  are  idle  we  should  be  after  them. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Eolla, 

January  12,  1865 — 3  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge, 

Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 
There  are  two  scouting  ])arties  now  in  Texas  County,  and  Captain 
Whybark  is  still  scouting  Dent  and  Shannon. 

'  E.  C.  CATHEEWOOD, 

Colonel  Thirteenth  Missouri  Cavalry  VQlunteers,  Comma,nding. 
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Headquaeteks  District  of  Central  Missouri, 

Warrenshurg,  January  12^  1865. 
Capt.  A.  Walters. 

Commanding,  Sedalia,  Mo.  : 
Considerable  force  of  bushwhackers  appeared  yesterday  near  Lexing- 
ton and  fought  the  company  stationed  there.     They  may  drop  down  into 
Saline.     Notify  commanding  officer  at  Marshall.     I  start  a  force  this 
morning  toward  Waverly  and  Grand  Pass.     Co-operate  with  them. 

JNO.  F.  PHILIPS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  District. 


Headquarters  District  of  Central  Missouri, 

Warrenshurg,  January  12,  1865 — 8  a.  m. 
Col.  Chester  Harding, 

Commanding  Sub-District,  Kansas  City,  Mo. : 
Considerable  force  of  bushwhackers  appeared  near  Lexington  yester- 
day and  fought  Captain  Meredith,  First  Missouri  State  Militia,  com- 
manding that  post.  I  have  sent  150  men  toward  the  river.  Look  out 
for  them.  They  will  probably  go  into  Sni  Hills  and  may  work  in  about 
some  of  your  stations. 

JNO.  r.  PHILIPS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  District. 


Kansas  City,  January  12,  1865. 
Colonel  Philips, 

Commanding : 
I  have  sent  three  companies  in  barge  to  Independence.     One  is  at 
the  Big  Blue.    The  cavalry  at  Independence  is  ordered  to  crossing  of 
Little  Blue.    Where  is  the  company  ordered  to  Hickman  Mills  ? 

CHESTER  HARDING,  Jr. 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Central  Missouri, 

Warrenshurg,  January  12,  1865. 
Col.  Chester  Harding, 

Commanding,  Kansas  City: 
Bushwhackers  driven  west  from  Lexington  and  are  being  pursued. 
Captain  Goodbrake  is  commanding  at  Pleasant  Hill,  and  was  ordered  to 
send  company  to  Hickman  Mills.  He  telegraphed  that  you  had  sent 
Captain  Jackson  there.  I  answered  him  to  send  the  company  up  any- 
how and  see  whether  Jackson  was  there.  Not  heard  from  him  since. 
Telegraph  Captain  Goodbrake  at  Pleasant  Hill  and  have  him  report 
to  you. 

JNO.  F.  PHILIPS, 
Colonel,  Commanding,  &c. 

General  Orders,  )      Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Central  Missouri, 

No.  2.  S  Warrenshurg,  Mo.,  January  12,  1865. 

I.  For  the  purpose  of  enabling  tlie  people  to  protect  their  lives  and 
property  against  the  bauds   of  rebel  outlaws,  bushwhackers,  and 
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marauders  that  infest  the  district,  and  to  enable  the  regular  troops  to 
be  kept  coucentrated  for  the  protection  of  lines  of  communication  and 
to  operate  against  the.enemy  proper,  sub-district  commanders  will,  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible,  organize  the  loyal  citizens  of  their  respective 
counties  into  companies,  in  accordance  with  the  pFOvisious  of  the  fol- 
lowing general  orders : 

General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri. 

No.  192.  S  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  9,  1864. 

I.  General  Orders,  No.  107.  current  series,  from  tliese  headquarters,  having  heen 
promulgated  to  provide  for  local  defense  against  bauds  of  bushwhackers  aud  otlier 
disturbers  of  the  public  peace,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  law  and  order  more  effect- 
u.illy  than  could  be  done  by  calling  out  the  Enrolled  Militia,  as  well  as  to  engage  all 
good  citizens  in  the  work,  it  is  therefore  ordered  that  all  citizen  organizations  for 
local  defense  in  this  State  conform  to  the  provisions  of  that  order. 

II.  These  organizations  will  be  legalized  both  for  State  and  U.  S.  service  by  being 
denominated  Provisional  Enrolled  Slilitia,  and  the  company  and  regimental  rolls 
will  state  in  the  heading  the  object  of  the  organization. 

III.  All  company  or  regimental  rolls  must  in  future  bo  indorsed  as  follows,  viz: 
"It  is  hereby  certified  on  honor  that  all  the  within-named  persons  are  loyal  men 
who  may  be  safely  intrusted  with  arms  aud  relied  on  to  use  them  in  obedience  to  law 
aud  the  orders  of  the  U.  S.  or  State  officers  placed  over  them,  and  that  the  officers 
herein  named  are  the  choice  of  a  majority  of  the  men  of  the  company  (or  regiment) 
and  worthy  of  command."  This  certilicate  must  be  signed  by  the  commissioned  offi- 
cers of  the  State  or  the  U.  S.  service,  highest  in  rank,  on  duty  in  the  locality  in  which 
tlie  company  or  regiment  is  raised,  or  by  the  county  committee  of  public  safety,  an'd 
when  practicable  should  be  sent  through  the  U.  S.  district  commander,  who  will 
indorse  thereon  his  opinion  and  such  recommendations  respecting  the  organization, 
arming,  or  calling  into  service  of  the  company  as  he  may  deem  best  for  the  public 
good.  When  the  rolls  cannot  be  sent  to  the  district  commander  by  reason  of  dis- 
tance, or  other  serious  obstacles,  they  will  be  sent  to  these  headquarters  direct,  with 
a  letter  of  explanation. 

IV.  Each  commissioned  officer  must  forward  to  these  headquarters  with  the  rolls 
of  his  company  (or  regiment)  a  copy  of  the  oath  required  by  the  State  laws  from 
officers  of  the  Enrolled  Militia,  duly  taken  and  subscribed  by  him. 

V.  When  arms,  ammunition,  aud  equipments  are  to  be  drawn,  to  save  time  proper 
requisitions  for  them  should  be  made,  signed,  and  sent  with  the  rolls. 

VI.  Whentbeseorganizations  are  thus  formed,  and  the  rolls  approved  by  the  general 
commanding,  the  companies  will  be  accepted  and  their  officers  commissioned  as  Pro- 
visional Enrolled  Militia,  for  the  special  purpose  of  local  defense  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  law  and  order. 

VII.  Except  in  cases  of  extreme  public  danger,  no  organization  thus  called  out  will 
be  ordered  to  go  beyond  the  limits  of  its  own  county,  nor  will  it  be  permitted  to  go 
into  neighboring  counties,  unless  to  pursue  or  meet  marauders  or  other  public  enemies, 
or  to  arrest  fugitive  criminals  from  its  own  county. 

#  #  #  #  *  #  # 

Bv  command  of  Maior-General  Rosecraus: 
'  FRANK  ENO, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

II.  Sub-district  commanders  will  take  special  care  to  see  that  the  com- 
mand of  the  companies  hereby  authorized  is  intrusted  to  men  of  unques- 
tioned loyalty,  character,  and  fitness,  and  that  the  instructions  contained 
in  a  letter  from  these  headquarters,  of  date  January  10,  1805,*  are 
strictly  complied  with  in  permitting  membership  in  these  comi)auies. 

III.  The  organization  in  this  district  known  as  Citizen  Guards  is 
hereby  discontinued,  and  the  members  thereof  will  be  organized  in  con- 
formity to  the  foregoing  orders.  Commanding  officers  of  the  Citizen 
Guard  organizations  will  turn  over  the  public  arms  in  their  possession 
tx)  the  nearest  post  commander,  who  will  transfer  them  to  the  district 
ordnance  depot  at  Jefferson  City,  Mo. 

IV.  Well  assured  that  the  importance  and  necessity  of  local  organi- 
zations cannot  be  too  highly  valued,  it  is  expected  that  all  ofScers  serv- 

*  See  Philips  to  Switzler,  p.  479. 
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ing  in  this  command  will  give  tliem  every  encouragement  and  facility, 
and  that  the  citizens  will  respond  to  this  order  with  that  alacrity  and 
willingness  betokening  a  spirit  of  true  loyalty  and  evincive  of  a  deter- 
mination to  do  their  duty  to  thenjselves  and  the  country. 
Bv  order  of  Col.  John  F.  Philips,  commanding: 

A.  R.  CONKLIN, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Headqitarteks  District  of  Central  Missouri, 

Warrensburg,  January  12,  1865. 
Captain  Meredith, 

Commandinc/,  Lexington,  Mo.  : 
Teleeraph  me  in   full   of  movements  of   enemy;   give  their  force. 
Wbere^have  they  gone?    Did  you  whip  or  kill  any  of  them?     Lose  any 
men"?    Captain  Burris  left  last  night  with  100  men  to  assist  you. 

JNO.  F.  PHILIPS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  District. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Southwest  Missouri, 

No.  12.  )  Springfield,  Mo.,  January  12,  1865. 

*»»♦**  « 

III.  Capt.  D.  H.  Connaway,  commanding  Company  M,  Fifteenth  Cav- 
alry Missouri  Volunteers,  will,  upon  the  receipt  of  this  order,  proceed 
with  his  command  to  the  vicinity  of  Osceola,  Mo.,  and  establish  a  post  in 
the  vicinity  ol  forage,  where  he  will  remain  until  further  orders.  He  will 
take  with  him  his  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  forty  days'  rations,  and 
a  good  supply  of  ammunition.  He  will  make  all  the  prescribed  returns 
from  said  post  required  by  existing  orders. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Sanborn : 

WM.  T.  KITTREDGB, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Kansas, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  January  12,  1865. 
Major-General  Halleck,  U.  S.  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. : 
General  :  Tour  dispatch  of  yesterday  directing  me  to  investigate 
Colonel  Chivington's  conduct  toward  the  Indi<T,ns  is  received  and  will 
be  obeyed.  Colonel  Chivington  has'  been  relieved  by  Colonel  Moon- 
light, and  is  probably  out  of  the  service,  under  provisions  of  Circular 
No.  36,  War  Department.  Although  the  colonel  may  have  transgressed 
my  field  orders  concerning  Indian  warfare  (a  copy  of  which  is  here 
inclosed)*  and  otherwise  acted  very  much  against  my  views  of  propriety 
in  his  assault  at  Sand  Creek,  still  it  is  not  true,  as  Indian  agents  and 
Indian  traders  are  representing,  that  such  extra  severity  is  increasing 
Indian  war.    On  the  contrary,  it  tends  to  reduce  their  numbers  and 

*  See  paiagrapli  II,  General  Field  Orders,  No.  1,  Vol.  XLI,  Part  II,  p.  428. 
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bring  them  to  terms.  Their  bands  are  more  united,  perhaps,  at  this 
time  than  during  the  summer;  but  this  results  from  their  necessities 
and  surroundings.  They  are  in  a  destitute  condition,  and  must  at  this 
season  of  the  year  resort  to  desperate  measures  to  procure  horses  and 
provisions.  Hence,  we  see  a  continual  effort  to  overpower  our  little 
posts  or  our  trains  and  stages.  Their  lodges  are  now  between  the 
Arkansas  and  the  Platte,  and  they  shift  their  assaults  so  as  to  attack 
to  the  best  advantage.  1  am  collecting  and  arranging  troops  near  Fort 
liiley,  but  need  more  force  to  make  another  effort  to  destroy  them.  I 
will  be  glad  to  save  the  few  honest  and  kindly  disposed,  and  protest 
against  the  slaughter  of  women  and  children;  although  since  General 
Harney's  attack  of  the  Sioux,  many  years  ago  at  Ash  Hollow,  the  pop- 
ular cry  of  settlers  and  soldiers  on  the  frontier  favors  an  indiscriminate 
slaughter,  which  is  very  difficult  to  restrain.  I  abhor  the  style,  but  so 
it  goes  from  Minnesota  to  Texas.  I  fear  that  Colonel  Ohivington's 
assault  at  Sand  (Jreek  was  upon  Indians  who  liad  received  some  encour- 
agement to  camp  in  that  vicinity  under  some  erroneous  supposition  of 
the  commanding  officer  at  Lyon,  that  he  could  make  a  sort  of  "city  of 
refuge"  at  such  a  point.  However  wrong  that  may  have  been,  it  should 
have  been  respected,  and  any  violation  of  known  arrangements  of  that 
sort  should  be  severely  rebuked.  But  there  is  no  doubt  a  portion  of 
the  tribes  assembled  were  occupied  in  making  assaults  on  our  stages 
and  trains,  and  the  tribes  well  know  that  we  have  to  hold  the  whole 
community  responsible  for  acts  that  they  could  restrain  if  they  would 
properly  exert  their  efforts  in  that  way.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  try 
officers  in  my  command  if  they  have  a  high  rank,  my  troops  all  being 
widely  scattered  and  much  employed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major -General. 


Headquarteks  Department  of  Kansas, 

Fort  Leavenworth^  January  12,  1865. 
Col.  J.  H.  :Ford, 

Commanding  District  of  Upper  Arlca.nsas,  Fort  Biley,  Kans. : 
Colonel:  An  order  has  been  issued  for  the  detachment  of  Third 
Wisconsin  Cavalry  Volunteers  at  Fort  Zarah  to  report  here.  This 
must  be  attended  to  at  once,  and  you  will  see  that  transportation  is 
furnished,  and  if  Captain  Conkey  shall  be  relieved  here  some  proper 
officer  put  in  charge  of  them. 
Yours,  truly, 

'  S.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-General. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Kansas, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  January  12,  1865. 

Governor  John  Evans, 

Washington,  D.  C.  : 
Governor:  Your  dispatch  saying  you  return  immediately  to  Wash- 
ington was  duly  received.    The  Indian  demonstrations  continue  much 
as  they  have  done.    The  fight  at  Julesburg  displayed  a  larger  war 
party  than  usual,  and  seems  to  be  a  daring  thing  at  this  season  of 
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winter,  since  Julesburg  is  far  out  on  a,  vacant  prairie.  But  no  doubt 
this  is  a  swarm  from  tlie  hive  of  lodges  on  the  headwaters  of  streams 
between  the  Platte  and  the  Arkansas,  which  hive  ought  to  be  attacked 
with  a  strong  force  as  soon  as  possible.  I  have  no  news  of  additional 
forces  to  aid  me,  but  have  sent  the  Second  Colorado  and  Eleventh  Kan- 
sas out  to  Riley  and  beyond,  with  a  view  of  movements  against  the 
Indians;  but  I  need  more  troops  on  the  Overland  route,  and  hope  you 
will  urge  the  bringing  down  of  troops  from  General  Sully's  coniuiand, 
where  there  is  no  mail  route  and  no  settlements  to  defend.  You  better 
see  General  Halleck,  who  informs  me  that  he  has  referred  my  papers 
concerning  an  Indian  campaign  to  Lieutenant-General  Grant.  I  have 
also  just  received  a  letter  from  him  directing  me  to  investigate  Colonel 
(Jhivington's  conduct,  whicli  he  says  is  reported  as  being  calculated  to 
bring  down  all  the  Indians  on  us.  This  presumes  that  harsh  treatment 
may  exasperate  new  tribes.  However  much  Chivington  may  have 
erred,  his  severity  would  make  no  new  foes,  but  rather  reduce  numbers 
and  frighten  what  we  have.  I  have  written  General  Halleck  to  this 
effect.  There  caa  be  nothing  gained  by  excusing  Indian  atrocities  in 
any  way,  for  all  these  prairie  tribes  are  about  as  bad  as  they  dare  to  be. 
Terrible  and  shocking  blows  are  necessary  to  quell  the  rascals,  and  we 
may  always  expect  our  troops  to  be  guilty  of  indiscretions.  1  abomi 
nate  the  extermination  of  women  and  children;  but  these  latter  years 
such  conduct  has  received  so  much  applause  that  in  Minnesota  a  pre- 
mium has  been  given  for  scalps,  and  in  General  Sully's  recent  campaign 
one  officer  reports  his  success  in  this  line  of  extermination  by  throwing 
out  crackers  by  the  way  impregnated  with  strychnine  for  poisoning  his 
pursuing  enemy.  What  I  fear,  however,  is  that  the  attack  of  Blunt, 
and  more  recently  that  of  Colonel  Chivington,  may  have  been  a  kind 
of  betrayal,  accidental  or  otherwise,  of  a  confidence  which  had  improp- 
erly been  given  to  the  Indians  by  the  officer  commanding  at  Fort  Lyon 
in  his  efforts  to  negotiate  matters  for  the  Indians  with  you.  You  know 
how  anxious  traders  must  be  to  have  the  Indians  in  some  sort  of  con- 
venient access,  and  no  doubt  they  are  down  on  Chivington  and  all 
others  who  frustrate  their  schemes.  I  suppose,  too,  that  district  attor- 
ney who  seems  anxious  to  keep  up  a  fuss  with  the  mihtary  of  Colorado 
is  also  sending  forward  his  appeals  for  his  sort  of  adjustment  of  the 
wrongs  of  rebels  and  savages'.  I  hope  that  you  will  explain  that 
Chivington  is  out  of  the  service,  and  a  clamor  about  his  military  con- 
duct has  considerable  to  do  with  his  political  operations,  which  are 
no  doubt  likely  to  interfere  with  other  men's  hopes  in  this  regard. 
However  this  may  be,  you  see  the  danger  of  circulating  excuses  for 
Indian  atrocities.  It  will  cripple  our  efl'orts  to  get  troops  to  fight  and 
delay  the  payment  of  militia,  who  may  have  to  turn  out  to  defend  their 
wives  and  little  ones.  You  must  also  explain  that,  although  my  returns 
show  a  considerable  force  in  my  department,  most  of  my  troops  are 
going  out  of  service  or  being  discomposed  by  reason  of  expiration  of 
time.  Such  is  the  case  with  all  your  Colorado  regiments,  and  also  the 
Ohio,  Nebraska,  and  Iowa  regiments  in  this  department.  The  Third 
Wisconsin  is  ordered  away,  so  my  forces  are  really  being  reduced  and 
rendered  peculiarly  inefficient. 
1  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

S.  E.  CURTIS, 

Major- General. 
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Headquarters  Department  op  New  Mexico, 

Santa  Fe,  N.  j\fex.,  January  12, 1865. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  J).  C: 
Sir  :  Herewith  please  find  the  animal  message  of  the  governor  of 
this  Territory,  in  which  he  discusses  at  length  the  policy  of  keeping  the 
Navajoes  upon  the  reservation  at  the  Bosque  Redondo.  A  factious 
opposition  to  this  measure,  intended  to  operate  upon  the  legislature 
with  the  purpose  of  having  that  body  memorialize  Congress  to  have 
the  Navajoes  removed  to  some  other  point  than  the  one  selected  for 
them,  induced  me  to  give  my  views  to  the  people  on  this  point  so  vital 
to  the  interests  of  this  Territory  and  Arizona.  As  these  views  should 
be  known  to  yourself,  I  inclose  a  copy  of  the  paper  containing  them  for 
your  information.  J  hope  you  will  have  time  to  look  them  over. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  H.  OAELETON, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  Department  of  New  Mexico, 

No.  1.  )  Santa  Fe,  N.  Mex.,  January  12,  1865. 

****#♦# 

IV.  Capt.  Reuben  A.  Hill's  company  (K),  of  the  First  Infantry  New 
Mexico  Volunteers,  now  on  duty  at  Fort  Lyon,  Colo.  Ter.,  if  it  can  be 
spared  from  that  post,  will  return  without  delay  to  Fort  Union,  N.  Mex., 
where  its  services  are  greatly  needed. 

V.  Company  B,  Fifth  U.  S.  Infantry,  now  at  Fort  Stanton,  N.  Mex., 
will  without  delay  proceed  to  take  post  at  Albuquerque,  N.  Mex., 
preparatory  to  moving  with  a  train  of  supplies  to  Fort  Whipple,  Ariz. 
Ter.,  which  post  is  at  present  commanded  by  the  captain  ot  that 
company. 

VI.  Company  H,  First  Infantry  New  Mexico  Volunteers,  will  proceed 
without  delay  to  where  the  road  from  Fort  Union,  N.  Mex.,  to  Fort 
Sumner,  N.  Mex.,  descends  the  Mesa,  near  Hatch's  Ranch,  where  it 
will  encamp,  and  the  company  will  be  steadily  employed  for  twenty  two 
days  in  repairing  the  road  at  that  point,  so  as  to  make  it  more  passable 
for  wagons.  The  chief  quartermaster  will  give  directions  with  refer- 
ence to  the  tools  and  necessary  articles  which  the  company  may  need  to 
do  this  work.  The  company  will  take  100  rounds  of  ammunition  per 
man. 

******* 

XI.  Capt.  Charles  Deus'  company  (M),  First  Cavalry  New  Mexico 
Volunteers,  now  at  Fort  Bascom,  will  proceed  without  delay  and  take 
post  at  Fort  Sumner,  where  it  will  relieve  Captain  McCabe's  com- 
])any  (L),  of  the  same  regiment,  if  General  Crocker  can  dispense  with 
its  services,  when  this  company  will  proceed  to  and  take  post  at  Fort 
Bascom. 

******* 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Carleton: 

ERASTUS  W.  WOOD, 

Aide-de-Cam'p. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  January  12,  1865. 
Brig.  GrCD.  A.  Sully, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Dubuque,  Iowa: 
General:  Your  letter  of  the  lOtli  instant,  concerning  apprelieuded 
difficulties  about  the  draft  in  Iowa,  and  suggesting  that  certain  com- 
panies of  cavalry  be  brought  down  from  Sioux  City  in  that  view,  has 
been  received.  The  whole  arrangements  concerning  the  draft  are  under 
the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  i)rovost -marshal's  department,  the  mil- 
itary only  being  auxiliary,  and  to  be  used  when  the  necessity  arises, 
on  requisitions  of  the  acting  assistant  provost-marshal-general  or  the 
governor  of  the  State.  No  trouble  has  occurred  in  Iowa  about  drafts 
heretofore  made,  nor  is  there,  in  my  opinion,  any  sufficient  ground  for 
apprehension  now.  However  that  may  be,  your  proper  course  is  to 
communicate  with  the  acting  assistant  provost-marshal-general,  Major 
Duncan,  and  the  governor  of  the  State,  and,  if  reasonable  grounds  are 
found  to  exist  for  alarm,  to  ascertain  from  them  i)recisely  the  means  at 
their  command  to  enforce  the  draft;  and,  if  these  means  be  not  suf- 
ficient, to  designate  precisely  the  force  needed  and  the  point  where  it 
will  be  required.  It  will  then  be  time  enough  to  act,  bearing  in  mind 
always  that  you  are  only  furnishing  military  aid  on  requisition  of 
proper  officials,  and  by  no  means  originating  measures  of  security 
yourself  for  the  protection  of  these  officers  in  their  duties.  My  belief 
is,  from  my  own  knowledge  of  the  governor  of  Iowa,  that  you  will  find 
him  prepared  for  any  such  emergency  as  you  suggest,  and  that  his 
militia  is  so  well  organized  as  to  [be]  efficient  and  sufficient.  At  all 
events,  before  moving  in  the  matter,  I  desire  written  statements  of  the 
necessity  for  calling  troops  from  the  frontier  at  this  time  for  such  a 
purpose,  and  a  requisition  therefor  from  Majjor  Duncan,  acting  assist- 
ant provost-marshal-general  for  Iowa. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  POPE, 
Ma,jor- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milwaukee,  January  12,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Sdlly, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Dubuque,  loioa: 
General:  Your  dispatch  and  letter  to  Col.  P.  Myers,  chief  quarter- 
master of  this  department,  in  relation  to  seizing  trains  of  the  Illinois 
Central  Eailroad,  and  asking  that  locomotives  be  seized  on  the  roads 
in  this  State  and  sent  down  to  be  used  on  the  Illinois  Central  road, 
have  been  laid  before  me.  No  railroads,  even  within  the  limits  of  your 
own  command  and  for  troops  within  your  jurisdiction,  should  ever  be 
seized  except  under  the  gravest  necessity.  Still  less  is  it  justifiable 
for  you  to  seize  cars  and  railroads  lying  within  the  limits  of  another 
department  and  for  transporting  forage  for  troops  far  removed  from 
your  jurisdiction.  If  tlie  necessity  really  exists,  proper  representations 
to  that  eflect  should  be  made  by  the  proper  ofBcer  sending  or  ordering 
forward  this  forage  to  these  headquarters  for  any  railroad  property 
lying  within  the  department  limits.  Railroads  in  Illinois  are  neither 
within  your  jurisdiction  nor  mine,  and  I  would  never  think  of  seizing 
them  or  any  of  their  stock  without  orders  from  the  War  Department 
or  some  superior  authority.    I  know  nothing  of  the  necessities  of  the 
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quartermaster  in  Saint  Louis  nor  of  the  troops  to  whom  he  is  sending 
forage.  If  an  absolute  necessity  exists  for  seizing  railroad  traius  in 
Illinois  it  can  be  done  through  proper  application  of  the  quartermas- 
ter in  Saint  Louis  to  Major-General  Hooker,  commanding  Northern 
Department,  or  the  district  commander  in  Illinois.  I  do  not  quite 
understand,  what  connection  there  can  be  between  yourself  and  the 
quartermaster  in  Saint  Louis  in  relation  to  sending  forage  to  Cairo,  nor 
does  it  seem  to  me  that  seizing  trains  is  either  the  quickest  or  easiest 
method  of  transporting  supplies.  There  is  no  doubt  that  a  railroad 
company  can,  under  its  proper  ofticers,  get  forward  supplies  more  safely 
and  faster  than  can  be  done  by  military  officers  seizing  cars  and  roads 
and  undertaking  to  do  it  themselves.  You  will  please,  therefore,  seize 
neither  railroads  nor  cars  beyond  the  limits  of  your  command  nor  for 
the  supply  of  troops  outside  of  this  department  without  authority  from 
these  headquarters.  Any  requisiticms  made  upon  you  for  such  pur- 
poses by  quartermasters  or  other  officers  not  under  your  own  immediate 
conimand  yon  will  please  refer  to  these  headquarters  for  action.  If 
orders  are  sent  you  to  seize  trains,  «&.c.,  by  authority  superior  to  that  of 
this  department,  you  will  notify  these  headquarters  by  telegraph. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


CiKOULAK  Letter.]  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  13,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith, 

Special  Commissioner,  &c..  New  Orleans: 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  having  been  appointed  by 
Executive  order,  dated  December  10,  1864,  and  by  War  Department 
order,  dated  December  12,  18C4,  a  special  commissioner  to  inspect  and 
report  upon  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the  Military  Division  of  West 
Mississippi,  all  officers  within  the  limits  of  this  command  are  hereby 
directed  to  furnish  to  General  Smith  or  any  of  the  following-named 
officers  of  his  staff,  whenever  ordered  by  him  to  perform  special  inspec- 
tions, every  facility  required  for  that  purpose,  and  all  pickets,  guards, 
and  patrols  will  pass  these  officers  within  or  without  the  lines  at  any 
and  all  times  until  further  orders:  Lieut.  Col.  N.  Bowen,  assistant 
adjutant-general;  Capt.  J.  J.  Van  Horn,  aide  de-camp;  Bvt.  Capt. 
G.  W.  Dresser,  acting  aide-de-camp;  Lieut.  E.  A.  Duer,  aide-de-camp. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Canby  : 

C.  T.  CHRISTElsrSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  Lieut.  Col.  N.  Bowen,  Capt.  J.  J.  Van  Horn,  Bvt.  Capt. 
G.  W.  Dresser,  and  Lieut.  E.  A.  Duer.) 


Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Office  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  13,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  state- 
ment of  the  information  received  at  this  office  this  13th  day  of  January, 
1865:  A  report  from  Lieut.  Milton  J.  Eoberts,  headquarters  District  of 
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West  Florida,  Barrancas,  December  30,  18G4,  and  January  6, 1865 — Miss 
Conway  left  Blakely,  Ala.,  December  25,  18G4.  Four  miles  east  of 
Perdido  Mills  at  that  time  were  tbree  regiments  of  infantry  and  two 
battalions  of  cavalry,  with  one  piece  of  artillery.  They  had  three 
pontoon  bridges.  General  Ideli  |Liddell]  was  in  command.  They  were 
expecting  three  battalions  of  cavalry  that  afternoon.  It  was  rumored 
in  the  rebel  camp  that  it  was  intended  to  attack  Barrancas  and  capture 
the  deserters  (First  Florida  Cavalry),  obtain  provisions,  and  destroy 
the  negro  troops.  A  colored  man  who  came  within  our  lines  on  the 
4th  instant  from  Blakely,  Ala.,  reports  2,000  infantry  and  100  cavalry 
at  that  place,  commanded  by  General  Idell  [LiddellJ. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  M.  EATON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi. 


Special  Ordees,  )        Hdqks.  Department  op  the  Gulf, 

No.  13.  )  liew  Orleans,  January  13,  1865. 

1.  To  carry  out  the  provisions  of  extract  7  of  Special  Orders,  No. 
12,  current  series,  from  the  headquarters  Military  Division  of  West 
Mississippi,  Company  E,  First  Texas  Cavalry  (late  General  Hamilton's 
body  guard),  is  relieved  from  duty  in  the  Defenses  of  New  Orleans  and 
will  without  delay  proceed  to  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  and  will  be  reported  to 
Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  Bailey,  commanding  the  Cavalry  Division,  Depart- 
ment of  the  Gulf.  The  quartermaster's  dejiartment  will  furnish  the 
necessary  transi)ortation. 

2.  The  First  Company  Pontoniers,  having  completed  the  service  to 
which  it  was  assigned  by  extract  4  of  Special  Orders,  No.  314,  series 
of  18G4,  from  these  headquarters,  will  be  reported  to  the  acting  chief 
engineer  of  the  department. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Hurlbut: 

C.  S.  SARGENT, 
First  Lieut.,  Second  Louisiana  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Special  Orders,  )       Hdqrs.  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

No.  11.  S  New  Orleans,  January  13,  1865. 

1.  The  detachments  of  Seventy-seventh  IT.  S.  Colored  Infantry  and 
Tenth  U.  S.  Colored  Heavy  Artillery,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Street,  having  reported  at  these  headquarters,  pursuant  to  Special 
Orders,  No.  5,  current  series,  from  headquarters  District  of  West 
Florida  and  South  Alabama,  will  take  post  as  follows:  Companies  F 
and  K,  Seventy-seventh  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  at  Chalmette:  Coin- 
pauy  H,  Seventy-seventh  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  and  the  companies  of 
the  Tenth  U.  S.  Colored  Heavy  Artillery  will  resume  their  former 
stations. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Sherman : 

FREDERIC  SPEED, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Lewisbukg,  January  13,  1865—10.30  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Eeynolds, 

, Little  Rock: 
General  :  The  expedition  for  south  side  of  river  left  here  at  10  o'clock 
last  night  and  would  land  above  the  Petit  Jean  between  3  and  4  this 
a.  m.  Last  night  received  dispatches  from  Captain  Hamilton,  at  JSTor- 
ristown.  He  reports  the  enemy  in  force  at  Boggs'  Mill  and  Eocky  Cross- 
ing, on  the  Petit  Jean,  with  patrols  to  Dardanelle.  With  the  exception 
of  two  companies  of  guerrillas  between  Dover  and  mouth  of  Piney,  there 
is  no  force  of  the  enemy  on  north  side  of  river.  This  a.  m.  sent  Lieu- 
tenant Winslow  with  ten  men  to  meet  two  independent  companies  near 
Kussellville  to  go  through  to  the  Piney  to  break  up  three  flats  reported 
secreted  there  to  be  used  crossing  the  river,  and  clear  the  guerrillas 
from  river  at  that  point.  With  Lieutenant  Winslow  sent  duplicate  of 
your  dispatch  to  General  Thayer  to  deliver  to  Colonel  Judson.  I  sent 
request  to  the  latter  to  cross  to  south  side  of  river  two  regiments  of 
infantry  and  section  of  artillery  and  meet  me  at  IJardanelle.  Will  try 
and  get  steamer  through  for  him  to  cross.  Eiver  at  a  stand.  Train 
of  100  wagons  was  to  leave  Port  Smith  on  the  10th  instant. 
EespectfuUy, 

A.  H.  EYAIS^, 

Colonel. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Bock,  Arh.,  January  13, 1865. 
Col.  A.  H.  Eyan, 

Lewisburg : 

Telegram  received.    Dispositions  approved.    Continue  to  communi- 
cate freely. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Eeynolds : 

JOHN  LEVEEING, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Mississippi, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  January  13, 1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi : 
I  have  good  informatfon  that  Hood's  headquarters  are  at  Columbus, 
Miss.  He  has  furloughed  most  of  his  men  till  the  25th  or  30th  of  this 
month.  Forrest  is  at  Tupelo,  and  has  furloughed  his  West  Teunes- 
seeans  and  Mississippians,  toenablethem  to  trade  in  cotton  and  procure 
supplies.  These  commanders  were  forced  to  these  measures  in  order 
to  leed  their  troops,  owing  to  the  destruction  of  their  communications. 
EespectfuUy, 

N.  J.  T.  DANA, 

Major-General. 


[January  13,  1865. — For  Dana  to  George  H.  Thomas,  in  regard  to 
operations  of  Hood's  army,  see  Vol.  XLV,  Part  II,  p.  585.J 
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Headquartees  Depaktment  of  Mississippi, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  January  13,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Washburn, 

Commanding  District  of  Vicksburg: 
Generax,  :  Your  comnmuicatiou  of  9tli  instant  was  received  this  a.  m. 
announcing-  the  arrival  of  the  advance  of  900  cavalry  sent  from  Baton 
Eouge.  You  will  detain  the  cavalry  at  Vicksburg  to  await  orders,  and 
provide  and  hold  in  readiness  transports  sufficient  to  move  them  at 
an  hour's  notice.  You  will  also  send  forward  immediately  a  rei)ort  of 
force,  showing  the  number  and  kind  of  arms,  amount  of  ammunition  on 
hand,  &c. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  N.  J.  T.  Dana: 

F.  W.  FOX, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Patterson,  Mo.,  January  13, 1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Hiller  : 

The  scout  has  got  in  from  Logan  Creek,  and  report  nothing  out  there. 
Captain  Pratt  was  there  New  Year's,  and  staid  until  the  6th  of  this 
month  and  then  left  south.  Got  one  or  two  horses  that  I  need  for  my 
scouts  to  ride. 

B.  H.  BOSTWICK, 
Captain,  Seventh  Kansas  Cavalry  Volunteers,  Commanding  Post. 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  January  13, 1865. 
Col.  John  F.  Philips, 

Warrenshurg  : 
A  small  scouting  party  of  my  men  came  across  90  or  100  guerrillas 
near  Lexington.    They  went  into  the  Sni  Hills.    The  lieutenant's  force 
was  too  small  to  attack  them. 

CHESTEE   HARDING,  Jr., 
Colonel  Forty-third  Missouri  Vols.,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  District  of  Upper  Arkansas, 

No.  6.  j  Fort  Riley,  Kans.,  January  13,  1865. 

1.  Company  L,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry,  will  proceed  without  delay 
to  Fort  Ellsworth,  Kans.,  on  the  crossing  of  the  Smoky  Hill  Eiver, 
reporting  upon  arrival  to  the  commanding  officer  of  that  post  for  duty. 
They  will  take  with  them  all  their  cami)  and  garrison  equipage  and 
five  days'  rations. 

By  order  of  Col.  James  H.  Ford : 

J.  E.  TAPPAN, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Kansas, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  January  13,  1865. 
Colonel  Moonlight, 

Denver : 

Fort  Lyon  and  vicinity  is  attached  to  your  district  command. 

S.  E.  CURTIS, 

Major-General, 
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Headquarters  Department  of  Kansas, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  January  13, 1865. 
Col.  Thomas  Moonlight, 

Commanding  District  of  Colorado: 
Colonel,  :  I  clip  a  scrap  from  the  Intelligencer  of  the  7th,  which  is 
probably  a  part  of  the  occasion  of  General  Halleck's  order  concerning 
an  investigation  of  the  conduct  of  Colonel  Chivington.  I  suppose  a 
commission  of  ofBcers  better  be  ordered,  and  have  so  telegraphed  you. 
I  have  also  attached  Fort  Lyon  to  your  command,  so  as  to  accommodate 
the  matter.  If  the  colonel  did  attack  that  camp,  knowing  it  to  be 
under  the  instructions  of  the  commander  at  Lyon,  or  the  Indian  agent, 
he  committed  a  grave  error,  and  may  have  very  much  embarrassed  our 
Indian  affairs.  But  I  have  written  General  Halleck  that  such  reports 
must  be  taken  with  great  allowance.  I  desire  that  a  fair  and  full 
exposure  of  the  facts  be  made.  Major  McNutt  is  absent,  and  I  cannot 
therefore  get  his  order  concerning  arms;  but  if  a  great  necessity  arises, 
I  trust  you  will  order  the  ordnance  officer  to  issue,  and  he  must  act 
upon  your  order,  in  view  of  the  necessity,  and  he  will  be  justified.  I 
suppose  the  destitution  of  the  Indians  more  than  anything  else  makes 
them  desperate.  I  am  trying  to  procure  more  troops  to  send  out  on  the 
plains,  but  make  but  poor  headway  so  far.  You  must  do  the  best  you 
can  with  your  force  to  keep  the  lines  open  and  protection  of  the  settle- 
ments, and  I  will  be  busy  trying  to  support  you. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

S.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-General. 

[luclosure.] 

The  massoicre  of  Indians  in  Colorado. 

A  letter  from  Major  OoUey,  U.  S.  Indian  agent,  is  as  follows : 

December  20, 1864. 
I  was  in  hopes  our  Indian  troubles  were  over.  I  had  250  lodges  near 
this  place  under  my  protection  and  that  of  Fort  Lyon.  All  the  chiefs 
and  their  families  were  In  camp  and  doing  all  they  could  to  protect  the 
whites  and  keep  the  peace,  when  Colonel  Chivington  marched  from 
Denver,  surprised  the  village,  killed  oue-half  of  them,  all  the  women  and 
children,  and  then  returned  to  Denver.  Few  if  any  white  men  can  now 
live  if  an  Indian  can  kill  them.  Fort  Lyon  is  on  the  direct  road  from 
the  States  to  Santa  F6,  and  the  commerce  of  the  plains  is  millions  each 
year.  Chivington  took  600  ponies,  which  were  loaded  down  jj^ith 
plunder,  on  his  return. 


Kearny,  January  13,  1865. 

Colonel  Moonlight, 

Denver  : 
Troops  are  concentrating  at  Fort  Cottonwood ;  but  fifteen  dismounted 
remain  at  Julesburg.     General  Mitchell  is,  or  will  be,  at  Cottonwood. 

F.  A.  Mcdonald, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Middle  Department, 

January  14,  1865. 
Lieut.  Geu.  U  S.  Grant, 

City  Point,  Va. : 
Dear  General:  I  had  a  visit  yesterday  from  a  Mr.  S.  S.  Brown, 
formerly  a  schoolmate  of  mine  iu  Indiana,  now  a  Texas  refugee  resid- 
ing near  Monterey,  Mexico.  Feeling  assured  of  his  reliability,  but  with- 
out giving  him  any  idea  of  what  was  in  contemplation,  I  drew  from  him 
a  great  deal  of  information  about  transactions  in  Matamoras,  which  at 
my  suggestion  he  summed  up  iu  the  inclosed  note.  You  will  not  fail, 
I  know,  to  appreciate  his  first  sentence,  wherein  he  describes  the  use 
the  rebels  are  making  of  that  city.  There  was  one  point  in  his  con- 
versation to  which  he  reverted  several  times,  and  which  was  suggestive 
of  a  new  idea.  It  was  that  if  overtures  were  now  made  to  them  he 
believed  the  rebel  soldiery  in  Western  Texas,  particularly  those  at 
Brownsville,  would  gladly  unite  with  us  and  cross  the  river  under  the 
Juarez  flag.  This  belief  he  based  upon  the  great  disheartenment  that 
prevailed  all  through  the  regions  west  of  the  Mississippi.  Altogether, 
his  remarks  upon  this  point  made  a  strong  impression  upon  me. 
Recurring  to  my  past  letters,  the  greater  coiiveniency  of  the  route  by 
the  way  of  Brazos  is  self-apparent.  Belbre  deciding  anything  I  sub- 
mit to  you,  therefore,  if  it  is  not  best  to  let  me  go  and  take  a  look  at  it 
and  see  exactly  what  obstacles  are  in  the  way  and  how  they  may  be 
removed,  if  at  all.  The  adoption  of  the  Juarez  flag  on  the  bank  of  the 
Rio  Grande  as  the  basis  of  a  compromise  would  stagger  the  rebellion 
next  to  the  giving  in  of  the  State  of  Georgia.  It  is  worth  a  trial,  any- 
how. While  Blair  and  Singleton  are  in  Richmond,  let  me,  from  Brazos, 
upon  my  own  authority,  invite  the  commandant  of  Brownsville  to  an 
interview  on  the  old  battle-field  of  Palo  Alto.  If  the  man's  a  soldier 
I'll  wager  you  a  month's  pay  that  I  win  and  that  Blair  and  company 
lose.  You  know  how  to  get  me  there— an  order  to  make  an  inspection 
of  affairs  on  the  Rio  Grande  will  do  so.  Such  information  as  Brown's 
will,  I  think,  fully  justify  examination.  If  it  be  found  true,  you  may 
be  in  position,  on  report  of  the  facts,  to  send  me  troops  to  smother  the 
Brownsville-Matamoras  trade.  Then  it  will  be  my  own  fault  if  I  don't 
get  the  arms  through.  Such  an  inspection  ought  not  to  consume  more 
than  a  month.  If  you  say  so,  McCook,  who  is  now  here,  can  take  care 
of  my  department  until  results  are  had.  If  you  send  me  I  will  at  least 
put  you  in  possession  of  the  situation  in  that  region  and  test  fully  the 
virtue  of  the  rebel  commandant  at  Brownsville.  If  I  win  him  to  my 
views  all  the  bad  luck  will  be  to  Maximilian.  The  handwriting  of  my 
friend  Brown  is  so  execrable  that  to  save  you  trouble  I  have  illustrated 
it  with  pencil  interlineations.  Finally,  general,  if  you  think  me  persist- 
ent in  the  Mexican  idea,  please  ascribe  it  to  yourself.  "  Hold  on  "  is  the 
lesson  you  are  constantly  teaching  us.  Had  Butler  served  under  you 
as  some  of  the  rest  of  us  have  he  wouldn't  have  left  Fort  FisTier 
Very  truly,  your  friend, 

LEW.  WALLACE, 

Major-General. 

[Inclosnre,] 

Coleman's  Eutaw  House, 

Baltimore,  January  13,  1865. 
Major-General  Wallace: 

Dear  Sir  :  In  reply  to  yoiir  favor  of  this  date  I  would  say  that 
Matamoras  is  to  the  rebellion  west  of  the  Mississippi  what  New  York 
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is  to  the  United  States — its  great  commercial  and  financial  center, 
feeding  and  clothing  the  rebellion,  arming  and  equipping,  furnishing  it 
materials  of  war  and  a  specie  basis  of  circulation  in  Texas  that  has 
almost  entirely  displaced  Confederate  paper.  But  it  is  not  alone  the 
trans  Mississippi.  The  entire  Confederate  Government  is  greatly  sus- 
tained by  resources  from  this '  post.  In  regard  to  feeling  of  Mexican 
citizens  and  soldiers,  they  are,  for  the  time  being,  simulated  toward 
and  in  favor  of  the  French.  But  they  are,  to  a  man,  at  heart  bitterly 
oi>posed  to  the  French,  and  I  am  under  the  impression  that  by  judi- 
cious manipulation,  and  could  they  be  properly  approached,  they  would, 
in  opposition  to  foreign  intervention,  rally  under  the  Stars  and  Stripes. 
I  shall  any  time  be  glad  to  give  you  collected  facts  in  regard  to  it 
further. 

Yours,  in  haste, 

S.  S.  BEOWN. 


Hdqes.  Milixaey  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Office  of  the  Chief  SiONAi  Opficee, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  Januarg  14, 1865. 


Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi: 
Colonel  :  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  information  received  at  this  office  this  14th  day  of 
January,  1865:  A  report  from  Maj.  George  Webster,  Pass  Manchac, 
La.,  January  12,  1865 — Eefugees  give  information  that  Eob  Hunter 
with  fifty  or  sixty  men  is  on  the  Amite  Eiver.  At  Mandeville,  on 
Lake  Pontchartrain,  Captain  Eobinson,  of  Colonel  Scott's  command,  is 
stationed.  Lieutenant  Brinsmaid  is  there  as  conscription  agent.  An 
agent  of  the  Confederate  States  visits  that  place  or  Madisonville  occa- 
sionally to  purchase  clothing,  &c.,  for  that  Government. 

i  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  M.  EATOlSr, 
Gapt.  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi. 


Special  Orders,  )     War  Dbpt.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  22.  )  Washington,  January  14, 1865. 

*  #  *  »  »  *  * 

43.  Surg.  Henry  Buckmaster,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  relieved  from  duty 
as  medical  director.  Department  of  Kansas,  and  will  report  in  person 
without  delay  to  Major-General  Dodge,  commanding  Department  of  the 
Missouri,  for  assignment  to  duty. 

44.  Surg.  S.  B.  Davis,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  assigned  to  duty 
as  medical  director.  Department  of  Kansas,  and  will  report  in  person 
without  delay  to  Major-General  Curtis,  commanding  Department  of 
Kansas. 

53.  Brig.  Gen.  A.  L.  Lee,  TJ.  S.  Volunteers,  having  complied  with  tel- 
egraphic orders  of  the  7th  instant.,  confirmed  in  Special  Orders,  No.  17, 
January  11, 1865,  from  this  office,  will  proceed  without  delay  to  join  his 
proper  command  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf. 

*»***■-* 

33  R  K— vol  XLVIII,  PT  I 
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58.  Capt.  Elisha  W.  Tarlton,  Third  TJ.  S.  Cavalry,  will  report  in  person 
without  delay  to  the  commanding  general  Department  of  Arkansas  for 
duty,  to  relieve. Capt.  James  E.  Harrison,  Fifth  U.  S.  Cavalry,  m  his 
duties  as  special  inspector  of  cavalry  for  that  department. 

Captain  Harrison  on  being  relieved  will  report  in  person  without  delay 
to  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  for  assignment  to  duty  as 
special  inspector  of  cavalry  for  the  Military  Division  of  West  Missis- 
sippi. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 
^  W.  A.  NICHOLS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Okdeks,  )  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  op  West  Mississippi, 

No.  14.  )  Jfew  Orleans,  La.,  January  14,  1865. 

******* 

3.  Capt.  F.  W.  Emery,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  volunteers,  is 

hereby  relieved  from  the  operations  of  Special  Orders,  No.  6,  paragraph 

3,  current  series,  from  these  headquarters,  and  is  assigned  to  duty  with 

the  commanding  general  District  of  West  Florida  and  South  Alabama. 

******* 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  R.  S.  Canby: 

C.  T.  CHEISTENSEN, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Gtjlf, 

No.  14.  J  New  Orleans,  January  14,  1865. 

******* 

8,  The  four  companies  at  Plaquemine,  La.,  and  the  six  companies  at 
Morganza,  La.,  of  the  Ninety-ninth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  will,  on  the 
arrival  of  transportation,  proceed  to  Tortugas,  Fla.,  and  will  be  reported 
to  Brig.  Gen.  John  Newton,  commanding  the  District  of  Key  West  and 
Tortugas,  for  orders.  The  commanding  oflScers  at  Morganza  and  of  the 
Defenses  of  New  Orleans  will  relieve  all  oificers  and  enlisted  men  of  the 
Ninety-ninth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry  detailed  within  the  limits  of  their 
commands.  The  quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  the  necessary 
transportation. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Hurlbnt: 

C.  S.  SARGENT, 
First  Lieut.,  Second  Louisiana  VoU.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

New  Orleans,  January  14,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  T.  W,  Sherman, 

Commanding  Defenses  of  New  Orleans : 
General  :  I  desire,  for  the  reasons  expressed  in  Captain  Walker's 
report  of  special  inspection,  that  the  Eighteenth  New  York  Cavalry  be 
removed  from  the  La  Fourche  District  and  concentrated  either  at  the 
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Cavalry  Camp  of  Instruction  or  elsewhere  under  your  control  for  organ- 
ization and  discipline.  I  am  also  satisfied  that  the  post  at  Plaquemine 
should  be  broken  up.  If  necessary  to  keep  a  garrison  in  that  neighbor- 
hood I  think  it  should  be  at  Bayou  Goula.  It  is  General  Canby's  desire 
to  cut  the  posts  down  in  number  and  garrison  and  add  all  possible  to 
the  movable  force.  Let  me  know  what  points  you  consider  most  impor- 
tant to  be  held  by  garrison  with  works  for  cover;  what  regiments  can 
in  this  way  best  be  concentrated  and  prepared  for  field  duty. 
By  command  of  Major-Geueral  Hurlbut : 

JOS.  HIBBEUT,  Je., 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )       Hdqrs.  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

No.  12.  )  New  Orleans,  January  14, 1865. 

♦  ♦»»*«• 

2.  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  Street,  Seventy-seventh  IT.  S.  Colored  Infantry, 
will  relieve  Captain  Eobinson  in  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  forces  on 
Lake  Pontchartrain. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Sherman: 

FEEDEEIC  SPEED, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Little  Rock,  January  14, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleok, 

Chief  of  Staff,  U.  S.  Armies,  Washington,  D.  G. : 
Dispatches  from  General  Thayer  received  on  12th  up  to  9th  instant. 
Part  of  his  force  was  still  at  Fort  Smith,  which  had  not  been  evacuated. 
The  troops  at  Clarksville  will  return,  except  three  regiments  of  col- 
ored troops,  which  are  ordered  to  Little  Kock,  where  it  is  proposed 
to  concentrate  all  the  colored  troops  of  the  department,  except  those  at 
Helena.  Orders  to  reoccupy  Fort  Smith  left  here  on  the  11th  instant 
by  telegraph  to  Lewisburg,  and  thence  by  carrier.  Three  steamers  have 
been  sent  to  Fort  Smith  with  supplies.  They  passed  Dardanelle  to-day. 
There  is  a  force  of  rebels  on  south  side  of  the  river  in  the  vicinity  of 
Dardanelle.  Dispositions  have  been  made  that  it  is  believed  will  pro- 
tect the  boats  in  going  up.  The  Arkansas  Eiver  is  in  good  boating 
order  at  present,  and  if  it  continues  so  supplies  will  be  pushed  to  Fort 
Smith.  The  garrisons  of  Fort  Smith  and  dependencies  cannot  and  have 
not  aftbrded  protection  to  citizens  outside  the  picket-lines,  and  will  not 
be  able  to  do  any  more  hereafter.  In  future  operations  expected  of  this 
department  it  is  respectfully  suggested  that  the  War  Department  will 
not  count  upon  these  garrisons  for  anything.  They  are  a  dead  weight 
upon  this  department.  The  Arkansas  Eiver  now  promises  to  aftbrd 
more  facilities  than  it  has  during  the  war,  and  if  it  continues  navigable 
we  will  endeavor  to  throw  a  year's  supply  of  provisions  into  Fort  Smith. 
Five  thousand  animals  have  died  there  for  want  of  forage.  These  posts 
cannot  afford  the  least  protection  to  Kansas  or  Missouri.  They  have 
been  sustained  at  enormous  cost,  but  will  be  reoccupied  and  held. 

J.  J.  EEYNOLDS, 

Major- General. 

(Copy  furnished  General  Canby  January  19.) 
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[Indorsement.*] 

Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Neic  Orleans^  January  28, 1865. 
Eespectfully  forwarded. 

I  apprehend  great  difSculty  in  supplying  Fort  Smith  from  Little  Eock 
during  the  winter.  Besides  the  official  reports  I  have  a  personal  knowl- 
edge of  the  character  of  the  roads  on  both  banks  of  the  river,  both  in 
summer  and  in  winter.  Ten  years  ago  I  made,  under  the  orders  of  the 
Secretary  of  "War,  an  examination  into  the  value  of  the  Arkansas  and 
Eed  Elvers  as  a  means  of  supplying  the  posts  on  the  southwestern  and 
Texas  frontiers.  Neither  of  them  can  be  relied  on.  I  have  known  the 
Arkansas  for  two  consecutive  seasons  to  be  of  no  value  except  as  a 
draining  ditch.  The  land  route  from  Fort  Leavenworth  is  still  more 
difficult  than  that  from  Little  Eock.  The  garrison  of  Fort  Smith  will 
be  reduced  as  far  as  it  can  be  with  safety. 

E.  E.  S.  CANBY, 
Major-_General,  Commanding. 


General,  Orders,  )      Hdqrs.  Department  op  Arkansas, 

No.  6.  )  Little  Bode,  Arlc.,  January  Id,  1865. 

Satisfactory  evidence  has  been  received  at  these  headquarters  that 
there  are  persons  living  within  our  lines  and  enjoying  the  protection  of 
the  national  forces  who  have  declined  to  declare  their  adherence  to  the 
Government.  The  public  safety  and  simple  justice  to  loyal  people 
demand  that  this  state  of  things  should  not  exist,  and  it  is  hereby 
announced  for  the  guidance  of  all  concerned  that  such  persons  will 
not  be  permitted  to  remain  within  the  lines  of  national  military  occupa- 
tion in  this  department.  It  is  therefore  ordered  that  books  shall  be 
kept  in  the  offices  of  all  provost-marshals  of  posts  in  this  department, 
where  shall  be  registered  the  names  of  all  persons  who  avail  themselves 
of  the  privilege  hereby  offered  of  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  All 
who  decline  will  be  seut  beyond  our  lines.  Persons  whose  declarations 
are  now  on  record  are  excepted.  The  commanding  officers  of  posts  are 
charged  with  the  execution  of  this  order. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Eeynolds: 

JOHN  LEVEEING, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Lewisbtjrg,  January  14,  1865—5.50  p.  m 
Major-General  Eeynolds,  Little  Rock : 

The  fleet  passed  Dardanelle  safely  at  10  a.  m.  Major  Jenks  is  at 
Dardanelle.  Tlie  rebels  remained  near  Eocky  Crossing.  At  3  p.  m. 
cannonading  was  heard  in  direction  left  of  Dardanelle. 

A.  H.  ETAN, 
Colonel. 

General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Indian  Brigade, 

No.  4.  {  Fort  Gibson,  C.  W.,  January  14,  1865. 

The  colonel  commanding  having  been  directed  to  take  such  steps  and 
make  such  regulations  as  will  protect  the  just  rights  of  the  Indian  peo- 
ple, it  is  hereby  ordered : 

I.  That  all  parties  having  any  lawful  right  to  be  in  or  purchase  stock 
in  the  Indian  Nation  shall  report  to  headquarters  at  Fort  Gibson  as  a 

*  On  Canby's  copy. 
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preliminary  step.  Aud  whether  the  purchaser  be  a  contractor  or  other 
person  all  sales  or  transfers  must  be  examined  and  approved  at  Fort 
Gibson,  first  by  the  Indian  authorities;  second  by  the  provost-mar- 
shal. All  persons  found  driving  or  in  possession  of  stock  that  has  not 
been  properly  obtained  shall  be  arrested  and  punished  as  thieves, 
(Nothing  herein  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  legitimate  transactions 
among  the  Indians  themselves,  legal  residents  of  the  nation,  but  in 
the  absence  of  other  authority  all  complaints  of  such  sales,  as  of  any 
other  police  case,  may  be  adjudicated  by  the  provost-marshal.) 

II.  Lieut.  Houston  Benge,  provost- marshal,  is  directed  to  see  that  no 
disloyal  person  is  permitted  to  buy  or  sell  anything  at  Fort  Gibson; 
and  he  is  further  charged  with  making  a  perfect  record  of  all  cattle 
butchered,  transferred,  driven,  or  sold,  with  a  description  of  age,  size, 
and  color  (range  and  owners),  in  addition  to  marks  and  brands.  This 
record  shall  be  open  to  inspection.  The  Indian  authorities  will  be  fur- 
nished e^ery  facility  for  making  a  similar  record  by  all  officers,  soldiers, 
or  attaches  of  this  command.  The  provost-marshal  is  charged  to  see 
that  cattle  shall  be  sold  only  by  owners  or  legal  representatives.  No 
bill  of  sale,  voucher,  or  account  shall  be  paid  until  a  record  of  the 
transaction  is  made.  All  persons  here  under  cover  of  the  army  are 
warned  that  the  legitimate  rights  of  the  Indians  are  to  be  interfered 
with  just  as  little  as  possible. 

III.  Attention  is  called  to  orders  of  the  War  Department  in  reference 
to  contraband  stock.  All  stock  the  property  of  persons  now  rebels  or 
in  arms  or  aiding  or  abetting  the  enemies  of  the  Government  is  only 
known  as  contraband  of  war  until  its  ownership  be  determined  by  com- 
petent authority,  and  no  contractor  is  permitted  to  obtain  possession 
of  it.  When  necessary  to  use  it  or  expedient  to  drive  it  from  the  enemy 
it  can  only  be  butchered  for  the  troops  by  the  troops  and  in  every 
instance  as  carefully  and  fully  accounted  for  as  other  property.  In  case 
of  necessity  it  may  be  furnished  to  agents  to  feed  refugees,  on  triplicate 
receipts,  showing  that  it  is  contraband  property  and  the  exact  amount, 
a  copy  being  furnished  to  the  head  of  the  department  to  which  it  is 
thus  transferred. 

IV.  Officers,  soldiers,  and  attaches  of  this  command  are  ordered  to 
furnish  all  facilities  within  their  power,  compatible  with  the  interests 
of  the  service,  to  the  agents  or  representatives  of  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment (now  with  this  command)  in  the  exercise  of  their  legitimate  func- 
tions. 

V.  Detachments  in  the  field,  escort  for  trains,  and  commands  in 
transitu  cannot  be  permitted  to  kill  stock  as  they  have  been  doing. 
There  is  a  legitimate  mode  of  supplying  all  troops.  When  it  is  neces- 
sary to  take  and  kill  beef,  hogs,  or  take  forage,  the  commanding  offi- 
cer (or  proper  disbursing  officer,  if  there  is  one  with  the  party)  is 
charged  with  seeing  that  such  supplies  are  economically  used  and 
properly  expended.  Any  officer  so  taking,  or  permitting  his  men  to 
take,  shall  be  held  as  a  disbursing  officer  for  the  time,  and  must  make 
his  returns  of  the  property  to  the  disbursing  officer  from  whom  he 
receives  such  supplies,  so  that  they  can  be  correctly  accounted  for  and 
paid  or  borne  as  property  contraband ;  and  in  addition  to  his  reports 
he  is  hereby  directed  to  furnish  an  exact  list  of  cattle  killed  or  property 
taken  (whether  he  find  an  owner  or  not)  to  the  provost-marshal  at  Fort 
Gibson,  describing  the  same  so  that  they  can  be  identified,  and  shall 
report  where  they  were  taken.  All  officers  who  fail  to  do  this,  on  the 
proper  evidence,  the  provost-marshal  shall  refer  the  matter  to  the 
commanding  officer,  who  placed  him  in  the  field,  for  adjudication,  and 
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on  neglect  to  do  so,  after  proper  time  for  its  prompt  settlement,  shall 
forward  certified  accounts  of  the  property  taken  to  the  chief  quarter- 
master or  commissary  of  his  department. 

VI.  No  person  can  be  permitted  to  drive  herds  of  stock  through  the 
Indian  Nation  until  aa  exact  description  of  every  head  is  furnished, 
including  marks,  brands,  and  ages,  and  evidence  that  the  property  is 
honestly  obtained,  together  with  security  given  in  sufficient  bond  that 
DO  cattle  shall  be  taken  on  the  way.  Nor  can  any  such  herd  travel  save 
under  the  cognizance  of  a  responsible  military  commander,  with  train 
or  other  escort  and  with  proper  passes.  Actual  citizens  of  the  Indian 
Nation  only  can  be  permitted  to  drive  their  own  stock  out  to  market 
after  having  made  record  of  the  herd  at  Fort  Gibson  and  obtained  per- 
mission from  the  Indian  authorities,  when  he  shall  receive  a  pass  from 
the  provost-marshal,  which  must  accurately  describe  each  head  of 
stock;  and  no  military  commander  with  this  command  shall  assume  to 
give  privileges  to  buy  and  sell. 

VII.  As  the  commanding  officer  has  been  notified  not  to  i^ermit  white 
men  to  obtain  foothold  in  tlie  country  or  be  in  it  but  when  necessarily 
with  the  army,  all  idlers  or  unauthorized  persons  are  notified  to  leave 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  as  they  can  neither  be  tolerated  nor 
subsisted.  Sutlers  or  legitimate  traders  can  be  permitted  to  introduce 
one  clerk  only,  for  whom  they  shall  be  held  responsible. 

VIII.  As  the  increase  of  private  traders'  teams  and  merchandise  has 
become  a  serious  evil,  encumbering  and  exposing  the  Government  trans- 
portation, no  dealer,  sutler,  or  trader,  no  matter  what  his  status,  can 
be  permitted  to  have  more  than  two  teams  with  train  and  escort  for 
this  command.  And  the  attenticm  of  provost-marshals  and  command- 
ers at  other  posts  is  respectfully  invited  to  this  rule.  At  such  times 
as  it  may  appear  to  the  commander  here  in  the  front  that  there  is 
no  danger,  an  addition  of  supplies  or  necessary  articles  for  soldiers 
and  their  families  may  be  allowed  upon  proper  application,  but  never 
to  exceed  at  any  time  five  wagons,  and  that  only  by  special  order, 
which  shall  be  on  record.  No  teams  for  traders  or  sutlers  not  in  the 
nation,  which  have  the  privilege  of  transit  under  orders  from  a  proper 
commander,  shall  be  allowed  to  dispose  of  any  portion  of  their  goods  in 
the  nation.  No  merchandise  or  supplies  of  any  kind  shall  be  furnished 
under  cover  of  this  command  for  the  families  of  men  in  the  rebel  serv- 
ice or  rebel  sympathizers.  Traders  will  be  held  accountable  for  this, 
and  if  there  is  any  violation  proven  against  any  trader  he  shall  be 
forthwith  expelled.  In  addition  to  the  above,  traders  must  advise 
themselves  of,  and  conform  to,  general  army  orders. 

IX.  Officers,  soldiers,  and  attaches  of  the  army  in  the  Indian  Nation 
are  reminded  of  the  fact  that  their  presence  with  the  army  is  for  their 
army  duties,  and  gives  them  no  other  status  in  the  Indian  Nation. 

X.  The  acts  of  Congress  forbidding  the  introduction  of  liquors  will 
be  rigidly  enforced.  Any  person  who  leaves  a  Government  train  en 
route,  except  by  proper  orders,  as  messengers,  shall  be  arrested  and 
punished.  Any  teamster  with  private  team  found  away  from  the  escort 
shall  have  his  team  confiscated.  All  persons  are  warned  from  buyine 
cattle  from  the  Indian  Territory  of  Osages,  Delawares,  or  other  Kansas 
Indians  who  are  employed  to  go  in  and  steal  it,  and  they  and  all 
other  white  men  found  within  the  limits  of  the  Indian  Nation  will  be 
arrested,  under  the  acts  of  Congress,  as  intruders.  All  officers  soldiers 
or  citizens  with  the  army  at  Fort  Gibson  who  witness  any  infraction  of 
the  above  orders,  or  trespass  on  the  rights  of  Indians,  and  fail  promntlv 
to  report  the  same  to  the  provost-marshal,  will  be  considered  and  treated 
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as  accomplices  when  it  shall  be  proven  that  they  have  seen  or  known 
of  the  offense.  The  hearty  co-operation  of  adjoining  commanders  is 
respectfully  solicited  to  aid  in  putting  a  stop  to  evils  so  nefarious  and 
gigantic. 

By  order  of  Col.  William  A.  Phillips: 

WILLIAM  GALLAHER, 
First  Lieut,  and  Adjt.  3d  Indian  Kegt.  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt,  Gen. 


Heabquaeteks  First  Brigade, 

January  14,  1865 — 9.20  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  T.  H.  Harris, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
The  party  ordered  by  the  major-general  commanding  in  pursuit  of 
rebels  who  captured  two  of  our  advanced  picket-posts  this  morning  has 
jnst  returned.  The  officer  in  command  went  to  White's  Siation,  on  the 
Charleston  and  Mobile  Railroad.  Found  fifteen  rebels  there,  who 
escaped  owing  to  the  fleetness  of  their  horses.  Was  told  by  citizens 
that  from  forty  to  fifty  were  seen  there  to-day.  They  belong  to  an 
independent  company.  The  name  of  the  leader  he  could  not  ascertain. 
In  all  probability  they  are  citizens  residing  between  here  and  Collier- 
ville,  and  if  our  pickets  will  not  exercise  due  precaution  they  will  be 
captured  by  detail. 

JOSEPH  KARGE, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Mississippi, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  January  14, 1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Hdqrs.  Mil.  Biv.  of  West  Mississippi,  New  Orleans,  La. : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  letter  from  Maj.  Gen. 
N.  B.  Forrest,  of  the  rebel  aimy,  with  copies  of  his  correspondence 
with  Maj,  Gen.  L.  H.  Rousseau,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  relative  to  the 
exchange  of  prisoners,  received  under  flag  by  Maj.  J.  P.  Strange, 
assistant  adjutant-general  on  General  Forrest's  staff,  with  copy  of  my 
reply,*  to  which  I  request  the  attention  of  the  major-general  command- 
ing division,  and  ask  instructions.  The  report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Grass,  Sixty-first  Illinois  Volunteers,  brought  in  by  Major  Strange,  on 
parole  to  exchange  himself  for  Colonel  Backer,  of  General  Forrest's 
command,  as  to  the  treatment  received  by  himself  and  other  Federal 
prisoners  from  General  Forrest  is  very  gratifying,  and  I  recommend 
that  authority  be  given  me  to  negotiate  for  the  release  of  as  many  of 
our  officers  and  men  held  by  the  rebel  authorities  in  this  part  of  the 
field  as  can  be  arranged  for  on  the  terms  proposed  by  General  Forrest, 
as  I  am  satisfied  our  men  will  experience  much  suffering  from  the  total 
inability  of  the  enemy  to  provide  for  their  bare  necessities,  however 
well  disposed  any  of  their  leaders  may  be. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  J.  T.  DANA, 

Major-  General. 

See  p.  498. 
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Jeffekson  City,  January  14,  1865. 

(Keceived  1.25  a.  m.  15th.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
I  regret  that  I  did  not  pay  my  compliments  to  you  again  in  person 
before  I  left  Washington.  I  preferred  sending  them  by  the  voice  of 
my  people.  My  proclamation  embodying  that  voice  you  will  please 
receive  as  the  compliments  of  free  Missouri  to  a  true  friend,  but  prove 
that  by  deeds,  not  words,  we  signalize  our  deliverance.  I  state  that 
which  all  Missouri  is  this  day  celebrating.  The  legislature  is  in  ses 
sion  and  a  militia  law  is  perfected  which  will  make  us  able  with  but 
little  assistance  to  conquer  and  maintain  peace  in  the  State. 

THOS.  0.  FLETCHEE, 
Governor  of  Free  Missouri. 


Headqxjaeteks  Department  of  the  Missotjbi, 

Saint  Louis,  January  14,  1805. 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Ewing,  Jr., 

Commanding  Saint  Louis  District: 

General  :  I  herewith  inclose  the  report  of  Lieut.  Col.  David  Murphy, 
inspector- general  Saint  Louis  District,  of  the  Third  Sub-District.  M  any 
of  the  facts  stated  in  this  report  need  prompt  attention,  and  officers  who 
neglect  their  duty  in  this  way  must  be  arrested  and  charges  preferred 
or  brought  before  the  examining  board.  The  troops  will  be  concen- 
trated. I  think  the  posts  of  Earmington,  Caledonia,  and  Webster 
should  be  abandoned  and  the  forces  held  on  the  railroad  should  be  suf- 
ficient to  protect  the  important  bridges,  while  all  others  should  be  con- 
centrated at  Pilot  Knob,  Bloomfield,  Patterson,  and  Center ville.  We 
cannot,  with  our  present  force,  protect  every  town  and  village.  Keport 
what  action  you  take  in  this  matter  to  these  headquarters. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

G.  M.  DODGE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

[Incloaure.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Inspector-General's  Office, 
Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  14,  1865. 
Maj.  J.  W.  Barnes, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Department  of  the  Missouri: 
Major:  For  the  information  of  the  major-general  commanding  tUe 
department  the  following  extracts  from  the  letter  of  advice  accom- 
panying the  monthly  inspection  report  of  Lieut.  Col.  David  Murphy, 
inspector.  District  of  Saint  Louis,  for  December,  1864,  are  submitted : 

The  Third  Sub-District  requires  a  regular  overhauling  and  remodeling.  Troops 
are  scattered  all  over  the  country  in  squads  often,  twenty ,  and  thirty  men  in  every 
little  town  and  village  in  the  district.  All  these  posts  have  to  be  supplied  with 
forage  and  subsistence  from  Pilot  Knob.  The  consequence  is  that  the  troops  arc 
utterly  •worn  down  and  rendered  ineffective,  in  case  their  services  -were  required  to 
take  the  field  against  an  enemy.  No  obvious  reasons  exist  for  this  policy.  There 
are  no  armed  bands  of  guerrillas  within  the  district;  no  invading  army  threatening 
The  only  excuse  offered  by  the  commanding  officer  (Colonel  Hiller)  is,  that  if  these 


Chap.  LX.]  COEEESPOKDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  521 

troops  are  not  kept  out,  or  if  an  attempt  were  made  to  ■withdraw  them,  that  dele- 
gations of  citizens  would  besiege  the  commander  at  Saint  Louis  begging  him  to 
instantly  replace  them.  Public  clamor  rather  than  military  sagacity,  or  economy  of 
strength,  dictates  the  pr'esent  course.  Guard  mountings,  dress  parades,  and  other 
military  requirements  are  entirely  ignored  and  remembered  only  as  part  of  the 
history  of  the  past.  Roll  calls,  stable  calls,  drill  calls,  and  such  other  regulations 
are  considered  as  relics  of  old  fogyism,  and  entirely  neglected.  One  officer  (Captain 
McClanahan,  Second  Missouri  State  Militia)  was  commanding  his  company  in 
citizen's  dress;  sentinels  found  sitting  down  by  a  fire,  their  muskets  lay  on  the 
ground  ten  or  twelve  feet  from  them.  When  asked  by  me  if  they  were  acting  in  accord- 
ance with  instructions,  replied  by  saying,  "They  had  been  told  to  watch  that  bouse 
yonder;  that  was  all."  Of  course  the  sentinels  were  not  to  blame.  The  officer  of  the 
guard  on  duty  is  not  responsible  to  the  department  commander;  it  is  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  post  or  district.  I  remember  the  good  old  days  when  such  men  as 
tlie  late  General  Sumner,  then  colonel  commanding  a  department,  would  attend 
nearly  every  roll  and  other  call,  visit  every  sentinel  post,  and  bring  every  delin- 
quent up  for  correction  and  punishment.  Those  were  days  of  comparative  peace. 
Now,  during  a  state  of  war  and  danger,  commanders  of  posts  and  districts  seem  to 
think  that  their  only  duty  is  to  take  quarters  in  some  town,  establish  a  headquarters, 
which  they  visit  in  the  morning  at  9  or  10  o'clock  and  approve  requisitions  and  sign 
returns  and  reports  of  number  of  troops,  &c.,  eat  their  meals,  smoke  cigars,  then  go 
to  bed  without  a  thought  or  a  care  whether  those  under  thera  perform  their  duties  or 
not.  Since  the  invasion  by  Price  in  October  the  post  of  Pilot  Knob  presents  rather  a 
dilapidated  appearance.  The  quartermaster's  department,  iu  charge  of  Captain  Dyer, 
is  not  characterized  by  that  high  state  of  efficiency  for  which  it  has  been  mentioned 
in  previous  reports.  Captain  l)yer  has  since  been  relieved  (by  reason  of  sickness); 
his  place  is  filled  by  Lieutenant  White,  regimental  quartermaster.  Fiftieth  Infantry 
Missouri  Volunteers.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  public  buildings  necessary  to 
shelter  the  public  animals  will  be  brought  to  a  state  of  completion  before  the 
return  of  spring.  The  subsistence  department,  in  charge  of  Captain  May,  commis- 
sary of  subsistence,  performs  its  functions  in  the  usual  creditable  manner.  Supplies 
are  on  hand  sufficient  for  two  months.  The  hospital,  inchargeof  Dr.  T.  W.  .Johnson, 
acting  assistant  surgeon,  is  in  an  excellent  condition.  There  are  eighty-two 
patients,  twenty-four  of  whom  are  Confederate  (wounded)  soldiers.  Doctor  .Johnson 
preserves  the  utmost  order  and  compliance  on  the  part  of  occupants,  attendants, 
&c.,withusualregulations  governingmilitary  hospitals.  The  refugee  department,  in 
charge  of  Rev.  L.  T.  McNeiley,  chaplain  Third  Cavalry  Missouri  State  Militia,  exhibits 
a  marked  improvement  in  the  management  of  affairs.  The  chaplain  was  reported  by 
my  predecessor  as  having  given  orders  for  4,500  rations  in  four  days.  This  report,  I 
believe,  did  the  chaplain  injustice,  as  it  implied  that  to  be  the  average  number  of 
rations  issued.  The  chaplain  explains  by  saying  that  whilst  the  road  was  severed, 
and  communication  destroyed  with  Saint  Lonis,  that  great  difficulty  occurred  in 
procuring  rations.  Captain  Huiskamp  visited  the  post  just  as  the  first  supply  was 
received,  consequently  a  great  rush  was  made  by  the  starving  refugees  on  the  com- 
missary department;  hence  the  basis  for  the  report.  The  number  of  rations  issued 
from  December  1  to  December  24,  1864,  was  6,584.  This  includes  issues  to  sick  in 
refugee  hospital  and  contrabands. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  V.  DU  BOIS, 
Colonel  and  Inspector- General,  Department  of  the  Missouri. 


Saint  Louis,  January  14,  1865. 
Lieut.  W.  T.  Clarke, 

Aide-de-  Camp  : 
Order  the  Seveuteentli  Illinois  Cavalry  to  Brookfield,  and  tell  Major 
Hilliard  we  shall  expect  to  kill  every  busliwliacker  in  Linn  and  Chari- 
ton Counties.  Direct  him  to  suspend  the  liquor  traffic  in  Linn.  Direct 
Colonel  Smart  to  guard  all  bridges  with  his  own  men,  and  relieve 
(3olonel  Krekel's  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  as  soon  as  Colonel  Smart 
cau  keep  the  bridges. 

CLINTOK  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  Oeneral. 
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Cape  Girardeait,  Mo.,  January  14, 1365. 
Maj.  H.  Hannahs, 

Acting  Assistant  A  djutant-  General,  Saint  Louis  District : 
I  have  just  heard  from  expedition  sent  to  Cherokee  Bay,  Ark.    They 
killed  17  rebels,  captured  a  few  prisoners  aud  50  horses.    We  had  1 
man  killed  and  1   wounded.    Expedition  will  reach  Bloomfield  this 
evening,  having  to  swim  the  Saint  Francis  River. 

J.  B.  ROGERS, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Cape  Girardeau,  January  14, 1805. 
Maj.  H.  Hannahs, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
I  have  a  later  report  from  Lieutenant  Rinne,  who  commanded  the 
expedition  from  Cherokee  Bay.    He  reports  the  killing  of  19  instead  of 
17  guerrillas. 

J.  B,  ROGERS, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Salt  Lake  City,  January  14,  1865. 

(Received  12.20  a.  m.  16th.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
It  is  the  universal  wish  of  loyal  men  in  Utah  that  a  department  of 
the  plains,  including  Nebraska,  Colorado,  Utah,  and  Montana,  be  cre- 
ated, under  General  Connor.    Without  it  we  feel  it  to  be  hopeless  to 
maintain  our  communication  with  the  East. 

H.  S.  RUMFIELD, 
General  Agent  Overland  Mail. 
J.  D.  DOTY, 

Governor  of  Utah  Terriion/. 
AMOS  REED, 

Secretary  of  Utah  Territory. 
WILLIAM  REYNOLDS, 
General  Superintendent  of  Overland  Stage  Line. 
G.  W.  CARLETON, 
Manager   Western  Union  Telegraph. 
JOHN  TITUS, 

Chief  Justice  of  Utah. 

Headquarters  Department  op  New  Mexico, 

Santa  FS,  iV.  Mex.,  January  14,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  J).  C: 
General:  Please  find  inclosed  herewith  a  census  of  captive  Navajo 
Indians  now  on  the  reservation  at  the  Bosque  Redondo.  Also  a  paper 
setting  forth  some  of  the  characteristics  of  those  Indians,  and  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  Brigadier-General  Crocker,  who  commands  the  troops 
at  that  place.  The  two  former  papers  are  originals,  and  no  copies  have 
been  kept  at  these  headquarters  for  want  of  time  to  make  them  Thev 
were  prepared  by  Capt.  Francis  McCabe,  First  Cavalry  New  Mexico 
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Volunteers,  and  are  the  result  of  much  labor.  The  Apaches  who  are 
also  held  at  the  Bosque  JRedondo  swell  the  number  to  8,991,  as  you  will 
see  by  the  return  for  December. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  H.  CARLETON, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

[Incloanre.] 

Headqitabteks, 
Fort  Sumner,  N.  Mex.,  January  7,  1865. 
Capt.  Ben.  C.  Cutler, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Department  of  New  Mexico: 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  general  commanding 
the  department  a  complete  and  I  think  a  very  accurate  census  of  the 
Navajo  Indians  on  the  reservation  Bosque  Kedondo  at  the  end  of  the 
year  18C4.  This  census  was  taken  by  Capt.  Francis  McCabe,  First 
New  Mexico  Volunteer  Cavalry,  who,  for  the  industry,  fidelity,  and 
ability  exhibited  in  the  discharge  of  this  difflcult  duty,  deserves  great 
commendation.  This  report  contains  all  the  statistical  information  that 
can  be  obtained  from  these  Indians.  I  also  forward  the  report  of  Cap- 
tain McCabe,  containing  much  valuable  history  of  this  tribe  of  Indians 
and  many  observations  touching  their  habits  and  their  aptitude  for  the 
pursuits  "of  civilized  life.  This  report  I  regard  as  a  very  able  docu- 
ment indeed. 

EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  M.  CEOCKEE, 
Brigadier -General,  Commanding. 

[Sab-inclosnre  Ko.  1.] 
EECAPITTJLATION. 

The  foregoing  tables*  exhibit  the  following  as  the  totals  of  the  cen- 
sus of  the  Navajo  Indians  located  upon  the  reservation  at  Bosque 
Eedondo,  N.  Mex.,  their  stock,  &c. : 

Lodges 1, 276 

Families 1,782 

Males  from  50  to  80  years  ui  age 300 

Males  from  18  to  50  years  of  age 2, 129 

Males  from  5  to  18  years  of  age 1, 525 

Male  infants i34 

Females  from  50  to  80  years  of  age 373 

Females  from  18  to  50  years  of  age 2, 187 

Females  from  5  to  18  years  of  age 1, 418 

Female  infants 288 

Total  population 8, 354 

Horses 3,038 

Mules 1*3 

Burros 

Slieep 6,962 

Goats ^<l^ 

Looms "''" 

Aggregate. 

Average  persons  to  each  family  is  near 5 

Average  Imrses  to  each  family  is  near 2 

Average  sheep  to  each  family  is  near ^ 

*  Detailed  tahles  omitted. 
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[Sub-inclosure  No.  2.] 

Report  of  the  census,  condition,  &c.,  of  the  Navajo  Indians. 

ORIGIN  AND  HISTOET. 

The  tribe  has  no  written  records,  and  the  knowledge  to  be  gained  in 
reference  to  their  origin  is  entirely  dependent  upon  oral  tradition,  purely- 
legendary,  and  so  vague  and  improbable  that  it  is  impossible  to  sepa- 
rate the  truth  from  the  fables  with  which  it  is  interwoven.    Whether 
they  formerly  built  and  lived  in  the  large  villages,  the  ruins  of  which 
are  to  be  seen  by  the  traveler  in  the  Navajo  couTitry,  or  whether  they 
came  from  the  North  and  drove  the  original  proprietors  from  the  soil, 
must  rest  for  the  present  in  doubt;  but  they  were  found  during  the  sev- 
enteenth century  occupying  the  region  from  which  they  have  been 
removed,  and  since  that  period  a  state  of  almost  continuous  warfare  has 
existed  between  the  citizens  and  themselves.    On  the  acquisition  of  New 
Mexico  by  the  United  States  Government,  under  the  treaty  of  Guada- 
lupe-Hidalgo, in  1848,  this  tribe  was  the  first  to  claim  our  attention, 
and  various  unsuccessful  attempts  were  made  to  induce  them  to  keep  at 
peace,  the  failure  of  which  made  it  necessary  for  the  Government  to 
send  expeditions  against  them.    Those  under  Colonel  Sumner  in  1851, 
Colonel  Miles  in  1858,  and  Colonel  Canby  in  1859  were  but  partially 
successful.    As  the  result  of  each  campaign  the  Indians  agreed  to  a 
peace  which  was  shortly  afterward  broken  on  some  frivolous  pretense. 
During  the  Texan  invasion  in  1862,  the  troops  being  all  in  the  field 
against  the  rebels,  the  warriors  of  this  tribe  overran  the  country,  sweep- 
ing off'  flocks  of  sheep,  in  some  instances  from  the  neighborhood  of  the 
military  forts,  and  during  the  months  of  June,  July,  and  August  they  car- 
ried their  incursions  to  the  very  suburbs  of  the  capital.    Their  repeated 
atrocities  called  for  a  terrible  punishment,  and  in  the  spring  of  1863 
the  department  commander,  Brig.  Gen.  James  H.  Carleton,  organized 
an  expedition  against  them,  placing  the  well-known  Col.  Christopher 
Carson  in  command,  with  instructions  to  make  no  terms  of  amity  or 
peace  with  these  Indians,  unless  they  agreed  to  leave  the  Navajo  country 
forever  and  remove  with  their  families  and  herds  to  the  Bosque  Kedondo. 
The  results  of  this  expedition  are  of  too  recent  date  and  too  well  known 
to  need  mentioning  in  this  connection.    The  colonel,  after  a  series  of 
successful  attacks,  dispersed  the  warriors,  burned  their  villages,  and 
destroyed  their  fields  of  corn.    He  prosecuted  the  war  with  such  vigor 
that  before  the  autumn  many  of  the  tribe  had  given  themselves  up  and 
were  removed  to  the  reservation.    In  the  month  of  December,  when 
many  of  the  most  desperate  warriors  were  gathered  at  the  celebrated 
Cafion  de  Chelle,  he  marched  suddenly  on  that  famous  stronghold, 
entered  it,  and  killed  several  of  the  Indians,  and  so  affected  them 
thereby  as  to  cause  the  voluntary  surrender  of  the  entire  band  located 
in  that  neighborhood  and  their  removal  to  this  place.     Since  that  time 
the  Navajo  war  has  been  considered  virtually  ended,  and  the  entire 
tribe,  with  but  few  exceptions,  are  now  living  at  peace  and  endeavoring 
to  make  their  new  location  as  comfortable  as  possible. 

PRESENT  LOCATION. 

The  reservation  set  apart  for  the  residence  of  the  Navajoes  is  situated 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Fort  Sumner,  N.  Mex.,  about  150  miles 
south-southeast  from  Fort  Union,  N.  Mex.,  and  165  miles  east-south- 
east from  Santa  Fe,  N.  Mex.,  in  a  valley  of  the  Pecos  River.    This 
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stream  rises  in  the  mountains  near  Santa  F^,  having  its  source  in  a 
region  of  almost  perpetual  snows,  and  flowing  downward  toward  the 
outspreading  plains,  has  its  volume  increased  by  several  small  trib- 
utaries, until  at  this"  point  the  depth  and  width  of  the  stream  is  very 
considerable,  furnishing  an  inexhaustible  supply  of  water  for  irrigation 
and  all  necessary  purposes.  The  country  to  the  east  and  soutli  of  this 
place  is  a  low  mesa,  extending  backward  to  the  Staked  Plain  (Llano 
Estacado),  and  southerly  as  far  as  the  Limpias  Mountains.  To  the 
north  and  west  the  country  is  open  for  many  miles,  and  the  nearest 
approach  to  a  settlement  is  fifty  miles  distant.  The  arable  land  about 
to  be  prepared  for  the  reception  of  grain  is  all  on  the  east  side  of  the 
stream  (although  a  considerable  number  of  acres  could  be  planted  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  stream  should  it  be  deemed  necessary),  and 
will  compose  about  6,000  acres.  This  is  already  laid  out  in  a  system- 
atic manner,  the  overseer,  Mr.  Calloway,  directing  the  progress  of  the 
work  under  the  superintendence  or  orders  of  the  commanding  officer. 
The  houses  or  lodges  of  the  Navajoes  are  built  on  the  outside  of  the 
farms  and  as  convenient  as  practicable  thereto,  and  the  inhabitants  are 
employed  daily  in  removing  the  roots  of  trees,  repairing  and  opening 
acequias,  or  at  anything  that  may  advance  the  improvements  on  the 
reservation.  The  flocks  and  herds  are  tended  some  distance  from  the 
cultivated  fields,  and  graze  over  a  wide  range  of  nutritious  gama  grass. 
No  flocks  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  Territory  are  grazed  near  this 
reservation  at  present,  nor  could  they  ever  have  taken  advantage 
of  the  grass  before  the  establishment  of  this  settlement  if  disposed  to 
do  so,  as  the  Comanches  of  the  plains  paid  frequent  visits  to  and  often 
encamped  near  this  locality.  Game  is  found  in  abundance  some  miles 
from  the  river  and  killed  by  the  Indians.  Large  herds  of  wild  horses 
run  on  the  Staked  Plain,  about  fifty  miles  from  this,  and  several  war- 
riors who  left  the  reservation  with  permission  to  hunt  captured  a  great 
many  of  these  animals  last  summer.  The  Cottonwood,  hackberry,  and 
trees  of  a  smaller  growth  line  the  banks  of  the  Pecos  at  this  place  and 
at  various  points  along  the  course  of  the  stream.  The  ground  mesquite, 
whose  thick  and  ligneous  roots  enter  the  ground  to  the  distance  of  six 
or  eight  feet,  forms  a  very  pleasant  article  of  fuel,  burning  with  a 
bright  flame,  with  but  little  smoke.  There  is  an  almost  unlimited 
supply  of  this  species  of  fuel  extending  over  many  miles  in  each 
direction  from  the  post. 

CHAEACTEK. 

As  these  people  are  now  entering  on  a  new  mode  of  life  their  former 
habits  are  gradually  changing,  and  they  seem  to  accommodate  them- 
selves cheerfully  to  their  present  existence.  In  all  their  relations  with 
the  authorities  and  others  on  this  reservation  they  appear  to  be  cheer- 
ful, contented,  and  obliging,  and  when  employed,  as  many  of  them  are, 
on  the  public  works,  they  labor  faithfully  and  quite  intelligently,  and 
have  the  reputation  of  good  workmen.  As  their  character  is  now  form- 
ing it  will  doubtless  take  impressions  from  example,  and  I  doubt  not, 
if  these  Indians  are  fairly  treated  and  honestly  dealt  with  iu  their 
intercourse  with  our  people,  they  will  emulate  their  example  and  become 
eventually  an  honest  and  moral  community.  They  formerly  had  a 
great  reputation  for  bravery  and  reckless  daring,  and  the  troops  sta- 
tioned at  Fort  Defiance  several  years  ago  have  borne  testimony  to  many 
acts  of  kindness  exhibited  by  members  of  the  tribe  to  soldiers  and 
others  who  had  wandered  off  their  road  and  lost  their  way  amid  the 
snows  on  the  Navajo  Mountains.     Should  it  ever  be  deemed  necessary 
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to  enroll  one  or  more  companies  of  tliis  tribe  I  am  convinced  they  would 
render  great  service  as  guides,  spies,  vedettes,  &c.,  and  could  be  used 
advantageously  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce  on  the  plains 
against  the  Comanches,  Kiowas,  and  other  wild  and  hostile  tribes. 
As  an  evidence  of  their  reliability  for  such  duty,  I  would  respectfully 
state  that  in  the  month  of  August,  1864, 1  took  the  field  with  fifty 
mounted  volunteer  cavalry  and  a  small  party  of  Navajoes  on  foot. 
During  a  rapid  pursuit  which  lasted  twenty-two  days  (sometimes  day 
and  night)  these  Indians  kept  continually  ahead  of  my  column  as 
trailers,  and  bore  up  cheerfully  against  the  extraordinary  fatigues  of 
the  march.  I  afterward  dispatched  three  of  them  to  Fort  Sumner  by 
themselves  as  expresses,  and  they  arrived  there  safely,  although  every 
facility  offered  for  their  escape  had  they  been  inclined  to  act  treacher- 
ously. No  troops  that  I  have  ever  seen  could  have  sustained  the 
hardship  and  privations  borne  by  these  men,  and  few  could  have  more 
faithfully  discharged  the  duties  required  of  them. 

INDUSTRY. 

They  fabricate  a  strong  and  durable  cloth  and  elegant  blankets  of  a 
variety  of  patterns  and  brilliant  colors,  for  which  purposes  the  Navajoes 
value  the  wool  they  obtain  from  their  sheep.  These  fabrics  are  made  in 
hand  looms  of  simple  construction  by  the  women  of  the  tribe.  One 
industrious  female  can  finish  a  blanket  in  three  weeks,  which  will  wear 
for  ten  years,  is  perfectly  waterproof,  and  will  command  a  price  as  high  as 
$50  to  $200.  The  garments  of  the  men  and  women  are  principally  formed 
from  the  strong  woolen  cloth  above  mentioned,  those  of  the  women 
being  often  tastefully  bordered  by  a  combination  of  colors  representing 
all  the  hues  of  the  rainbow.  The  art  of  pottery  has  been  known  and 
practiced  among  them,  but  at  which  they  have  done  but  little  since  their 
arrival  upon  this  reservation,  as  they  have  been  supplied  to  a  certain 
extent  with  cooking  utensils  by  the  Government.  1  understand,  how- 
ever, that  the  proper  kind  of  earth  for  this  purpose  can  be  found  in  this 
vicinity,  and  doubt  not  but  they  will  soon  turn  their  attention  to  that 
branch  of  industry.  There  are  several  men  in  the  tribe  who  are 
skilled  to  a  certain  extent  in  blacksmithing,  making  bridle  bits  and 
other  articles  of  horse  equipage  in  a  creditable  manner.  As  soon  as 
one  or  two  forges  are  established  on  the  reservation  the  ingenuity  of 
these  self  taught  sons  of  Vulcan  will  have  ample  room  for  development. 
Unlike  many  of  the  nomadic  tribes  on  this  continent,  these  Indians 
cheerfully  engage  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  seem  to  take  pleasure 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil.  Last  year  they  all  labored  hard  on  the 
reservation,  and  for  a  time  the  crops  promised  to  repay  them  well  for 
their  perseverance;  but  the  visitation  of  the  cutting  or  army  worm 
damaged  most  of  the  corn  before  it  came  t«  maturity.  The  present 
year  steps  have  been  taken  to  plant  a  large  quantity  of  wheat  in  addi- 
tion to  the  usual  amount  of  corn,  so  that  in  the  event  of  a  failure  of 
the  latter  crop  a  sufBcient  quantity  of  grain  my  be  raised  for  their 
support.  Should  the  co.rn  crop  prove  successful,  as  I  have  every  reason 
to  believe  it  will  do,  a  large  surplus  can  be  accumulated,  the  good 
results  of  which  will  not  only  be  experienced  here,  but  will  be  felt 
throughout  the  Territory.  Further  steps  have  been  taken  to  have  them 
well  supplied  with  pumpkin,  musk  and  watermelon,  and  squash  seeds 
all  of  the  productions  of  which  are  peculiarly  suited  to  the  Indian 
taste  and  to  the  cultivation  of  which  even  the  women  and  children  pay 
great  attention.    They  are  also  supplied  with  a  species  of  gourd  seed 
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which  when  grown  attains  extraordinary  dimensions,  and  will  supply 
the  want  of  buckets,  pitchers,  &c.  A  considerable  number  of  acres 
will  be  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  beans  and  peas,  which  in  this 
region  are  very  productive,  and  are  regarded  as  one  of  the  prime 
articles  of  subsistence.  The  OevoUetano  Navajoes,  who  are  partially 
civilized,  and  who  formerly  lived  near  the  Mexican  village  of  Cevol- 
letta,  are  at  present  engaged  in  the  erection  of  houses  built  after  the 
Mexican  style.  They  are  assisted  in  their  construction  by  a  few 
mechanics  and  workmen  detailed  from  the  troops  of  the  garrison,  and  in 
a  short  time  these  Indians  can  all  be  enjoying  the  comforts  of  village  life. 
While  the  Navajoes  possess  the  industrial  habits,  and  are  engaged  in 
the  pursuits  enumerated,  their  more  particular  attention  has  in  the 
past  been  turned  to  the  propagation  and  raising  of 

STOCK. 

They  have  for  a  long  time  bestowed  great  care  in  the  breeding  of 
sheep,  and  were  formerly  owners  of  large  flocks  of  this  valuable  ani- 
mal, and  the  tables  herewith  show  them  as  still  owners  of  no  inconsid- 
erable numbers.  Some  of  their  sheep  are  of  a  large  size  and  would  be 
prized  in  an  Eastern  market  for  their  flesh.  The  wool  is  usually  coarse 
in  texture,  but  of  a  quality  best  suited  to  native  manufacture.  A  cross 
with  the  Movine  would  be  productive  of  good  results  to  sheep  raisers 
in  the  States.  The  horses  belonging  to  the  tribe  are  of  a  small  but 
well-formed  breed,  very  hardy,  and  sometimes  possessing  great  speed 
and  power  of  endurance.  In  their  forays  upon  the  settlements  the 
maraiiders  were  enabled  to  defy  their  pursuers  owing  to  the  good 
quality  of  their  horses.  They  will  average  twelve  hands  in  height,  and 
require  little  or  no  grain,  but  obtain  their  support  from  the  nutritious 
gama  grass  that  abounds  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  reservation. 
As  there  is  a  great  proportion  of  mares  among  them,  a  few  years  will 
develop  a  large  increase  of  this  species  of  stock ;  and  it  is  not  going 
too  far  to  predict  that  at  no  distant  day  our  cavalry  in  this  department 
may  be  entirely  remounted  on  horses  of  the  Navajo  breed.  This,  when 
practicable,  would  greatly  diminish  the  expense  now  incurred  in  trans- 
porting horses  from  the  States,  and  their  peculiar  qualities  and  adap- 
tation to  the  climate,  locality,  &c.,  would  render  them  far  more  effect- 
ive than  the  horses  now  in  use. 

MARRIAGE. 

In  this,  as  in  most  other  things  connected  with  their  relations  in  life, 
these  free  sons  of  nature  stand  but  little  upon  ceremony  in  solemniz- 
ing the  marriage  rite.  A  brave  finding  his  fancy  filled  with  the  attrac- 
tions of  a  dusky  belle  signifies  his  preference,  when,  both  parties 
agreeing,  he  seeks  the  consent  of  her  father,  or  rather  opens  negotia- 
tions to  determine  the  price  set  by  the  parents  upon  the  hand  of  their 
daughter.  The  bargain  is  usually  closed  by  the  payment,  on  the  part 
of  the  would-be  bridegroom,  of  a  certain  number  of  horses,  if  he  be 
rich,  or  a  lesser  value  if  he  be  poor,  and  the  bride  proceeds  to  and 
takes  up  her  abode  in  the  lodge  of  her  future  lord.  For  some  of 
uncommon  attractions  and  connections  in  the  tribe,  as  many  as  twenty 
horses  are  demanded.  Separation  of  man  and  wife  is  almost  unknown 
with  this  people,  arguing  well  for  their  happiness  in  that  relation. 
They  engage  mutually  in  the  labors  of  the  household  for  their  support 
and  the  accumulation  of  property. 
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RELATIVE   PAST   AND   PRESENT   CONDITION. 

Transported  as  these  Iiidiaus  are  from  their  native  land  a  distance 
of  over  400  miles,  they  will  necessarily  cherish  old  recollections  for  a 
few  years;  but  under  a  firm  and  just  government  they  will  soon  become 
reconciled,  and  even  attached,  to  their  present  location.  Their  true 
interests  will  naturally  bind  them  to  the  soil,  and  as  their  crops 
flourish  and  their  flocks  and  herds  increase  they  will  be  a  self-sustain- 
ing colony.  It  is  presumed  that  over  C,000  acres  of  land  will  be 
planted  this  present  year  with  wheat,  corn,  beans,  pumpkins,  melons, 
&c.,  and  this,  if  successful,  will  aftord  a  large  surplus  beyond  the 
immediate  wants  of  the  tribe.  No  country  in  the  world  is  better  fitted 
by  nature  for  the  residence  of  a  nation  of  savage  marauders  than  the 
region  inhabited  by  the  Navajoes  previous  to  their  removal  to  this 
reservation.  Separated  from  the  settled  portions  of  New  Mexico  by 
lofty  mountains  or  sterile  plains,  they  planned  and  executed  their 
forays  iipon  the  unprotected  inhabitants  with  a  degree  of  skill,  caution, 
and  cunning  rarely  exampled  even  among  savage  tribes,  often  murder- 
ing whole  families  and  sweeping  ofl'  flocks  and  herds,  and  generally 
succeetling  in  reaching  their  fastnesses  in  the  canons  and  mountains, 
where  they  could  defy  their  pursuers. 

In  CaQon  de  Ohelle  and  its  vicinity,  and  in  the  valleys  of  Tunlcha 
and  Ghusca,  and  on  the  Pueblo  Colorado,  the  Navajoes  have  formerly 
cultivated  fields  of  grain,  insufficient,  however,  for  their  pressing 
wants,  as  their  repeated  forays  have  demonstrated ;  but  from  Moqui, 
Oraibi,  and  the  adjacent  Pueblo  villages  to  the  Little  Colorado,  and 
even  on  its  banks,  no  cultivation  can  be  attempted  with  the  least  pros- 
pect of  success.  TLe  region  is  bleak  and  dismal,  full  of  deep  and 
yawning  canons,  and  utterly  impassable  in  the  rainy  season,  at  which 
period  the  banks  of  the  Little  Colorado  below  the  falls  are  subject  to 
inundation.  Were  these  Indians  permitted  to  settle  at  any  of  these 
places  they  would  be  a  continual  burden  to  the  Government,  and  would 
doubtless  embrace  the  first  opportunity  to  return  to  the  protection  of 
their  mountain  strongholds,  again  to  commence  a  series  of  murderous 
and  destructive  forays  on  the  Territory.  One  of  the  principal  chiefs, 
Delgadito,  has  assured  me  that  such  would  be  the  certain  result  of 
their  removal  to  the  region  above  named.  This  man  is  reliable,  intelli- 
gent, and  can  write  his  signature  legibly. 

On  the  present  reservation  (Bosque  Eedondo)  they  have  an  unlimited 
supply  of  arable  land  to  cultivate,  plenty  of  water  at  all  times  for  irri- 
gation, and  a  prospect  of  being  successful  cultivators.  The  open  coun- 
try, extending  for  hundreds  of  miles  to  the  south  and  east  and  for  a 
long  distance  to  the  north  and  west,  aflbrds  them  excellent  pasture  for 
their  flocks  and  herds,  and  isolates  them  completely  from  the  settled 
portion  of  the  Territory,  while  in  the  event  of  an  attempt  on  the  part 
of  any  to  escape  or  to  return  to  their  native  country,  the  open  countrv 
would  etiectuaUy  enable  the  troops  at  Fort  Sumner  to  frustrate  their 
object.  Should  the  improvements  indicated  by  the  department  com- 
mander on  the  reservation  keep  pace  with  the  expectations  of  many  the 
condition  of  the  tribe  will  be  shortly  superior  to  that  of  the  old  Pueblo 
Indians  of  New  Mexico.  The  willingness  displayed  by  these  people  to 
carry  out  all  the  improvements  set  on  foot  for  their  welfare,  their  aptitude 
for  the  perlormance  of  manual  labor,  and  the  great  advantages  as  to 
soil  and  climate  they  possess  in  their  present  location,  encourages  the 
hope  that  their  condition  will  rapidly  improve,  and  that  they  will  at  no 
distant  day  take  rank  among  the  civilized  portion  of  the  Indian  race 
upon  this  continent. 
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Names  of  the  principal  chiefs:  Herra  Grande,  Gauado  Blanco,  Bar- 
boncito,  Delgadito  Grande,  Delgadito  Ghiquito,  Baibon,  El  Chine,  El 
Iiijador,  El  Largo,  Ganado  Miicho. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

FEANOIS  MoCABE, 
Captain,  First  New  Mexico  Cavalry. 


Headquarters  District  of  Iowa, 

Dubuque,  January  14,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  Pope, 

Milwaukee : 

General:  From  your  letter  of  the  12th  in  regard  to  ray  seizing  cars 
and  railroads  I  judge  you  are  under  the  impression  I  have  been  dis- 
posed to  meddle  in  what  is  not  my  business.  Such,  I  can  assure  you, 
has  not  been  my  intention.  I  beg  leave  to  make  a  few  statements  of 
facts  to  justify  my  conduct.  Large  amounts  of  oats  were  being  pur- 
chased liere  and  west,  shipped  by  the  Sioux  City  Railroad  to  this  point, 
crossed  over  the  river  by  teams,  and  shipped  at  Dunleith,  opposite  here, 
to  Cairo.  Colonel  Myers,  quartermaster  at  Saint  Louis,  communicated 
here  and  requested  that  Lieutenant  Williams,  acting  quartermaster, 
would  give  his  attention  to  it  and  see  that  this  grain  was  hurried  on,  as 
it  was  needed  immediately.  This  Lieutenant  W[illiams]  did  by  seeing 
that  the  grain  was  rapidly  crossed  over  the  river,  and  by  visiting  the 
depot  and  agent  of  the  road  to  urge  him  to  hurry  up  the  supplies.  Still 
Colonel  Myers  complained  repeatedly  that  the  grain  was  not  coming 
forward.  This  he  did  by  telegraph,  and  sent  one  of  his  agents  here 
with  a  letter  requesting  we  would  give  him  every  assistance.  Matters 
went  on  in  this  way  for  two  or  three  weeks.  The  railroad,  full  of  prom- 
ises, but  doing  little,  until  all  the  warehouses  here  and  on  the  other 
side  were  crowded  with  grain  and  large  piles  of  it  out  doors,  the  agents 
here  complaining  they  had  not  cars  enough  or  locomotives  enough. 
Mr.  Forsyth,  the  general  superintendent  of  freight  in  Chicago,  tele- 
graphed to  Lieutenant  Williams  that  they  wanted  locomotives  and  they 
could  soon  clear  out  the  grain.  This  is  the  reason  why  1  communicated 
with  Col.  Fred.  Myers,  chief  quartermaster.  A  few  days  ago  I  was 
informed  that  in  spite  of  all  the  promises  made,  and  the  report  that 
they  had  no  cars  or  locomotives,  large  trains  were  going  out  every  day 
loaded  with  hogs  and  other  private  freight.  I  therefore  sent  orders 
over  to  stop  running  any  more  private  freight  till  the  surplus  grain  on 
hand  was  cleared  out.  The  consequence  is  that  to-morrow  would  have 
seen  all  the  grain  on  hand  shipped  and  the  road  in  condition  to  ship 
Government  freight  and  private  freight  as  wanted.  You  were  mis- 
taken in  the  idea  that  I  seized  the  road,  or  attempted  to  control  the 
road.  I  merely  gave  them  an  order  to  ship  Government  freight  first, 
as  it  was  wanted.  Had  they  refused  to  obey  the  order  I  would  have 
reported  the  matter  officially.  I  knew  that  the  road,  being  in  a  State 
not  in  my  district,  did  not  properly  come  under  my  care;  but  being  on 
the  spot  and  knowing  the  facts,  I  thouglit  I  would  be  justified  in  giving 
the  order  I  did.  I  have  informed  Col.  Wilham  Myers,  quartermaster, 
that  you  disapprove  of  my  interference  in  the  matter,  and  I  have  also 
informed  the  road  that  my  order  stopping  the  shipment  of  private 
freight  until  further  orders  is  revoked. 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALF.  SULLY, 
Brigadier-  General. 
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Headquakters  Deiartment  of  the  Cumberland, 

Uastport,  Miss,,  January  15,  1865 — 12  m, 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  E.-  S.  Canby, 

New  Orleans: 
I  have  just  arrived  at  this  place  and  have  as  yet  no  definite  informa- 
tion as  to  what  orders  I  shall  have  nor  what  I  am  expected  to  do.  As 
soon  as  I  do  receive  orders,  and  the  roads  will  permit  of  any  movements 
being  made,  I  will  at  once  inform  you,  giving  you  timely  notice,  so  as 
to  enable  you  to  co-operate  with  me. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major- General,  U.  8.  Army,  Vommanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  15,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  A.  Hurlbut, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf,  New  Orleans,  La.  : 
Sir  :  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  request 
that  you  will  give  orders  to  prohibit  the  issuing  of  permits  and  safe- 
conducts  for  the  shipments  of  products  of  insurrectionary  districts 
from  Waterproof  and  Saint  Joseph,  La. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  CHRISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(Same  to  Maj.  Gen.  N.  J.  T.  Dana,  commanding  Department  of 
Mississippi,  Memphis,  Tenn. ;  General  Davidson,  and  the  commanding 
ofilcer  Sixth  Naval  District,  between  Natchez  and  Vicksburg.) 


General  Orders,  ^  Hdqrs.  4th  Brig.,  Eeserve  Corps, 

>  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

No.  3.  )  Camp,  Kennerville,  La.,  January  15,  1865. 

I.  G.  S.  Lake,  first  lieutenant  and  adjutant  Twentieth  Iowa  Volun- 
teers, and  acting  assistant  adjutant- general,  Fourth  Brigade,  Eeserve 
Corps,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi,  is  relieved  from  duty  at 
tliese  headquarters  and  will  report  for  duty  to  his  regiment. 

II.  Samuel  A.  Walling,  captain  Company  I,  One  hundred  and  sixty- 
first  New  York  Volunteers,  is  relieved  from  duty  with  his  company  and 
regiment  and  is  assigned  to  duty  at  these  headquarters  as  acting 
assistant  adjutant- general. 

CHAELES  BLACK, 
Colonel  Thirty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Little  Eock,  January  15,  1865. 
General  A.  Shaler, 

BevalVs  Bluff: 

.  My  dispatches  for  Colonel  Geiger  will  reach  you  in  half  an  hour. 
Please  send  them  as  soon  as  you  receive  them. 

J.  E.  WEST, 
Brigadier-  General. 
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Little  Bock,  January  15, 1865. 

(Received  3.50  p.  m.) 
Colonel  Geiger,     . 

Augusta : 
(Care  General  Shaler,  Devall's  Bluff.) 
A  force  of  the  eueiny  under  Shelby  is  engaged  with  our  troops  at 
Dardanelle,  endeavoring  to  cross  the  Arkansas.    If  Shelby  succeeds 
we  may  want  to  swing  you  around  upon  him.    You  will  therefore  remain 
where  you  are  until  you  receive  further  orders.    The  accounts  we  hear 
of  the  condition  of  the  roads  in  the  country  through  which  you  propose 
to  travel  under  your  present  orders  have  created  a  doubt  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  having  you  continue  toward  Helena.    The  major-general 
commanding  desires  to  learn  what  your  views  are.    If  you  cannot  go 
through  the  Cache  River  country  without  severely  harassing  your  com- 
mand and  losing  horses,  the  communication  of  your  views  will  influence 
your  subsequent  orders.    What  do  you  think?    Do  you  advise  aban 
doning  the  project  or  the  reverse? 

J.  R.  WEST, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

DevalVs  Bluff,  Ark.,  January  15, 1805.  . 
Commanding  Officer  of  Detachment 

on  Board  Dispatch  Steamer  Resolute: 

The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  that  you  proceed  without 
delay  and  deliver  the  accompanying  dispatch  to  Colonel  (reiger,  com- 
manding the  cavalry  force  now  at  Augusta.*  Immediately  on  getting 
his  reply  you  will  return  with  same  boat  to  this  place  and  report  in 
person  (without  disembarking  your  men)  for  further  orders.  You  will 
post  proper  guards  on  different  parts  of  the  boat,  and  keep  your  men 
well  in  hand  to  return  any  fire  that  may  be  given  you  from  the  shore. 
Your  meu  will  not  be  allowed  to  land  except  it  is  imperatively  neces- 
sary, and  then  under  your  orders.  You  will  in  such  a  case  see  that  no 
marauding  or  pillaging  is  perpetrated. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  E.  HOWE, 
Captain,  Twelfth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  Aetg,  Asst,  Adjt.  Oen. 


Lewisburg,  January  15, 1865 — 4  a.  m. 

Maj  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds, 

Little  Bock: 
Genebal:  The  rebels,  1,500  strong  and  two  pieces  of  artillery, 
attacked  our  troops  at  Dardanelle  at  2  p.  m.  yesterday.  The  fight  lasted 
till  dark,  when  the  rebels  were  repulsed,  having  lost  very  heavily.  Our 
loss  about  twenty-five  killed  and  wounded.  Major  Jenks  has  sent  for 
more  men  and  plenty  of  ammunition. 

A.  H.  RYAN, 

Colonel. 

*  See  next,  ante. 


532  LOUISIANA   AND   THE   TRANS-MISSISSIPPI.  [Chap.  LX. 

Lewisbxtrg,  January  15,  1865 — 7.30  a.  m. 

Major-General  Eeynolds, 

Little  Rock: 

Sixty  cavalry  (uU  that  I  could  mount)  and  100  of  the  Eleventh  U.  S. 
Colored,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Steele  commanding,  started  for  Norristown 
at  5  o'clock  this  a.  m.  The  cavalry  will  arrive  there  about  11  a.  m. ;  the 
infantry  this  evening,  they  traveling  in  wagons.  Second  dispatch  from 
Major  Jeuks  states  that  the  fighting  was  close  and  severe;  that  the 
men  stood  up  to  the  work  nobly,  and  the  section  of  artillery  did  fine 
execution;  fired  130  rounds.  The  major  expected  the  fight  would  be 
renewed  to-day,  and  ammunition  getting  low  I  have  sent  supply  for- 
ward in  an  ambulance.  With  your  approval,  general,  I  will  strain 
every  point  to  hold  Dardauelle;  otherwise  it  will  be  impossible  to  get 
supplies  to  Fort  Smith  by  river.  I  would  suggest  the  sending  from 
the  Rock  a  regiment  of  infantry  with  good  supply  of  ammunition, 
especially  of  Sharps  and  Enfield.  I  have  none  of  either.  Start  soon 
and  on  a  fast  boat.  They  will  reach  them  to-morrow  noon.  I  would 
like  the  horses  and  harness  belonging  to  the  artillery  sent  along.  I 
will  place  everything  in  good  shape  here  and  leave  for  Dardanelle  in 
about  an  hour. 

EespectfuUy, 

A.  H.  KYAlsr, 

Colonel. 


Headquabters  Department  of  Arkansas, 

January  15,  1865. 
Col.  A.  H.  Eyan, 

Commanding,  Leivisburg : 
Colonel  :  A  regiment  of  infantry,  section  of  artillery,  with  horses, 
will  leave  this  p.  m.  on  boat  for  Lewisburg  with  supply  of  ammunition. 
Your  action  is  approved.     Hold  Dardanelle  if  possible. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Eeynolds: 

S.  C.  FAREINGTON, 
Major  and  Acting  Aide-de-Camp. 


Lewisburg,  January  15,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds, 

Little  Roch: 
Major  Hackett,  Second  Arkansas  Cavalry,  in  from  Fort  Smith,  states 
that  when  he  left  Olarksville  it  was  reported  that  Shelby  was  en  route 
with  heavy  force  and  large  train  to  occupy  Fort  Smith.    River  fell  nine 
inches  last  twenty-four  hours. 

^  A.  H.  RYAN, 

Colonel. 

Headquarters  Department  op  Mississippi 

T.r      o       /^  /,  TTT  Memphis,  Tenn.,  January  15,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Washburn,  a      ,    ^  ^. 

Commanding  District  of  Viclcsburg,  Viclcshurg  Miss.: 
General  :  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commaudinsr  denart- 
ment  to  miorm  you  that  the  present  necessity  requires  the  immediate 
assembling  at  Memphis  of  the  Fifth  Illinois  Cavalry  VolSnt^Ssrand 
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that  be  sends  you  the  Fourth  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers  to  replace 
the  portion  of  the  Fifth  Illinois  at  Vicksburg.  The  major-general 
directs  that  upon  the  receipt  of  this  you  will  relieve  every  officer  and 
man  in  any  manner  detached  from  the  Fifth  Illinois  within  your  com- 
mand, and  have  the  command  in  complete  readiness  to  embark,  with 
all  equipage,  horses,  mules,  transportation,  property,  and  ten  days' 
rations  and  forage,  as  soon  as  the  Fourth  Missouri  is  disembarked, 
whether  by  night  or  day,  causing  their  immediate  departure,  to  the 
end  that  not  an  hour  may  be  lost  by  delay,  and  also  that  you  furnish 
the  steamers  with  sufficient  coal  and  dry  wood  for  the  trip  up,  that 
delay  may  not  occur  from  poor  or  insufficient  fuel,  and  that  you  furnish 
the  captains  of  the  steamers  with  written  orders  to  make  no  unnecessary 
landings,  and  complete  the  passage  in  the  fewest  hours,  also  impress- 
ing upon  the  senior  officer  on  each  steamer  the  necessity  of  promptness. 
The  major-general  also  directs  that  the  Eleventh  New  York  and  Twelfth 
Illinois  Cavalry  ^'olunteers  be  immediately  re-embarked  on  the  trans- 
ports on  which  they  arrived  at  Vicksburg  and  sent  to  Memphis,  mak- 
ing same  orders  as  to  rations,  forage,  fuel,  promptness,  &c.,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  Fifth  Illinois.  As  the  commanding  general  has  heard  noth- 
ing from  you  as  to  your  action  under  paragraph  3  of  Special  Orders, 
No.  23,  dated  December  28, 18G4,  from  these  headquarters,  he  directs 
that  you  furnish  information  if  the  original  copy  reached  you,  and  that 
you  forthwith  send  to  Memphis  all  model  barges  at  Vicksburg.  The 
completion  of  any  repairs  on  them  will  be  made  at  Memphis,  and  that 
if  these  barges  are  not  required  for  the  transportation  of  the  cavalry 
ordered  to  Memphis,  that  they  be  sent  by  other  steamers  than  those 
carrying  cavalry,  that  no  delay  may  occur  from  towing.  A  copy  of 
paragraph  3,  Special  Orders,  No.  23,  series  of  1864,  from  these  head- 
quarters, is  inclosed  herewith.* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

servant, 

T.  H.  HARRIS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headqiiaeters  Depaetment  op  Mississippi, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  January  15,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Davidson, 

Commanding  District  of  Natchez,  Natchez,  Miss. : 
General  :  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  depart- 
ment to  inform  you  that  in  response  to  your  request  for  additional  cav- 
alry he  this  day  issues  the  order  sending  you  his  strongest  regiment, 
the  Second  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  commanded  by  Colonel  Karg6,  who 
distinguished  himself  during  the  raid,  and  to  inform  you  that  he  desires 
you,  on  the  receipt  of  this,  to  at  once  revoke  all  details  of  officers  and 
men  detached  in  any  way  within  your  command  from  the  portion  of 
the  lifth  Illinois  Cavalry  at  Natchez,  and  hold  them  in  readiness  to 
embark  on  the  transports  arriving  with  the  Second  New  Jersey,  as  soon 
as  that  regiment  has  disonbarked,  provided  with  ten  days'  forage  and 
rations,  to  the  end  that  not  an  hour  may  be  lost  in  the  disembarking 
of  the  one  or  the  embarkation  and  departure  of  the  other,  whether  by 
day  or  night;  also  please  furnish  the  steamers  with  all  the  coal  and 
dry  wood  they  can  use  on  the  up  trip,  and  give  the  captain  written 

*  Omitted. 
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orders  to  make  return  iu  the  fewest  hours  practicable,  impressing  on 
the  senior  officer  on  each  steamer  the  necessity  of  promptness,  to  the 
end  that  no  delays  may  occur.  The  Second  New  Jersey  is  the  only 
regiment  in  the  department  armed  with  the  Spencer  carbine,  and  is 
parted  with  by  the  major-general  with  some  reluctance  on  that  account, 
iiequisition  was  made  by  telegraph  on  the  Cavalry  Bureau  at  Wash- 
ington for  sufficient  additional  arms  and  accouterments  to  fully  equip 
the  regiment  some  time  since.  Orders  were  sent  some  time  since  to 
Major-General  Washburn,  commanding  District  of  Vicksburg,  to  send 
all  public  transportation  and  model  barges  at  Vicksburg  and  Natchez 
to  Memphis,  excepting  one  transport  and  one  barge  of  sufficient  capac- 
ity to  move  one  4-gun  battery  and  200  cavalry  at  each  place.  The 
major-general  directs  me  to  state  that  the  orders  are  so  modified  as  to 
leave  all  barges  belonging  to  Natchez  at  that  post. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

T.  H.  HARRIS, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Oedees,  )       Hdqes.  Department  of  Mississippi, 

No.  28.  j  Memphis,  Tenn.,  Jamiary  15,  I860, 

II.  The  Second  New  Jersey  and  Fourth  Missouri  Volunteer  Cavalry 
will  be  held  in  readiness  to  embark  at  an  hour's  notice  with  five  days' 
forage  and  rations,  all  baggage,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  and  prop- 
erty. All  officers  and  enlisted  men  detached  in  any  way  from  these 
regiments  Avill  be  at  once  ordered  to  them.  All  details  are  hereby 
revoked.  Immediate  action  will  be  expected  from  every  officer  in  any 
manner  interested. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  N.  J.  T.  Dana: 

T.  H.  HARRIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Mississippi, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  January  15,  18(15. 
Commanding  Officer  Fourth  Missouri  Cat.  Vols., 

Memphis,  Tenn. : 
Sir  :  You  are  hereby  ordered  to  immediately  and  without  delay  pre- 
pare for  embarking  your  entire  command,  with  all  officers  and  men, 
horses,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  transportation  and  other  property' 
for  change  of  station.    All  details  of  officers  and  men  are  revoked  aiid 
you  will  order  every  one  detached  to  at  once  report  to  you.    You  will 
also,  on  receipt  of  this,  forthwith  furnish  to  Capt.  L.  S.  Van  Vliet  chief 
quartermaster,  an  exact  statement  of  number  of  officers  and  men  horses 
mules,  wagons,  equipage,  and  other  property,  including  five  days'  rations 
and  forage,  which  is  to  be  transported. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Dana: 

T.  H.  HARRIS, 

Lteutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  January  15,  1865. 
Major-General  Dodge, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

It  is  represented  to  me  that  there  is  so  much  irregular  violence  in 
Northern  Missouri  as  to  be  driving  away  the  people  and  almost  depop- 
ulating it.  Please  gather  information,  and  consider  whether  an  appeal 
to  the  people  there  to  go  to  their  homes  and  let  one  another  alone,  rec- 
ognizing as  a  full  right  of  protection  for  each  that  he  lets  others  alone, 
and  barring  only  him  who  refuses  to  let  others  aloue,  may  not  enable 
you  to  withdraw  the  troops,  their  presence  itself  a  cause  of  irritation 
and  constant  apprehension,  and  thus  restore  peace  and  quiet  and  return- 
ing prosperity.    Please  consider  this,  and  telegraph  or  write  me. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  January  15, 1865. 
Governor  Fletcher, 

Jefferson  City: 
President  Lincoln  telegraphs  me  that  it  is  represented  to  him  that 
there  is  much  Irregular  violence  in  Northern  Missouri.  That  on  account 
of  this  it  is  being  almost  depopulated,  and  suggests  the  propriety  of 
withdrawing  the  troops  and  calling  upon  the  citizens  to  return,  and 
recognizing  as  a  full  right  to  each  that  he  let  the  other  alone.  Do  you 
believe  any  such  policy  would  have  the  desired  effect?  I  have  not 
heard  of  many  cases  that  he  speaks  of.  Consider  this  private  and 
answer  by  telegraph. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-Qmieral. 


War  Department, 

January  15,  1865. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Fletcher, 

Jefferson  City,  Mo. : 
The  Secretary  of  War  being  absent  it  is  my  duty  to  answer  your 
telegram  of  yesterday.  This  Department  receives  with  joy  the  assur- 
ance it  contains.  The  abolition  of  slavery  in  Missouri  is  an  historical 
event  of  vast  significance  and  moment.  As  in  the  border  struggle  of 
Kansas,  the  slave-holders  of  Missouri  were  the  first  to  begin  the  war 
against  freedom  and  democracy,  so  the  triumph  of  emancipation  in 
your  great  central  State  is  the  sure  precursor  and  pledge  of  the  speedy 
and  immovable  establishment  of  liberty  and  unity  for  the  entire  nation. 

C.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Saint  Louis,  January  15,  1865. 
Colonel  Bbveridge, 

Pilot  Knob  : 
You  will  at  once  relieve  all  the  Seventh  Kansas  now  at  the  bridges 
on  Iron  Mountain  Eailroad  with  dismounted  men  of  the  Seventeenth 
Illinois  Cavalry,  the  mounted  men  to  be  collected  at  Pilot  Knob  and 
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its  outposts,  Centerville,  and  Patterson .  There  are  some  of  the  Sev- 
enth Kansas  at  the  bridges  this  side  of  your  district.  Yon  will  relieve 
them  also.  The  officer  in  command  at  De  Soto  can  give  you  informa- 
tion as  to  the  location  of  the  troops  of  that  regiment  this  side  of  your 
district.  The  mounted  men  will  march  to  Pilot  Knob  on  being  relieved. 
Report  by  telegraph  when  you  shall  have  executed  this  order. 
By  order  of  Brigadier- General  Ewing: 
"^  H.   HANNAHS, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquaeteks  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  15,  1865. 
Col.  J.  r.  Philips, 

Commanding  Central  District  of  Missouri,  Warrensburg,  Mo.  : 

Colonel  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  report  of  January  10,  which  gives 
me  a  good  insight  into  matters.  You  ask  for  advice  and  instructions 
relative  to  organizing  local  companies,  &c.  I  expect  that  during  this 
week  or  the  next  the  new  militia  bill  will  become  a  law,  when  I  pro- 
pose that  we  shall  organize  in  each  of  the  Missouri  River  counties,  and 
in  others  when  necessary,  at  least  one  company  of  100  men  each,  placed 
under  good,  undoubtedly  loyal,  and,  if  possible,  experienced  officers.  The 
Government  will  furnish  forage  and  clothing,  the  State  probably  arm 
and  equip,  and  the  counties  be  taxed  to  pay  them.  I  hope  the  law  will 
so  pass  as  to  warrant  this,  and  have  them  raised  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  district  commanders.  If  you  raise  any  companies  no  doubt 
they  can  be  turned  into  this  organization.  We  must  have  in  such  com- 
panies good  officers,  who  Avill  command  implicit  obedience  from  and 
enforce  discipline  among  their  men,  and  who  will  not  cause  or  allow 
their  troops  to  unlawfully  depredate,  pillage,  or  plunder,  or  to  commit 
any  acts  through  personal  enmity.  General  Orders,  No.  7, 1  propose  to 
carry  out  strictly,  and  the  people  may  as  well  understand  that  they 
must  comply  with  it.  Colonel  Harding  is  now  under  you,  which  does 
away  with  all  conflict  of  orders,  and  I  believe  placed  troops  at  Little 
Blue.  It  is  to  our  interest  to  give  all  protection  and  aid  and  encour 
agement  to  the  finishing  of  the  Pacific  Railroad.  I  have  sent  working 
parties  to  Osage  and  Meramec  to  put  up  blockhouses,  so  as  to  relieve 
you  from  drawing  too  heavily  from  your  force  for  such  details.  I  send 
you  plan  of  a  good  block-house.  The  lower  part  is  all  we  build,  the 
top  or  second  story  being  useless.  Make  those  you  build  in  future  upon 
this  plan.  Give  no  rest  to  the  guerrillas.  Keep  them  moving  until 
we  can  have  perfect  organization.  Keep  me  thoroughly  advised  of  all 
that  is  transpiring. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters, 
Fort  Lyon,  Colo.  Ter.,  January  15, 1865. 
Lieut.  Robert  S.  Roe, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fort  Riley,  Kans.: 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  since  ray  last  report  on  the  Gth 
instant  no  signs  of  Indians  have  been  seen  in  this  immediate  vicinitv 
The  Indians  have  evidently  all  gone  to  the  northward,  and  now  have 
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their  main  camp  between  the  Smoky  Hill  and  Republican.  They  are 
very  strong  and  are  well  armed  and  prepared  to  make  more  trouble  on 
the  plains  than  they  have  ever  made  before.  I  sent  word  to  the  citizens 
on  the  Platte  that  the  road  between  Julesburg  and  Marysville  would  be 
unsafe;  that  the  Indians  would  commit  depredations  there  and  then 
strike  the  settlements  south  of  Denver  and  between  there  and  Colo- 
rado City.  This  word  I  sent  three  weeks  ago,  and  what  I  then  stated 
has  occurred.  I  am  now  as  well  convinced  that  they  intend  to  make 
an  attack  on  the  settlements  above  here  on  the  Arkansas  River  or  to 
cut  off'  our  communication  with  the  States.  Our  force  here  is  small. 
Unofficial  rumor  states  that  Texans  are  advancing  from  Western  Texas 
upon  New  Mexico  and  Colorado,  but  should  this  be  a  mistake  we  have 
not  a  force  sufficient  here  to  protect  the  settlements  above  and  hold  this 
post.  The  company  (K,  First  New  Mexico  Volunteers)  belonging  to 
the  Department  of  New  Mexico  will  soon  be  called  to  Fort  Union.  This 
will  leave  the  post  in  a  worse  condition  still,  and  will  only  leave  troops 
sufficient  to  hold  the  post  without  furnishing  escorts  for  mail,  trains,  &c. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

SCOTT  J.  ANTHONY, 
Major  First  Colorado  Cavalry,  Commanding  Post. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  District  of  Colorado, 

No.  4.  )  Denver,  Colo.  Ter.,  Jantiary  15,  18f>5. 

Pursuant  to  telegraphic  instructions  from  department  headquarters 
bearing  date  of  the  13th  instant,  the  post  of  Fort  Lyon  and  vicinity  is 
attached  to  this  district.     All  reports  and  returns  required  by  existing 
orders  and  regulations  will  be  promptly  made  to  these  headquarters. 
By  order  of  Col.  T.  Moonlight,  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry : 

IRA  I.  TABBR, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )   Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

No.  16.  I  New  Orleans,  La.,  January  16,  1865. 

******* 

3.  Capt.  Thomas  F.  Purnell,  assistant  quartermaster  of  volunteers, 
having  reported  in  writing  to  these  headquarters  in  accordance  with 
Special  Orders,  No.  466,  War  Department,  series  of  1864,  is  hereby 
assigned  to  duty  with  the  First  Division,  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  District 
of  Vickgburg. 

******* 

By  order  of  Mai,  Gen.  E.  R.  S.  Canby: 

0.  T.  CHRISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Fort  at  Morgama — Memorandum  of  proposed  modifications. 

Office  of  Chief  Engineer, 
Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  January  10,  1865. 

The  Major-General  Commanding: 

First.    The  main  levee  to  be  made  continuous  and  secure  at  and  in 
vicinity  of  the  fort.    Those  portions  of  the  existing   line    situated 
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between  the  main  levee  and  the  river  to  be  demolished  (carefully  filling 
and  ramming  all  excavations  on  this  space)  and  replaced  by  lines  of 
heavy  stockade  extending  in  nearly  straight  lines  from  the  points  where 
the  faces  of  the  existing  half  bastions  intercept  the  main  levee  to  the 
water's  edge.  Each  of  these  two  lines  of  stockade  to  be  pierced  with 
the  usual  loopholes  and  two  embrasures  for  field  guns,  and  provided 
with  the  necessary  banquettes  and  platforms.  The  embrasures  and 
loop-holes  to  be  at  least  six  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  ground,  dis- 
pensing with  ditches  in  front  of  the  stockade.  All  excavations  neces- 
sary in  the  erection  of  the  stockade  to  be  carefully  filled  and  rammed. 
The  armament  to  be  (now  in  the  fort)  thirteen  24-pounder  siege  guns, 
one  12-pounder  siege  gun,  three  30-pounder  Parrotts,  one  12-pounder 
howitzer,  four  light  12-pounders  (field).  To  be  provided  six  field  howit- 
zers (heavy).  Garrison,  1,000  strong.  Second.  An  efficient  obstacle 
(either  abatis  or  inclined  palisading)  to  be  placed  in  front  of  the  whole 
line  as  above  modified,  under  close  musketry  fire,  the  obstacle  being 
made  doubly  secure  on  the  slopes  of  the  levee  where  it  crosses.  Third. 
The  gateways  to  be  arranged  so  as  to  receive  bulkheads  when  during 
fteshets  the  water  threatens  to  enter.  No  ammunition  to  be  stored 
between  the  levee  and  the  river.  Fourth.  Details  of  oflScers  and  men 
to  be  furnished  by  the  officer  commanding  the  post,  and  necessary 
facilities  in  the  control  of  the  quartermaster's  department  on  requisi- 
tions by  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  engineering  oi)erations. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

M.  D.  MCALESTER, 
Captain  of  Engineers  and  Chief  Engineer. 


Fort  Williams,  Baton  Rouge — Memorandum  of  proposed  modifications. 

Office  op  Chief  Engineer, 
Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  January  16,  1865. 
The  Major-General  Commanding: 

First.  The  fort  to  be  put  into  a  thorough  condition  of  repair  (includ- 
ing its  magazines)  and  strengthened  by  stockades  extending  from  the 
extremities  of  the  line  down  to  the  water's  edge,  by  ample  traverses  for 
the  protection  of  its  armament,  by  strong  barriers  at  the  gateways,  and 
by  an  inclined  palisading  along  the  whole  extent  of  the  ditch,  placed 
beyond  the  ditch  under  efficient  musketry  fire.  The  armament4o  remain 
as  at  present,  viz,  two  32-pounder  pintle  guns,  eleven  24pounder  siege 
guns,  four  8-inch  siege  howitzers,  three  field  batteries.  Garrison,  800 
or  1,000  strong,  designed  to  hold  the  fort  against  surprise  and  till  the 
arrival  of  re-enforcements.  Second.  The  epaulement  in  front  of  gate- 
way (south  face)  to  be  demolished.  Third.  Details  of  officers  and  men 
to  be  furnished  by  the  commander  of  the  post,  and  facilities  in  the 
hands  of  the  quartermaster's  department  upon  requisitions  of  the  offi- 
cer in  charge  of  the  engineering  operations. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

M.  D.  MCALESTER, 
Captain  of  Engineers  and  Chief  Engineer. 
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Hdqes.  Military  Division  op  West  Mississippi, 

Office  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer, 

Neiv  Orleans,  La.,  January  1(1,  1HG5. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Asst,  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi  : 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement  of  Mie 
information  received  at  this  office  this  10th  clay  of  January,  1805:  A 
report  from  Lieut.  John  M,  Ueeds,  Alexandria,  Mo.,  December  24, 1S04, 
indicates  that  section  of  the  country  very  quiet.  A  report  from  the  same 
source  of  December  30, 1804,  states  that  several  bands  of  robbers  and 
thieves  are  comuiitting  depredations.  These  bands  are  supposed  to 
belong  to  the  Enrolled  Militia  of  the  State,  and  it  is  thought  the  parties 
will  soon  be  brought  to  justice.  A  report  from  Capt.  Frederick  H.  Man, 
Morganza,,  La.,  January  12, 1805,  states  that  the  Second,  Fourth,  Sev- 
enth, and  Eighth  Louisiana  Cavalry  (rebel),  forming  a  brigade  about 
1,500  to  2,000  strong,  armed  with  Enfield  rifles,  commanded  by  Brig. 
Gen.  .Joseph  Brent,  are  stationed  near  Opelousas  picketing  the  Atchafa- 
laya  from  Eed  Eiver  down,  together  with  two  batteries  (about  twelve 
guns)  at  Cheneyville,  on  Bayou  Boeuf. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  M.  EATON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi. 


Special  Orders,  )        Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

No.  16.  )  New  Orleans,  January  16,  1865. 

7.  The  Twenty-fourth  Indiana  Volunteers  is  relieved  from  duty  in 
the  Defenses  of  New  Orleans,  and  will  without  delay  proceed  to  Ken- 
ner,  La.,  and  will  be  reported  to  Maj.  Gen.  F.  Steele,  commanding  U.  S. 
forces  at  that  place.  The  quartermaster's  department  "will  furnish  the 
necessary  transportation. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Hurlbut: 

C.  S.  SARGENT, 
First  Lieut.,  Second  Louisiana  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  La  Pourche  District, 

Thibodeaux,  La.,  January  16,  1865. 
Col.  W.  Sayles, 

Commanding  Post,  Napoleonville,  La.  : 
Sir:  Ton  will  send  one  company,  under  command  of  a  competent 
of&cer,  at  such  time  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  instant  as  will  enable 
them  to  reach  the  plantation  of  Pierre  Herbert,  on  Bayou  Pierre  Pass, 
some  time  in  the  evening,  not  before  8  o'clock.  You  will  instruct  the 
commanding  ofl&cer  to  capture  one  Victorine  Trahan  and  one  other  Con- 
federate soldier  supposed  to  be  harbored  there  while  on  furlough,  and 
if  these  men  are  found  on  his  premises  he  will  arrest  Pierre  Herbert. 
Eeturning  he  will  come  this  side  of  Grand  Bayou  before  going  into 
camp  for  the  night,  returning  to  camp  next  day.  He  will  be  careful 
not  to  permit  his  men  to  straggle  or  pillage  from  any  plantation  or 
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premises.    Privates  Oscar  Claud  and  Simon  Tralian,  First  Louisiana 
Cavalry,  Company  K,  will  report  to  you  to-morrow  to  act  as  guides  for 
the  expedition . 
By  command'of  Brig.  Gen.  R.  A.  Cameron: 

J.  MOEEIS  HAFF, 
First  Lieutenant,  Sixtieth  Indiana  Volunteers,  and  Aide-deCanip. 


Headquakters  Department  of  Mississippi, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  Jamiary  16,  1805. 
Maj.  Gen,  J.  J.  Eeynolds, 

Commanding  Department  of  Arkansas: 
I  inclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  communication  I  liave  to-day 
sent  to  tlie  headquarters  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi.*  I 
shall  rely  on  you  to  push  as  large  a  force,  with  great  ostentation  as  you 
can,  from  Pine  Bluff  toward  Camden  as  far  as  the  Saline.  I  would  like 
to  have  the  enemy  convinced,  if  possible,  that  you  have  a  bona  fide 
intention  of  attacking  Camden  so  as  to  draw  force  from  Monticello.  I 
hope  you  will  demonstrate  strongly  for  five  days  after  the  25th,  and 
then  return  home  as  fast  as  you  please.  By  that  time  I  hope  to  have 
my  force  out  of  the  way  and  after  Harrison.  I  would  be  glad  to  get 
your  views. 

N.  J.  T.  DANA, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

DevalVs  Bluff,  Ark.,  January  16,  1865 — 6  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  E.  West,  Little  Roclc: 

I  send  herewith  Colonel  Geiger's  dispatch,  just  received.!  Colonel 
Geiger's  aide  came  down  on  the  boat,  and  will  wait  here  for  any  orders 
you  desire  to  send  to  Colonel  Geiger.  I  will  hold  the  boat  in  readiness 
to  return  unless  you  send  contrary  instructions. 

ALEXANDER  SHALEE, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


LiTTLi-;  lioOK,  January  16,  1865— 7  p.  m. 
General  A.  Shaler: 

Please  ask  Colonel  Geiger's  aide  whether  my  dispatch  of  yesterday 
had  reached  Augusta  before  he  left  there.  It  will  be  well  to  keep  one 
boat  ready,  but  1  shall  have  nothing  more  to  send  until  Colonel  Geiger 
replies  to  my  dispatch  of  yesterday. 

J.  U.  WEST, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps 

DevaWs  Bluff,  Ark.,  January  16,  1865—8  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  ,J.  E.  West, 

Little  Rocli,  Ark.: 
Colonel  Geiger's  aide  is  not  present  at  the  moment.     Colonel  Geiger's 
dispatch  was  handed  me  by  the  officer  who  carried  your  dispatch  to 

'See  Dana  to  Christenseu,  January  16,  p.  544.  tNot  found 
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him.    Tour  dispatch  was  handed  to  Colonel  Geiger  about  7  o'clock  this 
morning.    His  dispatch  to  you  left  Augusta  at  11  o'clock  this  morning. 

ALEX.  SHALER, 
Briffadier- General,  U.  8.  Volunteers. 


DakdANELLB,  January  16,  1865 — 12  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  J.  Eeynolds, 

Little  Bock: 
Our  loss  not  so  heavy  as  first  reported ;  1  killed  of  the  Third  Wis- 
consin Regiment,  15  wounded,  and  2  missing.    Bodies  of  fifteen  rebels 
were  discovered  this  a.  m.;  eighteen  wounded  are  in  one  house  four 
miles  from  here.    Their  loss  is  supposed  to  be  irom  sixty  to  eighty. 
Everything  is  working  well.    By  night  we  will  be  ready  to  receive  as 
many  rebels  as  are  desirous  of  visiting  us.  Rebels  were  reported  camped 
last  night  nine  miles  from  here.    Have  scout  to  ascertain  their  move 
ments.    They  say  they  are  expecting  re-enforcements,  when  they  will 
renew  the  attack.    Will  send  down  the  wounded  on  first  steamer.    I 
will  retain  the  steamer  Alamo  here  to  bring  supplies  from  Lewisburg; 
also  for  ferrying  purposes.     Last  heard  from  fleet  they  were  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Mulberry,  safe. 
Respectfully, 

A.  H.  RYAN, 

Colonel. 


Headquakxees  Depaetment  of  Arkansas, 

January  16,  1865 — 3  i>.  to. 
Col.  A.  H.  Ryan, 

Lewisburg : 

Have  you  any  news  from  Dardanelle? 
By  order  of  Maior-General  Reynolds : 

JOHN  LEVERING, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Lewisbukg,  January  16,  1865. 
Maj.  John  Leveeing, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Little  Rock: 
All  is  quiet  at  Dardanelle.    I  have  just  received  a  report  that  the 
rebels  are  re -enforced  by  Gordon's  and  Morgan's  regiments,  and  are  to 
renew  the  attack.    I  have  notified  Colonel  Ryan,  at  Dardanelle. 

I.  W.  FULLER, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 


Pine  Bluff,  Akk.,  January  16, 1865. 

Maj.  John  Leveeing, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
A  scout  sent  down  the  river  forty  miles  captured  six  prisoners  with 
their  horses  and  equipments.    Among  them  was  a  rebel  major  and  two 
other  commissioned  offlcers.    The  officer  commanding  the  scout  reports 
a  force  of  about  200  rebels  on  the  Arkansas  River  at  Red  Fork. 

POWELL  CLAYTON, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Indian  Brigade, 
Fort  Gibson,  C.  X.,  January  16,  1865. 
Maior-General  Herron: 

General  :  I  cannot  suppose  that  you  are  still  engaged  in  the  mis- 
sion on  which  I  had  recently  occasion  to  meet  you,  and  it  would  be 
hardly  fair  to  tax  you  with  its  cares  and  disagreeables.  It  occurred  to 
me,  however,  that  you  still  might  have  some  interest  in  the  develop- 
ment of  affairs  in  this  section,  and  to-night,  having  a  brief  breathing 
space,  I  take  the  liberty  of  giving  you  a  sketch  of  them.  The  order 
to  proceed  to  Washington  I  did  not  receive,  but  late  one  night  I  was 
summoned  to  General  Thayer's  headquarters  and  received  orders  to 
resume  command  of  the  Indian  Brigade.  They  were  reticent,  and  I 
sought  to  know  no  more  than  they  thought  proper  to  communicate.  I 
could  scarcely  get  an  escort  here,  but  assumed  command  on  the  29th 
ultimo.  I  would  have  preferred  to  meet  and  expose  the  powerful 
organization  that  I  fear  is  not  dead  yet.  I  was  willing  to  stake  my 
reputation  on  the  struggle,  but  God  knows  best.  The  orders  to  evac- 
uate Fort  Smith  were  issued  and  countermanded.  I  think  the  latter 
an  error  that  time  will  prove.  The  orders  to  close  the  stores  in  Smith 
caused  a  remarkable  sale.  Goods  were  sold  off  in  immense  quantities 
to  all  persons  from  the  20th  to  the  31st  of  iJecember,  1864.  It  has  been 
stated  to  me  by  one  of  the  parties  that  $2,000  on  each  merchant  was 
levied  by  some  one  for  that  twelve  days'  grace.  Orders  were  sent  here 
in  advance  of  me  stating  that  the  order  to  expel  does  not  apply  to  Fort 
Gibson  at  the  ijresent.  I  am  issuing  regulations  for  the  line  between 
this  and  Kansas,  prohibiting  any  save  a  small  number,  two  teams  to 
each  legitimate  trader  here,  with  each  train.  I  also  issue  regulations 
to  keep  it  in  its  proper  limits,  which  I  find  it  has  greatly  transcended. 
General  Orders,  No.  7,  was  revoked;,  and  I  was  directed  to  make  need- 
ful rules  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  Indians.  Tliis  I  shall  do,  but  with 
the  organizations  above  and  below  me  it  will  be  extremely  diflicult,  and 
my  limited  authority  and  means  will  place  me  to  a  large  extent  at  the 
mercy  of  those  who  are  in  league  with  the  plunderers.  Captain  Vit- 
tum  was  named  by  General  Blunt  provost- marshal  of  Southern  Kansas. 
Only  think  of  one  of  the  most  noted  cattle  thieves  being  police  officer 
on  the  border.  Blair  is  still  at  Fort  Scott,  and  says  he  is  not  going 
from  it.  I  have  plenty  in  my  hands,  but  think  I  ought  to  prefer  charges 
and  push  the  matter  against  both  of  them  and  others.  Here  1  found 
matters  in  a  frightful  state.  I  had  no  idea  that  demoralization  could 
have  reached  such  a  pitch  in  such  a  short  time.  I  have  the  report  and 
affidavit  of  an  acting  detective  here,  which  is  full  of  frightful  revela- 
tions implicating  Colonel  Wattles,  the  provost-marshal,  quartermaster, 
and  commissary.  It  seems  they  were  regularly  in  the  habit  of  throw- 
ing persons  in  a  wretched  prison  and  blackmailing  them,  the  money 
being  divided  between  Wattles,  the  provost-marshal,  and  the  detective. 
Other  articles  M'ere  taken  and  divided.  I  placed  the  provost-marshal 
in  arrest.  He  is  a  young  man,  and  refuses  to  admit,  but  does  the  same 
thing.  He  begs  that  I  will  not  proceed  against  him,  and  promises  to 
refund  his  share  of  the  money  to  the  persons  mulcted.  Wattles  I  have 
not  yet  placed  under  arrest.  I  scarcely  know  what  to  do  with  him.  I 
understand  that  my  command  will  be  defined  as  a  separate  command 
in  orders,  and  I  hope  so,  but  I  have  no  colonel  and  he  might  raise  the 
question  of  rank.  I  hardly  feel  like  permitting  him  to  resign.  What 
should  I  do?  My  commissary  carried  on  a  frightful  system.  "  I  find  a 
wholesale  forging  of  vouchers.  I  have  sent  for  Captain  Peck  to  inspect 
and  examine.    Captain  Gaylord  left  for  Fort  Smith  before  I  began  the 
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inspection  of  nis  establishment.  When  he  returns  I  will  have  to  place 
him  in  arrest.  The  quartermaster's  affairs  I  have  not  inspected  sufil- 
cieutly  yet  to  speak,  fully,  but  he  must  be  removed.  Some  of  the  ofiB- 
cers  here  have  been  leading  a  life  of  idleness,  and  go  to  work  with  a 
very  bad  grace,  and  the  worthless  soreheads  caucus  in  McDonald's  and 
McKee's  store  for  my  removal.  During  the  pendency  of  the  contract 
nearly  all  the  cattle  killed,  or  a  large  proportion  of  them,  were  contra- 
band. I  have  reported  the  data  through  Captain  Peck  to  General 
Eaton.  I  find  that  the  corn  bought  at  Fort  Scott  by  Insley  has  been 
(part  of  it)  shipped  down  here  and  put  in  the  warehouse  of  McDonald 
here  to  be  issued  on  another  contract,  part  of  it  hauled  in  Government 
transportation.  I  got  the  affidavits  of  the  wagon-master  and  team- 
sters. I  find  that  there  has  been  a  gigantic  swindle  by  Oofl&n  and 
McDonald  in  corn  in  the  nation.  I  furnished  seed  corn  to  the  Chero- 
kees  last  spring,  taken  on  South  Canadian  and  Boggy.  They  raised 
nearly  enough  to  do  them.  As  the  Creek  refugees  around  Gibson  were 
suffering,  the  President  authorized  the  expenditure  of  $200,000.  What 
do  you  think  the  rascals  did?  Cofln  telegraphed  that  McDonald  & 
Co.  could  furnish  corn  at  $7  and  beef  at  6  cents,  or  3,  gross.  He 
was  allowed  to  take  a  temporary  supply.  He  sends  agents  all  through 
the  Cherokee  country  buying  at  $2  and  $2.50.  If  a  man  had  100  bush- 
els they  buy  it  all  and  issue  half  of  it  to  him,  and  give  one  of  his 
neighbors  an  order  for  fifty  of  it  to  go  and  get  it.  It  is  paid  for  in 
McDonald's  and  McKee's  checks,  thirty  days  after  date;  9,000  bushels 
were  thus  bought.  Sometimes  when  there  was  no  corn  they  give  checks 
for  the  corn  and  checks  for  what  they  pretend  to  buy.  The  contractor 
was  killing  contraband  beef,  forbidding  them  to  kill  their  own  cattle, 
and  buying  a  few  of  these,  about  a  tenth  of  what  the  contractors 
killed,  at  2  cents.  I  have  stopped  all  these  irregular  beef  practices. 
It  has  been  a  perfect  pandemonium  broke  loose.  God  knows  when  they 
would  have  stopped.  I  shall  straighten  it  all  up  as  far  as  I  have  the 
power.  My  task  is  a  thankless  one,  except  the  conviction  of  doing  my 
duty.  I  am  exposed  to  the  hatred  of  a  powerful  money  corporation, 
and  I  doubt  whether  the  Government  will  stand  by  me,  but  the  thing 
of  all  others  that  I  cannot  afford  is  that  any  one  should  think  I  was 
unable  to  meet  or  afraid  of  any  responsibilities.  I  should  be  pleased 
to  hear  from  you.  Accept  my  profound  esteem  and  regard. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 
Colonel  Third  Indian  Home  Guard  [Kansas  Infantry), 


FoET  Gibson,  0.  N.,  January  16, 1865. 

Lieut.  William  Gallahee, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Indian  Brigade: 
Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  statement  in 
regard  to  the  nuinber  of  cattle  slaughtered  for  the  use  of  the  troops  under 
my  command,  ordered  to  meet  and  escort  supply  train  en  route  from 
Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  to  Fort  Gibson,  C.  N. :  Januaiy  3,  slaughtered  at 
Flat  Rock  Creek  two  beeves,  weighing  perhaps  300  pounds  each  net,  no 
brands;  January  4,  at  Pryor's  Creek,  slaughtered  one  beef  weighing 
400  pounds  net,  no  brand;  January  11,  at  Cabin  Creek,  slaughtered 
four  beeves  weighing  300  pounds  net  each,  no  brands;  January  13, 
slaughtered  at  Flat  Kock  Creek  two  beeves  weighing  300  pounds  each 
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net,  no  brands.  A  number  of  small  bogs  were  killed,  perhaps  fifteen 
or  twenty  in  number.  It  will,  I  suppose,  be  proper  to  state  the  num- 
ber of  enlisted  men  in  my  command.  I  left  Gibson  on  the  2d  instant 
with  256  enlisted  men  of  the  First  Indian  Home  Guard ;  eight  enlisted 
men  of  the  Third  Indian  Home  Guard.  Jamiary  8,  met  detachment 
Second  Indian  [Home  Guard],  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Waterhouse, 
numbering  ninety-seven  enlisted  men.  January  9,  was  re-enforced  by 
Lieutenant  Hanway  with  twelve  men.  Third  Indian  Home  Guard. 
January  12,  re-enforced  by  Captain  Price  with  twenty  men.  Second 
Indian  Home  Guard.  I  think  I  can  safely  say  that  there  was  not  near 
the  amount  of  meat  killed  and  consumed  that  the  command  would 
have  been  entitled  to  if  drawn  on  requisition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JAMES  A.  PHILLIPS, 
Major  First  Indian  Home  Guard,  Comdg.  Train  and  Escort. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Mississippi, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  January  16,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  C-  T.  Christensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Biv.  of  West  Miss., 

Neiv  Orleans,  La.: 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  touching  the 
organization  of  a  cavalry  expedition  for  the  pur]>ose  of  fulfilling  the 
object  ordered  by  your  cipher  dispatch  of  21st,  ultimo.*  The  cavalry 
which  composed  the  expedition  against  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad 
has  not  yet  all  returned.  Transports  in  sufficient  quantity  cannot  be 
procured,  owing  to  the  number  furnished  to  carry  the  two  brigades 
and  batteries  of  the  Eeserve  Corps  from  Memphis  to  New  Orleans,  and 
Generals  Griersou's  and  Winslow's  cavalry  to  Louisville,  with  the 
detention  of  others  ordered  from  above  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  by  ice. 
Some  of  my  regiments  suffered  greatly  in  loss  of  horses  iu  the  attack 
on  the  stockade  at  Egypt,  ])articularly  the  Second  New  Jersey  Cav- 
alry. General  Davidson  asks  for  a  large  regiment,  and  the  Second 
New  Jersey  is  the  largest  I  have,  and  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  recruit  and  replenish  its  horses  at  Natchez.  The  Fifth  Illinois 
Cavalry  is  divided,  six  companies  at  Vicksburg  and  six  companies 
at  Natchez.  Their  horses  have  been  resting  since  my  expedition 
against  the  Mississippi  Central  Railroad.  These  considerations  have 
caused  me  to  send  the  Second  New  Jersey  to  Natchez,  and  to  order 
the  Fifth  Illinois,  the  Eleventh  New  York,  and  the  Twelfth  Illinois 
all  to  rendezvous  at  Memphis  immediately.  This  will  enable  me  to 
select  a  body  of  about  3,000  effectives.  The  enemy  has  about  that 
number  near  Monroe  and  Oak  Ridge,  under  Harrison.  The  streams  iu 
the  district  in  which  I  shall  operate  are  full  and  overflowing  and  I  con- 
clude not  to  allow  a  wheel  to  accompany  the  expedition,  and  we  must 
cross  our  arms  and  ammunition  over  bad  places  by  temporary  rafts 
whilst  we  swim  the  horses.  The  expedition,  after  starting,  will  last 
three  weeks  and  from  the  scarcity  of  supplies  and  bad  condition  of 
the  country  I  anticipate  a  considerable  expenditure  of  horse  flesh  We 
can  readily  drive  Harrison  beyond  the  Washita,  but  to  prevent  him 
from  returning  it  is  necessary  to  destroy  all  forage  and  supplies  iu  the 

*  See  Vol.  LXI,  Part  IV,  p.  901. 
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district  on  which  he  can  subsist  this  season.  I  propose  to  do  this, 
and,  if  possible,  head  him  oft',  bring  him  to  action,  and  ])unish  him  so 
badly  as  to  disperse  his  regiments.  There  is  a  pile  [of|  Confederate 
Government  cotton  at  Gum  Ridge,  said  to  amount  to  3,000  bales.  I 
believe  this  should  be  burned,  and  sliall  so  order;  but,  being  in  doubt, 
I  should  like,  if  possible,  to  be  prohibited  in  time  if  it  is  not  desirable. 
My  plan  of  action,  so  far  as  I  can  now  decide  upon  it,  is  as  follows, 
the  details  will  of  course  be  varied  by  circumstances  arising  at  the 
time:  I  shall  prepare  the  cavalry  here  to  move  against  Forrest  in  con- 
cert with  General  Wilson.  I  will  ask  General  Reynolds  to  send  against 
Camden,  from  Pine  Bluff',  as  large  a  force  of  infantry,  cavalry,  and 
artillery  as  he  can  spare,  with  necessary  means  to  cross  the  Saline 
River;  tbis  force  to  leave  tbe  Bluff  on  the  25th,  and  proceed  by 
slow  marches,  continuing  the  feint  on  Camden  for  five  days,  after 
which  it  may  return.  I  will  embarlL  3,000  cavalry  from  Fort  Pickering 
on  the  night  of  the  25th  and  land  them  at  Gaines'  Landing  on  the 
m.orning  of  the  27th.  One  brigade  proceeding  down  the  river  would 
cross  the  Macon  and  Bceuf  and  burn  the  3,000  bales  of  Confederate 
cotton  which  are  reported  to  be  guarded  by  Armstrong's  men  at  Gum 
Ridge;  thence  to  Hamburg,  where  the  main  column,  having  crossed 
the  Bartholomew  and  driven  out  or  captured  the  force  at  Monticello, 
would  join.  After  this  the  march  must  be  decided  by  the  course  Har- 
rison will  take.  I  will  send  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Major-General 
Reynolds  in  order  that  he  may  be  fully  advised  of  my  intentions. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  J.  T.  DANA, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  West  Tennessee, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  January  16,  1865. 
Col.  James  N.  McArthur, 

Commanding  Post  of  Columbus,  Ky.  : 
Colonel:  The  copy  of  official  letter*  from  E.  D.  Townsend,  assist- 
ant adjutant-general.  War  Department,  of  January  3, 1865,  to  Briga- 
dier-General Meredith,  commanding  at  Paducah,  &c.,  forwarded  by  you, 
is  received;  also  copy  of  a  letter  of  January  13,  and  telegram  of  Jan- 
uary 14,  from  General  Meredith  to  you.  I  have  only  to  repeat  my  pre- 
vious instructions  and  to  say  that  you  cannot  obey  the  order  of  Gen- 
eral Meredith.  The  last  sentence  in  the  official  letter  of  the  assistant 
adjutant- general.  War  Department,  above  referred  to,  declares  all  the 
troops  east  of  the  Mississippi  River  up  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  are 
subject  to  the  orders  of  Major-General  Canby,  commanding  Military 
Division  of  West  Mississippi.  These  papers  have  been  all  forwarded 
to  Major-General  Canby,  through  superior  headquarters,  and  definite 
action  will  doubtless  be  taken  in  a  few  days,  of  which  you  will  be 
jnomptly  notified,  and  which  will  probably  result  in  attaching  other 
posts  besides  Columbus  to  General  Dana's  command.  In  the  mean- 
time, to  avoid  any  embarrassing  questions,  I  shall  not  give  you  any  fur- 
ther special  instructions,  but  require  you  to  obey  and  carry  out  those 
already  given. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  C.  VBATCIT, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

'See  Vol.  XLV,  Piirt  IF,  p.  503. 
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Headqxjaetees  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  16,  1865. 
Hou.  Abraham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 
Dear  Sir  :  I  Lave  the  Lonor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  tele- 
gram of  the  15th  instant.  Since  I  assumed  commaud  here  the  troubles 
in  North  Missouri  have  increased,  from  the  fact  that  the  troops  that 
were  in  those  counties  infested  by  guerrilhi  bands  were  nearly  all  with- 
drawn by  me  to  send  to  General  Thomas,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  this 
country  is  now  more  quiet  than  it  has  been  before  for  three  years. 
Where  these  troubles  exist  the  people  are  to  a  great  extent  disloyal, 
and  it  is  the  protection,  aid,  and  sympathy  that  they  give  to  the  enemy 
and  to  outlaws  that  causes  these  troubles.  One  class  (the  disloyal) 
desires  all  troops  withdrawn,  while  the  other  (the  loyal  men)  petition  to 
have  more  sent.  The  fact  is  that  unless  troops  are  kept  in  the  Missouri 
River  counties  no  loyal  people  can  live  there.  I  have  consulted  with 
Governor  Fletcher  in  relation  to  this  matter,  and  so  far  as  possible  we 
have  endeavored  to  quiet  these  troubles.  Three  thousand  men  left 
these  counties  and  joined  Price  last  fall.  Many  of  them  are  now  sneak- 
ing back  and  going  into  the  bush  to  operate.  The  people  who  are  leav- 
ing are  mostly  those  whose  friends  are  in  the  rebel  army,  or  whose  sym- 
pathies are  with  the  rebels,  and  those  who  expect  to  be  disfranchised,  and 
who  have  but  very  little,  if  any,  sympathy  with  our  Government.  They 
do  not  leave  on  account  of  depredations  committed  upon  them  by  the 
troops,  but  through  fear  of  action  of  the  State  convention.  I  believe 
most  of  the  loyal  men,  and  those  who  have  determined  to  become  loyal, 
are  determined  to  stay.  Those  of  them  that  do  go  flee  from  guerrillas, 
which  no  order  or  proclamation  would  reach.  The  bushwhackers  can 
only  be  put  down  and  kept  down  by  holding  the  citizens  who  aid,  feed, 
and  harbor  them  responsible.  I^oyal  local  organizations  I  consider  the 
best  troops  to  keep  these  outlaws  under,  and  I  had  settled  in  my  own 
mind  upon  the  policy  to  pursue,  viz:  As  soon  as  the  State  legislature 
passes  the  new  militia  bill,  to  raise  under  it  100  men  from  each  of  these 
disloyal  counties,  place  them  under  competent  and  reliable  officers,  citi- 
zens of  the  State  who  have  seen  service.  Let  the  Government  arm, 
equip,  and  feed  them,  and  the  counties  pay  them.  Place  one  of  these 
companies  on  duty  in  each  of  the  disloyal  counties  where  these  troubles 
exist;  withdraw  therefrom  the  U.  S.  volunteers,  and  call  upon  the  citi- 
zens to  support  and  aid  these  organizations.  To  a  great  extent  they 
will  cheerfully  do  it.  Those  who  will  not,  and  who  persist  in  giving  aid 
to  bushwhackers,  to  be  sent  out  of  the  department.  I  have  issued 
stringent  orders  to  all  the  troops  in  regard  to  committing  depredations 
and  acts  through  personal  enmity,  and  good  effects  are  hereby  being 
produced.  I  hear  of  but  very  few  depredations  by  troops  recently,  but 
bushwhackers  are  robbing  and  murdering  in  many  places.  Duriu" 
the  winter  it  is  to  the  interest  of  these  outlaws  and  their  friends  to 
keep  our  troops  away.  As  soon  as  spring  comes  they  expect  to  obtain 
re-enforcements  from  the  South,  and  even  from  the  loyal  States,  where 
many  have  gone  to  winter,  and  who,  when  the  leaves  come,  -will  all 
return.  What  troops  I  have  are  kept  very  active,  and  they  are  doing 
good  work  in  the  way  of  breaking  up  guerrillas  and  marauding  bands 
The  troops  in  North  Missouri  are  nearly  all  Missouri  State  Militia 
whose  term  of  service  is  fast  expiring.  Their  discipline  has  been  very 
lax,  and  on  account  of  the  defective  nature  of  that  organization  thev 
have  not  been  efficient.    I  have  taken  measures  to  hold  the  officers 
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respousible  for  the  discipline  and  acts  of  these  troops.  I  do  believe 
that  the  system  of  local  organization  that  I  intend  to  inaugurate  will 
prove  effective  for  the  special  reason  that  we  will  have  the  selection  of 
the  oflScers,  and  most  of  them  will  be  old,  tried,  and  experienced  sol- 
diers, fuUj'  imbued  with  the  right  sentiment,  and  feeling  a  personal 
interest  in  restoring  law  and  order.  Allow  me  to  assure  you  tliat  the 
course  you  propose  would  be  protested  against  by  the  State  authori- 
ties, the  legislature,  the  convention,  and  by  nearly  every  loyal  man 
in  North  Missouri,  while  it  would  receive  the  sanction  of  nearly  every 
disloyal,  semi-loyal,  and  non-committal  person  there.  All  suck  could, 
under  that  course,  live,  and  would  want  to  stay,  in  that  country,  while 
every  loyal  man  would  have  to  leave  those  counties  where  the  disloyal 
sentiment  is  in  the  ascendency.  1  take  it  that  the  only  sure  road  to 
peace  in  this  State  is  through  the  aid  and  support  of  its  undoubtedly 
loyal  population,  and  with  the  organization  I  speak  of  I  am  satisfied  I 
can  restore  and  maintain  quiet  in  North  Missouii.  It  is  my  wish  and 
earnest  eudeavor  to  have  every  person  in  the  State  and  elsewhere  to 
come  up  firmly  to  the  support  of  the  Government,  no  matter  what  their 
antecedents  are,  and  I  have  in  my  orders  and  instructions  to  my  troops 
commanded  them  to  give  all  encouragement,  aid,  and  protection  in  their 
power  to  any  and  every  person  who  shows  an  honest  and  earnest  desire 
and  intention  to  support  the  Government  and  assist  in  putting  down 
guerrilla  warfare.  I  herewith  inclose  my  Order,  No.  7,*  which  embodies 
some  of  the  views  in  your  dispatch,  and  which  will  receive  the  cordial 
indorsement  and  cheerful  support  of  every  person  in  the  State  who  is 
not  aiding  and  abetting  bushwhackers,  or  who  are  so  disloyal  that  they 
would  not  agree  to  or  approve  of  anything  issued  by  a  Federal  officer, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major- General. 


Jefferson  Oity.  January  16',  18(J:j — (i.4U  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge; 

I  have  heard  ot  some  Union  men  being  killed  in  North  Missouri  and 
of  some  rebels  moving  away.  No  Union  man  wants  the  troops  with- 
drawn from  here.  The  Union  men  will  return  and  be  organized  under 
new  military  law  and  can  then  defend  themselves.  I  will  consent  to  no 
bargains  with  rebels.  All  we  want  is  discipline  in  the  troops  we  have 
and  those  to  be  organized.  I  do  not  believe  the  policy  mentioned  by 
you  would  have  any  good  effect,  and  think  it  has  been  suggested  by 
the  same  men  who  have  been  compromising  with  the  enemy  since  the 
war  began.  I  had  hoped  the  President  would  not  listen  to  their  coun- 
sels again. 

THOS.  G.  FLETCnBK, 

Governor  of  Minsouri. 


Olive  Street  Hotel,  Saint  Lonin,  January  16,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge: 

SiK:  Upon  consulting  with  various  friends  of  the  Government  from 
difierent  parts  of  the  State,  whom  we  met  at  the  caintal  and  else- 
where, we  beg  leave  to  present  to  you  our  views  in  reference  to  ridding 


*  See  January  8,  p  458. 
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the  State  of  bushwhackers  and  rebels.  They  live  and  do  their  work 
of  blood  and  plunder  mostly  hi  the  river  counties,  where  they  must  get 
encouragement  from  the  people.  The  condition  of  such  of  the  Union 
men  in  Platte,  Clay,  liay,  Carroll,  Chariton,  Howard,  Boone,  Randolph, 
Callaway,  La  Fayette,  Jackson,  Saline,  and  other  counties  as  supported 
Mr.  Lincoln  for  President,  and  who  have  been  active,  outs])okeu  friends 
of  the  Government,  is  such  that  they  and  their  property  are  in  con- 
stant danger  of  assassination  aiid^iillage,  and  as  a  consefjuence  nearly 
all  such  have  either  left  for  places  of  security  or  design  leaving  with- 
out greater  security  is  afforded  them  at  their  homes.  Many  of  them 
have  gone  to  the  military  posts  in  their  several  counties  and  must 
suffer  greatly  in  their  pecuniary  affairs.  Believing  in  the  justice  of  the 
remarks  of  Governor  Fletcher  that  "  if  there  be  but  one  loyal  man  in 
any  county  in  this  State  he  shall  stand  up  at  his  county  seat  and  defy 
Jeff.  Davis  and  all  his  followers,"  we  invoke  your  authority  and  con- 
sent to  the  following  plan : 

Let  the  committee  of  safety  in  such  counties  as  are  referred  to, 
and  others  if  necessary,  in  connection  with  the  military  commander  in 
each  county,  select,  say,  ten  or  fifteen  prominent  and  wealthy  sympa- 
thizers in  each  township  and  notify  them  by  general  order  that  they 
and  their  jn'operty  will  be  held  responsible  for  the  safety  of  the  persons 
and  property  of  all  the  loyal  men  of  their  townships.  Such  men  here- 
tofore have  been  able  to  keep  the  bushwhackers  from  killing  and  rob- 
bing them,  and  if  they  are  able  to  do  that  much  they  are  able  to 
preserve  loyal  men,  and  they  should  do  it  or  take  the  consequences. 
Such  an  order  will  have  the  effect  either  to  give  security  to  loyal  men 
or  else  disloyal  men,  so  held  responsible,  will  leave  the  State,  and  in 
either  case  good  will  be  accomplished.  The  State  will  be  far  the  gainer 
by  the  removal  of  such  men  from  it.  One  of  the  troubles  in  our  State 
has  been  that  orders  good  enough  have  been  issued,  but  not  executed. 
Issue  such  an  order  as  we  ask  for,  and  execute  it  promptly  when  neces- 
sary, and  our  opinions  are  that  peace  will  come  of  it.  We  might  elab- 
orate this  subject,  but  refrain  from  doing  so. 

Giving  you  assurances  of  our  hearty  cooperation  in  any  measures 
you  may  take  looking  to  the  peace  of  the  State,  the  security  of  the 
loyal  people,  and  the  luitting  down  of  this  rebellion,  we  subscribe  our- 
selves, A^ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

EDWARD  M.  SAMUEL,  of  Clay  County. 

W.  A.  WILSON,  of  Saline  County. 

DAVID  WAGi^ER,  of  Lewis  County. 

[And  twenty-eight  others.] 


Pilot  Knob,  January  16, 1865. 
Major  Hannahs, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
Troops  have  gone  on  2  p.  m.  train  to  relieve  Seventh  Kansas  Cavalry 
at  De  Soto  and  bridges.     Sixty  dismounted  men  have  been  sent  to  Cen- 
terville,  and  Oom]iany  F,  Seventeenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  over  eighty 
strong,  to  Patterson  to  strengthen  those  outposts. 

JOHN  L.  BEVERIDGE, 

Colonel,  Commanding, 
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Special  Orders,  )        Headquarters  District  of  Rolla, 

No.  12.  J  Rolla,  Mo.,  January  W,  1865. 

First  Lieut.  W.  D,  Hubbard,  adjutant  Thirteenth  (Javalry  Missouri 
Volunteers,  is  hereby  detailed  as  acting  assistant  adjutant- general  at 
these  headquarters  and  will  report  for  duty  fortliwith. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Brown: 

[J.  H.  STEGER,] 
Assistant  Adjutant- Genernl. 


Saint  Louis,  Mu.,  January  16,  1865—1.20  p.  m. 
Col.  D.  P.  Dyer,, 

Warrenton,  Mo.,  or  Mexico,  Mo. : 
I  go  up  to  Jefferson  City  to  day. 

CLINTON  B.  PI8K. 

lirigadier-  General. 


Special  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  District  of  North  Missouri, 

No.  11.  )  Macon,  Mo.,  January  16,  1865. 

I.  Col.  E.  Smart,  commanding  Sub-District  of  Boone,  will  immedi- 
ately relieve  the  two  companies  of  Twenty-seventh  Enrolled  Missouri 
Militia  from  guard  duty  on  the  line  of  the  North  Missouri  liaiboad  by 
a  detail  from  the  Forty-ninth  Infantry  Missouri  Volunteers. 

IL  Upon  being  relieved  from  guard  duty  by  the  Forty-ninth  Infantry 
the  two  companies  of  Twenty-seventh  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  Col. 
A.  Krekel,  guarding  bridges  on  North  Missouri  Railroad,  will  be 
released  from  active  service. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  B.  Fisk : 

W.  T.  CLARKE, 
First  Lieutenant,  Aide-de-Gamp,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Leavenworth,  January  16, 1865. 
Maj.  C.  S.  Charlot, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  Kansas: 

Sir:  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  further  pro- 
tection to  the  mail  service  on  the  Santa  Fe  mail  route.  From  Fort 
Lamed  to  Fort  Lyon  there  is  a  distance  of  200  miles  running  along  the 
Arkansas  River  in  one  of  the  most  dangerous  districts  for  attack  of 
hostile  Indians,  and  over  which  the  mail  cannot  be  transported  with- 
out military  escort.  The  mails  are  now  transported  once  in  two  weeks.. 
The  contract  calls  for  service  once  each  week,  and  the  department  is 
anxious  to  increase  the  service  to  twice  each  week.  The  proprietors  of 
the  mail  service  say  that  if  a  small  fort  was  built  at  what  is  called  the 
Cimarron  crossing  of  the  Arkansas,  the  entire  route  would  be  compara- 
tively safe  from  Indian  depredations.  This  crossing  is  ecjuidistant  from 
Fort  Lamed  and  Fort  Lyon,  on  the  Arkansas  River,  and  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  route  say  that  fifty  men  would  be  ample  for  all  purposes  of 
safety  to  the  service.  Mr.  Sanderson,  one  of  the  proprietors,  tells  me 
that  the  War  Department  say  they  will  approve  of  the  holding  of  this 
fort  if  General  Curtis  orders  it,  and  that  the  orders  come  properly  within 
the  general's  province  as  commander  of  the  department.  This  com- 
pany carries  the  mail  to  all  the  forts  of  the  plains,  and  the  importance 
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of  a  safe  transit  will  be  readily  appreciated  by  you.  The  order  estab- 
lishing this  fort  or  post  tills  the  only  gap  of  that  distance  on  the  entire 
route. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  A.  REYNOLDS. 
(In  behalf  of  the  jiroprietors  Santa  Fe  Mail  Oonipauy.) 


Headquarters  District  of  Upper  Arkansas, 

Foi-t  Riley,  Kans.,  January  16,  I860. 
Maj.  C.  S.  Charlot, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  of  Kansas,  Fort  Leavenworth  : 
Sir:  I  Lave  the  honor  to  report  my  return  from  an  official  tour  of 
my  district  as  far  west  as  Fort  Larned.  I  would  respectfully  request 
permission  to  visit  Leavenworth  to  explain  to  the  general  commanding 
the  wants  of  the  district,  which  can  be  done  better  and  more  thoroughly 
in  this  manner  than  by  letter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  '  ^  JAS.  H.  FORD, 

Colonel,  Commanding  District. 


Headqi-arters  District  op  Upper  Arkansas, 

Fort  Riley,  Kans.,  January  16,  1865. 
Maj.  (J.  S.  Charcot, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  communications 
from  the  major-general  commanding,  dated,  respectively,  January  1(» 
and  12,  and  in  reply  would  state  that  I  have  just  returned  from  an 
official  tour  of  my  district  as  far  as  Fort  Larned.  The  instructions 
contained  in  the  letter  of  the  10th  instant  have  already  been  anticipated 
by  my  instructions  to  the  various  post  commanders  throughout  my  dis- 
trict. In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  12th  instant  I  would  state 
that  troops  are  under  orders  to  march  to  relieve  those  at  Fort  Zarah. 
They  leave  on  the  17th  instant.  Some  delay  may  bo  occasioned  in  the 
movements  of  the  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry  after  they  are  relieved  for 
the  want  of  sufficient  transportation  to  move  them  out  of  the  district, 
as  there  is  not  sufficient  transportation  in  the  district  to  keep  the  posts 
properly  supplied,  although  repeated  estimates  and  requests  have  been 
forwarded  to  the  chief  (juartermaster  at  Fort  Ijeavenworth,  both  by 
the  commander  of  the  district  and  the  chief  quartermaster.  I  would 
respectfully  state  that  there  are  many  matters  of  importance  to  be 
attended  to  and  to  communicate  to  the  general  commanding  that  can 
be  better  ex]>lained  by  a  personal  interview  than  by  letter.  I  would 
therefore  respectfully  ask  for  i)ermission  to  visit  department  headquar- 
ters for  this  purpose. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei-vant, 

J.  H.  FORD, 
Colonel.  Commanding  District. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dlsteict  of  Upper  Arkansas, 

No.  9.  J  Fort  Riley,  Kans.,  January  16,  I860. 

*  *  r  *■  *  sif  # 

6.  Oapt.  William  H.  Greene,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry,  will  immedi- 
ately proceed  with  his  battalion  of  Second  Colorado  Cavalry  to  Fort 
Zarah,  Kans.,  relieving  the  detachment  of  unassigned  recruits  Third 
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Wisconsin  Cavalry  now  at  that  post.  The  battalion  under  tbe  com- 
mand of  Capt  W,  H.  Greene  will  take  all  their  canap  and  garrison 
equipage  and  ten  days'  rations, 

*  *  »»#■## 

By  order  of  Col.  James  H.  Ford: 

J.  E.  TAPPAN", 
Actiiiff  Assistant  Adjuiant- General 


Valley  Station,  January  in,  ISC'j. 
Colonel  Moonlight: 

A  large  body  of  Indians  are  plainly  to  be  seen  on  the  north  side  of 
river  moving  south  or  down  river;  300  or  400  camped  some  tAvelve 
miles  south  of  us  last  night.  Their  object  is  cleaning  out  of  the  ranches 
below.  Some  five  white  men  were  with  them  Sunday.  Half  of  my 
command  are  out  after  wood  and  1  have  not  force  to  pursue. 

J.  J.  KENNEDY, 
Lieutenant,  First  Colorado  Cavalry. 


TUBAC,  Aeiz.  Ter.,  January  1(1,  ISCo. 
Capt.  B.  C.  Cutler, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Derpt.  of  JSew  Mexico,  Santa  Fe,  N'.  Mex. : 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  a  large  body  of  hostile  Apache  Indians  are  living  somewhere 
between  old  Fort  Buchanan  and  the  San  Pedro  Eiver  near  tlie  Sonora 
line.  Colonel  Davidson,  Indian  agent,  ofiers  me  the  assistance  of  80  or 
100  Papago  Indians  if  1  will  endeavor  to  find  and  attack  them  (I  inclose 
copy  of  Colonel  Davidson's  letter  to  me  on  that  subject),  but  it  will  be 
necessary  for  the  Government  to  furnish  subsistence  and  ammunition. 
I  have  the  honor  to  request  permission  from  the  general  connnanding 
to  issue  subsistence  and  ammunition  to  these  Indians  for  the  time  it 
may  be  necessary  to  employ  them.  I  have  also  to  inform  you  that  the 
express  from  this  post  to  Fort  Bowie  (two  men  of  my  company)  was 
attacked  on  the  4th  instant,  five  miles  north  of  Whetstone  Springs,  by 
about  thirty  Apaches.  They  succeeded  in  capturing  the  two  horses 
and  the  mail  (one  of  the  horses  was  afterward  shot  by  the  soldiers). 
The  two  men,  by  showing  a  brave  front,  kept  the  savages  off  and 
escaped  to  San  Pedro  Crossing  unhurt,  but  with  a  number  of  shots 
through  hats  and  clothing.  Also,  that  on  the  12th  instant  a  party  of 
Apaches  attacked  a  wagon  belonging  to  the  Santa  Rita  mine  about  one 
mile  from  this  post,  killing  1  man  and  wounding  1  slightly.  They  cap- 
tured nothing.  I  immediately  sent  a  party  in  pursuit,  but  they  failed 
to  overtake  them.  The  general  commanding  will  see  that  it  is  neces- 
sary to  give  these  Indians  a  prompt  and  severe  punishment.  I  will, 
with  his  approval,  take  all  the  men  that  can  be  spared  from  the  post 
and  with  the  assistance  of  the  Papago  Indians  try  to  find  their 
rancherias,  and  will  endeavor  to  make  the  result  satisfactory  to  the 
general  commanding. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  L.  MERRIAM, 
Captain,  First  California  Cavalry,  Commanding  Post. 

P.  S. — I  have  also  to  request  permission  to  have  two  good  Indian 
guides,  if  I  may  find  it  necessary  at  any  time,  for  this  post. 

JOHIS"  L.  MERRIAM, 
Captain,  First  California  Cavalry,  Commanding  Fast. 
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[IncloBure.] 
SlTPEKIXTENDBNCY    t)F   INDIAN   AFFAIRS,  ARIZONA, 

January  5,  1865. 
Capt.  John  L.  Merriam, 

First  California  Cav.,  Comdfl.,  Tubac,  Ariz.  Ter.: 

Sir:  I  beg  to  iiifoim  you  tliat  at  a  council  lield  yesterday  with  tbe 
cliief  and  headman  of  the  Papagos  at  San  Xavier  del  Bac,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  Papagos  will,  within  six  weeks'  time,  have  ready  from 
80  to  100  warriors  for  a  campaign  against  the  hostile  Apaches,  to  last 
from  six  to  eight  weeks.  To  carry  out  the  determination  of  the  council, 
couriers  will  be  sent  to  their  pueblos,  requiring  each  to  furnish  it^s 
quota,  the  whole  to  be  under  the  command  of  Jose,  who  has  been  nomi- 
nated chief  captain  of  all  the  Papagos.  They  are  to  act  in  concert 
with  and  under  the  direction  of  the  military  authorities.  For  their 
services  they  will  be  com]iensated  from  the  goods  of  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment, but  it  will  be  ex]iected  that  while  actually  employed  rations  of 
corn  will  be  furnished  from  the  quartermaster's  stores.  If  possible 
they  should  be  furnished  with  twenty-tive  fire-arms  and  suitable  ammu- 
nition. They  have  some  thirty  serviceable  guns  of  their  own  and  will 
be  provided  by  me  with  powder,  caps,  and  lead  for  them.  They  will 
also  be  armed  with  bows  and  arrows  and  lances.  If  this  movement  of 
the  Papagos  is  made  in  concert  with  U.  S.  troops,  they  will  rendezvous 
at  Tubac  at  any  appointed  day  after  the  middle  of  February,  and 
Captain  Jose  will  report  to  you.  I  have  in  my  employ  some  twenty-six 
tame  Apaches,  desperate  enemies  of  the  wild  ones.  This  band  volun- 
teers to  furnish  ten  good  warriors  to  act  and  strike  with  the  Papagos. 

Hoping  that  the  proposed  movement  will  meet  with  your  approval 
and  co-operation,  and  that  an  efficient  blow  may  be  struck  against  the 
savages  whose  rancherias  are  not  far  distant,  I  remain,  yours,  respect- 
fully, 

M.  O.  DAVIDSON, 
Special  Indian  A<jeiit. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  17, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chi(f  of  Staff  of  tlie  Army,  Washington,  J).  C: 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  copy  of  your 
telegram  dated  the  3d  instant,  directing  Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Keyuolds,  com- 
manding Department  of  Arkansas,  to  reoccupy  Fort  Smith,  and  other 
posts  in  its  vicinity.  I  inclose  herewith  copy  of  my  letter  to  General 
Reynolds  relating  to  this  subject.* 

A'ery  resiJectfuUy,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New   Orleans,  La.,  January  17,  1865. 
Adjxttant-General  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C.  : 
Sir  :  I  have  received  from  the  commanding  general  Department  of 
Mississippi  a  copy  of  your  telegram  to  him  of  the  1st  instant,  stating 

'  See  p.  559. 
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that  Cairo  is  in  the  Northern  Department,  and  that  General  Canby's 
command  extends  to  the  mouth  of  Ohio  liiver.  General  Orders  No 
49,  War  Department, series  of  1864,  place  Oairo,  111., in  the  Department 
ot  the  Tennessee.  No  order  has  yet  been  received  attaching  it  to  the 
Northern  Department,  hence  it  was  understood  to  be  transferred  to  this 
division  when  the  posts  east  of  the  Mississippi  were  so  transferred, 
Oairo  is  the  point  of  concentration  for  troops  coming  into  this  command 
and  of  distribution  for  those  going  out,  and  it  seems  necessary  that  I 
should  exercise  some  supervision  over  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  11.  S.  CANBT, 
Major- General,  Comnmnding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  ov  West  Mississippi, 

Xeic  Orleans,  La.,  January  IT,  1865. 
Admiral  LiEE, 

Commanding  Mississipin  Squadron,  Mound  City,  III. : 
Admiral:  The  concentration  of  rebel  troops  on  Eed  River  appears 
not  to  be  for  the  purpose  I  anticipated,  and  1  see  no  present  objection 
to  vessels  going  up  that  river  for  tlie  purpose  of  ijrocuring  cotton.  I 
propose  to  approve  safe-conducts  for  that  purpose,  and  advise  their 
approval  by  you.  I  will  immediately  notify  you  of  any  change. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  E.  S.  CANBY, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — In  order  to  save  time  and  expenses  to  parties  holding  permits, 
I  think  it  will  not  be  improper  to  delegate  to  the  commander  of  the 
naval  district  at  the  mouth  of  Eed  Eiver  to  approve  the  safe-conducts 
that  have  been  approved  by  me.  In  the  case  of  my  own  absence  I  will 
delegate  this  authority  to  the  commander  of  this  department,  who  will 
be  advised  of  any  reasons  for  withholding  the  approval. 

E.  E.  S.  C. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  17,  J8C5. 
Capt.  J.  J.  Cornavell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  District,  Mississippi  Squadron, 

U.  S.  steamer  Choctair,  off  Donaldsonville,  La. : 
Captain:  There  are  a  number  of  plantations  on  or  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood  of  the  Mississippi  River  which  are  cultivated  by  freed 
labor,  under  the  orders  of  the  commander  of  the  Department  of  the 
Gulf,  who  have  heretofore  been  permitted  to  ship  their  products  and 
receive  their  supplies  under  article  38  of  the  Treasury  Regulations  of 
July  29, 18C4.  Their  cases  are  covered  by  military  orders,  and  I  sup- 
posed by  Admiral  Lee's  Order,  No.  9,  of  November  10, 1864.  I  learn 
to-day  that  there  is  diflQculty  about  landing  supplies  or  shipping  prod- 
ucts at  points  on  the  river  above  Donaldsonville.  Will  you  do  me 
the  favor  to  examine  into  this  matter  and  permit  x)roducts  to  be  shipped 
and  plantation  supplies  to  be  landed  when  the  permits  are  given  or 
approved  by  the  provost-marshal-general  of  the  Department  of  the 
Gulf? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  E.  S.  CANBY, 
Major-  General,  Comm  anding. 
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Mississippi  River,  Arlcansas,  and  Oulf  coast— Estimate  of  garrisons  of 

existing  fortifications. 

Office  of  Chief  Engineeb, 
Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Neui  Orleans,  January  17,  I860. 

Major-General  Commanding: 

Cohimbus,  two  small  forts;  total  garrison  about 500 

New  Madrid,  Fort  Thompson,  garrison 1,  000 

rifle-trench  surrounding  landing 1.  000 

2,000 

Memphis,  Fort  Pickering,  as  now  being  reduced 5,  000 

Fort  Pickering,  old  line 7, 000 

Helena 6,000 

Vicksbnrg,  Fort  Grant 16,000 

Natchez,  Fort  McPherson 6,  000 

interior  work Ij  500 

Morganza,  Fort 1;  000 

Port  Hudson 5,000 

Baton  Rouge,  Fort  Williams 3,000 

La  Fonrche  District: 

Plaquemine - 500 

Reserve  posted  ou  La  Fonrche  Bayou,  say 5, 000 

Donaldsonvillc 300 

Brashear  City  (2,000  yards) 4,  000 

Fort  Ban ks 400 

Camp  Parapet 8,  000 

Brazos  Santiago  (1,500  vards) 3,000 

Little  Eock  (3,500  yards) 7,000 

north  side  of  river  (750  vards) 1,  500 

8, 500 

Pine  Bluff  (4,400  yards) 8,000 

Devall's  Bluff 5,000 

Fort  Smith  (5,280  yards) 10,000 

Fort  No.  4 400 

Fort  No.  2 300 

Fort  Gaines 1,200 

District  of  Key  West: 

Fort  Taylor  (150  guns) 4,500 

Lower  batteries  and  reserve  force  on  island  of  Key  West 1, 500 

Fort  Jefferson  (about  250  guns) 7, 500 

Fort  Morgan 2,000 

Barrancas  line 6,  OCX) 

Fort  Pickens 3,  000 

Fort  at  Ship  Island 700 

Fort  Livingston,  Barataria  Bay  (18  guns) 540 

Fort  Jackson 2, 000 

Tower  Dupr^,  Lake  Borgne  (6  gnus) 180 

Fort  Saint  Philip '. 1,  500 

Battery  Bien venue,  l^ake  Borgne,  no  garrison  (8  guns) 240 

Fort  Pike 1,  000 

Fort  Macomb 900 

Note. — For  permanent  works  the  estimate  is  based  upon  tho  existing  arniamenlB, 
at  the  rate  of  three  reliefs  of  canuoniers  per  gun,  except  Ship  Island,  for  which  case 
tho  proposed  armament  is  taken. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


M.  D.  McALESTEE, 
Captain  of  Engineers  and  Chief  Engineer. 
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Fortification  at  Port  Hudson — Memorandum  of  proposed  modifications. 

Office  of  Chief  Engineer, 
Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Xew  Orleans,  January  17,  186!). 
Major-General  Commanding  : 

First.  A  contiuuous  line  of  strong  profile  (parapet  ten  to  twelve  feet 
thick)  having  a  development  of  about  (i(tO  yards,  to  be  constructed 
within  the  existing  line,  and  be  so  located  that  its  two  extremities  shall 
be  at  the  crest  of  the  bluft'  and  include  between  them  the  head  of  a 
good  ramp  or  roadway  leading  down  to  a  good  landing.  If  the  nature 
of  the  problem  will  admit  of  it,  a  portion  of  the  existing  line  to  be 
utilized  as  part  of  the  new  line.  A  linfe  of  stockade  to  connect  each  of 
the  extremities  of  the  new  line  of  ]iarapet  with  the  water's  edge  over 
such  portions  of  the  slope  of  the  bluff  and  bank  as  are  not  too  steep 
to  be  accessible.  The  upper  extremities  of  tlie  stockade  lines  to  be 
thrown  a  few  feet  to  the  rear  of  the  ])arapet  in  order  to  admit  of  their 
being  flanked  from  the  crest  of  the  bluff  and  within  the  parapet.  Such 
flanks  as  are  necessary  in  the  new  line  not  to  exceed  twelve  yards  in 
length.  The  armament  of  tlie  new  line  to  be  (now  on  the  spot)  one 
8-inch  columbiad,  two  8-inch  sea-coast  howitzers,  Ave  42-pounder  guns, 
one  32-pounder  gun,  eight  24:-pounder  guns,  one  20-poxinder  Parrott 
rifle,  four  24-poun(ier  howitzers  (iron),  six  12-pounder  howitzers  (field), 
two  light  12-pounders.  To  be  provided :  One  8-inch  siege  mortar,  three 
Coehorn  mortars;  to  be  well  protected  by  embrasures,  merlons,  and 
traverses;  garrison  to  be  about  1,000  strong.  Second.  As  soon  as  the 
new  line  attains  a  defensible  condition  that  portion  of  tlie  existing 
line  exterior  to  it  to  be  tlioroughly  demolished.  Third.  The  entire  new 
line  to  be  surrounded  by  an  eiiicient  obstacle  placed  beyond  the  ditch 
under  close  musketry  fire  from  the  parapet  in  rear.  Fourth.  Details 
of  officers  and  men  to  be  furnished  by  the  officer  <'ommanding  the  post, 
and  the  necessary  facilities  under  control  of  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment upon  requisitions  by  the  officer  in  charge  of  construction. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

M.  D.  McALESTBR, 
Captain  of  Engineers  and  Chief  Engineer. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Office  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  17,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  GcH.,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  lionor  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  iuforniation  received  at  this  oflice  tliis  17th  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1865:  A  report  from  Lieut.  G.  (1.  Curtiss,  Baton  Rouge,  January 
12, 1865,  states  that  since  his  last  report  he  has  examined  six  prisoners 
of  war,  four  deserters  and  refugees.  Among  the  deserters  is  E.  A. 
Peyton,  late  lieutenant-colonel  Third  Mississippi  Cavalry  (rebel)  who 
reports  that  a  deserter  from  a  U.  S.  gun-boat  (Chadwick  by  name) 
is  at  liberty,  and  commands  a  section  of  artillery.  Among  the  pris- 
oners of  war  is  Philip  Stephens,  doubtless  a  jayhawker,  who  repre- 
sents himself  a  private,  but  whose  papers  show  him  to  be  a  first  lieuten- 
ant in  Rarrow's  (rebel)  regiment.  He  also  states  that  his  last  report  in 
relation  to  forces  in  rear  of  Baton  Rouge  is  confirmed.    A  telegram 
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from  the  same  source  received  at  4.30  tbis  p.  m.  states  that  a  deserter 
from  Brandon,  Miss.,  gives  information  of  the  supersedure  of  Hood 
by  General  Joe  Johnston  in  command  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  and 
also  states  that  "the  bulk  of  the  army  was  at  Corinth,  Miss.;  also  that 
the  Georgia  Central  Eailroad  has  been  repaired  and  is  in  running  order 
to  Richmond,  Ya. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  M.  EATON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  OMcer,  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi. 


PJkadqtiaetkRs  Department  op  the  Gttlf, 

Ncic  Orleans,  January  17,  1861). 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Christensen: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  party  sent  by  me  to 
Mandeviile  under  command  of  Captain  Powell,  Eleventh  Wisconsin 
Infantry,  on  schooner  Cazador,  returned  this  morning  with  three  pris- 
oners of  war,  ofticers,  and  two  citizens,  and  a  very  large  mail  for  New 
Orleans,  and  all  the  records  of  provost-marshal  and  conscription  officers. 
1  have  directed  the  prisoners  turned  over  to  Lieut.  CoL  W.  H.  Wood, 
and  as  soon  as  the  captured  papers  can  be  examined  1  will  report 
further.  Credit  is  due  Captain  Powell  for  the  neat  and  qiiiet  capture 
made  by  him. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

List  of  prisoner.s :  W.  E.  Ligon,  captain  on  General  Maury's  staff; 
Winslow  Robinson,  first  lieutenant,  commanding  Lake  Shore  District, 
provost-marshal;  George  W.  White,  brevet  second  lieutenant.  Second 
Louisiana  Cavalry;  John  (i.  Bethune,  judge,  State  of  Georgia. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulp, 

Xeui  Orleans,  January  17.  1865. 
Lient.  Col.  C.  T.  Chrlstensen,  J      i      °■^■ 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
I  have  the  honor  to  forward  for  the  consideration  and  remarks  of 
the  major-general  commanding  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War  in 
relation  to  levees  in  this  State.     I  consider  it  of  such  prime  necessity 
that  I  request  it  may  be  forwarded  (if  approved)  with  the  least  delay 
Your  obedient  servant,  ' 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 
Major-  Genera  I,  Comm  a  n  ding. 

[Inclosure.] 

Hp:adquarter«  Department  op  the  Gulf 

tT        n    AT  c!  ^^^'^  ^^'^^«(^ns,  January  17,  'l865. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  ;;      )         • 

Secretary  of  War : 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  ask  that  a  special  appropriation  mav  be 
made  to  this  department,  m  the  sum  of  $100,000,  for  the  erection \nd 
maintenance  of  levees  in  the  State  of  Louisiana.     The  facts  upon  which 
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this  appropriation  is  asked  are  these :  The  State  of  Louisiana,  to  whom 
this  duty  belongs,  is  both  unwilling  aiul  unable  to  discharge  it.  The 
sum  of  $400,000,  gross  figures,  turned  over  by  General  Shepley  to  Gov- 
ernor Hahn,  together  with  all  revenues  accruing  since  his  coming  into 
office,  was  disbursed,  much  of  it  in  very  questionable  expenditures,  by 
the  constitutional  convention,  and  the  State  is  and  has  been  for  four 
months  past  bankrupt  in  treasury  and  without  credit.  The  plantations 
along  the  river  liave  been  in  many  instances  abandoned  by  their  for- 
mer owners  and  held  by  speculators,  wlio  have  failed  and  left  the  coun- 
try. The  levees  have  thus  been  neglected  by  the  proper  authorities,  and 
neglectinsuresdestruction.  Crevasses  and  breaks  have  already  occurred. 
The  next  high  water,  if  the  levees  remain  as  they  are,  will  sweep  over  the 
entire  country,  destroy  our  fortifications  at  Morgan za,  ruin  the  La 
Fourche  region,  cut  otf  our  railroad  communication  with  I3rashear  City, 
aud  do  an  incalculable  amount  of  damage.  As  a  mere  matter  of  mili- 
tary necessity  the  construction  of  the  levees  in  Point  Coupe  and  West 
Baton  Kouge  is  an  inevitable  duty.  The  governor,  Mr.  Hahn,  although 
applied  to  officially,  is  powerless  even  to  furnish  competent  engineers 
at  State's  expense.  1  have,  therefore,  caused  the  line  of  levees  to  be 
surveyed  by  the  best  engineers  I  could  obtain,  and  have  advertised  for 
and  received  proposals  for  construction.  The  necessary  worli  to  be 
done  is  about,  by  estimate,  325,000  cubic  yards.  The  best  bid  I  have 
and  the  one  accepted  is  at  40  cents  i)er  yard,  $130,000.  I  have  of  reserve 
funds  in  provost-marshal  general's  office  $50,000,  collected  under  the 
assessment  order  of  Major-General  Butler.  The  work  is  contracted  to 
be  done  by  the  15th  of  March,  1865.  It  is  of  great  importance  that  the 
money  to  meet  it  should  be  on  hand  as  the  work  progresses.  There  is 
no  colored  labor  to  be  used  without  breaking  up  the  entire  system  of 
plantations,  and  then  it  would  be  at  greater  eventual  cost  than  by  con- 
tract. By  law  all  the  plantations  on  the  river  fronting  on  the  levee  are 
bound  for  expenses  of  construction  aud  repair,  and  the  amount  thus  ex- 
pended by  the  United  States  can,  in  the  course  of  the  year,  be  collected. 
1  very  earnestly  press  upon  your  attention  the  immediate  necessity  of 
being  put  in  Ihnds  for  this  work,  as  the  work  itself  cannot  be  delayed 
and  must  proceed  rapidly,  and  I  know  of  nothing  more  imperatively 
necessary  to  the  safety  of  this  command  and  the  welfare  of  this  people. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 
Major-  General,  Commandmg. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

New  Orleans,  January  17,  1865. 

Ad.jutant-General  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C.  : 
Sir:  When  Maj.  Gen.  B.  V.  Butler  turned  over  the  command  of  this 
department  to  Major-General  Banks  in  December,  1862,  lie  took  away 
with  him  a  portion  of  the  records  of  the  headquarters  of  this  depart- 
mentr— book  of  Letters-Sent,  the  Special  Order  Book,  and  the  Special 
Permit  Memorandum  Book.  If  possible  T  would  request  that  these 
books  may  be  returned,  as  the  want  of  them  is  frequently  felt  in  making 
reference  to  cases  acted  on  by  General  Butler. 
Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  S.  A.  HUBLBUT, 

Major-  General,  CommancHiig. 
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Special  Orders,  )       Hdqrs.  Defenses  of  Neav  Orleans, 

No.  14.  j  JVcH'  Orleans,  January  17,  I860. 

******* 

4.  The  Eighteenth  New  York  Oaviilry  are  liereby  relieved  from  duty 
in  the  District  of  La  Fourche,  and  will  at  once  proceed  lo  Kennerville, 
La.,  where  its  commandiug  officer  will  report  for  duty  to  the  commander 
of  the  Cavalry  Gamp  of  Listruction.  The  quartermaster's  department 
will  I'uruish  transportation.  The  general  coniuiandiiig  the  District  of 
La  Fourche  is  charged  with  seeing  that  the  requirements  of  General 
Orders,  No.  37,  series  of  1804,  from  headquarters  Military  Division  of 
West  Mississippi,  are  strictly  couformed  to. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Sherman : 

FKEDERIO  SPEED, 
Assintant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  La  Fourche  District, 

Thibodeauoc,  La.,  January  17,  1805 
Col.  W.  Sayles, 

Commanding,  Nai)oleonvUle : 
Information  having  been  given  to  these  headquarters  that  Whitaker, 
with  probably  sixty-five  men,  is  on  Bayou  Pierre,  you  will  send  two 
companies  instead  of  one  on  the  expedition  oidered  in  instructions  sent 
you  to-day,  dated  the  16th.  You  will  inform  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  probability  of  his  meeting  Whitaker's  gang,  and  iustruct  him  to 
fight  them  if  found. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Cameron : 

B.  B.  CAMPBELL, 
Anaista n  t  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry, 

Post  ^'apoUonvUle,  La.,  January  17,  1865. 
Capt.  O.  A.  Avery, 

Captain  Company  B: 
Captain:  1.  You  are  hereby  ordered  to  proceed  tomorrow  morning 
the  18th  instant,  with  your  company  (B)  and  Companies  1  and  K,  of 
this  regiment,  at  2  a.  m.  to  the  plantation  of  Pierre  Herbert,  on  Bavou 
Pierre  Pass,  taking  special  caro  not  to  arrive  there  before  8  o'clock 
m  the  evening.    2.  You  will  (if  there)  capture  one  Victorine  Trahan 
and  one  other  Confederate  soldier  supposed  to  be  there,  and  if  you 
find  either  of  them  on  the  place  you  will  also  arrest  Pierre  Herbert 
3.  lieturuing  you  will  on  no  account  whatever  (should  it  be  necessarvi 
camp  until  you  reach  this  side  of  Grand  Bayou.     4.  Should  vou  meet 
any  gang  of  Confederates  you  will  fight  them.     o.  You  will  take  two 
days'  cooked  ratioi.s  with  you  for  your  command.     0.  Privates  Oscar 
Claud  and  Simon  Trahan,  Company  K,  First  Louisiana  Cavalry  will  eo 
with  you  as  guides  for  the  expedition.     7.  You  will  be  very  careful  not 
to  allow  any  of  your  men  to  straggle  or  pillage  from  any  plantations  or 
pr6iniscs. 
By  order  of  \A-.  Sayles,  colonel  commanding  regiment  and  post- 

^^.        ^  .      E.  K.  THOMPSON,  ' 
iirst  Lieutenant  and  Fost  Adjutant 
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Hdqrs,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans^  La.,  January  17,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds, 

Commanding  Department  of  Arkansas,  Little  Rock,  Ark.: 
General:  In  view  of  the  instructions  to  reoccupy  Fort  Smith  and 
posts  in  the  vicinity,  the  major-general  commanding  directs  that  they 
be  held  simply  as  military  positions  to  be  defended  at  all  hazards. 
The  works  to  be  reduced  in  conformity  with  this  policy  to  be  so 
strengthened,  armed,  and  supplied  as  to  be  capable  of  resisting  a  siege; 
the  troops  not  required  for  garrisons  to  be  held  in  reserve  for  service 
in  the  field.  Any  dependencies  not  essential  as  outposts  or  picket-posts 
to  be  broken  up  and  the  garrisons  concentrated  as  much  as  possible. 
As  far  as  it  can  be  done  without  serious  embarrassment  to  the  service, 
the  commanding  general  desires  that  you  change  the  garrisons  of  these 
posts,  and  break  up,  if  possible,  the  system  of  corruptions  that  have 
neutralized  the  efBcieucy  of  the  troops  in  the  Northern  District  of  your 
department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  T.  OHKISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

General  Canby  desires  that  this  letter  be  substituted  for  the  one 
relating  to  the  same  matter  sent  this  morning. 
Respectfully, 

C.  T.  C. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Rock,  Ark.,  January  17,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  G.  T.  Christensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  the  Thirty-fifth  Regiment 
Wisconsin  Volunteers,  now  at  Devall's  Blutt",  and  also  two  regiments  of 
O.  S.  Colored  Infantry  (the  Fifty-third  and  Sixty-sixth),  now  at  Saint 
Charles,  be  assigned  permanently  to  this  department.  The  first-named 
regiment  belonged  to  this  department,  but  was  temporarily  detained 
while  on  their  return  from  veteran  furlough;  during  this  detention  was 
assigned  to  Fourth  Brigade  of  Reserve  Corps.  This  request  is  rendered 
imperative  by  the  order  for  the  reoccupancy  of  Fort  Smith,  and  I  trust 
the  ma.jor  general  commanding  will  consent. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

AND  U.  S.  Forces  at  Devall's  Bluff,  Ark., 

Jamiary  17,  1865. 
Maj.  John  Levering, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  at  this  post  of  Col.  G.  M. 
Mitchell,  commanding  Fifty-fourth  Illinois  Infantry,  with  10  officers  and 
227  enlisted  men  of  his  regiment  and  a  few  men  of  other  regiments, 
recently  exchanged  prisoners  of  war.  His  orders  require  him  to  report 
to  the  commanding  ofiQcer  Department  of  Arkansas,  and  he  has  con- 
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eluded  to  take  the  2  p.  m.  train  to  Little  Eock,  to  report  in  person.  The 
balance  of  his  regiment  are  encamped  at  Hickory  Station,  on  the  rail- 
road. Of  course  it  will  be  of  great  advantage  to  have  his  regiment 
united  in  one  cam]).  But  supposing  the  force  now  at  Hickory  Station 
to  be  sufficient,  1  liave  placed  liis  detachment  in  camp  here  until  your 
orders  in  the  case  are  received.  If  thought  sufficient  by  the  major- 
general  commanding,  the  detachment  of  the  Sixty-first  Illinois  at  this 
post  might  relieve  the  detachment  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Illinois  at  Hickory 
Station.  The  detachment  of  Fifty-fourtli  Illinois  at  Hickory  Station 
report  an  aggregate  of  239  present  for  duty.  The  Sixty- first  Illinois 
report  an  aggregate  of  151  present  for  duty.  We  need  men  for  work 
on  defenses  very  nuich  this  pleasant  weather. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

ALEXANDER  SHALEE, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 

[Indorsemeut.J 

Headquarters  Department  of  Arkansas, 

January  21^  1865. 
Eespectfully  returned. 

Orders  have  been  issued  in  relation  to  disposition  of  these  troops, 
which  will  explain.    Orders  from  Lieutenant-General  Grant  require  the 
Sixty-first  Illinois  Volunteers  to  rejoin  their  regiment  at  Nashville. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Eeynolds: 

JOHN  LEVEEING, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Rock,  Arlc.,  January  17,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Shaler, 

DevalVs  Bluff: 
The  Fifty-fourth  Illinois  will  concentrate  at  Hickory  Station  and  will 
guard  that  point  and  Fort  Minor.     Order  will  be  sent  to-morrow  p.  m. 
Colonel  Mitchell  will  be  over  in  the  morning  train. 

J.  ,1.  EEYNOLDS, 

Major-General. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

AND  U.  S.  Forces  at  Devai.l's  Bluff,  Ark., 

„.    ^  -  .     ^    ^  c  January  17,  1865. 

First  Lieut.  John  Smail, 

Company  E,  35th  Wis.,  Comdg.  Guard  on  board  steamer  Mia: 
You  are  directed  to  proceed  on  board  of  the  Ella  to  Augusta  and 
report  to  Colonel  Geiger,  conimauding  cavalry  force  at  that  place,  hand- 
ing hiu)  the  accompanying  dispatch.  He  will  probably  give  you  a  quan- 
tity of  beef-cattle  to  bring  back.  It  is  desired  that  you  stay  as  short  a 
tune  as  possible  at  Augusta.  On  the  trip  you  will  have  proper  guards 
and  lookout  constantly  on  duty,  and  take  every  precaution  to  avoid  con- 
fusion if  fired  npoii  from  the  shore.  A  detachment  of  our  cavalry  has 
been  landed  above  Des  Arc,  and  you  are  directed  to  be  on  the  lookout 
as  you  pass  both  ways  and  communicate  with  them  if  possible.  The 
captain  of  the  Ella  knows  the  point  atwhich  they  were  landed  Should 
you  find  them  going  up  and  they  have  a  considerable  number  of  cattle 
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to  deliver,  you  will  take  them  on  board  aud  return  without  going  to 
Augusta;  and  if  the  cavalry  detachment  desires  transportation  to 
Augusta  you  may  promise  to  return  for  them  immediately.  The  cap- 
tain of  the  boat  has  written  instructions  from  these  headquarters  to 
obey  your  orders.  On  arriving  back  you  will  report  to  these  headquar- 
ters for  further  orders  before  disembarking  your  men.  Tour  men  will 
not  be  allowed  to  land  except  under  your  orders,  and  in  that  case  you 
will  be  held  responsible  that  no  marauding  or  pillaging  takes  place. 
You  will  show  Colonel  Geiger  these  instructions,  which  are  otherwise 
confidential. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Alex.  Shaler: 

CHAS.  E.  HOWE, 
Captain,  Twelfth  Michif/an  Infantry,  Actg.  Asst,  Adjt.  Gen. 

[lucloaure.] 

Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Seventj^  Army  Corps, 

AND  U.  S.  Forces  at  Dev all's  Bluff,  Ark., 

January  17,  1865. 
Col.  W.  F.  Geiger, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Forces  at  A  ugusta,  Arh:  : 
Colonel:  This  disiiatch  will  be  handed  you  by  the  officer  command- 
ing the  guard  on  board  of  the  steamer  Ella,  which  is  sent  to  you  at  the 
request  of  General  West  for  a  load  of  beef-cattle.  He  will  show  you 
his  instructions  from  these  headquarters,  and  give  you  all  the  informa- 
tion gathered  on  the  route.  Brigadier-General  Shaler,  commanding  at 
this  post,  desires  that  the  boat  be  delayed  as  short  a  time  as  possible, 
and  will  be  glad  to  answer  any  demands  you  wish  to  make  with  a  view 
of  advancing  the  object  of  the  expedition,  or  to  forward  any  communi- 
cation you  wish  to  send  to  General  West. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  E.  HOWE, 
Captain,  Twelfth  Michigan  Infantry,  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  Second  Division,  itc, 
Devidl's  Bluff,  Ark.,  January  17,  1865 — 8  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  R.  West, 

Little  Bock : 
I  have  seen  nothing  of  Colonel  Geiger's  aide  since  my  last  dispatch. 
I  understand  he  has  gone  to  Brownsville.  The  Ella  brought  down 
from  Augusta  and  landed  on  the  east  bank,  a  few  miles  above  Des  Arc, 
a  scouting  party  of  twenty  or  thirty  cavalry.  I  do  not  know  what  their 
orders  are.  I  am  informed  by  a  citizen  (reliable)  that  they  will  not  be 
able  to  get  away  from  that  region,  on  account  of  the  bayous,  without  a 
boat.  Under  these  circumstances  would  it  not  be  well  to  start  the  Ella 
oE  to-morrow  morning  for  Augusta,  with  instructions  to  look  out  for 
this  detachment? 

ALEXANDER  SHALER, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

36  R  R— VOL  XLVIII,  PT  I 
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DardANELLE,  January  17,  1865 — 8.30  a.  m. 
General  J.  J.  Reynolds  : 

The  Davenport  has  arrived  with  troops.  Returns  immediately.  All 
well.  Can  hold  the  post.  Position  of  the  enemy  not  known.  My 
scouts  are  out. 

^•^^P'^'^**""^'  A.  H.  RYA^% 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Bock,  January  17,  1865—12.35  p.  in. 

(Via  Devall's  Bluff.) 
Brij?adier -General  McGinnis, 

Commanding  at  Mouth  of  White  River: 
Dispatch  from  General  Clayton,  commanding  at  Pine  Bluff,  dated 
yesterday,  says,  viz:    *    *    *    "The  ofBcer  commanding  the  scout 
reports  a  force  of  about  200  rebels  on  the  Arkansas  River  at  Red  Fork," 
By  command  of  Maior-General  Reynolds : 

.JOHN  LEVERING, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adju-tant- General. 


Hdqrs.  District  of  Natchez,  Dept.  ov  Mississippi, 

Natchez,  Miss.,  January  17, 1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  T,  Christensen, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Colonel  :  I  made  application  to  my  department  commander  fot  a 
regiment  of  cavalry  to  be  stationed  here,  asking,  if  he  had  none  to  give 
me,  that  he  would  forward  my  request.  I  received  from  General  Dana 
a  verbal  reply  by  one  of  my  aides  that  he  had  none  to  spare  for  this 
point,  but  he  would  forward  my  application  approved.  I  consider  the 
necessity  sufficient  to  warrant  my  direct  application  for  it.  It  is  very 
important  to  have  officers  at  the  picket-lines  of  sufficient  intelligence 
to  understand  the  orders  issued  by  the  general  commanding  the  mili- 
tary division,  upon  the  application  of  parties  claiming  to  own  or  con- 
trol the  products  beyond  our  lines,  and  upon  permission  to  take  out 
supplies,  even  after  having  been  duly  issued  at  my  headquarters.  I 
am  doing  the  duty  of  post  commander  myself  until  I  can  get  this  busi- 
ness arranged  and  understood,  but  it  cannot  be  expected  for  me  to  visit 
my  outer  line  or  chain  of  vedettes  every  time  an  application  is  made  to 
enter,  and  they  are  now  becoming  legion.  The  officers  of  outposts 
should  certainly  have  intelligence  enough  to  conduct  the  preliminary 
examination,  and  satisfy  himself  of  the  good  faith  of  the  parties  before 
being  brought  within  the  lines  to  receive  final  review  preparatory  to  ob- 
taining a  permit  to  go  [to]  New  Orleans  or  Memphis.  If  it  can  be  done, 
I  would  like  the  Third  Michigan  from  Arkansas,  or  the  First  Louisiana 
from  the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  as  most  of  the  officers  of  these  two 
regiments  are  known  to  me  to  be  intelligent  and  honorable  gentlemen. 
I  have  no  doubt  General  Dana's  request  will  go  down  soon,  and  this  is 
done  to  facilitate  the  matter. 

With  high  respect,  1  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  District  op  Natchez, 

Natohes,  Miss.,  January  17,  1865, 
Col.  0.  T.  Christensen, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 
Colonel :  Od  an  inspection  ie]ioit  of  Lieut.  Col.  J. M.  Wilson,  assist- 
ant inspector-general  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi,  of  the  date 
of  December  31,  18G4,  of  tlie  post  of  Natchez,  occurs  the  following 
indorsement: 

Headquauters  Militauy  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  OiUans,  Januari/  11,  1865. 
Respectfully  referred  to   Brigadier-General   Davidson,  commanding  District  of 
Natchez,  and  his  attention  specially  invited  to  the  militia  system,  to  city  matters, 
to  the  commissiou  for  the  trial  of  civil  cases,  iiud  to  the  condition  of  troops  and  the 
care  and  management  of  contrabands  within  the  limits  of  his  command. 
By  order  of  Major-Geueral  Can  by : 

C.  T.  CHRISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

I  have  the  honor  to  .state  that  the  day  after  my  arrival  here,  upon  the 
resignation  of  Col.  C.  B.  Smith,  I  appointed  First  Lieut.  E.  A.  Den- 
icke.  Signal  Corps,  TJ.  S.  Army,  colonel  of  the  Third  Eegiment  Enrolled 
Mississiijpi  Militia ;  that  under  his  management  a  more  just  and  equita- 
ble system  has  been  already  introduced  and  exorbitant  fines  forbidden, 
and  that  the  late  Colonel  Smith  left  the  city  of  Natchez  against  my 
injunctions,  without  satisfactorily  accounting  for  the  militia  fuud. 
His  case  will  be  attended  to  if  he  ever  comes  within  my  jurisdiction. 
In  regard  to  city  matters,  the  mayor,  Mr.  C.  D.  Townsend,  being  prop- 
erly an  elective  officer,  was  removed,  and  the  municipal  fund  turned 
over  temporarily  to  my  acting  assistant  inspector- general,  and  a  board 
appointed  to  audit  his  accounts.  He  turned  over  $7,766.35,  and  I 
asked  General  Dana  what  disposition  should  be  made  of  it.  He  replies 
to  turn  it  over  to  my  provost-marshal  for  disbursement  under  his  Gen- 
eral Orders,  No.  1,  current  series  of  1865.  The  board  ha  snot  yet  finished 
the  auditing  of  the  mayor's  accounts.  All  municipal  affairs  necessary 
under  the  military  occupancy  of  the  city  are  now  administered  by  the 
provost-marshal.  Arrangements  desired  by  the  inhabitants  are  being 
made  for  a  public  school,  for  lighting  the  city  with  gas,  and  a  city 
police,  heretofore  neglected,  is  in  full  operation,  thus  dispensing  in  a 
great  measure  with  the  large  provost  guard  taken  from  the  troops. 
The  military  prison  has  been  examined,  cleaned,  and  all  citizens  held 
there  not  under  charges  released.  I  dissolved  the  commission  for  the 
trial  of  civil  cases  on  the  8th  instant,  and  on  yesterday  a  copy  of  a 
letter  to  General  Dana  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  date  of 
December  19,  1864,  reached  me,  directing  its  dissolution,  as  the  Judge- 
Advocate-General  had  pronounced  its  constitution  "irregular,"  thus  sus- 
taining my  action.  The  garrison  proper  of  Port  McPherson  has  been 
designated,  and  Col.  B.  G.  Farrar,  a  fixture  of  the  post,  as  he  commands 
the  regiment  of  heavy  artillery,  assigned  to  the  command.  The  troops 
designated  for  field  service  have  been  placed  out  in  camp,  and  their 
refitting  is  actively  progressing  under  Colonel  Moore,  of  the  Eighty- 
third  Ohio  Infantry.  All  soldiers  except  what  are  absolutely  necessary 
for  a  small  patrol  and  the  usual  orderlies  of  headquarters  have  been 
sent  out  to  their  regiments,  nor  is  an  officer  permitted  to  reside  in  the 
city  unless  specially  ordered  on  duty  there,  nor  a  soldier  allowed  in  it 
after  dark  but  as  above  named.  The  details  called  for  by  the  engineer 
are  furnished  with  more  regularity  and  fullness  for  the  works  at  Fort 
McPherson.  The  affairs  of  the  Freedmen's  Camp  are  undergoing  care- 
ful scrutiny  by  a  board  of  officers  of  rank,  and  their  report  will  be 
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submitted  direct  when  completed.  All  colored  persons  are  required  to 
show  evidence  of  self-support  or  of  actual  employment,  and  if  not  are 
sent  to  the  Home  Farm.  I  beg  here  to  ask  special  consideration  of  my 
request  to  retain  the  Eighty-third  Ohio  Infantry,  unbrigaded  or  other- 
wise, at  this  post,  and  to  state  again  that  a  greater  necessity  exists,  in 
my  belief,  for  its  retention  at  this  post  than  I  am  at  present  prepared 
to  put  in  writing  in  an  official  shape. 

I  am,  colonel,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  17,  1865 — 11  a.  m. 

(Received  1.05  p.  m.y 
His  Excellency  A.  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States : 
Dispatch  of  15th  received.    Very  few  cases  of  violence  have  occurred 
in  North  Missouri.    It  is  more  quiet  now  than  it  has  been  for  tliree 
years.     Bushwhackers  are  doing  the  mischief.     I  have  written  you 
fally. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  General. 

Memphis,  Tbnn.,  Januaru  17, 1865. 

Ool.  J.  H.  BAKER,  "^        ' 

Provost-Marshal-  General  : 
Colonel:  I  have  been  in  Crittenden  County,  Ark.,  to-day  and  learn 
that  Dick  Berryman  with  a  small  part  of  his  old  command  has  started 
for  Missouri.    In  a  recent  election  a  young  man  from  Farmiugton,  Mo. 
by  name  of  Clardy,  has  been  elected  to  Berryman's  position,  and  Berry- 
man  really  has  no  command  at  present.    I  think  he  is  going  to  recruit 
if  he  finds  it  possible  to  do  so.    I  learn  from  the  rebels  that  Colonel 
Geiger,  Eighth  Missouri  Cavalry,  has  occupied  Augusta,  on  White 
River,  and  preparations  are  being  made  to  drive  him  out.    The  rebels 
claim  they  have  10,000  men  scattered  through  this  part  of  Arkansas 
which  they  will  endeavor  to  concentrate.    1  do  not  think  they  reallv 
have  half  that  number  effective. 

Truly, 

S.  H.  MELCHER. 

T.^      ^       r^   ^.  T.  Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  January  17,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge:  j      ,       ->. 

Sir:  The  undersigned  members  of  the  senate,  house  of  representa- 
tives, and  other  loyal  men  at  the  capitol  beg  leave  to  indorse  unquali- 
fiedly and  cordially  a  request  to  you,  which  we  understand  is  bein^ 
signed  by  members  of  the  State  convention  and  other  loyal  persons  in 
attendance  there,  asking  your  concurrence  in  and  direction  of  an  order 
to  the  following  effect: 

Let.  the  committee  of  safety,  as  are  referred  to  (and  others  if  necessary)  in  con- 
nection with  tte  military  commaiider  in  each  county,  select,  say,  ten  or  fifteen  promi- 
nent and  wealthy  rehel  sympathizers  in  each  township,  and  notify  them  hv\^Br.»^oi 
order  that  they  and  their  ^property  will  he  held  re8i>on^sibre  for  the  safet^  o^tle  per 
sons  and  property  of  all  the  loyal  men  of  their  township.  "oioiry  oi  me  per- 
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The  issuing  and  prompt  execution  (when  neceiseary)  of  such  an  order 
will  alone,  in  our  judgment,  give  such  security  to  loyal  men  as  they  are 
entitled  to,  and  which  the  Government  is  in  duty  bound  to  render  them. 
Such  an  order  we  beg  shall  be  immediately  issued,  and  the  undersigned, 
your  petitioners,  will  ever  pray,  &c. : 

B.  H.  Wilson,  representative  of  Saline  County;  D.  P.  Dyer, 
of  Pike  County;  F.  W,  Hickox,  senator,  twenty-eighth  dis- 
trict; Isaac  V.  Pratt,  eighth  district;  A.  F.  Denny,  thir- 
teenth senatorial  district;  E.  V.  Wilson,  seventh  senatorial 
disti-ict;  Geo.  W.  Anderson,  second  senatorial  district; 
Madison  Miller,  twenty-ninth  senatorial  district;  Samuel 
Bonner,  twenty-ninth  senatorial  district;  H.  J.  Deal, 
twenty- fifth  senatorial  district;  G.  E.  Smith,  sixteenth 
senatorial  district;  P.  A.  Thompson,  eleventh  senatorial 
district;  J.  H.  Cox,  fifth  senatorial  district;  Jos.  E.  Bald- 
win, twenty-third  senatorial  district;  Fred.  Kayser,  twenty- 
ninth  senatorial  district;  C.  0.  Simmons,  twenty-ninth 
senatorial  district;  Frederick  Miinch,  first  senatorial  dis- 
trict; Gert  Goebel,  twenty-first  senatorial  district;  W.  N. 
Harrison,  twenty-seventh  senatorial  district;  J.  N.  Young, 
twelfth  senatorial  district;  C.  H.  Frost,  twenty-second  sena- 
torial district;  W.  L.  Lovelace,  speaker  house  of  represen- 
tatives; E.  H.  E.  Jameson,  speaker  pro  tempore,  Saint 
Louis  County;  A,  Mathews,  Cooper  County;  G.  W.  Smiley, 
Pettis  County ;  Henry  Elliott,  Cooper  County ;  Eich'd  H. 
Melton,  Benton  County;  G.  W.  Houts,  Johnson  County; 
Alfred  Montgomery,  Stoddard  County;  Thos.  A.  Reed, 
Greene  County ;  James  Means,  Scotland  County ;  Clark  H. 
Green,  Howard  County ;  Charlton  H.  Howe,  Lewis  County; 

E.  T.  Nelson ;  Thomas  Jeffries ;  Joseph  Whitaker,  Hickory 
County;  W.  P.  Jackson;  Dan.  M.  Draper,  chief  clerk  house 
of  representatives ;  N.  T.  Doane,  assistant  clerk,  house  of 
representatives;  W.T.Porter;  Alfred  Ginsel;  Rich'd  M. 
Roberts,  journal  clerk,  house  of  representatives;  James 
McFarland,  Jasper  and  Barton;  Mell  Foster,  Johnson 
County;  J.  B.  Cooper,  Osage  County,  Mo.;  James  B.  Har- 
per, Putnam  County,  Mo.;  Geo.  W.  Rinker,  Lawrence 
County,  Mo.;  A.  J.  Lloyd,  Jackson  County,  Mo.;  S.  C. 
Hammer,  Camden  County,  Mo. ;  Reuben  Smith,  Bollinger 
County,  Mo.;  Josiah  Coleman,  Nodaway  County,  Mo.; 
Lewis  Myers,  Grundy  County,  Mo.;  E.  S.  King,  Cole 
County;  Thos.  J.  Babcoke,  Miller  County;  Wm.  M.  Bial, 
Knox  County ;  J.  W.  Lee,  Adair  County ;  A.  J.  Harlan, 
Andrew  County;  J.  Comstock,  Sullivan  County;  W.  H. 
H.  Cundiflf,  Cass  County;  Richard  Buckham,  Atchison 
County;  Jno.  McGoldrick,  Schuyler  County;  James  Brier- 
ly,  Buchanan  County;  Robert  W.  Logan,  De  Kalb  County ; 
Samuel  W.  Headlee,  Greene  County;  Tbos.  W,  AUred, 
Christian  County;  Swain  W.  Gideon,  Taney  County;  W, 

F.  Bodenhamer,  Webster  County;  Joseph  Thompson,  Bu- 
chanan County;  W.  A.  Curry,  editor  Missouri  State  Times; 
J.  W.  Sutherland,  Saint  Louis  County;  Francis  Rodman; 
B,  Chase,  Saline  County;  G.  W.  Hood,  paymaster.  Enrolled 
Missouri  Militia,  Platte  County.  Mo.;  David  Cranor,  mem- 
ber house  of  representatives;  J.  Winston  Sitton,  house  of 
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representatives,  Lincoln  County;  Nathl.  McDonald,  Saint 
Louis  County;  C,  B.  Walker,  McDonald  County;  Enos 
Clarke,  representative  Saint  Louis  County;  T.  W.  McMil- 
len,  Livingston  County;  James  0.  McGinnis,  sergeant-at- 
arms;  C.  A.  Newconib,  Jefl'erson  County;  Daniel  Proctor, 
Caldwell  County;  D.  M.  King,  Mercer  County;  Jeremiah 
White,  Texas  County;  John  Corby,  Buchanan  County;  S. 
E,  Hoge,  clerk  of  circuit  court  of  Moniteau  County,  Mo.; 
A.  Masters,  probate  judge  Morgan  County;  George  Pres- 
ton, member  house  of  representatives,  Saint  Clair  County; 
Proudis  G.  Eoberts,  sheriff  Saint  Clair  County;  D.  P. 
Shield,  county  attorney.  Saint  Clair  County;  Geo.  U. 
Short,  Saint  Clair  County;  Jonathan  Hill,  Carroll  County; 
Samuel  Turner,  Carroll  County. 


Headquarters  District  of  Central  Missouri, 

Warrensburg,  Mo.,  January  17,  1865, 
Messrs.  Jacob  Lender,  John  O.  Buchanan, 

A.  L.  Beatty,  and  others : 
Gentlemen  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication, in  form  of  a  memorial,  of  date  10th  instant,  and  in  reply 
beg  to  assure  you  that  I  am  much  gratified  at  the  spirit  of  this  move, 
and  that  your  desire  and  effort  for  the  rebuilding  and  tranquilizing  of 
your  desolate  and  disturbed  county  have  my  sympathy.  This  matter 
had  already  engaged  my  attention,  and  I  am  free  to  confess  that  it  is 
full  of  embarrassment  and  difficulty.  Two  tilings  are  essential  to  your 
prosperity  and  happiness.  One  is,  you  must  have  population  to  revive 
agriculture,  commerce,  and  trade;  the  other  is,  you  must  have  repose 
and  security  to  procure  [pursue]  these  vocations  and  enjoy  their  fruits. 
To  secure  the  former  it  is  proposed  to  invite  back  to  their  abandoned 
farms,  workshops,  and  country  homes  the  refugees  from  your  county. 
Tliis  would  be  magnanimous  and  feasible,  but  is  it  prudent  and  expe- 
dient? So  far  as  the  loyal  class  of  these  fugitives  is  concerned  there 
can  be  no  question  but  that  they  should  be  induced  to  return,  and  to 
us  there  is  equally  as  little  doubt  that  that  class  of  rabid  secessionists, 
sneaking  sympathizers,  families  of  bushwhackers,  their  aiders  and 
informers,  should  not  be  allowed  to  return.  The  third  class,  those  who 
at  an  early  period  sympathized  openly  with  the  rebellion,  but  who  soon 
reversed  their  allegiance  to  the  Government,  and  have  remained  passive 
or  active  in  its  support,  demeaning  themselves  as  good  citizens,  obe- 
dient to  the  governmental  authority,  these  people  have  claims  to  our  con- 
sideration, and,  in  my  judgment,  you  are  right  in  proposing  to  admit 
them.  One  difficulty  in  this  privilege  would  be  its  abuse  by  mean  men 
and  disguised  traitors,  slipping  in  under  the  order  and  hatching  out 
in  your  midst  a  nest  of  vipers.  And  I  am  not  unmindful,  either,  of  how 
easy  it  would  be  for  some  snarling,  censorious  spirit  to  attribute  to  the 
district  commander  improper  motives  in  adopting  a  policy  so  liable  to 
misuse.  But  these  personalities  have  never  influenced  my  actions  in 
any  relation  of  life.  The  question  is,  is  it  right?  It  is  a  bad  philos- 
ophy to  exclude  100  good  men  from  your  county  for  fear  one  mean  one 
may  creep  in.  Another  objection  to  extending  an  invitation  to  these 
men  to  return  home  is  that  they  may  vote  and  act  with  political  parties 
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opposed  to  the  uow  dominant  party  in  your  county.  My  own  opinion 
is  that  you  need  have  no  such  fears.  There  are  none  so  unwise  as  to 
longer  entertain  the  most  glimmering  hope  of  Missouri's  return  to  the 
powers  of  rebellion.  There  is  not  a  rebel  of  any  intelligence  who  does 
not  know  and  feel  that  Missouri  is  forever  established  in  and  wedded 
to  the  Federal  Union.  Slavery,  the  handmaid  of  treason,  is  dead,  and 
freedom  is  ineffaceably  written  in  our  organic  law,  and  the  sweeping 
tide  of  popular  sentiment  will  bear  these  men  along  with  you.  The 
result  of  the  late  election  iu  Missouri  gives  irrefragable  evidence  of 
this.  It  is  natural  for  men  to  give  in  tlieir  adhesion  to  the  ruling  idea 
of  the  age,  and  to  adopt  their  actions  to  the  existing  order  of  things. 
It  is  a  wise  philosophy  in  our  Government  to  accept  the  voice  of  over- 
wlielming  majorities  as  the  best  interpretation  of  the  interest  of  indi- 
viduals and  the  correct  policy  of  the  nation.  This  is  true  when  reason 
and  not  force  controls  the  expression  of  the  sentiments  of  the  majority. 
So  we  have  a-right  to  presume  that  these  men  will  act  and  vote  with  us 
if  we  can  keep  down  violence  and  armed  power  inimical  to  the  loyal 
Government.  The  immovable  relation  of  the  State  to  the  Union  and 
the  abolition  of  slavery  will  of  itself  harmonize  the  vote  of  Missouri 
with  Eepublican  principles.  The  remaining  question  is,  how  is  the 
peace  of  the  country  to  be  secured?  For  unless  we  are  able  to  rid  your 
country  of  bushwhackers  and  robbers  all  the  other  aspects  of  the  case 
are  nothing,  practically.  The  military  force  at  my  command  is  so  small 
that  I  cannot  cover  your  county  with  soldiers,  if  this  were  desirable. 
I  must,  therefore,  rely  in  some  measure  on  the  active  and  hearty  co- 
operation of  your  people.  I  have  already  issued  a  general  order  for  the 
organization  of  the  loyal  citizens  of  the  district  into  local  companies, 
the  basis  and  details  of  which  I  think  you  will  approve.  Colonel 
Harding,  now  commanding  that  sub-district,  will  superintend  the  organ- 
ization iu  your  county.  It  is  to  be  controlled  by  loyal,  honest,  capable 
men.  If  possible,  I  want  you  to  give  me  at  least  three  companies  in 
your  county.  Men  who  desire  protection  must  help  protect  themselves, 
and  the  man  who  refuses  to  do  so  need  expect  nothing  from  the  Gov- 
ernment, I  will  give  you  all  the  regular  force  at  my  disposal.  Men 
and  families  who  do  not  co-operate  with  you,  or  who  feed,  harbor,  or 
encourage  bushwhacking  and  invasions  must  quit  the  country.  Their 
very  position  will  subject  them  to  a  strict  responsibility  for  the  out- 
rages, &c.,  of  their  friends.  We  will  never  get  rid  of  these  outlawed 
bauds  while  their  families  and  friends  are  permitted  to  remain  among 
us.  Equally  obnoxious  and  hurtful  to  the  public  good  are  that  class  of 
men  claiming  to  be  Unionists  who  compose  self  constituted  organiza- 
tions and  go  out,  under  the  semblance  of  warring  with  bushwhackers, 
to  pilfer,  rob,  and  steal,  that  gain  may  come  to  themselves.  These 
things  are  a  disgrace  to  a  good  cause  and  base  slander  on  loyalty. 
They  will  not  be  tolerated,  and  I  shall  pursue  the  same  policy  toward 
them  as  those  who  do  these  things  under  the  colors  of  the  Stars  aud 
Bars.  If  I  continue  in  this  command  you  may  rely  upon  my  support  in 
the  good  work  proposed,  and  I  hope  to  hear  of  active  preparations  for 
farming,  trade,  and  all  the  busy  work  of  the  husbandman  and  mechanic 
in  your  county,  encouraging  good  men  to  stay  with  you  and  not  leave 
the  country  iu  despair,  as  many  are  preparing  to  do.  Let  us  go  to  work 
in  earnest,  aud  let  not  our  enemies  say  that  we  have  reclaimed  Missouri 
to  the  Union,  but  have  for  our  possession  a  desolation  and  a  waste, 
I  am.  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO,  F,  PHILIPS, 
Colonel,  (Jommanding  District. 
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Independence,  January  IT,  1865. 
Colonel  Harding: 

I  have  just  got  in.  My  men  are  all  well,  but  one  of  Company  D  had 
a  congestive  chill.  I  found  no  considerable  force  of  bushwhackers,  not 
above  a  half  dozen.  Could'not  overtake  those  I  did  see.  Will  make  a 
full  report  in  writing  or  in  person  soon.  Will  be  up  Thursday,  and  will 
be  able  to  make  some  suggestions  that  will  be  worthy  of  consideration. 
Captain  Ogle  and  the  adjutant  have  arrived. 

Yours,  truly, 

B.  K.  DAVIS, 
Major,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — Please  signify  if  you  wish  to  see  me  sooner  than  Thursday. 

Special  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  District  of  North  Missouri, 

No.  12.  )  Macon,  Mo.,  January  J7,  18G5. 

IV.  Company  D,  Sixty-ninth  Keginieiit  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia, 
commanded  by  Capt.  H.  J.  Lewis,  is  hereby  relieved  from  active  serv- 
ice.   Captain  Lewis  will  not  transfer  the  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores 
of  his  company  until  otherwise  ordered  by  competent  authority. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  B.  Fisk  : 

W.  T.  CLARKE, 
First  Lieutenant,  Aide-deCamp,  and  Acty.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Olathe,  January  17,  18G5. 
Captain  Hampton, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Paola: 

Eight  bushwhackers  were  in  Little  Santa  Fe  and  Oxford  yesterday, 
according  to  information. 

W.  F.  GOBLE, 
Lieutenant  and  Assistant  Provost-Marslial. 


Executive  Office, 
Omaha,  January  17,  1865.     (Received  a.-TO  a.  m.  18th.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

I  send  herewith  a  copy  of  joint  resolution  ])a.<;sed  this  day  by  unani- 
mous vote  of  legislative  assembly.    The  case  is  urgent. 

ALVm  SAUNDERS, 

Governor  of  Nebraska. 

[Incloaure.] 

joint  resolution  and  memorial  for  the  creation  of  the  DepartmeTit  of  the 

Plains. 

Resolved  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Territory 
of  Nebraska,  That  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
respectfully  requested  to  create  at  once  a  special  department,  to  be 
designated  the  Department  of  the  Plains,  embracing  this  together  with 
Colorado,  Montana,  and  Utah  Territories,  all  to  be  under  the  control  of 
one  competent  ofticer,  who  shall  be  charged  with  the  responsibility  of 
protecting  the  overland  commerce,  telegraph  line,  and  mail  trans- 
portation. 


Chap.  LX.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  569 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  firm  conviction  of  this  body,  founded  on  facts 
constantly  within  our  observation,  that  without  the  adoption  of  this 
measure  everything-  must  be  given  up  to  the  control  of  hostile  Indians. 

S.  M.  KIRKPATRICK, 
Spealer  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
().  P.  MASON, 

President  of  the  Council. 


Headquarters  Department  op  New  Mexico, 

Santa  Fe,  i\'.  Mea:,  January  17, 1805. 
Adjutant-General  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  G. : 
Sir:  I  have  been  informed  that  an  influential  Mexican  wrote  to  his 
brother  in  Valencia  County,  on  the  Rio  Grande,  that  unless  the  people 
there  opposed  the  colonization  of  the  Navajoesat  the  Bosque  Redondo, 
and  unless  they  vsucceeded  in  having  the  Navajoes  get  back  to  their 
own  country  all  of  the  Government  business  which  has  hitherto  been 
so  b(meficial  to  that  country,  by  passing  trains  of  supplies  to  the  old 
Navajo  country  and  the  em])loyment  of  means  of  transportation  for 
army  purposes  in  that  country,  would  cease.  There  can  hardly  be  a 
doubt  but  that  here  are  a  set  of  demagogues  who  foresee  that  when 
the  Indians  are  all  colonized  there  will  be  no  further  need  of  the 
immense  expenditures  which  have  hitherto  been  incurred  in  keeping 
troops  in  New  Mexico,  and  make  that  one  of  the  points  to  oppose  so 
important  a  measure.  It  is  well  to  remember  the  machinations  of  par- 
ties to  keep  up  the  Florida  war.  En  my  opinion,  this  idea  of  losing  the 
Government  patronage  for  New  Mexico  when  the  Indian  difiQculties 
should  come  to  an  end  with  a  certain  set  who  care  nothing  for  the 
]»oor  or  for  the  future  of  the  country  is  one  great  elementof  opposition 
to  the  measure.  I  can  prove  by  figures,  if  necessary,  that  to  place  and 
keep  the  Indians  on  any  reservation  in  their  own  country — forexampli^, 
on  the  San  Juan,  the  only  place  which  even  those  who  wish  them 
moved  say  they  could  occupy — would  cost  more  than  three  times  as 
much  as  to  keep  them  Avhere  they  are.  If  those  who  wish  them  moved 
will  name  the  place  west  of  the  Rio  Grande  where  they  would  put 
them  I  will  measure  the  distances,  survey  the  ground,  get  bids  for 
freight,  calculate  the  cost  of  the  forts,  the  number  and  cost  of  the 
various  garrisons,  the  cost  of  food,  and  prove  by  positive  data  what, 
without  going  into  minute  details,  I  here  state.  You  had  better  by 
far  move  them  to  Kansas  or  Missouri,  for  then  you  take  them  where 
provisions  are  cheap. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  H.  CARLETON, 

Bri<iadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
Fort  Sumner,  X.  Mex.,  January  17,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  Jajies  H.  Carleton, 

Commanding  Department  of  New  Mexico : 
General:  Inclosed  you  will  find  a  copy  of  private  letter  written  by 
me  to  Hon.  James  Harlan,  U.  S.  Senator  from  Iowa  and  a  leading  mem- 
ber of  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs.    I  did  not  write  the  letter 
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because  I  supposed  I  could  make  these  matters  clearer  than  you  have 
made  them  in  your  statement,  but  because  Mr.  Harlan  and  myself  are 
from  the  same.  State,  are  personally  acquainted,  and  a  private  letter 
from  me  will  probably  engage  and  direct  his  attention  as  soon  as  any- 
thing. Inclosed  you  will  also  find  my  answers  to  certain  questions,  in 
writing,  propounded  by  Judge  Woolson,  special  commissioner,  &c.  I 
found  some  difficulty  in  answering  that  portion  of  the  second  question 
touching  the  sum  necessary  to  be  ai)propriated  for  the  year  ending 
July  1 ,  1866,  as  I  had  never  heard  your  views  upon  the  subject.  I  hope, 
however,  that  my  answer,  as  far  as  it  goes,  will  be  satisfactory  to  you. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


M.  M.  CROCKER 


Brigadier-  General. 


[Inrlosure  No.  1.] 


Headqtiakters, 

Fort  Sumner,  N.  Mex.,  •Ianuar}j  10,  1865, 

Hon.  James  Haelan: 

Dear  Sie:  This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  the  Hon.  T.  W.  Woolson. 
Inclosed  please  find  an  address*  to  the  people  of  Xew  Mexico,  written 
by  Brig.  Gen.  James  H.  Carleton,  commanding  the  department.  Judge 
Woolson  will  have  it  in  his  power  to  explain  to  you  sufficient  of  the 
facts  to  enable  you  to  form  a  just  opinion  of  the  matters  in  controversy. 
The  judge  will  also  explain  to  you  the  nature  of  my  duties  at  this 
post.  Of  course  I  have  not  been  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  his- 
tory of  the  Indian  difficulties  in  this  country  to  entitle  my  opinion  to 
any  very  great  consideration.  I  only  desire  to  say  that  in  this  Territory 
for  more  than  100  years  life  and  property  have  been  unsafe  on  account  of 
the  depredations  of  hostile  Indians,  and  that  of  all  the  hostile  tribes  the 
Navajoes  have  been  considered  the  most  formidable.  That  since 
the  commencement  of  the  present  war  persons  have  been  killed  by 
these  Indians  within  a  few  miles  of  Santa  F6.  And  that  prior  to  the 
administration  of  General  Carleton  as  commander  of  the  department, 
no  person  could  travel  through  the  country  in  any  direction  without  a 
military  escort.  A  continual  war  was  waged  against  the  Indians, 
particularly  against  the  Navajoes.  Expedition  after  expedition  was 
sent  against  them  at  an  immense  expense,  all  of  them  ending  in  pro- 
ducing no  good  results,  for  treaty  after  treaty  was  broken  by  the 
Indians  as  soon  as  made.  The  character  of  their  country  is  such  that 
they  could  after  their  forays  withdraw  to  their  mountain  fastnesses  and 
defy  successful  pursuit.  From  their  strongholds  they  preyed  with 
impunity  upon  the  citizens,  po  that  life  and  property  were  alike  unsafe. 
General  Carleton  had  served  in  this  country  before  he  was  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  department,  and  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
history  of  this  warfare  against  these  Indians,  and  with  their  entire 
faithlessness  in  observing  treaties,  so  that  when  he  commenced  his 
campaign  against  them  he  gave  them  notice  that  he  would  make  no 
treaty  with  them,  and  conceived  the,  in  my  opinion,  wise  plan  of  remov- 
ing these  Indians  from  their  strongholds  and  placing  them  upon  a 
reservation  so  situated  that  he  could  eft'ectually  control  them  with  the 
military  force  at  his  command.  Accordingly,  he  gave  the  Navajoes  to 
understand  that  those  of  them  who  desired  peace  might  come  in  and 
be  sent  by  him  to  this  reservation,  and  that  the  war  that  he  intended 
to  wage  against  those  who  did  not  come  in  would  be  a  war  of  extermina- 
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tion.  None  of  them  came  in,  for  they  expected,  as  had  been  custom- 
ary -when  hard  pressed,  they  would  be  permitted  to  make  a  treaty  of 
peace;  but  General  Carleton  conducted  his  campaign  in  a  manner  that 
soon  convinced  them  that  he  meant  what  he  said,  and  the  result  was 
that  about  9,000 — over  two-thirds  certainly  of  the  entire  tribe— sur- 
rendered themselves  to  the  forces  under  his  command  as  prisoners, 
and  were  sent  by  him  to  this  reservation  for  safe  keeping,  where  they 
now  are.  When  they  surrendered  something  had  to  be  done  with 
them.  The  general  could  not  kill  them.  No  humane  Christian  man 
would  approve  of  that  method  of  disposing  of  these  savages.  After 
all  the  fruitless  campaigns  and  the  immense  expense  of  the  Government 
in  conquering  this  people  he  could  not  send  them  back  to  their  country 
and  thereby  permit  a  renewal  of  the  old  horrors  and  difittculties. 

The  Indian  Department  was  not  prepared  to  take  charge  of  them,  for 
they  had  neither  the  supplies  to  feed  them  nor  the  force  to  guard  them. 
The  general  then  wisely,  I  think,  sent  them  to  this  reservation,  where 
ample  ground,  fit  for  cultivation,  could  be  procured  to  make  them  as 
nearly  self-sustaining  as  possible.  The  judge  will  tell  you  what  a  mag- 
nificent valley  this  is.  He  will  explain  to  you  fully  the  progress  made 
in  opening  a  farm  for  these  Indians,  and  what  reasonable  prospects 
there  are  that  the  Indians  will  be  able  to  raise  sufiicient  to  maintain 
themselves.  He  will  tell  you  of  all  the  efforts  made  by  General  Carle- 
ton  to  reclaim  these  Indians  from  their  savage  course  of  life  and  bring 
them  to  the  ways  of  civilization,  of  the  hospital,  of  the  school,  &c.;  of 
the  contentment  of  these  people,  and  of  their  entire  harmlessness  under 
the  military  supervision  now  exercised  over  them.  The  judge  will  also 
explain  the  manner  in  which  rations  aie  issued,  and  will  show  you  that 
there  never  has  been  the  same  number  of  people  subsisted  with  the  same 
economy.  He  has  no  more  doubt  than  I  have  that  with  the  aid  of  the 
military  at  this  post  these  Indians  will  produce  on  the  farm  now  being 
prepared  for  them  sufficient  for  their  subsistence.  Every  intelligent 
man  in  the  Territory  with  whom  I  have  conversed  admits  that  it  is 
better  and  cheaper  for  the  Government  to  keep  these  people  on  the  res- 
ervation, and  feed  them  even  delicacies,  than  to  allow  the  former  state 
of  affairs  to  exist;  but  if  they  can  be  made  to  produce  sufficient  to  sub- 
sist themselves  so  much  the  better.  And  the  whole  question  resolves 
itself  into  this,  would  it  be  better  to  send  them  back  to  their  own 
country  and  allow  the  old  condition  of  perpetual  warfare  to  be  resumed, 
or  would  it  be  wiser,  now  that  we  have  them  where  we  can  keep  a  mili- 
tary supervision  over  them,  and  where  we  have  every  prospect  of  mak- 
ing them  support  themselves,  to  continue  the  present  state  of  peace 
and  security  and  give  these  savages  the  benefit  of  the  energetic  efforts 
now  being  made  for  their  civilization?  That  there  is  opposition  to  this 
settlement  of  the  Navajoes  on  this  or  on  any  other  reservation,  where 
they  will  beunder  military  supervision,  is  not  surpiising.  Indian  agents, 
whose  duty  it  has  been  to  pay  the  Indians  their  annuities,  and  to  deliver 
to  them  the  presents  appropriated  by  Congress,  and  who  have  never 
visited  the  Indians  at  all,  but  have  appropriated  to  themselves  the 
bounty  of  the  Government  to  these  people,  of  course  are  not  favorable 
to  any  arrangement  that  will  take  fr.om  them  that  which  by  custom  they 
have  come  to  consider  their  rightful  perquisites.  L  send  you  by  the 
judge  the  report  of  a  board  of  officers  to  show  you  how  faithfully  the 
$100,000  appropriated  by  the  last  session  of  Congress  was  expended 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  and  I  really  have  no  doubt  but  that  they 
received  more  in  this  instance  than  they  usually  do  from  such  appro- 
priations.   Contractors  who  furnish  supplies  for  the  Indian  campaigns 
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and  Indian  traders  also  oppose  any  settlement  of  Indian  difficulties, 
but  no  right-minded  man  in  New  Mexico  desires  that  the  present  experi- 
ment be  abandened  without  a  fair  trial. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  M.  CROCKEE, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  at  Fort  tSumner. 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Heabqttaeteks, 
Fort  Sumner,  N.  Mex.,  January  15,  1865. 
Hon.  T.  W.  WooLSON, 

Special  Commissioner,  &c.: 
Dear  Sir:  In  response  to  your  written  inqniries  handed  me  this  day, 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following:  First.  "For  wliat  length  of 
time  have  you  on  hand  supplies  sufficient  for  the  Navajo  Indians  in 
your  charge?  "  Attached  hereto  you  will  find  a  very  careful  estimate 
made  by  the  commissary  of  subsistence  of  this  post,  which  answers 
that  question.  Second.  "What  sum  will  be  necessary  to  be  appropri- 
ated by  Congress  for  the  support  of  these  Indians  in  addition  to  the 
products  of  tlie  lands  worked  for  their  benefit  for  the  year  ending  July 
1, 1866?"  In  my  opinion  no  appropriation  will  be  necessary  for  their 
food.  We  will  succeed  this  season  in  planting  and  cultivating  at  least 
6,000  acres  of  land;  1,500  pounds  of  grain  per  acre  is  less  than  an  ordi- 
nary yield,  and  should  the  season  be  favorable  we  may  count  upon  a 
yield  of  2.000  pounds  per  acre.  Supposing  the  yield  to  be  1,500  pounds 
per  acre,  tlie  products  of  the  6,000  acres  would  be  9,000,000  pounds  of 
grain,  which  would  furnish  the  Navajoes  On  the  reservation  a  fraction 
less  than  three  pounds  for  each  Indian  per  day  for  365  days.  Should 
the.  yield  be  2,000  pounds  per  acre,  then  the  amount  of  grain  produced 
will  be  12,000,000  pounds,  which  would  furnish  two  and  three-quarters 
pounds  each  for  12,000  Indians  for  365  days.  Experience  has  taught 
that  these  Indians  can  be  subsisted  with  a  reasonable  degree  of  com- 
fort on  two  pounds  of  solid  food  per  day.  To  the  yield  of  the  farm  may 
be  added  the  product  of  the  gardens,  which  will  be  considerable,  so 
that  it  is  safe  to  conclude  that  there  will  be  amply  sufficiency  produced 
on  the  farm  to  subsist  the  Indians  now  here  in  the  most  bountiful  man- 
ner, and  which  by  economy  may  be  made  sufficient  to  subsist  not  only 
those  now  here,  but  any  others  that  may  come  into  the  reservation. 
It,  remains,  then  to  consider  what  appropriation  will  be  necessary  tor 
clothing  and  farming  utensils.  It  is  difficult  to  estimate  what  will  be 
necessary  for  clothing.  They  exhibit  wonderful  ingenuity  in  convert- 
ing every  conceivable  thing  that  falls  into  their  hands  into  some 
description  of  garment  useful  to  shield  them  from  the  cold.  The  hides 
of  all  animals  that  come  into  their  possession  are  at  once  converted 
into  useful  wearing  apparel,  and  all  the  wool  that  they  can  procure  is 
woven  by  their  women  into  blankets  of  a  very  fine  quality,  and  of 
which  they  make  garments  for  the  women  and  children.  As  to  the 
farming  utensils,  it  is  hoped  that  by  care  those  now  in  use  on  the  farm, 
and  which  have  already  been  estimated  for  by  the  commissary  of  sub- 
sistence of  this  post,  will  be  sufficient  or  nearly  so  for  the  next  season. 
I  would  say,  however,  that  an  appropriation  of  $100,000,  to  be  expended 
by  the  commissary  for  such  articles  as  may  be  estimated  for  by  the 
commander  of  this  department,  would  be  sufficient,  and  in  this  connec- 
tion I  would  recommend  that  instead  of  spending  money  in  purchasing 
blankets  in  New  York  or  other  Eastern  cities  for  the  Indians,  the  por- 
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tion  of  money  intended  for  that  purpose  be  expended  in  this  Territory 
for  wool  to  be  distributed  among  them,  out  of  which  thev  may  manu- 
facture their  own  clothing.  This  will  furnish  the  women  and  children 
with  useful  occupation,  and  the  clothing  manufactured  by  them  will 
be  of  much  better  quality  and  will  please  them  much  better  than  any- 
thing that  can  be  distributed.  In  my  opinion  $10,000  expended  in 
wool  and  distributed  to  the  diffeient  families  would  be  of  more  utility 
than  $30,000  expended  in  blankets.  Third.  "What  number  of  acres 
will  the  Navajoes  under  your  superintendence  be  able  to  put  in  crops 
the  coming  season  1 "  We  calculate  confidently  that  we  will  succeed  in 
cultiyating  at  least  6,000  acres.  Fourth.  "  Please  give  me  any  further 
suggestions  which  you  may  esteem  important  to  a  correct  understand- 
ing of  the  subject,  i.  e.,  the  support  of  the  Nayajoes."  All  the  sugges- 
tions that  I  have  to  make  on  this  subject  are  contained  in  my  answer  to 
your  second  question.  Fifth.  "What  was  the  value  of  the  goods,  &c., 
distributed  to  the  Naya,joes,  and  that  were  bought  by  Leavenworth  and 
Baker,  commissioners,  with  the  $100,000  appropriated  by  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  and  what  was  the  character  of  the  goods,  &c.,  and 
how  and  by  whom  distributed?"  Attached  hereto  you  will  find  the 
report  of  board  of  officers  appointed  by  me  for  the  purpose  of  making 
an  examination  of  these  goods  and  observing  the  manner  of  their  dis- 
tribution. This  report  contains  all  the  information  in  my  possession. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  M,  CEOCKER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  at  Fort  Sumner. 


[January  18,  1865.— For  Halleck  to  Grant  and  Grant  to  Halleck,  in 
regard  to  co-operatio»  between  Canby  and  Thomas,  see  Vol  XLV, 
Part  II,  p.  609.] 


City  Point,  Va.,  January  18, 1865—9.30  p.  m. 

(Received  11  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Chief  of  Staff: 

It  will  not  do  for  Canby  to  rely  on  either  Granger  or  Hurlbut  as 
first  in  command  of  any  important  campaign. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Mississippi  Squadron,  U.  S.  Flag-Ship  Fairy, 

Eastport,  Miss.,  January  18, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi: 
General:  Lieut.  Commander  J.  P.  Foster,  commanding  Third  Dis- 
trict of  this  squadron,  reports  to  me,  under  date  of  January  8,  that  on 
the  7th  instant  he  was  informed  by  a  man  named  Carr,  who  keeps  a 
wood  yard  just  above  the  mouth  of  Red  River,  that  in  a  recent  conver- 
sation with  a  man  from  Alexandria  he  had  learned  that  the  rebels  had 
brought  down  most  of  their  heavy  boats  from  Shreveport  for  the  pur- 
pose of  protecting  the  workmen  now  employed  on  the  fortifications  at 
Pinevllle,  opposite  Alexandria;  also  that  there  is  now  more  water  on 
the  shoals  at  Alexandria  than  there  has  been  for  years. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Office  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer, 

New  Orleans^  La.,  January  18, 1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  T;  Christensen, 

Asst.  Adft.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  information  received  at  this  office  this  18th  day  of 
January,  1805:  Lars  Larseu,  a  deserter  from  Jones'  (rebel)  battery, 
Brownsville,  Tex.,  makes  the  following  statement — He  left  Brownsville 
January  5,  1865.  States  that  there  are  about  1,100  soldiers  at  or  near 
Brownsville  and  700  at  or  near  Ringgold  Barracks.  All  are  mounted. 
At  Galveston  (which  place  he  visited  in  September,  1864)  there  were 
about  1,400  infantry  acting  as  heavy  artillery,  and  two  batteries  con- 
taining eight  guns  and  about  170  men.  There  were  four  forts,  viz, 
Jackson,  Fort  Point,  Magruder,  and  South  Battery,  each  mounting  five 
guns,  and  a  small  redoubt  mounting  two  guns.  Two  forts  (Bankhead 
and  Moore)  had  no  guns  at  that  time.  There  were  breast-works  around 
the  city.  He  states  also  that  the  crops  in  Texas  during  the  past  year 
have  been  heavy.  W.  C.  Nations,  a  refugee  from  Texa^s,  states  that  he 
crossed  the  Rio  Grande  September  6, 1864.  At  Eagle  Pass,  on  the  Rio 
Grande,  are  about  sixty  men;  at  Fort  Clark  about  150  men;  at 
Brownsville  are  about  850  mounted  men  and  one  conq)any  of  artillery 
(six  guns).  No  new  fortifications  at  Brownsville.  Thomas  H.  Murray, 
a  deserter  ftom  Hobby's  (rebel)  regiment,  states  that  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G. 
Walker  commands  the  Department  of  Texas,  Kew  Mexico,  and  Arizona 
(First  District  of  Trans-Mississippi  Department),  and  that  Brigadier- 
General  Hawes  commands  Defenses  of  Galveston.  States  that  blockade- 
running  was  very  brisk  at  Galveston,  steamers  running  in  shore  and 
under  the  protection  of  Fort  Magruder.  Much  discontent  exists  among 
the  troops,  who  have  not  been  paid  for  eighteen  months.  Rations  are 
scant  and  soldiers  are  obliged  to  furnish  their  owji  clothing. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  M.  EATOK, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  Mil.  J)iv.  of  West  Mississippi. 


Headquarters  La  Foitrche  District, 

Thibodeaux,  La.,  January  IS,  1865. 
Col.  C.  L.  Harris,  Brashear  City: 

You  will  at  once  send  a  gun-boat  and  seventy-five  men,  with  three 
days'  rations,  up  Lake  Palourde  as  far  as  the  water  will  permit  toward 
Grass  Lake,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  rebel  conscripting  party, 
if  possible.  A  party  of  cavalry  will  be  sent  out  from  Napoleonville, 
Lake  Palourde,  as  far  as  possible  toward  Grass  Lake. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Cameron : 

P..  B.  CAMPBELL, 
A ssistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders, 


AL  Orders,  )         Hdqr;^;.  Department  op  Arkansas, 
No.  17.  J  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  January  18,  1865. 

******* 
5.  The  Fifty-fourth  Illinois  Infantry  Volunteers  will  concentrate  at 
Hickory  Station,  on  the  Memphis  and  Little  Rock  Railroad,  and  guard 
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that  point  and  Fort  Minor.     The  quartermaster's  department  will 
furnish  transportation  for  equipage  and  stores  if  necessary. 

*  *        .       *  *  '  *  * 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  .T.  lieyiiolds: 

JOHN  LEVERING, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Arkansas, 

JAttle  Bock,  Ark.,  January  18, 1803. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Shaler, 

Commanding,  DevaWs  Bluff: 
General:  In  carrying  out  the  inclosed  Order,  No.  6,*  the  ma;ior- 
general  commanding  desires  that  you  will  do  it  with  firmness,  but  not 
harshly  nor  hastily.  Able-bodied  male  persons  will  in  no  case  be 
exempted.  Attention  is  invited  to  the  President's  supplementary 
proclamation,  dated  March  26,  1864,  in  General  Orders,  No.  242,  of 
1864,t  and  to  General  Orders,  No.  31,  paragraph  5,  headquarters  Mili- 
tary Division  of  West  Mississippi,  of  1864.|  In  cases  of  females  and 
aged  or  infirm  men  who  own  or  control  property  that  may  be  used  for 
public  purposes,  the  same  general  remarks  will  apply,  but  in  deciding 
where  they  shall  go,  North  or  South,  you  will  use  your  discretion  after 
careful  inquiry  in  each  case,  haviug  always  in  view  the  public  good 
rather  than  the  wishes  of  the  parties  concerned.  Where  the  head  of  a 
family  (male)  is  permitted  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  it  is  not 
necessary,  except  in  extreme  cases,  to  extend  the  privilege  to  the 
females  of  the  household. 


Very  respectfully, 


JOHN  LEVEEING, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


(Same  to  Generals  Buford,  Clayton,  Thayer,  McGinnis,  Salomon,  and 
Colonel  Eyan.) 


Hdqes.  Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

AND  U.  S.  Forces  at  Devall's  Bluff,  Ark., 

January  18,  1865. 
Lieut.  G.  W.  Knight, 

Comdg.  Officer  of  Detachment  on  duty  with  tlw  Telegraph  Party  : 
You  will  move  out  along  the  line  of  telegra^jh  poles  now  erected  until 
you  reach  the  working  party.  You  will  tlien  notify  Mr.  Thomas  Oun- 
niffe,  who  has  charge  of  the  party,  of  your  presence  and  your  instruc- 
tions. You  will  make  such  disposition  of  your  men  as  will  insure  the 
best  protection  to  the  workmen  and  the  telegraph  properties,  keep- 
ing your  party  always  in  such  close  proximity  to  each  as  to  make  it 
easy  to  unite  on  any  one  point.  After  reaching  Saint  Charles  you  may 
take  river  transportation  back,  if  it  is  to  be  had,  without  delay,  or  other- 
wise you  will  march  into  camp  as  soon  as  the  line  is  completed  to  Saint 
Charles.  Beyond  that  point  guards  will  be  furnished  the  telegraph 
party.  You  are  particularly  enjoined  not  to  allow  your  men  to  straggle 
during  the  trip,  but  keep  them  constantly  on  the  lookout  for  small  parties 
that  might  annoy  the  telegraph  party.    No  marauding  or  pillaging  will 

*  See  January  1-1,  p.  516.  t  See  Vol.  XLI,  Part  II,  p.  916. 

tSee  Vol.  XLI,  Part  IV,  p.  465. 
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be  tolerated  under  any  circumstances.    You  are  supplied  with  all  the 
rations  you  are  likely  to  require,  but  should  you  fall  short  they  may  be 
obtained  at  Saint  Charles. 
Bv  order  of  Brier.  Gen.  Alexander  Shaler: 
^  CHAS.  E.  HOWE, 

Captain,  Itvelfth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Dardanelle,  January  IS,  1S65 — eV  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Eeynold!?, 

Little  Rode  : 
Last  night  camp-fires  of  the  enemy  were  .seen  by  our  scouts  in  live 
directions.  From  other  sources  I  learn  that  the  enemy  is  concentrating 
for  an  attack  on  this  place.  They  say  they  will  compel  the  evacuation 
of  Fort  Smith,  and  Mill  hold  this  place  for  that  purpose.  Last  night 
they  were  within  eighteen  miles  of  us.  I  think  it  jirobable  that  they 
will  attack  to-morrow  a.  m.  From  pieces  of  charred  wreck  anda  report 
received  by  a  woman,  I  believe  they  have  succeeded  in  destroying  one 
of  the  boats  last  evening  at  or  near  Morrison's  Bluff,  seven  miles  above 
Clarksville.  I  do  not  think  it  advisable  to  send  up  another  Heet;  river 
falling  too  rapidly  for  them  to  go  through. 
Hespectfully, 

A.  H.  RYAN, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Special  Okdeus,  )  Hdqrs.  Disteiot  of  Vicksburg, 

No.  17.  (  Vivkshurg,  Miss.,  January  18,  1805. 

I.  The  Eleventh  New  York  and  Twelfth  Illinois  Volunteer  Cavalry 
will  at  once  embark  on  the  transports  they  came  on  to  this  place  and 
proceed  without  delay  to  Memphis,  Tenn.  On  arriving  at  that  city  the 
commanding  officer  will  I'eport  to  Major-General  Dana,  commanding 
Department  of  Mississi])pi.  The  command  will  take  on  board  ten  days' 
rations  and  ten  days'  forage.  The  quartermaster's  department  will  fur- 
nish the  steamers  with  coal  and  dry  wood,  if  possible,  sufficient  to  make 
the  trip  without  any  stoppage  between  here  and  Memphis.  The  com- 
manding officer  will  give  instructions  to  the  officers  in  command  of  the 
detachments  on  the  several  boats  that  no  stoijpage  be  made  between 
this  place  and  Memi)his  but  what  is  absolutely  necessary. 

II.  The  six  companies  of  the  Fifth  Illinois  Cavalry  will  at  once  get 
ready  to  embark  and  take  with  them  all  their  camp  and  garrison  equi- 
j)age,  horses,  mules,  transportation,  and  property.  They  will  take  ou 
board  the  boats  ten  days'  rations  and  ten  days'  forage,  and  proceed  to 
Memphis,  Tenn.  On  arrival  there  the  commanding  officer  will  report 
to  General  Dana,  commanding  Department  of  Mississippi.  The  quar- 
termaster's department  will  furnish,  if  possible,  fuel  sufficient  for 
the  boats  to  make  the  trip  without  stoppage  from  here  to  Memphis. 
The  commanding  officer  will  issue  orders  that  the  boats  do  not  stop  at 
any  point  between  here  and  Memphis  except  absolutely  ueces>sary. 
Every  officer  or  man  in  any  manner  detached  from  the  Fifth  Illinois 
Cavalry  within  this  district  Avill  be  at  once  relieved  and  sent  to  their 
command. 

*  *  *  #  #  #  « 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Washburn: 

W.  H.  MORGAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

^o-  15.  I  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  18,  1865. 

*  #      ,  ♦  ,  ,  ^  ^ 

2.  Company  G,  First  Infantry  Missouri  State  Militia,  is  relieved 
from  duty  lu  the  Third  Sub-District,  and  will  proceed  to  Saint  Louis 
and  report  for  duty  to  Colonel  Weydemeyer,  commanding  First  Sub- 
District.     The  quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  transportation. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Ewing: 

H.  HANNAHS, 

Major  Fiftieth  Missouri  Vols,  and  Actg:  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  Post  Salkm, 

Salem,  Mo.,  January  18,  1865. 
Capt.  C.  G.  Laurant, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Rolla  District: 
Sir:  a  scout  of  some  citizens,  which  I  sent  out  a  few  days  since, 
came  across  one  notorious  bushwhacker.  Dock  Lawson.  He  endeavoi ed 
to  make  his  escape.  They  fired  on  him  and  killed  him ;  captured  his 
horse  and  arms.  This  Lawson  has  been  one  of  the  leading  bushwhack- 
ers in  this  vicinity.  They  also  brought  in  two  prisoners  belonging  to 
Colonel  Freeman's  command,  and  brought  in  two  Government  wagons 
found  hid  in  a  cave  on  Piney  Creek  near  Clark's.  One  of  the  wagons 
has  been  burned;  the  other  is  serviceable  yet.  Bushwhackers  seem  to 
be  scarce  in  this  vicinity  for  the  present.  To  prevent  them  from  com- 
ing into  the  county  it  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  the  people  to  put 
some  twenty-five  men  at  Stephens' Mill,  on  Current  River,  as  this  is  the 
only  mill  on  Current  Eiver  or  [in]  this  county,  and  the  only  dependence 
for  a  great  many  loyal  i)eople  and  soldiers'  families  to  get  their  grinding, 
and  if  there  are  no  troops  kept  there  it  will  be  burned.  The  owner  is  a 
loyal  man  and  would  be  safe,  and  the  troops  would  be  in  no  danger.  It 
is  sixteen  miles  from  Salem  and  is  on  their  pass  way  into  the  vicinity 
of  Bolla,  and  there  is  plenty  of  forage  there  for  that  number  of  men. 
I  can  send  that  amount  from  here,  if  it  is  approved  by  the  district 
commander,  and  would  assist  this  place  in  routing  them  more  than 
scouting  all  the  time. 

Captain,  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  E.  WHYBABK, 
Captain,  Commanding  Post,  die. 


Warrensburg,  January  18,  1865. 
Maj.  J.  W.  Barnes, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.: 
Scouts  all  in  from  La  Fayette  and  Saline.  Five  or  six  scattering 
brushmen  found  in  former  county.  Report  of  bushwhackers  in  Saline 
false.  A  party  claiming  to  be  loyal  men  were  detected  stealing  and 
marauding  at  night  under  the  guise  of  rebels  in  vicinity  of  Miami. 
Proof  seems  clear.  Will  arrest  them.  Shall  send  scouts  immediately 
back  to  these  counties  and  keep  them  moving. 

JNO.  F.  PHILIPS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  District. 
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Warrensburg,  January  18.  1865. 

Captain  Meredith, 

Commanding,  Lexington,  Mo. : 
Scout  left  here  this  morning  for  Sni  Hills,  and  will  pass  down  through 
Greenton  Valley.    You  will  co-operate  with  it. 

JNO.  F.  PHILIPS, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southwest  Missouri, 

Springfield,  Mo.,  January  18,  1865. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Department  of  the  Missouri: 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions  contained  in  circular  from 
department  headquarters,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  semi- 
monthly report  of  operations  in  this  command  for  the  information  of  the 
general  commanding:  On  the  2d  day  of  January,  instant,  a  copy  of 
General  Orders,  234,  from  headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 
was  received,  exteuding  the  district  northward  to  the  Osage  River. 
Posts  were  at  once  established  at  Linn  Creek  and  in  the  vicinity  of 
Osceola,  and  detachments  were  sent  to  each  of  these  places  for  the 
purpose  principally  of  recuperating  their  unserviceable  horses.  Com- 
pany K,  Sixteenth  Missouri  Cavalry,  having  been  transferred  to  the 
District  of  Kolla  by  Special  Orders,  358,  department  headquarters,  was 
ordered  to  proceed  to  Licking,  in  Texas  County.  With  these  excep 
tions  the  troops  at  tbe  several  posts  in  this  district  remain  as  before. 
A  scouting  party  from  Forsyth  under  the  command  of  Captain  Fenex, 
CompanyM,  Seventy-third  Regiment  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  returned 
to  Forsyth  on  the  5th  instant,  having  scouted  through  Carroll,  Marion, 
and  Newton  Counties,  Ark.  Captain  Fenex  found  no  organized  bands 
of  rebels,  but  that  some  200  or  300  were  scattered  about  the  country  in 
various  directions,  disorganized,  and  without  any  concert  of  action. 
Col.  John  E.  Phelps,  Second  Arkansas  Cavalry,  arrived  at  Ca]ie  Girar- 
deau on  the  nth  instant.  He  reports  that  the  brigades  of  Freeman, 
McRae,  and  Dobbin  were  in  the  vicinity  of  Batesville,  Ark.,  scattered 
about  tbe  country  and  unwilling  to  concentrate  for  oii'ensive  purposes, 
and  expresses  his  belief  that  they  cannot  be  again  concentrated.  Cap- 
tain Fenex  has  this  day  brought  in  eleven  prisoners  of  Alfred  Cook's 
band.  He  reports  having  caught  Alfred  Cook  and  fifteen  of  bis  men 
in  a  cave  east  of  Sugar  Loaf  Prairie.  Eleven  of  these  surrendered, 
but  Cook,  Brown,  and  two  others  refused  to  surrender  and  were  killed. 
Major  Moore,  Fifteenth  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  has  been  absent 
on  a  scout  in  Arkansas  for  the  last  ten  days  with  about  sixty  men.  He 
moved  from  Cassville  and  hits  not  yet  returned  or  reported.  Col.  Buck 
Brown  with  about  200  men  is  in  the  vicinity  of  Cane  Hill,  Ark.,  and 
Colonel  Snavels  [SchnableJ  has  about  150  men  with  him  in  the  vicinity 
of  North  Fork  of  White  River.  These  are  the  only  organized  forces 
of  the  enemy  at  this  time  near  the  district.  There  are  no  guerrillas  in 
the  district,  unless  a  few  prowling  in  Newton  and  McDonald  Counties. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  SANBORN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
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Special  Oedees,  )  Hdqes.  Depaetment  of  Kansas, 

^o.  15.  )  Fort  Leavenworth,  January  18, 1865. 

*  #       .         »  *  #  ^f  , 

5.  Lieut.  Col.  P.  B.  Plumb,  Eleventh  Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry,  will 
report  with  his  command  to  Col.  J.  H.  Ford,  commanding  District  of 
Upper  Arkansas,  for  duty. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Curtis: 

C.  S.  CHARLOT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oene'ral. 


Hdqes.  Dist.  of  Minnesota,  Dept.  of  the  Noethwest, 

Saint  Paul,  January  18, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope, 

Gomdg.  Department  of  the  Northwest,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 
Geneeal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copy  of  an  extract  from  a  dis- 
patch of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pfaender,  commanding  Second  Sub-Dis- 
trict, dated  [January]  12, 1865,  detailing  his  operations  in  carrying  out 
my  instructions  for  the  removal  of  straggling  Indians  to  the  west  side 
of  James  Eiver,  &c.  An  application  has  been  made  by  Maj.  J.  li. 
Brown,  special  military  agent,  for  permission  for  the  friendly  Sisseton 
Indians  to  be  located  at  some .  point  not  very  distant  from  Fort  Wads- 
worth  and  under  the  protection  of  the  military  force  at  that  post,  that 
they  may  be  enabled  to  plant  corn,  &c.,  in  the  spring.  I  can  perceive 
no  objection  to  this  proposition  if  intended  only  as  a  temporary  meas- 
ure pending  the  decision  of  the  Government  on  the  policy  to  be  adopted 
in  locating  the  Indians  permanently.  It  would  certainly  be  unjust  to 
drive  these  people  to  a  distance  from  our  military  forces  before  a  gen- 
eral pacification  takes  place  on  the  border,  for  they  would  be  subjected 
to  abuse  and  ill-treatment  by  the  hostile  savages  for  having  made  peace 
with  the  Government.  In  my  judgment  their  present  location  near 
Fort  Wadsworth  would  place  them  where  they  could  be  made  service- 
able as  scouts  in  checking  raiding  parties  bound  for  the  settlements. 
For  these  reasons  I  respectfully  recommend  that  Major  Brown  be 
authorized  to  select  a  proper  locality  within  a  specified  distance  of 
Fort  Wadsworth,  not  more  remote  than  the  James  Eiver  (between 
thirty  and  forty  miles)  from  the  post,  whereon  to  concentrate  these 
friendly  Indians,  and  that  authority  be  further  given  to  me  to  furnish 
them  with  such  seed  corn,  potatoes,  and  other  vegetables  as  will  aid 
them  in  subsisting  themselves  without  other  expense  to  the  Government. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  SIBLEY, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

[IndorHemcnt.] 

Headquaetees  Depaetment  of  the  Noethwest, 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  January  23,  1865. 
Respectfully  returned  to  Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Sibley,  commanding  Dis- 
trict of  Minnesota,  who  will  use  his  own  judgment  as  to  allowing  the 
friendly  Sissetons  in  question  to  be  permitted  to  locate  near  Fort 
Wadsworth.  General  Sibley  is  authorized  to  furnish  them  seed  corn, 
potatoes,  and  vegetables  for  planting  in  limited  quantities. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Pope: 

J.  F.  MELINE, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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(Extract  from  diBpatch  of  Lieut.  Col.  WiUiam  PfaeDder,  commanding  Second  Sab-District,  to  Capt.  E. 
C.  Olin,  assistant  adjutant-general,  Bistrict  of  MinnesoU,  dated  Fort  Eidgely,  Minn.,  January  12, 
1865.) 

Patrolling  over  the  entire  line  of  outposts  is  kept  up  three  times  a 
week,  and  the  troops  are  supplied  with  rations  to  the  1st  of  March. 
The  health  of  the  command  is  excellent,  the  number  of  the  sick  in 
hospital  at  this  post  from  all  the  troops  in  the  sub-district  ranging  from 
eight  to  twelve.  There  are  at  present  seven  lodges  of  Indians  (mostly 
women  and  children)  at  and  near  Yellow  Medicine,  who  have  come 
across  from  Fort  Thompson  and  beg  to  be  allowed  to  stay  until  the 
severe  weather  is  over.  A  party  of  Indians  who  have  been  trapping 
on  the  Big  Sioux  have  left,  and  there  are  now  only  two  small  parties 
reported  to  be  this  side  of  the  James  Eiver,  the  whereabouts  of  whom 
1  hope  to  find  out  within  a  short  time,  and  shall  act  according  to  circum- 
stances. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  PFAENDEE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 


Washington,  D.  C,  January  19,  1865. 

(Via  Cairo  and  New  York.) 
Major-General  Canby, 

New  Orleans: 
It  is  reported  by  General  Sherman  that  Beauregard  has  gone  to  Mis- 
sissippi to  bring  against  Sherman  the  remains  of  Hood's  army.  If  so, 
you  and  Thomas  can  easily  operate  in  Alabama  to  destroy  the  railroads 
and  supplies  of  the  enemy.  If  not,  a  demonstration  on  your  part  may 
prevent  Hood  from  re-enforcing  Charleston.  General  Grant,  therefore, 
directs  that  you  will  prepare  all  your  available  forces  for  a  campaign 
against  Selma  or  Montgomery,  moving  from  Pascagoula,  Mobile  Bay, 
Pensacola,  or  such  other  point  on  the  Gulf  as  you  may  select.  Mobile 
would  seem  the  best,  if  it  can  be  captured  without  too  much  delay. 
Should  you  select  that  point  the  Navy  Department  would  probably  be 
able  to  send  you  such  additional  vessels  and  monitors  as  you  might 
desire.  When  once  started  the  troops  should  move  light  and  very 
rapidly,  living  as  far  as  possible  on  the  country.  It  is  believed  that 
there  are  abundant  supplies  at  Selma,  Montgomery,  Columbus,  and  in 
all  the  adjacent  country.  If  General  Thomas  cannot  move  in  time  to 
co-operate  with  you,  it  is  General  Grant's  intention  to  send  you  a  part 
of  Thomas'  troops  and  leave  him  on  th6  defensive.  I  have  directed  that 
you  be  furnished  immediately  with  cavalry  remounts.  You  will  send 
your  requisitions  to  the  depot  at  Saint  Louis  and  also  to  the  bureau  in 
Washington.  You  will  communicate  with  General  Thomas  in  regard 
to  his  co-operation,  but  General  Grant  directs  that  your  expedition  be 
organized  whether  General  Thomas  gets  ready  to  move  or  not.  The 
lieutenant-general  directs  me  to  say  that  he  does  not  regard  General 
Granger  or  General  Hurlbut  as  proper  for  the  chief  command  of  the 
expedition. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Siaff. 
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Hdqrs.  Military  Ditision  of  West  Mississippi, 

Office  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer, 

New  Orleans,  ta.,  January  19,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi : 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  information  received  at  this  of&ce  this  19th  day  of 
January,  1865:  A  letter  from  Capt.  L.  B.  JSTash,  Little  Eock,  Ark., 
December  31, 1864,  transmitting  his  monthly  report  of  forces  of  the 
enemy  serving  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  for  December, 
states  that  the  decrease  in  the  forces  since  the  November  report  is 
based  on  reliable  information.  He  states  that  the  command  of  Gen- 
eral Price  is  still  scattered  through  the  country  and  that  Shelby  alone 
has  an  organization.  Most  of  their  cavalry  and  artillery  horses  have 
been  sent  into  Southern  Texas  to  be  recruited.  A  report  from  Maj. 
George  Webster,  Pass  Manchac,  La.,  January  18,  1805,  states  that  a 
detachment  of  Forrest's  men  (about  fifty  in  number)  is  reported  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Madisonville.  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith 
summaries  of  Captain  Nash's  reports  for  November  and  December,  1864. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  M.  EATON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi. 

[Incloaure  No.  1.] 
Summary  of  ike  forces  of  the  enemy  serving  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department. 

NOVEMBEK. 


Ann  of  service. 


Command. 


Strength. 


Total. 


Infaotr;; . 


Cavalry. 


Artillery. 


Forney 's.-- 
Parsons*  . .  - 
CliurchiU's. 
Polignac'a.. 


4,700 
4.3C0 
3,200 
3,350 


Wharton's,  including  Logan's  . 

Maxey's 

Harmaduke's 

Fagan'a 

Shelby's 


7,800 
4,950 
3,500 
3.825 
2.720 


Magrnder pieces . 

Maiey do  — 

Price do... 

Total ...do... 


15, 550 


22,795 


38, 345 


10 
4 


80 


[Inclosure  No.  2.] 
Summary  of  the  farces  of  the  enemy  serving  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department. 

DECEMBEE. 


Arm  of  service. 


Cavalry  a . 


Division. 


Wharton's 

Logan',. 

Cooper's 

Marmadiike's 

Fagan'si) 

Shelby's!) 


Strength. 


5,125 
500 
4.6O0 
3,450 
■i,  825 
2,720 


Total. 


20, 220 


a  Command  very  much  scattered. 


b  This  force  badly  disorganized. 
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Summary  of  the  forces  of  the  enemy  serving  in  the  Trans-Mississippi,  ^c. — Continued. 

DECEMBER— Continued. 


Arm  of  service. 

Division. 

Strength. 

Total. 

Infantry .-- 

Forney's  ....                              ,                   

3,525 
3,300 
2,225 
3,710 

Parsons' 

Magrader 

"Wharton 

Logan 

Shelby 

Maxey 

Total 

12, 760 

32,980 

A  Tt.il1«ry 

54 

do 

12 

do 

2 

do 

4 

do. 

10 

do 

82 

Special  Orders,  )       Hdqrs.  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

No.  16.  j  New  Orleans,  January  19, 1865. 

1.  Company  G,  Tenth  U.  S.  Colored  Heavy  Artillery,  will  proceed  to 
Brashear,  La.,  and  report  for  duty  to  the  commanding  officer.  The 
quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  transportation. 

2.  Company  H,  Tenth  U.  S.  Colored  Heavy  Artillery,  will  proceed  to 
Fort  Saint  Philip,  La.,  and  report  for  duty  to  the  commanding  officer. 
The  quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  transportation. 

*■**#»#* 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Sherman : 

FKEDERIC  SPEED, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Hock,  Arl:,  January  19,  1865 — 9  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Chief  of  Staff: 

Three  steamers  left  here  on  thel2th  instant  for  Fort  Smith  with  supplies 
for  that  command  for  about  sixty  days.  A  force  was  sent  to  occupy  Dar- 
danelle  and  protect  the  ])assage  of  the  boats.  They  ])assed  Dardanelle 
safely  on  the  14th  instant,  and  have  since  been  heard  from  in  safety  at 
Mulberry  Creek,  about  twenty-five  miles  this  side  of  Fort  Smith  It  is 
believed  they  arrived  at  Fort  Smith  safely.  Our  force  at  Dardanelle 
under  Major  Jenks,  First  Iowa  Cavalry,  was  attacked  on  the  14th  after 
boats  had  passed  up.  Enemy  was  handsomely  repulsed.  Our  loss  1 
killed,  15  wounded.  Fifteen  dead  rebels  were  left  on  the  field  •  also  15 
wounded.  Another  regiment  and  section  of  battery  sent  from  this 
place  are  at  Dardanelle,  Colonel  Eyan,  Third  Arkansas  Cavalry,  in 
command.  Colonel  Eyan  reports  yesterday  9  p.  m.  that  enemy  is 
assembling  to  renew  the  attack  on  Dardanelle,  and  from  floating  pieces 
of  charred  [wood]  he  supposes  that  one  of  the  boats  had  been  destroved 
in  returning  from  Fort  Smith.  Eiver  has  fallen  too  much  to  warrant 
sending  more  boats  up  at  present. 

J.  J.  EEYNOLDS, 

Major- General. 
Nothing  new  up  to  this  hour  from  Dardanelle,  12  noon. 
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Headquarters  Department  op  Arkansas, 

Little  Rock,  January  19,  1865 — i.AO  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel.  Ohristensen, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  New  Orleans: 
Order  to  send  about  1,000  cavalry  to  Memphis  received.    The  First 
Iowa  Cavalry  and  Second  Missouri  Cavalry  are  ordered  and  will  be 
put  eu  route  at  once.    Full  report  by  mail. 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 

Major-General. 


Dardanelle,  January  19,  18fl5 — 10  p.  m. 

(Via  Lewisburg.) 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds, 

Little  Bock: 
Courier  in  from  Colonel  Judson,  commanding  at  Clarksville,  states 
that  a  force  of  the  enemy  on  south  bank  of  the  river  near  Roseville  fired 
upon  the  boats  coming  from  Fort  Smith,  capturing  and  burning  theChip- 
pewa.  The  other  three  ran  to  north  side  of  river  near  Ivey's  Ford, 
more  or  less  injured  by  the  enemy's  fire.  Judson  sent  them  assistance. 
Scouts  report  firing  in  that  direction  last  evening  and  this  a.  m.  Scouts 
report  the  enemy  to  have  moved  camp  to  within  eight  miles  on  Rocky 
Crossing  road,  having  been  re-enforced  by  Parsons,  of  Texas,  and 
waiting  for  the  co-operation  of  the  force  Jiow  engaged  on  the  boats 
before  attacking  him.  Do  you  wish  the  force  here  to  remain  longer  than 
to  insure  the  safe  passage  of  the  boats  down  river;  that  is,  if  the  rebels 
leave  any  of  them  in  a  condition  to  run  down?  The  river  will  soon  be 
fordable  above  this  point. 
Respectfully, 

A.  H.  RYAN, 

Colonel. 


Special  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Department  of  Arkansas, 

No.  18.  )  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  January  19,  1865. 

5.  The  Sixty-sixth  Regiment  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry  now  at  Saint 
Charles  will  proceed  to  Devall's  Blufl',  Ark.,  and  report  for  temporary 
duty  to  Brigadier-General  Shaler,  commanding.  The  quartermaster's 
department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

«  #  #  #  *  #  * 

12.  The  First  Iowa  Cavalry  Volunteers  will  proceed  without  delay 
to  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  report  to  Major-General  Dana,  commanding 
Department  of  Mississippi,  for  temporary  duty.  The  quartermaster's 
department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

13.  The  detachment  of  Second  Missouri  Cavalry  serving  in  this 
department  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  report 
to  Major-General  Dana,  commanding  Department  of  Mississippi,  for 
temporary  duty.  The  quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  the 
necessavy  transiwrtation. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds: 

JOHN  LEVERING, 
Assistant  AOjutant- General. 
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Lewisburg,  January  19,  1865. 
Major-Geueral  Reynolds, 

Little  Rock: 
My  information  (which  I  believe  to  be  correct)  is  that  Brooks'  com- 
mand was  re-enforced  by  Colonel  Gordon  with  GOO  men  and  uo  artillery, 
being  detached  from  a  command  under  Shelby,  who  was  on  his  way  to 
occupy  Fort  Smith,  but  turned  back  at  Waldron.  The  force  operating 
on  the  river  is  2,000  men  and  two  pieces  of  artillery. 
EespectfuUy, 

I.  W.  POLLER, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Mississippi, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  January  19,  1865. 
Lieut.  Gol.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Ge^i.,  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Dir.  of  West  Miss.,  Neic  Orleans,  La. : 

^IR :  I  herewith  inclose  a  petition  presented  by  a  number  of  the  citizens 
of  Memphis  last  night,  remonstrating  against  the  closing  of  the  lines, 
and  a  copy  of  my  reply.  Some  of  the  points  are  well  taken,  and  doubt- 
less there  is  some  reason  why  a  somewhat  different  policy  should  be 
adoi^ted  here,  from  the  more  rigid  one  found  necessary  in  Mississippi, 
Louisiana,  and  Arkansas;  still,  I  would  have  no  hope  of,  by  any  lib- 
erality or  laxity  of  rule,  coming  up  to  the  desires  of  hopeful  traders. 
So  long  as  Hood's  army  lies  at  Gorinth,  or  is  in  this  district,  I  could 
not  counsel  any  relaxation,  but  should  Major-General  Thomas  force 
him  out  of  Gorinth,  south,  and  cover  this  country  by  his  operations,  1 
would  advise  that  the  lines  be  partially  opened.  I  also  inclose  a  letter 
just  received  from  Thomas  M.  Redd,  esq.,  surveyor  of  customs  at 
Paducah,  bearing  on  this  same  subject.  There  is  an  evident  necessity 
for  a  uniformity  of  action  at  Paducah,  and  the  District  of  West  Ten- 
nessee. General  Meredith,  commanding  District  of  Western  Kentucky, 
headquarters  at  Paducah,  has  again  sent  orders,  under  instructions 
from  Brevet  Major-General  Burbridge,  to  Gol.  J.  N.  McArthur,  com- 
manding at  Columbus,  Ky.,  not  to  obey  my  orders,  and  threatening 
him.  To  prevent  collision  Generals  Burbridge  and  Meredith  should  be 
restrained  by  orders  from  the  War  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  J.  T.  DANA, 

Major-  General. 

[Inclosure  Ni).  1.] 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  January  2, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  N.  J.  T.  Dana,  '  ./     > 

Commanding  Department  of  Mississippi: 
General  :  Your  petitioners,  loyal  citizens  of  Memphis,  desirous  to 
mitigate  the  sufferings  of  our  people  and  to  rekindle  in  their  hearts 
their  former  "  love  of  country,"  and  thus  add  a  moral  victory  to  the 
brilliant  successes  that  have  recently  crowned  the  efforts  of  our  armies 
deem  it  not  only  our  privilege  but  duty  to  remonstrate  against  any 
unnecessary  hardships  being  imposed  upon  them,  and  respectfully  but 
urgently  pray  that  the  present  orders  closing  the  lines  against  the  loyal 
residents  of  West  Tennessee  be  revoked.  We  offer  the  following  rea- 
sons: First.  In  West  Tennessee  there  are  many  loyal  men  and  women 
and  helpless  children  (among  them  the  wives,  children,  and  parents  of 
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some  of  our  bravest  soldiers),  who  are  thus  deprived  of  the  protection 
of  their  Government,  to  which  they  are  in  honor  and  justice  entitled. 
Second.  In  the  counties  surrounding  Memphis  there  are  numbers  of 
men  liable  to  military  duty  in  the  Confederate  Army  who  have  avoided 
it  by  coming  to  Memphis  as  an  asylum  when  Confederate  conscript 
officers  were  in  their  neighborhood,  but  being  destitute  of  means  ena- 
bling them  to  remain  here,  return  home  as  soon  as  it  is  safe  to  do  so; 
hence,  closing  the  lines  to  such  is  virtually  recruiting  for  the  Confed- 
erate Army.  Third.  It  forces  very  many  to  come  within  the  lines  as 
'•refugees,"'to  remain  at  the  expense  of  the  Government,  who  could 
live  at  their  homes  if  allowed  to  bring  in  their  products  and  exchange 
them  for  necessary  supplies.  Fourth.  It  ignores  the  traditional  justice 
and  magnanimity  of  our  Government,  by  adopting  the  too  common 
and  pernicious  practice  of  treating  all  citizens  of  rebellious  States  as 
rebels,  though  they  may  have  sacrificed  their  all  on  the  altar  of  their 
country.  Fifth.  It  indirectly  annuls  the  instructions  of  the  President 
relajtive  to  the  Treasury  regulations,  by  introducing  restrictions  evi- 
dently not  intended  by  His  Excellency,  thus  preventing  large  amounts 
of  cotton  from  coming  in  that  would  pay  a  handsome  revenue  to  the 
Government,  and  causes  most  that  does  come  to  do  so  under  "  special 
permits,"  the  encouragement  of  which  stops  the  business  of  legitimate 
merchants  who  only  want  such  privileges  as  others  equally  deserving 
are  entitled  to,  and  encourages  an  odious  monopoly,  the  promoter  of 
extortion,  fraud,  and  corruption.  Sixth.  Since  the  recent  signal  suc- 
cesses of  our  armies  there  can  now  exist  no  military  necessity  for  the 
continuance  of  these  orders.  This  petition  is  respectfully  and  hopefully 
presented  to  you,  the  immediate  representative  of  our  Government,  in 
no  dictatorial  or  fault-finding  spirit,  but  from  an  earnest  conviction  of 
duty,  based  on  a  long  and  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  necessities  and 
deserts  of  the  people  we  represent,  and  an  abiding  faith  in  our  national 
justice  and  liberality,  as  so  forcibly  and  beautifully  expressed  in  arti- 
cles 4  and  5  of  "Instructions  for  the  government  of  armies  of  the 
United  States  in  the  field." 


ery  respectfully. 

P.  MILLER  &  CO. 

AETHUE  W.  YOUNG, 

WM.  E.  MOOEE. 

Assistant  Assessor. 

F.  S.  DA^IS, 

J.  E.  MEERIMAN. 

President. 

F.  H.  CLAEK. 

WM.  H.  FITCH,  Jr. 

NIXON  WOOD  &  CO. 

L.  S.  KNOWLTON. 

WM.  M.  FAEEINGTON. 

M.  S.  BROOKS. 

A.  P.  BURDBTT. 

I.  M.  HILL. 

LACY  &  McGHEE. 

JNO.  W,  LEFTWICH. 

YEATMAN  &  THOMPSON. 

E.  HOUGH, 

CHAS.  KORTRECHT. 

U.  8.  Collector. 

GEO.  W.  TEOTLER. 

H.  F.  COOPER, 

U.  S.  Assessor. 

[Inolosure  No.  2.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Mississippi, 

Memphis,  Term.,  January  19,  1865. 

Messrs.  I.  M.  Hill,  John  W.  Leftwich,  and  others, 

Memphis,  Tenn.: 

Gentlemen:  I  take  pleasure  in  replying  to  your  communication  of 
2d  instant,  which  you  presented  to  me  last  night.  You  are  aware  that 
I  act  under  the  orders  of  my  immediate  commander,  the  major-genei'al 
commanding  the  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi,  to  whom  it 
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would  have  been  more  appropriate  your  commuuication  should  have 
been  addressed.  I  shall  forward  it  to  him,  with  such  remarks  as  the 
case  appears  to  render  necessary.  I  can  assure  you,  gentlemen,  that 
so  far  from  wishing  to  impose  unnecessary  hardships  on  loyal  citizens, 
it  will  always  be  his  desire  to  afford  tliem  all  facilities,  liberties,  and 
protection  compatible  with  a  just  regard  for  his  high  duties  in  protect- 
ing and  furthering  the  interests  of  tbe  Government,  and  bringing  this 
war  to  a  successful  close.  A  soldier  by  instinct  and  education,  his 
restrictions  are  only  such  as  in  his  judgment  will  be  required  for  the 
public  safety,  and  it  is  not  to  be  presumed,  with  his  superior  informa- 
tion in  that  regard,  he  will  not,  in  some  respects,  differ  in  opinion  with 
those  whose  profession  is  not  war,  but  mercantile  business  and  trade, 
and  whose  views  would  necessarily  be  more  or  less  molded  by  their 
habits  of  thought  and  training.  I  proceed  to  remark,  briefly,  on  the 
six  points  you  present.  First.  This  hardship  is  one  of  the  consequences 
of  war,  not  of  unnecessary  military  orders,  and  grieves  all  just  men, 
whether  civilians  or  soldiers.  Second.  The  class  of  men  alluded  to 
will  always  find  asylum  and  protection  within  the  Union  lines,  and 
would  be  welcomed  and  applauded  should  they  express  a  desire  to  take 
up  arms  to  assist  in  punishing  and  destroying  their  wicked  persecutors. 
Third.  This  complaint  also  is  against  the  hardships  of  war  and  the  acts 
of  rebels.  Fourth  and  fifth.  I  think  you  have  fallen  into  error  in  the 
latter  of  these  two.  The  following  figures  will  give  you  better  informa- 
tion and  enable  you  to  correct  the  impression  that  orders  are  issued 
for  the  purpose  of  annulling  the  President's  instructions:  Up  to  noon 
of  to-day  the  cotton-permit  office  had  been  fairly  open  fourteen  and 
one-half  working  days,  and  in  that  time  had  issued  370  safeguards  and 
permits,  amounting  to  38,335  bales,  besides  30,150  pounds  of  seed  cot- 
ton. I  very  much  deprecate  the  tone  of  the  assertions  and  argument 
in  these  clauses.  Whilst  I  decline  to  enter  into  any  expressions  of 
opinion  or  discussion  of  the  propriety  of  any  action  my  superiors  may 
think  proper,  or  of  the  orders  the  highest  officials  in  the  land  see  fit  to 
give — my  duty  and  inclinations  being  only  to  obey — I  feel  bound  to 
differ  entirely  with  you  in  your  conclusions.  Sixth.  I  wish  I  could  con- 
gratulate you  on  the  ground  that  your  assertion  is  undeniable  and  an 
axiom,  and  I  hope  very  soon  to  be  able  to  do  so.  In  conclusion,  I  invite 
your  special  attention  to  Paragraphs  II  and  VII  of  General  Orders,  No. 
33,*  and  to  latter  part  of  paragraph  6  to  paragraph  12  of  General 
Orders,  No.  80,t  both  from  the  headquarters  Military  Division  of  West 
Mississippi,  series  of  1864. 

With  sentiments  of  respect,  I  remain,  gentlemen,  faithfully,  your 
servant, 

N.  J.  T.  DANA, 

Major- General. 

[Inclosure  No.  3.] 

CusTOM-HousE,  Paducah,  Ky.,  January  6,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  N.  J.  T.  Dana, 

Commanding  Department  of  Mississippi,  Memphis,  Tenn.: 
General:  I  have  been  thinking  for  some  time  that  I  would  write 
you  in  reference  to  trade  at  this  post,  but  have  deferred  the  matter  in 
the  hope  that  military  changes  would  transpire  that  would  obviate  such 
a  thing.  The  trade  from  here  to  your  district  is  very  heavy  at  this 
time,  all  passing  the  picket-line  at  this  place  under  permit  from  board 
of  trade  instituted  here  by  the  military  authorities.  These  parties 
represent  themselves  as  living  in  Kentucky.     In  this  way  the  border 

*  See  VoL  XLI,  Part  II,  p.  533.  t  See  Vol.  XLI,  Part  IV,  p.  78?! 
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counties  of  Tennessee,  and  as  low  down  as  Madison,  have  become  vast 
storehouses.  There  is  no  revenue  collected  on  the  goods  now  going 
into  your  district  under  present  regulations.  I  would  respectfully  ask 
your  co-operation  with  me  to  protect  the  interest  of  the  Government. 
It  would  be  better  far  if  you  would  open  West  Tennessee  to  trade,  then 
we  could  coUect  some  of  the  revenue  any  way.  Large  amount  of  cot- 
ton is  being  brought  in  from  Tennessee  without  a  regular  permit,  which 
the  military  here  ought  to  seize,  still  they  will  not  do  it.  Under  regu- 
lations of  July  29,  1864,  I  can  only  permit  goods  to  such  districts  and 
places  where  the  military  declare  actual  occupation,  ifow,  the  people 
of  your  district  pay  no  respect  to  any  of  the  orders  prohibiting  trade  in 
insurrectionary  districts.  Would  it  not  be  better,  in  view  of  all  the 
facts,  to  open  trade  and  let  the  Government  collect  the  revenue  she  is 
justly  entitled  to? 

Believing  you  fully  comprehend  my  object  without  saying  any  more, 
I  respectfully  subscribe  myself,  yours,  &c., 

THOMAS  M.  REDD, 

Surveyor  of  Customs. 


General  Orders,  )  Miss.  Squadron,  V.  S.  Flag- Ship  Fairy, 

No.  29.  )  Eastport,  Miss.,  January  19,  1865. 

I.  So  far  as  the  provisions  of  the  annexed  General  Orders,  No.  1,* 
issued  by  Major-General  Canby,  concerns  the  navy,  divisional  and 
other  commanding  officers  are  hereby  required  to  observe  and  enforce 
them. 

II.  Boats  crossing  the  river  at  a  military  post  are  not  subject  to 
interruption  by  the  navy. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  District  op  Natchez, 

No.  14.  )  Natchez,  Miss.,  January  19, 1865. 

1.  The  Fifth  Illinois  Volunteer  Cavalry  will  at  once  embark  for 
Memphis,  Tenn.  Ten  days'  rations  and  forage  will  be  issued  to  the 
regiment.  All  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  that  regiment  now  serving 
ou  detached  service  within  the  District  of  Natchez  are  hereby  relieved, 
and  will  proceed  with  the  regiment. 

2.  The  Second  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  having  reported  for  duty  in  this 
district,  is  hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of  Col.  F.  W.  Moore, 
Eighty-third  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  commanding  Provisional  Bri- 

3.  Inclusive  of  his  present  duties  Col.  B.  G.  Farrar,  Sixth  TJ.  S.  Col- 
ored Heavy  Artillery,  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  post  of 
Natchez.  General"  Orders,  No.  80,  series  of  1864,  of  Military  Division 
of  West  Mississippi;  circular  of  the  Department  of  Mississippi  of 
December  16, 1864;  General  Orders,  No.  34,  of  1864,  of  the  District  of 
Vicksburg,  and  the  letter  of  Major-General  Dana,  of  January  13,  I860, 
on  the  subject  of  passes  and  permits,  are  specially  presented  to  his 
attention. 

»»*♦*** 
Byorderof  Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.Davidson:  ^    ^    mOREY, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
"  See  p.  400. 
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Headquakteks  District  op  Eolla, 

Eolla,  Mo.,  January  19, 1865. 
Maj.  J.  W.  Barnes, 

Assistant' Adjutant- General,  Department  of  the  Missouri: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Lieutenant  Bates,  Fifth  Missouri 
State  Militia  Cavalry,  in  command  of  a  scouting  party  from  Waynes- 
ville,  reports  that  he  killed  three  noted  guerrillas,  named  McOourtney, 
Anthony,  and  Stephens,  and  captured  three  horses  on  the  Big  Piney, 
near  McCourtney's  Mill. 

E.  B.  BROWN, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

January  19,  1865 — 11.45  a.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Brown,  Rolla,  Mo. : 

Send  a  few  mounted  men  up  into  Maries  County  to  look  after  that 
gang  of  robbers.  They  will  have  to  go  quietly  and  stay  a  few  days  so 
as  to  catch  them. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  District  op  Eolla, 

Eolla,  Mo.,  January  19,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge,  Saint  Louis: 

I  have  no  information  of  any  robbers  in  Maries  County.  Will  you 
please  inform  me  what  part  of  the  county  they  have  been  operating, 
and  how  the  officers  in  command  of  the  scout  can  get  a  clew  to  their 
movements? 

E.  B.  BROWN, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Kansas  City,  January  ID,  1865. 
Colonel  Philips,  Commanding: 

Scouting  parties  just  returned  report  bushwhackers  cleared  out  as 
far  south  on  the  line  of  Cass  and  as  far  east  as  the  line  of  La  Fayette, 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Pink  Hills,  and  thence  to  the  Missouri.  I 
intend  to  send  Wyckoff  to  the  country  near  Pink  Hills,  the  runway  of 
the  bushwhackers  of  Clay  County,  and  on  this  side.  Three  bushmen 
reported  to  have  been  seen  near  Mr.  Santafee's  with  four  men.  All 
the  tri-mouthlies  ready  to-morrow. 

CHESTER  HARDING, 

Colonel,  Commanding, 

Headquarters  District  of  Eolla, 

Bolla,  Mo.,  January  19,  1865. 
General  J.  B.  Sanborn,  Springfield: 

Please  inform  me  by  telegraph  the  names  of  the  guerrillas  captured 
in  a  cave.  There  is  important  testimony  said  to  be  on  file  in  the 
provost-marshal's  ofiQce  in  this  district  against  some  ot  them. 

E.  B.  BROWN, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 
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Hon.  E.  M.  Stantqn, 


Omaha,  January  19,  1865. 
(Received  5.10  a.  in.  20th.) 

Secretary  of  War: 
The  renewal  of  hostilities  by  the  Indians  on  our  frontier  and  on  the 
telegraph  and  mail  line  west  calls  for  more  troops.    Can  you  send  at 
least  one  regiment  of  cavalry  to  our  aid  at  once? 

A.  SAUNDERS, 

Governor. 
A.  S.  PADDOCK, 

Secretary. 
O.  P.  MASON, 

President  of  Council. 
S.  M.  KIRKPATRICK, 
Speaker  of  the  Souse  of  Representatives,  Nebraska. 


Headquarters  District  of  Colorado, 

Denver,  Colo.  Ter.,  January  19,  1865. 
COMMANDINGr  OFFICER  AT  FORT  LyON,  CoLO.  TeR.  : 

Sir:  The  colonel  commanding  desires  me  to  inform  you  that  Briga- 
dier-General Mitchell,  commanding  District  of  Nebraska,  is  now  organ- 
izing a  command  at  Cottonwood  Station,  on  the  Overland  line,  to  strike 
the  Indians  congregated  in  that  section  of  country.  It  is  very  probable 
that  they  may  be  driven  down  your  way,  so  that  you  will  by  a  careful 
scouting  party  inform  yourself  of  their  movements  and  be  ready  to 
strike  them  on  their  approach.  They  are  making  serious  trouble  on  the 
Overland  line,  and  it  is  possible  that  they  may  come  this  way,  in  which 
ease  you  will  be  notified.  The  colonel  commanding  also  directs  that 
you  keep  constant  communication  with  Camp  Fillmore  and  these  head- 
quarters, and  that  you  also  keep  your  command  compactly  together,  so 
as  to  be  able  to  move  to  any  point  at  a  moment's  warning. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

IRA  I.  TABER, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  Department  of  New  Mexico, 

No.  2.  ]  Santa  Fe,  N.  Mex.,  January  19,  1865. 

I.  In  order  to  have  all  the  troops  which  can  be  spared  from  other  nec- 
essary duties  in  a  position  in  time  to  assist  during  the  approaching 
spring  and  summer  in  making  the  routes  safe  leading  from  New  Mexico 
to  the  Arkansas  River,  the  following  is  ordered,  viz:  The  company  of 
the  Fifth  U.  S.  Infantry  now  at  Fort  Wingate,  Company  L,  First  Cav- 
alry New  Mexico  Volunteers,  now  at  Fort  Sumner,  and  Company  C  of 
that  regiment,  now  at  Fort  Bascom,  will  without  delay  take  post  at 
Fort  Union.  Company  M,  First  Cavalry  New  Mexico  Volunteers,  will 
for  the  present  remain  at  Fort  Bascom.  The  commanding  ofiBcer  of 
Franklin,  Tex.,  will  send  a  portion  of  Company  C,  First  Cavalry  Cali- 
fornia Volunteers,  under  an  energetic  officer  to  San  Elizario,  Tex.,  to 
relieve  at  that  outpost  Company  F,  First  Cavalry  California  Volunteers, 
which  will  theu  march  to  Las  Cruces,  N.  Mex.  Here  this  company  will 
be  joined  by  Captain  Ffrench's  company.  First  Veteran  Infantry  Cali- 
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fornia  Volunteers,  ■when  the  two,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Ffrench,  will  proceed  to  Fort  McEae.  Here  Captain  Ffiench's  company- 
will  receive  the  horses,  horse  equipments,  and  revolvers  now  in  the 
.  possession  of  Captain  Ayres'  company,  First  Infantry  New  Mexico  Vol- 
unteers, and  Captain  Ffrench  will  relieve  Major  Willis,  First  Infantry 
New  Mexico  Volunteers,  in  the  com  niand  of  Fort  McEae.  Major  Willis, 
with  Ayres'  and  Stombs'  companies,  will  then  march  without  delay  to 
Fort  Craig.  Here  Captain  Stombs'  company  will  take  post.  Company 
H,  First  Cavalry  California  Volunteers,  and  Company  E,  First  Infan- 
try New  Mexico  Volunteers,  will  there  join  Major  Willis'  command  and 
proceed  with  it  to  Fort  Union,  N.  Mex.  Captain  Burkett's  company. 
First  Veteran  Infantry,  will  proceed  to  Fort  Cummings,  N.  Mex.,  where 
it  will  relieve  Captain  Cooke's  company  [First]  New  Mexico  Volunteers. 
Major  Shaw,  First  Cavalry  New  Mexico  V  olunteers,  will  with  this  latter 
company  march  to  Los  Finos,  N.  Mex.  He  himself  will  then  proceed 
to  Fort  Wingate  and  relieve  Ma-jor  Eaton  in  the  command  of  that  post. 
Major  Eaton  on  being  relieved  will  proceed  to  Los  Pinos,  and  then 
march  with  Cooke's  company  to  Fort  Union.  Ffrench  and  Burkett  will 
each  leave  one  of  his  ofUcers  at  Las  Cruces  on  recruiting  service.  The 
officers  of  the  First  Veteran  Infantry  California  Volunteers  and  the 
First  Cavalry  New  Mexico  Volunteers  will  use  every  endeavor  to  fill 
up  the  ranks  of  those  regiments  as  rapidly  as  possible,  as  many  of  the 
companies  will  be  required  for  active  service  upon  the  plains.  The 
chief  quartermaster  will  give  directions  with  reference  to  the  necessary 
transportation  for  these  movements. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Carletoii : 

EEASTUS  W.  WOOD, 

Aide-de-Camp. 

U.  S.  S.  Choctaw,  Bayou  Sara,  January  30,  1865. 
Major-General  Canby, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi  : 
Sir  :  In  your  communication  of  the  17th  instant  you  state  that  there 
are  a  number  of  plantations  along  the  river  cultivated  by  "fi-eed 
labor"  under  the  orders  of  the  commander  of  the  Department  of  the 
Gulf.  That  there  are  "plantations  worked  by  freed  labor"  I  know,  but 
that  they  are  under  the  orders  of  or  in  any  way  controlled  by  the  com- 
mander of  the  department  is  new  to  me.  They  cannot  be  visited  with- 
out an  armed  force,  and  I  am  sure  that  any  supplies  landed  for  such 
plantations  are  immediately  sold,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  to  the 
highest  bidder.  If  there  are  deserving  people  outside  the  lines  of 
military  occupation,  which  I  doubt,  it  would  be  much  better  that  sup- 
phes  should  go  through  the  military  posts,  for  if  landings  can  be  made 
at  any  point  there  is  no  telling  what  will  be  landed;  for  instance,  the 
goods  lately  seized  at  Brul(5  Landing.  There  are  not  gun-boats  enough 
to  cover  the  landings,  there  being  but  four  to  patrol  a  distance  of  130 
miles.  Article  38  of  the  Treasury  Eegulations,  of  July  29,  1864  seems 
to  refer  to  plantations  within  our  lines.  Those  in  this  district 'cannot 
be  considered  as  such,  although,  as  you  say,  they  have  heretofore  been 
permitted  to  ship  their  products  and  receive  their  supplies.  It  was 
upon  my  understanding  of  the  new  trade  regulations,  and  a  conversa- 
tion I  had  with  you  about  a  month  ago  on  this  subject,  that  I  gave 
orders  to  prevent  the  landing  of  plantation  supplies  and  the  shipping 


Chai-.LX.]  correspondence,  etc. UNION.  591 

of  products  except  on  regular  permits  from  O.  If.  Cutler.  I  wrote 
Admiral  Lee  a  letter  on  this  subject  two  weeks  since,  and  hope  to  get 
an  answer  by  next  mail. 

Very  respectfully, 

JNO.  J.  COENWELL, 

Lieut.  Commander,  Comdg.  Second  Div.,  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  op  West  Mississippi, 

Office  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer, 

JVew  Orleans,  La.,  January  ^0,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Ohristensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi : 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  information  received  at  this  office  this  20th  day  of 
January,  1865 :  A  report  from  Lieut.  J.  M.  Haff',  Tliibodeaux,  January 
18,  1865,  states  that  four  deserters  came  within  the  Federal  lines  on  the 
15th  instant  and  made  the  following  statements :  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph 
Brent  commands  the  rebel  forces  on  the  Lower  Teche,  headquarters  at 
Bayou  Bourbeau,  six  miles  from  Opelousas.  His  command  consists  of 
a  regiment  of  cavalry  (ten  companies)  and  two  independent  companies, 
stationed,  respectively,  at  Franklin  and  Fausse  Pointe.  These  troops 
have  not  been  paid  in  two  years,  and  very  much  discontent  exists 
among  them.  They  talk  freely  of  deserting.  They  state  that  there 
is  no  artillery  this  side  of  Opelousas,  and  they  think  none  this  side  of 
Alexandria.  Eighteen  deserters  came  into  Donaldsonville  on  the  17th 
instant.  Captain  Frederick  H.  Man,  Morganza,  La.,  in  a  communica- 
tion, dated  January  18,  states  that  the  Third  Arkansas  Cavalry  (rebel) 
are  on  this  side  the  Atchafalaya  near  Morganza,  and  that  there  are 
indications  of  an  increase  of  the  rebel  force  in  that  vicinity.  His  for- 
mer reports  of  the  position  of  rebel  troops  have  been  confirmed  by 
deserters  and  prisoneis.  A  further  examination  of  the  deserter  Lars 
Larseu  discloses  the  fact  that  there  are  four  gun-boats  in  and  around 
Galveston  Bay,  viz,  the  Colonel  Still,  mounting  two  guns;  the  Diana, 
well  armed;  the  Bayou  City,.mounting  two  guns,  and  the  John  F.  Carr. 
There  is  a  small  supply  boat  (the  Island  City)  in  the  bay.  There  is  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Brazos  Kiver  a  stern-wheel  steamer,  tlie  Lucy  Gwin, 
and  at  Sabine  the  Josiah  11.  Bell,  mounting  one  32-pounder  and  two 
mountain  howitzers  (6  pounders). 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  M.  EATON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi. 


General  Orders,  i    War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  9.  3  M'^ashington,  January  20,  1865. 

The  Territory  of  Arizona  is  reaunexed  to  the  Department  of  the 
Pacific,  under  the  command  of  Major-General  McDowell,  headquar- 
ters at  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

New  Orleans^  January  20,  1865, 

Commanding  Officer  at  Plaqubmine: 

General  UUmann  telegraphs  from  Morganza  that  a  large  force  is 
approaching  your  position.  Throw  out  your  scouts  to  watch  their 
movements,  and  keep  ail  the  rest  ot  your  force  in  hand  to  meet  any 
event  in  the  defense  of  your  position.  Telegraph  direct  aud  immedi- 
ately to  these  headquarters  all  the  information  you  gain  of  the  enemy's 
movement,  if  there  be  any  enemy. 

T.  W.  SHERMAN, 
Brigadier- General,  Gomvianding. 


Special  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Department  of  Arkansas, 

No.  19.  )  Little  Bock,  Arlc,  January  20,  1865. 

******* 

V.  Commanding  officer  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  Seventh  Army 
Corps,  will  report  with  his  brigade  without  delay  to  Brig.  Gen.  E.  A. 
Carr  for  temporary  duty. 

VI.  Commanding  officer  Forty  third  Illinois  Infantry  Volunteers  will 
report  with  his  regiment  without  delay  to  Brig.  Gen.  E.  A.  Carr  for 
temporary  duty. 

VII.  Commanding  officer  First  Iowa  Cavalry  Volunteers  will  report 
with  his  regiment  without  delay  to  Brig.  Gen.  E.  A.  Carr  for  tempo- 
rary duty. 

VIII.  Commanding  officer  First  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers  will 
report  with  his  regiment  without  delay  to  Brig.  Gen.  E.  A.  Carr  for 
temporary  duty. 

IX.  Commanding  officer  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Battery  will  report  with 
his  battery  without  delay  to  Brig.  Gen.  E.  A.  Carr  for  temporary  duty. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds: 

JOHN  LEVERING, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Second  Div.,  7th  Army  Corps, 

and  U.  S.  Forces  at  Devall's  Bluff,  Ark., 

January  20,  1865. 
The  early  completion  of  the  works  laid  out  for  the  defenses  of  the 
post  makes  it  necessary  that  every  officer  and  soldier  when  detailed 
should  use  his  best  endeavors  to  hasten  the  progress.  There  is  just  so 
much  to  do,  and  all  will  have  to  contribute  their  services  until  com- 
pleted, whether  it  occupies  a  week  or  a  year.  lu  this  work,  as  in  all 
of  the  soldier's  duties,  a  cheerful  and  willing  obedience  to  the  orders 
of  superior  aiithority  is  essential  and  should  be  given  unasked.  Reports 
given  in  to  these  headquarters  justify  the  belief  that  some  of  the  officers 
in  charge  of  the  details  have  so  far  forgotten  themselves  and  their 
duties  as  to  allow  the  men  under  them  to  idle  away  their  time  and  even 
refuse  to  require  a  proper  ap])lication  on  the  part  of  the  men  to  their 
work.  Such  conduct  is  not  only  delaying  the  work,  but  damaging  to 
the  officer's  reputation  as  a  soldier  and  destructive  to  discipline  and 
good  order  among  the  troops.  Of  course  such  conduct  will  not  be  tol- 
erated. Hereafter  the  details  at  each  fort  and  on  the  road  will  be  under 
the  charge  of  the  senior  officer  present.    Those  on  the  forts  will  receive 
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their  instructions  through  Lieutenant  Daly,  and  that  on  the  road 
through  Lieutenant  Moran.  These  senior  ofiBcers  of  tlie  parties  will  be 
held  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  in  their  [charge], 
and  will  promptly  report  in  writing  to  these  headquarters  any  neglect 
or  incompetency  on  the  part  of  the  officers  under  them,  in  order  that 
the  cases  may  be  investigated.  In  making  the  details  at  regimental 
headquarters  a  captain  will  be  selected  for  each  party  with  reference 
to  his  efficiency.  The  other  officers  will  be  lieutenants.  These  cap- 
tains will  remain  on  duty  for  the  whole  day,  and  designate  the  moment 
at  which  the  details  may  leave  off  work,  observing  the  provisions  of 
General  Orders,  No.  9,  from  these  headquarters,  18th  instant. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Alex.  Shaler : 

OHAS.  E.  HOWE, 
Captain,  Ttcelfth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  Actg.  Asst.  A.djt.  Gen. 


Hdqks.  Cavalry  Depot,  Department  of  Arkansas, 

DevalVs  Bluff,  Arlc.,  January  20, 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  K.  West, 

Gomdg.  Cav,  Div.,  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Little  Bock,  Ark.  : 
General:  Your  orders  concerning  the  Second  Missouri  Cavalry 
have  been  received  through  General  Shaler.  Details  have  been  ordered 
to  report  to  their  command,  and  the  commanding  officer  ordered  to  have 
the  regiment  with  arms,  accounterments,  &c.,  ready  for  the  move 
immediately. 

L.  GEEGG, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Depot. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  January  20, 1865. 
Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
Information  was  received  here  on  the  16th  instant  by  General  M.  L, 
Smith,  commanding,  which  he- deemed  reliable,  that  on  the  13th  part  of 
the  troops  of  the  rebel  Generals  Lee  and  Howard  [Hardee  or  Hood?] 
were  at  Oxford,  Tenn.,  where  re- enforcements  were  constantly  arriving 
by  rail  from  Grenada.  Troops  were  moving  out  of  Oxford  toward 
Holly  Springs,  where  the  informant  saw  three  regiments  of  rebel  cav- 
alry. Troops  were  also  leaving  Holly  Springs  on  two  roads  leading 
toward  this  place.  Twenty-one  pieces  of  artillery  were  at  Holly 
Springs  with  the  rebel  troops.  A  part  of  Forrest's  force  had  moved 
from  Corinth  to  Moscow.  On  the  13th  Forrest  was  at  Jacinto,  and  was 
said  to  have  had  an  interview  with  Dick  Taylor  at  Grenada  on  the  14th. 
Information  goes  to  show  that  the  rebel  Generals  Archer,  Dick  Taylor, 
Chalmers,  and  Lowry  were  absent  with  the  troops  mentioned.  General 
Smith  had  probably  received  a  dispatch  from  General  Washburii  dated 
on  the  13th,  twenty  miles  below  Eastport,  on  the  Tennessee  River,  direct- 
ing him  to  look  for  an  attack,  in  force,  from  Forrest,  and  at  one  time,  on 
the  14th  and  I5th,  everything  indicated  a  large  concentration  of  rebel 
forces  at  this  point.  General  Smith  had  made  the  best  disposition  of  his 
forces  to  meet  the  attack,  and  with  the  re- enforcements  he  received 
from  the  mouth  of  White  River  he  had  no  fears  of  the  result.  With 
the  exception  of  an  attack  ui»on  one  of  the  scouting  parties  this  morning 
no  demonstrations  have  as  yet  been  made  upon  this  place,  and  from  all 
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the  information  that  General  Smith  can  get  he  is  of  the  opinion  that 
the  rebel  forces  alluded  to  are  moving  by  way  of  Tuscumbia  toward 
General  Sherman's  communications,  and  that  they  number,  when  united 
with  Forrest's  troops,  about  20,000.  As  the  forces  garrisoning  Colum- 
bus and  Paducah  are  very  small.  General  Smith  sends  to-day  1,300 
men  to  those  points.    They  will  arrive  to-morrow  night. 

E.  B.  MARCT, 
Inspector- General  U.  S.  Army. 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquakteks  Saint  Louis  District, 

No.  17.  )  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  30,  1865. 

******* 

2.  Company  D,  Second  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  will  be  at  once 
relieved  at  Farmington  and  ordered  to  Cape  Girardeau,  to  report  to  Col. 
J.  B.  Sogers,  commanding  Second  Sub-District. 

3.  Commanding  oflBcer  Second  Sub-District  will  at  once  relieve  Com- 
pany A,  Fiftieth  Missouri  Volunteers,  at  Charleston,  with  a  company 
of  cavalry,  under  the  command  of  an  efficient  officer. 

*♦«*##* 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Ewing : 

H.  HANNAHS, 
Major  Fiftieth  Missouri   Volunteers  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Oen. 


Pilot  Knob,  January  20,  1865. 
Maj.  H.  Hannahs, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
Sixty  mounted  men  left  Patterson  and  fifty  Centerville  this  morning 
to  unite  near  Van  Buren,  and  will  go  into  Oregon  County,  returning  if 
the  officers  in  cjommand  think  best.  The  Patterson  party  will  go  into 
Ripley  and  Butler  Counties  and  the  Centerville  party  through  Shannon 
County, 

JOHN  L.  BEVEEIDGE, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

St.  Lojjis,  January  20,  1865—11.30  a.  m. 
Colonel  EoGERS, 

Cape  Girardeau: 
Allow  no  military  force  to  go  into  Illinois  for  any  purpose  except 
upon  my  order,  and  under  no  circumstances  allow  any  military  force  to 
go  over  there  to  interfere  in  case  of  Euby  or  Eoby. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major- General. 
(Same  to  commanding  officers  at  Pilot  Knob  and  Salute  Genevieve.) 


Headquarters  District  of  Rolla,  . 

1VT    •    r.  n     TVT    T.  -^''"'''  '^«WM«*'3/  ^0,  1865. 

Ma,].  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis  : 
General:  Permit  me  to  ask  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of 
mounting,  as  soon  as  practicable,  the  Thirteenth  Missouri  Volunteer  Cav- 
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airy.  There  are  about  500  serviceable  horses  in  this  district,  a  number 
entirely  insufficient  for  the  service  required  in  it.  The  daily  guards  for 
the  mails,  escorts  for.trains,  and  other  immediate  special  duties  employs 
all  the  mounted  men  in  the  northern  part  of  the  district,  leaving  the 
entire  southern  counties  open  to  the  enemy's  prowling  bands.  There 
is  sufficient  corn  in  the  southern  counties  to  forage  as  many  troops  as 
it  would  be  necessary  to  send  there,  so  that  but  little  or  any  additional 
forage  would  be  required  at  this  post.  I  hear  there  are  small  bands  of 
guerrillas  prowling  about,  and  the  number  will  probably  increase  and 
thus  endanger  our  trains  unless  active  scouting  can  be  done. 
I  am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  BROWN, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Rolla, 

Rolla,  January  20^  ISd.'i, 
Sergt.  Henry  Guinter, 

Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry: 
Sergeant  :  You  will  proceed  quietly  with  your  detachment  of  ten 
men  to  the  bend  of  the  Gasconade  Eiver,  near  Vienna,  Maries  Comity, 
Mo.,  and  remain  in  that  vicinity  as  much  as  possible  unobserved  by  the 
people,  except  when  necessary  to  ask  for  information,  and,  if  possible, 
destroy  or  capture  a  gang  of  robbers  or  guerrillas  infesting  that  county, 
and  stopping  in  the  bend  above  mentioned,  Tou  will  return  with  your 
detachment  within  six  days  from  this  date,  and  report  your  success  to 
these  headquarters. 

By  order  of  the  general  commanding : 
Very  respectfully, 

[W.  D.  HUBBARD,] 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Dtstrict  op  Central  Missouri, 

Warrensburg,  Mo.,  January  20,  ISGS. 
Wllliam  Muluns,  Esq., 

Henry  County,  Mo. : 

Sir:  It  having  been  represented  to  these  headquarters  that  your 
neighborhood  is  being  subjected  to  raids  by  an  organized  band  of 
thieves  and  marauders,  who  make  their  descent  in  the  night  from 
Kansas  on  your  neighbors,  and  rob,  pillage,  and  murder  them,  and  that 
you  are  peaceable,  quiet,  and  well-behaved  citizens,  and  being  far 
removed  from  any  military  post,  thus  leaving  you  completely  at  the 
handsof  these  brigands  and  outlaws,  you  are  therefore  and  hereby 
authorized  to  organize  the  following-named  citizens  of  that  locality  into 
a  provisional  company  to  protect  your  lives  and  property  against  these 
bands  and  all  similar  ones  under  whatever  name,  profession,  or  color 
they  may  come,  viz:  E.  P.  Blivins,  Jacob  Armstrong,  N.  J.  Dunn, 
George  Hungerford,  M.  J.  Elder,  John  B.  Elber,  Michael  Shatley,  WilUam 
Childress,  Jonah  Fitzgerald,  John  Fitzgerald,  Moses  Gallif,  and  Ab. 
Colson.  Tou  will  have  command  of  this  organization  and  can  establish 
your  rendezvous,  signals,  rallying  points,  and  such  rules  for  your  gov- 
ernment as  may  be  expedient  and  necessary.  You  and  your  company 
are  authorized  to  bear  arms  for  the  purpose  above  set  forth,  and  1  will 
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approve  permits  for  you  to  purchase  arms  and  ammunition.  Impress 
upon  your  organization  the  object  of  this  permission,  and  that  it  must 
not  be  abused  or  carried  beyond  its  authorized  powers.  You  will  make 
frequent  reports  to  these  headquarters  of  your  operations  and  keep  the 
authorities  fully  advised. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  F.  PHILIPS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  District. 


Headqtjakters  District  of  Central  Missouri, 

Warrensburg,  January  20,  1865. 
Col.  Chester  Harding, 

Commanding  Fourth  Sub-District,  Kansas  City,  Mo. : 
Colonel:  Complaint  has  frequently  been  made  to  me  by  good  Union 
men  of  Jackson  County  that  self-constituted  parties  of  men,  claiming 
to  be  loyal,  are  greatly  abusing  and  imposing  on  many  quiet  citizens  of 
that  county.  Among  these  the  following  names  have  been  reported: 
William  Webster,  Jim  Eeed,  Daniel  Quarles.  These  men  probably 
once  belonged  to  the  Enrolled  Militia  and  continue  to  wear  their  uni- 
form, bear  arms,  and  go  out  of  their  own  motion,  under  the  guise  of 
hunting  bushwhackers,  and  interfere  with  and  pillage  unarmed,  well- 
behaved  citizens.  Such  men  are  brigands,  and  not  to  be  tolerated.  I 
prefer  to  have  no  outsiders  in  our  employ.  We  can  do  best  with  men 
organized.  If  these  men  wish  to  play  soldier,  let  them  join  the  army 
and  they  shall  have  ample  scope  and  range  to  show  their  patriotism. 
You  will  stop  their  operations  at  ouee,  and  if  necessary  arrest  them. 
You  will  doubtless  find  your  district  much  annoyed  by  organized  bauds 
of  horse-thieves  hovering  about  the  border.  Deal  with  them  with  vigor 
and  firmness.  Such  outrages  must  be  stopped  to  encourage  immigra- 
tion and  agriculture.  I  intrust  to  your  good  judgment  and  policy  this 
means  of  correcting  these  wrongs. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  F.  PHILIPS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  District. 


Cassville,  Mo.,  January  20, 1865. 
Brigadier-General  Sanborn  : 

Major  Moore  has  retmrned.  Had  good  luck,  and  his  scout  killed 
eleven  rebels  and  captured  some  property  without  any  loss  on  his  part. 
The  train  to  Cassville  will  be  sufaciently  guarded,  but  the  escort  from 
that  place  will  be  sent  on  to  Fayetteville. 

JOHK  H.  MOORE, 
Captain  and  Post  Adjutant. 


Headquarters  District  of  North  Missouri, 

January  20,  1865 — 4.25  p.  m. 
Lieutenant  Clajbke, 

Aide-de-Camp,  Macon,  Mo.: 

I  shall  arrange  for  Colonel  Beveridge  to  command  the  district  in  my 
absence.    Inter  nos. 

CLINTOK  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Special  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  District  of  Korth  Missouri, 

No.  16.  3  Macon,  Mo.,  January  20,  1865. 

Companies  F,  G,  K,  and  L,  of  Third  Cavalry  Missouri  State  Militia, 
will  be  concentrated  at  Macon,  Mo.,  on  or  before  the  25th  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1865,  for  the  purpose  of  being  mustered  out  of  service.    Quarter- 
master's department  will  furnish  transportation. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  B.  Fisk : 

W.  T.  CLARKE, 
First  Lieutenant^  Aide-de-Vamp,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Oen. 


Port  Leavenworth,  January  20,  1865. 
Major  Reynolds, 

Wyandotte : 
Two  pieces  of  artillery  and  one  company  of  cavalry  will  be  in  Wyan- 
dotte at  5  o'clock.    Have  your  troops  in  line  and  fire  a  Federal  salute 
on  the  arrival  of  the  train,  and  one  to-morrow  on  its  departure,  and 
report  by  telegram. 

THOS.  A.  DAVIES, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Fpper  Arkansas, 

Fort  Biley,  Kans.,  January  20, 1865. 
Sergt.  D.  0.  Nettleton, 

Commanding  Indian  Scouts  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  the  14th  instant.  I  inclose  for  your  information  and  guidance  the 
following  extracts  from  report  of  commanding  officer  of  Port  Lyon, 
Colo.  Ter. : 

No  Indians  have  appeared  in  this  immediate  vicinity,  yet  two  hands  have  crossgd 
the  Arkansas  River  near  the  Cimarron  Crossing,  traveling  northward.  One  party 
attacked  a  small  party  of  whites  returning  from  New  Mexico,  wounding  six.  The 
particulars  I  have  not  learned.  Ed.  Gurrier,  who  was  in  the  Cheyenne  camp  at  the 
time  it  was  attacked  by  Colonel  Chivington  on  the  29th  of  November,  has  returned, 
and  reports  the  Indians  have  moved  from  their  camp  on  the  Smoky  Hill,  and  to  have 
made  camp  again  on  Beaver  Creek,  more  to  the  north,  and  about  170  miles  from  this 
post.  They  are  about  the  same  in  number  as  previous  reports  have  stated,  viz,  1,080 
lodges  of  Sioux,  400  lodges  of  Cheyennes,  and  40  Arapahoes.  This  would  give  them 
about  2,500  fighting  men.  The  trails  that  have  crossed  to  the  north  were  leading 
toward  their  camp,  and  must  have  been  made  by  Little  Raven's  band  of  Arapahoes 
or  by  the  Kiowas  and  Comanches.  Black  Kettlo,  Little  Robe,  and  Knock  Knee,  who 
were  reported  killed,  are  at  the  main  camp  alive  and  well.  Captain  Soule  has  just 
returned  from  a  scoutabontflftymiles  to  the  north  and  east.  Revisited  the  camp  on 
Sand  Creek,  -where  Colonel  Chivington  attacked  them.  No  Indians  had  been  there 
since  Colonel  Chivington  left. 

The  colonel  commanding  directs  me  to  state  that  it  is  his  wish  that 
you  should  remain  in  and  around  Fort  Lamed,  scouting  thoroughly  in 
all  directions,  reporting  often  to  these  headquarters. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  TAPPAIs", 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


National  Hotel,  Washington,  D.  C,  January  20,  1865. 

Major- General  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  Kansas : 
Sir  :  As  I  telegraphed  you,  I  came  to  this  place  a  week  ago.    When 
1  arrived  I  found  yours  of  the  17th  lying  here,    I  found  the  Secretary 
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of  War  gone  to  Savannah.  He  has  just  returned.  Our  delegate,  Judge 
Bennett,  and  Mr.  Otis,  of  the  Overland  Stage  Line,  returned  a  few 
days  ago  from  a  visit  to  General  Grant  in  reference  to  our  matters  on  the 
plains.  He  made  some  recommendations,  but  it  is  not  known  what,  upon 
which  the  Secretary  of  War  has  concluded  to  wait  until  he  comes  up, 
which,  it  is  said,  will  be  in  a  few  days.  In  this  state  of  aflfairs  and 
delay  it  is  difficult  to  move.  The  excitement  in  reference  to  Colonel 
Chivington's  attack  upon  the  Indians  near  Fort  Lyon  is  much  in  the 
way  of  doing  anything.  General  Connor  has  made  some  recommenda- 
tions to  the  Department  in  regard  to  the  defense  of  our  line  of  com- 
munication, which  it  is  rumored  will  be  acted  upon  soon.  In  the 
meantime  I  trust  our  people  will  have  been  relieved  of  their  terrible 
isolation  by  the  troops  you  have  sent  forward,  and  that  the  line  of  com- 
munication will  soon  be  open  for  their  relief.  Please  inform  me  by  tel- 
egraph the  situation  and  prospects  upon  receipt  of  this,  and  very 
greatly  oblige  me. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  EVANS, 
Qovernor  of  Colorado  Territory, 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  District  op  Colorado, 

No.  G.  )  Denver,  Colo.  Ter.,  January  20, 1865. 

As  there  seems  to  be  a  collision  between  the  civil  and  military  author- 
ities regarding  the  rights  of  citizens  and  soldiers,  and  as  the  civil  offi- 
cers throughout  the  Territory  seem  efficient  and  capable  of  enforcing 
the  laws  thereof  and  city  ordinances,  the  general  order  issued  by  the 
former  district  commander  establishing  martial  law  is  hereby  amended 
and  modified  as  follows : 

1.  All  officers  and  soldiers  in  this  district  are  amenable  to  the  civil 
laws  of  the  land  and  the  regulations  and  ordinances  by  which  an 
incorporated  city  is  governed.  The  fact  of  being  in  the  military  serv- 
ice is  no  warrant  or  authority  to  trespass  on  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  loyal  citizens  of  the  Government;  but,  on  the  contrary,  military  men 
should  be  models  of  subordination  and  obedience  to  recognized  laws 
and  orders,  and  should  they  by  mistake  or  through  ignorance  violate 
the  rules  laid  down  for  our  guidance  in  the  daily  walks  of  life^  they 
ought  to  be  the  first  to  make  and  show  due  penitence.  All  true  sol- 
diers will. 

2.  When  an  officer  or  soldier  is  arrested  by  the  civil  authority  for 
violation  of  law  and  order  he  is  clearly  entitled  to  a  fair  and  impartial 
trial  before  the  proper  tribunal,  and  the  trial  should  be  [immediate), 
that  the  country  may  not  be  deprived  of  his  services.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  civil  officers  will  be  as  lenient  and  obliging  as  circumstances 
will  permit,  yet  firm  and  equitable  in  their  decisions.  Military  law  at 
best  is  arbitrary,  and  the  colonel  commanding  has  been  induced  to 
make  these  modifications  through  a  desire  to  harmonize  and  blend 
together  the  civil  and  military  powers;  yet  he  does  not  yield  his  right 
to  act  when  in  his  judgment  the  civil  officers  are  defied  by  lawless 
marauders,  or  when  the  interests  of  the  Government  are  at  stake. 

By  order  of  Col.  T.  Moonlight,  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry: 

IRA  1.  TABEE, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Washington  City,  January  21, 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  A.  Eawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff,  City  Point,  Va.  : 
Send  to  General  Halleck  the  reports  of  General  Curtis  and  General 
Connor  on  the  subject  of  requirements  for  protection  of  Overland  Mail 
Route. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Hdqks.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Office  op  thoe  Assistant  Inspector-General, 

New  Orleans,  La,,  January  21,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General  : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  for  the  information  of 
the  major-general  commanding  the  following  report  of  the  Enrolled 
Militia  at  Memphis :  On  the  9th  of  December,  1864,  this  militia  force 
numbered  in  the  aggregate  2,445  men,  of  whom  1,319  were  armed.  On 
the  15th  of  December,  1864,  a  board  of  examiners  was  ordered,  and 
all  former  exemptions  and  excuses  revoked.  This  board  has  already 
added  three  new  regiments  to  the  previous  forces  and  filled  the  old 
ones  nearly  to  the  maximum.  The  organization  now  is  composed  of 
seven  regiments  and  two  battalions  of  infantry  and  two  squadrons  of 
cavalry,  numbering  in  the  aggregate  0,941.  Arrangements  have  been 
made  to  have  them  all  armed  by  the  20th  instant.  The  arms  are  in 
good  condition,  as  in  most  regiments  they  employ  hired  armorers  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  keeping  the  muskets  in  order.  There  is  a  good 
prospect  of  bringing  this  militia  force  up  to  7,000  men.  General  Dana 
has  been  earnest  and  active,  and  in  this  as  in  all  else  connected  with 
affairs  of  his  department  he  has  displayed  great  energy  and  ability. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  WILSON, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Inspector-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  op  West  Mississippi, 

Office  of  the  Assistant  Inspector-General, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  Jamiary  21,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  0.  T.  Christensen, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  major- 
general  commanding  the  condition  of  the  Department  of  Arkansas  as 
reported  by  the  assistant  inspector-general.  In  the  vicinity  of  Little 
Rock  Major  Nelson  states  the  camps  to  be  in  an  excellent  state  of  police 
and  the  men  looking  well,  the  troops  nearly  all  hutted,  and  the  build- 
ing of  the  huts  of  a  superior  character.  The  prisons  are  reported  as 
under  good  management,  clean,  and  convenient.  The  hospitals  are  in 
tolerable  condition.  At  Devall's  Bluff  aflairs  are  generally  in  good 
order,  the  infantry  regiments  doing  well,  drilling,  studying,  &c.  The 
batteries  are  also  improving,  except  Battery  D,  Second  Missouri,  a 
special  report  in  reference  to  which  I  have  made.  The  duties  of  the 
quartermaster,  commissary,  and  provost-marshal  are  reported  as  well 
done.    The  Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps,  are  garrisoning  this 
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post  and  Pine  Bluff,  and  have  been  working  hard  repairing  roads, 
building  fortifications,  &c.  The  average  sick  in  the  division  is  9|  per 
cent.  The  Cavalry  Division  is  divided  into  four  brigades.  Of  the  First 
Brigade  the  inspector  writes  as  follows:  This  brigade  is  under  a  cloud, 
and  requires  the  immediate  attention  of  a  firm,  vigorous,  and  vigilant 
commander  to  bring  it  out  of  the  difficulties  which  envelop  it,  and  save 
the  available  portion  from  becoming  a  positive  injury  to  the  service. 
The  affairs  of  the  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry  are  in  the  utmost  con- 
fusion. Serious  charges  have  been  made  against  every  field  ofBcer  in 
the  regiment  wliose  official  conduct  has  been  under  investigation.  The 
quartermaster  has  been  found  guilty  of  selling  Government  property 
and  appropriating  the  proceeds;  the  company  kitchens  of  several 
squadrons  were  filthy,  the  rations  squandered;  the  men  complained  of 
the  smallness  of  the  ration,  while  officers  were  found  messing  with 
them;  arms  and  equipments  were  in  a  dirty  and  disorderly  condition; 
discipline  bad;  personal  cleanliness,  dirty.  The  following-named  offi- 
cers mess  with  enlisted  men,  in  defiance  of  orders  from  brigade  head- 
quarters to  the  contrary:  Capt.  E.  Brown,  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry; 
Lieut.  N.  E.  Orton,  Lieut.  W.  B.  Sparrow,  Lieut.  W.  B,  Barton,  Lieut. 
T.  L.  Bailey.  The  Seventh  Missouri  Cavalry  is  in  bad  condition  on 
account  of  lack  of  officers ;  with  296  enlisted  men  there  were  but  three 
officers  for  duty.  The  detachments  of  the  Fifth  Kansas  are  in  a  neg- 
lected, inefficient  state.  The  detachment  of  the  First  Indiana  Cavalry 
was  in  very  poor  condition.  The  commanding  officer,  Capt.  James  A. 
Pine,  reports  that  the  men  receive  only  one-quarter  rations  of  rice,  beans, 
or  hominy,  and  that  the  hard  bread  is  wormy.  Captain  Pine  is  reported 
as  inefficient  and  incompetent,  and  the  irregularities  in  the  command 
are  mainly  to  be  charged  to  his  neglect  of  duty.  This  brigade  num- 
bers 1,000  men  present  for  duty,  173  of  whom  are  on  extra  duty.  There 
are  only  396  serviceable  horses.  The  Second  Cavalry  Brigade,  com- 
manded by  General  Bussey,  is  composed  of  consolidated  and  broken 
regiments.  The  First  Missouri  is  without  a  field  officer.  It  needs  a 
thorough  efficient  officer  in  command ;  its  affairs  run  too  loosely  entirely. 
The  Fourth  Arkansas  Cavalry  is  steadily  improving.  The  First  Iowa 
Cavalry  is  without  its  complement  of  officers.  One  company  has  been 
commanded  by  a  private,  there  not  being  even  a  non-commissioned  offi- 
cer present.  The  duties  of  Captain  Jenks,  commanding,  are  very 
laborious.  The  stables  are  poorly  policed.  The  arms  of  the  Third 
Missouri  are  not  in  as  good  condition  as  they  should  be,  and  the  men 
are  dirty.    The  Third  U.  S.  Cavalry  is  in  good  condition. 

The  Third  Cavalry  Brigade  is  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Geiger 
at  Brownsville.  The  Eighth  Missouri  and  Tenth  Illinois  are  reported 
in  fine  condition.  The  Ninth  Iowa  is  reported  in  tolerable  condition 
but  the  men  look  dirty,  and  the  officers  allow  too  much  familiarity  with 
the  enlisted  men.  In  enforcing  discipline  the  smaller  offenses  are  tiied 
by  a  field  officers'  conrt,  but  heavier  crimes  have  gone  unpunished  from 
the  difflcnlty  in  getting  the  offenders  before  a  court-martial.  In  this 
regiment  offenders  have  escaped  punishment  who  were  charged  with 
desertion,  sleeping  on  post,  theft,  and  mutinous  conduct.  Courts  are 
now  being  organized.  The  Eleventh  Missouri  Cavalry  is  reported  in 
tolerable  condition.  They  complain  bitterly  of  their  arms  (the  Merrill 
carbine),  and  state  Merrill's  cartridge-box  to  be  a  nuisance  that  the 
service  should  be  nd  of.  They  are  now  being  armed  with  the  Shams 
carbines.  The  Fourth  Brigade  is  much  scattered.  The  Third  Michi 
gan,  at  Brownsville  Station,  stands  very  well  in  everything  pertaining 
to  Its  general  police,  but  its  discipline  and  steadiness  in  the  field  hardly 
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Stand  as  high  as  it  does  in  other  respects.  The  Ninth  Kansas,  from 
the  want  of  thorough  discipline,  is  in  the  field  more  like  a  band  of 
independent  rangers  than  a  compact  body  of  soldiers.  In  regard  to 
military  bearing,  instruction,  drill,  care  of  horses,  police,  and  personal 
cleanliness  it  is  far  below  the  standard  of  good  soldiers.  The  Third 
Wisconsin  Cavalryis  reported  generally  in  good  condition.  The  Third 
Arkansas  Cavalry  is  on  outpost  duty  at  Lewisburg.  Since  it  has  been 
there,  in  different  skirmishes,  the  regiment  has  killed  about  500  of  the 
enemy.  They  have  suffered  much  from  the  want  of  forage.  The 
records  of  my  ofiQce  will  afford  particulars  in  reference  to  any  regiment 
or  supply  department,  works  of  defense,  &c.,  in  the  Department  of 
Arkansas  except  the  District  of  the  Frontier,  which  is  now  being 
evacuated. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  WILSON, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Inspector- General. 


Hdqks.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Office  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  21,  1865. 
Lieut,  Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Qen.,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi : 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  information  received  at  this  office  this  2Ist  day  of 
January,  1865:  J.  D.  Howell,  a  retiigee,  left  Mobile  December  27, 1864. 
States  that  a  part  of  Forrest's  cavalry  (about  2,200  men),  under  Actg. 
Brig.  Gen.  Eobert  McCuUoch,  with  three  small  pieces  of  artillery 
(6-pouuders),  and  Col.  John  Scott's  command,  from  Clinton,  Miss,  (com- 
posed of  from  1,200  to  1,500  cavalry),  armed  with  Sharps  rifles  and 
navy  revolvers,  and  Colonel  Maury's  regiment  of  cavalry  (numbering 
1,200  men),  composed  of  citizens  of  Mobile  and  vicinity,  armed  with 
miscellaneous  weapons  and  very  inefficient,  are  on  the  Pascagoula  road 
facing  and  watching  General  Granger.  McCulloch's  command,  2,200; 
Scott's  command,  1,350;  Maury's  command,  1,200;  total,  4,750,  The 
horses  of  these  commands  are  in  extremely  bad  condition,  and  the  men 
are  supplied  with  only  about  one-quarter  rations.  Colonel  Fuller  com- 
mands the  artillery  defending  Mobile.  The  most  important  battery  is 
a  naval  battery  called  the  Missouri  Battery,  situatfed  on  the  point  just 
below  the  site  of  the  old  light-house.  This  battery  mounts  nine  guns 
(7-inch)  and  is  commanded  by  Captain  Bennett,  late  of  the  U,  S,  Navy, 
The  rebel  gun-boats  are  the  Nashville,  Huntsville,  Tuscaloosa,  and 
Morgan.  The  Nashville  is  a  powerful  side  wheel  boat,  at  least  equal 
to  the  ram  Tennessee  (captured  last  August);  is  268  feet  long,  75  feet 
beam,  carries  the  best  engines  (two  in  number)  in  the  Confederacy,  and 
runs  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  an  hour.  She  mounts  ten  guns — two  bow 
guns,  throwing  210-pound  shot,  and  eight  7-inch  rifles.  The  missile 
used  is  called  the  "punch-headed  shot."  The  iron  plating. of  the  boat 
is  about  six  inches-thick  from  the  bow  back  to  the  wheel-house,  formed 
of  transverse  bars  six  inches  wide  by  three  inches  thick.  Her  crew 
numbers  250.  The  Tuscaloosa  and  Huntsville,  which  are  floating  bat- 
teries rather  than  gun-boats,  run  only  about  four  miles  an  hour.  They 
mount  four  guns  each.  Torpedoes,  containing  each  100  pounds  of 
powder,  are  planted  across  the  mouth  of  Dog  Eiver,  and  thence  at  an 
angle  of  90  degrees  to  the  middle  channel  of  the  bay,  a  distance  of  one 
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mile  and  a  half.  They  are  also  planted  up  the  Dog  Eiver  to  within 
fifty  yards  of  the  ferry.  Mr.  Howell  (the  informant)  assisted  in  plant- 
ing 200  of  these  torpedoes,  and  is  willing  to  point  out  their  locality. 
There  are  three  blockade-runners  (the  Eed  Gauntlet,Virgiu,  and  Mary), 
armed  with  12  and  18  pounder  howitzers,  in  Mobile  Bay  used  as  picket- 
boats.  The  water  on  the  western  side  of  the  bay  is  becoming  more 
shallow  on  account  of  the  obstructions,  and  there  is  a  greater  depth  of 
water  on  the  eastern  side  from  the  same  cause.  About  the  6th  instant 
Mr.  Howell  saw  thirty  luggers,  of  between  three  and  live  tons  burden, 
in  Louisiana  Marsh,  bound  out.  They  are  loaded  with  flannel,  coffee, 
spirits,  medicines,  &c.  They  visit  Ocean  Springs,  Biloxi,  Shieldstone, 
Pass  Christian,  and  Bay,  &c. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  M.  EATON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi. 


Hdqbs.  Militaky  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  January  31,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi : 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  left  Lakeport  on  the 
16th  instant  on  U.  S.  steamer  Planter.  Arrived  at  Fort  Morgan  on  the 
evening  of  the  17th,  and  successfully  repaired  tlie  telegraph  cable  on 
the  18th  instant,  putting  in  200  feet  of  new  cable.  I  returned  on  the 
U.  S.  tug  Blossom,  inspecting  the  line  in  process  of  construction  to 
Ship  Island.  The  land  portion  is  completed  to  Bayou  Biloxi.  The 
marsh  is  much  softer  than  I  supposed.  Many  of  the  poles  require  cross- 
pieces  spiked  on  at  the  ground  to. prevent  tliem  from  sinking  out  of 
sight.  On  account  of  the  bad  weather,  two  days'  lost  time  by  the  Mex- 
ican Gulf  Railroad  failing  to  furnish  a  train  for  poles  as  agreed,  &c., 
the  progress  of  the  line  has  not  been  as  great  as  I  had  hoped. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  FULLER, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster,  Assistant  Superintendent. 


Headquarters  La  Fourche  District, 

Thibodeaux,  La.,  January  21,  1865. 
Commanding  Oppicer  Donaldsonville: 

General  UUmann  telegraphs  from  Morganza  that  a  large  rebel  force 
is  approaching  Plaquemine  and  the  La  Fourche  country  from  the  Atch- 
afalaya  fords.  You  will  at  once  send  a  party  of  cavalry  toward  Bayou 
Goala  to  watch  the  approaches  from  that  direction.  Keep  a  bright 
lookout;  have  your  fort  in  good  order,  and  hold  your  men  well  in  hand 
ia  case  of  an  attack.  Report  anything  you  may  be  able  to  learn  in 
reference  to  their  numbers,  destination,  or  probable  route,  to  these 
headquarters  without  delay. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Cameron : 

B.  B.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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PlAQUEMINE,  January  21, 1865. 

(Received  5  p.  m.) 
Brigadier-General  .Sherman, 

Commanding  Defenses  : 
Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  20th  is  received.    Nothing  has  occurred, 
and  I  have  the  scouts  out,  &c. 

EICH'D   G.  SHAW, 
Major,  Commanding  Post. 


Headquarters  La  Fourche  District, 

Thibodeaux,  La.,  January  21, 1865. 
Commanding  Officer  Plaquemine  : 

General  Ullmann  telegraphs  from  Morganza  that  a  large  rebel  force 
is  approaching  Plaquemine  from  the  Atchafalaya  fords.  You  will  at 
once  send  out  a  force  of  cavalry  to  watch  these  fords.  Send  out  some 
good,  trusty  men  in  different  directions  as  scouts  to  find  out  something 
of  their  numbers,  destination,  and  by  what  route  they  are  coming. 
Report  anything  you  may  be  able  to  learn  in  reference  to  them  to  these 
headquarters  without  delay.  Hold  your  men  well  in  hand  and  give 
them  a  warm  reception  should  they  attack  you. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Cameron : 

B.  B.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Headquabxers  La  Fourche  District, 

Thibodeaux,  La.,  January  21, 1865. 
Colonel  Satles, 

Commanding,  Napoleonville  : 
A  large  rebel  force  is  reported  as  approaching  the  La  Fourche  coun- 
try from  the  Atchafalaya  fords  above  Plaquemine.  Should  they  pass 
Donaldsonville  and  attempt  an  attack  upon  Napoleonville  you  will  be 
ready  to  receive  them.  This  report  comes  through  General  Ullmann, 
at  Morganza. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Cameron : 

B.  B.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  op  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  21, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  .J.  Reynolds, 

Commanding  Department  of  Arkansas,  Little  Rock,  Ark.  : 

Sir:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  an  infantry  force 
of  3,000  men  be  detached  from  the  Department  of  Arkansas  for  service 
in  the  field.  The  necessary  orders  will  accordingly  be  given  with  the 
least  possible  delay,  and  the  force  sent  to  this  place  to  report  to  the 
major-general  commanding  the  division.  This  force  is  not  intended  to 
include  the  Twenty-thkd  Wisconsin  and  the  Ninety-sixth  Ohio  Regi- 
ments, both  of  which  (or  their  equivalents)  sbould  also  be  sent  to  this 
place  as  early  as  possible. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  CHRISTENSEN, 
LieutenoMt- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 
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Special  Orders,  |         Hdqrs.  Department  of  Arkansas, 

So.  20,  )  Little  Bock,  ArTc.,  January  21.,  1865. 

II.  Capt.  J.  B.  Wheeler,  chief  engineer,  will  furnish  to  Brig.  Gen. 
"E.  A.  Carr  a  sufficient  pontoon  train  for  the  expedition  now  organizing, 
to  report  as  early  as  possible. 

By  command  of  Mai.  Gen.  J.  J.  Eeynolds: 
^  JOHN  LEVEEIKG, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Little  Eock,  January  21.  1865—9.45  a.  m. 
General  A.  Shaler, 

DevalVs  Bluff: 
Please  make  arrangements  for  boats  to  recall  Colonel  Geiger.     Two 
will  be  preferable  to  cross  him,  both  at  Augusta  and  West  Point.     Let 
me  know  what  you  can  do  and  I  will  send  the  orders  to  you. 

J.  E.  WEST, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Little  Eock,  January  21,  i865 — 12.45  p.  m. 
General  Shaler, 

BevalVs  Bluff: 
Please  send  the  Ella  to  Colonel  Geiger  to  carry  out  the  movement 
indicated  in  the  accompanying  dispatch  to  him.    The  boat  will  need  a 
guard.    Be  good  enough  to  let  me  know  when  she  has  started  for 
Augusta. 

J.  E.  WEST, 
Brigadier-  General. 

tlnclosnre.] 

Little  Eock,  January  21, 1865 — 12.45  p.  m. 
Colonel  Geiger, 

Augusta  ; 
(Care  General  A.  Shaler,  DevalPs  Bluff.) 
You  will  return  with  your  command  to  Brownsville  by  easy  marches. 
The  steamer  that  carries  this  dispatch  to  you  will  be  at  your  service 
for  crossing  the  White  and  Little  Eed  Eivers,  meeting  you  at  such 
point  on  the  latter  as  you  may  direct. 

J.  E.  WEST, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

DevalVs  Bluff,  Ark.,  January  21,  1665 — 10.45  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  West, 

Little  Rock: 

The  Ella  has  this  moment  returned  from  Colonel  Geiger  and  brings 
the  accompanying  dispatch*  to  Lieutenant  Martin.  I  can  send  the 
Ella  to  recross  the  cavalry.    She  is  the  only  boat  available. 

ALEX.  SHALEE, 

Brigadier-  General. 

*  Not  found. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Bock,  Ark.,  January  21, 1865—3,45  p.  m. 
Brigadier- General  Clayton, 

Pine  Bluff,  Ark.  : 
You  will  hold  in  readiness  to  move  all  the  force  that  can  be  spared  to 
move  in  your  front  from  Pine  Bluff',  and  cause  it  to  be  reported  to 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  A.  Oarr  on  his  arrival  at  Pine  Bluff,  which  will  be  on  the 
24th  instant.  The  Seventh  Missouri  Cavalry  will  turn  over  all  its 
serviceable  horses  to  the  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry.  The  Seventh 
will  be  held  in  readiness  to  move  to  Little  Beck  for  remount. 

J.  J.  EEYNOLDS, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  January  21,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds: 

Am  I  to  infer  from  your  dispatch  that  I  am  to  turn  over  to  General 
Carr  any  infantry  force?     If  so,  two  regiments  can  be  spared.     My 
effective  cavalry  force  is  but  222,  but  if  required  can  spare  them. 
Eespectfully, 

POWELL  CLAYTON, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Dardanellb,  January  21, 1865 — 12  m. 
Ma-i.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds,  Little  Rock  : 

The  enemy  declines  attacking  and  I  think  has  retraced  his  steps 
southward.  At  4  o'clock  this  a.  m.  sent  Captain  Hamilton  with  sixty 
mounted  men  of  the  Third  Arkansas  Cavalry  to  Ivey's  Ford  to  ascer- 
tain condition  of  transports  and  cover  anyone  of  them  down  if  in  con- 
dition to  run.  Sent  fifty  infantry  twelve  miles  on  same  road  as  support. 
Also  150  infantry  and  one  piece  of  artillery,  under  LieutenaTit-Colonel 
Cooper  to  Chickalah  to  draw  attention  from  Hamilton.  The  infantry 
and  artillery  to  return  to-night.  Hamilton  to  return  on  north  side  of 
river,  if  he  finds  the  enemy  in  force  on  south  side.  River  falling,  with 
three  feet  of  water  on  bar.  Troops  getting  along  well. 
Kespectfally, 

A.  H.  RYAN, 

Colonel. 


Hdqrs.  Frontier  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Fort  Smitli,  Ark.,  January  21,  1865. 
Maj.  John  Levering, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Department  of  Arkansas  : 

Sir:  Upon  receiving  intelligence  that  the  enemy  had  attacked  the 
boats  at  Ivey's  Ford,  forty-seven  miles  below  here,  I  immediately  sent 
two  regiments  of  colored  troops  (they  not  haAang  left)  with  one  piece  of 
artillery,  under  command  of  Col.  J.  M.  Williams,  down  on  the  south 
side  of  the  river,  with  instructions  to  keep  the  river  clear  of  the  enemy, 
I  sent  one  regiment  down  on  the  north  side  with  a  train.  The  three 
regiments  comprise  all  the  colored  troops  there  were  here. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  M.  THAYER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
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Headqxjakters  Indian  Brigade, 
Fort  Gibson,  C.  N.,  January  21, 1865, 

Maj.  Gen.  E.  E.  S.  Canbt, 

Gomdg.  Mil.  Div.  fif  Wes*  Mississippi,  Few  Orleans,  La. : 

General  :  I  request  that  the  Indian  Territory  be  made  a  separate 
geograjjhical  command,  district,  or  department,  for  the  following  rea- 
sons: The  three  Indian  regiments  in  the  Federal  service  as  home 
guards,  for  the  protection  of  the  loyal  element  in  the  Indian  Nation, 
when  the  white  troops  retreated  from  the  Indian  Nation  in  July,  1862, 
were  left  at  Baxter's  SpriHgs,  on  its  northern  border,  except  the  First 
Eegiment,  which  retreated  to  Le  Roy,  Kans.  Under  orders  from 
General  Blunt,  commanding  Department  of  Kansas,  I  marched  the 
Second  and  Third  Regiments  and  section  of  the  First  Kansas  Battery 
with  it  to  Carthage,  Mo.,  in  September,  1862;  and,  with  the  Kansas 
division,  these  regiments  did  efficient  service  in  that  fall  campaign. 
After  the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove  Major-General  Schofleld,  command- 
ing the  army,  detached  the  three  Indian  regiments  (the  First  Regi- 
ment also  having  rejoined)  and  added  to  them  part  of  the  Sixth  Kansas 
and  Hopkins'  battery,  and  made  it  once  more  a  separate  command  in 
the  field,  directing  that  it  be  employed  for  its  original  and  legitimate 
purpose.  Leaving  their  homes  exposed,  the  men  of  these  regiments 
had  cheerfully  partaken  in  the  campaign,  although  out  of  their  own 
country.  January  13, 1863, 1  received  from  Major-General  Curtis,  com- 
manding Department  of  the  Missouii,  the  command  of  the  two  districts  of 
Western  Arkansas  and  of  the  Indian  Nation  (Eighth  and  Ninth),  which 
I  held  until  June  of  said  year,  when  the  districts  of  General  Schofleld 
and  General  Blunt  were  extended  to  the  Arkansas  River,  throwing  my 
command  in  the  Indian  Nation  into  the  District  of  Kansas.  These  dis 
trict  orders,  I  submit,  merely  affected  me  personally  and  did  not  change 
the  separate  character  of  the  Indian  command,  which  never  has  been 
changed.  I  was  directed  by  Major-General  Curtis,  when  department 
commander,  to  carry  out  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior and  Indian  Commissioner  which  were  sent  to  me  from  time  to 
time.  When  the  Indian  Nation  was  attached  to  the  Dei)artment  of 
Arkansas  there  seemed  to  be  some  misunderstanding  as  to  the  pur- 
poses and  character  of  the  command.  When  I  left  Fort  Smith  recently 
I  understood  that  my  command  would  be  again  defined  as  a  separate 
command  in  orders.  I  have  just  received  a  notification  to  forward  all 
court-martial  cases  to  Fort  Smith.  I  make  the  recommendation  believ- 
ing that  it  is  for  the  interests  of  the  Government,  the  benefit  of  the 
loyal  Indians,  and  essential  to  carry  out  the  purposes  for  which  this 
command  was  created.  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  multiply  the 
other  numerous  reasons  which  might  be  alleged  for  the  request  which 
I  desire  to  bring  to  your  attention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 
Colonel  Third  Indian  Regiment,  Gomdg.  Indian  Brigade. 


[January  21,  1865.— For  George  H.  Thomas  to  Dana,  in  regard  to 
operations  of  Hood's  army,  see  Vol.  XLV,  Part  II,  p.  626.] 
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Headquarters  District  of  Natchez, 

Natchez,  Miss.,  January  21,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Cebistensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Miss.,  Sew  Orleans,  La. : 
Sir  :  Consequent  to  my  communication  of  date  the  7tU  instant,  ask- 
ing that  a  regiment  of  cavalry  might  be  sent  to  this  district,  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  the  arrival  from  Memphis  of  the  Second  New  Jersey 
Cavalry,  and  the  departure  for  Memphis  of  the  Fifth  Illinois  Cavalry, 
each  in  compliance  with  orders  from  the  major-general  commanding 
the  Department  of  Mississippi. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Dept.  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  21.  )  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  21,  1865. 

5.  Companies  D  and  E,  Thirty-ninth  Regiment  Missouri  Volunteers, 
will  forthwith  report  for  duty  to  Col.  E.  A.  Kutzuer,  commanding  at 
Glasgow,  in  the  District  of  North  Missouri.  Colonel  Kutzner  is  hereby 
authorized  to  mount  these  companies  from  the  contraband  stock  in  his 
possession,  in  order  that  they  may  be  used  as  cavalry  in  scouting  and 
hunting  down  guerrillas  in  that  neighborhood.  The  quartermaster's 
department  will  furnish  transportation  to  Glasgow. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Dodge: 

J.  W.  BAENES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  21,  1865. 
Maj.  J.  W.  Barnes, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  the  Missouri: 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  instructions  of  the  major- 
general  commanding  of  the  14th  instant  have  been  complied  with.  The 
detachments  at  Caledonia  and  at  Potosi  (except  twenty  men  at  the  lat- 
ter place  which  are  needed  for  escorts  for  supplies  to  Webster)  have 
been  removed  to  Webster,  that  point,  in  my  judgment,  affording  a  better 
cover  to  Potosi  and  the  country  north  than  troops  at  Potosi.  The  gar- 
rison at  Patterson  has  been  strengthened  and  the  post  at  Centerville 
reoccupied  and  temporary  shelters  for  public  animals  ordered  to  be 
built.  Company  D,  Second  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  has  been 
ordered  to  Cape  Girardeau  from  Parmington.  Bloomfield  has  been 
strengthened  by  two  companies  from  Caruthersville,  a  post  now  aban- 
doned. The  Seventh  Kansas  Cavalry  having  been  recently  remounted, 
those  of  that  regiment  lately  guarding  the  bridges  on  the  Iron  Moun- 
tain Eailroad  have  been  relieved  by  dismounted  men  from  the  Seven- 
teenth Illinois  Cavalry  and  ordered  to  rendezvous  at  Pilot  Knob.  I 
would  also  state  that  the  evils  complained  of  in  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Murphy's  inspection  report  would  have  been  promptly  corrected  attlie 
time  had  the  report  from  which  extracts  referred  to  me  from  depart- 
ment headquarters  were  taken  been  submitted  to  me  before  being  sent 
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to  department  headquarters.  Inclosed  you  will  find  an  official  copy  of 
a  letter*  from  Col,  J.  L.  Beveridge,  commanding  Third  Sub- District,  m 
relation  to  the  matter,  and  your  attention  is  respectfully  invited  to  his 
statements. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  General. 
ByH.  HANNAHS, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Cape  Girardeau,  January  21,  1865. 
Maj.  H.  Hannahs, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General  : 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  two  of  the  companies  that  were 
stationed  at  Caruthersville  have  arrived  at  Bloomfleld  to  garrison  that 
post. 

J.  B.  ROGERS, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  21, 18G5. 
Colonel  Rogers, 

Gape  Girardeau : 
Company  D,  Second  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  has  been  ordered 
from  Farmington  to  report  to  you.    With  the  two  companies  from 
Caruthersville,  what  will  be  the  strength  at  Bloomfield  ?    How  many 
infantry  and  how  many  cavalry? 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Ewing : 

H.  HANlJfAHS, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Central  Missouri, 

Warrenshurg,  Mo.,  January  21,  1805. 
Maj.  J.  W.  Barnes, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Dept.  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Major  :  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  I  observe  among  the  proceedings 
of  the  State  legislature  that  the  representative  from  this  county 
(Houts)  has  moved  that  the  legislature  request  the  major-general  com- 
mandingthe  departmentto  order  the  commanding  officer  of  the  District 
of  Central  Missouri  in  future  to  permit  loyal  men  of  Johnson  County 
to  hold  demonstrations  whenever  they  think  proper,  and  further 
requesting  him  to  dismiss  from  the  service  any  officer  who  may  here- 
after prevent  the  loyal  men  from  holding  meetings  to  celebrate  the  late 
ordinance  of  emancipation.  To  prevent  misapprehension ,  and  to  advise 
the  major-general  commanding  of  the  cause  of  this  proceeding,  I  sub- 
mit the  following  facts:  On  the  evening  of  the  13th  instant  the  town  of 
Warrensburg  was  illuminated  and  quite  a  gathering  was  had  on  the 
streets.  The  colored  people  were  brought  out,  and  one  McGinnis, 
keeper  of  a  restaurant,  drugs,  &c.,  had  begun  to  address  them.    The 

*  Not  found. 
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crowd  grew  quite  noisy,  and  a  number  of  soldiers  who  had  left  camp 
began  to  discharge  revolvers  near  by.  Myself  and  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  post  (Lieutenant-Colonel  Crittenden)  were  both  absent 
from  the  post  that  night,  and  unapprised,  as  were  other  commanding 
officers,  of  any  intention  on  the  part  of  citizens  to  celebrate  the  eman- 
cipation ordinance.  The  provost-marshal,  unaware  that  any  one  was 
speaking,  on  hearing  the  unusual  uproar  on  the  street  and  the  discharg- 
ing of  arms,  sent  word  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  provost  guard 
to  snpi)ress  the  disorder.  This  officer,  attracted  by  the  noise,  was  per- 
haps already  repairing  to  the  spot,  and  quickly  dispersed  the  soldiers 
and  crowd.  There  was  no  disposition  wliatever  to  interfere  with  the 
right  of  peaceable  assembly  or  the  right  of  speech,  the  measure  sought 
to  be  celebrated  having  the  full  sympathy  of  the  officers  who  dispersed 
this  mixed  crowd,  the  sole  object  being  to  preserve  the  peace  and  good 
order  of  the  town.  On  hearing  of  the  disturbance  on  my  return  to 
headquarters  next  day  I  made  inquiry  into  the  cause,  and  found  nothing 
to  condemn  in  their  conduct  under  the  circumstances.  Had  the  officer 
known  that  a  speech  of  the  character  alluded  to  was  beihg  delivered  it 
was  his  duty  to  have  suppressed  the  disturbance  and  enabled  the 
speaker  to  proceed.  No  order  is  required  on  me  to  secure  loyal  citizens 
in  the  right  of  lawful  assembly  and  free  speech.  I  pledge  them  the 
force  of  arms  at  my  command  for  their  protection  when  required  when- 
ever they  may  desire  to  celebrate  the  ordinance  of  emancipation,  or 
any  other  cause  in  the  interest  of  loyalty,  and  if  complaint  is  made 
against  any  soldier  or  officer  in  this  command  for  interference  with  such 
meetings  the  matter  shall  be  promptly  investigated  and  the  offender 
duly  punished. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  F.  PHILIPS, 
Colonel  Seventh  Cavalry  Missouri  State  Militia,  Comdg.  District, 


Headquaeteks  Distkict  of  Southwest  Missouri, 

Springfield,  Mo.,  January  21, 1865. 
Lewis  Wills,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  Homestead  Agricultural  Guards,  Neosho : 
Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  11th  instant  came  duly  to  hand  ana 
the  contents  are  noted.  The  plan  proposed  by  the  patriotic  citizens  in 
your  vicinity  to  protect  their  persons  and  property  more  fully  from 
guerrillas  and  robbers  meets  my  hearty  approval.  United  and  deter- 
mined effort  on  the  part  of  the  people  now  residing  in  Newton  County 
to  protect  themselves  and  maintain  law  and  order  cannot  fail  to  secure 
protection  to  all,  and  will  soon  induce  that  feeling  of  security  which  is 
essential  to  prosperity  and  progress.  All  citizens  able  to  bear  arms  in 
that  section  should  organize  into  one  or  more  military  companies,  under 
General  Orders,  No.  107,  series  1864,  department  headquarters.  I  will 
cheerfully  lend  every  assistance  in  my  power  to  procure  arms  and 
ammunition  for  the  men,  and  will  have  the  company  so  organized 
called  into  active  service  for  a  short  time  before  warm  weather,  that  all 
marauding  bands  may  be  driven  out  by  that  time.  Any  man  in  that 
section  able  to  do  military  duty  who  refuses  to  attach  himself  to  such 
an  organization  should  be  sent  beyond  the  limits  of  the  district  without 
delay.  There  will  probably  be  far  less  trouble  from  guerrillas  the 
ensuing  year  than  there  has  been  the  past,  and  what  is  required  to  keep 
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the  country  quiet  now  and  have  every  citizen  fully  protected  is  to  have 
all  work  in  concert  and  harmony  to  the  same  end,  viz,  the  suppres 
sion  of  all  disorder  and  speedy  punishment  of  every  evil  doer  and  evil 
deed.  It  is  encouraging  to  know  that  as  the  great  work  in  which  we 
have  all  been  engaged  is  about  to  be  accomplished  there  is  no  weari- 
ness or  faintheartedness  on  the  part  of  those  who  have  suffered  and 
endured  the  most.  Troops  will  be  kept  in  that  section  while  I  retain 
command  of  the  district. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN   IJ.  SANBOKN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Saint  Louis,  January  21, 1863. 
His  Excellency  Thomas  C.  Fletcher, 

Gorcrnor  of  Misfsoiiri : 
Bear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  I'ecommend  that  in  the  event  of  the 
passage  of  the  militia  bill  now  before  the  house  the  First  Division  be 
divided  into  districts,  as  follows:  First  District  to  include  the  counties 
of  Atchison,  Nodaway,  Worth,  Harrison,  Daviess,  Gentry,  Andrew, 
Holt,  Buchanan,  De  Kalb,  Caldwell,  Platte,  Clay,  and  Bay.  Second 
District  to  include  the  counties  of  Carroll,  Livingston,  Grundy,  Mercer, 
Putnam,  Sullivan,  Linn,  Chariton,  Howard,  Kaudolph,  Macon,  and 
Adair.  Third  District  to  include  the  counties  of  Schuyler,  Scotland, 
Clark,  Knox,  Lewis,  Shelby,  Marion,  Monroe,  and  Balls.  Fourth  Dis- 
trict to  include  the  counties  of  Pike,  Audrain,  Boone,  Callaway,  Mont- 
gomery, Lincoln,  Warren,  and  Saint  Charles.  I  have  tlie  honor  to 
recommend  that  you  appoint  Col.  A.  F.  Denny  as  brigadier-general  of 
Missouri  Militia  for  the  Second  District;  Hay  ward  for  the  Third  Dis- 
trict, and  Col.  D.  P.  Dyer  for  the  Fourth  District.  The  unfortunate 
diflerence  existing  among  the  loyalists  of  the  First  District  will  render 
it  difiScult  for  you  to  select  any  one  for  the  position  of  brigadier-general 
who  will  at  first  give  general  satisfaction.  Of  all  who  have  been 
named  in  connection  with  the  appointment  I  believe  Col.  W.  B.  Penick 
to  be  the  best  man.  Your  Excellency  is  fully  aware  that  his  appoint- 
ment would  be  very  unsatisfactory  to  some  most  excellent  Unionists  in 
Saint  Joseph.  If  Col.  B.  C.  Bradshaw,  of  the  Forty-fourth  Missouri 
Volunteers,  should  recover  from  the  serious  wounds  with  which  he  is 
now  suffering,  and  his  services  could  be  obtained,  his  appointment 
would  doubtless  be  acceptable  to  all  parties.  I  have  no  doubt  of  my 
ability  to  produce  harmony  among  our  friends  with  the  appointment  of 
either  of  the  valued  officers  named  for  the  First  District. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

„  .     ,,  CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brig.  Gen.,  U.  S.  Vols.,  Gomdg.  District  of  North  Missouri. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  21.  1865. 
Maj.  J.  W.  Barnes, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  I)ept.  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.: 
MAJOR:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  Companies  D  and  E,  Thirtv- 
ninth  Missouri  Volunteers,  be  ordered  to  Glasgow,  District  of  North 
Missouri,  where  they  can  now  be  mounted  on  contraband  stock  and  be 
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used  to  great  advantage  in  hunting  down  the  guerrillas.  I  also  recom- 
mend that  Adjutant  Tripler,  of  the  same  regiment,  be  ordered  to  report 
to  Colonel  Kutzner,  .at  Glasgow. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Hdqrs.  Eighth  Mil.  Dist.,  Enrolled  Missouri  Mil., 

Columbia,  Mo.,  January  21,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  C.  B.  Fisk: 

General  :  You  -will  in  a  few  days  receive  petitions  by  the  bushel 
asking  you  to  relieve  citizens  of  Boone  County  from  going  to  that 
blessed  country  where  Jeft'.  Davis  reigns  supreme.  Tbey  will  claim  to 
be  the  best  Union  men  in  the  whole  country.  Be  firm,  and  do  not  per- 
mit your  sympathies  to  do  away  with  your  judgment.  These  men,  or  at 
least  many  of  them,  are  men  of  means  and  influence,  hence  the  necessity 
of  making  examples  of  them.  Every  one  of  them  are,  and  have  been, 
rebels  of  the  worst  sort;  have  done  us  great  harm.  I  would  like  to 
have  an  order  banishing  John  W.  Corliss,  jr.  He  lives  in  Columbia. 
Left  here  last  summer  during  our  troubles  and  went  to  Canada.  I 
offered  him  a  gun  to  defend  his  house,  and  he  refused  and  told  me 
plainly  he  would  not  help  defend  the  town. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  DOUGLASS, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters, 
Fort  Bascom,  N.  Mex.,  January  21, 1865. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  Department  of  New  Mexico,  Santa  Fe,  N.  Mex. : 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  for  the  information  of  the  general 
commanding  that  the  Comanche  chief  Sheer-keena-kwaugh  made  his 
appearance  here  under  a  flag  of  truce  for  the  purpose  of  making  over- 
tures for  peace.  This  Indiau  is  the  same  who  the  general  command- 
ing saw  at  this  place  in  May  last,  and  who,  by  the  death  of  some  other 
chief,  has  now  become  the  principal  chief  of  the  whole  of  the  Comanche 
Nation.  He  is  actually  desirous  to  live  in  good  faith  with  us,  and  from 
what  I  have  seen  of  him  during  my  stay  here  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
his  desire  sincere.  According  to  instructions  he  was  kindly  treated, 
and  taught  that  the  general  commanding  the  Territory  could  only 
decide  the  question  of  peace;  that  his  desiie  would  be  laid  before  the 
general,  and  that  he  had  to  wait  here  until  the  conditions  under  which 
peace  would  be  granted  could  be  learned.  He  however  objected  to 
remaining  here,  stating  that  he  had  to  see  all  of  his  subordinates  (who 
lived  at  present  scattered  and  were  with  their  people  a  great  distance 
from  here)  before  he  could  do  anything  conclusive,  but  that  he  would 
return  and  bring  them  here  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  moon,  next 
month,  and  that  he  would  compel  them  to  submit  to  whatever  con- 
ditions there  should  be  stipulated  by  the  general  commanding.  He 
furthermore  promised  to  me  (voluntarily)  that  he  would  not  allow,  as 
far  as  in  his  power,  any  traveler  on  the  roads  to  the  States  to  be 
molested,  and  that  he  would  give  me  information  without  delay  should 
the  Kiowas  and  Apaches,  whom  he  mistrusts,  contemplate  a  rapacious 
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excursion  toward  this  quarter;  and  although  I  am  confident  that  he 
will  do  so,  for  he  has  proved  himself  to  be  true  on  another  occasion,  I 
will  this  time  not  place  too  much  confidence  in  his  assurance.  In 
regard  to  other  affairs  at  the  post,  1  am  sorry  to  say  that  during  the 
past  week  we  have  made  little  or  no  progress  in  the  erection  of  build- 
ings. It  is  impossible  to  do  anything  as  long  as  the  weather  remains 
in  its  present  state.  The  animals  here  were  gradually  improving,  but 
another  severe  snow-storm  set  in  last  night  and  the  ground  is  covered 
with  snow  to  the  depth  of  several  inches.  This  does  not  only  prevent 
my  cutting  grass  in  the  prairie,  but  it  will  be  the  ruin  of  a  great  many 
animals. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  BERGMAITN, 

Captain,  First  Cavalry  New  Mexico  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


[Janttaby  22, 1865.— For  Special  Orders,  No.  16,  paragraph  2,  head- 
quarters Armies  of  the  United  States,  directing  Maj.  Gen.  Lew.  Wal- 
lace to  visit  the  Kio  Grande  and  Western  Texas  on  a  tour  of  inspection, 
see  Vol.  XLVI,  Part  II,  p.  201.J 


Headquarters  Department  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Rock,  ArTc.,  January  22,  1865. 

(Keceived  February  2.) 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

New  Orleans,  La. : 
The  force  of  infantry,  artillery,  and  cavalry  to  threaten  Camden  and 
co-operate  with  General  Dana  left  here  at  10  a.  m.  to-day.  Will  be 
joined  at  Pine  Bluff  by  two  regiments  of  infantry  and  some  cavalry, 
and  will  carry  out  our  part  of  the  programme  as  laid  down  in  orders 
from  division  headquarters.  Dana's  force  is  to  disembark  at  Gaines' 
Landing  on  27th.  The  whole  co-operating  force,  under  command  of  Brig. 
Gen.  E.  A.  Carr,  will  number  about  4,000.  It  is  hoped  this  movement 
will  also  have  the  effect  of  causing  the  rebels  to  withdraw  from  Dar- 
danelle,  and  in  case  of  another  rise  in  the  river  enable  us  to  throw 
more  supplies  into  Fort  Smith.  One  boat  of  the  ♦^^hree  that  arrived 
safely  at  Fort  Smith  was  destroyed  by  the  enemy  while  returning. 
Fate  of  the  other  two  still  uncertain.  The  river  's  not  navigable  above 
Lewisburg.  Advices  from  Dardanelle  are  to  noon  of  the  21st.  Attack 
from  enemy  had  not  been  renewed.  Garrison  was  ready  for  them,  but 
too  weak  to  advance  against  them. 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 

Major-General. 

Headquarters  Post  op  Little  Rock, 

Little  Bock,  Ark.,  January  22,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  R.  West, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division: 

General:  I  have  been  informed  that  a  portion  of  the  cavalry 
picket  on  the  Benton  road,  some  five  miles  out,  has  been  captured. 
The  Thirty-sixth  Iowa  Infantry  is  camped  some  four  miles  out  on  that 
road,  and  is  in  readiness  to  do  what  it  can.    1  have  communicated 
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these  facts  to  Major-General  Eeynolds,  and  at  his  suggestion  I  have 
the  lionor  to  request  that  you  will  send  a  squadrou  of  cavalry  to  report 
to  Major  Hamilton,  commanding  the  Thirty-sixth  Iowa  Infantry,  to 
enable  him  to  advise  us  if  anything  occurs  through  the  night.  Please 
advise  us  of  your  action  in  the  premises. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  SALOMON, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Little  Rock,  January  22. 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  Powell  Clayton, 

Commanding : 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  turn 
over  to  General  Carr  both  infantry  and  cavalry  named  in  your  dis- 
patch of  yesterday. 

S.  C.  FAREINGTON, 
Major  and  Acting  Aide-de-Camp. 


Daedanelle,  January  22, 1865—3  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Eeynolds, 

Little  Bock: 
General:  Captain  Hamilton  has  returned  from  scout  to  Ivey's 
Ford.  Reports  the  steamer  Chippewa's  upper  works  destroyed;  hull 
aiiu  machinery  in  pretty  good  condition.  Steamers  Ad.  Hines  and 
Lotus  expected  here  to  night;  Annie  Jacobs  aground  on  Ivey's  Ford. 
Colonel  Williams'  brigade  of  colored  troops  will  reach  here  tomorrow. 
The  enemy  have  all  gone  south.  Will  send  the  section  of  Fifth  Ohio 
Battery  down  with  Colonel  Williams'  brigade.  Do  you  wish  this  place 
held  after  Colonel  Williams'  troops  have  passed? 
Respectfully, 

A.  H.  RYAN, 

Colonel. 


Headquarters, 
ClarTcsville,  Arlc.,  January  22,  1865 — 11,50  a.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Eeynolds, 

Little  Rock,  Ark. : 

Sir:  The  steamers  Ad.  Hines  and  Lotus  will  leave  here  to-day  for 
Little  Eock.  The  Chippewa  was  captured  and  burned,  and  the  Annie 
Jacobs  is  eighteen  miles  above  here  on  this  shore  with  machinery  dam- 
aged, but  being  repaired.  She  is  guarded  with  part  of  ray  force.  Tlie 
rebels  attacked  the  boats  with  artillery  and  a  force  said  to  be  1,500 
strong.  The  Jacobs  received  eighteen  shell  and  solid  shot  through  her, 
but  was  saved  by  the  coolness  and  daring  of  Col.  T.  M.  Bowen,  Thir- 
teenth Kansas  Volunteers,  who  was  on  the  hurricane  deck  during  the 
whole  engagement,  directing  the  pilot.  He  was  on  leave  of  absence, 
but  assumed  command  when  the  enemy  approached. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  JUDSON, 

Col.  Sixth  Kansas  Cav.,  Comdg.  3d  Brig.,  1st  Div.,  7th  Army  Corps. 
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Cape  Girardeau,  January  22, 1865. 
Maj.  H.  Hannahs, 

Acting  Asuistant  Adjutant-General: 
There  are  two  companies    of  cavalry  at  New  Madrid  and   one  of 
infantry.    I  need  one  of  the  cavalry  companies.     I  think  one  would 
be  suflaJcient  there.    Can  I  order  one  up  here? 

J.  B.  EOGEES, 
Colonel^  Commanding. 

Headquarters  Department  of  New  Mexico, 

Santa  Fe,  N.  Mex.,  January  22, 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  Marcellus  M.  Crocker,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

Commanding  at  Fort  Sumner,  N.  Mex.  : 
General:  I  desire  that  you  send  to  me  five  or  six  good  reliable 
Navajoes,  and  with  them  Jesus,  the  interpreter.  I  wish  to  send  them 
into  the  Navajo  country  to  tell  the  remainder  of  the  tribe  to  come  in. 
The  Mexicans  and  Utes  wish  to  make  a  camjiaign  against  those  who 
have  not  come  in,  in  order  to  get  captives  and  stock.  Tell  the  chiefs 
this,  and  that  I  wish  to  get  them  in  not  only  to  avoid  such  a  calamity, 
but  so  that  they  can  help  plant  at  the  Bosque. 
I  am,  general,  respectfully, 

JAMES  H.  CAELETON, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Iowa, 

Dubuque,  January  22, 1865. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Department  of  the  Northwest: 
Sir:  An  oflQcial  communication  has  been  received  from  Colonel 
Dimon,  First  U.  S.  Volunteers,  commanding  at  Fort  Eice,  dated  Decem- 
ber 19,  About  300  lodges  of  the  North  Yanktonnais  heretofoie  hos- 
tile, but  now  friendly,  under  Two  Bears,  Black  Catfish,  and  Black  Bye, 
are  still  encamped  near  the  fort  at  the  mouth  of  Beaver  Creek.  The 
colonel  ordered  them  across  the  river  from  his  post  that  he  might  dis- 
tinguish the  friendly  from  the  unfriendly  Indians.  This  was  done  after 
the  killing  and  wounding  of  three  of  his  men,  which  I  reported.  The 
soldier  I  reported  missing  has  been  found  dead.  A  party  of  Uncpapas 
were  guilty  of  the  attack,  and  not  Santees,  as  I  reported.  They  are 
encamped  on  the  headwaters  of  the  Heart  Eiver  and  refuse  to  give  up 
the  murderers.  A  party  of  miners  from  Idaho  reached  Sioux  City  a 
few  days  ago.  They  came  by  the  way  of  Fort  Berthold,  where  Big 
Head's  brother,  a  Yanktonnais,  escorted  them  to  Fort  Eice.  Near  the 
Painted  Woods  they  came  on  a  camp  of  Santees  who  treated  them  well 
for  Minnesota  Indians.  They  stole  their  rations  and  one  gun,  but  did 
not  kill  them,  which  is  a  remarkable  instance  of  foibearance  on  their 
part.  I  hope  the  authorities  at  Washington  will  take  some  action  in 
regard  to  these  Indians,  for  I  think  there  will  be  no  trouble  in  making 
a  permanent  peace  with  tliem.  But  do  what  they  will,  there  will  always 
be  some  little  trouble  in  that  country  so  long  as  there  is  an  Indian  and 
a  white  man  in  it  and  the  line  of  the  British  Possessions  is  so  near  to 
it.  However,  a  few  military  posts  Judiciously  situated  will  put  an  end 
to  that. 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALF.  SULLY, 

Brigadier-General. 
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Headquarters  La  Pourche  District, 

Thibodeaux,  La.,  January  23, 1865. 
Oapt.  Frederic  Speed, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Defenses  of  New  Orleans: 
The  couriers  (eleven  in  number)  coming  down  from  Plaquemine  were 
attacked  to-day.  Colonel  Fiske  reports  that  three  of  them  have  come 
in.  Their  horses  were  so  poor  that  the  remainder  were  probably  cap- 
tured. I  have  ordered. the  system  of  couriers  suspended  by  telegraph. 
Meanwhile  the  tri-monthly  report  from  Plaquemine  for  the  ten  days 
ending  January  20  has  not  yet  been  received.  If  you  require  it,  I  will 
make  my  report  from  the  last  previous  tri-monthly.  If  so,  shall  I  drop 
the  Ninety-ninth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry  %  I  have  had  no  official  notice 
of  their  departure. 

R.  A.  CAMERON, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  District. 


Memorandum  of  additional  guns  required  m  accordance  with  proposed 
modifications  for  the  places  named. 

Office  of  Chief  Engineer, 
Military  Division  op  West  Mississippi, 

Neic  Orleans,  January  23,  1865. 
Major-General  Commanding  : 

Fort  Grant,  Vicksburg,  as  modified,  four  rifled  siege  guns,  twenty 
8-inch  siege  howitzers,  three  siege  mortars.  Fort  McPherson,  Natchez, 
four  S-inch  siege  howitzers,  one  10-inch  siege  mortar,  three  Coehorn 
mortars.  Morganza,  six  heavy  field  howitzers.  Port  Hudson,  oneS-inch 
siege  mortar,  three  Coehorn  mortars.  Baton  Rouge,  none  required. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

M.  D.  McALESTER, 
Captain  of  Engineers  and  Chief  Engineer. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New   Orleans,  La.,  January  23, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  A.  Hurlbut, 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  Gulf,  New  Orleans,  La. : 
Sir  :  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  request 
that  you  will  cause  a  salute  of  100  guns  to  be  fired  from  the  levee  at 
noon  to-morrow,  the  24th  instaut,  in  honor  of  the  fall  of  Fort  Fisher, 
N.  C,  and  the  sublime  heroism  displayed  by  the  army  and  navy  in  the 
capture  of  that  key  to  the  city  of  Wilmington,  N.  C,  heretofore  notori- 
ous as  a  blockade-running  port  of  inestimable  value  to  the  rebels. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  CHRISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Department  op  the  Gulf, 

No.  23.  ]  New  Orleans,  January  23,  1865. 

1.  Capt.  Daniel  Webster,  First  Wisconsin  Battery  Light  Artillery,  is 

announced  as  acting  chief  of  artillery  at  these  headquarters,  and  will  be 

obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

*  #  *  #  #  *  « 

By  command  of  Maior-General  Hurlbut: 

C.  S.  SARGENT, 
First  Lieut.,  Second  Louisiana  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


616  LOUISIANA   AND    THE   TRANS-MISSISSIPPI.  [Chap.  LX. 

Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  23,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  Steblb, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Forces,  Kennerville,  La.  : 
SiE:  The  major-geueral  commanding  directs  that  the  Eighty -third 
Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers,  when  it  arrives  from  Natchez,  will  be 
instructed  not  to  disembark  at  Kenner,  but  to  proceed  to  New  Orleans 
and  land  at  some  point  near  the  depot  of  tlie  Lake  Pontchartrain  Rail- 
road, this  office  to  be  notified  by  telegraph  of  its  arrival  at  Kenner. 
Transportation  by  rail  from  New  Orleans  to  Lakeport,  and  thence  by 
steamer  to  East  Pascagoula,  will  be  held  in  readiness.  On  the  arrival 
at  the  latter  place  the  commanding  oflBcer  will  without  disembarking 
his  troops  report  for  further  orders  to  Brig.  Gen.  C.  G.  Andrews,  com- 
manding Third  Brigade,  Reserve  Corps,  or  to  Maj.  Gen.  Gordon  Granger, 
commanding  District  of  West  Florida  and  South  Alabama. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  CHRISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Wew  Orleans,  La.,  January  23,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  Steele, 

Kennerville,  La. : 
The  commanding  general  desires  that  the  troops  of  the  Third  Brigade 
be  at  once  held  in  readiness  to  embark  as  soon  as  transportation  can 
be  furnished.  One  thousand  will  go  by  the  sound  to  Pensacola,  the 
balance,  including  the  Eighty-third  Ohio,  to  arrive  from  Natchez,  will 
be  sent,  via  Lakeport,  to  East  Pascagoula,  where  they  will  receive  orders 
from  General  Granger.  Please  instruct  General  Andrews  to  report  to 
these  headquarters  as  early  as  possible. 

C.  T.  CHRISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Neiv  Orleans,  La.,  January  23,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  0.  C.  Andrews, 

Comdg.  Third  Brigade,  Reserve  Corps,  Kennerville,  La. : 
Sir:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  proceed  with 
the  Thirty -fourth  Iowa  and  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Ohio  Volun- 
teers to  Lakeport  (selecting  such  route  as  will  not  necessitate  their 
passing  through  the  city)  and  embark  at  that  place  on  the  transporta- 
tion which  is  now  held  in  readiness.  You  will  then  proceed  to  East 
Pascagoula,  and  without  disembarking  the  troops  report  for  orders  to 
Major-General  Granger,  commanding  District  of  West  Florida  and 
South  Alabama.  The  Sixty-ninth  Indiana  and  Ninety-seveuth  Illinois 
now  in  that  district,  will  join  you  as  soon  as  practicable.  The  Ein-hty- 
third  Ohio  has  been  ordered  down  from  Natchez  and  will  be  sent  to 
you  without  delay.  The  Twenty-fourth  Indiana  has  been  ordered  to 
Pensacola,  Fla. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  CHRISTENSEN, 
lAeutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
(Copy  to  Generals  Hurlbut,  Granger,  and  Steele.) 
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Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Office  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  23, 1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi: 
Colonel:  1  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  informa- 
tion received  at  this  office  this  23d  day  of  January,  1865:  William 
Ross,  a  deserter  from  the  Second  Alabama  Battalion,  left  Mobile  Jan- 
uary 14,  1865;  states  that  there  was  at  that  time  much  talk  of  evacu- 
ating the  city.  Scott's  command  left  on  the  12th  instant  for  Tupelo 
and  it  was  expected  that  McCulloch's  cavalry  would  shortly  follow  it. 
McCuUoch's  command  is  from  Forrest's  cavalry,  and  is  composed  of  the 
Second  Missouri,  numbering  about  260;  the  Second  Mississippi,  num- 
bering about  200;  the  Eighteenth  Mississippi,  numbering  about  200; 
total,  660.  The  troops  left  in  Mobile  were  the  First  Louisiana  Heavy 
Artillery,  numbering  about  250;  Twenty-second  Louisiana  Heavy 
Artillery,  numbering  about  150;  Winston's  battery  (five  12-pounders.), 
60;  Buchanan  battery,  or  Missouri  Battery  (a  naval  battery  maTined 
by  sailors  from  the  gun-boat  Gaines,  which  was  beached  last  summer), 
100 ;  total  560.  All  other  troops  are  home  guards  and  militia,  number- 
ing about  2,500  men,  armed  with  Enfield  rifles  and  muskets.  About 
twelve  miles  from  Mobile,  at  Hall's  Mills,  on  the  Pascagoula  road,  is 
Colonel  Maury's  regiment  (Fifteenth  Eegiment  Confederate  troops), 
numbering  1,200.  General  Thomas'  command  is  on  the  Pascagoula 
road,  facing  General  Granger.  General  Thomas' command  consists  of 
Colonel  Eice's  brigade  (three  regiments)  State  Reserves,  1,200;  brigade 
(two  regiments)  State  Reserves,  1,500;  total  State  Reserves,  2,700. 
These  troops  are  pretty  well  armed,  well  clothed  with  a  late  im]>orta- 
tion  of  gray  suits  from  England.  The  gun-boat  Nashville  is  plated  only 
on  the  side  fronting  the  bay,  and  is  pierced  for  six  guns  (two  bow,  two 
stern,  and  two  side  guns).  The  Morgan  has  seven  guns  (7-inch).  Bat- 
tery Buchanan  is  nearest  the  city,  and  mounts  nine  guns,  including  the 
"great  gun."  Opposite  Battery  Buchanan,  700  yards  distant,  in  the 
bay  is  Battery  Gladden,  numbering  100  men  and  mounting  seven  7-inch 
guns.  Nearly  opposite  this,  and  1,200  yardsdistant,  is  Battery  Mcintosh, 
numbering  150  men  and  mounting  eight  guns — four  10-inch  and  four 
7-inch  smooth-bores.  The  Nashville  is  in  the  channel,  about  one  mile 
below  Battery  Gladden.  H.  G.  Montague,  a  deserter  from  the  Fifteenth 
Confederate  Cavalry,  states  that  he  has  been  on  duty  at  headquarters 
post  of  Mobile  as  permanent  courier  for  the  general  commanding.  He 
left  Mobile  December  12  with  dispatches  to  Biloxi,  &c.  He  states  that 
with  Colonel  Maury's  regiment,  which  is  1,200  strong,  is  Tobin's  battery 
of  flying  artillery,  numbering  150  men  and  twelve  guns  (six  howitzers 
and  six  12-pounder  rifles).  This  is  supposed  to  be  the  most  efficient  light 
battery  in  the  vicinity  of  Mobile.  There  are  about  150  Pelham  cadets 
and  200  Tuscaloosa  cadets  (all  boys  about  sixteen  years  of  age)  in 
Mobile.  The  commanding  oflQcers  and  others  had  sent  their  families 
away  Irom  Mobile.  Military  men  proposed  to  burn  the  city  in  case  it 
was  evacuated.  The  large  gun  in  Battery  Buchanan  is  supposed  to  be 
the  largest  gun  in  the  Confederacy.  Below  Battery  Buchanan,  on  the 
Shell  road,  are  three  or  four  1-gun  (10-inch)  batteries,  extending  three 
miles  from  the  city.  About  15  men  are  required  to  man  each  gun.  At 
the  time  informant  left  they  were  not  manned.    Two  light  guns  are 
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taken  dowu  the  Shell  road  on  picket  duty  six  miles  on  tours  of  three 
days  each.    The  bay  shore  is  picketed  by  a  few  cavalrymen. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  M.  EATON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi. 

(Copies  furnished   General  Granger   and  Commander  Palmer  for 
information.) 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  23, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  Gordon  Granger, 

Comdg.  Bist.  of  West  Florida  and  South  Alabama, 

Hast  Pascagoula: 
Sir  :  Information  from  various  sources  induces  the  belief  that  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  Hood's  army  has  been  sent  down  in  the  direction 
of  Mobile,  either  for  the  defense  of  that  place  or  for  an  attack  upon  Pen- 
sacola,  or  upon  your  position  at  East  Pascagoula.  Both  intentions  are 
alleged.  I  do  not  place  any  faith  in  the  statement,  but  it  is  natural  that 
Hood  should  attempt  to  do  something  to  restore  the  morale  of  his  troops 
and  of  the  people  of  Mississippi,  and  as  he  can  reach  the  vicinity  of 
Mobile  more  readily  than  he  can  any  other  point  where  he  could  damage 
us,  1  send  over  1,000  of  General  Andrews'  brigade  direct  to  Pensacola. 
The  remainder  will  go  tlJrough  the  sound  and  will  report  to  you  as  they 
pass.  General  Andrews  will  report  to  you  at  East  Pascagoula  for  any 
service  you  may  have  for  his  command.  As  Pensacola  will  be  of  the 
utmost  importance,  not  only  on  account  of  the  military  and  naval 
depots,  but  as  a  probable  base  or  auxiliary  base  for  further  operations, 
its  security  must  be  placed  beyond  danger.  As  a  part  of  Geneial 
Andrews'  brigade  is  already  in  your  command,  I  desire  to  concentrate 
the  whole  of  it  at  Pensacola,  with  a  view  to  the  organization  of  the 
division  he  is  to  command,  and  I  desire  that  the  regiments  now 
detached  should  be  assembled  there  as  soon  as  possible  in  order  that 
their  equipment  may  be  made  as  perfect  as  possible.  One  of  the  bri- 
gades will  be  made  up  from  the  troops  now  under  your  command,  and 
with  this  object  I  wish  you  to  designate  as  soon  as  possible  the  per- 
manent garrisons  for  the  posts  iu  Pensacola  Harbor  and  Mobile  Bay, 
and  report  the  remainder  in  order  that  the  assignments  may  be  made. 
General  Thomas  is  now  at  Eastport  with  his  army,  and  for  this  and 
other  reasons,  which  I  have  already  explained  to  you,  it  is  desirable 
that  the  troops  should  be  withdrawn  from  Pascagoula,  the  permanent 
garrisons  designated,  and  the  troops  for  the  field  collected  and  pre- 
pared as  soon  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  )       Hdqrs.  Department  of  Arkansas, 

No.  12.  S  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  January  23, 1865. 

I.  A  military  court,  to  be  known  as  the  provost  court  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Arkansas,  is  hereby  established,  for  the  purpose  of  investigat- 
ing and  passing  judgment  in  cases  of  violation  of  orders  and  breaches 
of  the  peace,  and,  in  the  absence  of  civil  tribunals,  of  rendering  decision 
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ill  cases  of  that  class  in  which  jurisdiction  is  exercised  by  police  and 
municipal  courts.  Punishments  awarded  soldiers  will  conform  to  those 
awarded  under  existing  laws  by  field-officers'  courts  except  stoppage  of 
pay.  The  court  will  hold  its  sessions  in  this  city  or  at  such  other  points 
as  may  be  hereafter  designated  in  orders.  The  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment will  furnish  the  necessary  rooms,  furniture,  and  stationery. 

11.  Uol.  William  D.  Wood,  Eleventh  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  is 
hereby  appointed  judge  of  the  court  herein  constituted,  and  will  enter 
upon  his  duties  immediately. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Eeynolds: 

JOHN  LEVEEING, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Okdees,  )      Hdqes.  U.  S.  Forces  at  Pine  Bltjpf, 

No.  23.  i  Pine  Bluff,  Arlc,  January  23, 1865. 

I.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division, 
will  relieve  from  duty  the  One  hundred  and  sixth  and  One  hundred  and 
twenty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  have  them  in  readiness  to  join  the 
expedition  starting  from  this  post  on  the  25th  instant.  Companies  on 
detached  duty  will  not  be  relieved. 

«  #  *  «  *  *  « 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Powell  Clayton: 

S.  MONTE  CAMBEEN, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Gamp  Maumelle  Eoad,  neae  Little  Eock,  Akk., 

January  23,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  E.  West  : 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I  was  ordered  to  report 
to  Major  Hamilton  with  one  squadron  on  the  Benton  road,  three  miles 
from  Little  Eock,  yesterday  at  7  p.  m.,  which  order  I  complied  with 
immediately,  and  on  reporting  was  ordered  to  remain  there  until  this 
morning.  Was  then  ordered  to  proceed  out  on  the  Bentou  road  fifteen 
miles  and  see  if  I  could  discover  any  enemy  or  rebel  force  in  that 
vicinity;  if  not,  to  return  and  report.  I  proceeded  out  and  discover- 
ing no  enemy,  returned  and  reported  to  Major  Hamilton,  and  was  then 
relieved  by  him  and  ordered  to  report  to  my  regiment. 
Very  resi^ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  WAGNEE, 
Captain  Company  B,  Commanding  Third  Wisconsin  Cav.  Vols. 


Headquakters  Department  of  Arkansas, 

Little  liock,  January  23,  1865 — 11.30  a.  m. 

Colonel  Etan, 

Lewisburg : 
Ton  will  not  occupy  Dardanelle  after  the  colored  troops  and  boats 
pass  down.    You  can  withdraw  your  troops  to  Lewisburg. 
^  J.  J.  EEYNOLDS, 

Major- General. 


620  LOUISIANA   AND   THE   TRANS-MISSISSIPPI.  [Chap.LX. 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  23,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.- Davidson, 

Commanding  District  of  Natchez,  Notches,  Miss.  : 
General:  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  interesting  reports  of  the  17thinstant, 
and  to  say  that  he  regrets  that  he  cannot  allow  the  Eighty-third  Ohio 
to  remain  with  you  in  consequence  of  its  being  needed  in  its  proper 
organization  for  important  pending  operations.  When  some  of  the 
troops  from  Arkansas  have  been  received  he  may  possibly  be  able  to 
spare  you  a  regiment  from  there,  but  the  decision  thereon  will  greatly 
depend  on  the  extent  of  prospective  operations,  and  the  direction  from 
which  they  will  be  undertaken.  Be  pleased  to  give  orders  for  the  imme- 
diate embarkation  of  this  regiment,  and  instruct  the  commanding  ofift- 
cer  to  telegraph  me  from  Morganza  the  probable  hour  of  his  arrival  at 
Kennerville. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  CHEISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Heabqttaeters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  23,  1865. 
Thomas  C.  Fletcher,  Governor  of  Missouri: 

Governor  :  I  respectfully  request  that  companies  of  militia  be  raised 
by  volunteers  from  such  classes  as  you  deem  best  for  service  in  each  of 
the  following  counties: 

Mounted. — One  company  for  Warren  and  Montgomery;  one  company 
for  Callaway  and  Audrain;  one  company  for  Boone;  one  company  for 
Balls,  Monroe,  and  Marion;  one  company  to  be  raised  at  Hannibal; 
one  company  for  Howard ;  one-(!ompany  for  Kandolph ;  one  company  for 
Chariton ;  one  company  for  Carroll  and  Livingston,  to  be  stationed  in 
Carroll;  one  company  for  Eay  and  Caldwell,  to  be  stationed  in  Ray; 
one  company  for  Clay  and  Clinton,  to  be  stationed  in  Clay;  one  com- 
pany for  Platte;  one  company  for  Jackson;  one  company  for  La  Fay- 
ette; one  com]>any  for  Saline;  one  company  for  Cooper  and  Moniteau; 
one  company  for  Osage  and  Maries;  one  company  for  Stoddard;  one 
company  for  Johnson;  one  company  for  Pettis;  one  company  for  Mor- 
gan,; one  company  for  Mississippi;  one  company  for  Scott;  one  com- 
pany for  Perry ;  one  company  for  Kew  Madrid ;  one  company  for  Cape 
Girardeau;  one  company  for  Sainte  Genevieve. 

Infantry. — One  company  for  bridge  on  Pacific  Railroad;  one  com- 
pany for  bridge  on  Southwest  Branch  [Pacific]  Railroad ;  one  company 
for  bridge  on  Iron  Mountain  Railroad;  one  company  for  bridge  on  North 
Missouri  Railroad. 

As  soon  as  raised  to  be  turned  over  to  the  sub-district  commanders 
for  the  respective  counties.  I  will  order  them  subsisted  as  soon  as  they 
rendezvous.  I  most  earnestly  request  that  none  but  experienced  officers 
and  also  old  soldiers  be  placed  at  the  head  of  these  organizations — men 
who  will  enforce  orders  and  maintain  strict  discipline.  The  Govern- 
ment will  issue  clothing,  forage,  arms,  and  equipments  (when  the  State 
has  not  sufiScient  arms  and  equipments  to  supply  them,  already  issued 
to  the  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia)  upon  proper  requisitions.  I  deem  it 
important  that  this  force  be  put  in  the  field  within  the  next  thirty  days. 
I  am,  governor,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major- General. 
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Cape  Gieaedeau,  January  23,  I860. 
Maj.  H,  Hannahs, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

The  aggregate  force  at  Bloomfleld  is :  Infantry — Aggregate,  89 ;  pres- 
ent for  duty,  53.  Cavalry — Aggregate,  218 ;  present  for  duty,  182.  The 
time  of  one  company  is  already  out,  another  company  is  out  on  the  28th, 
and  the  time  of  the  three  companies  of  cavalry  is  part  out  now. 

J.  B.  EOGEES, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Saint  Louis,  January  23,  1865. 
Colonel  EoGERS, 

Cape  Girardeau: 
The  expedition  you  desire  to  make  can  be  made.    State  liow  many 
mounted  men  you  can  raise,  and  how  many  you  want  from  the  Third 
Sub-District,  and  where  you  want  them  to  meet  you,  and  when. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Ewing: 

H.  HANNAHS, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquaetebs  Saint  Louis  District, 

Saint  Louis,  January  23, 1865. 
Colonel  EoGERS, 

Cape  Girardeau: 
You  can  withdraw  one  cavalry  company  from  New  Madrid  tempo- 
rarily, if  advisable. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Ewing : 

H.  HANNAHS,. 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Saint  Louis,  January  23, 1865. 
Colonel  Beveridge, 

Pilot  Knob: 
How  many  mounted  men  can  you  spare  to  co-operate  with  an  expe- 
dition starting  from  Cape  Girardeau?    What  do  you  hear  from  that 
expedition  sent  out  by  you,  and  do  you  know  if  they  met  at  Van  Buren 
according  to  plan? 
Bv  order  of  Brigadier  General  Ewing : 

H.  HANNAHS, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Kolla, 

Bolla,  January  23, 1865. 
Maj.  J.  W.  Barnes, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Saint  Louis: 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  General  Orders,  No.  3, 
from  these  headquarters  which,  if  approved  by  the  major-general  com- 
manding, please  send  to  the  printers,  with  an  order  to  print  and  for- 
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ward  100  copies  to  me.  The  main  features  of  the  order  are  the  same 
as  one  I  issued  in  the  Central  District  last  spring,  and  it  worked 
admirably.  This  embodies  the  experience  of  last  year,  and  I  think  that 
it  will  work  well  in  connection  with  No.  7,  which  is  a  most  excellent 
order. 

I  am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  BEOWN, 
Brigadier- General  oj  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

[Incloaure.] 

General  Orders,  )     Headquarters  District  op  Eolla, 

No.  3.  )  Rolla,  Mo.,  January  23, 1865. 

In  order  that  the  citizens  of  this  district  may  be  enabled  to  co  operate 
in  carrying  out  the  policy  of  the  major-general  commanding  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Missouri,  as  has  been  indicated  in  General  Orders,  No.  7, 
current  series,  from  his  headquarters,  and  thus  defend  themselves  and 
their  property  from  thieves,  robbers,  marauding  bands,  guerrillas,  and 
rebels,  and  to  more  effectually  assist  the  civil  officers  and  courts  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties,  and  by  these  means  restore  peace  and  quiet 
to  the  country,  it  is  hereby  ordered  that  all  persons  capable  of  hand- 
ling a  gun,  and  who  can  be  trusted  with  one,  do  form  themselves  into 
companies  of  citizen  guards,  composed  of  such  numbers  as  may  be 
most  convenient  for  the  protection  of  their  immediate  neighborhoods. 
The  basis  of  the  organization  of  the  companies  as  above  directed  must 
be  unconditional  loyalty  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  to 
that  of  the  State  of  Missouri ;  a  willingness  to  give  an  active  co-operation 
to  the  civil  and  military  authorities  in  their  efforts  for  the  restoration 
of  the  civil  law  in  the  land  and  safety  to  the  person  and  property  of 
its  inhabitants,  and  to  assist  in  a  war  of  extermination,  by  lawful 
means,  of  all  guerrillas,  bushwhackers,  robbers,  thieves,  and  rebels,  or 
other"  disturbers  of  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  country.  Without 
further  action  from  these  headquarters,  the  people  will  immediately 
form  themselves^  into  companies  in  the  manner  prescribed  for  the 
organization  of  the  militia  under  the  laws  of  the  State,  nominate  their 
officers,  who  will  make  out  muster-rolls  and  forward  them  for  the 
approval  of  the  general  commanding  the  district,  through  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  nearest  military  post  or  station,  who  will  certify 
to  the  loyalty  and  integrity  of  the  officers,  and,  as  far  as  practicable, 
of  the  members  of  such  companies.  If  the  organizations  are  approved 
special  orders  will  be  made  confirming  them.  Company  commanders 
will  forward  in  the  same  manner  an  application  for  permits  for  each 
member  to  keep  or  purchase  arms  and  ammunition.  No  resident  citi- 
zen in  this  district  will  be  allowed  these  privileges  unless  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  a  company  of  citizen  guards  organized  under  this  order  by  the 
1st  day  of  March  next.  All  commanding  officers  of  posts  or  stations 
in  this  district  will  assist  the  people,  as  far  as  practicable,  in  this 
enrollment  and  organization,  and  report  all  failures  after  reasonable 
time  to  comply  with  this  order.  While  the  citizen  guards  organized 
under  this  order  will  not  be  considered  a  regular  military  force,  entitled 
to  pay  or  other  remuneration  for  their  services,  yet  they  are  so  far 
hereby  legalized  as  to  make  them  subject  to  the  same  laws,  rules,  and 
regulations,  and  are  entitled  to  the  same  immunities  as  are  applicable 
for  the  police  of  the  troops  in  the  United  States,  and  officers  are 
expected  to  enforce  obedience  to  their  orders.    Any  person  who  fails 
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to  enroll  after  receiving  proper  notice  to  do  so,  or,  after  enrolling,  fails 
to  assist  in  the  common  defense  wlien  ordered,  will  be  reported  to  these 
headquarters,  and  after  an  examination  and  proof  of  his  neglect  of  duty 
he  will  be  sent  out  of  the  district.  It  is  not  expected  that  the  citizen 
guards  will  be  on  active  constant  duty,  yet  as  many  as  may  be  deemed 
necessary  are  expected  to  patrol  the  couutry,  and  thus  be  able  to  learn 
of  the  movements  of  bad  men,  and  give  the  alarm  if  there  is  danger.  As 
a  general  rule,  one-tenth  of  the  company  should  be  constantly  scouting, 
and  give  three  continuous  days  each  month  to  this  duty,  so  that,  either 
in  person  or  by  substitute,  each  person  will  give  one-tenth  of  his  time 
for  the  common  good,  and  have  nine-tenths  for  himself,  being  in  turn 
guarded  by  his  neighbor,  but  all  to  turn  out  in  case  of  an  emergency. 
The  citizen  guards  will  thus  become  an  organized  armed  posse  comitatus, 
and  can  be  made  a  powerful  auxiliary  to  the  civil  courts  in  the  country, 
and  at  the  same  time  relieve  the  army  of  a  large  amount  of  labor  that 
legitimately  belongs  to  the  people  to  perform  in  guarding  their  own 
firesides.  Eegular  rations  of  subsistence  will  be  issued  to  each  citizen 
guard  while  on  active  duty,  to  be  drawn  monthly  by  the  company  com- 
manders on  the  usual  provision  return.  Ammunition  in  small  quanti- 
ties will  be  issued  by  the  ordnance  officer,  on  the  proper  requisitions. 
The  being  a  member  of  a  citizen  guard  company  will  not  exempt  any 
person  liable  to  do  military  duty  in  tlie  militia  or  volunteer  service,  nor 
will  exemption  from  duty  in  the  regular  military  service  by  reason  of 
age,  physical  disability,  alienage,  or  other  causes  exemi)t  any  person 
from  duty  as  a  citizen  guard.  All  authority  heretofore  granted  from 
these  headquarters  to  any  citizen  of  this  district  to  keep  arms  or 
ammunition  for  their  own  use,  who  is  not  now  or  does  not  become  a 
member  of  a  citizen  guard  company  by  the  1st  day  of  March  next,  will 
be  revoked,  and  the  arms  taken  for  the  use  of  the  guards.  All  arms, 
horses,  or  other  property  captured  from  guerrillas  or  other  law  breakers 
by  the  citizen  guards  will  be  reported  to  district  headquarters,  and  an 
order  will  be  made  giving  the  company  makiug  the  capture  the  right 
to  use  the  property  until  it  is  required  by  the  Government.  Great  care 
must  be  observed  in  the  organization  of  the  citizen  guard  companies 
and  the  selection  of  the  officers,  else  they  may  become,  m  the  hands  of 
bad  men,  engines  of  oppression  and  a  terror  rather  than  a  blessing  to 
the  people.  Persons  guilty  of  any  irregularities  will  be  severely  pun- 
ished. While  it  may  be  necessary  in  some  cases  to  subsist  on  the 
country,  it  should  not  be  done  without  providing  compensation  to  the 
parties  from  whom  it  has  been  taken. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Brown : 

W.  D.  HUBBARD, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  January  23,  1865. 

Major-General  Curtis, 

Fort  Leaventcorth : 
The  Overland  stage  agents  represent  that  the  station  at  .Julesburg  has 
been  attacked  by  Indians  and  requires  assistance.    If  this  Las  not 
alreadv  received  your  attention,  please  see  to  it. 

^  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Kansas  Agency,  Council  Grove,  January  23,  1865. 
Lieut.  J.  E.  Tappan, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt  Gen.,  U.  8.  Volunteers,  Fort  Riley,  Kans. : 
Sir  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant. 
In  reply  I  have  to  say  that  the  Kaw  Indians  are  in  the  buil'alo  country 
by  special  permit  of  General  Blunt,  given  when  he  was  the  commander 
of  this  district.  The  permit  and  letter  of  advice  were  taken  by  Indians, 
and  I  made  two  copies  of  the  same,  so  that  there  might  be  one  of  them 
in  each  of  the  bands.  I  enjoined  on  the  Indians  to  avoid  all  hostile 
Indians  and  the  usual  routes  of  travel.  I  was  in  all  their  camps  on 
Smoky  Hill,  Sharp's  Creek,  Little  Arkansas,  and  Big  Turkey  about 
eighteen  days  since,  and  then  charged  them  not  to  go  west,  but  south. 
Before  receiving  your  letter  I  had  written  to  the  commander  of  Fort 
Zarah  requesting  him  to  send  the  Kaws  in  east  of  the  Little  Arkansas. 
I  also  sent  a  letter  to  the  keeper  of  the  ranch  on  Little  Arkansas 
requesting  him  to  send  the  Kaws  word  that  it  was  my  order  that  they 
should  not  go  west  of  the  Little  Arkansas.  If  you  are  in  possession  of 
later  information  which  in  your  judgment  makes  it  desirable  that  I 
should  go  out  and  order  them  in,  I  will  do  so  if  you  will  send  me  word 
by  return  mail.  I  am  pretty  well  satisfied  that  it  is  a  mistake  that 
Kiowas  have  been  seen  among  them.  When  I  was  at  Little  Arkansas 
ranch  hunters  there  told  me  that  Kiowas  were  among  the  Kaws,  and 
pointed  out  one  to  me  who  was  a  Kaw  with  whom  I  have  been 
acquainted  several  years.  I  hope  the  Kaws  will  be  permitted  by  the 
troops  to  remain  in  the  buffalo  country,  but  that  they  will  be  sent 
southeast.  The  Government  will  have  to  feed  this  tribe  if  they  are  not 
permitted  to  hunt  buffalo.  I  therefore  hope  while  the  Kaws  behave 
well  they  will  be  protected  by  the  troops. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PAENSWORTH, 

U.  S.  Indian  Agent. 

General  Orders,  >  Hdqrs.  District  of  Colorado, 

^o.  7.  )  Denver,  Colo.  Ter.,  January  23,  1865. 

1.  The  object  of  existing  orders  prohibiting  citizens  from  carrying 
arms  having  been  accomplished,  the  same  is  hereby  revoked.  Sur- 
rounded as  this  Territory  now  is  by  hostile  Indians,  it  is  but  right  that 
every  man  should  be  prepared  to  defend  his  home,  and  this  can  only  be 
done  by  force  of  arms. 

2.  Eeports  are  daily  being  made  to  these  headquarters  that  parties 
wearing  the  uniform  of  U.  S.  soldiers  visit  randies,  take  stock,  and 
arrest  citizens  on  the  plea  of  being  provost  guards  and  in  the  name  of 
the  Government,  while  in  fact  they  are  not  in  the  service.  All  sucii 
persons  are  thieves  and  marauders,  violators  of  the  peace,  and  will 
henceforth  be  treated  accordingly.  The  punishment  for  this  species  of 
offense  will  be  summary  and  severe,  and  all  law-abiding  citizens  are 
invited  to  furnish  these  headquarters  with  such  information  as  will 
insure  justice  and  fix  the  guilt. 

3.  Hereafter  all  citizens  and  soldiers  employed  to  make  arrests  or 
take  possession  of  property  of  any  description  in  the  name  of  the  Gov 
ernmeut  must  be  clothed   with  written  authority  direct  from  these 
headquarters  or  the  provost-marshal ;  none  other  will  be  recognized 

By  order  of  Col.  T.  Moonlight,  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry : 

IRA  I.  TABER, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

^o-  ^*-  )  New  Orleans,  La.,  Jannary  ;>■!,  1865. 

1.  Asst.  Surg.  S,  M.  Horton,  IT.  S.  Army,  is  hereby  relieved  from 
duty  in  the  Department  ot  the  Gulf  and  will  proceed  without  delay  to 
Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  and  report  for  duty  to  the  medical  director.  Depart- 
ment of  the  Missouri. 

•  »•#*•» 

3.  Brig.  Gen.  B.  S.  Eoberts,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  relieved  from 
duty  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf  and  will  proceed  without  delay  to 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  N.  J.  T.  Dana,  commanding 
Department  of  Mississippi,  for  assignment  to  duty.  Gapt.  B.  K.  Eob- 
erts, assistant  adjutant-general  of  volunteers,  is  permitted  to  accom- 
pany General  Roberts. 

4.  Brig.  Gen.  James  C.  Veatch,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  relieved 
from  duty  in  the  Department  of  Mississippi  and  will  proceed  without 
delay  to  Little  Eock,  Ark.,  and  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Eeynolds, 
commanding  Department  of  Arkansas,  for  assignment  to  duty. 

•  **»### 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  R.  S.  Canby: 

G.  T.  CHEISTENSEN, 

TAeutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  op  West  Mississippi, 

Office  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer, 

Ifew  Orleans,  La.,  January  24,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Asst,  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi  : 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  information  received  at  this  office  this  24th  day  of 
January,  1865:  Reports  of  Horace  Bell  and  J.  M.  Smylie,  scouts,  just 
returned  from  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  visit  Alexandria,  La.,  via 
Morganza.  Citizens  and  refugees  concur  in  stating  that  great  dis- 
content and  insubordination  exist  among  the  rebel  forces,  mainly  on 
account  of  lack  of  pay,  scantiness  of  rations,  and  the  destitution  of  the 
soldiers'  families.  Desertions  occur  daily.  If  captured  the  deserter  is 
treated  with  rigor.  Military  executions  take  place  weekly — on  Fridays. 
Fifteen  men  have  been  shot  at  one  time  recently  for  desertion.  One 
brigade  at  Alexandria  is  said  to  have  mutinied  not  long  since.  Thirty- 
five  of  the  ring-leaders  were  shot.  Harrison's  brigade  has  been  left  ajb 
Alexandria.  Two  brigades  (names  unknown)  are  along  the  Washita 
Eiver,  Ark.  All  other  troops  in  Louisiana  and  in  Arkansas  south  of 
the  Washita  Eiver  are  reported  to  be  moving  toward  and  through 
Shreveport  into  Texas.  Citizens  also,  to  some  extent,  accompany  this 
movement,  caused  by  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  subsistence.  This 
report  is  from  parties  who  asserted  that  they  met  the  troops  in  motion. 
S.  B.  Buckner  is  lieutenant-general,  and  General  Magruder  reports  to 
him.  On  east  side  of  Atchafalaya  Eiver  are  Captain  Eatlifif's  company 
of  scouts,  30  men ;  Captain  Collins'  company  of  scouts,  30  men ;  Cap- 
tain Pruyu's  company  of  scouts,  30 men;  total,  90  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  M.  EATON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi. 

40  R  R — VOL  XLVIII,  PT  I 
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Special  Oedees,  )       Hdqrs.  Defenses  of  New  Oeleans, 

2ffo.  20.  \  iVew  Orleans,  January  34, 1865. 

3.  The  One  hundred  and  thirtieth  Illinois  Volunteers  are  temporarily 
relieved  from  duty  at  Lakeport  and  will  at  once  proceed  to  Wood's 
Press,  in  this  city,  and  report  to  Col.  D.  P.  Grier,  Seventy-seventh 
Illinois  Volunteers. 

5.  The  Thirteenth  Massachusetts  Battery  is  withdrawn  from  the  Dis- 
trict of  CarroUton,  and  will  report  to  Col.  J.  H.  Sypher,  Eleventh  U.  S. 
Colored  Heavy  Artillery,  commanding  Artillery  Camp  of  Instruction, 
for  duty. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Sherman : 

FEEDEKIC  SPEED, 

AxKistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headqtjae  tees  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

New  Orleans,  January  24,  18G5. 

Brigadier-General  Cameron  : 

The  following  trooi)S  will  take  post  at  Bayou  Goula,  or  its  vicinity, 
on  the  27th  instant  and  there  remain  until  further  orders:  Five  com- 
panies of  the  Third  Ehode  Island  Cavalry,  with  two  field  oflScers;  five 
companies  of  the  Eightieth  LT.  S.  Colored  Infantry  from  Bonnet  Carr^, 
under  Major  Hatch.  Colonel  Sayles,  Third  Ehode  Island  Cavalry,  will 
command,  and  to  him  Major  Hatch  will  report  on  the  day  above  named 
with  his  battalion.  Special  instructions  will  be  given  Colonel  Sayles. 
The  men  will  be  supplied  with  ten  days'  rations  and  eighty  rounds  of 
ammunition  each. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Sherman : 

FEEDEEIC  SPEED, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(Copies  to  commanding  officer  at  Bonnet  Carr6,  and  Col.  W.  Sayles 
Third  Ehode  Island  Cavalry.) 


Headquarters  Defenses  op  New  Orleans, 

New  Orleans,  January  24,  1865. 
Col.  Willard  Sayles, 

Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry: 
(Through  General  Cameron.^ 

Brigadier-General  Sherman  directs  me  to  communicate  the  following 
instructions:  The  object  of  the  expedition  with  which  you  are  cliarged 
is  threefold— First,  to  clear  the  country  between  Donaldsouville  and 
Plaquemine  of  the  enemy,  and  to  break  up  their  haunts;  second,  to 
insure  a  more  thorough  police  hereafter  of  that  region,  by  putting  a 
stop  to  the  illicit  keeping  and  use  of  fire-arras  and  the  other  violations 
of  military  orders;  third,  to  obtain  and  report  the  complete  topography 
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of  the  strip  of  practicable  country  lying  between  tbe  Mississippi  Eiver 
and  the  swamp  back  of  Bayou  Goula,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the 
easiest  and  most  practicable  mode  of  thoroughly  observing  this  general 
avenue  of  approach' to  the  La  Pourche  country,  and  checking  the  pas- 
sage by  the  enemy.  A  topographical  officer  will  be  sent  to  assist  in 
this  reconnaissance,  if  practicable.  You  will  take  up  a  position  which, 
in  your  judgment,  will  present  the  be^t  opportunities  of  carrying  out 
these  instructions,  and  which  will  at  the  same  time  be  convenient  to  a 
good  steam-boat  landing.  The  commanding  officers  at  Plaquemine  and 
Donaldsonville  will  be  instructed  to  throw  out  all  their  available  cav- 
alry upon  the  roads  leading  north  into  the  Grossetete  country  and  south 
into  the  avenues  to  the  lower  Grand  Eiver,  to  intercept  the  guerrillas, 
&c.,  who  may  have  escaped  you,  and  will  maintain  this  watch  over  the 
roads  for  several  days  after  your  occupation  of  Bayou  Goula.  All  arms 
found  in  the  hands  of  citizens  without  the  proper  permit  will  be  seized 
and  turned  over  to  the  chief  ordnance  officer.  Department  of  the  Gulf, 
and  any  persons  who  can  be  convicted  of  having  made  an  unlawful  use 
of  their  arms  will  be  arrested  and  sent  with  their  charges  to  the  city 
for  trial,  but  care  must  be  taken  that  no  plunder  or  license  be  permitted 
by  the  troops  (see  orders  and  instructions  on  this  subject  heretofore 
issued),  and  all  examinations  and  seizures  must  be  made  under  the 
orders  and  under  the  superintendence  of  a  commissioned  officer.  A 
temporary  line  of  communication  will  be  established  between  Bayou 
Goula  and  Donaldsonville,  and  all  important  information  will  be  tele- 
graphed direct  to  these  headquarters,  and  a  duplicate  to  those  of  the 
district.  You  will  also  report  your  location  as  soon  as  you  get  well  into 
it,  and  make  short  daily  reports  to  these  headquarters  by  telegraph  of 
your  action.  A  full  supply  of  ammunition  and  ten  days'  rations  will 
be  taken. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

FEEDEEIC  SPEED, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquaktebs  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

N'eiv  Orleans,  January  2i,  1865. 

Commanding  Officer  Donaldsonville: 
(Through  General  Cameron.) 
I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  Colonel  Sayles  will  occupy  Bayou 
Goula  on  the  27th  instant.  Brigadier-General  Sherman  directs  that 
you  send  out  all  your  available  mounted  force  upon  the  roads  leading 
south  into  the  avenues  to  the  lower  Grand  Eiver,  to  intercept  the 
guerrilla  fugitives  who  might  escape  and  evade  the  force  of  Colonel 
Sayles  at  Bayou  Goula,  and  leave  the  Bayou  Goula  region  upon  these 
roads.  This  will  continue  for  several  days  after  the  occupation  by  Col- 
onel Sayles. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

FEBDBEIC  SPEED, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Similar  to  Commanding  Officer  Plaquemine.) 
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Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  Eeserve  Corps, 

Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Kenner,  La.,  January  24,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  New  Orleans  : 
Colonel:  I  got  here  this  morning  at  7  o'clock  in  the  Kate  Dale. 
Sent  her  after  the  Adriatic  and  Cowles.  She  afterward  had  to  haul  the 
Corinthian  from  aground.  The  Thirty-fourth  Iowa  is  now  embarking 
on  the  Kate  Dale.  Am  sorry  that  the  Cowles  has  been  sent  up  river 
after  wood  and  will  not  return  till  night.  This  may  delay  me,  for  it  is 
doubtful  if  the  Kate  Dale  and  Adriatic  can  take  both  regiments.  The 
Twenty-fourth  Indiana  is  ready  to  embark  in  the  Corinthian,  but  has 
as  yet  no  orders  to  do  so. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  C.  ANDREWS, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Bock,  Arh.,  January  24,  1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Christensen, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
Colonel  :  The  expedition  ordered  to  Helena,  via  Augusta,  has  been 
ordered  to  return  to  Brownsville,  the  recent  rains  having  made  the 
country  almost  impassable.  While  this  force,  about  1,000,  under  Gen- 
eral Geiger,  has  been  at  Augusta  it  has  collected  nearly  400  beef-cattle, 
over  100  animals,  and  found  i)art  forage  in  the  country. 
Very  respectfully,  vours,  &c., 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Rock,  Ark.,  January  24,  1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Christensen, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 
The  following  telegram  is  just  received  from  General  Clayton,  Pine 
Bluflf :  ' 

Captain  Davis,  sent  upon  a  scout  five  days  ago  down  the  Arkansas  Eiver,  has  iust 
returned.  He  went  ten  miles  below  the  month  of  Red  Fork :  captured  1  maior  1 
captain,  3  lieutenants,  8  men,  and  150  head  of  beef-cattle.  ' 

POWELL  CLAYTON, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Bock,  ArTc.,  January  24, 1865. 
Exhibit  of  the  cavaby  force,  Department  of  Arkansas  (exclusive  of  the 
cavalry  regiments  appertaining  to  the  command  at  Fort  Smith,  which 
are  nearly  all  dismounted,  and  it  is  not  proposed  to  remount  them). 


Segiments. 


let  Missoari  Cavalry 

2d  MisBouri  Cav^y  a 

3d  UisBonri  Cavalry 

7th  MisBonri  Cavalry 

8th  Missouri  Cavalry 

llthMisBonri  Cavalry 

1  St  Iowa  Cavalry  6 

9th  Iowa  Cavalry 

lOth  Illinois  Cavalry 

ISth  Illinois  Cavalry 

15th  Illinois  Cavalry  c 

3d  Michigan  Cavalry 

3d  Arkansas  Cavalry 

4th  Arkansas  Cavidry 

9th  Kansas  Cavalry 

3d  Wisconsin, Cavalry 

3d  United  States  Cavalry 

1  St  Indiana  Cavalry 

5th  Kansas  Cavalry 

STthBlinois  Moanied  Infantry 

Total 

Dedact  Ist  Iowa  and  2d  Missouri  (to  Memphis) . 


649 
268 
480 
357 
028 
677 
924 
867 
,200 
633 


1,015 
795 
647 
550 
604 
317 
145 
93 
500 


11,  339 
1,192 


$1 


353 


183 
80 
369 
272 
639 
387 
677 
113 


589 
139 


248 
169 
220 
73 
61 
350 


4,922 
639 


4,283 


S 
a 


297 
277 
259 
405 
285 
470 
623 
520 


426 

656 

647 

302 

435 

97 

72 

32 

150 


6,149 


a  Reorganized  and  snpposed  transferred  to  Tennessee. 
b  Temporarily  detached  to  Department  of  Mississippi. 
c  Consolidated  with  Tenth  Illinois. 

Disposition  of  the  foregoing: 

Little  Eock 1,000 

Lewisbnrg  and  Dardanelle 1, 000 

FineBlnff. 500 

Devall's  Bluff 500 

Brownsville  Station 500 

Helena 500 

Saint  Charles 100 

Month  White  Eiver 150 

To  be  held  in  hand  (say) 750 

Total 6,000 

Kemaining  for  a  field  division 5, 147 

10, 147 

From  this  exhibit  and  the  accompanying  order,  Special  Orders,  Ho.  22, 
it  appears  that  the  minimum  cavalry  force  required  for  the  defense  of 
this  department  absorbs  all  the  cavalry  horses  now  in  the  department. 
If  horses  can  be  furnished  a  field  division  of  about  5,000  cavalry  will 
be  held  ready  for  orders.  The  Second  Missouri  (Merrill's)  has  been 
reorganized  and  ordered  to  Tennessee.  Presuming  this  department 
will  lose  that  regiment  the  detachment  has  been  sent  to  Memphis. 
The  First  Iowa  is  understood  to  be  temporarily  detached,  and  will  pro- 
ceed to  Memphis,  Tenn.,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  headquarters  Mili- 
tary Division  of  West  Mississippi,  on  the  return  to  Pine  Bluff  of  the 
expedition  now  progressing  toward  Camden. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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[Inclosiire.] 

Special  Oedees,  )         Hdqes.  Depaetment  of  Aekansas, 

No.  22.      "      5  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  January  24,  1865. 

7.  The  present  organization  of  the  Cavalry  Division,  Seventh  Army 
Corps,  will  be  discontinued  after  the  31st  instant.  The  following 
assignments  of  cavalry  to  posts  are  hereby  made  to  take  effect  on  the 
1st  proximo:  Post  of  Little  Eock,  Third  TJ.  S.  Cavalry  and  Third  Wis- 
consin Cavalry  Volunteers,  to  constitute  a  brigade;  Post  of  Devall's 
Bluff,  Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry  Volunteers;  cavalry  depot,  Fourth 
Arkansas  Cavalry;  Post  of  Pine  Bluff,  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry; 
Post  of  Lewisbui'g,  Third  Arkansas  Cavalry;  Post  of  Brownsville  Sta- 
tion, Ninth  Iowa  Cavalry;  Post  of  Saint  Charles,  Fifth  Kansas  Cavalry, 
detachment;  Post  of  White  Eiver,  First  Indiana  Cavalry,  detachment; 
Post  of  Helena,  Eighty-seventh  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry.  These 
regiments  will  constitute  the  cavalry  force  of  the  respective  posts  and 
will  be  borne  on  the  post  returns.  Enough  serviceable  horses  will  be 
transferred  from  other  commands  to  the  above  named  to  completely 
mount  them.  All  unserviceable  horses  will  be  sent  to  the  cavalry 
depot.  The  division  commander  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  this 
order. 

8.  The  Cavalry  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps,  will  be  reorganized  for 
the  field  on  the  1st  day  of  February  next,  as  follows,  viz :  First  Bri- 
gade— First  Iowa  Cavalry,  Third  Michigan  Cavalry,  Tenth  Illinois 
Cavalry,  Fifteenth  Illinois  Cavalry.  Second  Brigade — First  Missouri 
Cavalry,  Third  Missouri  Cavalry,  Seventh  Missouri  Cavalry,  Eighth 
Missouri  Cavalry,  Eleventh  Missouri  Cavalry.  The  headquarters  of 
the  Cavalry  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  li.  West  commanding,  will  be  estab- 
lished at  Little  Rock. 

9.  Brig.Gen.C.  Busseyis  hereby  assigned  to  command  of  the  cavalry 
brigade  at  Post  of  Little  Eock. 

#  #  *  *  # 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Eeynolds: 

JOHN  LEVEEING, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Daebanelle,  January  24,  1865 — 5  p.  m., 

(Via  Lewisburg,  G.50  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Eeynolds, 

Little  Rock: 

Scout  in  at  10  p.  m.  last  night  brought  information  of  Newton's  regi- 
ment arriving  at  Boggs'  Mill,  on  the  Chickalah,  after  dark,  for  the 
purpose  of  grinding  flour  during  the  night,  to  leave  at  sunrise.  At  12 
p.  m.  started  Lieutenant- Colonel  Steele  with  150  of  the  Eleventh  IJ.  S. 
Colored  Infantry  and  detachment  of  Third  Arkansas  Cavalry,  Lieu- 
tenant Wishard  commanding,  who  arrived  at  the  mill  at  5  this  a.  m. 
Charging,  captured  their  camp,  papers,  flour,  18  horses,  and  20  stand 
of  arms.  The  enemy  fled  in  every  direction.  Colonel  Williams'  bri- 
gade train  will  not  complete  crossing  till  to-morrow.  Will  get  away 
from  here  to-morrow  noon. 
Eespecttully, 

A.  H.  EYAN, 

Colonel. 
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Headquaktees  Post  of  Little  Book, 

Office  Peovost-Maeshal, 
Little  Bock,  ArTc.,  January  34, 1865. 
Oapt.  LeG,  Benedict, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
SiE :  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  S.  Downs,  a  reliable  man  who  lives  twenty 
miles  out,  that  Webb's  guerrillas  have  today  run  in  on  the  remaining 
mill  and  burned  it  (Pine  Bluff  road).  He  says  he  will  volunteer  to 
guide  a  scout  after  them  if  one  goes  out.  He  had  just  started  out  him- 
self, and  learning  these  facts  came  in  for  safety. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  C.  WHITE, 
Major  and  Provost  Marshal. 


Pine  BLiTIFF,  Aek.,  January  34, 1865 — 1  p.  m. 
Maj.  John  Levering, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  Edqrs.  Bept.  of  Arkansas,  Little  Bock,  ArTc. : 
I  have  just  arrived  with  my  cavalry.    'Ihe  infantry  and  trains  will 
not  reach  here  till  to-morrow.     I  will  telegraph  fully  when  my  reports 
and  plans  are  prepared.    I  have  sent  150  cavalry  to  Jenkins'  Ferry  to 
scout  down  the  Saline. 
Eespectfully, 

E.  A.  CARE, 
Brigadier-General. 


Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  January  ^4, 1865 — 2.45  p.  m. 
Maj.  John  Leveeing, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Edqrs.  Dept.  of  Arkansas,  Little  Bock,  Ark.: 
General  Clayton  can  furnish  me  with  only  300  infantry,  150  cavalry, 
and  one  section  of  artillery  (colored).  He  shows  a  disposition  to  fur- 
nish all  he  can.  General  Clayton  recommends  that  the  cavalry  be  sent 
as  far  as  the  bank  of  the  Washita,  opposite  Camden,  which  is  about 
thirty  miles  from  Mount  Elba,  He  thinks  the  enemy's  pickets  can  be 
driven  into  Camden  and  they  can  be  induced  to  take  up  or  destroy 
their  bridge.  I  have  not  yet  consulted  Colonel  Thompson,  who  com- 
mands the  cavalry.  Would  the  general  approve  of  that  move  pro- 
vided I  find  upon  arrival  at  Mount  Elba  that  it  appears  to  be  feasible? 
It  would  be  a  dashing  thing  to  do,  but  it  involves  some  risk,  and  a  cer- 
tainty of  marching  the  horses  sixty  miles  in  two  days.  I  suppose  I 
should  send  about  1,000  cavalry,  leaving  back  the  poorest  horses.  I 
understand  that  the  bottom  on  the  south  side  of  the  Saline  is  very  bad 
for  several  miles,  and  I  do  not  propose  to  march  my  artillery  and  trains 
over  it,  but  will  make  a  show  of  crossing,  A  citizen  told  one  of  my 
guides  to-day  that  they  had  news  in  Camden  a  week  ago  that  there 
was  an  expedition  fitting  out  at  Little  Bock,  destined  for  that  place. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

E.  A.  CARE, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Expedition. 
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Headquaeteks  Department  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Boclc,  Januarg  2i^  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Care, 

Pine  Bluff,  Arlc. : 
Your  dispatch  received.     Suggestions  for  operations  appear  feasible 
and  are  approved. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Eeyuolds : 

JOHN  LEVERING, 
4.ssistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  24,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  N.  J.  T.  Dana, 

Commanding  Department  of  Mississippi,  Memphis,  Tenn.  : 
Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  yonr  communication  of  the  16th  instant,  referring 
to  the  organization  of  a  cavalry  expedition  in  accordance  with  his 
orders  of  the  21st  ultimo,  and  to  say  that  the  plan  proposed  by  you 
meets  with  his  full  approval.  The  commanding  general's  views  in 
relation  to  the  property  of  the  rebels  (either  Government  or  private), 
whenever  met  with  on  expeditions  of  this  character,  ac(;ords  with  your 
own  views.  Whenever  it  is  impracticable  to  capture  and  transport  it 
it  will  invariably  be  destroyed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  CHEISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )  FIdqes.  District  of  Natchez, 

No.  4.  (  Natchez,  Miss.,  January  24,  1865. 

The  lines  of  actual  occupation  by  tlie  military  forces  of  the  United 
States  in  this  district  are  hereby  defined  to  be  within  the  picket-lines 
of  the  posts  of  Natchez,  Vidalia,  and  Bullit's  Bayou,  the  public  wood- 
yards,  freedmen's  camps,  and  plantations  which  have  been  leased  by 
the  Government  and  are  worked  by  freedmen  employed  under  the 
regulations  of  the  Treasury  Department,  by  agreement  heretofore 
entered  into  and  now  on  record  in  said  Department.  Beyond  these 
lines  no  supplies  whatever  can  go,  except  as  is  indicated  in  paragraph 
7,  General  Orders,  No.  80,  series  of  1864,  headquarters  Military  Division 
of  West  Mississippi. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Davidson : 

B.  F.  MOREY, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )         Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 

^o- 11-  )  Memphis,  January  24, 1865. 

I,  The  Eleventh  New  York  Cavalry  and  Twelfth  Illinois  Cavalry 
having  reported  to  these  headquarters  for  duty,  are  hereby  designated 
as  the  Second  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division,  Department  of  Mississippi 
and  the  senior  officer,  Lieut.  Col.  H.  B.  Dox,  Twelfth  Illinois  Cavalry' 
will  assume  command  of  the  same. 
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II,  The  Fifth  Illinois  Veteran  Volunteer  Cavalry  having  reported  to 
these  headquarters  for  duty,  are  hereby  assigned  to  the  First  Brigade, 
Cavalry  Division,  Col.  J.  P.  C.  Shanks,  commanding. 

By  order  of  Col.  E.  D.  Osband: 

JAMES  H.  S.  LOWES, 
First  Lieut.,  Seventh  Indiana  Cav.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

January  24,  1865 — 10.22  a.  m. 
Governor  Fletcher, 

Jefferson  City: 
What  is  decision  of  War  Department  on  application  to  recruit  new 
regiments  or  fill  up  old  cavalry  regiments? 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-General. 


Special  Orders,  )     W^ar  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  37.  )  Washington,  January  24, 1865. 

14,  Col,  E.  B.  Marcy,  Inspector-General  TJ.  S.  Army,  will  at  once 
return  to  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  and  continue  his  Inspection  duties  in  the 
West. 

******* 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

Saint  Louis,  January  24, 1865. 
Colonel  Beteridge, 

Pilot  Knob: 
You  will  hold  200  mounted  men  ready  to  march  to  such  places  and 
at  such  times  as   Colonel  Eogers  commanding  Second  Sub-District 
may  direct.    The  horses  better  be  shod  if  not  already  well  shod.    Detail 
a  good,  energetic  field  officer  to  take  command  of  the  detachment  and 
send  his  name  by  telegraph  to  Colonel  Rogers,  who  will  give  the  neces 
sary  instructions  and  arrange  the  details  of  the  expedition,  which  will 
be  kept  as  quiet  as  possible.    Communicate  with  Colonel  Eogers  on 
the  subject. 
Bv  order  of  Brigadier- General  Ewing: 

H.  HANNAHS, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Cape  Girardeau,  January  24, 1865. 
Maj.  H.  Hannahs, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
I  can  raise  250  mounted  men ;  about  150  reliable  and  100  raw  troops, 
I  would  like  to  have  2o0  good  troops  from  Third  Sub-District  under  a 
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Strict  officer,  and  as  many  of  the  Second  Missouri  State  Militia  as 
possible.  I  find  that  we  can  do  a  good  thing.  1  have  found  where 
those  arms  are  that  were  supposed  to  be  on  Horse  Island.  "We  can 
also  break  up  a  "formidable  organization.  I  cannot  tell  when  I  march 
until  I  find  when  the  company  from  Farmington  will  reach  me.  The 
company  from  Kew  Madrid  and  Charleston  are  marching  here.  Please 
order  the  detachment  at  Pilot  Knob  to  shoe  their  horses  and  be  ready 
to  move  at  a  moment's  notice.  If  you  will  order  the  officer  who  will 
command  them  to  report  to  me  by  telegraph,  I  will  give  him  full 
instructions  as  to  rations,  ammunition,  transportation,  &c.,  also  time 
and  place.    I  think  likely  he  will  require  a  day  or  two  to  shoe  horses. 

J.  B.  KOGEES, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

Saint  Louis,  January  24,  1865. 
Colonel  Rogers, 

Cape  Girardeau  : 

Colonel  Beveridge  has  been  ordered  to  hold  200  mounted  men  ready 
to  march  when  you  order.  Let  your  movements  be  as  quiet  and  secret 
as  possible,  and  when  you  move  telegraph  the  number  of  men  you 
have  and  what  time  you  start.  It  is  reported  that  Dick  Berryman  is 
fitting  out  an  expedition  to  start  for  Missouri  from  Northeastern  Arkan- 
sas. Keep  a  little  watch  of  him.  It  is  not  credited  here,  but  it  is  well 
to  be  prepared  for  him.  Comir,unicate  with  Colonel  Beveridge  at  Pilot 
Knob. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Ewing : 

H.  HANNAHS, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Sub-District, 

Cape  Girardeau,  January  24,  1805. 
General  EwiNa, 

Commanding : 

I  would  like  to  leave  Company  A,  Fiftieth  [Missouri]  Infantry  Vol- 
unteers, at  Charleston,  or  send  another  infantry  company  to  relieve 
them  until  after  this  expedition,  so  I  can  use  the  cavalry  company 
intended  for  there  on  the  expedition.  Lieut.  Robert  Davis,  Company 
F,  Second  Cavalry  Missouri  State  Militia,  is  in  the  city  under  charges. 
I  understood  that  the  charges  were  withdrawn.  If  so,  I  would  like 
to  have  him  ordered  here,  as  I  am  short  of  good  officers. 

J.  B.  EOGEES, 

Colo7iel. 

Special  Orders,  i    Hdqrs.  District  of  North  Missouri, 

No.  19.  )  Macon,  Mo.,  January  24,  1865. 

II.  Maj.  H.  Hilliard,  commanding  detachment  of  Seventeenth  Illinois 
Cavalry  Volunteers,  is  hereby  relieved  from  duty  with  said  detach- 
ment and  will  report  at  once  to  the  commanding  officer  of  his  regi- 
ment, at  Pilot  Knob,  for  duty. 
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IV.  Col.  E.  A.  Kutzner,  Thirty-ninth  Eegiment  Infantry  Missouri 
Volunteers,  having  reported  at  these  headquarters,  in  accordance  with 
provisions  of  paragraph  VII,  Special  Orders,  No.  10,  current  series, 
from  headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri,  for  assignment  to  com- 
mand of  Sub-District  of  Glasgow,  Mo.,  will  at  once  relieve  Maj.  S.  A. 
Garth,  Ninth  Cavalry  Missouri  State  Militia,  in  said  command. 

V.  Captain  McNutt's  company  of  Provisional  (107)  Enrolled  Missouri 
Militia,  Monroe  County,  Mo.,  is  hereby  called  into  active  service,  to  date 
from  December  20, 1864,  since  which  time  the  company  have  oeen  on 
duty. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  B.  Fisk: 

W.  T.  CLAEKE, 
First  Lieutenant,  Aide-de-Gamp,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Patterson,  Mo.,  January  .W,  1865 — 10.50  a.  m. 
Major-General  Dodge, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri: 
I  have  been  thirty  miles  south  of  this  post  and  heard  of  no  force  only 
the  bands  of  guerrillas  reported  by  my  last  scout.  Captain  Bostwicli, 
commanding  at  this  post,  has  a  scout  from  his  command  on  the  Arkan- 
sas line  and  a  number  of  reliable  citizen  scouts  in  Noi'th  Arkansas, 
and  expects  reports  from  them  soon.  I  start  from  here  again  this 
morning. 

W.  J.  MOEBIS. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Kansas, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  January  24, 1865. 
Brigadier-General  Mitchell, 

Omaha  or  Cottonwood: 
How  are  matters  at  Julesburg  and  elsewhere  on  Overland  route? 

S.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  New  Mexico, 

Santa  Fe,  N.  Mex.,  January  24,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  E.  Curtis, 

Comdg.  Department  of  Kansas,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. : 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  Colonel 
Carson's  report*  of  his  fight  with  the  Kiowas  and  Comauches  on  his 
expedition,  as  ordered  by  General  Orders,  No.  32,  of  last  year,  from 
these  headquarters.  Had  General  Blunt  gone  on  to  the  Palo  Duro, 
near  the  scene  of  this  tight,  those  two  tribes  woald  doubtless  have 
received  a  severe  punishment.  I  find  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
guard  the  lines  of  communication  hence  to  the  States  with  the  limited 
lorce  at  my  command  and  at  the  same  time  guard  the  9,000  Indian 
prisoners  I  have,  and  whip  other  hostile  Indians  within  New  Mexico 
and  Arizona.  It  is  simply  impossible  for  me  to  do  it;  therefore,  I  must 
depend  on  your  help  to  this  end.  Permit  me  to  suggest  that  if  you  will 
send  six  companies  of  cavalry  and  two  of  infantry  and  a  section  of 
artillery  via  the  bend  of  the  Arkansas,  near  Walnut  Creek,  to  the  Palo 

•  See  Vol.  XLI,  Part  I,  p.  939. 
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Duro  (there  is  a  fine  road  leading  to  New  Mexico  by  that  route),  and 
there  to  encamp  for  the  summer,  the  cavalry  to  scout,  the  infantry  and 
artillery  to  hold  an  intrenched  camp  with  the  hospital  and  supplies,  the 
efforts  of  the  Oomanches  and  Kiowas  would  be  paralyzed,  for  that  point 
is  in  the  very  heart  of  their  country,  is  easy  of  access,  aud  has  an  abun- 
dance of  fine  wood,  water,  and  grass.  If,  then,  you  would  have  two 
companies  of  infantry  and  four  of  cavalry  at  old  Fort  Atkinson,  twenty- 
six  miles  below  the  Cimarron  Crossing  of  the  Arkansas,  and  two  com- 
panies of  infantry,  one  section  of  artillery,  and  four  companies  of  cav- 
alry at  Fort  Larned,  which  in  all  would  amount  to  one  regiment  of  cav- 
alry, six  companies  of  infantry,  and  two  sections  of  artillery,  I  think 
that  with  what  I  could  do  from  Fort  Union  to  the  crossing  of  the 
Arkansas,  the  route  would  be  rendered  safe  during  the  summer.  I  sug- 
gest what  is  here  written  from  having  some  knowledge  of  the  country 
and  of  the  summer  haunts  of  the  Indians.  I  am  getting  troops  pre- 
pared to  occupy  the  Lower  Cimarron  Springs,  Cold  Spring,  Rabbit  Ear, 
and  Whetstone  Creek.  These  will  furnish  escorts  from  point  to  point 
to  the  crossing  of  the  Arkansas,  a  distance  of  350  miles  from  Fort 
Union.  Unless  what  is  here  suggested  be  done,  and  done  by  the  1st  of 
May  next,  there  will  be  many  lives  sacrificed  and  much  property 
destroyed.  I  beg  that  you  will  furnish  at  least  what  is  here  suggested. 
If  you  know  of  better  points  than  those  named  where  troops  should  be 
placed,  having  these  objects  in  view,  of  course  you  will  place  them 
there.  I  only  offer  the  result  of  my  observation  and  experience  on  the 
road  to  be  guarded,  and  would  not  be  understood  as  desiring  to  influ- 
ence your  own  judgment  in  the  matter.  General  Sumner,  when  in  com- 
mand here,  employed  myself  upon  this  road  for  two  seasons,  which  gave 
me  some  knowledge  of  the  country.  I  inclose  herewith  a  newspaper 
having  paragraph  I  of  Special  Orders,  No.  2,  current  series,  from  these 
headquarters,  by  which  you  will  see  that  troops  are  moving  toward 
Fort  Union  preparatory  to  taking  up  the  positions  upon  the  road  here 
indicated.  The  Government  should  at  once  make  the  continuation  of 
the  telegraph  from  Denver  to  Santa  F^,,  then  we  could  act  in  concert 
aud  produce  lasting  results.  If  I  had  influence  it  should  be  exerted  to 
this  end.  The  proposition  is  self-evident.  Once  you  bring  the  whole 
matter  of  the  good  results  to  be  attained  by  having  telegraphic  com- 
munication with  Santa  Fe,  movements  can  be  combined  and  timed  by 
the  commanders  of  these  two  military  departments  which  must  result 
in  the  total  subjection  of  the  Indians  of  the  plains.  The  economy  of 
such  an  enterprise,  when  considered  in  connection  with  the  cross  pur- 
poses with  which,  for  want  of  rapid  communication  we  now  have  nec- 
essarily to  work,  is  its  principal  recommendation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JAMES  H.  CARLETON, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headqtjakters  Post  Commandant, 

Fort  Bice,  Dal.  Ter.,  January  24, 1805. 
Lieut.  Col.  Edward  P.  Ten  Buoeck, 

Acting  Annistant  Adjutant- General,  Mxtrict  of  lotca  : 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  arrived  at  this  post  from 
Fort  Sully  on  the  21st  instant,  and  found  everything  quiet,     lieceived 
same  date  a  communication  from  Captain  Moreland,  commanding  at 


CHAP.LX.]  COKEESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION.  637 

Fort  Berthold,  a  copy*  of  which  I  inclose.  Of  the  fact  of  the  concen- 
trating of  hostile  Indians  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Berthold,  under  Medi- 
cine Bear  and  the  Man  Who  Strikes  the  Eee,  rejecting  all  overtures  of 
peace  and  being  incited  to  unlawful  acts  and  encouraged  by  presents 
and  munitions  of  war  by  certain  parties,  said  to  be  from  the  Eed  River 
of  the  North,  I  have  already  informed  your  headquarters  some  three 
weeks  since.  Captain  Moreland  does  not  ask  for  assistance;  in  fact,  I 
do  not  know  the  number  or  strength  of  his  garrison.  I  shall  send 
to-morrow  by  two  trusty  Indians  and  open  communication  with  him, 
and  if  he  needs  assistance  shall  send  it.  I  held  a  conference  to-day  with 
Two  Bear  and  The  Shield  and  some  representatives  sent  from  the  Gros 
Ventres  on  the  Little  Missouri  Eiver.  They  came  in  to  hear  what  the 
whites  had  to  say.  They  had  heard  much  before,  but  would  not  believe 
it.  I  told  them  what  was  contained  in  the  general's  letter  of  instruction 
to  me.  On  the  evening  of  the  19th  instant  some  thirty  warriors  from  the 
hostile  camp  below  Berthold  came  down  opposite  the  fort  and  stole 
sixty  horses  from  Two  Bear's  camp.  Sixteen  of  Two  Bear's  young  men 
came  down  from  the  camp  above,  intercepted  them,  and  recovered  most 
of  their  horses.  These  young  men  report  the  following,  the  truth  of 
which  is  vouched  for  by  Two  Bear:  Half-breed  traders  from  the  British 
lines  came  into  the  hostile  camp  below  Berthold  with  ten  sleigh  loads  of 
goods.  They  rode  into  camp  with  the  English  flag  at  their  head  and 
said :  "  This  flag  will  not  be  put  down  for  anybody,  only  for  God 
Almighty.  Those  who  join  us  will  not  get  hurt.  Those  who  join  the 
Americans  will  get  hurt.  We  will  return  the  last  of  the  month  with 
more  powder,  ball,  and  arms,  and  some  Santees,  and  will  take  Fort 
Berthold  and  then  Fort  Kice."  They  then  gave  a  feast  and  presented 
the  Indians  with  five  kegs  of  powder  and  some  sacks  of  bullets  and 
traded  more.  At  the  feast  the  Man  That  Strikes  the  Eee  said :  "  As 
long  as  I  live  I  never  shall  shake  hands  with  the  whites."  Medicine 
Bear  said:  "I  am  the  man  to  make  war  with  the  Americans;  kill  all 
you  can,  I  shall  say  nothing  against  you."  There  are  over  1,500  lodges 
of  Santees  at  Devil's  Lake  and  Mouse  Eiver.  Of  the  hostile  camp 
seventy  lodges  have  quarreled  and  are  starting  down  here  for  i)eace. 
Five  hundred  lodges  of  half-breeds  have  started  for  Fort  Abercrombie 
to  join  the  whites. 

Mr.  F.  T.  Pease,  trader,  whom,  after  I  had  seized  his  powder  and 
ball,  1  i)erhaps  unwisely  allowed  to  proceed  to  Fort  Berthold,  was 
stopped  by  the  Indians  at  the  hostile  camps  above  mentioned.  All  his 
horses,  some  oxen,  and  about  $4,000  worth  of  goods  were  stolen.  His 
life  was  only  saved  by  the  intervention  of  some  of  his  relations.  I  still 
believe  that  the  war  spirit  among  the  Indians  is  broken,  and  that  the 
peace  party  is  yet  predominant,  but  would  again  urgently  request  of 
the  general  commanding  permission  to  break  up  these  trading  parties 
from  the  British  possessions  and  execute  summary  justice  on  the  prin- 
cipals engaged  this  winter.  I  have  no  doubt  but  what  there  is  a  Con- 
federate element  at  work.  And  again  I  repeat  I  fear  the  consequence 
in  the  spring  if  their  influence  is  allowed  to  have  full  sway  with  the 
Indians  this  winter.  I  would  very  respectfully  urge  upon  the  general 
commanding  the  evident  necessity  of  some  more  stringent  rules  and 
regulations  governing  traders  at  different  posts  on  this  river.  There 
are  now  at  Fort  Sully  and  the  camps  immediately  adjoining  some  ten 
unauthorized  petty  traders  who  are  governed  by  no  law  whatever:  also 
here  at  Fort  Berthold  there  are  four  that  are  allowed  to  visit  Indian 
camps  and  trade  promiscuously.    Feeling  the  necessity  of  the  case  at 

*  Not  found. 
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my  own  post,  I  published  General  Orders,  No,  10,  series  of  1864,  vrhich 
I  trust  will  meet  with  the  general's  approval.    The  health  of  this  com- 
mand is  poor — disease  principally  scurvy.    My  supply  of  anti- scorbutics 
is  limited,  but  I  trust  will  be  sufficient  to  soon  check  its  progress. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A,  R.  DIMON, 
Colonel  First  U.  S.  Volunteer  Infantry,  Commanding  Post. 

[First  indoraement.] 

Headquarters  District  of  Iovp^a, 

Davenport,  February  22, 1865. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

I  concur  in  everything  said  in  regard  to  the  evil  effect  of  these  half- 
breeds  of  the  North.  I  have  already  reported  this  matter.  I  also  agree 
in  the  matter  concerning  traders.  Orders  have  been  sent  regulating 
this,  which  I  suppose  Colonel  Dimon  did  not  receive  when  he  wrote 
this. 

ALF.  SULLY, 
Brigadier-  General. 

^Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  March  1, 1865. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Major-Geueral  Pope,  commanding  division, 
for  his  information. 

As  soon  as  the  river  opens  I  design  going  up  to  Saint  Paul  to  make 
personal  observations. 

S.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major- General. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  March  4,  1865. 
Respectfully  forwarded  through  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  chief  of 
staff,  U.  S.  Army. 

It  seems  impossible  to  restore  quiet  among  the  Northwestern  Indians 
until  some  steps  are  taken  to  prevent  interference  of  Enghsh  subjects. 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


City  Point,  Va.,  January  25,  1865—9.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Halleck, 

Washington  : 
General  Reynolds'  dispatch  of  the  14th  instant  is  received.  It  cor- 
responds with  what  were  my  own  views,  but  is  very  far  at  variance 
from  those  expressed  by  General  Steele  and  others  whose  statements 
were  submitted  some  time  since.  It  will  be  well  to  get  from  General 
Reynolds  his  views  of  the  line  that  should  be  taken  up  and  held  next 
spring.  His  views  will  be  given  entirely  independent  of  what  may  be 
said  by  speculators  and  others  interested  in  having  this  and  that  place 
occupied  by  troops. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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Hdqes.  Military  Division  op  West  Mississippi, 

Office  of  the  Chief  Sionai,  Officer, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  25,  1865. 
Lieut.  Ool.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  houor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  information  received  at  this  oflSce  this  25th  day  of 
January,  1865:  A  report  from  Lieut.  George  G.  Curtiss,  Baton  Rouge, 
January  18, 1865,  states  that  be  has  since  last  report  examined  seven 
deserters  and  eighteen  refugees,  from  whom  he  gleans  the  following 
information:  The  rebel  General  Hodge  has  been  exonerated  by  a  court 
of  inquiry  and  reinstated  in  command  of  his  former  district.  General 
Joe  Johnston  was  reported  in  command  of  Hood's  army,  headquarters 
at  Corinth.  This  report  is  confirmed  by  later  ones.  Colonel  Scott's 
command  has  returned  from  the  vicinity  of  Mobile  and  was  last  Satur- 
day (January  14)  at  Woodville,  Miss.  A  colored  refugee  from  Jackson, 
La.,  reports  that  the  rebels  have  stored  in  the  cellar  of  the  insane  asy- 
lum at  that  place  four  boxes  of  arms  and  thirty-three  kegs  of  powder ; 
also  an  iron  safe  containing  a  large  amount  of  specie.  This  negro  was 
the  body  servant  of  the  surgeon  in  charge,  and  assisted  in  placing  these 
articles  in  the  place  indicated.  Col.  Frank  Hatch,  rebel  collector  of 
customs  for  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  lives  with  one  Captain  Gilman, 
about  three  miles  from  Camp  Moore.  At  the  time  of  the  capture  of 
this  city  the  valuable  books  and  papers  were  removed  by  him,  in  part 
to  a  house  in  New  Orleans  and  in  part  to  his  present  residence,  where 
is  a  kind  of  headquarters  for  smugglers  from  New  Orleans.  If  the 
books  and  papers  are  of  sufficient  imi)ortance  Lieutenant  Curtiss,  know- 
ing parties  who  will  assist  him,  thinks  he  can  discover  them  if  ordered 
to  New  Orleans  for  one  or  two  days. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  M.  EATON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi. 

[Indorsement.] 

Hdqks.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  26,  1865. 
Official  copy  respectfully  furnished  the  commanding  general  Depart- 
ment of  the  Gulf  for  his  information  and  with  the  recommendation  that 
Lieutenant  Curtiss  be  ordered  to  this  city  as  herein  suggested. 
By  order  of  Mai.  Gen.  E.  R.  S.  Canby: 

ALFRED  FREDBERG, 
Capt.,  Eightyfourth  U.  8.  Colored  Infty.,  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  25,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  A.  Hurlbut, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Oulf,  New  Orleans,  La.  ; 

Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say  that 
safe-conducts  for  transportation  to  pass  up  Red  River  may  be  granted 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  commanders  of  the  squadron  and  divis- 
ion, or  the  officers  to  whom  this  authority  may  hereafter  be  delegated 
by  either.  I  am  also  directed  to  say  that  salt  in  limited  quantities  for 
family  use  may  be  perinitted. 

C.  T.  CHRISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  General  Dana.) 
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Headquartees  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

New  Orleans,  January  25,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Cameron,  Thibodeausc: 

Tour  telegram  of  this  a.  m.  is  received.*  The  general  hopes  that 
Colonel  Sayles  will  be  able  to  catch  some  of  the  men  who  captured  our 
party  near  Bayou  Goula.  The  horses  of  the  Third  Rhode  Island  Cav- 
alry were  issued  as  serviceable  horses.  The  general  has  never  heard 
any  material  objection  to  them  until  recently.  Have  you  received  the 
dispatch  marked  confidential,  sent  up  to-day. 

FREDERIC  SPEED, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Bock,  January  25, 1865 — 3.20  p.  m. 

(Received  February  3.) 
Maj.  Gen.  K.  J.  T.  DANA, 

Commanding  Department  of  Mississippi,  Memphis: 
Our  expedition  under  Brigadier-General  Carr  left  Pine  Bluff  to-day 
toward  Camden. 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 

Major-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )    Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

No.  20.  ]  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  25,  1865. 

2.  The  garrison  now  at  Hermann  (except  the  post  quartermaster)  will 
march  to  Pilot  Knob  without  delay  and  report  to  Colonel  Beveridge, 
commanding  Third  Sub-District. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Ewing: 

H.  HANNAHS, 
Major  Fiftieth  Missouri  Volunteers  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  January  25,  1865. 
Maj.  H.  Hannahs, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
Please  answer  regarding  troops  at  Charleston  immediately. 

J.  B.  ROGERS, 

Colonel. 


Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

Saint  Louis,  January  25,  1865. 
Colonel  Rogers,  Cape  Girardeau: 

The  company  at  Charleston  may  remain  until  the  expedition  returns, 
when  the  changes  proposed  will  be  made.  Lieutenant  Davis  started 
for  his  command  yesterday. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Ewing: 

H.  HANNAHS, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

*  Seo  p.  62.  ~~ 


Chap.  LX.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  641 

Cape  GikAEDEAU,  January  25, 1865—2.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Dodge: 

The  Second  Arkansas  Cavalry  left  this  post  for  Memphis  on  the  13th 
instant. 

J.  B.  EOGBES, 

Colonel. 


EOLLA,  January  25, 1865. 
Major-General  Dodge: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  scout  from  Maries  County  has  returned 
and  reports  that  there  had  not  been  any  robberies  near  Vienna  or  else- 
where in  the  county,  except  that  fom-  men  stole  a  yoke  of  cattle  and 
two  horses  near  the  line  of  Miller  County  about  a  week  since.  The 
scout  followed  their  tracks  until  the  snow  fell  and  covered  them. 
There  is  another  scout  from  Wayuesville  looking  for  the  thieves,  who 
went  in  the  direction  of  Houston. 

E.  B.  BEOWN, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Headqttartees  District  of  Central  Missouri, 

Warrensburg,  Mo.,  January  25,  1865. 
Maj.  J.  W.  Barnes, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  of  the  Missouri,  St.  Louis,  Mo.: 
Major  :  In  compliance  with  requirement  from  your  headquarters  to 
make  semi-monthly  reports  of  military  operations  and  state  of  affairs 
in  district,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following:  The  only  organ- 
ized force  of  the  enemy  seen  in  the  district  since  the  10th  instant  was 
in  La  Fayette  County.  This  was  a  small  squad  of  about  fifteen,  which 
appeared  in  the  vicinity  of  Lexington.  The  squadron  stationed  at 
Lexington  promptly  attacked  and  scattered  them.  I  sent  heavy  scouts 
to  that  county  and  thoroughly  scattered  it.  A  few  straggling  guerrillas 
were  found,  one  or  two  killed,  and  some  horses  and  equipments  cap- 
tured. 1  found  it  necessary  to  station  an  additional  company  at  Lex- 
ington, which  enables  the  commanding  ofBcer  there  to  hold  the  post 
and  keep  a  scout  continually  moving.  I  have  for  twelve  days  past  kept 
scouts  moving  through  La  Fayette,  Saline,  and  Cooper  Counties.  They 
have  found  no  bands,  only  occasionally  a  straggling  bushman,  which 
indicates  that  there  are  bands  in  the  community.  I  am  satisfied  in  my 
own  mind  that  there  are  rebels  concealed  in  the  river  counties,  awaiting 
the  coming  of  spring,  but  they  are  most  difficult  to  find.  I  will  have 
La  Fayette  thoroughly  searched  in  the  coming  week,  and  will  spare  no 
efforts  to  find  the  haunts  of  the  villains.  I  have  given  special  instruc- 
tions to  officers  scouting  that  county  to  arrest  all  families  against 
whom  evidence  can  be  found  of  their  harboring  or  feeding  guerrillas. 
General  Orders,  No.  7,  current  series,  from  your  headquarters,  is 
received.  My  purpose  is  to  furnish  copies  of  these  orders  to  the  sub- 
district  commanders,  with  instructions  to  have  every  commanding 
officer  of  a  scout  take  a  number  with  him  and  leave  them  at  the  houses 
of  families  resident  in  locality  frequented  by  guerrillas.  The  thorough 
circulation  of  these  orders  through  the  country  will  have,  in  my  opinion, 
a  wonderful  effect.  Either  guerrillas  or  their  aiders  and  abettors  will 
soon  have  to  quit  the  country.    But  how  am  I  to  get  copies  of  these 

41   K  R— VOL  XLVIII,  PT  I 


642  LOUISIANA   AND   THE   TRANS-MISSISSIPPI.  [Chap.  LX. 

orders  to  circulate  ?  I  respectfully  suggest  that  you  have  a  large  num- 
ber forwarded  to  me  for  this  purpose.  Facilities  for  printing  are  very 
poor  in  this  district.  It  is  my  design  to  have  this  order  executed  with 
energy  and  earnestness.  The  disposition  made  of  the  forces  in  the 
Fourth  Sub-District,  Colonel  Harding's,  has  quite  eflectually  routed 
the  small  bands  of  brushmen  annoying  certain  localities  there.  The 
railroad  company  have  the  protection  asked  for,  and  I  presume  are  pro- 
gressing with  their  work.  I  have  received  a  communication  in  form  of 
a  memorial  from  the  representative  Union  men  of  that  county,  repre- 
senting the  wasted,  depopulated  condition  of  that  county,  the  finest 
agricultural  in  the  State,  and  anxious  to  have  foreshadowed  the  policy 
of  the  military  for  repeopling  the  county,  and  for  the  encouragement  of 
agriculture,  husbandry,  &c. ;  to  which  I  replied  at  length,  prescribing 
for  the  cure  of  the  ills  complained  of,  in  accordance  with  the  views  and 
policy  of  the  department  commander,  as  far  as  known  and  as  far  as  I 
was  permitted  to  develop  it.  My  answer  was  satisfactory  to  them,  and 
if  we  are  able  to  organize  one  good  company  of  militia,  properly  offi- 
cered, there,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  make  good  my  promises. 

Since  the  receipt  of  a  communication  from  the  major-general  com- 
manding, expressing  a  desire  to  organize  companies  under  the  militia 
bill  in  process  of  completion  by  the  legislature,  I  have  deferred  organ- 
izing local  companies  until  the  development  of  the  pla;n  so  suggested 
by  the  major-general  commanding.  I  herewith  send  for  your  consider- 
ation an  order  1  had  drawn  on  this  subject,  but  shall  not  act  on  it 
until  so  advised  by  the  major  general.  Delay  in  organizing  these 
home  forces  is  dangerous.  They  should  be  ready  for  action  when 
the  woods  begin  to  grow  green.  There  is  a  source  of  trouble  exist- 
ing in  some  parts  of  the  district  which  I  am  pained  to  mention,  but 
a  sense  of  duty  and  justice  compels  me  to  notice  it.  Self-constituted 
organizations  of  men,  claiming  to  be  Union  men,  many  of  them  dis- 
charged soldiers  or  disbanded  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  are  committing 
most  diabolical  outrages  on  i)eaceable  and  unarmed  citizens.  Often 
they  assume  the  guise  and  deportment  of  bushwhackers  and  go  around 
at  night  robbing  and  pillaging,  and  again,  assuming  the  character  of 
soldiers,  they  exercise  the  right  of  search,  seizure,  and  arrest.  Such 
things  produce  great  terror  and  uneasiness  among  the  people,  and  if 
endured  will  lead  to  all  sorts  of  excess  in  vice,  outlawry,  and  murder. 
A  few  nights  ago  a  party  of  these  brigands,  having  their  rendezvous 
near  Stanton,  Miami  County,  Kans.,  made  a'  descent  on  the  western 
border  of  Henry  County,  pillaged  the  neighborhood,  and  hung  one  man 
till  dead  to  extort  from  him  the  knowledge  of  the  hiding  place  of  his 
money.  The  radical  Union  men  of  that  county,  headed  by  Weaver, 
present  member  of  the  legislature,  visited  these  headquarters  and 
appealed  to  me  to  put  an  end  to  these  things  and  to  authorize  the  citi- 
zens of  the  troubled  neighborhood  to  organize  provisionally  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defending  their  iiresides  and  property  against  these  men.  I 
have  done  so.  The  dealing  with  men  claiming  to  be  loyal  for  depredatin"- 
and  pillaging  done  under  the  specious  pretext  of  hunting  down  buslT 
whackers,  &c.,  is  full  of  delicate  responsibility,  but  I  shall  meet  it  and 
doubt  not  I  shall  be  sustained  by  the  major-general  commanding.  The 
offlcer  of  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  commanding  at  Boonville  seems 
wanting  in  ability  to  administer  the  aiiairs  of  so  large  a  town.  His 
soldiers  are  under  miserable  discipline.  I  will  send  a  company  there  of 
regular  troops,  under  an  officer  that  will  control  matters  for  the  interest 
of  loyalty,  order,  and  peace.  The  plan  for  block-houses  sent  me  has 
been  submitted  to  the.engineer,  and  he  is  having  the  workmen  conform 
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thereto.  The  Gasconade  is  the  boundary  line  'between  this  and  the 
Saint  Louis  District.  "Who  sh  all  have  block-houses  built  there  ?  I  shall 
be  unable  to  do  it  until  1  complete  the  work  begun  at  other  points.  A 
large  portion  of  cavalry,  being  all  Missouri  State  Militia,  are  now  dis- 
mounted in  consequence  of  the  quartermaster's  department  rejecting 
many  horses  for  not  coming  up  to  the  required  standard,  and  others  were 
not  purchased  because  their  value  exceeded  the  ultimatum'which  the 
inspectors  were  authorized  to  pay.  Requisitions  have  been  ordered  to 
be  made  to  remount  the  men,,and  they  should  be  filled.  The  want  of  a 
full  and  competent  corps  of  staff  officers  has  thrown  on  me  a  great 
amount  of  work,  the  effects  of  which  are  telling  on  me.  I  hope  I  may 
soon  have  an  assistant  adjutant- general  and  an  assistant  quartermaster, 
I  am  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  F.  PHILIPS, 
Colonel  Seventh  Cavalry  Missouri  State  Militia,  Gomdg.  District. 


Headquaktees  Fourth  Sub-Distkict, 

District  of  Central  Missouri, 

Kansas  City,  January  25,  1865. 
Col.  J.  F.  Philips, 

Commanding  District  of  Central  Missouri : 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  during  the  month  this 
county  has  been  pretty  thoroughly  scouted  both  by  cavalry  and 
infantry.  Between  Westport  and  Hickman  Mills  a  few  guerrillas  were 
ranging  prior  to  my  occupation  of  those  points.  Since  then  Dan 
Vaughn,  with  five  or  six  men,  has  been  seen  near  New  Santa  Fe.  The 
road  from,  this  place  to  Independence  is  now  safe.  Soldiers  in  uniform 
travel  it  singly  without  interruption.  Guerrillas  have  been  driven  from 
along  tlie  Little  Blue  all  the  way  from  near  High  Grove  to  its  mouth. 
Still,  they  may  return  again.  I  sent  two  companies  of  infantry  down 
onto  the  Sni,  and  thence  upward  to  the  Missouri  Eiver,  having  the 
cavalry  out  in  other  directions  at  the  same  time.  The  result  of  this 
was  to  discover  about  twenty  bushwhackers,  sometimes  together  and 
sometimes  divided.  Only  one  was  killed,  a  Bill  Watson,  residing  in 
the  Pink  Hill  region.  In  fact,  I  do  not  think  it  possible  to  catch  the 
rascals,  except  by  stationing  infantry  near  their  "runways"  to  bush- 
whack them  and  let  the  cavalry  make  the  drive.  What  is  to  be  done 
to  replace  the  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Battalion,  which  I  now  have 
and  which  will  be  mustered  out  early  next  month?  Are  detailed 
instructions  to  carry  out  General  Dodge's  General  Orders,  No.  7,  current 
series,  to  be  sent  to  sub-district  commanders?  Can  you  not  procure 
the  requisite  order  to  have  my  four  companies  now  stationed  at  Saint 
Joseph  sent  to  me?  If  I  am  to  protect  the  railroad  line  I  shall  need 
them. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHESTER  HAEDING,  Jr., 

Colonel,  Commanding  Sub-District. 


Hdqes.  Co.  H,  Seventh  Cav.  Missouri  State  Militia, 

Warrenshurg,  Mo.,  January  25, 1865. 
Col.  John  F.  Philips, 

Commanding  District  of  Central  Missouri: 
Colonel:  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  statement  connected 
with  the  killing  of  Allen  McEeyuolds :  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Grain  with 
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a  portion  of  tbe  command  to  proceed  to  Grand  Pass  Churcli,  some  six 
miles  east  of  Waverly,  and  to  remain  there  until  joined  by  me.  While 
there  he  sent  two  men  of  his  command  to  the  house  of  Allen  McEey- 
nolds  to  get  something  to  eat  and  to  palm  themselves  off  as  bushwhack- 
ers, which  they  did  successfully.  While  there  McReynolds  told  them 
he  was  willing  to  feed  them  and  aid  them  in  any  way  he  could,  but 
declined  to  carry  provisions  to  the  brush  for  fear  of  being  caught  and 
killed  by  the  Federals.  He  also  informed  them  that  they  were  unsafe 
where  they  were,  as  squadrons  of  Federal  troops  had  left  Warreusburg, 
Sedalia,  and  Marshall  the  day  before  to  thoroughly  scout  the  country 
thereabouts,  and  to  then  concentrate  at  Miami.  He  also  advised  them  to 
proceed  to  one  Tracy's  for  safety  and  security,  it  being  an  out-of-the-way 
place  and  where  Federal  scouts  seldom  traveled;  that  he  (Tracy)  had 
plenty  of  forage  and  would  take  pleasure  in  entertaining  them.  When 
the  command  were  through  feeding,  Lieutenant  Grain  arrested  McRey- 
nolds and  brought  him  out  to  the  command.  Soon  after  I  joined  them ; 
heard  the  evidence  above  given,  which  he  (McReynolds)  acknowledged, 
as  also  to  the  fact  that  Quantrill  and  band  had  stopped  with  him  sev- 
eral times,  and  other  bands  of  bushwhackers  which  he  had  never 
reported  to  the  Federal  authorities.  On  consultation  with  the  squadron 
commanders  (Captain  Hamblin  and  Lieutenant  Grain)  it  was  decided  to 
execute  McReynolds,  which  was  carried.out  under  my  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  M.  BOX, 

Captain  Company  E,  Seventh  Cavalry  Missouri  State  Militia. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missotjbi, 

Saint  Louis,  February  4,  1865. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Gol.  John  F.  Philips,  commanding  District 
of  Central  Missouri,  for  a  full  statement  of  this  case. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Dodge : 

D.  G.  SWAIM, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  District  of  Central  Missouri, 

Warrensburfi,  February  8,  1865. 

Respectfully  returned  to  headquarters  Department  of  tbe  Missouri 
and  attention  invited  to  inclosed  reports. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  McReynolds  was  an  intense  rebel,  and  that  he 
wore  the  cloak  of  loyalty  as  a  disguise  under  which  he  was  secretly 
engaged  in.  the  meanest  acts  of  treason,  giving  succor,  information, 
food,  and  encouragement  to  bushwhackers.  The  entire  community 
where  he  lived  were  confirmed  secessionists,  and  whether  from  the 
effects  of  early  associations  or  existing  sympathy,  the  fact  is  notorious 
that  bushwhackers  frequented,  or  habitually  traversed  that  neighbor- 
hood, and  its  citizens  made  no  effort  to  destroy  or  get  rid  of  these 
pestilential  outlaws,  and  when  so  prominent  a  member  of  that  com- 
munityas  Allen  McReynolds  confessed  his  support  of  and  adhesion  to 
these  bands  in  the  face  of  his  sworn  allegiance,  and  in  view  of  the 
terrible  outrages  so  recently  committed  by  guerrillas,  it  was  beyond  all 
endurance  and  it  was  deemed  a  necessity  to  teach  this  community  and 
its  like  a  warning  lesson  by  executing  summarily  the  chief  among  its 
citizens. 

JNO.  P.  PHILIPS, 
Colonel  Seventh  Cavalry  Missouri  State  Militia,  Comdg.  District, 
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[Third  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

iSaint  Louis,  February  19, 1865. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 
I  gave  this  matter  a  thorough  investigation  at  the  time,  and  as  it 
was  clearly  proven  that  McKeynolds  defiantly  and  openly  assisted 
bushwhackers  under  a  guise  that  deceived  us,  I  took  no  action,  though 
1  do  not  approve  of  unlawful  acts.  This  was  done  by  an  ofiQcer,  and 
such  things  sometimes  tend  to  bad  results.  I  have  given  such  orders 
as  will  prohibit  any  such  action  recurring.  Hereafter  men  caught  in 
arms  will  have  no  mercy  shown  them. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

Abjutant-General's  Office, 

February  25,  1865. 
BespectfuUy  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

W.  A.  NICHOLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  District  of  North  Missouri, 

No.  20.  ]  Macon,  Mo.,  January  25,  1865. 

•  *««*** 

II.  Companies  F,  G,  K,  and  L,  Tldrd  Cavalry  Missouri  State  Militia, 
having  been  ordered  to  tliis  post  for  the  purpose  of  being  mustered  out 
of  service,  the  commanding  officer  of  each  company  will  immediately 
turn  over  all  Government  proper|ty  in  his  possession  to  proper  staff 
officers.  Ordnance  and  ordnance  stores-  to  Capt.  J.  A.  Adams,  acting 
district  ordnance  officer,  and  quartermaster  property  to  Lieut.  C.  G. 
Holme,  post  quartermaster,  Macon,  Mo. 

IV.  Commanding  officer  Company  I,  Third  Cavalry  Missouri  State 
Militia,  will  proceed  at  once  with  his  command  to'Weston,  Mo.,  report- 
ing on  his  arrival  at  that  place  to  Lieut.  Col.  H.  M.  Matthews,  com- 
manding Sub-District  of  Platte,  for  duty.  Quartermaster's  department 
will  furnish  transportation  for  dismounted  men  and  company  property. 
******* 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  B.  Fisk : 

W.  T.  CLARKE, 
First  Lieutenant,  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Kansas, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  January  25,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Dispatch  received.    Our  troops  repulsed  attack  on  Julesburg  two 
weeks  ago,  and  au  expedition  is  seven  days  out  from  Cottonwood  hunt- 
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ing  down  Indians.  They  stole  300  head  of  cattle  near  Alkali  Station 
recently.  Otherwise,  nothing  important  on  either  route  since  I  wrote 
you.    Station  will  be  strengthened  again  when  troops  return  from 

^"■^'^'*-  S.  E.  CURTIS,  . 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Omaha,  January  25,  1865. 

Maj.  C.  S.  Charlot, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fort  Leavenworth: 
General  Mitchell  left  the  road  at  Morrow's  Ranch  on  the  16th  instant, 
going  southeast  with  expedition.  Have  had  no  communication  with 
him  since  that  date.  Ou.the  19th  Indians  drove  off  300  head  of  cattle 
near  Alkali.  Indians,  estimated  from  70  to  100  lodges,  crossed  the 
Platte,  going  north. 


•Respectfully, 


JNO.  PRATT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )       Hdqrs.  Dist.  op  Upper  Arkansas, 

No.  1.  )  Fort  Riley,  Kans.,  January  25,  1865. 

1.  Pirst  Lieut.  Robert  S.  Roe,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry,  is  hereby 
relieved  from, duty  as.  acting  assistant  adjutant-general  at  these  head- 
quarters. 

2.  Second  Lieut.  J.  E.  Tappan,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry,  is  hereby 
announced  as  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  District  of  Upper 
Arkansas.     All  communications  will  be  addressed  to  him  accordingly. 

By  command  of  CoJ.  James  H.  Ford: 

J.  E.  TAPPAK, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Minnesota, 

Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  January  25,  1865. 
Maj.  J.  P.  Meline, 

A.  A.  A.  G.,  Hdcfrs.  Bept.  of  the  Northicest,  Milicaukee,  Wis.: 

Major  :  I  respecttully  inclose  herewith  copy  of  a  communication  from 
Special  Agent  Brown,  dated  Fort  Wadsworth,  9th  instant,  stating  the 
condition  of  affairs  amoug'the  upper  bands  of  Sioux  Indians  within  this 
district.  There  are-now  nearly  seventy  lodges  of  the  Sissetous  in  the 
friendly  camp  on  the  James  River,  and  they  are  kept  under*  military 
surveillance,  keep  out  regular  guards  of  their  own  people,  and  make 
regular  reports  through  Scout  Gabriel  Renville,  who  has  general  direc- 
tion of  the  camp,  to  the  commanding  officer  of  Fort  Wadsworth.  The 
number  of  lodges  will  be  increased,  as  you  will  perceive,  to  nearly  200 
by  the  opening  of  si)ring,  unless,  indeed,  the  British  traders  and  half- 
breeds  shall  succeed  in  deterring  those  now  on  their  way  down  from 
surrendering  themselves,  by  the  reiteration  of  the  falsehoods  that  they 
will  be  punished  if  they  do  so.  This  augmenting  force  of  friendly 
Indians  can  be  made  available  to  intercept  raiding  parties  from  the 
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hostile  camps  on  their  way  to  the  settlements,  as  the  feeling  of  enmity 
between  the  Indians  disposed  to  resume  their  friendly  relations  with 
the  Government  and  those  determined  upon  a  continuance  of  the  war 
is  becoming  more  and  more  bitter,  and,  indeed,  relentless, 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  SIBLEY, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

[Inolosnre.] 

Special  Military  Agency, 
Fort  Wadsworth,  Dak.  Ter.,  January  9, 1865. 
Maj.  R.  H.  Rose, 

Commanding  : 
Sir:  On  the  evening  of  the  7th  instant  the  son  of  the  Standing 
Soldier  with  another  young  man  came  in  from  Buffalo  Fish  Lake,  at 
which  place  four  lodges  of  friendly  Sissetons  have  arrived  from  Devil's 
Lake.  These  messengers  inform  me  that  they  left  Devil's  Lake  about 
a  month  ago  and  came  down  the  Cheyenne  leisurely,  as  they  were  com- 
pelled to  hunt  for  subsistence.  There  were  no  bufialo  at  Devil's  Lake, 
and  they  killed  but  four  on  their  way  down.  They  think  the  buffalo 
are  west  of  the  James  River.  These  messengers  confirm  the  report 
that  there  are  about  100  lodges  of  friendly  Sissetons  at  Devil's  Lake 
that  will  be  down  early  in  the  spring  to  surrender  themselves  and  join 
their  chiefs  who  have  already  come  in  and  are  now  at  the  scouts'  camp 
on  the  James  Eiver,  As  these  Sissetons  are  without  buffalo  it  is  prob- 
able they  will  start  down  early  (say  in  February),  and  will  probably  be 
down  as  low  as  the  Bear's  Lodge  early  in  March,  if  not  the  latter  part 
of  February.  I  propose  to  send  Paul  and  the  Scarlet  Plume  to  tbe 
Bear's  Lodge  the  last  of  February  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  camp  from 
above,  to  quiet  the  fears  of  the  Indians  and  take  them  direct  to  tbe 
scouts'  camp.  I  am  confirmed  in  the  necessity  of  this  course  from  the 
apprehensions  of  the  messengers  just  arrived.  They  were  by  no  means 
satisfied  that  they  would  not  be  taken  and  lodged  with  Curritonka  on 
their  arrival.  That  fate  was  predicted  before  they  left  Devil's  Lake, 
and  they  were  strongly  urged  to  remain  where  they  were.  As  soon  as 
the  Indians  have  provided  meat  to  leave  with  their  families,  I  propose 
sending  three  or  four  good  men  from  the  James  River  camp  (say  about 
the  1st  of  February)  to  visit  the  camp  at  Devil's  Lake  and  disabuse  the 
Indians  in  regard  to  the  punishment  which  the  Red  River  half  breeds 
assure  them  will  be  iniiicted  upon  them  when  they  are  once  within  the 
power  of  the  authorities  here.  I  fear  that  unless  this  is  done  the 
Indians  may  be  so  far  imposed  upon  as  to  prevent  their  coming  down, 
which  is  a  matter  of  importance  to  the  Red  River  traders,  of  whom 
there  are  quite  a  number  now  trading  at  Devil's  Lake.  These  messen- 
gers report  that  the  Standing  Buffalo  braced  up  his  courage  to  a  pitch 
that  enabled  him  to  reach  the  end  of  the  woods  on  the  James  some 
time  since  on  his  way  to  this  post.  Upon  his  arrival  there,  he  began  to 
reflect  upon  the  dangers  upon  which  he  was  advancing,  and  he 
expressed  some  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of  pursuing  the  journey  ho 
had  undertaken  until  he  could  obtain  tbe  latest  news  from  this  part  of 
the  country,  and  for  that  purpose  he  visited  Devil's  Lake,  which  visit 
resulted  in  his  returning  in  great  haste  to  his  camp  on  the  Mouse  River. 
The  latest  intelligence  these  messengers  have  from  Turtle  Mountain  is 
that  there  are  a  few  more  than  100  lodges  of  Medawakantons  and 
Wahpetons  encamped  there.      The  remainder  of  the  hostile  Indians 
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are  on  the  Mouse,  Assiuaboiue,  and  Missouri  Eivers.  The  camp  on 
the  Turtle  Mountain  is  said  to  be  in  an  absolute  state  of  destitution, 
the  rabbits  furnishing  their  food  and  clothing.  When  these  messen- 
gers return  to  their  camp  I  will  direct  their  moving  to  the  James 
Kiver  instead  of  coming  in  here. 

ItespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  BROWN, 
Major  and  Special  Military  Agent. 


Hdqes.  Military  Division  op  West  Mississippi, 

Office  of  the  Assistant  Inspector-General, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  2G,  J8G5. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the 
major-general  commanding,  the  following  extracts  from  the  report  of 
the  assistant  inspector-general,  U.  3.  forces  at  Kennerville,  La.: 

On  the  20th  iostant  the  force  consisted  of  four  brigades  of  infantry,  numbering 
nineteen  regiments  and  four  batteries  of  artillery.  The  command  is  encamped  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  river  at  Kenner,  La.,  in  consecutive  order,  by  brigades,  Ibe 
first  occupying  the  iarthest  position  up  the  river.  The  ground  is  natnrally  exceed- 
ingly flat,  low,  and  damp,  and  the  violent  and  continued  rain-storms  that  have 
prevailed  since  the  arrival  of  the  troops  have  so  softened  it  that  with  the  little 
drainage  the  whole  Hurface  is  transferred  to  yielding  mud,  greatly  increasing  the 
difficulties  of  transportation,  and  almost  annulling  the  usual  requirements  of  troops 
in  military  drills  and  exercises.  The  sick  report  has  greatly  increased  since  the 
arrival  of  the  troops  at  this  point,  though  the  prevailing  complaints  are  not  of  a 
seu'iiis  nature.  The  men  are  generally  well  provided  with  tents  and  camp  equipage, 
though  a  large  proportion  of  these  supplies  have  been  greatly  damaged  by  lield  serv- 
ice. Tlie  worthless  articles  are  being  rapidly  condemned  and  replaced.  The  hos- 
pital dejiartuient  is  well  supplied  and  cared  for,  the  sick  requiring  extra  attention 
being  forwarded  to  the  hospitals  in  New  Orleans.  The  ambulances  are  in  good  con- 
dition and  number  about  forty,  and  an  efficient  ambulance  corps  is  being  organized. 
The  ijuartermaster's  and  commissary  departments  are  well  and  promptly  supplied. 
There  are  no  depots  at  the  post,  for  want  of  proper  acconiniodation,s,  and  everything 
is  brought  up  ftoni  New  Orleans.  If  the  camp  continues  here  I  think  it  advisable  to 
erect  depots,  however  temporary,  to  avoid  delay  in  important  cases,  as  stores  can- 
not be  kept  on  hand  here  without  exposure  to  the  weatlier.  The  transportation  in 
the  command  amonnts  to  147  wagons  and  938  mules,  which  is  now  being  distributed 
in  accordance  with  general  orders  from  tliese  headquarters,  and  will  allow  about 
seven  wagons  to  a  regiment  and  two  to  a  battery.  The  discipline  is  generally  good. 
The  men  are  respectful,  tractable,  and  obedient^  and  the  morale,  already  favorable, 
would,  with  a  compact  orgaui/.atiou  of  the  coininand  and  the  routine  of  drills  and 
military  instruction,  become  excellent.  I'he  arjiis  are  generally  in  good,  serviceable 
condition,  except  in  the  regiments  armed  with  Eulield  rifles,  a  larger  proportion  of 
which  rifles  are  found  unserviceable  than  in  the  same  number  of  Springfield  mus- 
kets. Accouterments  are  generally  in  good  order.  There  are  deficiencies  in  some 
regiments  arising  from  the  wear  and  tear  of  service  and  not  being  timely  replaced. 
These  are  being  rapidly  filled  by  requisitions.  Ammunition  is  of  good  quality  and 
well  supplied.  The  horses  of  the  artillery  .are  in  good  condition,  well  fed,  groomed 
and  cared  for.  lu  general,  it  may  be  said"  that  tlio  condition  of  tliocoimnand  is  ordi- 
narily good  and  efficient.  It  is  rapidly  being  supplied  and  refitted  with  what  is 
necessary,  although  such  deficiencies  are  unusually  great.  Its  general  health  is 
good,  and  although  the  troops  are  not  now  in  a  lit  condition  for  a  long  campaign 
they  are  rapidly  approaching  such  condition,  though  the  nnusnally  wet  weather  and 
bad  condition  of  the  camps  and  roads  have  much  interfered  and  delayed  the  results 
sought. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  WILSON, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Inspector-General. 
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Hdqes.  Dist.  of  W.  Florida  and  S.  Alabama, 

East  Pascagoula,  Miss.,  January  26, 1865. 

Brigadier-General  Andrews, 

Commanding : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  the  Military  Division  of 
West  Mississippi  desires  to  concentrate  the  whole  of  your  brigade  at 
Pensacola  with  a  view  to  the  organization  of  the  division  you  are  to 
command.  You  will  therefore  proceed  at  once  to  Barrancas,  Fla.,  and 
disembark  your  command,  immediately  thereupon  ordering  all  your 
transports  that  can  come  into  the  sound  to  report  to  me  at  this  place. 
The  detached  regiments  of  your  brigade.  Sixty-ninth  Indiana  and 
Ninety-seventh  Illinois,  will  be  ordered  to  you  as  soon  as  transportation 
is  furnished. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

G.  GRANGEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headqtjaeters  La  Foitbche  District, 

Thihodeaux,  La.,  January  2G,  1865. 
Col.  W.  Satles, 

Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry,  Donaldsonville  ; 
(Through  General  Cameron.) 
It  is  very  ijcaportant  that  the  cavalry  and  infantry  arrive  at  Bayou 
Goula  about  the  same  time  on  the  appointed  day.  General  Sherman 
directs  that  you  telegraph  to  Bonnet  Carr6  the  time  you  will  be  there, 
so  that  the  infantry  will  regulate  themselves  accordingly.  Acknowl- 
edge receipt. 

FEEDBEIG  SPEED, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  January  26, 1865.. 

Major-General  Eetnolds, 

Little  Itocl:,  Ark.: 
General  Grant  wishes  you  to  report  your  views  in  regard  to  the  line 
which  should  be  held  and  occupied  next  spring  by  the  troops  in  your 
department,  and  also  the  number  and  character  of  the  troops  required 
for  such  occupation.  The  abandonment  of  Helena  has  been  recom- 
mended by  inspecting  oflBcers,  both  on  account  of  its  unimportance  and 

its  unhealthiness.  „ 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Special  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Department  op  Arkansas, 

IJ^o.  24.  )  Little  Rock,  Ark,,  January  26, 1865. 

5.  The  commanding  of&cer  in  charge  of  detachment  of  First  Iowa 
Cavalry  Volunteers,  now  at  this  post,  will  proceed  with  the  detach 
ment  and  horses,  stores,  and  equipage  of  the  regiment  to  Memphis, 
Term.,  reporting  on  arrival  to  Major-General  Dana,  commandmg  Depart- 
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ment  of  Mississippi.  All  officers  and  men  of  this  regiment  in  this 
department  will  accompany  this  detachment.  The  quartermaster's 
department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

By  command  of  Mai.  Gen.  J.  J.  RejTiolds: 

JOHN  LEVEEING, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Pine  Bluff,  Aek.,  January  26,  1865 — 8.30  a.  m. 

Maj.  John  Leveeing, 

Asst,  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  Bept.  of  Arkansas,  Little  Eock,  ArTc,: 
My  command  is  all  on  the  road,  except  the  Pine  Bluff  brigade,  which 
is  to  form  the  rear  guard.  It  consists  of  582  infantry,  157  cavalry,  and 
2  pieces  of  artillery  (James  rifles).  General  Clayton  turned  out  more 
than  he  at  first  thought  he  could  spare.  My  whole  command  consists 
of  2,459  infantry,  1,060  cavalry,  and  6  pieces.  Total  infantry  and  cav- 
alry 3,519.  Number  of  men  with  artillery  not  reported,  but  a  full 
complement  for  the  guns. 
EespectfuUy, 

E.  A.  CAEE, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquakteks  Department  op  Arkansas, 

Little  Rock,  Ark.,  Janvury  26, 1865. 
Maj  or- General  Dana, 

Memphis,  Tenn. : 
About  ten  days  since  McGray  ordered  two  captains  of  his  command, 
then  at  home  about  Batesville,  to  report  to  Colonel  Lyles,  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Bottom,  near  Memphis,  on  the  22d  of  this  mouth.  The  order 
stated  that  he  wanted  none  but  young,  able  bodied  men,  and  400  was 
the  number  required.  It  is  reported  in  his  command  that  2,000  stand 
of  arms  are  in  waiting  to  be  taken  across  the  Mississippi  Eiver  at  or 
near  Buck  Island.  The  arms  crossed  in  July  last  were  crossed  at  that 
place.  He  has  told  his  men  that  he  has  suificient  cotton  to  clothe  his 
wliole  command,  and  that  he  has  arrangements  made  to  get  the  cloth- 
ing. The  cotton  is  supposed  to  be  in  the  Mississippi  Bottom,  most  prob- 
ably in  the  vicinity  of  Island  No.  40.  Island  No.  40  is  a  point  for  smug- 
gling. My  informant  states  that  he  has  seen  in  the  last  few  months 
fifty  or  sixty  barrels  of  salt  which  were  procured  at  that  place,  and  is 
satisfied  that  several  hundred  barrels  have  been  procured  by  rebels  from 
that  place  during  the  period  above  named.  James  Henderson,  now  liv- 
ing at  Cottonwood  Point,  some  twenty  miles  above  Memphis,  is  a  smug- 
gler and  partner  of  John  Gridler,  who  recently  escaped  custody  at  Saint 
Louis,  and  may  be  concerned  in  some  way  with  the  cotton  and  arms. 
Gridler  is  now  in  this  State;  was  not  long  since  at  Hopefleld  (opposite 
Memphis),  and  procured  a  pair  of  boots  which  were  brought  across  the 
river  for  him.  There  is  a  man  by  the  name  of  Thompson  at  Hopefleld 
who  is  engaged  in  getting  salt  from  Memphis  and  selling  it  to  rebels. 
Eeves,  with  about  400  men,  is  now  in  the  neighborhood  of  New  Madrid 
Mo.  D.  C.  Cross,  of  this  State,  spends  much  of  his  time  in  Memphis 
and  assists  in  smuggling.  He  lives  on  Crowley's  Eidge,  and  guerrilla 
chiefs  not  unfrequently  make  his  house  their  headquarters.    William 
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Oikin,  who  formerly  lived  at  Batesville,  in  this  State,  has  recently 
moved  into  the  Mississippi  Bottom,  near  Memphis.  He  is  frequently  in 
that  place,  and  there  are  good  reasons  for  believing  that  he  is  in  part- 
nership with  those  i^lio  are  smuggling  from  that  place, 

J.  J.  KEYNOLDS, 

Major-  General, 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  District  op  West  Tennessee, 

No.  24.  )  Memphis,  Tenn.,  January  2li,  1865. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  A.  L.  Chetlain,  ^.  S.  Volunteers,  having  reported  to 
these  headquarters  for  duty  in  accordance  with  Special  Field  Orders, 
No.  5,  from  the  Secretary  of  War  (L.  Thomas,  Adjutant-General),  dated 
Louisville,  Ky.,  January  18,  1865,  is  hereby  assigned  to  the  command 
of  the  Post  and  Defenses  of  Memphis.  He  will  receive  instructions 
from  these  headquarters. 

•  *  #  »  »  #  # 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Veatch : 

E.  G.  OUETIS, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Post  and  Defenses  op  Memphis, 
No.  1.  )  Memphis,  Tenn.,  January  20, 1865. 

In  pursuance  of  paragraph.  I,  Special  Orders,  No.  24,  dated  head- 
quarters District  of  West  Tennessee,  January  2G,  1865, 1  hereby  assume 
command  of  the  Post  and  Defenses  of  Memphis.  All  previous  orders 
froni'these  headquarters  will  remain  in  force,  and  the  present  staff  will 
continue  on  duty  as  heretofore.  All  comminiications  for  these  head- 
quarters will  be  addressed  to  Lieut.  John  S.  Lord,  acting  assistant 
adj  utant-general. 

A.  L.  CHETLAIN, 
Brigadier-General,   U.  8.  Volunteers. 


Special  Orders,  ')  Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 

^  Department  of  Mississippi, 

No.  12.  )  Memphis,  Tenn.,  January  26, 1865. 

I.  The  Fourth  Illinois  Volunteer  Cavalry  is  hereby  temporarily 
detached  from  the  Third  Brigade,  and  will  report  to  the  commanding 
oflicer  Cavalry  Division  for  duty,  as  provost  guard  and  pioneer  corps 
for  the  present  expedition.  The  commanding  oificer  Fourth  Illinois 
Cavalry  will  cause  his  quartermaster  to  receipt  to  Lieutenant  Whiting, 
acting  assistant  quartermaster,  Cavalry  Division,  for  all  pioneer  imple- 
ments in  his  possession. 

By  order  of  Col.  B.  D.  Osband: 

JAMES  H.  S,  LOWES, 
First  Lieut,  7th  Ind.  Cav.,  and  Acty.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  of  Cav.  Biv. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  January  26, 1865. 
Major-General  Dodge, 

Saint  Louis: 
The  Forty-fifth  Missouri  Infantry  has  been  ordered  to  Saint  Louis  for 
reorganization.  Any  forces  you  can  spare  from  your  department  should 
be  immediately  sent  to  New  Orleans  for  a  wi'iter  campaign.  There  can 
be  no  danger  of  rebel  raids  in  Missouri  during  the  winter,  and  by  spring 
we  can  give  you  other  troops  if  required. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  January  36, 1865. 
Maj.  H.  Hannahs, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

It  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  really  necessary  to  keep  a  company  at  Farm- 
ington.  Captain  Louergan  thinks  it  is  the  loyal  citizens  of  Farmingtou 
and  vicinity  lately  petitioned  to  have  a  company  remain  there,  saying 
it  is  necessary  for  their  protection.  The  company  has  quarters  and 
stables  there  which  are  wanting  here. 

JOHN  L.  BEVERIDGE, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Pilot  Knob,  January  26,  1865. 
Colonel  Rogers, 

Cape  Girardeau: 

My  forces  will  concentrate  at  Patterson,  and  if  there  is  no  necessity 
for  going  to  Greenville  they  will  move  to  the  right  of  Greenville  to  Ash 
Hill,  being  a  nearer  and  better  route. 

JOHN  L.  BEVERIDGE, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Pilot  Knob,  January  26, 1865. 
Maj.  H.  Hannahs, 

Actina  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.: 
The  scout  from  Patterson  into  Oregon  County  has  returned.    Killed 
seven  bushwhackers.    Could  learu  nothing  definite  about  any  force 
<:qncentratiug  below. 

JOHN,  L.  BEVERIDGE, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Patterson,  January  26, 1865. 
Colonel  Beveeidge, 

Pilot  Knob : 
The  scouts  that  went  to  Alton,  in  Oregon  County,  have  just  returned. 
All  well-    Killed  seven  bushwhackers.    Left  Captain  Austin  at  Eleven 
Points  Creek.    Learned  nothing  definite  about  any  force  concentrating 
below. 

R.  BAKER, 
Captain,  Commanding. 
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Special  Orders,  )       Headquarters  District  of  Eolla, 

No.  22.  I  Holla,  Mo.,  January  26, 1865. 

*  *       .  m  «  *  *  « 

2.  Capt.  William  Monks,  commanding  Company  K,  Sixteenth  Cav- 
alry Missouri  Volunteers,  will  immediately  on  receipt  of  this  order 
move  with  his  command,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  to  Houston, 
Texas  County,  Mo.  On  arriving  at  Houston,  Captain  Monks  will  at 
once  proceed  to  construct,  under  the  direction  of  Maj.  O.  P.  Newberry, 
Fifth  Cavalry  Missouri  State  Militia,  a  stockade  fort  for  the  protection 
of  the  troops  against  surprise. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Brown : 

J.  H.  STEGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Leavenworth,  Kans.,  January  26, 1865. 

(Eeceived  6  p.  m,) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Haxleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  troops  have  returned  to  Overland  route  without  finding  Indians. 
Colonel  Livingston,  who  commanded,  says  the  route  is  all  clear  and 
mails  should  run  through,  as  we  are  again  ready  to  furnish  escort. 

S.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  District  op  Upper  Arkansas, 

No.  18.  )  Fort  Riley,  Kans.,  January  26, 1865. 

1.  The  commanding  officer  Company  D,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry, 
will  report  with  his  company  for  duty  to  the  commanding  officer  Fort 
Riley,  Kans. 

By  order  of  Col.  James  H.  Ford : 

J.  E.  TAPPAN, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

No.  27.  J  New  Orleans,  La.,  January  27,  1865. 

•  ##»«*# 

3.  The  following  batteries  of  light  artillery,  now  under  the  command 
of  the  chief  of  artillery  and  ordnance,  Military  Division  of  West  Missis- 
sippi, will  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  F.  Steele  for  assignment  to  duty  with 
the  troops  under  his  command  at  Kenner,  La.,  viz:  The  Second  Con- 
necticut, the  Second,  Fourth,  Seventh,  and  Fifteenth  Massachusetts, 
the  Twenty-first  and  Twenty-sixth  New  York,  the  First  Indiana  and 
Seventeenth  Ohio  Batteries.  The  major-general  commanding  at  Ken- 
ner will  cause  these  batteries  to  be  carefully  inspected,  their  deficiencies 
ascertained,  and  the  whole  put  in  thorough  condition  for  immediate  and 
active  field  service. 

#♦«**»* 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  R.  S.  Canby: 

0.  T.  OHEISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Special  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Department  op  the  Gtjlf, 

No.  27.  )  New  Orleans,  January  27,  1865. 

m  *****  * 

9.  The  detactment  of  the  First  Texas  Cavalry  now  at  Brazos  San- 
tiago, Tex.,  will  without  delay  proceed  to  Baton  Bouge,  La.,  and  rejoin 
the  remainder  of  the  regiment  at  that  post.  All  Government  horses 
with  this  detachment  will  be  turned  in  to  the  post  quartermaster  at 
Brazos  Santiago.  The  quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  the 
necessary  transportation. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Hurlbut: 

G.  S.  SARGENT, 
First  Lieut.,  Second  Louisiana  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst,  Adjt.  Gen. 


Fort  Pike,  January  27,  1865. 

(Received  5.10  p.  m.) 
Oapt.  Frederic  Speed, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Nero  Orleans: 
There  is  one  armed  launch  in  Jordan  River.     They  came  down  as  far 
as  Bay  Saint  Louis  on  Saturday  evening.     I  send  the  reports  I  have  of 
the  matter  by  first  conveyance. 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  G.  HALL, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 


Bayotj  Goula,  January  27,  1865. 

(Received  2  p.  m,  28th.) 
Capt.  Frederic  Speed  : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  place  at  3 
p.m.  to-day  with  five  companies  of  my  own  regiment.  I  liave  encamped 
my  command  in  the  village,  and  shall  to-morrow  proceed  to  complete 
your  instructions.  1  found  on  my  arrival  here  Major  Hatch,  Eightieth 
U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  with  five  companies  of  his  regiment  on  board 
the  steamer  Iberville.  The  strength  of  the  command  is:  Third  Rhode 
Island  Cavalry,  2  field  officers,  1  adjutant,  G  line  officers,  1G2  enlisted 
men;  Eightieth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  1  field  officer,  2  staff  officers, 
8  line  officers,  339  enlisted  men.  Please  state  whetlier  the  couriers 
between  this  post  and  Donaldsonville  are  to  be  furnished  from  my  com- 
mand exclusively.  Lieutenant  Miles,  of  the  engineers,  joined  me  at 
Donaldsonville. 

Respectfully, 

WILLARD  SATLES, 
Colonel  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry,  Commanding. 

[Indorsemeiit.J 

Colonel  Sayles  should  furnish  his  own  couriers.  It  was  expected 
that  his  cavalry  force  would  be  much  larger  than  he  reports  it 

T.  W.  SHERMAN. 
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Headquaktees  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

New  Orleans,  January  27, 1865. 
Oomkanding  Officer  Bonnet  Carr6: 

Brigadier-General  Sherman  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  report  of  the  23d  instant,  and  to  say  to  you  that  this  report  sliows, 
if  anything,  that  the  picket- post  was  attacked  from  below,  and  it  is 
understood  that  there  were  no  pickets  or  sentinels  below  the  statiou  to 
guard  its  approach.  This  lesson,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  advantageous. 
Tliese  picket  stations  will  hereafter  be  visited  daily  by  an  officer,  and 
a  daily  report  made  to  the  commanding  officer.  A  further  reconuais- 
sance  will  be  made  of  the  topography  of  this  country,  and  pickets  be 
placed  wherever  they  are  found  requisite  to  prevent  smuggling  or  the 
invasion  of  guerrillas.  There  should  be  a  picket  above  Gaines'  (say 
two  miles)  to  watch  approaches  by  the  river  roads  and  the  whole 
width  of  the  belt  of  fast  land.  The  picket  at  Graud  Point  is  not  suffi- 
cient for  this  purpose.  There  should  be  one  near  the  high  road,  and 
an  intermediate  one  between  that  and  Grand  Point,  and  besides  the 
whole  widtfh  and  occasionally  the  country  above  should  be  constantly 
patrolled  by  detachments  under  the  lead  of  an  officer.  A  close  watch 
must  be  kept  upon  the  persons  residing  in  the  country  who  you  report 
to»be  in  conwection  with  the  guerrillas  and  the  guerrillas  themselves 
arrested  if  possible. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

FREDERIC  SPEED, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


Lewisbueg,  January  27,  1865 — 5.30  p.  m, 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds, 

Little  Bock : 
Last  of  the  troops  left  Dardanelle  at  10.30  this  a.  m.  Steamer  Alamo 
and  flat  with  dismounted  cavalry  arrived  here  safe  and  will  leave  in 
the  morning  for  Little  Rock.  Fortieth  Iowa  Infantry  will  camp  to-night 
near  Galla  Rock.  Oolouel  Williams'  colored  brigade  is  encamped  here. 
This  morning  the  ice  was  running  quite  heavily  at  Dardanelle,  causing 
great  difficulty  in  crossing  the  infantry.  Will  push  everything  forward 
to  Little  Bock  rapidly  as  possible,  retaining  the  section  of  Second  Kan- 
sas Battery  here  till  iurther  orders.  When  the  rebels  were  last  heard 
from  they  were  in  vicinity  of  Caddo  Gap,  moving  south.  Troops  all 
well  and  in  good  spirits. 
Respectfully, 

A.  H.  RYAN, 

Colonel. 


Headquarters  Indian  Brigade, 
Fort  Gibson,  C.  N.,  January  27,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds, 

Commanding  Department  of  Arkansas,  Little  Rock,  Ark.: 

General:  A  copy  of  the  inclosed  order  is  forwarded.*  When  1 
started  from  Fort  Smith,  a  former  order  of  General  Blunt  which  had 
been  complained  of  was  revoked,  and  I  was  directed  to  make  needful 
regulations.    For  your  information  it  is  further  added  that  the  Indian 

*For  order  (here  omitted)  see  General  Orders,  No.  i,  p.  516. 
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Nation  occupies  a  peculiar  position.  No  Treasury  agent  is  sent  to  it, 
on  the  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  it  is  not  a  "State 
in  rebellion."  .The  Indians  have  been  connected  with  us  by  treaties. 
The  purpose  of  the  order  is  merely  to  check  existing  abuses,  and  con- 
form as  closely  as  possible  to  orders  elsewhere  and  all  the  rules  that 
are  known.  Copies  of  two  commuuications  already  forwarded  through 
district  headquarters  are  also  inclosed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Natchez, 

Natchez,  Miss.,  January  27,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Miss.,  New  Orleans,  La. : 
Sir:  T  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  date  the  23d  instant  in  reply  to  my  request  that  the  Eighty- 
third  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  might  be  retained  in  my  command,  and 
to  report  that  I  have  this  day  ordered  this  regiment  to  embark  for 
Kennerville,  La.  I  have  to  request  that  I  may  be  authorized  to  retain 
Maj.  S.  S.  L'Hommedieu,  of  that  regiment,  as  acting  assistant  inspector- 
general  of  this  district.  He  has  been  acting  in  that  capacity  since  I 
assumed  this  command,  and  has  performed  liis  duties  as  cucli  to  my 
entire  satisfaction.  In  this  connection  I  inclose  a  letter  in  his  belialf 
from  Major-General  Sherman  to  Maior-Geiieral  Canby,  which  letter 
please  return  after  perusal.  Colonel  Moore  is  at  present  on  duty  as 
member  of  a  general  court-martial  for  the  trial  of  a  case  of  outrages 
committed  by  negro  troops.  So  soon  as  this  case  is  concluded  he  will 
rejoin  his  regimeut. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 
Brigadier-  G  enera  I,  Co  mm  an  ding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  27,  1865. 

(Reijeived  12.30  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff:. 
Shall  I  send  cavalry?    If  so,  shall  it  go  dismounted? 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  January  27,  1865. 
Major-General  Dodge, 

Saint  Louis: 

Any  cavalry  that  you  can  spare  for  General  Canby  will  be  mounted 
at  cavalry  depot  at  Saint  Louis. 

H,  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

JUastport,  Miss.,  January  27,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.  : 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  respectfully  request  tliat  you  give 
the  necessary  orders  directing  that  portiou  of  the  Merrill  Horse  now 
serving  in  your  department  to  proceed  to  tbis  point  and  join  the  de- 
tachment sent  to  my  command  for  duty.  The  detachment  now  in  this 
department  is  serving  at  my  headquarters  as  couriers,  and  I  am  desirous 
to  have  the  entire  organization  together  and  thoroughly  fitted  out  for 
active  service  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible.  The  orders,  I  understand, 
have  been  issued  from  your  headquarters  for  the  remainder  of  tlie 
regiment  to  report  to  me,  but  as  yet  they  have  failed  to  do  so.  I  would 
respectfully  request  your  early  action  in  this  matter. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major- General,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  27.  j  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  27, 1865. 

.^.  The  Sixth  Regiment  Minnesota  Infantry  Volunteers  will  move 
to-morrow,  proceeding  by  cars  to  Cairo,  111.,  thence  by  steamer  to  New 
Orleans,  La.,  reporting  to  Maj.  Gen.  E.  R.  S.  Canby,  commanding  Mili- 
tary Division  of  West  Mississippi,  on  arrival  at  that  point.  Quarter- 
master's department  will  furnish  transportation  and  telegraph  the 
quartermaster  at  Cairo  to  have  boats  ready  there  for  the  regiment  to 
leave  immediately  on  its  arrival.  No  teams  or  surplus  baggage  will  be 
taken  with  the  regiment. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Dodge: 
"^  J.  W.  BARNES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  January  27, 1865. 

Commanding  Officer  District  of  Saint  Louis, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Sir  :  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  hereafter 
no  persons  will  be  banished  from  this  department  except  by  sentence 
of  a  military  commission  or  by  orders  or  instructions  from  these 
headquarters. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

Saint  Louis,  January  27, 1865. 

Mai.  J.  W.  Barnes,  ^.  ^    ,,. 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  the  Missouri: 
Major:  T  have  just  received  a  dispatch  from  Colonel  Beveridge, 
commanding  Third  Sub-District,  as  follows: 

The  scout  from  Patterson  into  Oregon  County  has  returned.  Killed  seven  bush- 
whackers. 
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Captain  Bostwick,  Seventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  commanding  at  Patter- 
son, reports  information  obtained  from  scouts  and  spies  iu  relation  to 
the  concentration  of  Confederate  troops  in  Northeast  Arkansas,  as 
follows : 

General  McRae,  commancling  in  Northeast  Arkansas,  issued  an  order  about  the  15th 
instant,  ordering  his  commaud  into  camp  at  Jacksonport  on  the  25th  of  January, 
■with  the  promise  that  they  sliould  be  clothed  and  furloughed  to  go  home  and  make  a 
crop.  General  McRae  has  from  200  to  400  men  in  Lost  Bottom,  North  White.  They  are 
not  in  camp,  but  scattered  through  the  country  at  their  homes.  Col.  Tom.Freeman, 
of  McRae's  command,  by  virtue  of  General  McRae's  order  of  the  15th  of  January, 
ordered  his 'men  together  about  fifteen  miles  below  Batesville,  and  got  only  nine 
officers  and  no  men,  the  men  declaring  that  they  would  not  go ;  they  would  die  at 
home  first.  Colonel  Reves,  of  General  McRae'8>coramand,  is  not  trying  to  get  his  men 
together.  Lieut.  Col.  B.  Austin  Johnson,  of  Reves'  regiment,  has  from  forty  to 
eighty  men  on  Hie  border.  Major  Berryman  is  in  Oil  Trough  Bottom,  below  the 
White  River,  with  from  80  to  100  men,  camping  wherever  he  can  find  forage  for  his 
horses  and  provisions  for  his  men.  Captain  Pratt,  Captain  Boso,  Captain  Denis, 
Captain  Philips,  Captain  Wcver,  and  Lieutenant  Williams  have  independent  com- 
panies, and  roam  through  the  southeastern  counties  of  Missouri  and  the  northern 
counties  of  Arkansas,  having  with  them  from  ten  to  thirty  men  each.  There  are 
numerous  squads  of  outlaws  straying  in  the  hills  and  plundering  from  all  parties. 
From  the  best  information  that  I  can  obtain,  I  do  not  think  that  they  have  any 
intention  of  making  a  raid  into  Missouri,  only  by  those  bands. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  27, 1865. 
Maj.  J.  W.  Barnes, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral,  Department  of  the  Missouri: 
Major:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  to-morrow  morning  200 
men  march  from  Pattecson,  170  from  Cape  Girardeau,  50  from  Dallas, 
and  75  from  Bloomfield,  iu  all  495  men;  all  to  be  concentrated  at  Ash 
Hill  under  command  of  Col.  J.  B.  Rogers,  who  is  to  move  thence  to 
or  beyond  Jacksonport  to  break  up  any  Confederate  forces  he  may  find 
in  that  region. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  General. 

Cape  Girarijeau,  January  27,  1865. 
General  Ewing, 

Commanding : 

Two  hundred  men  march  from  Patterson  to-morrow  and  170  from 
here,  50  from  Dallas,  75  from  Bloomfield  at  7  o'clock;  all  to  be  concen- 
trated at  Ash  Hill,  from  which  place  I  intend  to  move  to  Pocahontas 
scouring  the  country  from  there.  Intend  to  move  rapidly  to  Jackson- 
port and  endeavor  to  cut  up  McRae,  who  is  said  to  be  near  there  with 
parts  of  three  regiments.  I  intend  to  go  as.  far  as  circumstances  will 
admit,  and  advance  and  retreat  as  I  can.    Do  you  approve? 

J.  B.  ROGERS, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 
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Saint  Louis,  January  27, 1865. 
Col.  J.  B.  Rogers, 

Cape  Girardeati: 
Dispatch  received.     I  approve  of  the  plan  for  the  expedition. 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  General. 

Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

Saint  Louin,  Mo.,  January  27, 1865. 
Colonel  Rogers, 

Gape  Girardeau: 
When  will  your  expedition  get  off? 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Ewing : 

H.  HANNAHS, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  January  27, 1865. 
Captain  Gilson, 

Assistant  Inspector,  Saint  Louis  District: 
The  expedition  under  Major  Robbins  had  three  skirmishes  with  the 
enemy,  in  the  first  he  killed  1  captain,  2  lieutenants,  and  G  men,  and 
captured  24  horses.  In  the  second  engagement  Captain  Cochran's 
detachment  killed  seven  men  and  captured  a  lew  stand  of  arms.  In  the 
third  engagement,  under  Lieutenant  Einne,  Second  Missouri  Artillery, 
killed  19  men,  captured  50  horses  and  a  i'evf  stand  of  arms.  I  will  for- 
ward a  full  report  to  General  Ewing  in  a  few  days.  In  making  out  the 
report  of  the  23d  instant  it  was  unintentionally  omitted. 

J.  B.  ROGERS, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  January  27,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Brown, 

Commanding  District  of  Rolla,  Mo. : 

General:  Select  from  the  accompanying  list*  twenty  of  the  worst 
families  of  bushwhackers  and  order  them  to  leave  the  department 
within  twenty  days  from  date  of  issue  of  the  order,  directing  them  to 
go  by  the  way  of  the  south  line  of  the  State,  and  to  proceed  100  miles 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  State  and  department.  If  found  within  that 
distance  they  will  be  promptly  arrested,  their  property  seized,  and 
themselves  imprisoned.  In  the  issuing  of  the  orders  state  that  they 
are  banished  by  my  orders,  and  for  being  the  families  of  notorious 
bushwhackers  and  for  openly  persisting  in  aiding,  feeding,  harboring, 
and  giving  all  encouragement  in  their  power  to  guerrillas,  bushwhack- 
ers, and  outlaws.  These  families  will  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  tak- 
ing with  them  sufBcient  of  their  personal  property,  such  as  clothing, 
&c.,  to  render  them  comfortable.  The  inclosed  papers  will  be  returned 
with  a  complete  list  of  families  banished  in  accordance  with  these 
instructions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  M.  DODGE, 
Major- General,  Commnnding  Department. 

'  *  Not  found. 
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Genekax,  Orders,  )      Headquarters  District  of  Eolla, 

No.  5.  )  Bolla,  Mo.,  January  27, 1865. 

The  following-named  ofQcera  having  reported  atthese  headquarters  in 
accordance  with  orders  from  headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 
are  hereby  assigned  to  duty  as  members  of  the  district  staff,  and  will 
be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly:  Capt.  J.  H.  Steger,  assistant 
adjutant-general  of  volunteers,  assistant  adjutant-general,  to  date  from 
January  14,  1865;  First  Lieut.  Eufus  Campion,  aide-de-camp,  to  date 
from  January  4, 1865;  Capt.  T.  S.  Slaughter,  district  provost-marshal. 

E.  B.  BROWN, 
Brigadier-General  of   Volunteer s^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

January  27,  1865—10.10  a.  m. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Macon,  Mo.: 
Concentrate  the  Forty-ninth  Missouri  Infantry  at  some  point  on  North 
Missouri  Eailroadimmediately.    Where  itis  necessary  replace  them  with 
militia  or  dismounted  cavalry.    Will  send  Thirty-ninth  to  take  their 
place  in  a  few  weeks. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-General. 


Maoon,  January  27,  1865. 
Maj.  J.  W.  Barnes, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  the  Missouri: 
The  Forty-ninth  will  be  concentrated  at  Mexico. 

W.  T.  CLARKE, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Missouri, 

January  27,  1865 — 5  p.  m. 
Lieutenant  Clarke, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Macon,  Mo.: 
As  soon  as  Forty-ninth  is  concentrated  send  them  to  Benton  Barracks. 
How  long  will  it  take  to  get  them  together?    Hurry  them  up. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-General. 

Macon,  January  27,  1865. 
Colonel  KuTZNER, 

Commanding  Sub-Distr\ct,  Glasgow: 
General  Dodge  has  ordered  the  concentration  of  the  Forty-ninth 
Infantry  at  some  point  on  the  North  Missouri  Railroad.  You  will  at 
once  relieve  Captain  Benecke's  company  by  some  other  troops,  and 
send  him  to  report  to  Colonel  Smart,  at  Mexico,  Mo.  Let  there  be  as 
little  delay  as  possible  in  this  movement. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Fisk : 

W.  T.  CLAEKE, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Chap.  LX.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  661 

Macon,  January  27, 1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Smart, 

Commanding,  Mexico,  Mo. : 
General  Dodge  directs  the  immediate  concentration  of  the  Forty- 
ninth  at  some  point  on  the  North  Missouri  Railroad.    You  will  execute 
the  order  at  once  and  report  by  telegraph  to  these  headquarters. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Fisk: 

W.  T.  CLAEKE, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Liberty,  Mo.,  January  27,  1865. 

(Received  2.45  p.  m.  28tli.) 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge  : 

John  Eeton  was  killed  by  a  squad  of  men  belonging  to  Captain 
De  Smith's  company  (L),  Third  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  stationed 
at  Plattsburg,  Clinton  County,  Mo.  That  company  lias  been  ordered 
to  Macon  City  to  be  mustered  out  of  service.  Johu  Reton,  sr.,  is  not 
dead.  Madison  Morris  was  wounded,  not  killed,  while  in  the  streets  of 
Liberty.  The  firing  party  was  concealed,  but  it  is  believed  that  a  man 
from  Kansas  is  the  person,  as  he  has  not  been  seen  since  that  time. 
Morris  is  getting  well. 

ANGUS  BARTLETT, 

Major,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )      Hdqrs.  Disrict  of  Upper  Arkansas, 

No.  19.  )  Fort  Riley,  Kans.,  January  27,  1865. 

******* 

5.  Company  L,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry,  is  hereby  relieved  from 
duty  at  Fort  Ellsworth,  Kans.,  and  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Fort 
Larned,  Kans.,  reporting  upon  their  arrival  to  the  commanding  ofBcer 
of  that  post  for  duty. 

6.  Company  H,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry,  is  hereby  relieved  from 
duty  at  Fort  Riley,  Kans.,  and  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Fort  Ells- 
worth, Kans. 

•  *»*»** 

By  order  of  Col.  James  H.  Ford : 

J.  E.  TAPPAN, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  e'oLORADo, 

Denver,  Colo.  Ter.,  January  27,  1865. 
Messrs.  Baum  &  Co., 

Kansas  City  and  Santa  Fe  Stage  Co.,  Booneville,  Colo.  Ter. : 

Gentlemen  :  Your  communication  relative  to  the  danger  anticiiiated 
from  the  Indians,  and  your  designs  to  withdraw  the  stage  stock  and 
discontinue  the  carrying  of  the  U.  S.  mail,  is  before  me.  1  regret  very 
much  that  the  existence  of  such  a  state  of  affairs  renders  it,  in  your 
judgment,  unsafe  for  the  coaches  to  travel.  Yon  are  well  aware  that 
the  Overland  route  is  entirely  shut  up  except  for  very  large  trains,  so 
that  with  your  withdrawal  we  would  be  entirely  cut  off  from  all  com- 
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munication  from  the  eastern  world.  You  also  know  that  ray  hands  are 
being  and  have  been  tied  ever  since  ray  arrival  here;  that  not  200 
available  men  were  at  my  command  in  the  entire  district,  and  although 
Fort  Lyon  is  now  in  my  command,  yet  the  regiment  is  just  being  con- 
solidated, and  therefore  hardly  in  a  fit  condition  to  be  moved  until  the 
transfer  going  on  is  completed.  I  will  instruct  the  commanding  officer 
at  Fort  Lyon  to  give  you  all  the  protection  he  possibly  can  and  the 
commanding  officer  at  Camp  Fillmore  will  do  the  same  thing  with  the 
limited  means  at  his  command.  I  sincerely  trust,  gentlemen,  that  you 
will  continue  with  the  coach  on  the  line,  at  least  until  the  Indians 
really  make  open  demonstrations  of  hostility  against  you. 
Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•^       ^  T.  MOONLIGHT, 

Colonel  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Colorado, 

Denver,  Colo.  Ter.,  January  27,  1865. 

Commanding  Officer  at  Fort  Lyon,  Colo.  Ter.  : 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  a  communication  from  the  Kansas  City  and 
Santa  Fo  Stage  Company,  in  which  they  threaten  to  stop  running  the 
coaches  owing  to  the  hostility  of  the  Indians.  This  must  be  avoided 
if  possible,  as  it  is  (lie  only  route  now  open  to  the  eastward.  You  will 
afibrd  the  stage  company  all  the  ])rotection  you  possibly  can,  and  use 
your  efforts  to  prevent  so  great  a  calamity  as  is  likely  to  befall  us 
should  the  company  adhere  to  their  expression.  I  have  communicated 
with  them  on  the  slibject,  and  they  are  aware  that  you  are  receiving 
these  instructions.  Push  on  the  work  of  the  fortifications,  as  it  is 
very  likely  your  command  will  soon  bo  reduced.  I  have  ordered  that 
Assistant  Surgeon  Smitli  be  sent  you  for  duty  at  Fort  Lyon.  Should 
Captain  Jacobs  not  have  left  for  this  place  in  compliance  with  original 
instructions,  have  him  do  so  at  once. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  MOONLIGHT, 
Colonel  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  Commanding. 


Hdqes.  Military  Division  op  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  28,  1865. 
Quartermaster-General  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  the  5th  instant,  transmitting  a  coi)y  of  General  Sherman's 
letter  of  the  25th  ultimo,*  in  relation  to  supplying  the  want  of  forage 
for  armies  in  advanced  positions  by  a  system  of  foraging  in  the  enemy's 
country.  This  important  matter  has  heretofore  and  shall  continue  to 
receive  my  earnest  attention,  and  your  views  agree  perfectly  with  my 
own  on  the  subject.  Copies  of  General  Sherman's  and  your  own  let- 
ters have  been  furnished  to  the  commanders  of  departments  and  armies 
in  this  command,  with  instructions  to  carry  out  these  views  whenever 
applicable  and  practicable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  S.  CANBY, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

»  See  Vol.  XLIY,  p.  807. 
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City  Hotel,  New  Orleans,  La.,  January  28, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Commanding  J)epartment  of  West  Mississipiji  : 
General:  An  old  acquaintance,  reliable  and  intelligent,  has  iust 
arrived  from  Texas  who  has  had  peculiar  facilities  for  mixing  with  the 
people  of  the  State  generally.  He  informs  me  the  people  generally  are 
sick  unto  death  of  the  rebellion  and  only  await  au  invasion  in  sufflcient 
lorce  to  gam  confidence  of  ability  to  protect  them  to  inaugurate  an 
extensive  and  formidable  rebellion  agaiust  the  existing  rebellion.  He 
represents  the  disaffection  wide-spread  and  general.  At  Brownsville 
he  states  there  are  800  rebel  troops  under  command  of  Slaughter,  and 
he  says  fully  one-half  of  these  troops  will  cross  into  Mexico  if  a  move- 
ment is  made  upon  them,  and  the  balance  will  scatter  and  go  home. 
He  represents  them  completely  demoralized,  and  says  when  any 
reported  movement  on  Brownsville  has  been  reported  the  rebels  have 
had  their  arrangements  made  to  evacuate.  At  a  called  session  of  the 
legislature  of  the  State  recently  held  one  of  the  best  intellects  in  the 
State  boldly  announced  a  return  to  their  allegiance  as  their  only  salva- 
tion. He  estimates  the  rebel  force  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Depart- 
ment as  follows:  Price's  army  at  Lanesport,  above  the  Bed  Biver  raft, 
8,000  men;  Magruder's  army  at  Monroe,  Fulton,  and  vicinity,  9,000: 
Buckner's  army,  4,000;  Cooper  and  Stand  Watie,  Indian  Nation,  3,000; 
at  Houston,  Tex.,  and  vicinity,  1,000;  at  Brownsville,  Tex.,  and  vicin- 
ity, 800;  at  Galveston,  Tex.,  1,500;  Colonel  Beard,  Falls  and  adjoining 
counties,  400;  total,  27,700.  County  militia  organizations  might  be 
added  which  would  probably  swell  the  number  .5,000  men.  They  are 
generally  most  rehable  to  do  no  fighting.  Mr.  W.  thinks  that  a  very 
large  per  cent,  of  those  now  in  the  army  would  avail  themselves  of  the 
first  opportunity  to  abandon  the  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  0.  PHILIPS. 


Baton  Eougb,  La.,  January  28,  1865. 

(Received  4.25  p.  m.) 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

DepartmeHt  of  the  Gulf: 
The  following  telegram  just  received  from  Port  Hudson  and  furnished 
for  information : 

It  is  rumored  that  Colonel  Scott  is  concentrating  a  considerable  force  at  some  point 
between  Jackson  and  Woodville.  A  party  has  been  seen  in  the  vicinity  of  Jackson 
wearing  the  Federal  uniform.  Five  hundred  men  and  two  pieces  of  artillery  left 
Jackson  a  week  ago  Friday,  it  is  supposed  for  the  above  point. 

GEO.  L.  ANDREWS, 

Brigadier- G<  ner a  I  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Little  Rock,  January  28, 1865 — 10.45  a.  m. 
Col.  A.  H.  Ryan, 

Commanding  Post,  Lewisburg: 
A  scout  came  in  last  night  who  reports  that  Newton  has  crossed  to 
the  north  side  of  the  river  above  Dardanelle  with  about  1,600  men  and 
one  piece  of  artillery.    Is  there  any  truth  in  the  report 'J 

R.  F.  PATTERSON, 
lAeut.  Col.  and  Frovost-Marslial-General,  Department  of  Arkansas. 
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Lewisbukg,  January  28, 1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  F.  Patterson, 

Provost- Marshal- General,  Little  Rock: 

I  left  Dardanelle  Thursday  morning  last.  At  that  time  Avhat  was 
left  of  Newton's  regiment  was  going  for  Caddo  Gap  as  fast  as  horse- 
flesh cou-ld  carry  them.  After  his  stampede  at  Boggs'  Mill  I  do  not 
think  he  had  150  men  left.  He  has  had  no  artillery  with  him.  Brooks 
had  one  piece.  Send  for  Major  Jenks,  First  Iowa  Cavalry,  who  arrived 
in  Little  Rock  last  evening.  He  can  post  you  fully  as  to  aflfairs  above. 
Eespectfully, 

A.  H.  EYAN, 

Colonel. 


Hdqbs.  Military  Division  op  West  Mississippi, 

N'ew  Orleans,  La,,  January  28,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  N.  J.  T.  Dana, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Memphis,  Tenn. : 
Prepare  2,500  infantry  from  the  District  of  Memphis  for  service  in 
the  field  and  send  them  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable  to  report  at 
this  ijlaee.  Direct  General  Washburn  to  detach  in  like  manner  2,000 
infantry  from  the  District  of  Vicksburg.  Both  detachments  will  bring 
with  them  not  only  the  field  transportation  required  by  existing  orders, 
but  also  a  sujiply  train  for  a  march  of  twenty  days.  Fuller  instruc- 
tions will  be  sent  to-morrow. 

E.  E.  S.  CANBY, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

[Indorsement.] 

Hdqks.  Military  Division  op  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  February  16,  1865. 
Oflicial  copy  respectfully  transmitted  to  the  commanding  general 
Department  of  Mississippi,  with  the  remark  that  up  to  the  present 
writing  only  the  Sixty-eighth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry  has  arrived  from 
Memphis.  The  detachment  from  Vicksburg  arrived  here  nearly  a  week 
ago. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  E.  S.  Canby: 

C.  T.  CHEISTENSBN", 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Beakqtjarters  Department  op  Mississippi, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  January  28,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Washburn, 

Commanding  District  of  Viclcsburg  : 
General:  By  direction  of  the  major-general  commanding  depart- 
ment I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Colonel  Osband  has  landed 
at.Gaines'  Landing,  La.,  with  3,000  men  (cavalry),  with  the  purpose  of 
engaging  and  punishing  the  rebel  forces  under  Harrison,  and  of  driv- 
ing them  beyond  the  Washita.  The  transports,  after  lying  about  a 
week  at  Skipwith's  Landing,  will  proceed  to  Vicksburg  and  coal,  and 
from  there  will  probably  proceed  to  Natchez.    He  also  directs  me  to 
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say  that  you  will  please  render  any  assistance  called  for  and  give 
immediate  notice  of  any  information  you  may  obtain  in  regard  to  the 
expedition. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient 
servant, 

F.  W.  FOX, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquartekr  Department  op  Mississippi, 
_  Memphis,  Tenn.,  January  28,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen,  J.  W.  Davidson, 

Commanding  District  of  Natchez: 
General  :  By  direction  of  the  major-general  commanding  depart- 
ment I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Col.  E.  D.  Osbiuid,  com- 
manding Cavalry  Division,  Department  of  Mississippi,  has  landed  at 
Gaines'  Landing  with  3,000  men,  with  the  purpose  of  engaging  and 
punishing  the  rebel  force  under  Harrison,  ajid  of  driving  them  beyond 
the  Washita.  The  transports,  after  lying  about  a  week  at  Skipwith's 
Landing,  will  proceed  to  Vicksburg  and  coal,  and  from  there  will 
probably  proceed  to  Natchez.  He  also  directs  me  to  say  that  Colonel 
Osband  expected  to  come  out  on  the  Mississippi  Eiver  in  the  vicinity 
of  Vidalia  about  the  10th  of  February.  You  will  please  furnish  the 
transports  with  what  fuel  they  may  require,  and  upon  the  arrival  of 
Colonel  Osband  facilitate  his  immediate  return  to  Memphis.  You  will 
please  furnish  such  information  as  you  may  obtain  regarding  the 
expedition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  FOX, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Expedition, 
Steamer  John  Raine,  Eunice,  ArTc.,  January  28,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  K.  J.  T.  Dana, 

Commanding : 
General  :  Without  any  accident  worth  the  mention  we  landed  here 
at  2  a.  in.  and  will  be  ready  to  leave  here  in  about  one  hour  and  a  half, 
or  the  moment  it  is  daylight.  The  fleet  laid  at  Island  63  yesterday 
about  six  hours  and  took  on  300  cords  wood,  thus  having  fuel  enough 
to  run  thein  back  to  Memphis.  I  send  nine  small  steamers  baclv  and 
retain  the  five  large.  My  orders  are  that  these  boats  remain  at  Gaines' 
Landing  forty-eight  hours  and  at  Skipwith's  six  days  and  then  report 
to  Brigadier-General  Brayman,  at  Vidalia.  All  I  learn  of  the  country 
is  against  the  probability  of  successful  movements  at  this  time,  but  I 
shall  not  fail,  except  to  succeed  be  inij)ossible.  I  have  landed  here  at 
Eunice,  the  terminus  of  the  railroad,  because  it  has  a  better  landing 
than  Gaines';  has  no  one  on  the  lookout  to  watch  our  landing,  and  the 
road  to  the  interior  is  a  little  better  through  the  first  swamp.  The 
roads. join  six  miles  from  here. 

I  have  the  honor,  general,  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

E.  D.  OSBAND, 
Colonel  Third  If.  S.  Colored  Cavalry,  Commanding  Expedition. 
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Headqitahtees  Expedition, 
Bayou  Macon,  January  28, 1865. 

Major-General  Dana, 

Commanding  Department  of  Mississippi: 
Generai.:  The  command  will  have  crossed  by  12  m.toiiigrlit.  I  move 
at  daylight  toward  Harrison's  camp,  but  have  made  a  diversion  toward 
Monticello.  Have  taken  two  prisoners;  learn  from  tliem  that  Price  is 
alive  and  gone  to  Texas,  where  a  part  of  his  command  are;  that  the 
bushwhackers,  &c.,  brought  out  of  Missouri  by  him  are  devastating  all 
Western  Arkansas.  All  Confederate  troops  are  coacentrated  at  Alex- 
andria; only  one  brigade  at  Camden.  Could  co-operate  with  troops 
from  Little  Rock  and  take  the  city  if  I  had  the  orders.  I  believe 
Shreveport  can  be  taken  by  the  cavalry  from  Little  Eock.  Troops  in 
excellent  condition  and  roads  very  good. ,  Shall  be  at  Gaines'  Landing 
again  in  nine  or  ten  days.  Have  ordered  the  boats  to  remain  there  and 
have  sent  to  the  mouth  of  White  Eiver  for  a  barge  of  coal  for  their  use. 
This  I  decided  upon  because  I  found  the  swamp  from  Tensas  Eiver  to 
Bla«k  Eiver  an  impassable  swamp. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  OSBAND, 

Colonel  Third  TJ.  S.  Colored  Cavalry,  Commanding  Expedition. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqks.  District  op  West  Tennessee, 

No.  25.  \  Memphis,  Tenn.,  January  28,  186S. 

III.  Lieut.  Col.  W.E.  Lackland,  One  hundred  and  eighth  Illinois  Infan- 
try, is  assigned  to  duty  as  provost-marshal  of  the  Post  and  Defenses 
of  Memphis.  The  following  assistants  are  assigned  him:  Capt.  John 
L.  Wilson,  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Illinois  Infantry,  in  charge 
of  Irving  Block  Prison  and  records  pertaining  to  prisoners;  Capt.  J.  E. 
McDermot,  One  hundred  and  eighth  Illinois  Infantry,  in  charge  of  the 
pass  department;  Capt.  John  W.  Plummer,  One  hundred  and  eighth  Illi- 
nois Infantry,  inspector  of  permits  for  goods;  Capt.  D.  R.  McCutchen, 
One  hundred  and  eighth  Illinois  Infantry,  acting  quartermaster  of  prov- 
ost-marshal's department,  in  charge  of  property;  Capt.  S.  E.  Rankin, 
Eighth  Iowa  Infantry,  evidence  department.  Maj.  J.  M.  Raum,  One 
hundred  and  twentieth  Illinois  Infantry,  is  relieved  from  the  charge  of 
the  Irving  Block  Prison  and  will  report  for  duty  to  these  headquarters. 
The  above  assignments  to  duty  are  temporary  until  approved  at  depart- 
ment headquarters. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  C.  Veatch: 

E.  G.  CUETIS, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  District  op  West  Tennessee, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  January  2S,  1865. 
Capt.  F.  W.  Fox, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Department  of  Mississippi: 
Captain:  I  have  just  received  from  Colonel  McArthur,  Fourth  IJ.  S. 
Colored  Artillery  (Heavy),  commanding  Post  of  Columbus,  Ky.,  a  dis- 
patch stating  that  Brigadier-General  Meredith,  commanding  District 
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of  Western  Kentucky,  had  issued  an  order  relieving  him  from  command 
of  said -post,  and  upon  his  declining  to  obey  the  order  of  General  Mere- 
dith he  was  placed  in  arrest  under  guard  and  carried  to  Paducah,  Ky. 
I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  major-general  commanding 
department  to  the  case,  and  ask  that  prompt  measures  be  taken  to 
effect  the  release  of  Colonel  McArthur  from  this  arrest.  I  do  not  wish 
to  involve  officers  in  difficulty  by  pursuing  a  coui  se  Avhich  would  lead 
to  conflict  of  authority  and  violence,  if  persisted  in,  and  therefore  most 
respectfully  request  that  the  proper  authority,  vested  with  the  power, 
will  settle  all  questions  of  dispute  by  definite  orders.  A  statement  of 
the  authority  upon  which  Colonel  McArthur  was  acting  will  show  how 
unjust  and  improper  it  is  that  he  should  be  placed  in  arrest  for  obeying 
the  direct  and  positive  orders  of  his  superior  and  commanding  ofBcer. 
General  Orders,  No.  277,  from  the  War  Department,  dated  November  7, 
18G4,  directs  that  all  trooi)s  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver 
be  detached  from  the  several  department  and  corps  commanders  and 
be  required  to  report  to  Major-General  Canby,  commanding  Military 
Division  of  West  Mississippi.  The  official  letter  of  Major-General 
Canby,  of  November  27, 186-1,  attaches  the  Post  of  Columbus  to  Major- 
General  Dana's  command,  and  Special  Orders,  No.  21,  from  headquar- 
ters Department  of  Mississippi,  dated  December  26,  18G4,  requires 
the  Post  of  Columbus,  Ky.,  to  report  to  the  headquarters  District  of 
West  Tennessee.  Being  placed  in  command  of  the  District  of  West 
Tennessee,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  referred  to  above,  I  required  Col- 
onel McArthur,  Fourth  U.  S.  Colored  Artillery  (Heavy),  commanding 
Post  of  Columbus,  Ky.,  to  report  to  me  and  obey  my  orders.  On  the 
28th  of  December,  1864, 1  prepared  and  delivered  to  Colonel  McArthur 
two  letters  of  instructions  relative  to  his  duties  as  post  commander, 
and  directing  and  commanding  him  not  to  obey  the  orders  of  any  officer 
who  did  not  derive  his  authority  from  major-general  commanding  Mili- 
tary Division  of  West  Mississippi,  Major-General  Dana,  command- 
ing Department  of  Mississippi,  or  from  headquarters  District  of  West 
Tennessee.  These  instructions  were  again  repeated  in  official  letters 
from  me  to  Colonel  McArthur  on  the  10th  and  16th  days  of  January 
instant.  During  this  time  Brigadier- General  Meredith,  commanding 
District  of  Western  Kentucky,  was  claiming  the  Post  of  Columbus, 
Ky.,  as  a  part  of  his  command,  and  issuing  orders  to  the  post  com- 
mandant in  direct  conflict  with  my  orders.  To  remove  all  cause  for 
any  misunderstanding  between  General  Meredith  and  myself,  and  to 
prevent  any  difficulty  which  might  arise  from  conflicting  orders,  I 
addressed  to  him  an  oflQcial  communication  on  the  28th  December,  1864, 
calling  his  attention  to  the  orders  above  referred  to,  and  asking  him  for 
the  orders  upon  which  he  was  claiming  command  of  the  Post  of  Colum- 
bus. No  answer  has  been  received  to  that  letter.  General  Meredith 
has  finally  asserted  his  claim  by  force  and  has  placed  Colonel  McArthur 
in  arrest  and  carried  him  under  guard  to  Paducah,  Ky.  The  Post  of 
Columbus  is  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver,  about  twenty 
miles  below  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  Eiver,  and  it  has  been  repeatedly 
declared  in  orders  and  dispatches  from  the  War  Department  to  be 
within  Major-General  Canby's  command.  Colonel  McArthur  could  not 
obey  the  opposite  orders  of  two  commanders.  In  obeying  my  orders 
he  was  compelled  to  refuse  to  obey  the  orders  of  Brigadier-General 
Meredith.  For  this  he  is  made  a  close  prisoner,  deprived  of  his  com- 
mand, and  carried  under  menace  of  force  to  Paducah,  Ky.  I  beg  leave 
to  call  attention  to  the  correspondence  and  orders  referred  to  in  this 
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coTTimniiication,  copies  of  whicli  are  herewith  forwarded.  The  most 
important  of  these  have  beeu  heretofore  forwarded,  as  will  be  seen  by 
note  attached. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  JAMES  C.  VEATCH, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headqtjartebs  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

January  28,  1865—9  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Washington,  B.  C.  : 
I  sent  one  regiment  of  infantry  yesterday;  will  send  another  to-mor- 
row or  next  day. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

January  28,  1865—10.20  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  Eoy  Stone,  Alton,  111. : 

Send  down  four  companies.    I  have  troops  on  way  here.     As  soon 
as  they  arrive  will  return  them. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major- General. 


Alton,  III.,  January  28, 1865 — i.30  p.  m. 
Major-Geueral  Dodge, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri  : 
Four  companies  One  hundred  and  forty-fourth  Illinois  Volunteers 
will  leave  for  Saint  Louis  this  evening  by  special  train. 

EOY  STONE, 

Brigadier-General. 


Saint  Louis,  January  28, 1865. 
Colonel  Bonneville,  Benton  Barrachs  ; 

Order  Merrill's  Horse,  with  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  to  march 
to  the  city  early  to-morrow  morning  and  report  to  Oolonel  Weydemeyer, 
commanding  Post  Saint  Louis,  for  duty. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Ewing : 

H.  HANNAHS, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Hermann,  Mo.,  January  28,  1865. 
Brig,  Gen.  Thomas  Evting, 

Commanding  Bistrict  of  Saint  Louis  : 

The  river  blocked  by  ice.  Government  stores  and  boat  here  ex- 
posed to  attack  of  bushwhackers  from  counties  opposite  Hermann. 
Cannot  the  order  for  removal  of  Company  I,  Seventh  Kansas  Cavalry, 
be  countermanded?    The  citizens  claim  protection.    Please  answer. 

JOHN  B.  MICHE, 

Postmaster 
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HEADQUA.BTEES  DiS'XRIOT  OF  SOUTHWEST  MISSOURI, 

Springfield,  Mo.,  January  28,  1865. 
Col.  John  F.  Philips, 

Commanding  Central  District  of  Missouri: 

Your  favor  of  the  24tli  instant  came  duly  to  hand.  There  is  no 
objection  on  my  part  to  Captain  Morton  continuing  to  report  to  you 
and  drawing  his  supplies  from  your  district.  1  will  have  the  general 
orders  of  the  district  sent  to  him,  and  he  will  be  governed  in  his  gen- 
eral conduct  and  management  by  them.  I  will  write  to  hiin  to-day  to 
continue  to  report  to  you.  There  seems  to  be  considerable  party  bitter- 
ness and  ill  feeling  in  that  section  yet.  Captain  Morton  should  avoid 
as  much  as  possible  a  connection  with  either  party,  and  devoting  him- 
self to  the  duty  of  arresting  and  punishing  all  promoters  of  strife  and 
violation  of  law  witboiit  regard  to  fear  or  favor.  I  have  some  troops 
of  the  old  Seventh  Provisional  in  the  vicinity  of  Osceola,  but  do  not 
expect  for  him  to  keep  them  there  a  great  while.  The  people  and  fami- 
lies in  Arkansas  are  talking  loudly  of  a  general  guerrilla  crusade  into 
this  State  again  in  the  spring,  so  my  scouts  from  Arkansas  say.  If  the 
people  will  meet  them  with  spirit  and  determination  when  they  first 
come  in,  my  opinion  is  that  they  will  not  remain  all  summer,  as  was  the 
case  last  year.  I  expect  to  be  fully  advised  as  to  the  plans  of  the 
enemy  for  the  spring  campaign  in  about  two  weeks,  and  will  communi- 
cate my  information  to  you.  The  telegraph  wire  should  be  i)ut  up  from 
here  to  Sedalia,  I  think,  that  you  may  be  earlier  advised  of  the  move- 
ments of  the  bands  north.  The  only  force  wintering  north  of  the 
Arkansas  is  Dobbin's  brigade,  which  is  camped  on  Crowley's  Eidge, 
between  the  Saint  Francis  and  Blue  Water  Elvers.  Men  from  this 
command  say  that  bushwhacking  will  open  vigorously  as  ever  as  soon 
as  the  leaves  come  out.  Write  when  convenient. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  SANBOEN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Heajjquaetees  District  op  Central  Missouri, 

Warrensburg,  January  28,  1865. 
Capt.  William  Meredith, 

Commanding,  Lexington,  Mo. : 
Captain  :  The  colonel  commanding  directs  that  on  Wednesday  morn- 
ing, February  1,  you  will  start  from  your  command  a  scout  of  all  your 
available  cavalry  to  act  upon  the  following  basis :  The  move  to  begin 
on  Wednesday  morning  next,  February  1, 1865,  and  continue  five  days; 
a  force  of  fifty  men  to  move  from  Warrensburg  to  Tabo,  La  Fayette 
County,  to  patrol  the  creek.  A  column  will  at  the  same  time  move 
from  Warrensburg  and  pass  east  of  Columbus  and  to  the  vicinity  of 
Wagon  and  Buck  Knobs,  throwing  out  a  flanking  party  to  Kenick 
Mills.  All  the  available  cavalry  will  move  from  Pleasant  Hill  to  the 
left  and  a  little  south  of  Buck  Knob.  The  balance  of  Colonel  Hard- 
ing's cavalry  in  the  Fourth  Sub-District  will  be  thrown  toward  Lisbon, 
on  the  Missouri  Elver,  with  instructions  to  patrol  toward  Wellington. 
Colonel  Harding  will  also  press  in  as  much  infantry  as  he  can  into  tlie 
Snibar  Hills  and  vicinity  of  Chapel  Hill,  to  scour  the  brush  and  hills. 
Tour  force  will  move  from  Lexington  to  Greenton  Valley.  All  officers 
connected  with  the  move  will  be  advised  of  the  plan,  to  prevent  any 
mishaps.    To  insure  recognition,  let  the  party  who  hails  ask,  "Who 
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comes  there  ?  "  Answer,  "America."  The  party  hailed  then  asks, "  Who 
are  you?"  Answer,  "  Dodge."  You  will  report  fully  the  result  of  your 
co-operation  immediately  on  return  of  the  scout.  You  will  also  instruct 
the  officers  in  charge  to  ascertain  the  names  of  all  families  belonging 
to  bushwhackers,  their  aiders  and  abettors,  and  report  their  names,  age, 
and  number  of  each  sex. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  E.  CONKLIN, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquaetebs  Distkict  of  Centkal  Missouri, 

Warrenshurfi,  Mb.,  January  28,  1865. 

OoMDG.  Officer  First  Cat.  Missouri  State  Militia  : 

The  colonel  commanding  directs  that  you  detail  Captain  Burris  and 
fifty  men  to  move  on  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  I'ebruary  1,3865 
(scout  to  continue  five  days),  east  of  Columbus  aud  to  the  vicinity  of 
Wagon  and  Buck  Knobs.  Captain  Burris  will  throw  out  a  flanking 
party  to  Renick  Mills.  A  column  will  move  at  the  same  time  from 
Pleasant  Hill  to  the  left  and  a  little  south  of  Buck  Knob.  The  balance 
of  Colonel  Harding's  cavalry  in  the  Fourth  Sub-District  will  be  thrown 
toward  Lisbon,  on  the  Missouri  Eiver,  to  patrol  toward  Wellington. 
Colonel  Harding  will  also  press  [as  large]  a  number  of  his  infantry  as 
possible  into  the  Snibar  Hills  and  vicinity  of  Chapel  Hill.  A  force  will 
also  move  from  Lexington  to  Greenton  Valley.  All  officers  connected 
with  this  move  will  be  advised  of  the  plan,  to  prevent  any  mishaps. 
To  insure  recognition,  let  the  party  who  hails  ask,  "Who  comes  there?" 
Answer,  "America."  The  party  hailed  then  asks,  "Who  are  you?" 
Answer,  "  Dodge."  You  will  report  fully  the  result  of  your  co-oper- 
ation immediately  on  return  of  this  scout.  You  will  also  instruct  the 
officer  in  charge  to  ascertain  the  names  of  all  families  belonging  to 
bushwhackers,  their  aiders  and  abettors,  and  report  their  names,  age, 
and  number  of  each  sex. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  E.  CONKLIK, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Central  Missouri, 

Warrensburg,  Alo.,  January  28,  1865. 
CoBnjG.  Officer  Seventh  Cat.  Missouri  State  Militia  : 

The  colonel  commanding  directs  that  you  detail  fifty  men  of  your 
command,  under  a  competent  officer,  for  a  scout  of  five  days,  who  will 
move  from  this  post  on  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  February  1,  1865, 
to  Tabo,  La  Fayette  County,  patrolling  and  scouring  the  creek.  At  the 
same  time  another  column  will  move  from  this  post  east  of  Columbus, 
and  to  the  vicinity  of  Wagon  and  Buck  Knobs,  throwing  out  a  flank- 
ing party  to  Eenick  Mills.  Colonel  Harding  will  move  from  Pleasant 
Hill  with  his  available  cavalry  to  the  left  and  a  little  south  of  Buck 
Knob.  The  remainder  of  Colonel  Harding's  cavalry  will  be  thrown 
toward  Lisbon,  on  the  Missouri  Eiver,  and  patrol  the  river  toward  Wel- 
lington. Colonel  Harding  will  also  send  infantry  into  the  Snibar  Hills 
and  vicinity  of  Chapel  Hill.    The  entire  command  all  to  co-operate.    A 
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column  will  also  move-at  the  same  time  from  Lexiugton  to  Greenton 
Valley.  The  officers  connected  with  this  move  will  be  advised  of  the 
plan,  to  prevent  mishaps.  To  insure  recognition,  let  tlio  party  who  hails 
ask,  "Who  comes  there?"  Answer,  "America."  The  partv  hailed 
then  asks,  "Who  are  you?"  Answer,  "Dodge."  You  will  report  fully 
the  result  of  your  co-operation  immediately  ou  return  of  the  scout. 
You  will  also  instruct  the  officer  in  charge  to  ascertain  the  names  of  all 
families  belonging  to  bushwhackers,  their  aiders  and  abettors,  and 
report  their  names,  age,  and  the  number  of  each  sex. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  E.  CONKLIF, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headqttaetees  District  of  Central  Missouri, 

Warrensburg,  Mo.,  January  28, 1865. 
Col.  Chester  Harding, 

Commanding  Fourth  Sub-Bistrict,  Kansas  City,  Mo. : 
Colonel  :  Yours  of  the  25th  instant  is  received.  I  am  gratified  at 
the  favorable  aspect  of  affairs  in  your  district,  and  most  sincerely  hope 
we  shall,  through  your  energy  and  wisdom,  be  able  to  compose  that 
troubled  country  and  see  it  once  more  prosperous.  I  am  unable  to  say 
how  the  place  of  the  outgoing  Missouri  State  Militia  is  to  be  supplied. 
I  have  some  time  ago  laid  the  whole  matter  before  the  department 
commander.  My  own  impression  is  that  the  main  reliance  for  Missouri 
for  military  protection  in  the  coming  season  is  on  the  militia  to  be 
organized  under  the  bUl  in  process  of  completion.  The  horses  (public) 
of  the  Missouri  State  Militia  being  mustered  out  will  be  reissued  to  the 
remaining  companies,  so  as  to  keep  them  mounted.  I  am  having  large 
number  of  copies  of  General  Orders,  No.  7,  prepared  and  will  send  you 
your  proportion  with  detailed  instructions.  I  leave  in  the  morning  for 
Saint  Louis  to  advise  with  General  Dodge,  and  will  urge  the  transfer 
to  your  district  of  the  residue  of  your  regiment.  I  propose  the  follow- 
ing scout,  the  movement  to  begin  on  Wednesday  morning  next  and 
continue  for  four  or  five  days :  I  will  send  from  here  a  force  to  Tabo, 
La  Fayette  County,  to  patrol  the  creek ;  a  column  from  here  to  pass 
east  of  Columbus  and  to  the  vicinity  of  Wagon  and  Buck  Knobs,  throw- 
ing out  a  flanking  party  to  Eenick  Mills.  You  send  your  available 
cavalry  from  Pleasant  Hill  to  the  left  and  a  little  south  of  Buck  Knob. 
Throw  the  balance  of  your  cavalry  toward  Lisbon,  on  the  Missouri 
River,  with  instructions  to  patrol  toward  Wellington,  and  then  press  in 
as  much  infantry  as  you  can  into  Snibar  Ilills  and  vicinity  of  Chapel 
Hill,  to  scour  the  bush  and  caves.  I  will  also  move  at  the  same  time  a 
scout  from  Lexington  to  Greenton  Valley.  Keep  the  infantry  on  the 
center  and  cavalry  on  the  circumference,  and  I  think  if  there  is  a  den 
of  the  rebel  beasts  in  that  locality  wo  will  stir  it  up.  Look  well  to  the 
rear  of  your  infantry;  advise  your  officers  of  the  plan,  to  prevent  mis- 
haj)S,  To  insure  recognition,  let  the  party  who  hails  ask,  "  Who  comes 
there?"  Answer,  "America."  The  party  hailed  then  asks,  "  Who  are 
you  V  Answer,  "  Dodge."  Report  fully  the  result  of  your  co-operation 
immediately  on  return  of  the  scout. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  F.  PHILIPS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  District. 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqes.  Dist.  of  Southwest  Missouri, 

No.  27.  1  Springfield,  Mo.,  January  38, 1865. 

I.  Lieut.  Ool.  .J.  F.  McMahan,  Sixteenth  Eegiment  Missouri  Cav- 
alry Volunteers,"  is  hereby  assigned  to  duty  as  commanding  officer  of 
the  Post  of  Lebanon,  Mo.  He  will  assume  command  of  the  post  with- 
out delay,  and  relieve  Maj.  R.  K.  Hart. 

II.  Maj.  E.  K.  Hart,  Sixteenth  Eegiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volun- 
teers, upon  being  relieved  from  duty  as  commanding  officer  of  the  Post 
of  Lebanon,  Mp.,  will  without  delay  assume  command  of  the  regiment. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Sanborn: 

WM.  T.  KITTEEDGE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquaetees  District  of  Southwest  Missouri, 

Springfield,  Mo.,  January  28, 1865. 
Capt.  Anderson  Morton, 

Commanding  at  Osceola,  Mo. : 
Captain:  Your  communication  of  the  23d  instant  is  received  and 
contents  noted.  No  application  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  has  been 
received  here  for  any  change  at  Osceola.  If  any  is  received  it  will  not 
be  acted  upon  until  after  a  report  from  officers  in  that  immediate  vicin- 
ity. In  answer  to  a  letter  from  Colonel  Philips,  I  have  informed  him 
that  you  would  continue  to  report  to  him;  but  in  your  conduct  anil 
management  of  affairs  be  governed  by  the  general  orders  of  this  dis- 
trict. You  will  therefore  report  and  be  governed  accordingly.  If 
there  are  two  or  more  parties  in  your  section,  avoid  connection  and 
favors  to  each,  but  arrest  all  guilty  of  crime  and  disorder  without  fear 
or  favor.  Inform  me  of  the  condition  in  your  locality  from  time  to  time 
as  circumstances  may  require. 

EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  SAKBOEN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  op  Southwest  Missouri, 

Springfield,  Mo.,  January  38,  1865. 
Commanding  Officer  Lebanon,  Mo.  : 

The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  the  numerous  com- 
plaints which  reach  these  headquarters  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  troops 
at  your  post  reveal  a  state  of  demoralization  and  insubordination  that 
calls  for  his  severest  censure.  That  this  condition  of  aft'airs,  so  sub- 
versive, of  all  discipline  and  good  order,  must  be  the  result  of  neglect 
of  his  duties  on  the  part  of  the  commanding  officer  at  that  post,  or  of 
ignorance  as  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  those  duties,  only  less  culpa- 
ble than  willtul  neglect.  The  duties  of  a  commanding  oflicer  are  clearly 
defined  in  Army  Eegulatious  and  existing  orders.  Prominent  among 
these  is  the  duty  of  enforcing  and  preserving  discipline  and  good  order, 
and  a  punctual  and  faithful  compliance  with  existing  orders  on  the  part 
of  the  troops  of  his  command.  Within  the  limits  of  his  command  his 
authority  in  respect  to  this  paramount  duty  of  a  commander  is  abso- 
lute and  unquestioned.    The  fruitful  source  of  all  the  disorders  com- 
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plained  of  is  to  be  found  iu  the  fact  that  this  rightful  authority  of  the 
commanding  ofiacer  is  not  exercised  to  enforce  existing  orders,  which, 
when  properly  enforced,  will  bo  found  amply  sufficient  to  maintain  that 
quiet  and  subordination  which  are  the  distingui.shing  characteristics 
of  a  good  soldier.  These  orders  require,  among  other  things,  first, 
that  soldiers  be  prohibited  from  leaving  their  camps  Avithout  written 
permission,  unless  on  duty,  and  from  lounging  about  the  town  iu  bar- 
rooms, saloons,  or  the  streets;  second,  that  drunkenness  must  not  be 
tolerated  in  any  command.  You  are  directed  and  required  to  see  that 
these  rules  are  strictly  enforced  for  the  future  at  your  post.  Especially 
is  it  your  duty  to  see  that  the  provisions  of  tlie  inclosed  order  (General 
Orders,  No.  9,  district  headquarters,  of  18C4,  regulating  the  sale  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors)  are  strictly  complied  with  to  the  fullest  extent.  While 
this  order  makes  it  the  special  duty  of  the  local  provost-marshal  to 
confiscate  the  stock  of  merchants  and  others  violating  its  provisions,  it 
also  requires  you,  its  commanding  ofiScer,  to  see  that  this  is  done,  and 
if  necessary,  in  the  absence  of  the  provost-marshal  or  otherwise,  to 
cause  it  to  be  done  yourself.  You  will  establish  and  maintain  a  suffi- 
cient provost  guard  to  enforce  these  rules.  You  will  place  this  guard 
in  charge  of  an  efficient  and  discreet  officer,  and  .hold  him  and  them 
responsible  for  a  prompt  and  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties.  Direct 
them  to  arrest  all  soldiers  absent  from  camp  without  a  pass,  unless  on 
duty,  and  all  found  drunk,  and  see  to  it  that  men  thus  offending  are 
summarily  punished  by  confinement,  extra  duty,  or  otherwise,  as  the 
nature  of  the  case  may  demand.  Appoint  an  officer  of  the  day  each 
day  and  hold  him  to  a  rigid  discharge  of  his  duties.  By  these  and 
other  means,  which  will  readily  suggest  themselves,  it  is  hoped  that 
the  evils  complained  of  will  shortly  cease.  (Juiet  and  good  order  must 
be  re-established  and  maintained  at  your  post  for  the  future,  and  you 
will  be  held  strictly  responsible  that  this  is  done,  and  will  if  necessary 
use  the  entire  force  at  your  disposal  to  accomplish  this  end. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  T.  KITTKEDGE. 
Captain  and  Asnstont  Adjutant-General. 


llKADtlUAETEllS   DISTRICT   OF   SOUTHWEST   MlSSOUllI, 

Uprinrfjield,  31o.,  January  ^y,  7.S0'.;. 

M.  11.  lilTCHEY, 

Jefferson  City,  Mo. : 
Sir:  Y"our  communication  of  the  24th  instant  Ctame  duly  to  hand  and 
the  contents  are  noted.  I  am  and  for  a  long  time  have  been  fully  aware 
of  the  irregularities  and  crimes  committed  by  some  of  our  troops,  and 
know  more  fully  than  anybody  else  can  the  difficulty  in  suppressing 
them  entirely.  The  whole  difficulty  in  this  matter  is  with  the  people 
and  those  against  whom  these  wrongs  and  crimes  are  committed.  How 
are  these  evils  to  be  remedied  unless  the  parties  inflicting  tbem  are 
punished  ?  How  are  tlie  parties  to  be  punished  unless  they  are  reported 
and  known?  And  how  are  they  to  be  known  unless  reported  by  the 
persons  who  suffer  by  them  ?  I  have  made  every  effort  since  I  have 
been  in  command  here  to  induce  the  people  to  report  every  wrong  and 
irregularity  committed  upon  their  persons  and  property  at  once  to  me 
or  to  the  district  provost- marshal.  In  those  sections  of  the  district 
where  this  is  done  quiet  and  good  order  prevails.  Where  the  people 
cannot  be  induced  to  do  it  irregularities  and  lawlessness  to  some  exteuti 
43  B  B— ypL  XJLVIII,  VT  I 
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do  aud  will  iibound.  Since  luy  return  I  have  issued  an  order  on  this 
subject,  which  1  inclose,  and  the  people  must  act  in  conformity  Avith 
the  order  or  sutfer  from  constant  depredations.  If  they  continue  to  act 
the  part  of  cravens  aud  cowards,  Avhen  fully  assured  that  they  have  to 
support  and  aid  them  the  stronj;^  arm  of  the  law  and  the  military 
power  of  the  Federal  Government,  I  can  see  no  way  to  correct  existing 
evils.  Every  soldier  and  man  complained  against  for  crime  in  that 
section  has  been  at  once  arrested  and  speedily  tried  and  i)unished. 
Complaint  has  been  made  of  two  soldiers  killiuj;-  the  Bell  boy,  and  both 
are  arrested  and  will  soon  be  tried.  In  a  command  so  large,  tempo- 
rarily, it  is  utterly  impossible  for  me  to  get  at  the  individual  cases  of 
crime  unless  the  people  promptly  rejiort  them.  When  the  time  comes 
that  every  citizen  feels  it  his  duty  to  aud  does  report  every  case  of 
crime  that  comes  to  his  knowledge,  then  law  and  order  can  be  speedily 
restored,  together  with  ]jublic  conlidence  and  a  universal  feeling  of 
security. 

Ilesi)ectfully.  yours, 

JOim  B.  SANBORX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Macon,  January  38,  1805 — llAO  a.  m. 
Maj.  J.  W.  Barnes, 

Aissistant  Adjutant-General : 
The  Forty-ninth  Infantry  Missouri  Volunteers  will  be  concentrated 
at  Mexico  by  Monday  evening,  with  the  exception  of  Company  I,  now 
statmned  at  Brunswick.     Shall  I  order  the  nine  companies  to  Benton 
Barracks  at  once,  or  await  the  arrival  of  the  one  company? 

W.  T.  CLARKE, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEAlXiUAKTEliS   DEPARTMENT   UP   THE   MISSOURI 

T  •     X  T^-  r,^   ^.  /Sawtt  Luuis,  January  3S,  1863. 

Lieut.  ^\ .  T.  Clarke  : 

Send  forward  at  once  the  nine  companies  of  Forty-ninth  Missouri 
b  orward  the  other  company  as  soon  as  possible. 
By  order : 

J.  W.  BARNES, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Heaik^ttarters  Department  op  the  Missouri 
Lieut.  W.  T.  CLARKE :  '^'"'"'  ^'"^*''  ^"'^^"'■2'  ~'^''  ^^'^^^"• 

by1»ther  troops^r'"'"''*'''^  by  the  removal  of  the  Forty-ninth  being  tilled 


J.  W.  BARNES, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Maj.  J.  W.  BARNES,  ^^''°'''  ''""^""^  ''^  1865-9.30  j>.  m. 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

ForJl'^nLth*  ^^h^.ir^'n''  ^"  '"""  P«i°t«  ^^^c^ted  by  the  removal  of  the 
i^  orty.umth.     Shall  send  company  of  Ninth  Missouri  State  MUitia  dis- 
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moiiuted  to  Mexico  and  Warrenton,  and  one  of  Kutzner's  companies  to 
Fulton,  Callaway  County.  It  will  answer  until  the  reorganization  of 
the  militia,  or  until  Other  troops  can  be  sent  to  the  district. 

W.  T.  CLARKE, 

Lieutenant  and  Actimj  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Obdees,  )    Hdqrs.  District  or  North  Misscuiei, 

No.  22.  )  Macon,  Mo.,  January  2S,  1865. 

IV,  Company  M,  Ninth  Cavalry  Missouri  State  Militia,  will  proceed 
without  delay  by  rail  to  Mexico,  Mo.  The  commanding  officer  will 
detail  a  sufdcient  guard  to  report  for  duty,  guarding  commissary  stores 
at  Warrenton  and  the  bridge  over  the  Perruque.  Quartermaster's 
department  will  furnish  traTisportation. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Cen.  Clinton  B.  Fisk : 

W.  T.  CLARKE, 
First  Lieutenant,  Aide-de-Gamp,  and  Avtg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Oen. 


Macon,  January  28, 1865. 
Col.  E.  A.  KUTZNER, 

Glasgow,  Mo. : 
One  company  from  your  command  will  be  ordered  by  you  to  march 
to-morrow  to  Fulton,  Callaway  County,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 
Send  one  company  of  the  Ninth,  if  practicable. 
Bv  order  of  Brigadier-General  Fisk: 
•^  W.  T.  CLARKE, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Macon,  January  28,  1865. 

Capt.  C.  C.  Byrne, 

Warrenton : 
A  detachment  of  Ninth  Cavalry  Missouri  State  Militia  will  be  sent 
you  on  Monday,  sufficient  for  guard  duty.  ..rtx^i-i,^ 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Denver,  Colo.  Ter.,  January  28,  1865. 

Major-General  Curtis, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. : 
Three  hundred  Indians  attacked  Valley  Station  today;  burned  100 
tons  Government  hay,  drove  off  050  head  of  cattle  of  Moore  &  Co.  Lieu- 
tenant Kennedy,  commanding,  with  sixty  men  fought  them  and  are 
pursuing.  Twelve  Indians  killed.  Only  100  soldiers  on  the  entire 
route,  190  miles.  ^^  MOONLIGHT, 

Colonel. 
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Headquarters  District  op  the  Upper  Arkansas, 

Fort  Biley,  Kans.,  January  28, 1865. 
Maj.  G.  S.  Charlot, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Department  of  Kansas  : 
MA.JOR :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  general 
commanding  all  quiet  this  side  of  Fort  Larned.  Small  guerrilla  bands 
and  war  ijarties  of  Indians  between  Lyon  and  Larned.  Streeter  &  Strick- 
ler's  train  was  attacked,  and  train  and  escort  returned  to  Fort  Larned, 
with  a  loss  of  1  killed  and  2  wounded.  The  sergeant  in  command  of 
escort  has  been  arrested,  and  the  affair  will  have  a  thorough  investiga- 
tion. I  forward  by  this  mail  the  report  of  the  sergeant  iu  command. 
I  would  also  respectfully  invite  the  attention  of  the  general  commanding 
to  the  reports  of  Major  Anthony,  commanding  offlcer  at  Fort  Lyon,  as 
giving  a  brief  outline  of  affairs  upon  the  western  edge  of  my  district. 
The  report  of  Captain  Booth,  district  inspector,  made  in  pursuance  to 
Circular  No.  80,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  and  Special  Orders,  No.  239, 
paragraph  5,  from  department  headquarters,  shows  the  condition  of  that 
portion  of  the  First  Colorado  Cavalry  in  this  district.  I  would  respect- 
fully ask  for  instructions  in  their  case,  and  suggest  that  the  whole 
regiment  be  ordered  to  Fort  Lyon  (where  the  majority  of  it  is  now  ou 
duty)  or  consolidated  and  reorganized,  and  that  a  special  mustering 
officer  be  sent  out  for  this  purpose.  Two  companies  of  the  Eleventh 
Kansas,  E  and  C,  with  the  four  mountain  howitzers  have  been  sent 
to  Fort  Larned,  which,  with  Companies  E,  F,  M,  and  L,  of  the  Second 
Coloi'ado  Cavalry  (although  these  latter  companies  are  much  reduced 
in  numbers),  will  render  the  travel  between  Larned  to  Lyon  safe  against 
any  ordinary  war  parties  of  Indians.  Fort  Zarah  is  garrisoned  by 
Companies  C,  G,  K,  and  I,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry,  with  two  moun- 
tain howitzers.  The  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry  will  arrive  at  this 
post  on  Monday,  and  shall  be  sent  forward  at  once.  A  thorough  sys- 
tem of  scouting  is  kept  up  at  all  the  posts  so  that  moving  parties 
of  Indians  are  well  watched.  An  intelligent  half-breed  Clieyenne 
Indian — the  son  of  a  late  sutler  at  Fort  Laramie — who  was  within  the 
Indian  camp  at  Sand  Creek  at  the  time  of  the  Colonel  Chivington 
affair,  and  who  was  obliged  to  nan  with  them,  has  just  come  into  my 
headquarters  and  confirms  the  report  of  Major  Anthony,  and  states 
that  there  are  from  2,500  to  3,000  warriors  encamped  140  miles  north 
of  Fort  Lyon,  waiting  but  the  opportunity  to  strike  a  blow  upon  the 
frontier  settlements.  The  name  of  this  half-breed  is  Edward  Gurrier; 
address,  Paola,  Kans.  Before  a  campaign  can  be  made  against  the 
Indians  more  horses  will  have  to  be  sent  to  the  troops,  as  about  one- 
half  are  dismounted.  The  district  is  also  but  pooi'ly  supplied  with 
ammunition,  owing  to  the  neglect  or  want  of  forethought  on  the  part  of 
the  acting  ordnance  officer.  Owing  to  the  slowness  with  which  the 
quartermaster  and  commissary  su])plies  are  forwarded  from  Leaven- 
worth that  department  of  my  district  is  not  in  as  good  condition 
as  it  should  be.  For  this  reason  I  have  sent  Capt.  IJ.  W.  Scott,  chief 
quartermaster  of  the  district,  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  together  Mith 
Lieutenant  Manville,  regimental  quartermaster  Second  Colorado  Cav- 
alry, to  make  arrangements  for  the  forwarding  of  supplies  and  horses 
and  other  important  business  connected  witli  that  department. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  H.  FORD, 
Colonel,  Commanding  District. 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqks.  District  of  the  Upper  Arkansas, 
No.  20.  y  Fort  Riley,  Kans.,  January  28,  1865. 

1.  Companies  E  and  C,  Eleventh  Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry,  are 
hereby  relieved  from  duty  with  their  regiment  and  will  proceed  to 
Fort  Larned,  Kans.,  reporting  upon  their  arrival  to  the  commanding 
officer  Port  Larned  for  duty.  The  chief  quartermaster  District  of 
Upper  Arkansas  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation  to  Fort 
Larned,  Kans. 

*«*»♦*# 
By  order  of  Col.  James  H.  Ford: 

J.  E.  TAPPAN, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Upper  Arkansas, 

Fort  Riley,  January  §8,  1865. 
Capt.  Thomas  Moses,  Jr.. 

Commanding  Fort  Larned: 
I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commnnicatioii 
of  the  24th  instant  in  regard  to  the  size  of  garrison  at  Fort  Larned.  I 
have  this  day  ordered  Company  L,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry,  from  Fort 
Ellsworth  to  Fort- Larned  for  duty,  and  two  companies  of  the  Eleventh 
Kansas  will  leave  here  in  a  day  or  two,  viz.  Company  E,  with  four 
mountain  howitzers,  and  C  squadron,  to  report  to  you  for  duty,  which 
I  think  will  give  you  sufficient  garrison  for  all  your  work.  The  colonel 
commanding  wishes  you  to  put  up  a  sufficient  quantity  of  ice  for  the 
use  of  the  garrison  during  the  coming  summer  months;  at  any  rate 
sufficient  for  the  use  of  the  hospital.  Mr.  Shrewsbury,  corn  contractor, 
starts  his  train  with  corn  sufficient 'to  fill  his  contract  immediately 
for  your  post,  so  that  you  need  not  purchase  of  other  parties.  The  pay- 
master arrived  here  on  the  24th  instant,  but  will  not  be  with  you  for 
about  two  weeks.  Have  that  affair  thoroughly  investigated — the 
attack  upon  the  sutler's  train.  The  colonel  commqnding  is  of  the 
impression  that  the  affair  was  mismanaged,  and  that  the  escort  did 
indiscriminate  plundering  and  were  drunk  at  the  time  of  the  attack. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  E.  TAPPAN, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

New  Orleans,  January  29, 1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 
I  have  the  honor  to  state  for  the  information  of  the  major-general 
commanding  that  the  good  of  the  service  requires  that  IJrigadier-Gen- 
eral  Ullmann,  commanding  at  Morganza,  be  relieved  from  that  post.  I 
have  reason  to  believe,  though  without  evidence  to  prove  it,  that  Mr. 
Dumas,  the  so-called  post  sutler,  is  an  agent  or  partner  of  the  general. 
He  has  repeatedly  violated  orders  and  military  etiquette  in  communicat- 
ing direct  with  headquarters  military  division,  and  is  not,  in  my  judg- 
ment, fit  for  the  important  place  he  holds.  I  have  no  officer  to  replace 
him  with,  and  think  that  this  post  and  district  should  be  separated  from 
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Districts  of  Baton  Rouge  and  Port  Hudson  and  commanded  by  a  good 
officer  of  old  date.  The  JJistrict  of  Pensacola  (West  Florida)  is  now  of 
sufficient  importance  to  require  the  services  of  a  more  active  officer  than 
General  McKean.  There  is  no  positive  fault  to  be  found  with  liim 
except  the  deficiency  of  life  and  energy. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

AND  U.  S.  Forces  at  Devall's  Bluff,  Ark., 

January  29,  186r,. 
Capt.  J.  L.  Price, 

Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry,  Commanding  Cavalry  Detachment : 
You  will  march  your  men  on  board  the  Ella  and  ])roceed  up  the  river, 
landing  two  miles  above  on  the  east  side  at  an  old  ferry.  After  land- 
ing move  your  men  eastwardly  a  mile  or  two,  and  then  take  a  road 
running  northward  until  you  strike  tlie  bayou  «;onnecting  White  River 
with  the  Cache  River.  Along  this  bayou  you  will  establish  a  picket- 
line,  and  then  scour  the  country  between  the  two  rivers.  If  you 
find  armed  men  skulking  about  shoot  them  on  the  spot.  Unarmed 
men,  women,  and  children  you  will  treat  with  kindness  and  considera- 
tion, respecting  ])rivate  property.  You  are  furnished  with  three  days' 
rations,  and  will  be  held  responsible  that  during  that  time  no  pillaging 
or  taking  of  private  property  is  allowed.  Keep  up  the  picket-line  and 
establish  your  camp  at  supporting  distance  without  molesting  private 
citizens.  Within  three  days  you  will  receive  further  orders. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Alexander  Slialer : 

CHAS.  E.  HOWE, 
Captain,  Twelfth  Michigan  Infty.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Executive  Department, 
„  ,  JefersoH  City,  Mo.,  January  29,  18G5. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  U.  S.: 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  that  the  condition  of  Missouri  justi- 
fies me  in  making  and  the  United  States  in  accepting  the  following 
proposition :  That  I  will  call  out  and  organize  for  twelve  months'  service 
in  the  State  of  Missouri  the  number  of  men  embraced  in  the  quota  of 
the  State  under  the  recent  call  of  the  President  in  such  proportions  of 
infantry  and  cavalry  as  the  commanding  general  of  this  department 
may  direct,  they  to  be  accepted  in  satisfaction  of  the  quota  of  the  State. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THUS.  C.  FLETCHER, 

Governor  of  Missotiri. 

Headquarters  District  of  Southwest  Missouri, 
„  .      „  Springfield,  Mo.,  January  29.  1865. 

Ma,ior-General  Dodge, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri: 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  comnmnicate  that  the  following  forces 
of  the  enemy  are  north  of  the  Arkansas  River,  viz:  Col.  Buck  Brown's 
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command,  150  men,  is  in  the  vicinity  of  Cane  Hill;  Colonel  Dobbin's 
brigade,  composed  of  Colonel  Adams',  Colonel  Lyles',  Colonel  Free- 
man's, and  Colimel  Nichols'  regiments  is  at  Crowley's  Ridge,  between 
the  Black  and  Saint  Francis  Rivers.  This  force  is  reported  to  be  2,000 
strong  and  well  armed.  Schnable  has  disbanded  his  command  and 
re])orted  to  Colonel  Bobbin  for  orders.  The  men  that  composed  his 
command  are  still  scattered  about  the  country,  armed,  and  one  band  of 
them,  in  the  vicinity  of  Mount  Olive,  on  White  River,  numbers  about 
seventy-five  men.  All  Northern  Arkansas  is  clear  of  any  force  of  the 
enemy  at  present.  About  the  20th  instant  Colonel  Brooks  was  appar- 
ently making  au  effort  to  cross  the  Arkansas,  coming  north  near  Clarks- 
ville  with  a  section  of  artillery  and  a  regiment  of  cavalry.  He  had 
not  succeeded  at  last  accounts,  as  the  river  was  high,  but  had  fired 
his  artillery  into  transports  from  Fort  Smith,  and  compelled  two  or 
three  boats  to  return  to  Fort  Smith  and  Van  Buren.  The  general  talk 
and  understanding  among  guerrillas,  Confederate  soldiers,  and  citizens 
in  that  country  is  that  there  will  be  a  grand  general  crusade  into  this 
State  as  soon  as  grass  grows  in  the  sjiring.  Confederate  ofQcers  state 
that  they  don't  know  anything  about  what  they  are  going  to  do  in  the 
spring.  I  will  have  full  information  from  Price's  headquarters  in  two 
or  three  weeks.    p]verything  is  quiet  in  the  district. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  SANBORN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Hbadqttakters  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

JEastport,  Miss.,  January  30,  1805 — ]U  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  E.  S.  Canby, 

New  Orleans : 
I  am  directed  by  Lieutenant-General  Grant*  to  send  you  the  corps 
of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  J .  Smith  and  fi;j?e  divisions  of  the  cavalry  command 
under  General  Wilson  as  soon  as  possible,  with  orders  to  report  to  you 
at  New  Orleans.  The  necessary  orders  have  already  been  given  to  get 
them  off  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  it  will  expedite  matters  very  much, 
I  think,  if  you  will  send  to  this  point  all  the  steamers  you  can  secure  to 
transport  this  force  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  The  whole  force  will 
number  about  30,000  men,  and  there  will  also  be  from  20,000  to  25,000 
animals.  They  will  need  to  be  supplied  with  forage  and  subsistence 
stores  to  take  them  from  this  point  to  New  Orleans,  and  it  is  advisable 
that  you  send  a  sufficient  supply  by  steamers  here  to  carry  them  to  New 
Orleans.  They  will  embark  here  as  rapidly  as  transportation  can  be 
furnished  them. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major- General,  U.  >S.  Army,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  op  West  Mississippi, 

No.  30.  )  ¥eio  Orleans,  La.,  January  30, 1865. 

1.  Maj.  Gen.  F.  J.  Herron,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  having  completed  the 
duties  to  which  he  was  assigned  by  Special  Orders,  No.  151,  paragraph 

*  See  Ilalleck  to  'Dioidub,  .January  26  and  29,  Vol.  XLIX,  Part  I. 
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4,  series  of  1864,  from  these  headquarters,  is  hereby  ordered  to  report 
to  the  commaudiug-  general  Department  of  the  Gulf  for  assignment  to 
duty. 

3.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  Eighty-third  Ohio  Volunteers  will 
proceed  with  his  regiment,  via  Lake  Poutchar train  liailroatl,  to  Lakeport, 
where  a  steamer  is  in  readiness  to  carry  the  command  to  the  JJistrict 
of  West  Florida  and  Southern  Alabama.  Arriving  off  East  Pasca- 
goula,  the  commanding  officer  will  report  for  orders  to  Mnjor-General 
Granger  without  disembarking  his  troops,  and  if  that  place  is  no  longer 
held  by  our  forces  he  will  proceed  to  Port  Gaines  and  report  in  like 
manner. 

5.  Maj.  James  E.  Montgomery,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  volun- 
teers, is  hereby  relieved  from  duty  in  this  command  and  ojdered  to  pro- 
ceed to  Washington,  D.  C,  and  report  in  jierson  to  the  Adjutant-General 
of  the  Army.  This  action  is  based  upon  a  surgeon's  certificate,  show- 
ing that  a  change  of  climate  is  absolutely  necessary  to  save  life  or 
prevent  permanent  disability. 

####### 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  K.  S.  Oanby : 

0.  T.  CHRTSTENSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Astsistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqes.  Military  Ditision  of  West  Mississippi, 

Office  op  the  (Jhief  Signal  Officer, 

N'c'W  Orleans,  La.,  January  3U,  1865, 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

AsH.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi : 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  information  received  at  this  office  this  30th  day  of 
January,  1865:  A  communication  from  Maj.  O.  P.  Newberry,  Salem, 
Mo.,  January  18,  1865,  states  that  it  is  rumored  that  General  Freeman 
(reported  from  this  office  as  commanding  a  brigade  in  Marmaduke's 
division  of  cavalry)  has  disbanded  his  force  until  spring,  when  it  is  to 
be  reorganized.  His  force  is  now  scattered  over  the  country  in  squads 
of  eight  or  ten  men.  A  communication  from  Capt.  Andrew  G.  Fitz, 
Port  Hudson,  January  25,  states  that  a  Confederate  force  of  400.  under 
Colonel  Powers,  is  reported  at  Beaver  Creek  Bridge,  between  Center- 
ville  and  Liberty,  Miss.  Francis  Eeilly  (a  deserter  from  the  City  Bat- 
talion, Mobile),  left  Mobile  January  22,  1865.  Has  been  engaged  a 
long  time  on  the  obstructions;  states  that  there  are  the  following  water 
batteries:  Battery  Gladden,  mounting  four  32-pounders  and  two  64- 
pounders,  six  guns;  Battery  Mcintosh,  mounting  four  32-pounders  and 
two  64-pounders;  Battery  Tracy,  small  battery,  inefficient;  Battery 
Huger  has  200  men  working  on  it  now,  one  gun;  Spanish  Fort,  in 
M:hich  is  a  portion  of  the  Fortieth  Alabama.  Thomas  Vaughn  a 
deserter  from  the  Buchanan  Battery,  formerly  belonged  to  the  gun- 
boat Gaines,  left  Mobile  January  22,  1865;  states  that  Buchanan  Bat- 
tery is  commanded  by  Capt,  P.  U.  Murphy.  Captain  Bennett,  who 
lately  commanded  it,  is  now  in  command  of  the  gun-boat  Nashville- 
states  there  are  four  batteries  at  Choctaw  Point,  viz,  Light-House 
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Battery  (on  site  of  light-house)  mounts  six  guns,  rifled;  Missouri  Bat- 
tery mounts  four  guns,  rifled;  Buchanan  Battery  mounts  four  guns, 
rifled;  Battery  K  (32-pounder  rifles)  fartliest  from  the  city.  Eighteen 
or  twenty  deserters  from  the  Federal  Army  are  in  the  Light  House  Bat- 
tery. States  that  McCnlloch's  command  started  for  Tupelo  January  19 
to  join  Dick  Taylor.  McCuUoch's  force  numbers  only  8()0.  A  part  of 
Maury's  cavalry  has  gone  to  Point  Clear,  east  side  of  the  bay.  Maury's 
command  numbers  800;  Captain  Brooks'  company  home-guard  cav- 
alry, 92;  Butts'  battalion  home  guards,  300;  Casey's  battalion  home 
gnards,  300;  First  and  Second  Alabama  Ileserves,  home-guards,  1,000; 
cadets,  200;  Charpentier's  light  artillery,  70;  total  in  and  about 
Mobile,  2,762.  States  that  General  Beauregard  was  iu  Mobile  January 
20,  1865,  since  ■whicli  little  has  been  said  in  legard  to  the  evacuation  of 
the  city.  The  fortification  on  Choctaw  Bluff  has  been  condemned  and 
dismantled. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  M.  EATOTiJ^, 

Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  Mil.  Div.  of  Went  Mississippi. 


Hdqes.  Military  Division  op  West  Mississippi, 

Netv  Orleans,  La.,  January  30, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  A.  Htjrlbut, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf,  New  Orleans,  La. : 
Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  inform  you 
that  permits  and  safe-conducts  for  the  bringing  out  by  the  way  of 
Yazoo  Kiver  of  products  of  insurrectionary  districts,  in  accordance  with 
General  Orders,  No.  80,  series  of  J864,  fiom  these  headquarters,  may 
now  be  granted,  subject  to  the  usual  restri(;tions  and  conditions. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  CHRISTBNSEF, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  Maj.  Gen.  K.  J.  T.  Dana,  commanding  Department  of  Mis- 
sissippi, Memphis,  Tenn.) 


Headquarters  La  Fourciie  District, 
Thihodeaux,  La.,  January  30,  18(15.     (Received  8.55  p.  m.) 

Capt.  Frederic  Speed, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Defenses  of  Neic  Orleans: 
I  have  just  received  the  following  dispatch  from  Colonel  Harris,  at 
Brashear  City: 

I  have  just  learned  that  the  rebels  .arc  repairing  the  road  from  Franklin  to  this 
place.  They  have  been  taking  negroes  from  the  plantations  to  do  the  work,  and 
that  Captain  King  remarked  in  the  hearing  of  some  of  them  that  he  guessed  that  it 
wonld  do  for  General  Bnckucr  and  his  artillery  to  go  over.  The  rebels  have  been 
very  troublesome  lately,  stealing  horses  and  conscripting  on  my  front. 

Major  Davis  is  pursuing  one  party  with  a  force  from  Napoleonville, 
and  I  have  a  detachment  out  from  Thibodeaux  after  another  party. 

E.  A,  CAMERON, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  District. 
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Headqtjaktees  Defenses  of  'New  Orleans, 

Neic  Orleans,  January  30,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  R.  A.  Cameron, 

Thibodeaux  : 
General  Sherman  directs  that  you  keep  up  as  tlioroush  reconnais- 
sances, as  possible,  and  also  catcli  those  parties  if  possible.     He  would 
like  to  hear  something  more  definite  about  the  Franklin  road,  and  asks 
if  a  trusty  scout  cannot  be  sent  over  there. 

FREDERIC  SPEED, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


DON;V.LDSONVTLLE,  Janiiory  SO,  1865. 

(Via  Bayou  Goula.     Received  1  p.  m.) 
Captain  Speed, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
Your  dispatch  of  yesterday  is  received.  I  took  five  of  the  largest 
companies  of  the  regiment  for  this  expedition,  and  leit  at  Napoleouville 
the  five  companies  that  had  been  at  Donaldsonville.  An  expeditioa 
was  sent  out  from  here  yesterday  consisting  of  forty-five  cavalry  and 
one  company  of  infantry,  which  has  not  yet  returned.  My  last  reports 
are  that  they  are  close  upon  Williams'  band. 

W.  SAYLES, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Defenses  of  Kew  Orleans, 

Neir  Orleans,  January  30, 1865. 

Commanding  Officer  Tlaquemine: 

Brigadier-General  Sherman  directs  me  to  call  your  attention  to  a 
closer  watch  of  the  communications  between  the  Grossetete  country 
and  Bayou  Goula.  It  is  known  that  numbers  of  the  enemy,  even  full 
companies,  are  in  the  habit  of  passing  down  that  way  to  Bayou  Goula 
and  returning  by  same  route.  Is  it  possible  that  the  enemy  can  thus 
pass  and  repass  the  Plaquemine  Bayou  at  the  distance  of  onlj'  six  or 
seven  miles  from  the  post  of  Plaquemine  without  it  being  known  in 
some  way  by  the  commanding  officer  there?  If  it  be  impracticable  to 
maintain  pickets  at  that  point,  are  not  reconnaissances  mads  sufficiently 
often  to  know  what  is  going  on  up  there?  Are  there  not  loyal  people 
enough  about  there  from  whom  information  can  be  obtained  either 
directly  or  through  scouts?  Your  most  serious  and  immediate  atten- 
tion is  called  to  this  matter,  and  if  you  consider  it  impossible  to  put  a 
stop  to  this  state  of  things,  you  will  so  report  it. 
i  am,  sir,  respectftilly, 

FREDERIC  SPEED, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Defenses  op  New  Orleans, 

li'ew  Orleans,  January  30,  1865. 
Major  Shaw, 

Oommanding,  Plaquemine : 
Colonel  Sayles  reports  that  some  of  his  force  is  pursuing  Williams' 
band  in  the  direction  of  Grand  River,  via  Bayou  La  Butte.     General 
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Sherman  directs  that  you  see  that  this  band  is  not  allowed  to  escape 
either  across  Grand  Eiver  or  into  the  Grossetete  country.  Acknowl- 
edge receipt. 

FREDERIC   SPEED, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Plaqttkmine,  January  30,  1865. 

(Received  5.25  p.  m.) 
Capt.  Frederic  Speed, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Defenses: 
Tour  dispatch  received.  My  cavalry  were  sent  to  the  vicinity  of  The 
Park  on  the  2Gth  instant,  and  have  been  unsuccessful  in  making  any 
captures  as  yet.  I  keej)  up  a  daily  communication  M-ith  them,  and  have 
sent  General  .Cameron  a  full  report  of  their  operations  since  leaving 
this  post. 

RICHARD   G.  SHAW, 
Major,  Gommandiny  Post. 


Special  Orders,  )         Hdqks.  Department  of  Arkansas, 

No.  27.  j  Little  Rock,  Arlc,  January  30,  1865. 

3.  The  following  regiments  of  the  Fourth  P>rigade,  Reserve  Corps, 
Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi,  are  hereby  relieved  from  duty 
in  this  department  and  will  be  reported  without  delay  to  the  command- 
ing otficer  of  that  brigade  at  New  Orleans,  La.:  Thirty- fifth  Regiment 
[Wisconsin]  Infantry  Volunteers,  battalion  Ninety-sixth  Ohio  Infantry 
Volunteers.  The  quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  the  necessary 
transportation. 

******* 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds: 

JOHN  LEVERING, 

Assistan t  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

AND  U.  S.  Forces  at  Dev all's  Bluff,  Ark., 

January  30,  1865. 
Capt.  J.  L.  Price, 

Commanding  Detachment  of  Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry: 

It  was  the  intention  and  perfectly  practicable  to  picket  along  the 
bayou  running  between  the  upper  and  lower  surrounding  hil!  from 
White  River  to  Cache  River.  The  brigadier-general  commanding 
desires  you  to  establish  the  line  as  directed,  the  left  resting  on  or  near 
the  White  River  and  the  right  on  or  near  the  Cache  River.  The  neigh- 
borhood is  easily  approached  by  land  from  this  place,  but  it  was 
thought  best  to  land  you  a  short  distance  up  the  river  and  save  a 
march.  Perhaps  you  have  landed  too  far  up.  If  so,  you  should  try 
and  work  your  way  down  so  as  to  get  into  the  district  desired  to  guard. 
Try  again  to-morrow  morning  and  report  in  the  afternoon  what 
success. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

CHAS.  E.  HOWE, 

Captain,  Twelfth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 
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Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Sevknth  Akmy  Corps, 

AND   U.  S.  FOHCES   AT   DEVALL'S   BlTTFP,  ARK., 

January  30,  18C5. 
First  Lieut.  A.  C.  Kuhn, 

Thirty-fifth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  Commanding  Detachment: 

Sir:  You  are  directed  to  go  by  steamer  Ella  to  I)es  Arc,  and  tliere 
take  down  aud  load  on  said  steamer  tlie  frame  of  a  large  warebouse 
staudiiig  near  tlie  bauk  of  the  river;  after  which  you  will  take  dowu 
any  otlier  building  which  you  find  deserted,  and  wliich  on  inquiring 
you  can  satisfy  yourself  belongs  to  rebels.  You  will  load  the  boat 
even  if  you  are  obliged  to  takedown  a  liouse  belonging  to  a  loyal  man, 
and  in  that  case  you  will  refer  the  owner  to  these  headquarters  and  see 
that  the  material  is  all  measured  before  loading.  You  wdl  not  touch 
the  property  of  a  loyal  man  except  the  frame  of  the  warehouse  referred 
to,  if  possible  to  load  the  boat  without  it,  and  in  no  case  will  you  touch 
a  building  that  is  occupied,  a  church,  or  a  school.liouse.  You  will  pro- 
cure all  the  bricks  and  other  suitable  material  for  building  chimneys 
possible.  Some  men  of  the  quartermaster's  department  will  accoinpany 
you,  and  you  will  advise  with  them  as  to  the  best  manner  of  taking 
down  a  building.  You  will  deploy  a  sufficient  number  of  your  men  on 
landing  to  prevent  citizens  from  mixing  up  with  your  men,  and  keep 
the  arms  of  the  fatigue  party  stacked  on  board  with  a  guard.  You 
will  allow  Jione  of  your  men  to  pass  outside  of  your  skirmish  line  or 
mix  up  with  the  citizens.  You  will  be  held  responsible  that  no  pillag- 
ing or  marauding  is  perpetrated.  On  your  arrival  back  report  to  these 
headquarters  before  disembarking  your  men.  On  the  return  trip  you 
may  take  on  board  any  of  the  citizens  that  desire  to  visit  this  post,  aud 
also  any  goods  and  chattels  they  wish  to  bring,  requiring  them  to 
report  to  the  provost-marshal  on  arriving  here.  The  captain  will  col- 
lect their  fare  and  freight  bills.  Refugees  and  contrabands  will  be 
brought  free  of  charge. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Alexander  Shaler: 

OIIAS.  E.  HOWE, 
Captain,  Tioelfth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Ocn. 


Special  Orders,  )        IIdqrs.  Cav.  Div.,  Ttii  Army  Corps, 

No.  22.  )  Little  Rock,  Arlc,  January  30,  ISCr,. 

II.  The  First  ^Missouri  Cavalry  upon  reaching  Tine  Bluff  will  dis- 
mount and  turn  over  their  horses  to  the  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry  at 
that  post. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  West: 

W.  A.  MAIITIN, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Arkansas, 

Liitle  Rock,  January  30,  18(15. 
Brigadier-General  Clayton, 

I'inc  Bluff,  Arl: : 
All  destitute  refugees  should  be  sent  to  Cairo,  111.    There  is  no  other 
provision  that  can  be  made  for  them  than  transportation  and  subsist- 
ence to  that  place. 
Bv  command  of  Major-General  Reynolds: 

JOHN  LEVERING, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Headquakteks  Distkict  op  West  Tennessee, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  January  30,  1865. 
Capt.  F.  VV.  Fox,     •  r      ,  ,  J      , 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  Mississippi : 
Captain  :  On  the  24tli  iustant  iny  attention  was  called  to  certain 
seditious  articles  in  tbe  Memphis  Daily  Evening  Democrat  of  tbe  23d 
instant,  commenting  unfavorably  upon  tbe  orders  and  policy  of  Major- 
General  Dana,  commanding  Department  of  Mississippi,  and  Major- 
General  Canby,  commanding  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi,  and 
upon  tbe  officers  and  orders  of  tbe  enrolled  militia  of  tbe  district. 
Also  an  article  charging  corruption  on  persons  in  high  places.  These 
articles,  taken  in  connection,  were  evidently  meant  and  intended  to 
bring  into  disrespect  the  military  authority,  and  to  obstruct,  hinder, 
and  defeat  military  orders  by  exciting  the  citizens  and  soldiers  within 
the  command  to  disobey  said  orders.  The  publications  above  referred 
to  have  been  cut  from  tbe  Memphis  Daily  Evening  Democratof  the  23d 
instant  and  are  attached  to  this  communication.*  1  dire(;ted  the  pro- 
vost-marshal to  arrest  the  editor  of  said  paper  and  bring  him  before  me. 
When  he  appeared  I  admonished  him  that  publications  reflecting  unfa- 
vorably upon  the  character  of  officers  in  tbe  military  service  or  any  dis- 
cussion of  military  orders  would  not  be  allowed,  and  that  in  future  he  must 
abstain  from  such  publications.  I  required  him  to  give  me  any  informa- 
tion that  he  might  possess  of  corrupt  or  improper  conduct  of  any  officer 
or  person  connected  with  the  military  service  within  the  District  of 
West  Tennessee,  alluded  to  by  him  in  said  articles.  He  declared  that 
he  had  no  such  information.  I  then  required  him  to  give  me  the  name 
of  any  person  who  he  bad  reason  to  believe  jjossesses  knowledge  of 
such  conduct  or  practices.  He  assured  me  that  he  bad  no  knowledge 
of  any  such  person.  These  questions  were  written  down  and  read  to 
him  and  ample  time  given  to  reflect  upon  and  answer  them.  Copies  of 
the  questions  and  answers  are  hereto  attached.  When  he  denied  al'l 
knowledge  and  information  of  tbe  charges  made  and  insinuated  by  him, 
I  prQposed  to  release  him  upon  tbe  condition  that  be  would  retract  the 
statements  made  and  iniblish  the  same  in  his  paper  of  tbe  25th.  He 
accepted  bis  release  from  arrest  upon  the  conditions  imposed  and  prom- 
ised that  the  proper  explanations  and  retractions  should  be  made  in  his 
I)aper  of  tbe  25th.  No  explanation  or  retraction  was  published  in  his 
paper  of  tbe  25tb,  but  another  offensive  article,  headed  "  Liberty  of  the 
press,"  appeared,  in  which  be  declared  himself  ready  to  prove  all  he 
had  heretofore  charged.  The  article  alluded  to  is  attached.*  For  this 
violation  of  orders  and  breach  of  his  parole  I  ordered  him  under  arrest 
a  second  time  and  placed  bim  in  confinement  in  tbe  military  prison. 
Today  he  addressed  me  a  petition,  a  copy  of  which  is  attached,*  in 
which  he  retracts  the  oflensive  statements  and  pledges  himself  to 
abstain  from  giving  offense  in  like  manner  again.  Mr.  J.  M.  Tomney, 
of  the  Treasury  Department,  pledged  himself  for  bis  future  good  con- 
duct and  I  immediately  released  bim.  1  submit  these  facts  and  trust 
my  conductwill  meet  tbe  approbation  of  tbe  major-general  commanding. 

Very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  C.  VEATOH, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

*  Not  found  as  incloaures. 
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[Incloaure.] 

Headquaeteks  District  of  West  Tennessee, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  January  30, 1865. 
Questions  propouuded  to  W.  H.  McOlay,  editor  of  the  Memphis 
Evening  Democrat,  when  examined  on  the  24:th  January,  1865: 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  corrupt  or  improper  con- 
duct of  any  officer  or  person  in  or  connected  witli  the  military  service 
of  the  District  of  West  Tennessee? 

Answer.  I  have  uc  such  kuowledge  or  information. 

Question.  Have  you  any  information  which  leads  you  to  believe  that 
any  other  person,  whose  name  you  can  give,  does  possess  the  knowledge 
of  such  corrupt  conduct  or  practice? 

Answer.  I  have  no  information  of  the  name  of  any  such  person. 

Question.  What  high  places  do  you  refer  to  in  your  article  headed 
"  Corruption,"  published  in  your  paper  of  the  23d  instant? 

Answer.  I  did  not  mean  any  particular  places.  I  bad  heard  vague  rumors,  but  I 
cannot  give  the  name  of  any  person  who  uttered  such  rumors,  nor  can  I  state  what 
persons  or  places  they  re+erred  to. 


General  Orders,  )  War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  11.  )  '  Washington,  January  30, 1865. 

I.  By  direction  of  the  President  the  Department  of  Kansas  is  merged 
into  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  and  Major-General  Curtis  is  trans- 
ferred to  the  Department  of  the  Northwest.  Headquarters  of  the  De- 
partment of  the  Missouri  is  transferred  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. 

II.  Major-General  Pope  is  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Military 
Division  of  the  Missouri,  including  the  Departments  of  the  Missouri 
and  the  Northwest,  headquarters  at  Sainj;  Louis. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )    War  Dept.,  Ad.tt.  General's  Office, 

No.  47.  )  Washington,  January  30,  1865. 

******* 

25.  Leave  of  absence  for  twenty  days,  with  permission  to  visit  Wash- 
ington City,  D.  C,  is  hereby  granted  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Ewing,  jr., 
U.  S.  Volunteers. 

******* 

41.  In  addition  to  his  present  duties,  Maj.  T.  1.  McKenny,  additional 
aide-de-camp,  -will  report  in  peison  without  delay  to  the  commanding 
general  Department  of  Kansas  to  relieve  ]\Iaj.  B.  S.  Henning,  Third 
Wisconsin  Cavalry,  in  his  duties  as  special  inspector  of  cavalry  for  that 
department. 

*****  *  4^ 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  AdjutoMt- General. 
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Special  Orders,  |  Hdqrs.  Department  op  the  Missouri, 

No.  30.  )  Saint  Louis,  January  30, 1865. 

1.  Cai)t.  E.  Adam,  commaiidiug  detachment  One  hundred  and  forty- 
fourth  Illinois  Volunteers,  will  report  with  his  command  for  duty  to 
Brig.  Geu.  Thomas  Ewiiig,  jr.,  connnandiug  Saint  Louis  District. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Dodge : 

J.  W.  BARNES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Mo.,  January  30,  1865. 
General  Fisk: 

Sir  :  I  sent  a  scout  of  men  out  under  the  command  of  Lieutenants 
Baker,  McKown,  and  Elliott.  I  ordered  them  to  cross  the  Missouri 
Elver  and  try  and  kill  a  band  of  guerrillas  commanded  by  one  Captain 
Hurleston.  They  killed  Hurleston  and  two  men  by  the  name  of  Fiske 
and  Wright,  all  noted  guerrillas.  We  captured  4  horses  and  equip- 
ments and  4  pistols.  It  being  out  of  my  district  I  felt  it  my  duty  to 
cross  and  kill  them.  I  Avill  start  after  the  remainder  of  the  band  this 
evening  and  wipe  them  out  if  possible. 

I  am,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CLAYTON  TIFFIN, 
Captain,  Commanding  Ray  County  Militia. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Kansas, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  January  30, 1865. 

Brigadier-General  Mitchell, 

Fort  Kearny: 

Leaving  Julesburg  was  a  great  mistake  and  caused  a  general  howl. 
The  stations  and  travel  must  be  guarded.  I  suppose  the  Julesburg 
Station  is  again  guarded.    Answer. 

S.  R.  CURTIS, 

MajorOeneral. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Kansas, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  January  30, 1865. 

Governor  John  Evans, 

Washington  : 
Yours  received.  The  troops  under  General  Mitchell  have  returned 
to  Overland  line  after  scouring  country  on  tributaries  of  Rei)ublicaii 
southwest  of  Julesburg.  The  Indians  retreated  north  of  Platte  toward 
Powder  River.  Trains  and  stages  are  moving,  and  I  think  we  will  keep 
the  line  open.  Need  more  troops  to  continue  movements  against  Indians 
and  strengthen  Overland  route.    Will  write  you. 

S.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major- General. 


688  LOUISIANA   AND    THE   TRANS-MISSISSIPPI.  [Chap.  LX. 

Headquarters  District  of  Colorado, 

Denver,  January  30,  1863. 
Capt.  George  L.  Sanborn, 

Late  of  the  First  Colorado  Cavalry,  Cherry  Creek,  Colo.  Ter. : 

Sir  :  In  view  of  the  scarcity  of  troops  in  this  district  and  the  exposed 
condition  of  your  section  of  the  country,  with  the  hostile  Indians  all 
around  you,  you  are  hereby  authorized  and  emi)owered  to  raise  a  com- 
pany to  i)rotect  that  section  of  the  country.  You  have  power  to  com- 
pel every  man  able  to  bear  arms,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  fifty, 
to  enroll  himself  under  your  orders,  and  these  men  will  by  details  be 
kept  scouting  the  country  for  miles  around,  day  and  night.  I  trust 
this  work  of  guardiug  your  section  of  country  to  your  vigilance, 
activity,  and  recognized  fidelity  and  ability.  I  do  not  restrict  you  to 
any  number  of  men,  as  I  desire  you  to  get  every  man  as  described  for, 
say,  ten  miles  around,  reporting  your  action  to  these  headquarters. 
The  company  will  be  a  militia  company,  and  I  Mill  consult  with  the 
governor  in  regard  to  the  matter  and  get  his  adoption  of  the  same, 
that  you  may  be  on  a  proper  and  equal  footing  with  all  others.  I  issue 
this  order  to  you  that  the  work  may  go  on  rapidly,  and  because  I  am 
informed  from  Fort  Lyon  that  an  attack  is  meditated  on  Denver  through 
your  section  of  country.  Should  the  men  not  act  proinx)tly  and  cheer- 
fully under  these  instructions,  I  will  be  compelled  to  call  out  every  man 
under  arms  and  hold  them  in  the  field  until  help  arrives  from  the  States, 
but  I  prefer  this  mode,  voluntary  service  always  being  better  than 
compulsory. 

Iles])ectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  MOONLIGHT, 
Colonel  Eleventh  Kannas  Cavalry,  Commaudinij. 

(Copy  to  governor  of  Colorado  Territory  and  S.  H.  Elbert,  acting 
governor  of  Colorado  Territory.) 


Joint  resolution  of  the  Legislative  Assemhly  of  Xeic  Me.rico 

Whereas  the  Territory  of  New  Mexi(!o  has  for  many  years  been 
exposed  to  the  ruinous  incursions  of  the  Navajo  Indians;  and 

Whereas  the  people  of  this  Territory  in  seeking  relief  from  the  many 
losses  and  grievous  injuries  they  have  suffered  at  the  hands  of  tlicse 
Indians,  have  frequently  petitioned  Congress  to  T)lacetliem  upon  a  res- 
ervation and  subject  them  to  a  discipline  which  would  prevent  them 
from  the  commission  of  more  depredation  sin  the  future;  and 

Whereas  Congress  and  the  War  and  Interior  Departments  of  the 
Government  have  approved  the  policy  of  placing  these  Indians  upon  a 
provisional  reservation  when  they  shall  be  changed  from  the  condition 
of  captivity  in  which  tliey  now  are :  Therefore, 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  council  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  New  Mexico,  That  these  bodies  tender  their  thanks  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  for  the  manner  in  which  it  has  complied 
with  our  petitions  for  relief  from  the  wrongs  which  the  Territory  has 
sufiered  at  the  bands  of  its  savage  enemies,  in  reducing  them  to  a  state 
of  captivity  at  the  Bosque,  as  the  place  of  security  for  the  Navajoes 
and  Apaches,  and  thereby  placing  it  out  of  their  power  to  commit  fur- 
ther depredations  in  the  future, 
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Be  U  further  resolved,  That  to  tbe  brave  soldiers  and  oflicers  of  our 
Territory,  who  pursued  the  Indians  iuid  conquered  them  iu  their  rugged 
mouutains  and  deep  canons,  we  owe  a  histing  debt  of  gratitude  for  the 
valor  exhibited  by  them,  and  for  the  hardships  and  sufferings  they 
endured  in  the  war  -wliich  resulted  iu  securing  peace  to  the  Territory 
and  iu  reducing  the  savages  to  a  state  of  captivity. 

Beit  further  resolved,  That  to  Brig.  Gen.  James  H.  Carleton,  com- 
mandant of  this  military  department,  we  give  our  most  grateful  thanjis 
for  the  energy  he  has  manifested  iu  prosecuting  successful  war  against 
our  savage  euemies,  and  for  introducing  amongst  us  that  Indian  ]»olicy 
which  has  relieved  theTciiitory  from  the  depredations  of  theNavajocs, 
and  which,  if  it  should  bo  continued,  [will  secure]  protection  against 
them  for  all  time  to  come. 

BIEGO  ARCHULETA, 

President  of  Council. 
PEDEO  VALDEZ, 
President  of  Mouse  of  Representatives. 

Ai)proved  January  30,  1805. 

HENltY  CONNELLY. 


llEArx^UAKTKUS   DePAKTMENT   OF   NEW  MEXICO, 

Santa  Fe,  iV,  Mex.,  January  30,  1865. 

Col.   CHEISTOrHEE   CAKSON, 

Taos,  K  3fex: : 
Colonel:  I  received  your  letter  from  Fort  Union,  and  it  gratifies 
me  to  learn  that  you  Avill  not  leave  the  service  while  I  remain  here.  A 
great  deal  of  my  good  fortune  iu  Indian  matters  here — iu  fact  nearly 
all  with  reference  to  Navajoes,  Mescalero  Apaches,  and  Kiowas — is  due 
to  you,  and  it  affords  me  pleasure  always  to  acknowledge  the  value  of 
your  services.  The  Comanche  head  chief  has  been  into  Bascom  and 
wants  peace.  He  has  returned  to  get  some  of  his  principal  men,  when 
he  will  come  back  iu  the  last  quarter  of  the  moon,  he  says,  next  month. 
Then  I  shall  go  down  aud  see  them,  and  if  possible  come  to  an  under- 
stauding  with  them.  If  yon  get  back  in  time  I  wish  you  to  go  with  me, 
liespectfully,  your  frieud, 

JAMES  II.  CARLETON, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding, 


HEAD(iIIARTEUS   DErARTMENT   OF   NEW  MEXICO, 

Santa  Fe,  N,  Mex.,  January  30,  1865, 

Mr.  William  B.  Tii'ton, 

Fort  Union,  N.  Mex. : 
(Care  William  H.  Moore  &  Co.) 
Deak  Sir:  I  received  your  letter  of  the  27th  instant  yesterday.    At 
the  same  time  an  express  came  from  the  commanding  oflicer  at  Fort 
Bascom  that  the  head  chief  of  the  Comanches  had  been  in  to  that  post 
with  a  white  Hag,  and  said  his  people  wanted  to  make  a  treaty  and  be 
friends  with  us.     He  returned  to  get  some  of  his  principal  men  to  come, 
and  is  to  bo  at  Fort  Bascom  iu  the  last  quarter  of  the  moon,  next 
month.     I  have  Avritteu  to  Captain  Bergmann,  the  commander  at  Fort 
Bascom,  that  if  the  tribe  really  desire  peace,  and  he  will  send  me  word 
44  11  R— VO^  XLVIII,  I'X  i 
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exactly  when  I  may  meet  some  of  the  principal  men,  I  will  come  down 
and  see  what  we  can  do  about  it.  We  can  never  tell  what  course  an 
Indian  will  take  if  free  to  act  as  he  pleases,  but  I  think  the  Coman- 
ches,  particularly  those  along  our  frontier,  do  not  wish  to  continue  the 
war. 

I  am,  very  truly,  vour  friend, 

JAMES  H.  CAELETON, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Special  Oeders,  )         Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Gxjlf, 

No.  30.  )  i^ew  Orleans,  January  31,  1865. 

1.  The  detachments  of  the  Eleventh  New  York  and  Twelfth  Illinois 
Eegiments  of  Cavalry  now  at  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  will  without  delay 
proceed  to  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  will  be  reported  to  Maj.  Gen.  N.  J.  T. 
Dana,  commanding  the  ]>epartment  of  Mississippi.  The  quartermas- 
ter's department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

#****=•<■■* 

By  command  of  Major-(Teneral  Hurlbut : 

O.  S.  SARGENT, 
First  Lieut.,  Second  Louisiana  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gsn. 


Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

Iseio  Orleans,  January  31,  1865. 

GoMMANDiNa  Officer  Fort  Pike: 

Have  a  detachment  of  one  ofBcer  and  thirty  good  men  in  readiness 
to  go  on  board  the  steanier  Eort  Gaines  to  co-operate  with  its  commander 
in  reconnoitering  Bay  Saint  Louis  and  Jordan  River  and  in  apprehend- 
ing guerrillas,  &c.,  reported  to  be  mole.sting  the  inhabitants  there. 
They  will  carry  eighty  rounds  of  ammunition  aiid  four  days'  rations. 
The  Fort  Gaines  will  leave  Lakeport  about  0  o'clock  this  p.  m.  Acknowl- 
edge receipt. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Sherman : 

FREDERIC  SPEED, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Bayou  Goula,  January  31,  1865. 

(Iteceived  12.40  p.  m. 
Capt.  Frederic  Speed, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General  : 

I  sent  on  29th  instant  one  company  of  cavalry  to  the  rear  of  the 
Randolph  plantation  and  broke  up  a  guerrilla  (samp  there.  We  pur- 
sued the  guerrillas  (Captain  Brown's  band)  back  of  the  Richland 
plantation  to  Alex.  Ambreanx's  place,  eight  miles  from  the  river,  where 
they  went  into  the  swamp,  where  it  was  useless  to  attempt  to  follow 
them  with  cavalry.  During  the  night  they  attempted  to  break  through 
our  pickets,  but  were  repulsed,  with  one  man  severely  wounded.  On 
30tli  instant  a  company  of  infantry  was  sent  with  the  cavalry  to  the 
swamp,  and  Brown's  party  scattered  in  every  direction  through  the 
swami).    The  men  were  relieved  last  night  by  the  same  number  of 
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cavalry  and  infantry.    The  two  most  important  guerrilla  camps  were 
broken  up.     Lieutenant  Miles'  services  were  invaluable.    The  marchiusr 
qualities  of  the  Eightieth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry  are  excellent 
Very  respectfully, 

WILLAIiD  SAYLES, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Headquarters  Defenses  op  New  Orleans, 

New    Orleans,  January  31,  13V0. 

Col.  Willard  Sayles,  Bayou  Goula: 
(Yia  Donaldsonville.) 
Your  telegram  of  today  is  received.  General  Sherman  says  you 
must  catch  some  of  those  fellows  if  possible.  The  character  of  the 
guerrillas  about  Bayou  Goula  has  been  such  that  you  -will  be  .justified 
in  using  hemp  summarily  in  any  case  where  the  laws  of  war  have  been 
unmistakably  violated.  Do  you  succeed  in  supplying  your  cavalry 
with  forage? 

FREDERIC  SPEED, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Napoleonville,  La.,  January  31,  1865. 
Capt.  B.  B.  Campbell,  Assistant- Adjutant-General : 

Captain  Sayles  has  just  returned,  and  reports  the  guerrilla  party  to 
be  commanded  by  Whitaker.  Followed  him  to  and  beyond  Grand 
Bayou;  could  not  overtake  him.  Our  horses  are  too  inferior  to  move 
rapidly. 

GEO.  R.  DAVIS, 
Major,  Commanding  Post, 

Headquarters  Department  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Bock,  Arlc,  January  31,  1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Christensen, 

Assistant  Adjutant- G eneral  : 
Colonel:  Tour  communication  of  21st  instant,  per  Captain  Melville, 
also  two  of  17th  by  mail,  received  yesterday.  The  instructions  in  refer- 
ence to  Fort  Smith  will  be  carried  out  without  delay.  The  order  for 
troops  to  proceed  to  Department  of  the  Gulf  and  report  to  military 
division  headquarters  will  be  executed  as  promptly  as  possible.  The 
troops  now  in  the  field  toward  Camden  will,  by  their  absence,  cause 
some  little  delay,  but  troops  to  fill  the  call  will  be  placed  en  route  by 
regiments  as  fast  as  they  can  be  disengaged,  anticipating,  wherever  it 
can  be  done,  the  arrival  of  others  to  relieve  those  ordered  out  of  the 
department.  Orders  issued  yesterday  for  the  immediate  movement  of 
the  Thirty-fifth  Wisconsin  and  Ninety-sixth  Ohio.  The  following  regi- 
ments will  compose  the  detachment  from  Seventh  Army  Corps,  viz: 
Twenty -ninth  Iowa,  present  for  duty,  600;  Thirty-third  Iowa,  present 
for  duty,  690;  Twenty-seventh  Wisconsin,  present  for  duty,  GOO; 
Twenty-eighth  Wisconsin,  present  for  duty,  505 :  Fiftieth  Indiana, 
present  for  duty,  400;  Seventy-seventh  Ohio,  present  for  duty,  270; 
total,  3,025. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 

Major-  General, 
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Special  Orders,  )         Hdqks.  Department  of  Arkansas, 

]S[o.  28.  ]  Little  Bock,  Ark.,  Januarij  31,  1865. 

II.  The  following  regiments  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Little 
Bock,  Ark.,  and  be  reported  on  arrival  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  post  for  duty:  Eleventh  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  Fifty-seventh  U.  S. 
Colored  Infantry.  The  quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  the 
necessary  transportation. 

III.  The  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry  Volunteers, 
now  at  Pine  Bluff,  will  proceed  without  delay  to  mouth  of  White  Eiver, 
Ark.,  and  be  reported  on  arrival  to  Brigadier  General  McGmnis,  com- 
manding, for  duty.  All  ofdcers  and  men  now  detached  from  the  regi- 
ment at  I'ine  Bluff  will  accompany  it.  The  quartermaster's  department 
will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

IV.  The  Second  Brigade  of  the  Cavalry  Division,  Seventh  Army 
Corps,  as  organized  in  Special  Orders,  No.  22,  paragraph  8,  current 
series,  from  tliese  headquarters,  will  be  assembled  without  delay  at 
Little  Eock  and  reported  to  Brig.  Gen.  J.  E.  West,  commanding  divi.s- 
ion.  The  quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  transportation  if 
necessary. 

V.  The  following  regiments  of  the  Seventh  Army  Corps  will  proceed 
without  delay  to  New  Orleans,  La.,  and  be  reported  on  arrival  to  head- 
quarters Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi,  viz :  Twenty-ninth  Iowa 
Infantry  Volunteers,  Thirty-third  Iowa  Infantry  Volunteers,  Twenty- 
seventh  Wisconsin  Infantry  Volunteers,  Twenty-eighth  Wisconsin 
Infantry  Volunteers,  Fiftieth  Indiana  Infantry  Volunteers,  Seventy- 
seventh  Ohio  Infantry  Volunteers.  The  quartermaster's  department 
will  furnish  transportation.  All  means  of  transportation  in  regiments 
will  be  turned  over  to  the  acting  quartermaster  of  the  corps. 

VI.  Second  Lieut.  William  A.  Deuel,  Company  B,  Twelfth  Michigan 
Infantry  Volunteers,  is  hereby  detailed  as  ambulance  officer  of  the 
First  Brigade  of  Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps,  and  will  report 
to  brigade  headquarters  without  delay. 

By  command  of  Mai.  Gen.  J.  J.  Eeynolds: 

JOHN  LEVEEING, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

and  U.  S.  Forces  at  Devall's  Bluff,  Ark., 

January  31,  1865. 
Coionel  McDowell, 

Assistant  Special  Agent,  Treasury  Department,  Helena: 
Sir:  Mr,  M.  M.  Yeakle,  a  gentleman  who  has  operated,  I  believe,  to 
some  extent  in  this  region,  desires  me  to  express  to  you  my  willingness 
to  jjrotect,  so  far  as  is  consistent  with  existing  orders  and  the  means  at 
hand,  the  interests  of  those  who  undertake  the  cultivation  of  deserted 
plantations  in  this  neighborhood.  In  a  recent  communication  upon 
this  subject  addressed  to  Major-General  Eeynolds,  commanding  Depart- 
ment of  Arkansas,  I  announced  it  as  my  construction  of  existing 
orders  that  [we]  were  not  authorized  to  use  any  jiortion  of  the  army  in 
protecting  particular  plantations  the  benefit  of  which  accrue  to  private 
parties,  but  that  within  the  lines  of  occupation,  and  where  an  addi- 
tional tax  to  the  Government  is  made,  it  is  plainly  our  duty  to  encour- 
age the  cultivation  of  deserted  plantatious.    In  Monroe  County,  which 
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borders  on  this  post,  there  are,  I  am  told,  some  good  lands.  In  the 
extension  of  my  picket-line  some  of  these  lauds  are  embraced,  and  I 
believe  have  already  been  leased  with  a  view  of  cultivatioD.  There 
may  be  others  in  the  neighborhood  which  it  would  be  measurably  safe 
to  cultivate,  and  I  can  only  say  that  if  you  desire  to  grant  leases  or 
permits  to  cultivate  such  I  shall  be  glad  to  render  what  protection  is 
consistent  with  the  safety  of  the  post  and  authorized  by  existing 
orders.  MajorGeneral  Reynolds  fully  indorsed  my  views  as  set  forth 
in  the  communication. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

ALEXANDER  SilALER, 

Brigadier- General,  (JommanMng. 


Pine  TJltt].^].',  January  31,  ISfir) — n.fo  a.  m. 
Maj.  John  Levering, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  ITdqrs.  Dept.  of  Arkansas,  JAttle  lioclc,  Arlc: 
The  head  of  my  column  is  just  in.  My  whole  command  will  be  in 
to-day.  Shall  I  detach  the  First  Iowa  Cavalry?  There  is  a  dispatch 
here  addressed  to  General  Clayton  ordering  the  First  Missouri  Cavalry 
to  turn  over  their  horses  to  the  Thirteenth  Illinois.  Is  not  that  a  mis- 
take? Unless  otherwise  ordered,  I  propose  to  draw  four  days'  rations, 
and  move  on  toward  Little  Rock  to-morrow. 
Respectfully, 

E.  A.  CARR, 
Brigadier-  General, 


Little  Rock,  January  31, 1SG5 — d.40  p.  m. 
Col.  W.  F.  Geigee, 

Brownsville: 
The  request  for  you  to  come  over  here  in  person  is  countermanded. 
Send  050  No.  4  horses  to  Fourth  Arkansas  Cavalry  at  cavnlry  depot; 
also  282  same  to  Ninth  Kansas,  Devall's  Bluff.  General  Reynolds  has 
ordered  your  brigade  to  this  place,  after  it  is  dismounted.  Do  not  be 
uneasy.  Everything  will  come  out  right.  I  will  send  the  order  over 
by  the  morning  train. 

J.  R.  WEST, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Operator  at  Brownsville  will  request  Major  Hudson  to  send  this  mes- 
sage to  Colonel  Geiger  iinmediatelv. 

J.  R.  WEST, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Lewtsbxtrg,  January  31, 1805 — 10  a.  m. 
Maji.  John  Leveking, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Little  Roclc: 
About  200  refugees  arrived  here  in  Fort  Smith  train.    Many  of  them 
are  entirely  destitute  and  in  a  starving  condition.     Officers  and  citizens 
have  assisted  to  the  extent  of  their  means.     I  respectfully  request 
authority  to  issue  them  rations  till  they  can  be  sent  to  Little  Rock. 
Respectfully, 

A.  H.  RYAN, 

Colonel. 


694  LOUISIANA   AND    THE   TEANS-MISSISSIPPI.  [Chap.  LX. 

Senate  op  the  United  States, 

January  31,  1865. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
SiE :  We  Lave  had  our  attention  called  to  the  Indian  warfare  on  otir 
frontier  by  resolutions  passed  and  forwarded  from  our  State  and  from 
other  sources,  and  hearing  thatthe  question  of  organizing  a  more  eflfect- 
ive  force  to  move  and  occupy  this  contested  section  was  under  consid- 
eration, we  would  respectfully  urge  immediate  action,  and,  if  possible, 
secure  the  continuance  of  the  commerce  and  mails  and  settlements  of 
the  plains  and  mountains  in  the  central  portions  of  the  continent. 
Eespectfully, 

S.  C.  POMEROY, 

TJ.  8.  Senator. 
.T.  IT.  LANE, 

JJ.  S.  Senator. 


Washington,  1  >.  (J.,  January  31^  If^or, — 3.40  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

City  Point: 
The  order  placing  Pope  in  general  command  in  the  West  and  putting 
Kansas  under  General  Dodge  has  just  been  issued  and  telegraphed  to 
General  Pope.  The  legislature  of  Kansas  has  passed  resolutions  ask- 
ing that  more  troops  be  sent  to  that  State.  They  will  be  sent  to  you 
by  mail.  Troops  from  the  West  arrive  slowly.  General  Meagher's 
division  is  ordered  to  embark  at  Annapolis.  It  will  be  slow  work,  as 
the  transports  must  be  coaled  and  provisioned  by  lighters.  The  weather 
is  rai)idly  moderating,  and  au  eftbrt  will  be  made  to-morrow  to  make  a 
channel  for  the  transports  at  Alexandria. 

H.  W.  HALLEGK, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Washington,  ]:^.  G.,  January  31,  1865. 
Major-General  Pope, 

Mihvauliee : 
I  send  you  General  Orders,  No.  11,  ju.st  issued.*     Please  go  at  once 
to    Saint    Louis    and  have  General   Dodge    relieve  General  Curtis. 
The  Overland  Mail  Eoute  requires  efficient  protection  from  Indian 
hostilities. 

H.  W,  HALLEGK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  31,  1865. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  J).  V. : 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  12,000  men  for  duty  of  all  arms.    This  includes 
the  garrison  at  Alton,  111.,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps  at  Draft  liendezvous. 
Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  &c.,  mostly  IMissouri  State  Militia,  whose  term 

*  See  p.  686. 


Chaf.  LX.]  CORRESPONDKNCE,  etc. UNION.  695 

of  service  expires  this  spring,  whicli  will  leave  tlie  department  almost 
entirely  destitute  of  troops.     I  have  already  had  to  call  upon  the 
groveruor  for  troops  to  occupy  the  disloyal  counties  to  take  the  place  of 
those  whose  term  of  service  is  uow  expiring.    I  have  ordered  to  Gen- 
erals Thomas  and  Cauby  all  my  regiments  of  volunteer  infantry  whose 
terms  of  service  do  not  expire  within  two  months,  except  three,  and  the 
terms  of  service  of  portions  of  those  I  sent  expire  in  the  spring.    I 
have  in  the  department  the  following  organizations  of  U.  S.  Volunteers : 
Seventeenth    Illinois    Cavalry  Volunteers   (dismounted);    Thirteenth 
Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers   (one-half  mounted);    Seventh  Kansas 
Cavalry  Volunteers  (mounted) ;  Forty-first  Missouri  Infantry,  one-year's 
regiment  (at  Saint  Louis) ;  Thirty-ninth  Missouri  Infantry,  one-year's 
regiment  (at  Saint  Louis);  Fiftieth  Missouri  Infantry  (^six  companies); 
term  of  service  expires  in  February  and  March.    Forty-third  Missouri 
Infantry  (term  of  service  expires  in  August)  was  captured  by  Price, 
paroled,  and  was  placed  on  duty  again  by  me;  Forty-sixth  Missouri 
Infantry  in  Southwest  Missouri  (garrisoning  Springfield).    The  balance 
are  Missouri  State  Militia,  whose  time  expires  and  who  nearly  all  go 
out  of  the  service  by  May.    The  rebels  are  making  extensive  prepa- 
rations to  commence  their  Avork  so  soon  as  the  leaves  come.    Price's 
men,  many  of  them,  arc  coming  back  for  that  purpose,  and  I  am  con- 
fident it  will  require  from  12,000  to  15,000  troops  to  hold  our  border. 
At  the  present  rate  of  expiration  of  service  I  shall  by  the  1st  of 
May  have  only  between   3,000  and   4,000  men.      I  desire  further  to 
call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that,  unless  we  take  measures  to  secure 
the  re-enlistment  of  the  Missouri  State  Militia  and  the  discharged  vol- 
unteers, there  is  great  danger  of  them  going  into  the  brush  for  the 
purpose  of  seeking  revenge  for  past  injuries,  &c.,  on  their  own  account. 
Many  are  now  moving  then-  families  out  of  the  State  in  preparation  for 
such  a  contingency.    As  to  the  draft,  we  obtain  very  few  troops  from 
it.    The  means  of  escape  are  so  easy,  and  the  sentiment  of  many  of 
those  drafted  are  so  disloyal,  renders  it  almost  a  nullity.    Unless  the 
Government  intends  to  replace  the  Missouri  State  Militia  and  Enrolled 
Missouri  Militia  with  U.  S.  volunteers,  I  consider  Governor  Fletcher's 
proposition  the  best  method  to  obtain  troops  to  hold  the  State.    The 
arm  of  service  needed  most  is  cavalry. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Mujor-Geiwral. 

(l-'irHt  iDdoreeiuLiit.] 

February  15, 1865. 
Troops  for  the  State  of  Missouri,  report  of  General  Dodge,  and  prop- 
osition of  Governor  Fletcher  referred  to  Lieutenant-General  Grant  for 
report  and  opinion.  ^^^^^  ^   STANTON,  ^ 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Second  inilrtrsoineui.] 

War  Department, 

February  15, 1865. 

Governor  Fletcher  and  General  Dodge's  reports,  in  relation  to  troops 
required  in  Missouri,  referred  to  General  Halleck  to  transmit  to  Lieu- 
tenant-General Grant.  ^^^^^^^  ^    STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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[Third  indorsement.] 

Headquakters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

City  Point,  Va.,  Fehraary  17, 1865. 
I  think  it  will  be  well  to  adopt  tlie  plan  proposed  by  Governor  Fletcher 
for  the  protection  of  Missouri  the  ensuing  year;  that  is,  to  let  the  gov- 
ernor call  out  for  one  year  the  number  of  men  General  Dodge  thinks 
will  be  necessary  to  ])rotect  the  State.  Men  who  have  been  in  the 
service  are  worth  much  more  than  new  volunteers,  and  infinitely  more 
than  those  obtained  by  draft,  where  so  many  are  disloyal. 

U.  S.  GKANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


New  Madrid,  January  31,  1866. 
General  EwiNG: 

De  Bussey,  the  robber  and  terror  of  this  sub-district,  was  killed  by 
one  of  the  home  guards.    Name  is  contraband.    Particulars  in  a  letter. 

HENRY  SLADEK, 
Lieutenant  and  Assistant  Frovost- Marshal. 


Bdqrs.  Fourth  Sub-District  of  Central  Missouri, 

Kansas  City,  January  31,  1865. 

First  Lieut.  Benton  Miller, 

Commanding,  Hickman  Mills: 

Lieutenant  :  On  the  receipt  of  tliis  communication  you  will  take 
all  your  available  mounted  men  and  proceed  to  Pleasant  Hill,  where 
you  will  report  to  Captain  Goodbrake,  and  join  with  him  in  a  combined 
scout,  which  will  commence  on  Wednesday  morning  and  last  about  five 
days.  If  you  find  it  necessary,  one  of  your  wagons  may  go  with  you 
as  far  as  Pleasant  Hill.  After  the  scout  is  finished  you  will  be  ordered 
toproceed  to  Saint  Louis,  A'iaWarrensburg,  to  be  mustered  out,  and  while 
I  do  not  wish  your  men  or  the  citizens  to  know  this,  you  may  quietly  so 
arrange  your  affairs  that  on  your  return  from  the  scout  the  men  you  take 
with  you  can  remain  at  Pleasant  Hill  until  the  balance  of  your  company 
can  be  ordered  to  join  you  there.  I  inclose  a  rough  map*  which  indi- 
cates the  country  over  which  the  scout  is  to  be  made.  On  Wednesday 
morning  (to-morrow)  a  party  of  cavalry  will  move  from  Lexington  into 
the  Green tbn  Valley;  cavalry  from  Independence  toward  Lisbon  and 
scout  down  the  river  toward  Wellington.  Infantry  moves  to- day  from 
Independence  to  the  Seminary  near  Pink  Hill,  and  to-morrow  night 
will  go  secretly  into  the  Snibar  Hills  in  the  Chapel  Hill  region.  One 
party  of  cavalry  will  leave  Warrensburg  to-morrow  morning  and  operate 
ill  the  vicinity  of  Tabo,  another  will  pass  east  of  Columbus  and  operate 
around  the  east,  north  of  Buck  Knob  and  Wagou  Knob.  You  are  to 
move  up  to  the  south  and  a  little  west  of  Buck  Knob  and  scour  that 
region  thoroughly,  taking  sucli  course  and  direction  from  thence  as  cir- 
cumstances may  require.  Q'o  avoid  mishaps  the  following  watchword 
will  be  given:  Hailing  party,  "Who  goes  there?"  Answer,  "Amer- 
ica." The  party  hailed  then  asks,  "  Who  are  you?"  Answer,  "  Dodge." 
I  hope  you  will  have  the  chance  of  avenging  the  death  of  your  two 
men.     If  Captain  Goodbrake  should  not  take  command  of  the  party 

*  Not  found. 
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you  will  telegraph  to  me  from  Pleasant  Hill  the  fact  of  your  return 
from  the  scout  and  what  you  have  accomplished.  Show  this  commu- 
nication to  him. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHESTER  HAEBIN(i,  Jr., 

Colonel  Forty-third  Missouri   Volunteers,  Comdg.  Sub-District. 


Macon,  Mc,  January  31,  18C5—ll.r,0  a.  m. 
Maj.  J.  W.  Barnes, 

Assistant  A  djutant-  General : 
Conipany  I,  Forty-ninth  Regiment  Infantry  Missouri  Volunteers, 
Captain  Benecke,  are  mounted  upon  their  own  horses  and  armed,  at 
their  own  expense,  with  Spencer  eight-sliooting  rifles.    Shall  I  forward 
them  with  their  horses  to  Benton  Barracks  ? 

W.  T.  CLARKE, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missoitri, 

Saint  Louis,  January  31, 1865. 
Lieut.  W.  T.  Clarke, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- G eneral : 
Retain  Company  I,  Forty-ninth  Infantry  Missouri  Volunteers,  until 
farther  orders.     Send  forward  the  other  companies  of  the  regiment  as 
soon  as  possible. 

J.  W.  BARNES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Mexico,  January  31,  1865. 
Lieut.  W.  T.  Clarke, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
Nine  companies  of  the  Forty-ninth  Regiment  have  arrived  here. 
Company  I,  Captain  Beuecke,  has  not  been  heard  from. 

E.  SMART, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  January  31,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  R.  CxTRTis, 

Fort  Learemcorth  : 
Tlie  fifteen  companies  of  my  command  need  about  800  horses.  The 
requisitions  are  all  in  and  Captain  Insley  could  soon  buy  tlicm,  if  so 
instructed  by  you.  The  horses  are  badly  needed,  as  the  troops  will  be 
of  little  use  without  them,  and  I  would  therefore  respectfully  request 
that  you  give  Captain  Insley  tlie  necessary  instructions.  The  spring 
will  soon  open,  and  we  will  need  a  well  mounted  command  to  attend  to 
the  bushwhackers,  who  will  come  with  the  first  leaves. 

CHAS.  W.  BLAIR, 
Colonel  Fourteenth  Kansas  Cavalry. 
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Headquaetees  District  of  Upper  Arkansas, 

Fort  Biley,  Kans.,  January  31,  1865. 
Capt.  Thomas  Mostss,  Jr., 

Commanding  Fort  Lamed : 
The  colouel  commanding  directs  that  you  forward  to  Fort  Lyon  the 
train  of  Messrs.  Streeter  and  Strickler  as  soon  as  possible,  with  a  aul- 
ficient  escort  to  insure  its  safety,  under  charge  of  a  commissioned  officer, 
holding  the  ofticer  in  charge  of  escort  responsible  for  the  safe  dehverj 
of  train,  cautioning  him  about  allowing  his  men  to  straggle  or  plun- 
der the  train.  I  lorward  with  this  the  muster  and  pay  rolls  ot  that 
portion  of  the  First  Colorado  Cavalry  now  stationed  at  Fort  Lyon. 
Sergeant  Spicer,  who  arrived  at  your  post  per  last  coach,  if  at  the 
])ost,  wiU  take  charge  of  them.  He  ought  to  be  sent  forward  at. once, 
for  the  paymaster  may  be  at  Lyon  before  he  can  arrive  there.  bOTt 
Lyon  not  being  in  this  pay  district,  the  paymaster  will  start  from  Den- 
ver. Squadron  B,  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  with  four  howitzers  and 
ammunition,  and  Squadron  C,  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  left  here  yes- 
terday (Monday,  30th  instant)  for  your  post.  If  the  ammunition  for 
Fort  Lyon  now  at  your  post  is  not  wanted  there,  sign  and  send  receipts 
for  it  to  Lieut.  A.  Helliwell,  acting  ordnance  ofiacer,  District  of  Upper 
Arkansas,  for  the  use  of  Fort  Larned.  Can  Lieutenant  Pierce  be  spared 
from  Fort  Larned  if  Lieutenant  Stanton  is  appointed  acting  assistant 
quartermaster  and  acting  commissary  of  subsistence  at  that  posf?  If 
so,  I  will  forward  his  name  for  appointment  as  acting  ordnance  officer, 
District  of  Upper  Arkansas. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  TAPPAN, 
Acthiff  Asuisiant  Adjutant-General. 


Fort  Larned,  Kans.,  January  31, 1865. 
Lieut.  J.  E.  Tappan, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  District  of  Upper  Arliansas: 
Sir  :  Your  communication  of  January  28,  with  orders  to  scout  in  the 
direction  of  the  Cimarron,  was  received  to-day.  We  will  probably  start 
on  the  2d  of  February,  and  will  scout  as  far  as  practicable  in  that  direc- 
tion. No  Indians  have  been  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  this  post 
since  the  recent  snow,  as  we  have  been  twelve  miles  out  and  could  not 
have  failed  seeing  their  tracks.  I  would  say  hei'e  that  Beaver  Creek, 
where  Ed.  Gurrier  reported  the  Indians  were  camped,  runs  into  the 
Kepublicau  from  the  south,  about.160  miles  north  and  a  little  west  from 
Fort  Larned,  about  the  same  distance  from  Fort  Riley  and  southwest 
from  Fort  Kearny.  If  the  Indians  are  on  Beaver  Creek  they  will  not 
be  likely  to  come  south  in  force  until  they  have  removed  their  families 
north  of  the  Platte.  The  Kiowas  and  Comanches  are  undoubtedly  to 
the  southward.  I  would  say  that  as  far  as  my  judgment  goes  horses 
would  do  very  well  on  a  campaign  during  the  winter,  provided  they  had 
plenty  of  corn.  They  would  probably  do  better  on  the  dry  grass  now 
■  than  on  the  green  grass  early  in  the  spring.  Severe  storms  are  likely 
to  come  any  time  till  the  1st  of  May  aiiid  would  be  very  severe  on  stock. 
I  would  suggest  that  the  scout  would  be  more  eificient  with  a  greater 
number  of  men,  and  would  recommend  that,  with  your  approval,  the 
following  men  be  detailed,  viz :  Private  William  H,  Ashton,  Company  E ; 
Private  E.  E.  Lee,  Company  G;  Private  N.  W.  Ellsworth,  Company  G. 
EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  C.  NETTLETON, 
Sergeant,  Commanding  Independent  Scouts, 
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Headquarters  Department  of  Kansas, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  January  31,  18G5. 
Col.  Thomas  MooNLienT, 

Commanding  District  of  Colorado,  Denver  City : 
Colonel:  I  am  in  receipt  of  several  letters  dated  from  7tb  to  9tli 
January,  soon  after  your  arrival,  and  contents  duly  noted.  The  post 
of  Fort  Lyon  was  attached  to  your  command,  and  you  must  make  the 
very  best  distribution  and  use  of  force  you  can  till  we  have  more  for 
the  locality,  which  I  hope  will  be  early  in  the  spring,  but  Government 
cannot  promise  entire  safety  to  settlements,  and  the  militia  should  be 
well  organized  for  self-preservation.  1  do  not  doubt  the  general  hos- 
tility of  the  Indian  tribes  that  inhabit  the  plains.  This  has  been 
abundantly  demonstrated,  but  they  have  not  exhibited  the  power  of 
concentration  or  combination  which  some  had  apprehended.  General 
Mitchell  has  just  returned,  after  a  severe  campaign  south  of  the  Platte, 
and  he  thinks  most  of  the  Indians  have  gone  north.  Still,  we  know 
there  must  be  hostile  bands  between  the  Arkansas  and  Platte,  that  are 
intent  on  mischief,  which  must  be  looked  after.  The  raising  of  troops 
in  Colorado  is  a  very  expensive  business,  judging  from  the  cost  of  the 
100-days' regiment,  and  it  seems  to  me  better  to  recruit  for  the  old  regi- 
ments than  to  try  to  get  up  new  ones.  1  do  not  exi)ect  to  give  up  the 
lines  of  communication.  Some  interruption  may  occasionally  occur, 
but  there  is  no  need  of  great  alarm  on  the  subject  of  trains.  They 
should  arm  and  combine  and  move  cautiously.  One  has  recently  come 
from  Denver  safely  to  Cottonwood,  and  others  are  now  starting  west. 
The  Indians  have  grown  troublesome  because  trains  have  grown  too 
venturesome.  In  former  times  emigrants  always  armed  and  organized 
before  venturing  to  cross  the  plains,  and  they  should  do  it  now.  Mean- 
time we  must  do  the  very  best  we  can  with  our  Federal  troops,  and  I 
hope  you  will  keep  me  fully  advised  of  matters  in  your  command. 

I  remain,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  E.  CURTIS, 

Major-  General. 


General  Ordees,  )  Hdqrs.  Depaktment  of  New  Mexico, 

No.  2,  )  ISanIa  Fv,  N.  Mex.,  January  31,  1865. 

On  the  22d  day  of  last  October  an  order  was  published  at  these  head- 
quarters which  organized  an  aimed  expedition  against  the  Kiowa  and 
Comanche  Indians.  Their  depredations  upon  our  trains  and  their  mur- 
dering of  our  people  on  the  roads  leading  to  the  States  during  the  last 
year  was  the  reason  why  this  was  done.  After  that  order  was  pub- 
lished and  issued  and  its  receipt  acknowledged,  passports  were  issued 
to  citizens  to  go  out  upon  the  plains  to  trade  with  these  very  Indians. 
The  traders  to  whom  these  passports  were  given  were  warned  on  their 
arrival  at  Fort  Bascom,  N.  Mex.,  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Abreu,  the 
commanding  officer,  of  the  state  of  hostility  which  existed  between  our 
troops  and  the  Kiowas  and  Comanches,  and  these  traders  were  ordered 
not  to  proceed  farther  toward  the  Indian  country  while  the  present  con- 
dition of  affairs  existed.  These  orders  were  utterly  disregarded.  The 
traders  got  stealthily  past  our  pickets,  and,  the  Indians  themselves  say, 
brought  them  news  of  the  approaching  troops.  Also,  there  cannot  be  a 
doubt  but  that  these  traders  sold  the  Indians  the  very  powder  and  lead 
with  which  our  brave  soldiers  were  killed  and  wounded.  These  matters 
have  been  so  clearly  developed  as  not  to  leave  the  shadow  of  a  doubt 
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on  the  subject.  It  is  therefore  ordered  that  no  citizen  trader  will  here- 
after be  allowed  to  pass  any  military  post  or  picket  along  the  eastern 
frontier  of  New  Mexico  for  the  purpose  of  trafficking  with  the  Kiowas 
and  Oomanches,  unless  it  shall  have  been  announced  in  orders  by  the 
military  authorities  that  we  are  no  longer  at  war  with  these  Indians, 
or  unless  his  passport  be  vised  and  countersigned  at  these  headquarters; 
and  all  commanders  of  posts,  pickets,  and  bodies  of  troops  are  hereby 
ordered  to  arrest  and  hold  as  prisoners  any  person  or  persons  without 
such  passport  who  may  be  found  trafficking  with  Kiowas  and  Comau- 
ches,  or  found  proceeding  to  the  country  of  those  Indians  for  the  pur- 
pose of  such  traffic,  until  notice  be  duly  given  that  we  are  at  peace  with 
those  tribes,  as  above  stated.  The  general  commanding  the  department 
is  charged  with  the  protection  of  the  lives  and  property  of  the  people 
from  hostile  Indians,  and  he  regrets  to  be  compelled,  for  the  reasons 
given,  to  pursue  the  course  here  indicated.  He  had  a  right  to  suppose, 
ou  general  prijiciples,  that  no  such  passports  would  either  be  asked  for 
or  given,  and  that  no  such  illicit  commerce  would  be  carried  on  with  our 
enemies.  Such  a  course,  it  will  readily  be  seen,  tends  not  only  to  embar- 
rass the  military,  but  to  paralyze  their  efl'orts  to  punish  these  savages 
for  their  repeated  crimes.  By  the  fifty-seventh  article  of  the  act  of 
Congress  entitled  "An  act  for  establishing  rules  and  articles  for  the 
government  of  the  Armies  of  the  United  States,"  approved  April  10, 
1806,  holding  correspondence  with  or  giving  intelligence  to  the  enemy, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  is  made  punishable  by  death,  or  such  other 
punishment  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  court-martial. 
By  command  of  Cieneral  (Jarleton : 

BEN.  0.  CUTLEK, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Fort  Eekthold,  Dak.  Ter.,  January  31, 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  Sully: 

General:  As  we  send  a  mail  below  to-day,  I  have  the  honor  to 
report  further  ui)on  tlie  situation  of  affairs  at  this  post.  Medicine 
Bear's  band  of  Yanktonuais  are  still  encamped  on  the  river  beloAV  this 
post.  Strike  the  Kee's  [band]  are  at  Painted  Woods.  There  are  600 
lodges  of  Santees  also  on  the  river  between  this  place  and  Fort  Eice. 
There  are  also  some  bands  of  Uncpapas,  Blackfeet,  and  Minneconjous 
on  the  river  below  here.  I  have  also  heard  that  there  were  200  lodges 
of  Cheyennes  encamped  near  Medicine  Bear's  camp  and  that  other 
bands  of  tlie  Platte  liiver  Indians  are  coming  in  there.  About  the  1st 
of  this  month  ten  sleigh  loads  of  goods  (mostly  ammunition)  were 
brought  into  the  Sioux  camps  below  here  by  agents  from  the  Selkirk 
settlement,  bearing  the  English  flag.  These  agents  gave  the  Sioux  five 
kegs  of  powder  and  a  quantity  of  balls,  and  traded  them  a  large  quan- 
tity of  ammunition  and  other  supplies,  at  the  same  time  advising  and 
urging  them  to  fight  the  Avhites,  and  to  commence  by  attacking  this 
place,  as  it  was  the  weakest  and  more  easily  taken.  Tliey  also  promised 
them  to  be  back  again  the  last  of  Jainiary,  when  they  would  bring 
them  another  large  supply  of  ammunition  and  1,500- lodges  of  Santees 
to  assist  them  in  their  attack  upon  this  i)ost.  It  is  evident  that  the 
Indians  are  collecting  in  large  force  upon  the  river  between  this  post 
and  Fort  Rice,  and  tliat,  instigated,  encouraged,  and  supplied  by  these 
British  subjects  (whites,  half-breeds,  and  mongrels  from  Eed  River), 
they  nieditate  an  attack  at  an  early  day  upon  this  post.    The  sons  of 
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Two  Bears  were  in  the  Sioux  camp  when  these  Red  River  envoys  were 
there,  and  they  report  that  at  the  feast  given  to  the  traders,  and  at  their 
instigation,  Medicine  Bear  and  Strike  tlie  Ree  proclaimed  open  hostil- 
ity to  the  whites,  ahd  their  determination  to  fight,  commencing  with  the 
attack  upon  this  place.  Is  there  no  way,  general,  to  stop  these  maraud- 
ing bands  from  coming  to  the  Indian  camps  from  the  British  posses- 
sions and  supplying  them  with  munitions  of  war  and  inciting  them  to 
hostilities?  The  Government  certainly  will  not  permit  these  outrages 
to  be  perpetrated  upon  American  soil  under  color  of  the  British  flag 
without  promptly  demanding  redress.  If  the  Indians  attack  this  place 
they  will  probably  be  assisted  by  a  large  number  of  Red  River  half- 
breeds,  as  they  and  the  Sioux  have  agreed  to  unite  to  fight  the  whites, 
and  they  have  promised  to  help  the  Sioux  in  their  attack  upon  us.  You 
will  see  by  the  above  statement  that  the  situation  of  aftuirs  is  rather 
alarming.  Our  garrison  is  small  (forty-nine  men),  with  a  frail,  inflam- 
mable, ill-constructed  stockade,  easily  fired,  hard  to  defend,  cut  off 
from  water  (in  case  of  an  attack),  isolated  from  the  rest  of  the  world 
without  the  means  of  communication  with  any  other  point,  and  in  the 
heart  of  the  hostile  Sioux  country.  Their  hosts  gathering  like  birds 
of  ill-omen  around  us  and  their  threats  reaching  us  daily,  our  situation 
is  one  of  extreme  peril.  There  seems  to  be  no  longer  any  doubt  but 
what  we  shall  be  attacked  soon,  but  there  is  only  one  thing  that  we  can 
do,  that  is  to  be  in  readiness  at  all  times  and  await  their  coming,  and 
that  we  do  calmly  and  with  the  conviction  that  when  the  time  for  action 
comes  every  man  will  be  at  his  post  and  do  his  duty.  We  find  it 
extremely  difficult  to  get  mails  through  between  this  and  Fort  Rice,  as 
the  Sioux  are  determined  to  allow  no  communication  between  this  place 
and  points  below  if  they  can  prevent  it.  The  last  mail  I  sent,  contain- 
ing all  our  returns,  reports,  and  other  official  papers,  1  presume  was  lost. 
Colonel  Dimon,  commanding  Fort  Rice,  sent  us  a  mail  by  two  Yank- 
tonnais  belonging  to  Two  Bears'  band,  and  by  them  I  send  this.  We 
are  all  in  good  health  and  spirits,  and  everything  is  at  present  quiet  at 
this  post. 

I  have  the  honor  to   be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  B.  MORELAND, 
Captain,  Sixth  Iowa  Volunteer  Cavalry,  GommamUng  I'ost. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Military  Division  of  West  Mississipjri,  Maj.  Gon.  Edward  B. 
S.  Caiiby,  V.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  the  month  of  January,  ISiio. 
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Now  Orluans,  La. 

DepartmentoftlieCiilf  (Ilurlbut): 

no. 

Staff 

02 

coy 

18,  398 

62 

23,  982 

71 
29,  203 

135 

11 

220 

6,297 

7,984 

11,495 

Artillerv                                   

U5 

5,467 

fi,728 

7,«1 

291 

87 

Total 

1,102 

30, 102 

38,  756 

48,220 

426 

98 
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Abstract  from  return  of  the  MilUari/  Division  of  West  Mississippi,  <fc.— Continued. 


Present  for 
duty. 

® 

be 

U 
tD 

to 

<1 

-A 

Pieces  of 
artillery. 

Commaud . 

u 
o 

a 

•3 

s 

Headquarters. 

Department  of  tlieMiasonri  (Dodge) : 
Stafl" 

54 
160 
272 

15 

"4,125 

7,000 

609 

54 

5,388 

9,060 

785 

59 

6,978 

13,  209 

896 

Saint  Louis,  Mo. 

2 


2 
40 

Total                                

501 

41 
483 
311 

39 

874 

27 
388 
157 
162 

11,794 

15,287 

21, 142 

2 

42 

Departinentof  ArkanBaad'eyiiolds): 

Staff 

"i2,'396' 
8,171 
1,489 

41 

10,  316 

10,  949 

1,649 

41 

22,  474 

16,956 

1,872 

Little  Rock,  Ark. 

""I 

3 
10 

77 

Total..  

22,  050 

28,  955 

41,343 

4 

90 

Department  of  Mississippi  (Dana) : 
Staff 

"9,"  937' 
5,203 
5,983 

27 

12,  767 

6,654 

7,129 

27 
14,  966 
9,027 
7,583 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

136 

i57 

Xotal                

734 

21, 123 

26,  577 

»31,  6U2 

136 

157 

Reserve  Corps :  a 

116 
131 
119 

96 

31 

2,773 
2,603 
3,019 
2,081 

1,029 

3,298 
3,340 
3,  619 
2,601 

1,158 

3,725 
4,115 
4.501 
3,549 

1,371 

Do. 

Third  Brigade  (Andrews) 

Fourth  llrin^ade  ^Black) 

Barrancas,  Fla. 

Devall's    B 1  u  ff, 

4 

48 

Ark. 

3,723 

96,  034 

123,  511 

159,  588 

572 

435 

a  The  Keaerve  Corps  was,  December  5, 1864,  reorganized.  The  infantry,  with  the  exception  of  four 
regiments,  which  were  transferred  to  the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  was  formed  into  four  brigades, 
each  to  report  direct  to  military  division  headquarters.  The  cavalry  was,  January  3, 1865,  transferred 
to  the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  and  the  artillery  (with  the  exception  of  two  companies  which  were 
transferred  to  the  Department  of  Arkansas)  was  ordered,  December  5,  1864,  to  report  to  the  chief  of 
artillery  of  this  military  divisiou. 

Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  Kansas,  Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  B.  Curtis^  JJ.  S. 
Army  J  commanding  ^  for  the  month  of  January,  1865. 
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27 
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Headquarters. 

203 

138 

1,  207 

380 

1,092 
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751 
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170 

1,781 

673 

1,415 

1,415 

839 

258 

264 

2,408 

893 

2,011 

2,057 

981 

2 

Fort    Leaven- 
worth, Kans. 

District  of  Colorado  (Moonlight) 

District  of  Nebraska  (Mitchell) 

District  of  North  Xanaas  (Daviea) 

District  of  South  Kansas  (Blunt) 

District  of  Upper  Arkansas  (I'ord) 

Troops  en  route  ti>  District  of  Colo- 
rado (Plumb) . 

""e 

8 

13 
4 

10 

2 

Omaha,  Nobr. 
i'ort     Leaven- 
worth, Kans. 
Paola,  Kans. 
l''ort  Eiley,  Kans. 

Total 

213 

4  626 

6,535 

8,  872 

14 

31 

*  So  in  original;  correct  addition  is  31,603. 

t  Includes  escort,  signal  corps,  and  detachment  Ninth  Wisconsin  Battery. 
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Abslracl  from  return  of  the  Department  of  the  Northwest,  Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope,  U.  S. 
Armif,  commanding,  for  Ihe  month  of  January,  1S65. 
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Command. 
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Hcadqtiarters. 

General  headqnarters 

10 

1,53a 

2,  Ul 
122 

21 

2,033 

2,804 

315 

2 

2] 

2,358 

2,804 

391 

2 

Milwanlcee,  Wis. 
Dnbnq  no,  Iowa. 
Saint  Paul,  Minn. 

District  of  Iowa  (Sully) 

District  of  Minnesota  (Siblev) 

District  of  Wisconsin  (Sniill'i) 

22 

Milwankcf,  "Wi^.  a 

ToUil 

166 

3,812 

5,235 

5,C36 

a  Brig.  Gen.  C.  T.  Campbell  and  one  staff  officer. 

Abstract  from  return  of  ihe  Department  of  New  Mexico,  Brig.  Gen.  James  H.  Carleton, 
U.  S.  Army,  commanding ,  for  the  month  of  January,  18(1.5. 


Command. 


General  headquarters . 

Albuquerque 

Fort  Bascom 

Fort  Bowie 

Fort  Craig 

Fort  Curamings 

Fort  Goodwin 

Fort  Marcy 

FortMcXlae 

Fort  Stanton 

Fort  Sumner 

Fort  Union 

Union  Depot 

Fort  Wingate 

Fort  Whipple 

Franklin 

Las  Cruces 

Los  Pinos 

Tubac 

In  the  field  en  route . . . 


Total  . 


Present  for 
duty. 


30 


97 


42 
189 
53 
160 
79 
115 
47 
64 
128 
280 
383 
10 
88 
43 
222 
90 
46 
66 
79 


2,180 


31 

53 

221 

61 

187 

88 

142 

50 

74 

161 

319 

452 

H 

103 

75 

252 

133 

56 

83 

82 


33 

60 

280 

80 

251 

89 

159 

64 

92 

207 

424 

623 

11 

121 

117 

299 

216 

58 

99 

97 


2, 640   3,  380 


Pieces  of 
artillery. 


2 
13 


29 


BuKEAiT  OF  Free  Labor,  Department  op  the  Gulf,    . 

Ifew  Orleans^  La.,  February  1, 1865, 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  A.  Hurlbut, 

Commanding  JJepartJnent  of  the  Gulf: 
General:  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  submit  a  final  report  of  the 
aftairs  of  this  bureau  for  the  year  ending  February  1, 18G5.  In  the 
month  of  September,  1804,  I  made  to  Majj.  Gen.  N.  1*.  Banks  a  report 
embracing  only  a  general  view  of  the  condition  of  the  freedmen  of  the 
department.  I  was  unable  to  give  at  the  time  sucli  statistics  as  are 
necessary  to  a  complete  and  full  report.  In  this,  however,  I  shall  be 
able  to  show  very  nearly  the  cost  of  supporting  and  managing  the 
freedmen  for  the  year.,  the  work  done  in  their  treatment,  and  the 


704  LOUISIANA   AND    THE    TRANS-MISSISSIPPI.  [Chap.  LX. 

results  accomplished.  The  accounts  of  tlie  office  prior  to  tlie  time 
when  I  assumed  charge  having  been  imperfectly  kept,  I  shall  be  unable 
to  furnish  a  perfect  statement,  though  I  hope  to  render  one  very 
nearly  so. 

NUMBEU   SUPPOKTED   BY   GOVKKNMENT. 

The  number  of  freedmen  now  in  my  charge  who  are  supported  by 
the  Government  is  as  follows,  viz: 

Colored  oiphan  asylum  in  this  city ^^ 

Employ iDeut  depot,  Algiers ^^ 

Infirm  farm,  Donaldsoiiville ^19 

Home  farm.  Baton  Rouge -  -  -  "^* 

Rest  Colony,  parish  of  Saint  Charles 1"5 

Total  number  of  freedmen 1,416 

Average  number  in  my  hands  who  were  supported  hy  Government  during  the 

year 1?  0^0 

EXl'ENSE   Ol''   SUrPOUT. 

nations. 

Number  of  rations  issued  during  the  year 366,  OCO 

Value  of  rations  estimated  at  i)resent  prices $66, 026. 40 

Clothing, 

Value  of  clothing  issued,  estimated  at  $3  per  month  each,  for  the  year .  -     36, 000.  00 

Medicinca. 

Medicine  and  medical  attoudimce,  estimated  at  .^50  per  month,  fur  the 
year 600.00 

Fuel. 

Fuel,  estimated  at  $100  jier  mouth,  for  the  year 1,  200. 00 

Salaries. 

Average  cost  of  services  of  ollicers  and  chrkH,  estimated  at  $800  per 

month,  for  the  year 9,600.00 

Total  yearly  cost ■. 113,426.40 

Number  of  freedmen  on  the  plantations  in  the  department  vrho  were 

managed  by  the  bureau  during  the  ye.ar 50,000 

Number  of  plantations  under  cultivation  by  military  orders 1, 500 

I  have  gathered  the  above  estimates  from  the  books  kept  by  me 
since  I  assumed  charge  of  tlie  duties  of  this  office  in  August,  18G4,  and 
from  the  closest  possible  search  of  the  imperfect  records  kept  by  Colonel 
Hanks  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  which,  as  you  will  see  by  his  own 
returns,*  herewith  inclosed,  marked  A,  B,  and  G,  do  not  give  prices  or 
value  of  supplies  drawn  by  him,  excepting  those  of  medicine.  His 
letter  to  me,  also  inclosed  herewith,  affects  to  give  his  reasons  for  the 
imperfection  of  his  records,  as  well  as  to  be  his  answer  to  the  require- 
ments of  Special  Orders,  No.  297,  extract  3,  headquarters  Department 
of  the  Gulf,  dated  New  Orleans,  November  2,  1864,  a.  copy  of  which  I 
also  inclose,  marked  D.*  I  believe,  however,  that  my  figures  are  as 
nearly  correct  as  it  is  possible  to  have  them,  and  that  the  total  yearly 
cost  of  the  care  of  freedmen  in  charge  of  this  bureau  is  very  nearly 
that  above  set  forth. 

'  Omitted.  ^" 
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PROPERTY  TRANSFERRED  TO  TREASURY  DEPARTMENT. 


In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  General  Orders,  No.  156,  series  of 
1864,  requiring  the  transfer  of  property  in  use  by  me,  or  in  the  posses- 
sion of  my  quartermaster,  to  the  Treasury  Department,  I  have  turued 

over  property  in  my  hands  valued  at $2,945.00 

(See  receipts  marked  E.)* 

My  quartermaster  has  turned  over  property  valued  at 2,761.25 

(See  invoice  marked  F.)* 

Total  amount  transferred 5,706.25 

Since  this  transfer  Capt.  J.  M.  Robinson,  assistant  quartermaster,  has 
turned  over  to  me  property,  to  he  paid  for  by  the  Treasury  Department, 
amounting  to 6,704.00 

(See  invoice  marked  G.)* 

Total  amount  due  by  Treasury  Department,  according  to  General 

Orders,  No.  1.56 12,410.25 

This  sum  is  not  included  in  the  $113,426.40  set  forth  above,  as  the  yearly 
cost  of  care  of  those  in  my  charge,  but,  added  to  it,  ■will  make  a  grand 
total  of 125,836.65 


PROTECTION   OF   LABORERS,  SEIZURES,  AND   PAYMENTS. 

Under  the  provisions  of  general  orders  from  department  headquar- 
ters for  the  protection  of  plantation  laborers,  I  have  found  it  necessary, 
in  certain  instances,  in  order  to  secure  payments  of  wages,  to  make 
seizures  either  of  the  produce  or  other  property  belonging  to  hirers,  or 
of  funds  from  merchants  and  others  who  had  received  produce  without 
regard  to  the  lien  of  the  laborers,  converting  it  to  their  own  business 
account  and  interest.  Thus  far  only  twelve  plantations  have  been 
reduced  to  the  necessity  of  our  resorting  to  this  process  of  securing 
payments  of  freedmen  working  them. 

1  have  received  from  seizures  for  payment  of  laborers  the  sum  of $22, 042.  87 

I  have  disbursed  up  to  date 17, 312.  01 

I  have  a  balance  on  hand  of  (yet  to  be  distributed) 4,  730. 86 

A  detailed  statement  showing  the  names  of  plantations  and  the  par- 
ishes in  which  they  are  located;  the  names  of  lessees;  the  names  of 
parties  from  whom  the  seizures  were  made,  and  the  authority  by  which 
they  were  executed;  the  amount  seized;  the  amount  due  laborers;  the 
amount  disbursed  by  me,  and  the  balance  now  in  my  hands,  is  here- 
with appended,  under  the  liead  of  "Seizures  for  the  payment  of 
laborers." 

Seizures  for  the  payment  of  laborers. 


Xame  of  plantation. 

Hamoof  parish. 

Name  of  lessee. 

Proia  whom  seized. 

HunnewcU,  Collier  &  Stone. 
C.H.ilay 

Lessees. 

Hard  Scrabble 

Saint  Mary's 

Saint  JierDard 

Saint  Charles 

East  Baton  Itougc. 

Lf^ssee. 

Verret  and  Wooflruff 

Weed,  Witters  &  Co. 

Chapman  &.  Woodruff 

Lessees. 

Do. 

Saint  Charles 

Saint  James 

Saint  Charles 

do 

Tyler  &  Boyd 

Weed,  Witters  &.  Co. 

C.  n.  Spaids 

Garvy,  Emiy  &.  Co. 
Weed,  Witters  &  Co. 

Brott  &  Davis 

Mr.  Fitdi 

Do. 

E,  A.  Busliii 

Major  Wetmore. 

do     

J.  lugrmu 

Leasee. 

'Omitted. 
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Name  of  plantatidu. 


Evergreen 

Hard  Scrabble 

Verret  aud  Woodruff . 

Good  Hope 

Conrad 

Ariel 

Mayronue 

Spaids 

McCDtcbeou 

Host  Hermitage 

Sparks 

Providence 


Bj  wUat  authority. 


Amount 

seized. 


Mai 


Gen.S.A.  Hurlbut.. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


Amount 

due 
laborers. 


239,  56 
936.  00 
070.  29 
825.  01 
480.  20 
851.06 
747.  08 
763.  05 
000.00  I 
646.42  I 
457.  00 
020.00  I 


$1, 428. 18 

1,070.29 

H,  815.  36 

486. 20 

751.57 

2,  746.  93 
763. 65 

3,  745. 93 


457.  00 


Amount 
disbursed. 


$220.  35 

1,  936.  00 
994.  92 

3,  726.  46 
256.  22 
851.06 

2,  746.  93 
103.  07 

5,  000.  00 


457.  00 
1,020.00 


22,042.87      15,265.11117,312.01 


Balance 

on 

baud. 


$1,  019.  21 


75.37 

99.15 

229.  98 


.15 
660.  58 


Kemarks. — Under  tbe  head  '-Amount  disbursed"  is  included  expense  incurred  in  obtaining  produce 
and  disposing  of  the  fiamc;  also  the  coat  of  temporary  support  of  laborers  abandoned  by  their 
employers.  Where  it  appear.s  that  more  money  -was  seized  than  was  due  laborers,  was  occasioned  by 
the  fact  that  the  accounts  on  llie  plantations  with  the  laborers  could  iu)t  be  obtained  at  the  time  of 
the  seizure,  making  it  necrssary  to  estiniiite  the  amount  due.  In  some  instances  the  amount  due 
laborer.s  is  not  yet  ascertained  Of  the  $5,000  drawu  from  Weed,  Witters  tfc  Co.,  what  was  not 
required  to  pay  laborers  has  been  returned  upon  ascertaining  the  amount  due. 


LABORS   AND   RESULTS. 

The  labors  and  annoyances  connected  with  the  execution  of  the  pro- 
visions of  orders  warranting  sucli  services,  together  Avith  those  required 
in  determining  tlie  amounts  due  laborers,  the  examinatiou  of  accounts, 
the  preparation  of  pay  rolls  for  plantations,  the  visitation  of  planta- 
tions and  the  distributiou  of  funds  have  beeu  exceedingly  severe. 
Were  it  not  for  the  active  support  which  I  have  received  in  this  work 
from  you,  general,  and  from  the  provost- marshal's  department,  thou- 
sands of  freedmen  would  have  gone  without  their  wages  for  the  labor 
they  had  performed  during  the  year.  As  it  is  I  am  happy  to  inform 
you  that,  though  the  year  has  been  marked  by  unparalleled  disaster 
and  prostration  to  the  agricultural  interests,  there  will  not  be  more 
than  1  per  cent,  of  the  plantations  where  payment  will  not  be  secured 
to  the  freedmen.  This  is  more  than  any  man  knowing  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  losses  of  the  planters  could  expect  to  see.  Plantations 
whose  laborers  were  supposed  to  have  been  hopelessly  deprived  of  their 
earnings  have  been  and  are  now  being  paid  iu  full,  under  the  wise 
provisions  of  the  labor  regulations  enforced  by  your  authority. 

"WITHERING   CONDITION   OF   THE   OLD   LAND   ARISTOCRACY. 

What  was  reaped  from  the  French  Revolution  to  the  large  land 
estates  of  France  is  being  realized  by  Louisiana,  as  the  most  sweeping 
result  of  the  war  which  she  herself  helped  to  inaugurate.  The  disas- 
ters of  the  past  season  have  been  so  great  as  to  almost  sweep  from 
their  position  nearly  every  planter  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf.  It 
is  certain  that  another  such  year  will  hardly  leave  any  of  the  old 
planters  on  their  feet.  Their  estates  are  so  swallowed  up  in  debt  and 
so  covered  over  witli  mortgages  that  with  additional  weight  like  that 
of  the  failure  last  season  they  would  sink  away  aud  the  old  planting 
aristocracy  would  be  gone.  Even  with  fair  crops  it  will  be  impossible 
to  prevent  a  very  early  change  in  the  ownership  of  the  plantations 
The  thing  is  inevitable.  I  am  informed  by  the  planters  generally  that 
they  cannot  survive  the  shock  which  has  come  upon  them  from  the 
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war,  from  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  fiom  the  disheartening  aspect 
presented  to  them  in  the  loss  of  their  fortunes,  their  sons,  and  their 
hopes,  which  are  all  swallowed  up  in  the  terrible  grave  dug  for  them 
by  this  huge  rebellion.  They  are  now  preparing  to  give  way  to  new 
capital  and  new  proprietorship. 

CONTRASTS  IN  TREATMENT  OF  FREEDMEN— EXCEPTIONS. 

Of  the  men  who  are  known  as  the  "old  planters"  of  this  country, 
so  far  as  dealing  fairly  with  the  freedmen  is  concerned  in  the  matter  of 
wages,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  as  a  rule  they  have  paid  them  more 
promptly,  more  Justly,  and  apparentlywith  more  wiUingness  than  have 
the  new  lessees  from  other  parts  of  the  country.  There  are  exceptions 
to  this  rule.  I  allude  to  some  few  Northern  men  who  have  come  with 
their  wealth  to  settle  here  in  the  midst  of  the  ruins.  These  have  done 
better  for  the  freedmen  than  any  others,  not  desiring  to  merely  grind 
a  fortune  out  of  the  freedmen  iu  one  year  and  then  go  away  (as  was 
the  case  of  most  Northern  men  who  undertook  the  work  of  planta- 
tions). These  treat  the  freedmen  humanely  and  in  a  manner  which 
cheers  and  encourages  them.  They  contribute  cheerfully  to  their  edu- 
cational, religious,  and  social  welfare,  and  1  only  wish  that  the  charac- 
ter of  the  few  had  been  that  of  the  many.  The  change  would  have 
been  more  promising,  and  the  contrast  with  the  old  planters  far  more 
creditable. 

WAGES  OP  CONSCRIPT  LABORERS. 

In  pursuance  with  orders  from  department  headquarters  and  with  the 
energetic  and  faithful  co-operatiou  of  the  parish  provost-marshals,  I 
have  collected  wages  due  to  conscripts  taken  under  military  orders 
from  the  plantations  into  the  service  of  the  United  States.  There  was 
at  one  time  great  danger,  in  consequence  of  the  hurried  manner  in  which 
these  men  were  forced  into  the  army,  that  they  would  be  deprived  of 
their  wages.  I  accordingly,  and  by  great  labor,  instituted  measures, 
approved  by  you,  for  the  collection  of  the  amounts  due,  and  as  a  result 
I  have  collected  the  sum  of  $11,777.05  and  paid  to  conscripts,  $1,521.13, 
leaving  a  balance  iu  my  hands  of  $10,255.92.  A  detailed  statement 
showing  the  amount  collected  in  each  parish,  the  amount  paid  to  con- 
scripts from  each  parish,  and  the  balance  on  hand  belonging  to  those 
taken  from  each  parish,  is  herewith  appended. 

statement  of  moneys  received  for  conscripts  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  headquarters 
Department  of  the  Gulf,  amount  paid  to  same,  and  the  balance  remaining  on  hand  in  this 
office  February  I,  1865. 


Ifame  of  parish. 


Saint  Eemard 

Vlanueminc 

La  Foarche 

Teire  BonnB 

Ascensiou 

East  13atuu  l^oiigc. 

Jeflferson 

Saint  n'ohn  Baptist 

Iberville 

Saint  James 

Saint  Charles 

Assumption 

Saint  Mary's 


Amount 
received. 


315.86 
9»C.  60 
083. 21 
051.  64 
058.  26 
310.  51 
436. 18 
787.  97 
475. 63 
589.  91 
476. 73 
225.  54 
379.  21 


Amount 
paid. 


$30. 00 
61.70 
63.41 
53.86 
53.86 


220.  90 


43.00 
240.  20 
715.  38 


1,521.13 


Balance 
on  hand. 


.$1,  285.  86 
024.  90 

2,  020.  SO 
997.  68 

1,  604. 40 
310.  51 
215.  28 
787.97 
432.  53 
349.  71 
761.35 
225.  54 
339.39 

10,  255. 92 
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I  have  also  the  name  of  each  conscript  for  whom  money  has  been  paid, 
and  in  order  to  complete  this  arduous  and  important  work  I  requested 
and  promptly  received  an  order  from  department  headquarters  to  com- 
manders of  colored  troops  requiring  them  to  make  such  returns  of  con- 
scripts serving  in  their  commands  as  would  enable  me  to  secure  such 
payments  as  have  not  been  made,  as  well  as  to  forward  such  as  I  have 
in  my  possession. 

DISTRIBUTION     OF    PAY     ROLLS— MEANS    OF    SEOURINft    FINAL    PAY- 
MENTS. 

I  have  prepared  and  distributed  4,000  payrolls  for  plantations,  by 
which  I  shall  know  when  dujilicates  are  returned  as  required  by  a  cir- 
cular which  I  issued,  approved  by  you,  that  every  laborer  in  the  depart- 
ment is  properly  and  fairly  paid.  I  think  we  shall  be  able  to  conclude 
the  year  with  a  brighter  record  as  to  the  treatment  of  the  freedmen 
than  their  most  sanguine  friends  could  reasonably  expect.  Consider- 
ing the  depression  of  the  money  market  and  the  utter  ruin  of  the  crops, 
this  result  is-  marvelous.  Men  have  also  exi>ressed  their  surprise  that 
the  laborers  are  generally  paid  for  their  services,  adding  that  they 
expected  not  more  than  one  half  of  them  could  possibly  be  paid.  It  is 
doubtful  whether  during  many  years  to  come  the  freedmen  of  thisdepart- 
ment  will  have  secured  such  general  protection  as  they  have  during  the 
past  year.  It  is  not  probable  that  after  clothing  and  finding  themselves 
out  of  their  earnings  next  year  they  will  have  as  much  clear  cash  in 
hand  as  they  have  at  this  time.  To  escape  the  payment  of  the  laborers, 
with  the  orders  issued  for  the  freedmen,  and  the  manner  in  which  we 
have  executed  them,  is  regarded  by  every  planter  and  every  merchant 
as  an  absolute  impossibility.  To  secure  equal  completeness  on  the 
laborer's  side  of  the  contract,  together  with  a  suitable  recognition  and 
treatment  of  their  freedom,  will  crown  our  efforts  in  this  line  with 
success. 

REGISTRY   OF  FREEDMEN. 

I  have  completed  a  registry  of  all  the  laborers  on  the  plantations, 
which  is  arranged  in  alphabetical  order,  excepting  the  small  plantations 
where  French  creole  owners  could  not  make  out  returns.  By  means  of 
this  I  am  able  to  tell  where  any  laborer  is  employed.  This  registry 
also  embraces  the  names,  age,  sex,  wages,  former  owner,  and  residence 
of  each  one.  To  complete  this  arm  of  my  work  I  have  had  to  use  much 
patient  exertion,  and  the  result  has  rewarded  us  double. 

DISTRIBUTING    POST-OFFICE. 

I  have  a  distributing  post-office  for  freedmen  connected  with  my  pass 
ofi&ce.    I  herewith  append  a  statement  of  its  labors  for  the  year: 

REPORT  OF   PASS   OFFJCE. 

I'aeses. 

Total  number  of  passes  issued  from  February  6,  1864,  to  February  1, 1865 13  792 

Hosjntal. 

Total  number  sent  to  hospital  during  the  year 500 

Ecdresa  of  wrongs. 
Total  number  during  the  year 1  gOO 
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frekdmen's  letter,s. 

lieceived. 

Total  number  received  since  August,  1864 811 

Average  per  month,  135 ;  total  for  year ...."'.-!'.".".'.!!!!..'.'.!!     1  620 

Se)ii. 
Total  number  sent  during  the  year 1  825 

iJistribuied. 

Total  number  distributed  during  the  year 660 

Written  for  freedmen  at  office. 
Total  number  -written  during  the  year 144 

Oaths  of  allegiance. 
Total  number  administered  during  the  year 2  228 

GENERAL   ASSISTANCE     TO    FREEDMEN — HELP   FROM    THE    AUTHORI- 
TIES. 

We  have  given  up  children  out  of  slavery  to  their  parents ;  we  have 
secured  payment  of  wages  of  servants  in  the  city  and  elsewhere;  we 
have  secured  pay  of  hands  on  steam-ships  and  boats ;  we  have  delivered 
persecuted  people  out  of  the  jails;  wc  have  sent  the  sick  to  hospitals; 
we  have  redressed  grievances  of  every  description;  we  have  given  pro- 
tection to  many  who  at  one  time  could  not  get  it  in  the  courts  because 
it  was  claimed  they  were  slaves,  and  in  the  great  variety  of  duties  which 
we  have  been  called  upon  to  exercise  toward  this  oppressed  population 
of  about  90,000  souls  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  saying  that  I  have  been 
sustained  in  every  work  by  the  major-general  commanding  and  not 
crippled  in  my  efforts  by  any  of  the  authorities,  including  the  governor 
of  the  State,  who  has  done  valuable  service  in  shaping  the  conduct  of 
the  courts  in  regard  to  these  people,  and  the  commander  of  the  Defenses 
of  New  Orleans,  who  has  rendered  telling  assistance  whenever  I  have 
asked  it  of  him. 

RECOMMENDATIONS  REGARDING  PASSES. 

I  recommend  that  the  regulations  of  the  military  service  in  the 
department  be  so  modified  in  the  pass  system  as  to  enable  colored 
citizens  to  be  subject  only  to  the  same  restrictions  as  other  x^eople, 
excepting  in  cases  of  small-pox,  which  disease  is  now,  and  has  been  for 
some  time,  very  prevalent  among  the  colored  people  on  the  plantations 
and  elsewhere  in  the  department.  In  the  treatment  of  the  movements 
of  freedmen  from  plantations  infected  with  the  disease  I  urge  the  wisest 
possible  restriction,  as  the  disease  is  spreading  to  a  most  alarming 
extent.  In  all  other  respects  I  hope  a  more  liberal  ti'eatment  will  be 
extended  regarding  this  matter.  I  beg  leave  to  say,  in  conclusion,  that 
free  labor  and  the  system  adopted  at  the  commencement  of  the  year 
were  both  new  to  this  section.  Tlie  first  Avas  the  thing  of  all  otliers 
which  the  planters  most  disliked  and  were  most  unwilling  to  adopt. 
The  second  was  put  in  ojjeration  where  the  like  was  never  before 
attempted,  and  where  all  the  deep-rooted  prejudices  of  the  land  owners 
were  opposed  to  it.    With  the  exception  of  the  friends  of  the  Govern- 
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ment  who  believed  in  free  labor  the  system  found  at  the  outset  no 
advocates.  The  vast  thousands  just  out  of  slavery  were  placed  be 
families  on  plantations  and  elsewhere.  They  were  employed  at  remu- 
nerative wages,  and  their  children  have  been  educated  in  schools 
established  for  them.  Order  was  brought  out  of  chaos;  capital  was 
invested,  and  the  soil  was  tilled.  Considering  all  the  <;ircumstances 
thrown  around  the  system,  I  believe  it  to  have  been  successful  in  its 
time  and  in  the  objects  intended  by  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient, 
servant, 

THOMAS  W.  CONWAY, 
Superintendent  Bureau  of  Free  Labor ^  Department  of  the  Gulf. 


Thibodeaux,  February  1,  1865. 

(Received  11.50  a.  m.) 
Capt.  Frederic  Speed, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Defenses  of  New  Orleans: 
I  have  just  received  the  following  telegrauT  from  Brashear  City  to 
Capt.  B.  B.  Campbell,  assistant  adjutant- general: 

A  large  force  of  rebels  came  to  Berwick  last  night  and  burned  the  small-pox  hos- 
pital for  negroes.  It  is  reported  also  that  King  and  Whitaker  have  gone  into  the 
La  Fourche  again  with  about  300  men. 

C.  L.  HARRIS, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

Whitaker  is  and  has  been  for  some  time  in  the  country  between 
Napoleonville  and  Grand  Tiiver,  but  the  force  at  Napoleonville  up  to 
this  time  has  not  dislodged  him.  His  total  force  in  our  front  cannot 
exceed  eighty  men.  I  have  asked  Colonel  Harris  how  large  a  force  the 
rebels  had,  and  will  telegraph  answer. 

E.  A.  CAMERON, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  District. 

[Infloraement.] 

Captain  Speed  : 

Ask  General  Cameron  where  on  the  Berwick  side  the  small-pox  hos- 
pital is;  by  whom  it  was  occupied,  and  how  came  it  there.  That  side 
of  the  river  was  ordered  to  be  evacuated.  Ask  him  why  Whitaker 
cannot  be  caught  or  driven  back  across  (xrand  River. 

T.  W.  S[HERMAN]. 

Brashear,  February  ],  ISOr,. 

rReceived  11.30  a.  m.) 
Capt.  Frederic  Speed, 

Assisfan t  Adjutant-  General  : 
The  works  at  this  post  will  be  ])ut  in  a  state  of  defense  before  the 
end  of  the  ]>resent  month.  The  water  battery  has  been  completed 
over  a  month.  The  redoubt  has  the  earth-work  nearly  to  the  full 
height,  and  would  have  been  finished  during  the  past  month  had  the 
materials  for  platforms  and  magazines  been  received  in  time.  Requisi- 
tions were  made  and  forwarded  the  3d  ultimo,  but  the  articles  only 
arrived  last  night.  The  infantry  parapet  of  the  connections  is  aboiit 
one-half  completed,  revetted,  and  trimmed. 
Respectfully, 

W.  S.  LONG, 
Major  Ninety-sixth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry  and  Engineer  in  Charge. 
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[Indorsonieiit.] 

Telegraph  to  General  (Jamerou  to  give  the  eogiiieers  all  the  assist- 
ance possible,  with  the  view  of  completing  the  works  at  Brashear  at 
once.     Operations  there  on  this  work  are  too  slow. 

T.  W.  S[HEItMANJ. 


'New  Orleans,  February  l,  I8ti5 — 4  p.  m. 

(Received  5th.) 
Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Washbukn, 

Commanding,  Viclcshurg  : 
The  commanding  officer  of  the  forces  now  on  their  way  from  Major- 
General  Thomas  will  when  he  arrives  off  Vicksburg  be  instructed  to 
disembark  at  that  place  and  to  be  immediately  prepared  for  active 
operations  in  the  field,  moviug  as  light  as  possible.  Please  give  liim 
all  necessary  facilities. 

E.  R.  S.  CANBY. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  District  of  Vicksburg, 

Viclcshurg,  Miss.,  February  13, 1865. 
Eespectfally  referred  to  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  from  Gen- 
eral Thomas'  army  for  his  information,  whowill  after  perusal  please 
return  (sealed)  to  these  headquarters. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  L.  Smith : 

A.  G.  PISK, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqbs.  Military  Division  op  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  February  1, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds, 

Commanding  Department  of  Arkansas,  Little  Rock,  Ark.  : 
Sir:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  the  Fifty-tbird  and 
Sixty-sixth  Colored  Infantry,  according  to  last  rei)ort  stationed  at 
Saint  Charles,  Ark.,  be  relieved  from  duty  there,  and  returned  as  soon 
as  possible  to  the  District  of  Vicksburg,  if  they  have  not  already  been 
so  relieved. 

Very  resi)ectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  CHRISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant -General. 


Engineer's  Office,  Hdqrs.  Dept.  op  Arkansas, 

Little  liock,  Ark.,  February  1,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds, 

Commanding  Department  of  Arkansas,  Little  Rock: 

General:  We  have  troops  stationed  in  this  department  at  the  fol- 
lowing points,  viz:  Helena,  mouth  of  White  River,  Saint  Charles, 
Devall's  Bluff,  Little  Rock,  Brownsville  and  line  of  railroad,  Pine 
Bluff",  Lewisburg,  Fort  Smith,  Fort  Gibson,  and  Fayetteville.  In  my 
opinion,  the  points  to  be  held  as  long  as  we  propose  holding  Arkansas, 
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are,  first  in  importaiicej  Little  Eock,  Devall's  Bluff,  the  line  of  railroad 
between  the  two  places,  and  Pine  Bluff.  As  a  support  to  this  occu])a- 
tion  I  would  hold  Lewisburg  with  a  small  force  to  observe  the  enemy's 
motions.  As  long  as  we  hold  Pine  Bluff  the  enemy  dare  not  cross  the 
Arkansas  below  this  point,  and  with  Lewisburg  in  our  possession  he 
is  forced  to  cross  at  Dardanelle  or  its  vicinity,  and  thus  give  us  timely 
notice  of  his  movements.  A  few  men  at  Saint  Charles  and  the  mouth 
of  White  Eiver  are  well  placed  to  prevent  the  boats  from  being  fired 
upon  by  guerrillas  and  to  furnish  guards  to  the  boats.  The  country 
between  White  River  and  the  Mississippi  has  a  few  guerrillas  who 
would  be  very  annoying  to  boats  plying  the  Mississippi  were  Helena 
abandoned.  I  should  certainly  retain  a  small  force  at  that  point  as 
long  as  we  occupy  this  country.  I  formerly  held  to  the  opinion  that 
Fort  Smith  was  a  useful  point  to  hold,  but  its  utter  inability  to  prevent 
Price's  passage  of  the  river  when  invading  Missouri,  or  to  stop  its 
return  when  he  passed  in  a  short  distance  of  that  point,  the  fact  it 
does  not  even  protect  the  citizens  of  Arkansas  who  live  one  mile  distant 
from  its  line  of  works,  and  the  immense  expense  of  supplying  the 
troops  stationed  there,  have  caused  me  to  change  my  opinion,  and  to 
recommend  it  be  abandoned  and  the  troops  concentrated  here.  Port 
Gibson  is  supplied  from  Fort  Scott,  and  might  remain  with  its  present 
garrison  untU  they  have  consumed  their  present  supjilies  and  then  fall 
back  to  Fort  Scott.  I  would  recommend  the  turning  over  of  Fayette- 
villeandits  troops  to  the  Department  of  the  Missouri.  The  size  of  the 
garrisons  and  their  due  proijortions  to  hold  these  points,  I  have  b<fore 
given,  and  you  have  it  on  hand.  Looking  at  the  map,  and  from  all  the 
information  I  can  glean,  I  think  that  Gaines'  Landing,  on  the  Missis- 
sippi Eiver,  would  be  a  proper  point  to  occupy.  It  is  as  near  from 
there  to  Oaraden  as  this  point  is.  It  is  near  the  point  that  Marmaduke 
last  summer  annoyed  our  boats,  and  is  a  favorite  point  of  crossing  the 
Mississippi  Eiver  by  the  rebels.  It  threatens  the  enemy's  communica- 
tions whenever  they  move  north  of  the  Washita  Eiver.  As  to  its  facil- 
ities for  being  supplied,  they  are  manifest. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  WHEELEE, 
Captain  of  Ungineers.  Chief  Engineer  Department  of  Arkansas. 


General  Orders,  )       Hdqrs.  Department  of  Arkansas, 

No.  14.  \  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  February  1,  1865. 

The  following  organization  of  the  infantry  of  the  Seventh  Army 
Corps  is  announced,  viz : 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Headquarters  at  Little  Eock.    Brig.  Gen.  F.  Salomon,  commanding. 

First  Brigade.— E'mth.  Wisconsin  Infantry  Volunteers,  Thirty-sixth 
Iowa  Infantry  Volunteers,  Fortieth  Iowa  Infantry  Volunteers,  Forty- 
third  Illinois  Infantry  Volunteers. 

Second  Brigade.— E\&^Q\\t\i.  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  Fifty-seventh 
U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  Eighty-third  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  One  hun- 
dred and  thirteenth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  Fifty-fourth  U.  S.  Colored 
Infantry,  Seventy-ninth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  One  hundred  and 
twelfth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry. 
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SECOND  DIVISION. 

Headquarters  atDevall's  Bluff.    Brig.  Gen.  A.  Shaler,  commanding. 

First  Brigade. — Third  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry,  Fifty-fourth 
Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  Twelfth  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Second  Brigade. — Sixty-second  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  One  hun- 
dred and  twenty-sixth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  One  hundred  and 
sixth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry. 

THIRD  DIVISION. 

Headquarters  at  Fort  Smith.    Brig.  Gen.  J.  M.  Thayer,  commanding. 

First  Brigade. — Eighteenth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  Second 
Arkansas  Volunteer  Infantry,  Thirteenth  Kansas  Volunteer  Infantry, 
First  Arkansas  Volunteer  Infantry,  Twelfth  Kansas  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Second  Brigade. — Second  Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry  (dismounted), 
Fourteenth  Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry  (dismounted),  Sixth  Kansas 
Volunteer  Cavalry  (dismounted),  First  Arkansas  Volunteer  Cavalry 
(dismounted). 

Third  Brigade. — First  Indian  Home  Guard,  Third  Indian  Home 
Guard,  Second  Indian  Home  Guard. 

Detached  £n</fiM?e  (Brig.  Gen.  E.  A.  Carr,  commanding;  headquarters 
in  the  field). — Fiftieth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  Twenty-seventh 
Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  Twenty-eighth  Wisconsin  Volunteer 
Infantry,  Twenty-ninth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  Thirty-third  Iowa 
Volunteer  Infantry,  Seventy-seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 

By  command  of  Mai.  Gen.  J.  J.  Eeynolds : 

JOHN  LEVESING, 
Assistant  Adjutatit- General. 


Special  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Department  of  Arkansas, 

No.  29.  )  Little  Boclc,  Ark.,  February  1, 1865. 

4.  Capt.  C.  H.  Dyer,  assistant  adjutant-general,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
will  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  E.  A.  Carr,  commanding  Detached  Brigade, 
Seventh  Army  Corps,  for  duty. 

5.  Brig.  Gen.  E.  A.  Carr,  commanding  Detached  Brigade  of  Seventh 
Army  Corps,  will  proceed  with  his  command  to  New  Orleans,  La.,  and 
report  on  arrival  to  headquarters  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi 
for  instructions. 

By  command  of  Mai.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds: 

JOHN  LEVEEING, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Lewisburg,  February  1,  18C5 — 9.10  p.  m. 
Maj.  John  Levering, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Little  Rode: 
Scout  in  from  south  side  of  river  reports  rebel  cavalry  having  left 
Washington  for  Bed  River  about  a  week  ago,  Shelby,  at  Washington, 
having  relieved  Price.     Derived  the  information  from  two  women  who 

had  lust  arrived  from  there. 

-•  A.  H.  RYAN, 

Colonel. 
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Milwaukee,  Wis.,  February  1,  lR6r). 

(Keceived  3.20  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Dispatch  received  last  evening.  Go  immediately  to  Kaiut  Lonis.  I 
request  earnestly  tliat  Col.  W.  A.  Nichols,  assistant  adjutant-general, 
be  ordered  to  report  to  me  as  assistant  adjutant- sen eral  of  the  division. 
I  have  no  adjutant-general,  and  this  request  is  made  with  Colonel 
Nichols'  assent. 

.TOIIiSr  POPE, 

Major-  General. 


Washington,  ]).  G.,  February  1,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope, 

ISaint  Louis,  Mo. : 
General:  I  transmit  herewith  copy  of  a  letter*  from  General  Con- 
nor in  regard  to  the  defense  of  the  Overland  Mail  Route,  and  also  sev- 
eral papers*  from  General  Curtis  on  the  subject.  These  pa])ers  and 
others  were  on  their  receipt  forwarded  to  Lieuteuant-Geueral  Grant, 
and  have  been  returned  without  any  instructions  from  him,  so  far  as  1 
am  informed.  It  is  therefore  presumed  that  he  deems  the  large  cav- 
alry force  in  the  Department  of  Kansas  as  sufficient  for  present  pur- 
poses without  taking  others  from  active  duty  in  the  field.  Jt  is  proper 
to  state  in  this  connection  that  others  repoit  these  stories  of  Indian 
hostilities  as  greatly  exaggerated,  if  not  merely  gotten  up  for  the  pur- 
l>ose  of  speculation,  and  respectable  authorities  assert  that  they  are 
encouraged  by  agents  of  the  Overland  Mail  Company  iu  order  to  cover 
their  frequent  failure  to  transport  the  mails  according  to  contract.  Be 
this  as  it  may,  it  is  highly  important  that  the  roads  to  New  Mexico, 
Colorado,  Utah,  and  Idaho  should  be  properly  protected  from  Indian 
hostilities,  so  that  there  may  be  no  interruption  in  the  transmission  of 
supplies  and  the  mails.  You  will  transmit  these  papers  with  the  nec- 
essary instructions  to  General  Dodge,  who  will  give  the  whole  matter 
his  immediate  care  and  attention. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  28.  )  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  February  7, 1865. 

District  or  snb-district  commanders  will  detail  a  line  officer  to  take 
charge  of  the  recruiting  of  each  of  the  companies  called  for  by  Gov- 
ernor Thomas  C.  Fletcher,  in  General  Orders,  No.  3,  from  headquarters 
State  of  Missouri  (adjutant-general's  office),  for  the  respective  counties 
in  their  commands. 

Officers  most  noted  for  efficiency  and  good  discipline  will  be  selected 
for  this  duty.  They  will  remain  in  charge  until  they  are  relieved  by 
officers  commissioned  by  the  governor  to  command  these  companies 
and  great  effort  will  be  made  by  them  to  till  the  companies  immedi- 
ately, and  to  secure  in  them  the  services  of  as  many  honorably  dis- 
charged soldiers  from  U.  S.  volunteers,  and  Missouri  State  Militia  who 
have  seen  actual  service,  as  possible. 

*  Not  fonml  as  inclosuies. 
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The  commissary  department  will,  upon  proper  requisitions,  issue 
rations  to  men  recruited  for  these  comx^anies.  As  soon  as  sworn  into 
the  service  by  ofticers  designated  by  district  commanders  they  will  be 
furnished  clothing  and  such  other  articles  as  are  allowed  by  the  quarter- 
master's department. 

Requisitions  for  arms  and  equipments  will  be  made  upon  the  State 
authorities,  who,  when  they  have  them  in  store,  or  in  the  hands  of  the 
Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  will  supply  them.  When  they  cannot  meet 
these  requisitions  tliey  will  so  indorse  upon  them,  and  the  ordnance 
officer  of  the  district  or  department  will  fill  the  requisition  from  arms 
and  equipments  turned  over  by  the  Missouri  State  Militia  whose  term 
of  service  has  expired. 

As  soon  as  a  sufficient  number  of  men  are  recruited  for  a  company  to 
entitle  them  to  a  commissioned  officer,  as  provided  by  General  Orders, 
No.  61,  War  Department  (Adjutant-General's  Office),  series  of  1861, 
they  will  be  placed  on  duty. 

Commanding  officers  of  these  companies  will  make,  through  sub- 
district  commanders,  all  reports  required  by  Army  Itegulations  and 
existing  orders. 

These  companies  will  act  solely  under  the  orders  of  sub-district, 
district,  or  department  commanders,  as  the  exigencies  of  the  service 
may  require,  and  their  officers  will  be  held  to  a  strict  personal  account- 
ability for  the  discipline,  drill,  and  efficiency  of  the  men,  and  for  unau- 
thorized depredations  of  any  kind  committed  by  them. 

All  efficient  officers  of  U.  S.  volunteers  or  Missouri  State  Militia 
whose  term  of  service  is  expiring,  or  who  have  been  honorably  dis- 
charged or  mustered  out,  and  who  desire  commissions  in  these  com- 
panies, will  make  immediate  application  therefor  through  the  proper 
channels,  and  sub-district  and  district  commanders  will  indorse  their 
approval  or  disapproval  from  their  knowledge  or  information,  stating 
the  services  of  the  applicant,  his  qualifications  and  ability  to  command 
implicit  obedience  from  his  men,  and  the  reputation  of  his  former  com- 
pany for  discipline.  The  indorsement  of  the  district  inspector  as  to 
the  latter,  if  the  applicant  has  served  in  the  district,  will  be  required. 

District  and  sub-district  commanders  have  control  of  the  organiza- 
tions of  these  companies,  and  will  give  them  proper  attention  and  see 
that  they  are  placed  upon  an  efficient  footing  in  all  respects. 

Bv  command  of  Major-General  Dodge: 
^  J.  W.  BARNES, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  )   Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

No.  27.  )  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  February  1, 1865. 

1  Lieutenant-Colonel  Malone  will  move  the  headquarters  of  his  regi- 
ment to  Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  reporting  there  to  Colonel  Beveridge,  com- 
manding Third  Sub-District  for  orders.  The  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment will  furnish  transportation.  ,..,..    ^       , 

2.  Lieut.  Col.  II.  M.  Hiller,  Second  Missouri  State  Mihtia  Cavalry, 
will  at  once  proceed  to  Bloomfield  and  assume  the  command  of  that 
post.  Upon  assuming  the  command  he  will  order  at  least  350  citizens, 
embracing  as  many  disloyal  citizens  as  possible  of  that  and  surround- 
ing neighborhoods,  to  report  to  him  forthwith  for  the  purposeof  build- 
ing a  fort  at  Bloomfield.  Whenever  he  shall  have  collected  a  sufficient 
number  he  will  at  once,  if  necessary,  place  them  in  charge  of  a  small 
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squad  of  soldiers,  and  set  them  at  work  under  the  supervision  of  Lieut. 
Col.  D.  F.  Tiedemanu,  who  is  charged  with  the  laying  out  of  the  work 
and  of  the  superintending  of  the  construction  of  the  fort.  Subsi.stence 
for  the  citizens  thus  called  into  service  will  be  issued  by  the  commis- 
sary of  subsistence  at  Cape  Girardeau,  on  provision  returns  properly 
approved  by  the  commanding  officer,  but  no  other  compensation  will  be 
allowed  by  the  Government  for  such  service.  Soldiers  will  also  assist 
in  the  work.  The  necessary  teams,  tool.-*,  &c.,  will  be  supplied  by  the 
assistant  quartermaster  at  Cape  Girardeau. 

******* 

Bv  order  of  Brigadier-General  Ewing  : 

H.  HANKAHS, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Macon,  Mo.,  February  1,  J865 — 3  p.  m. 
Maj.  J.  W.  Barnes, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 
Capt.  Clayton  Tiffin,  of  Ray  County  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  reports 
that  his  company,  on  the  30th  ultimo,  pursued  a  gang  of  guerrillas  from 
Eay  County  across  the  Missouri  Biver  into  La  Fayette  County.  They 
killed  Hurleston,  the  leader  of  the  gang,  and  two  men,  Fiske  and 
Wright;  all  three  noted  guerrillas.  At  last  accounts  the  company 
was  close  upon  the  remainder  of  the  band,  about  twenty-five  men,  with 
a  fair  show  for  wiping  them  out. 

W.  T.  CLAEKE, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquaeteks  District  of  Southwest  Missottei, 

Springfield,  Mo.,  February  J,  1865. 
Mrs.  Saeah  M.  Scott, 

Sarcoxie,  Mo. : 
Deae  Madam  :  Your  communication  of  the  27th  ultimo  came  duly  to 
hand.  I  write  a  few  lines  in  reply,  partly  because  you  requested  it  and 
partly  to  correct  the  erroneous  idea  you  seem  to  entertain  in  regard  to  the 
motives  that  led  to  the  promulgation  of  the  order  to  which  you  refer, 
I  have  nothing  to  say  of  the  motives  which  actuated  others,  but  I  know 
that  in  all  that  I  do  in  my  official  capacity  I  am  actuated  only  by  a  desire  to 
promote  the  true  interests  of  security  and  the  general  welfare  of  the  peo- 
ple. How  strange  it  is  that  the  simple  fact  of  women  and  children  being 
compelled  to  seek  a  new  place  of  residence  at  a  season  of  the  year  not 
usually  inclement  in  this  latitude,  strikes  your  mind  with  horror,  while 
the  spectacle  of  honest,  peaceable  men  laboring  in  their  fields  for  the 
support  of  their  wives  and  little  children  shot  down  like  dogs  by  men 
whom  these  families  you  refer  to  are  harboring  and  feeding,  does  not 
even  call  for  a  sympathizing  word  or  even  a  remark.  You  take  a  strange 
view  of  the  requirements  of  charity,  and  seem  to  conclude  that  charity 
requires  an  officer  to  stand  still  with  folded  arms  and  see  murderers 
and  their  accessories  turn  whole  communities  of  happy  families  into 
widows  and  orphans  and  cover  the  earth  with  the  innocent  slain,  because 
the  remedy  will  occasion  some  inconvenience  and  perhaps  suffering  of 
the  parties  in  a  manner  guilty.    Cliarity  itself  calls  for  the  execution 
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of  the  order.  Then  your  owu  plea  of  justification,  "I  say  with  a  clear 
conscience,  I  have  done  nothing  against  the  Federal  Government." 
How  impotent !  When  this  day  of  passion  and  excitement  shall  have 
passed  away,  and  our  posterity  shall  look  back  and  see  the  Govern- 
ment as  it  was,  imposing  no  burden  upon  the  people,  protecting  every 
right,  and  fostering  every  interest,  enlightening  and  elevating  the 
masses,  attording  succor  and  asylum  to  the  friendless  and  oppressed, 
and  shall  behold  it  assailed  by  myriads  of  traitors  aiming  only  to  cast 
down  and  destroy,  how  will  those  then  appear  to  them  who  stand  back 
with  folded  arms  and  say  with  a  clear  conscience,  "I  have  done  nothing 
against  the  Federal  Government."  Would  it  not  be  natural  for  them, 
when  reflecting  upon  their  condition,  bereft  of  relations  by  a  war  most 
cruel,  burdened  with  taxation,  surrounded  with  the  crime  and  immoral- 
ity that  war  always  engenders,  to  exclaim,  "Accursed  is  the  person  and 
all  his  descendants  who  in  such  an  hour  and  such  a  crisis  did  not  rally 
to  the  support  of  the  flag  of  such  a  Government,  and  at  such  a  time 
sacrifice  all  for  the  common  weal,  or  at  least  do  something  for  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  not  be  content  with  having  done  nothing  against  it."  The 
removal  of  the  families  at  the  time  mentioned  is  deemed  a  necessary 
step  to  enable  the  loyal  people  in  that  section  to  come  to  their  homes 
and  remain  there  in  quiet.  Whatever  is  necessary  to  be  done  to  enable 
the  Government  to  exercise  its  authority  and  protect  its  subjects  in  all 
places  of  its  dominion  will  be  done  without  regard  to  the  suftering  of 
any  particular  class,  or  even  that  of  a  whole  generation.  The  order 
will  be  executed  with  as  much  promptness  and  vigor  as  circumstances 
will  allow. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  SANBOKN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquaetbks  Department  of  Kansas, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  February  1,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Mitchell, 

Columbus,  Nebr.  Ter. : 
Will  be  able  to  send  horses  soon.  Have  the  Pawnees  got  revolvers  1 
They  should  have  good  ones.  If  possible  send  troops  to  strengthen 
Overland  Stage  Line  beyond  J ulesburg,  especially  vicinity  of  Valley 
Station.  Can't  you  bring  down  some  force  from  Laramie  route?  The 
great  pressure  is  to  keep  stage  route  open. 

S.  R.  CUETIS, 

Major-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

No.  liO.  i  Mihcaulcec,  Wis.,  February  1,  1865. 

I.  Capt.  Joseph  McO.  Bell,  assistant  adjutant-general,  will  proceed 
to  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  as  member  of  the  stalf  of  the  major-general  com- 
manding. 

#  #  #  *  *  #  • 

in.  Maj.  H.  von  Minden,  First  (Hatch's)  Independent  Battalion,  is 
assigned  to  duty  as  topographical  engineer  at  these  headquarters. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Pope: 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Milwaulcee,  Wis.,  February  1,  1865. 

Brig.  Geu.  H.  n.  Sibley,  „     ,   i,- 

Commanding  District  of  Minnesota,  Saint  Paul,  Mmn. : 
General:  It  is  my  purpose  in  the  spriug  to  establish  a  complete 
line  of  small  ])OSts  ou  the  Miuuesota  frontier  about  as  follows,  viz:  At 
least  one,  and  perhaps  two,  between  Fort  Abercrombie  and  Fort  Wa,ds^ 
worth,  each  to  be  garrisoned  by  one  cavalry  company.     Prom  i'ort 
Wadsworth  proceeding  south,  the  first  post  to  be  at  or  near  the  head 
of  the  Big  Sioux  ou  Sully's  route  in  185G;  the  second  at  or  near  Lake 
Poinsett;  the  third  at  or  near  Lake  Shetek;  the  fourth  at  or  near 
Spirit  Lake.    These  posts,  of  course,  are  temporary  m  their  character, 
and  only  the  shelter  actually  necessary  for  troops  will  be  put  up  by 
the  troops  themselves  and  at  the  least  possible  expense  to  the  United 
States.    Fort  Eidgelv  will  probably  be  the  best  depot  for  all  the  troops 
south  of  Wadsworth,  including  Wadsworth.    An  officer  of  rank  and 
iudgment  ought  to  be  stationed  at  liidgely,  who  should  command  a  sub- 
district  to  include  the  posts  at  Poinsett,  Shetek,  and  Spirit  Lakes.     In 
the  same  manner  the  commanding  officer  at  Wadsworth  should  have 
command  and  general  supervision  of  that  post  and  nearest  posts  on 
each  side  of  it.     The  same  arrangement  will  be  judicious  for  Aber- 
crombie in  case  you  establish  two  posts  between  Abercrombie  and 
Wadsworth.    You  have  twenty  cavalry  companies ;  six  will  be  required 
for  this  line  of  small  posts,  exclusive  of  Wadsworth  and  Abercrombie. 
At  Wadsworth  I  should  think  two  companies  of  infantry  and  three  of 
cavalry  sufficient;  at  Abercrombie  one  company  of  infantry  and  three 
of  cavalry;  at  Eidgely  one  of  infantry  and  two  or  three  of  cavalry. 
This  arrangement  will  leave  yon  five  cavalry  companies  to  spare.     I 
should  think  by  spring  it  would  be  judi<;ious,  if  it  can  be  done,  to  post 
one  company  of  the  Veteran  Keserve  Corps  at  Eipley,  and  two,  per- 
haps three,  companies  of  cavalry,  though  I  do  not  suggest  anything  to 
you  in  regard  to  the  Chippewa  frontier,  as  you  probably  know  better 
than  I  what  is  needed  there.    I  can  probably  send  you  iu  April  or  May 
one  company  of  the  N'eteran  lleserve  Corps  if  absolutely  needed. 
Please  bear  in  mind  in  this  arrangement  that  I  wish  you  to  send  not 
less  than  six  companies  of  cavalry  with  a  cou])le  of  pieces  of  artillery 
to  Devil's  Lake  as  early  as  practicable  after  the  grass  is  sufficient  for 
animals.    The  companies  for  this  service  can  be  drawn  from  Aber- 
crombie, Wadsworth  (probably),  and  Eidgely.     At  all  events,  you  can 
make  up  this  force  without  interfering  with  the  establishment  of  these 
small  posts.    The  forces  for  Devil's  Lake  must  go  as  high  as  possible, 
as  they  will  only  remain  there  during  the  summer,  and  even  then  they 
must  move  about  a  good  deal.    The  expense  of  (istablishing  a  large  post 
at  Devil's  Lake  is  too  great  to  authorize,  unless  i  n  case  of  absolute  neces- 
sity;  nor  could  such  a  post,  with  the  present  policy  of  the  Government, 
in  our  relation  with  the  English  authorities  in  that  region,  exercise  any 
sort  of  restraint  upon  English  traders  and  half-breeds.     You  under- 
stand, of  course,  that  the  object  of  this  chain  of  small  ])osts  is  to  cover 
completely  the  Minnesota  frontier  at  so  great  a  distance  from  the  outer 
settlements  as  to  secure  entire  safety  to  the  settlements  and  to  cover 
the  advance  of  immigration  and  settlement  to  the  west  and  north.     Of 
course  broad  trails  should  be  at  once  made  between  these  posts,  and 
the  route  between  them  be  patrolled  at  least  once  in  every  forty-eight 
hours  with  such  care  that  any  Indian  trail  wh^ch  crossed  them  Mould 
surely  be  discovered,  and  could  be  rapidly  followed  back  toward  the 
settlements.     I  have  given  you  above  my  general  ideas  on  this  subject. 
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and  merely  suggested  the  general  course  and  position  of  this  line  of 
small  posts.  Of  course  a  more  intimate  knowledge  of  the  country  must 
modify  the  details  somewhat.  I  wish  you  to  look  into  the  matter  and 
as  soon  as  you  can-write  me  fully  on  the  subject,  giving  me  your  views 
as  to  the  policy  of  such  a  line  of  posts,  as  well  as  its  location. 
I  am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  NO.  POPE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Mihvaulcee,  Wis.,  February  1,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Sully, 

Commandinff   Department  of  Iowa,  Dubuque,  Iowa  : 

General:  As  your  reports  set  forth  that  large  bodies  of  hostile 
Indians  are  coming  to  the  military  posts  establisLed  last  summer  on 
the  frontier  to  surrender  themselves  to  the  military  authorities  of  the 
United  States  for  the  purpose  of  securing  peace,  you  are  instructed 
to  confer  with  the  Indians  thus  surrendering  themselves  and  to  inform 
them  that  the  United  States  will  maintain  ijeace  with  them  simply  on 
the  basis  of  their  good  behavior  and  assist  them  in  protecting  them- 
selves against  hostile  Indians.  They  will  be  notified  that  they  must 
remain  outside  of  an  outer  line  of  posts  and  in  no  event  to  come  within 
this  line  even  in  the  smallest  parties.  Any  intrusion  into  the  settle- 
ments even  by  single  Indians  will  be  regarded  and  treated  as  an  act 
of  hostility  on  the  part  of  the  tribe  to  which  such  Indian  or  Indians 
belong.  The  Indians  thus  giving  themselves  up  will  be  permitted  and 
encouraged  at  all  times  to  establish  their  camps  in  the  vicinity  of  any 
of  the  outer  posts  and  to  trade  at  the  posts  with  persons  duly  author- 
ized to  trade  with  them.  No  other  treaty  stipulations  will  be  made 
with  Indians.  As  the  Indians  thus  coming  in  and  surrendering  are 
regarded  as  prisoners  of  the  United  States,  no  white  man  whatever  will 
be  allowed  to  visit  them  except  by  special  permit  in  each  case  from  the 
district  commander,  and  no  treaties  other  than  above  specified  will  be 
suffered  to  be  made  by  any  person  whatever.  The  hostile  attitude  occu- 
pied by  all  the  Sioux  bands  for  the  last  two  years  has  suspended  former 
treaties  with  the  United  States,  and  the  payment  of  annuities  or  distri- 
bution of  goods  under  any  former  treaties  will  not  be  permitted  by  the 
military  commanders  of  districts  or  posts  on  the  frontier,  unless  con- 
trary orders  are  received  from  the  War  Department.  Any  claims  of 
Indians  for  lands  from  which  tliey  are  excluded  by  this  order  will  be 
carefully  considered  by  the  commander  of  this  military  department,  and 
by  him  be  submitted  for  the  action  of  the  proper  authorities  at  Wash- 
ington. The  line  beyond  which  Indians  are  required  to  remain  will  be 
a  line  from  Fort  Abercrombie  through  Port  Wadsworth  to  Fort  Pierre, 
on  the  Missouri  River,  and  from  Fort  Abercrombie  along  the  line  of 
the  Cheyenne  River;  east  and  south  of  this  line  all  Indians  are  prohib- 
ited from  coming  on  any  pretext,  under  the  penalty  of  immediate  hos- 
tilities with  the  tribes  to  which  they  belong. 

Copies  of  this  order  will  be  furnished  by  district  commanders  to  the 
commanding  officers  of  all  frontier  posts  under  their  jurisdiction,  and 
its  provisions  will  be  carefully  explained  to  all  Indians  who  come  into 
any  of  the  posts  to  surrender  themselves.  District  and  post  com- 
manders are  instructed  to  aid  all  such  Indians  in  protecting  themselves 
against  other  hostile  tribes,  and  to  direct  the  movements  and  operations 
of  the  friendly  Indians  with  this  view,  but  uuder  the  clear  understand- 
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ing  that  STicli  service  for  their  own  protection  ^J",ff  "^^^^  "^J^ees 
for  any  claim  for  services  against  the  United  ^^ates  /n  eon^e^e^^^^^^^ 
with  Indians  and  when  the  circumstances  imperatively  demand  it,  cer 
tain  articles  of  provisions  in  limited  quantities  may  be  issued  to  the 
Indians  in  an  order  of  the  post  commander,  setting  l^^^^^J^t^'^,.^^^^ 
necessity,  a  copy  of  which  order  will  be  "i^n^e^^^^tely  forwarded  to 
departm'ent  headquarters.  It  is  believed  however,  that  fj  the  Indians 
relterred  to  can  easily  subsist  themselves  by  hunting  and  trading  at  the 
military  posts.  No  Indian  trader  will  be  permitted  to  locate  himselt 
in  the  camps  of  these  Indians,  but  will  be  assigned  a  place  for  his  store 
at  or  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  military  post  by  the  post  com- 
mander. All  officers  and  soldiers  are  positively  prohibited  Irom  traa- 
iiig  with  Indians  or  receiving  presents  of  any  kind  from  Indians  or 
Indian  traders,  and  any  officer  or  soldier  detected  m  such  practices, 
directly  or  indirectly,  will  be  placed  in  arrest  and  brought  before  a  gen- 
eral court-martial.  It  is  very  desirable  that  all  Indians  on  the  frontier 
be  induced  to  establish  their  camps  in  the  vicinity  and  under  tbe 
supervision  of  the  military  posts,  and  all  military  commanders  on  the 
frontier  will  offer  every  proper  inducement  to  Indians,  by  kind  treat- 
ment, by  protection  from  other  Indians  and  Indian  traders,  to  secure 
this  result. 

I  am,  general,  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant. 

Major- General,  Commanding. 

(Same  to  Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Sibley,  commanding  District  of  Minnesota, 
Saint  Paul.) 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  2, 1865 — 9.30  jp.  m. 

(Received  10.15  i^.  m.) 
Major-Geueral  Halleck, 

Washington : 
Please  order  General  Dana  to  relieve  General  Washburn  and  order 
him  to  report  to  General  Ord  for  duty.    General  Tower  need  not  be 
relieved  from  his  present  duties;  if  already  relieved  he  can  be  returned. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Hdqbs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Office  op  Chief  Signal  Officer, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  February  2,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Oheistensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi  .- 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  information  received  at  this  office  this  2d  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1865:  Mr.  S.  Armitage,  scout,  left  New  Orleans  January  4, 1865; 
arrived  at  Alexandria  January  9,  at  Shreveport  January  11,  at  Jeffer- 
son January  14,  and  at  Marshall  January  16.  Returned  to  Shreveport 
January  17 ;  remained  there  four  or  five  days,  then  returned  to  Alex- 
andria about  January  22,  remained  one  day,  then  returned  to  New 
Orleans,  via  Marksville  and  Morganza.  He  makes  the  following  state- 
ment: The  department  depot  for  provisions  is  at  Jefferson;  only  a  pro- 
vost guard  there.    At  Marshall  there  is  a  Government  tannery,  a  shoe 
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manufactory,  a  foundry  for  cannon  sliot  and  sliell,  a  factory  for  per- 
cussion caps,  a  powder  factory,  and  the  headquarters  of  the  Treasury 
Department  for  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department.  Lead  is  brought 
to  Marshall  from  Mexico.  At  Shreveport  is  a  foundry  for  casting  can- 
non shot  and  shell ;  also  the  depot  of  clothing,  which  is  full  of  blankets, 
shoes,  and  other  clothing  for  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department.  All 
shoemakers  and  tailors  are  obliged  to  work  there.  A  breast- work  sur- 
rounds the  city,  with  embrasures  at  intervals  of  100  yards  for  guns. 
No  guns  are  now  mounted.  No  troops  are  there  except  a  provost  guard. 
General  Kirby  Smith's  headquarters  are  at  Shreveport.  At  Minden, 
twenty-eight  miles  from  Shreveport,  were  all  the  infantry  except  Magru- 
der's  division,  which  was  formerly  commanded  by  Price.  General  Price 
is  shelved.  He  lost  12,000  veterans,  and  brought  back  10,000  raw 
recruits  and  conscripts  from  Missouri.  He  lost  all  his  teams  and  much 
of  his  artillery  there.  Marmaduke's  division  was  at  Little  Prairie,  eight 
miles  from  Washington,  Ark.,  and  110  miles  from  Shreveport,  number- 
ing, all  told,  as  infantry  not  over  18,000.  At  Meriden  [Minden,  La.,]  were 
Watkins'  [Walker's]  division,  6,000  to  7,000;  Polignac's  division,  0,000 
to  7,000;  Cameron's  battery,  six  guns;  Nims'  old  battery,  six  guns. 
Several  batteries  have  been  ordered  to  Marshall  to  recruit  tlieir  horses. 
All  this  infantry  has  been  ordered  to  Alexandria.  General  Buckner 
(whose  headquarters  are  at  Natchitoches,  100  miles  from  Alexandria) 
came  down  to  Alexandria  with  informant  upon  business  relating  to  the 
military  movement.  General  Thomas'  brigade  numbers  not  over  2,000. 
His  infantry  is  camped  four  miles  back  of  Alexandria  on  Williams' 
plantation.  One  company  of  heavy  artillery,  six  guns  (called  Bell 
Battery),  and  one  company  of  light  artillery  are  encamped  at  Pine- 
ville,  opposite  Alexandria.  Collins'  company  of  scouts  are  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Atchafalaya.  Two  companies  of  scouts,  called  steam-boat 
companies,  and  two  other  companies  are  along  the  west  bank  of  the 
Atchafalaya,  under  command  of  Maj.  Norman  White.  At  Alexandria, 
on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  between  the  two  falls,  is  a  fort,  finished, 
mounting  four  5-iuch  rifled,  and  four  8-iiich  smooth-bore  pieces.  This 
fort  is  well  equipped  and  supi)lied.  All  the  guns  bear  down  the  river. 
The  other  fort  is  opposite  the  upper  fall,  and  is  a  duplicate  of  the  iirst. 
Another  fort  on  the  Alexandria  side  is  being  constructed  between 
the  falls,  to  be  armed  with  four  guns  from  the  Westfield,  now  en  route 
from  Houston.  Five  hundred  or  600  negroes  are  now  at  work  upon 
this  fortification;  500  or  600  negroes  are  also  at  work  on  Druett's 
Blufts  thirty-five  miles  above  Grand  Ecore,  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river,  upon  a  work  calculated  to  mount  two  mortars  and  two 
8  inch  guns.  The  light  works  at  Grand  Ecore  are  of  little  value. 
The  raft  obstructions  and  works  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cut-off,  thirty- 
five  miles  below  Shreveport,  will  probably  be  abandoned.  The  crops 
in  Louisiana  and  Texas  have  been  fine,  mostly  corn;  some  wheat  in 
Texas.  The  opinion  prevails  among  military  men  that  an  advance  will 
be  attempted  this  season  by  way  of  Alexandria.  The  concentration  of 
troops  there  is  to  meet  this  movement.  General  Polignac  is  on  his  way 
to  Paris,  France,  on  ninety  days'  furlough.  Scurry's  division  is  along 
the  Black  Kiver.  Harrison's  scouts  are  along  the  Tensas  River  and 
Arkansas  line.  Denison's  cavalry  regiment  is  along  the  Arkansas 
Eiver  and  its  mouth.  Parsons'  cavalry  brigade  has  gone  to  Texas. 
All  Texas  cavalry  except  Scurry's  division  has  gone  to  Texas.  Most 
of  the  Arkansas  cavalry  is  roaming  through  Arkansas.  Most  of  the 
Louisiana  cavalry  has  gone  to  Texas.  Want  of  forage  is  the  cause. 
The  legislature  is  in  session  at  Shreveport.    Governor  Allen  has  just 
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issued  a  proclamation  evidently  designed  to  prepare  the  people  of 
Louisiana  to  assent  to  the  use  of  negroes  as  laborers,  soldiers,  and  if 
need  be,  in  tliq  end,  to  their  emancipation.  The  disaffection  among 
the  rebel  soldiers  is  wide  spread  and  increasing.  They  need  only  a  head 
and  an  organization  to  openly  bid  defiance  to  Confederate  authority  in 
the  Trans-Mississippi  Department.  Desertions  are  constant,  though 
the  deserter  Is  treated  with  rigor.  From  three  to  eight  executions  take 
place  at  Alexandria  every  Friday,  by  command  of  General  Buckner. 
A  schooner  with  300  bales  of  cotton  is  preparing  to  run  out  of  Vermil- 
lion Bay.  It  will  carry  an  agent  to  build  or  buy  steamers  to  run  the 
blockade  on  the  Texas  coast.  This  agent  used  to  own  and  riin  the 
steamer  Empire  Parish.  His  family  is  in  New  Orleans.  Torpedoes 
cannot  be  used  in  the  Red  River  on  account  of  the  great  rise  and  fall 
of  the  water.  Informant  was  so  told  by  the  captain  of  the  torpedo 
corps.  No  design  is  entertained  of  sending  troops  across  the  Missis- 
sippi River.  Soldiers  will  not  submit  to  the  transfer.  In  conversation 
General  Buckuer  stated  to  Mr.  Armitage  that  Major-General  Canby 
was  dreaded  as  an  able  soldier  and  commander,  and  his  movements 
were  awaited  with  apprehension.  Of  Major-General  Steele's  merits 
and  military  talent  he  had  a  good  opinion.  The  withdrawal  of  General 
Banks  from  the  command  of  the  Federal  forces  in  the  Department  of 
the  Gulf  was  regarded  by  Confederate  ofiScers  with  much  disapproba- 
tion and  regret. 

A  communication  from  Capt.  A.  G.  Fitz,  Port  Hudson,  January  30, 
states  that  a  deserter  from  Gauber's  [Gober's]  command  confirms  pre- 
vious information  in  relation  to  Taylor  being  in  command  of  all  forces 
east  of  Mississippi  River.    His  headquarters  are  at  Summit,  Miss, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  M.  BATON, 
Co2)tain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  3Iil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi. 


Bayou  Gottla,  Fehruary  5,  1865. 

(Received  8.15  p.  m.) 
Captain  Speed, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
I  drew  in  my  cavalry  yesterday  to  rest  them.    I  followed  Brown's 
band  through  the  swamps  with  cavalry  and  infantry  as  long  as  practi- 
cable, but  so  far  have  not  succeeded  in  making  any  capture.     If  they 

have  taken their  stay  here  will  be  made  an  uncomfortable  one. 

To-day  one  company  is  sent  from  Miles'  plantation  upon  Bayou  La  Butte 
to  Grand  River,  from  thence  to  The  Park  to  Plaquemine,  and  return  by 
the  river  road  to  Bayou  Goula. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  SAYLES, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

Mokganza,  Fehruary  2,  1805. 
(Japt.  W.  H.  Clapp, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
1  have  information  from  a  trustworthy  source  that  the  rebels  are  pre- 
paring to  cross  the  Atchafalaya  in  considerable  force. 

DANL.  ULLMANN, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  Mississippi, 

Memphis,  Temi.,  February  2, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Washburn,  Commanding  District  of  Vickshurfj: 

General:  You  will  immediately  prepare  2,000  infantry  for  service 
in  the  field,  and  send  them  with  the  least  pos.sible  delay  to  New  Orleans, 
La.,  to  report  to  the  headquarters  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 
They  will  take  with  them  not  only  the  field  transportation  required  by 
existing  orders,  but  also  a  supply  train  for  a  march  of  twenty  days. 
You  will  please  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  order  and  report  upon 
its  execution  the  regiments  you  have  selected  and  the  date  of  their 
departure. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  N,  J.  T.  Dana: 

F.  W.  FOX, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  February  a,  1865. 
Maior-General  Pope,  Milwaukee: 

Colonel  Nichols  cannot  be  spared  from  the  War  Department.  Gen- 
eral Curtis  will  undoubtedly  wish  to  take  his  staff  witli  liim,  so  that 
yours  can  be  transferred  to  Saint  Louis. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Washington,  D.  C,  February  2,  1865. 
Major-General  Dodge,  Saint  Louis: 

The  Cavalry  Bureau  report  that  the  military  organization  at  the 
depot  at  Saint  Louis  of  the  employes  ought  to  be  dispensed  with  as 
being  now  unnecessary. 

II.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  State  of  Missouri,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

Saint  Jjouis,  Mo.,  February  2, 1865. 

Statement  of  the  number  of  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  that  have  heeit  in  active  service  dur- 
ing each  month  of  the  year  1804,  as  shown  hy  the  returns  of  district  commanders  received 
at  this  office. 


MoDth. 

IJi strict. 

Agfiro. 

First. 

Second. 

Third. 

Fourth. 

Fifth. 

Seventh. 

Eighth. 

)?ate. 

1,799 
1,774 
1,235 
870 
1,307 
1,  339 
1,774 
2,142 

898 
877 

2, 697 

2,  651 

Marrh    '                  

1,235 

272 

339 

930 

1.098 

1,  142 

1,  (i4(> 

1,650 
1,482 
1,660 

3,  925 

»J  nlj' 

395 
391 
387 
2,600 
2,406 
381 

5.  349 

4,093 

2,148 

4,151 

474 

900 
4,495 
3,231 

3,435 

7,810 
7,311 

2,329 
599 
541 

2,512 
245 
24B 

2,  036 
624 
438 

25,  939 

14,  S90 

1,608 

OfiQcial  [copy]  respectfully  furnished  for  the  information  of  Brig.  Gen. 
Thomas  Ewing,  jr.,  commanding  District  of  Saint  Louis. 

SAM  DEL  P.  SIMPSON, 

Adjutant-  General. 
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Volunteer  and  Missouri  State  Militia  troops  in  the  Department  of  the  Missouri  118G4'\. 
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U.  S.  Volunteers 

5,395 
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18,  a30 
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17,  933 

15, 025 

23, 180 

15,479  125,855 

Missouri      State 

Militia. 

Special  Ordees, 

No.  27. 


Heabquaeters  District  of  Eolla, 

Bolla,  Mo.,  February  2,  1865. 


4.  Gol.  E.  C.  Catherwood,  Thirteenth  Missouri  Veteran  Volunteer 
Cavalry,  is  hereby  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  post  of  Eolla,  Mo., 
and  will  rejoin  his  regiment  forthwith.  On  assuming  command  of  his 
regiment  Colonel  Catherwood  will  at  once  take  such  measures  as  may 
be  necessary  for  the  proper  protection  and  care  of  the  horses  of  his 
command. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Brown : 

J.  H.  STEGEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Eolla,  Mo.,  February  2,  1865. 
Col.  E.  C.  Catherwood, 

Commanding  Post  of  Holla,  Eolla,  Mo.  : 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  Special 
Orders,  No.  21,  current  series,  from  headquarters  Post  of  Eolla,  Mo.,  I 
proceeded  to  Little  Piney  Eiver  and  Beaver  Creek,  scouting  over  that 
section  of  country,  and  found  tlie  body  of  the  man  Sallee,  but  no  trace 
ot  those  who  murdered  him.  I  am  informed,  however,  that  one  John 
Brown,  a  noted  guerrilla,  was  one  of  the  murderers.  I  arrested  his 
wife  for  harboring  him.  I  arrested  Mrs.  Fore  for  harboring  guerrillas 
and  bushwhackers.  I  also  arrested  John  Lester,  Widows  Wright  and 
Coleman  for  the  same  reasons.  I  have  the  honor  to  report  further  that 
this  section  of  country  between  the  roads  to  Springfield  and  Houston 
is  infested  to  a  great  extent  with  bushwhackers  and  guerrillas  and  is 
in  my  opinion,  a  general  rendezvous  for  them  during  certain  mouths  in 
the  year.  My  men  were  only  partially  supplied  with  rations  for  the 
time  specified,  and  were  compelled  to  live  on  what  the  country  afforded 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

_,  -,.  E.  B.  KELLEY, 

iiecond  Lieutenant  Company  G,  Thirteenth  Missouri  Cavalry 
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Headquarteks  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  February  2,  18C5 — 1.30  p.  m. 
Gol.  John  Morrill, 

Sixty-fourth  Illinois,  Springfield: 

Arrest  all  those  men  who  are  charged  as  bushwhackers  and  deliver 
them  to  provost-marshal  at  this  place.  General  Cook  says  he  will  give 
yon  what  aid  you  need.    You  being  in  his  district,  act  under  his  advice. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  February  2,  1865 — 1.30  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  Cook, 

Springfield  : 
I  have  telegraphed  Colonel  Morrill  to  arrest  the  bushwhackers  whose 
names  he  has,  and  respectfully  request  that  you  give  him  such  aid  as 
necessary  to  carry  out  his  order.  They  are  all  preparing  to  commence 
their  work  of  murder  as  soon  as  leaves  come,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  take 
them  in  hand  and  break  them  up.  I  desire  to  avoid  any  conflict  with 
civil  authorities,  and  I  do  not  think  they  will  interfere  when  they  see 
the  duty  we  are  performing.  It  being  in  your  district,  it  is  best  for 
Colonel  Morrill  to  act  under  your  advice. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Sub-District  No.  2,  District  of  South  Kansas, 

Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  February  2,  1865. 
Maj.  H.  C.  Haas, 

Commanding  Troops  in  Allen,  Woodson, 

and  Greenwood  Counties,  Kans. : 

Major:  As  you  have  now  two  companies  under  your  command,  you 
will  be  enabled  to  scout  pretty  thoroughly  the  south  border  of  Kansas 
as  far  west  as  the  guide  meridian  east.  I  am  sending  also  a  part  of  a 
squadron  to  Emporia  that  will  co-operate  with  you  in  watching  this 
southern  border.  It  is  indispensable  to  the  safety  of  this  border  that 
cattle  stealing  from  the  Indian  Nation  should  be  stopped.  Neither  citi- 
zens of  Kansas  nor  soldiers  of  this  department  have  any  business  in 
the  Indian  country,  nor  will  they  be  permitted  under  any  pretense  to 
bring  cattle  or  stock  of  any  kind  from  that  region  into  or  through  this 
sub-district.  You  will  promptly  arrest  any  person  or  persons  going 
south  into  that  country,  as  they  can  have  no  business  except  that  of 
engaging  in  this  illegal  and  dangerous  traffic,  reporting  at  once  each 
arrest  and  the  facts  of  each  particular  case  to  tliese  headquarters.  You 
will  be  held  strictly  responsible  for  the  prevention  of  this  traffic  in 
Allen  and  Woodson  Counties,  and  in  connection  with  the  force  sta- 
tioned at  Emporia  for  its  prevention  also  in  Greenwood.  You  cannot 
be  too  active  or  energetic  in  this  matter,  as  there  is  great  reason  to 
ap])rehend  retaliatory  excursions  from  the  neighboring  Indians  unless 
these  outrages  upon  their  property  are  effectually  checked. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  W.  BLAIR, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  District  of  Colorado, 

Denver,  Colo.  Ter.,  February  2,  1865. 

Mai.  C.  S.  Charlot, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Bept.  of  Kansas,  Leavenworth,  Kans.: 
Major  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  submit  for  the  information  of  the  depart- 
ment commander  a  statement  of  facts  as  they  exist  in  my  district  at 
present.    I  forwarded  to  you  some  time  ago,  per  hands  of  Colonel  Ian - 
uatt,  a  history  of  affairs  in  this  Territory,  and  also  what  I  thought  should 
be  done  in  the  premises  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  this  people,  and  it 
possible  remove  the  evil.    1  have  learned  indirectly  that  Colonel  Tau- 
natt  delivered  the  documents,  but  I  have  had  no  such  acknowledg- 
ment or  even  heard  a  word  on  the  subject  from  department  headquar- 
ters.   The  Indians  are  bold  in  the  extreme.    They  have  burned  every 
ranch  between  Julesburg  and  Valley  Station,  and  nearly  all  the  prop- 
erty at  the  latter  place,  driven  oft'  all  the  stock,  both  public  and  private, 
and  destroyed  many'raiiclies  on  this  side  as  far  up  as  Junction.    They 
have  also  destroyed  about  two  miles  of  telegraph  and  carried  off  about 
one  mile  of  wire.    These  Indians  are  led  by  white  men,  and  have  com- 
plete control  of  all  the  country  outside  of  my  district,  so  that  I  am 
hemmed  in.    I  have  a  command  of  about  fifty  men  at  Valley  Station, 
who  are  fighting  every  day.    A  number  of  Indians  have  been  killed 
and  quite  a  number  of  soldiers  wounded.     To  morrow  a  large  mail  leaves 
(some  five  coaches),  as  also  about  fifty  citizen  teams.     I  furnish  an  escort 
of  thirty  mounted  men  (recruits  just  enlisted  for  the  Second  Colorado 
Cavalry)  as  far  as  Julesburg.    Many  citizens  go  along  armed  and  ready 
to  fight,  so  that  it  is  possible  all  may  get  safely  through,  as  there  are 
at  least  100  armed  men.     Captain  Anderson  has  been  to  Fort  Lyon  and 
made  the  consolidation  of  the  First  lleginient,  but,  owing  to  the  men  and 
companies  being  scattered  all  over  the  country,  it  takes  a  long  time  to 
complete  the  organization  so  as  to  know  where  each   man  belongs, 
and  while  this  is  [being]  done  it  is  almost  impossible  to  move  companies 
from  stations. 

The  weather  has  been  very  severe  here  for  nearly  three  weeks.  Ther- 
mometer 30°  below  zero,  with  quite  a  fall  of  snow  on  the  ground.  I 
have  tried  every  means  in  my  power  to  raise  volunteers  for  three 
months  State  service,  but  as  yet  have  not  succeeded,  owing  to  the  fac- 
tional spirit  existing  in  the  community.  The  legislature  took  the 
matter  in  hand,  at  my  suggestion,  appropriating  so  much  money,  Terri- 
torial bonds,  to  give  the  men  a  bounty  and  purchase  horses  to  mount 
tbem  on,  as  I  have  none;  but  the  members  cannot  agree  on  the  spoil 
likely,  in  their  estimation,  to  accrue  from  such  a  proceeding,  so  the  bill 
has  not  yet  jjassed.  I  addressed  the  speaker  of  the  house  yesterday, 
informing  him  that  unless  something  was  done  within  forty-eight  hours 
I  would  be  compelled,  much  against  my  will,  to  proclaim  martial  law 
and  stop  all  business,  forcing  every  man  to  enter  the  ranks  and  open 
the  line  of  communication.  I  have  now  a  city  organization  of  about 
1,000  men  organized  into  companies,  so  that  in  case  ot  an  attack  here 
I  would  have  something  tangible  to  lay  hold  of  and  make  a  fight.  I 
have  had  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  this  matter,  as  there  is  no  concert 
of  action,  every  man  suspecting  his  fellow  of  some  chicanery.  Fort 
Lyon  is  being  rapidly  fortified,  so  that  200  men  can  defend  it  against 
2,000  Indians.  Militia  companies  are  being  organized  all  over  the  set- 
tled parts  of  the  country  (under  penalty  of  being  pressed  into  service) 
to  defend  the  frontier  settlements  southward,  and  could  I  but  get  a  regi- 
ment here  now  I  could  keep  things  in  a  running  trim  until  the  arrival  of 
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sufficient  force  to  make  a  campaign.  The  Indians  are  now  determined 
to  make  it  a  war  of  extermination,  and  nothing:  short  of  5,000  -men  can 
make  it  extermination  for  them.  Major  Wynkoop  informed  me  from 
Fort  Lyon  that  many  warriors  were  on  the  headwaters  of  the  Smoky 
Hill  and  intended  attacking  all  the  settlements,  as  well  as  Denver. 
Provisions,  owing  to  the  transportation  line  beins?  cut  oft',  are  at  an  exor- 
bitant price,  as  well  as  labor  and  forage.  Cannot  troops  be  sent  out 
here  immediately,  or  authority  to  raise  companies,  which  could  be  easily 
done,  for  one  year?  The  Santa  F6  line  has  threatened  to  stop  running 
on  account  of  the  Indians.  Should  such  be  the  case  then  all  is  cut  oft'. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

THOS.  MOONLIGHT, 
Colonel  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  Commanding. 


OiTY  Point.  Ya.,  February  3,  1865 — 9  p.  m. 

(Kcceived  10.40  p.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

In  view  of  elections  to  be  held  in  Tennessee,  and  important  legisla- 
tion that  is  expected  in  that  State,  I  would  submit  whether  it  is  not 
better  that  the  whole  State  should  be  under  one  commander.  If  you 
approve  this  1  would  suggest  that  West  Kentucky  and  West  Tennes- 
see be  added  to  Thomas'  command,  and  that  General  Washburn  be 
returned  to  the  command  of  the  latter.  While  General  Dana  might  do 
well  in  the  field,  I  do  not  think  him  the  most  suitable  man  for  the  com- 
mand of  a  department.  General  Washburn  has  been  ordered  to  report 
to  General  Ord,  but  as  that  order  probably  only  went  out  to-day, 
it  can  be  changed  if  you  approve.  If  General  Banks  is  not  to  go  back 
to  the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  I  would  suggest  some  other  officer  than 
General  Hurlbut  for  the  command  of  that  department.  If  the  change 
in  Thomas'  command  is  made  it  would  be  well  to  add  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi to  the  Department  of  the  Gulf. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

(Copy  to  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Chief  of  Staff.) 


Hdqbs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  February  3,  1865, 

Capt.  J.  P.  Foster, 

Comdg.  3d  and  dth  Districts,  Mississippi  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Steamer  Lafayette,  off  Mouth  of  Red  River: 
Sir:  Steam-boats  owned  by  persons  within  the  rebel  lines  bringing 
products  of  insurrectionary  districts  from  the  Red  River  country  to  the 
purchasing  agent  in  New  Orleans  will  be  permitted  to  continue  the 
voyage  to  this  city,  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  their  cargoes.  If 
practicable  they  should  be  convoyed  down,  or  a  small  guard  put  on 
board  to  see  that  they  hold  no  communication  with  the  shore.  If  you 
cannot  spare  a  force  for  this  purpose  i)lease  send  them  to  Morganza, 
and  the  commander  there  will  be  instructed  to  relieve  your  guard  and 
send  them  down  with  a  guard  from  his  command.    These  vessels  should 
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not  be  allowed  to  land  at  any  other  point  until  they  reach  New  Orleans, 
and  the  crews  should  be  allowed  to  hold  no  communication  with  the 
shore.     A  copy  of  this  letter  will  be  sent  to  Admiral  Lee. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  K.  S.  OANBY, 
Major-  Genera  I,  Com  m  anding. 

(Same  to  Mr.  Cutler  and  General  Hurlbut,  with  request  to  instruct 
the  commanding  officer  at  Morganza.) 


Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Office  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  February  3,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  West  3fississippi : 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  information  received  at  this  office  this  3d  day  of 
February,  18G5:  A  report  from  Lieut.  L.  E.  Granger,  Morganza,  La., 
January  31, 1865,  states  that  the  following  information  has  been  gleaned 
from  a  deserter  who  arrived  at  the  Federal  lines  January  28,  1865, 
having  left  Alexandria  the  25tli  instant:  General  Thomas  commands 
the  post  of  Alexandria,  at  which  place  are  stationed  two  brigades,  all 
Louisiana  troops,  numbering  about  5,000  men.  There  are  no  Texans 
east  of  Alexandria.  Two  brigades  of  cavalry  are  at  Simsport  after  for- 
age; a  few  are  around  Big  Cane  and  Bayou  Eouge.  Louisiaua  troops 
are  discouraged  and  are  deserting  daily,  some  going  to  Mexico,  some 
to  the  Federal  Hues.  They  have  not  beeu  paid  for  more  than  a  year. 
The  road  from  Simsport  to  Morganza  is  in  excellent  condition,  but 
from  Simsport  to  Alexandria  the  road  is  in  very  bad  condition.  Dur- 
ing the  last  rise  in  the  Eed  Eiver  it  was  feared  that  General  Canby 
would  make  a  movement  in  that  direction,  and  a  battery  was  stationed  fif- 
teen miles  below  Alexandria  for  some  time.  In  December,  1864,  inform- 
ant saw  about  3,000  negroes  at  work  on  fortifications  at  Shreveport. 
Walker's  division  was  encamped  at  Shreveport,  but  was  to  move  in  a 
few  days  to  Natchitoches.  The  First  Brigade  of  Polignac's  division, 
commanded  by  General  King,  is  encamped  fourteen  miles  above  Cam- 
den, at  Grapp's  Bluff,  and  are  throwing  up  fortifications  at  that  place. 
Major-General  Bagby,  commanding  all  the  cavalry  in  Buckner's  dis- 
trict, has  his  headquarters  at  Mr.  Williams'  plantation,  four  miles  in 
the  rear  of  Alexandria.  Informant  heard  nothing  about  any  move- 
ments of  troops ;  thinks  they  are  not  in  condition  to  move.  General 
Buckner  has  brigade  drills  from  8  a.  m.  until  4  p.  m.  every  day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MYEON  ADAMS,  Jr., 
Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer,  TJ.  S.  Army. 

(In  absence  of  Captain  Eaton.) 


Special  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Department  op  the  Gulf, 

No.  33.  S  New  Orleans,  February  3,  1865. 

•  *"**## 

3.  Company  M,  Fourteenth  New  York  Cavalry,  is  hereby  relieved 
from  duty  at  Barrancas,  Pla.,  and  will  be  reported  to  the  commanding 
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officer  of  the  regiment  at  Baton  Eouge,  La.,  without  delay.    The  quar- 
termaster's department  will  furuish  the  necessary  transportation, 

*  *     ■  #  #  *  «  « 

By  command  of  Major-Geueral  Hurlbut : 

J.  C.  STONLl, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military,  Division  op  West  Mississippi, 

Ifew  Orleans,  La.,  February  3,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  Steele, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Forces,  Kenner,  La.  : 
Sir  :  The  complete  reorganization  of  the  forces  under  your  command 
will  be  announced  in  a  few  days.  In  the  meantime  I  am  directed  to 
state  that  the  following  will  be  the  organization  of  the  First  and  Sec- 
ond Brigades  of  the  First  Division,  viz :  First  Brigade,  Brig.  Gen. 
M.  K.  Lawler  commanding — Forty-seventh  Indiana,  Twenty-first  Iowa, 
Twenty-ninth  Wisconsin,  and  Mnety-ninth  Illinois.  Second  Brigade, 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  S.  Dennis  commanding — Eighth,  Eleventh,  and  Forty- 
sixth  Illinois.  These  troops  will  immediately  be  prepared  for  embarka- 
tion to  Mobile  Point,  Ala.,  one  brigade  to  go  by  sea,  the  other  via  Lake- 
port  and  Lake  Pontchartrain. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  T.  CHEISTEIJSElSr, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  op  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  February  3,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  Steele, 

Kenner,  La.  : 
The  ocean  steamer  which  is  to  take  one  of  your  brigades  to  Fort 
Morgan  has  capacity  for  some  700  more  troops,  and  the  commanding 
general  directs  that  the  Twenty-third  Iowa  and  the  Seventy-sixth 
Illinois,  which  are  to  be  assigned  to  brigades  now  at  Mobile,  be  for- 
warded by  the  same  opportunity.  As  a  rule,  every  foot  of  transporta- 
tion must  be  made  available.  The  Third  Brigade  under  the  new  organ- 
ization will  consist  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Illinois,  Thirtieth  Missouri, 
One  hundred  and  sixty-first  New  York,  and  Twenty- third  Wisconsin; 
the  latter  not  yet  arrived  from  Arkansas.  The  first  three  regiments 
number  about  1,600,  and  Colonel  Sawtelle  thinks  he  can  have  sea-going 
transportation  ready  for  them  by  Sunday  or  Monday.  Be  pleased  to 
hold  them  in  readiness  to  embark  the  moment  the  steamers  are  ready. 
By  order : 

C.  T.  CHEISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  1st  Brig.,  Eeserve  Corps, 

C  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

No.  3.  )  Kenner,  La.,  February  3, 1865. 

The  following  has  been  officially  announced  as  the  oi-ganization  of  the 
First  Brigade,  First  Division:  First  Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  M.  K.  Lawler 
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commanding— Forty  seventh  Indiana,  Twenty-first  Iowa,  Twenty-ninth 
Wisconsin,  Ninety-ninth  Illinois.    These  regiments  will  be  immediately 
prepared  for  embarkation. 
Bv  command  of  Brigadier-General  Lawler: 
"^  B.  WILSON, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Kenner,  La.,  February  3, 1865. 

Col.  Samuel  L.  Glasgow, 

Commanding  Twenty-third  Iowa  Volunteers: 
(Through  Col.'  Charles  Black,  commanding  Fourth  Brigade.) 
Colonel:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  you 
will  hold  your  command  in  readiness  to  embark  at  a  moment's  notice 
for  Mobile  Point,  Ala.  Your  regiment  is  to  be  assigned  to  a  brigade 
now  serving  there.  You  will  embark  on  the  same  steamers  that  carry 
the  First  Brigade,  and  you  will  be  subject  to  (General  Lawler's  orders 
until  you  receive  notice  of  your  permanent  assignment. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  F.  LACEY, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

Neio  Orleans,  February  3,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  A.  Cameron, 

Commanding  La  Fourche  District: 
I  am  directed  by  Brigadier- General  Sherman  to  furnish  you  with  a 
copy  of  his  indorsement  on  your  communication  of  February  1,  for- 
warding reports  received  from  commanding  officer  Plaquemine  of  cav- 
alry reconnaissance  made  from  that  post : 

Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

February  3,  1865. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  department  headquarters. 

Captain  Rice's  report  certainlj'  shows  that  he  made  considerable  eflort  to  cut  off 
the  enemyafter  he  arrived  at  Grand  River  on  the  27th.  The  operations  of  the  major 
part  of  his  company,  which  was  on  Grand  River  on  the  26th,  are  not  stated  iu  the 
report.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know  their  positions  and  how  the  lifteon  men  of 
the  enemy,  with  twenty  of  our  cavalry  prisoners  (horses  and  all,  it  is  supposed,  for 
they  were  captured  with  the  prisoners)  escaped  into  the  Gr^ssetete  country  on  the 
26th  without  being  heard  of  at  the  time.  It  certainly  does  not  infer  much  loyalty 
on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  about  there  to  allow  such  an  operation  without  giv- 
ing information  to  the  Union  troops.  If  these  inhabitants  still  continue  to  allow 
the  enemy  to  pass  and  repass  this  gate  to  the  Grossetete  without  giving  information, 
I  recommend  that  hereafter  they  be  required  to  do  without  any  plantation  supplies 
from  New  Orleans. 

T.  W.  SHERMAN. 

I  am,  sii",  respectfully, 

FEEDERIC  SPEED, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General., 
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Thibodeaux,  February  3,  1865. 

_     ^  _,  „  (Received  8.26  p.  m.) 

Capt.  F.  Speed  :      .  ^       / 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  the  following  telegram  from  Colonel  Harris, 
at  Brasheav  City : 

^,     ,   „   „   „  Brashear  City,  February  S,  1865. 

Capt.  B.  B.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
Sir:  I  sent  up  the  flag  of  truce  this  a.  m.  with  those  letters.     They  got  up  as  far 
as  Mrs.  Rentrop's,  and  delivered  them  to  Llent.  B.  Onney,  of  the  Second  Louisiana 
Cavalry.     They  found  that  the  bridges  had  been  rebuilt    and    roads    repaired 
generally. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

C.  L.  HARRIS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Fast. 

R.  A.  CAMERON, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers, 


Bayou  Go^a,  La.,  February  3,  1865. 

r  (Received  7.45  p.  m.) 

Capt.  Frederic  Speed,  / 

A  ssistant  A  djutant-  General  : 
I  have  not  yet  heard  from  the  scouting  party  sent  out  yesterday. 
Captured  a  rebel  soldier  last  night  who  was  attempting  to  evade  our 
pickets.  Was  dressed  in  Confederate  uniform  and  found  with  a  Rem- 
ington revolver.  He  said  he  belonged  to  the  Second  Louisiana  Cavalry. 
I  think  that  he  belonged  to  some  of  the  roving  bands  that  have  been 
in  the  neighborhood.  We  have  plenty  of  forage. 
Very  respectfully, 

WILLARD  SATLES, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Detachment  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry. 


Special  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Department  of  Arkansas, 

No.  31.  )  Little  Rock,  Arlc,  February  3, 1865. 

3.  The  following  assignments  of  artillery  in  the  Seventh  Army  Corps 
are  announced,  viz :  To  the  First  Division :  Third  Iowa  Battery,  Fifth 
Ohio  Battery,  FirstlndianaHeavy  Artillery,  Battery  A;  First  Missouri 
Artillery,  Battery  K;  Second  Missouri  Artillery,  Battery  E;  Third 
Hlinois  Artillery,  Battery  A.  Second  Division:  First  Delaware  Bat- 
tery. Third  Division :  Second  Kansas  Battery,  First  Arkansas  Battery. 
Cavalry  Division :  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Battery. 

4.  The  Ninth  Regiment  Iowa  Cavalry  Volunteers,  on  duty  at  Browns- 
ville Station,  is  hereby  attached  to  the  Cavalry  Brigade  of  post  of 
Little  Rock,  Brig.  Gen.  C.  Bussey  commanding,  and  will  make  returns 
accordingly. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds: 

JOHN  LEVERING, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headqxiaeters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Mouth  of  the  White  River,  Ark.,  February  3,  1865. 

Maj.  John  Levering, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  Arkansas: 
MA.TOR:  The  Resolute  arrived  last  night  with  two  barges  in  tow  from 
Little  Eock  all  right.  She  was  fired  upon  at  four  different  points.  No 
damage  done.  The  officer  in  charge  reports  that  the  largest  party  of 
rebels  he  saw  would  not  number  over  twelve  or  fifteen.  After  relieving 
all  permanent  details  of  Ninety-sixth  Ohio  with  dismounted  men  of 
First  Indiana  Cavalry,  and  cutting  those  details  down  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, we  have  twenty-three  dismounted  men  left,  upon  which  we  will 
have  to  depend  for  provost  guard,  which  is  absolutely  necessary,  and 
as  guards  for  boats  going  up  the  Arkansas  Eiver.  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  safe  to  send  boats  up  the  Arkansas  without  a  guard  of  at  least 
twenty-five  men.  Two  boats  are  now  expected  from  Memphis  for  Little 
Rock.  I  will  furnish  the  largest  guard  possible  for  them.  Of  the 
mounted  men  I  have  here  it  is  necessary  to  keep  them  on  duty  as  an 
island  patrol,  as  a  party  of  four  jayhawkers  came  on  the  island  a  few 
nights  since  and  robbed  two  citizens  of  clothing,  money,  &c.  As  there 
are  a  large  number  of  dismounted  cavalry  in  the  department  I  hope  you 
will  excuse  me  for  suggesting  that  about  100  of  them  be  sent  here  to  be 
used  as  guards  on  Arkansas  Eiver  boats.  With  their  carbines  and 
pistols  they  would  be  as  efi'ective  as  infantry.  The  Ninety-sixth  Ohio 
are  ready  to  go  as  soon  as  transportation  can  be  obtained  for  them. 
The  only  New  Orleans  boat  that  has  passed  down  since  the  order  in 
regard  to  Ninety-sixth  was  received  was  crowded  with  troops  and  horses. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  F.  McGINNIS, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Arkansas, 

Little  BocTi,  February  3,  1805. 
Brigadier-General  Clayton, 

Pine  Bluff,  Arlc: 
The  Seventh  Missouri  is  directed  to  report  to  Brigadier-General  West 
at  this  place.    They  can  be  sent  on  steam-boats  as  you  suggest. 
By  command  of  Maior-General  Eeynolds: 

JOHN  LEVEEING, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Washington,  B.  C,  February  3,  1865— 12.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  Dana,  Memphis : 

General  Washburn  will  be  relieved  from  duty  in  your  department 
and  ordered  to  report  to  Major-General  Ord,  on  the  James  River   Va 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staf. 


Headquarters  District  op  Vicksburg 

Col.  C.  T.  CHRISTENSEN,  '  "'''"'■^'  '''"•'  ^^^''''''^^  ^'  ''''■ 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi: 
Colonel:  From  deserters,  refugees,  and  others  I  learn  that  Hood's 
army  is  very  nearly  broken  up.    It  is  scattered  all  the  way  from  Tupelo 
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to  Meridian,  and  large  numbers  have  been  furloughed  and  allowed  to 
go  home.  The  country  is  full  of  such,  and  it  is  not  supposed  that  they 
will  be  m  any  hurry  to  rejohi  their  command.  Forrest  is  at  Okolona, 
but  his  command  has  mostly  left  him.  That  part  of  it  that  was  from 
West  Tennessee  is  nearly  all  at  home.  I  inclose  a  couple  of  late  rebel 
papers. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  O.  WASHBURN, 

Major-  General. 

[Indosure— From  the  Canton  Citizen  (Extra),  Canton,  Miss.] 
LATEST  BY  TELEGRAPH. 

Charleston,  January  27,  I860. — A  Yankee  gun-boat  got  aground  in 
Camboko  [Combahee]  yesterday.  Our  batteries  opened  on  her  and 
set  her  on  lire.  She  burned  to  the  water's  edge.  All  of  the  crew 
excepting  live  men  escaped.  The  prisoners  who  came  to  the  city  to-day 
report  a  monitor  sunk  oft'  Sullivan's  Island  recently  by  a  torpedo  and 
lost  nearly  all  on  board.  Only  five  out  of  a  crew  of  300  escaped;  all 
the  rest  were  drowned.    Nothing  important  from  below. 

Richmond,  57f/i.— The  BaltiTnore  American,  evening  edition,  of  23d, 
contains  very  little  of  importaTice.  Gold  on  the  21st,  in  New  York, 
2003.  Grant  was  in  Washington  on  Saturday.  A  letter  received  in 
Philadelphia  says  Blair  had  full  authority  fi?om  Lincoln  to  give  safe- 
conduct  to  Washington  for  peace  commissioners  from  Davis.  The 
National  Intelligencer  announces  Blair's  first  visit  to  Eichmond,  and 
says:  "We  have  good  reasons,  not  to  say  authority,  for  stating  that 
Blair  goes  to  liichmond  upon  no  hollow,  hopeless  mission,  but  upon  one 
of  substance,  giving  good  hope  to  patriotic  men  that  the  present  civil 
war  be  speedily  brought  to  a  close  by  negotiation."  The  Herald  says 
Seward  has  the  most  friendly  relations  with  the  manager  of  the  Intel- 
ligencer. 

Richmond,  27th. — The  Forty-third  Virginia  Eegiment  unanimously 
adopted  resolutions  declaring  their  purpose  to  fight  for  liberty  and 
self-government  as  long  as  the  Southern  Confederacy  can  furnish  car- 
tridges; and  to  every  despisable  offer  of  peace  and  submission  made 
by  the  enemy  will  reply  Avith  crack  of  rifles  and  shouts  of  defiance. 
The  last  resolution  reads :  "These  are  our  sentiments,  and  we  call  upon 
the  people  at  home  and  the  authorities  to  supi)ort  and  rally  around  us, 
and  with  God's  blessing  we  will  bear  the  Southern  cross  through  fire 
and  blood  until  each  star  ujion  it  shall  glow  and  shine  forever  in  the 
firmanent  of  nations." 

Eichmond,  27th. — The  most  important  business  in  the  House  to-day 
was  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill  to  provide  for  the  employment  of 
free  negroes  and  slaves  on  fortifications,  &c.  Kamsey  moved  a  pro- 
viso that  said  slaves  shall  not  be  armed  or  used  as  soldiers.  Miles 
sui»j)orted  the  amendment.  He  was  utterly  oj^posed  to  arming  our 
slaA'es.  In  the  midst  of  his  remarks  the  House  sustained  a  motion  to 
transfer  the  bill  to  secret  session,  and  then  lesolved  into  secret  session. 
The  Senate  concurred  in  House  joint  resolution  of  thanks  to  General 
AVilliams,  and  passed  with  amendment  House  bill  to  increase  the 
efficiency  of  the  cavalry;  also  passed  another  bill  to  increase  the  num- 
ber of  acting  midshipmen,  with  provisions  which  are  intended  to 
obviate  the  objection  of  the  President  to  the  bill  recently  vetoed. 
Wigfall  introduced  resolutions  directing  [sic]  all  laws  authorizing 
imjiressment  of  property  for  use  of  the  Army,  except  by  military  officers 
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in  case  of  absolute  necessity,  which,  after  long  debate,  was  adopted. 
Twenty-five  surgeons  and  assistant  surgeons  captured  at  Franklin  and 
vicinity  arrived  last  night  from  Varina.  Seddon  continues  to  act  as 
Secretary  of  War.  The  position  was  certainly  tendered  to  General 
Breckinridge.  No  reliable  developments  in  relation  to  Blair's  mission, 
though  it  is  generally  supposed  he  proposed  reunion  on  such  terms  as 
Confederate  authorities  might  submit. 

Richmond,  28th. — Vice-President  Stephens,  Senator  Hunter,  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  Judge  Campbell,  have  been  api)oiuted  commissioners  to  pro- 
ceed to  Washington  to  confer  with  the  authorities  of  the  United  States 
Government  on  the  question  of  peace.    They  will  leave  to-morrow. 

Verona;  January  26. — Major-General  Forrest's  scouts  report  great 
excitement  in  Memphis  on  account  of  recognition  rumors.  The  English 
premier  has  notified  Lincoln  that  he  would  be  recognized  after  the  4th 
of  March  as  President  only  of  the  States  that  voted  for  him.  The 
English  Government  has  ordered  the  seizure  of  all  American  vessels 
at  Nassau.    These  are  the  reports  in  Memphis. 


Hdqes.  Second  Brigade,  U.  S.  Colored  Troops, 

Post  and  Defenses  of  Memphis, 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  February  3,  1865 — 11.30  a.  m. 
Capt.  E.  G.  Curtis, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  District  of  West  Tennessee : 
Sir  :  I  have  just  heard  from  the  wood  yard  direct.    A  small  squad  of 
rebels  attacked  the  wood  train,  but  were  repulsed.    We  captured  one 
horse.    No  one  hurt,  and  train  safe.    Also  all  quiet  on  the  picket-line. 
1  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  A.  KENDRICK, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

General  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Dist.  op  West  Tennessee, 

1^0-  8.  I  Memphis,  Tenn.,  February  3, 1865. 

I.  Having  been  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  District  of  West 
Tennessee  by  Special  Orders,  No.  55.  current  series,  headquarters 
Department  of  Mississippi,  I  assume  it  from  this  date. 

II.  All  existing  orders  will  remain  in  full  force,  and  in  addition  to 
the  oflQcers  heretofore  announced  as  staff'  officers  at  these  headquarters 
are  the  following:  Capt.  B.  K.  Roberts,  assistant  adjutant-general: 
First  Lieut.  H.  C.  Seymour,  aide-decamp;  Second  Lieut.  H.  Arden, 
aide-de-camp.    They  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

B.  S.  ROBERTS, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  )       Hdqes.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Missouri, 

^o- 1-  )  ^aint  Louis,  Mo.,  February  3, 1865. 

In  compliance  with  orders  from  the  War  Department,  dated  January 

30,  1865,  the  undersigned  assumes  command  of  the  Military  Division  of 

the  Missouri,  embracing  the  Departments  of  the  Missouri,  of  Kansas 

and  of  the  Northwest,  headquarters  Saint  Louis,  Mo.  ' 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major-General. 
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HEADQTJAR.TEES  DEPARTMENT   OF   THE  MlSSOTJEI, 

Saint  Louis,  February  3, 1865 — 2  p.  m. 
Lieut.  W.  T.  Clarke, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral : 
If  Company  I,  Forty-ninth  Missouri,  can  possibly  be  replaced  by 
other  troops,  Lave  the  company  dismounted  and  ordered  to  the  regi- 
ment. Men  owning  their  own  horses  will  be  permitted  to  send  them 
home.  Public  animals  will  be  turned  over  to  the  quartermaster's 
department.  Answer. 
By  order  of  General  Dodge: 

J.  W.  BAENBS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Maoon,  Mo.,  February  3,  1865 — 5  p.  m. 
Maj.  J.  W.  Barnes, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  Oeneral : 
I  can  supply  tins  place  of  Comj)any  I,  at  Brunswick,  by  the  division 
of  Kutzner's  little  force  at  Glasgow,  and  have  already  directed  Captain 
Beuecke  to  move  to  Mexico  to  await  further  orders.  Their  numerical 
force  can  better  be  replaced  than  the  loss  of  their  repeating  rifles  .and 
their  intimate  knowledge  of  the  country.  Will  have  them  dismounted 
upon  arrival  at  Mexico  and  forwarded  at  once. 

W.  T.  CLAEKE, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Kansas, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  February  3, 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  Indians  have  again  surroun<led  Julesburg  Station,  on  Overland 
route.  The  garrison  is  about  fifty  strong,  with  two  mountain  howitzers. 
Troops  are  making  forced  marches  to  their  relief. 

S.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major- Oeneral. 


Omaha,  February  3,  1865 
Major-General  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  Kansas,  Fort  Leavemoorth  : 

Colonel  Livingston  reports  the  burning  of  the  stage  station  at  Jules- 
burg, Captain  O'Brien's  company  with  two  mountain  howitzers  were 
driven  into  their  works.  Says  no  one  company  at  a  post  can  do  more 
than  hold  garrison.  With  such  large  numbers  of  Indians  our  force 
cannot  give  protection  to  coaches  and  travelers  on  the  route  in  any 
other  way  than  to  abandon  all  garrisons  and  unite  the  forces  and  estab- 
lish a  regular  system  of  escorting  large  trains  through  to  the  moun- 
tains. Our  supply  posts  must  be  kept  up.  If  we  adopt  this  course  the 
country  will  be  kept  a  barren  waste.  On  the  other  hand,  if  I  can  be 
supplied  with  2,000  additional  men  and  supplies,  in  thirty  days  I  will 
be  able  to  put  an  end  to  all  these  Indian  outrages  in  this  district.  At 
the  lowest  estimate  there  was  at  Julesburg  yesterday  1,500  Indians. 
There  was  at  the  same  time  a  large  force  threatening  Alkali,  fifty  miles 
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this  side  of  Julesburg,  thereby  preventing  one  post  from  supporting 
the  other.  Colonel  Livingston  is  between  the  two  places  with  all  the 
spare  men  we  have  in  his  sub-district,  and  will  do  the  very  best  that 
can  be  done.    Will  you  please  advise  me  what  course  to  pursue. 

EOliT.  B.  MITCHELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Omaha,  February  3,  1805. 

Col.  R.  E.  LiVINfiSTON, 

Alkali: 
You  have  all  the  troops  at  my  disposal  in  your  sub-district.  How 
you  expect  me  to  furnish  you  more  1  am  unaware.  I  have  ordered  two 
companies  to  rejjort  at  Julesburg  from  Laramie  forthwith.  They  can 
do  you  no  good  in  your  present  troubles.  Patrol  the  road,  keep  the 
Indians,  if  possible,  from  interfering  with  coaches,  trains,  and  tele- 
graph, but  undertake  to  make  no  expedition.  General  Curtis  directs 
that  we  supply  the  post  at  Valley  Station  with  troops  and  supplies. 
You  will  establish  a 'post  at  that  point  as  soon  as  practicable.  As  soon 
as  Comi)any  C,  First  Nebraska,  arrives  I  will  start  Captain  Krummeto 
report  to  you  with  his  company.  The  company  of  Pawnees  will  start 
from  Columbus  to  Kearny  to-day.  I  see  sundry  dispatches  published 
in  different  papers  purj^orting  to  be  from  you  in  relation  to  your  cam- 
paign, &c.  All  communications  and  information  must  be  sent  through 
district  headquarters  and  save  you  and  myself  trouble  in  the  future. 

EOBT.  B.  MITCHELL, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Northwest, 

Mihvauhee,  Wis.,  February  3,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Sully, 

Commanding  District  of  Iowa,  Dubuque,  Iowa : 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copy  of  instructions  of  the 
major-general  commanding  to  Brigadier-General  Sibley,  commanding 
District  of  Minnesota,  relative  to  establishment  of  a  line  of  military 
posts  on  the  Minnesota  frontier.*  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general 
commanding  to  furnish  this  copy  for  your  information,  and  to  instruct 
you  that  he  wishes  you  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  the  establish- 
ment in  the  spring  of  a  chain  of  posts  within  your  military  district,  to 
complete  the  line  in  Minnesota,  stretching  from  Lake  Shetek  or  from 
Spirit  Lake  to  such  points  on  the  Missouri  Eiver  as  you  may  think 
advisable. 

I  am,  general,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  MELINE, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  February  4, 1865 — 1.50  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

City  Point: 
Order  to  General  Washburn  has  been   countermanded.     I  concur 
with  you  in  regard  to  General  Dana,  but  it  would  be  still  worse  to  add 
the  posts  on  the  Mississippi  to  General  Banks'  command.     The  latter 

*  See  1).  718. 
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is  still  under  orders  to  return  to  his  department,  but  I  believe  is  now 
in  Washington.  It  seems  necessary  that  the  troops  on  both  sides  of 
the  river  as  high  as  Memphis  should  be  under  the  same  commander,  as 
they  must  be  used  to  prevent  Kirby  Smith  from  uniting  with  Hood, 
and  therefore  must  operate  sometimes  on  one  bank  and  sometimes  on 
the  other.  I  have  just  received  a  communication  from  General  Oanby 
on  this  subject,  and  I  will  telegraph  to  tJeueral  Thomas  for  his  views. 
Probably  the  matter  had  better  be  left  as  it  is  until  we  hear  from 
Thomas. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  kiaff. 


[Febextary  4,  1865. — For  Halleck  to  Thomas,  2.15  p.  m.,  in  reference 
to  the  transfer  of  the  District  of  West  Tennessee  to  the  Department  of 
the  Cumberland,  see  Vol.  XLIX,  Part  I.] 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  4,  1865 — 5  jj.  m. 

(Received  7.30  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
If  General  Washburn  is  not  i)laced  in  command  of  West  Tennessee 
I  want  him  to  come  on  to  take  command  at  Norfolk.  He  is  one  of  the 
best  administrative  officers  we  have,  and  will  effectually  stop  supplies 
being  sent  through  our  lines  to  the  enemy  wherever  he  is.  We  want 
such  a  man  at  each  of  the  above  places. 

U.  S.  GliANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Kennerville,  February  4,  1865. 

(Received  11.15  a.  m.) 
Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 
The  Thirty-fifth  Wisconsin  has  not  yet  reported  here.  The  princi]ial 
part  of  the  Second  Brigade  is  loaded  on  the  cars  and  about  to  start  for 
the  Shell  road.  The  teams  started  at  daybreak  this  niorniiig.  The 
mud  is  so  deep  that  we  can  scarcely  move  here.  I  will  ascertain  if  any- 
thing has  been  heard  of  the  Thirty-fifth  Wisconsin. 

^  F.  STEELE, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  February  4,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  Steele, 

Kenner,  La. : 
General  Reynolds  has  been  ordered  to  relieve  all  troops  belonging  to 
the  Reserve  Corps  still  retained  in  Arkansas.    General  Lawler  was 
granted  twenty  days'  leave,  by  paragraph  5  of  special  orders  of  yes- 

^®''^*^'  C.  T.  CHRISTENSEN, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

47  E  R— VOL  XLVIII,  PT  I 
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General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  1st  Brig.,  Eeserve  Corps, 

[.  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

jsTo.  4.  )  Kenner,  La.,  February  4, 1865. 

The  brigadier-general  commanding  Laving  received  a  leave  of  absence, 
tlie  command  of  the  brigade,  by  direction  of  Major-General  Steele,  is 
devolved  u])on  the  senior  officer,  Lieut.  Col.  Jobu  A.  McLaughlin,  Forty- 
seventh  Indiana  Volunteers. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Lawler: 

B.  WILSON, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  1st  Brig.,  Eeserve  Corps, 

'>  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

No.  18.  )  Kenner,  La.,  February  4, 1865. 

#  #  *  *  *        .       *  * 

in.  The  troops  of  this  command  will  commence  to  embark  at  3  o'clock 
to-morrow  morning  promptly,  and  are  assigned  as  follows,  viz:  Brigade 
headquarters,  Forty-seventh  Indiana  Volunteers,  and  Twenty- first  Iowa 
Volunteers,  on  the  George  Peabody;  Ninety-ninth  Illinois  Volunteers, 
Twenty-ninth  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  and  ambulance  corps,  on  the 
Belvidere. 

By  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  A.  McLaughlin : 

B.  WILSON, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Eeserve  Corps, 

Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Kenner,  Im.,  February  4,  1865. 

Capt.  John  F.  Lacey, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  U.  S.  Forces  : 
Captain:  In  consequence  of  the  dense  fog  and  the  heavy  draft  of 
the  vessels,  I  regret  to  report  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  embarking  the  troops  as  early  to-morrow  morning  as  we  sup- 
])osed.  The  captain  of  the  Peabody  says  that  he  must  have  daylight 
in  which  to  work,  and  will  hardly  be  ready  for  the  troops  to  embark 
before  8  a.  m.  He  also  reports  that  his  bold  is  full  of  commissary 
stores,  and  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  take  any  wagons,  and  if  we 
put  our  stock  aboard  he  cannot  carry  all  the  men  assigned  him. 
Whether  these  troubles  are  imaginary  aud  will  vanish  before  an  ener- 
getic, effort,  I  cannot  say.  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  communicate  them, 
assuring  you  at  the  same  time  that  no  effort  will  be  spared  on  my  part 
to  complete  the  embarkation  and  get  away  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  A.  Mclaughlin, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Forty-seventh  Indiana  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Chap.  LX.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION.  739 

Heabquaeters  La  Fourche  District, 

Thibodeaux,  La.,  February  4,  1865. 

(Received  12  ni.) 
Capt.  Frederic  Speed, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Defenses  of  New  Orleans  : 
Colouel  Harris,  conimaiiding  at  Brashear  City,  last  night  telegraphed 
iiit^  that  our  flag  of  truce  having  gone  up  to  Mrs.  lientrop's  ])lace,  five 
miles  and  a  half  from  Brashear,  found  the  roads  well  repaired.  Today 
Major  Shaw,  commanding  at  Plaqueniine,  telegraphs  tliat  his  cavalry 
at  The  Park  were  attacked  about  12  o'clock  last  night  by  a  large  force, 
supposed  to  be  500  men.  These  facts,  takeu  with  the  report  of  ray 
scouts,  and  deserters,  who  say  that  the  rebels  are  to  attack  Houma, 
Napoleonville,  and  other  points,  satisfies  me  that  they  have  heard  of 
our  troops  assembling  at  ISqw  Orleans  for  some  ])urpose  unknown,  and 
that  the  demonstration.s  which  they  are  now  making  are  for  the  pur- 
pose of  creating  a  diversion. 
Yours, 

R.  A.  GAMEROK, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  Division. 


Bayotj  Goula,  February  4,  1865. 
(Via  Donaldsonville.     Received  4.50  p.  m.) 
Capt.  F.  Speed, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
The  detachment  of  the  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry  sent  out  Febru- 
ary 2  returned  yesterday.  They  left  Miles'  plantation,  upon  the  La 
Butte  Bayou;  crossed  fifteen  small  bayous,  over  five  of  which  they 
were  obliged  to  swim  their  horses ;  made  Grand  Bayou  with  the  loss  of 
one  horse;  encamped  at  Indian  Village  that  night.  Saw  no  enemy 
and  returned  last  evening. 

W.  SAYLES, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

Neiv  Orleans,  February  4, 1865. 

Col.  W.  Sayles, 

Bayoti  Goula: 
(Care  Commanding  Officer  Donaldsonville.) 
Major  Shaw,  at  Plaquemine,  reports  that  Captain  Rice  was  attacked 
at  The  Park  last  night  by  a  force  of  the  enemy.    Thus  far  we  have  had 
1  killed  and  1  wounded.    Push  out  as  much  of  your  cavalry  as  is  avail- 
able on  the  direct  road  to  The  Park,  and  relieve  Captain  Rice  from  the 
pressure,  and  assist  him  in  driving  the  enemy  back  across  Grand  River, 
or  well  up  into  the  Grossetete  country,  if  possible.    Major  Shaw  is 
ordered  to  keep  up  a  direct  communication  with  you  and  inform  you  of 
events.    You  will  do  the  same  for  Major  Shaw. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Sherman : 

FREDERIC  SPEED, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


740  LOUISIANA   AND    THE    TRANS-MISSISSIPPI.  [Chap.  LX. 

Plaquemink,  February  4,  1865. 

(Keceived  9  a.  ui.) 
Capt.  F.  Speed, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
I  have  just  received  word  from  Captain  Eice,  comnianding  the 
cavalry  expedition  sent  from  here  to  Tbe  Park.  He  was  attacked  last 
night  about  12  o'clock  by  a  force  of  about  500  men,  a  portion  of  which 
attacked  him  iu  front,  while  the  remainder  attempted  to  flank  him  on 
the  left,  but  failed  on  account  of  the  high  water  in  tlie  swamp.  He  is 
fighting  yet  and  holds  his  own.  One  man  killed  and  one  wounded  on 
our  side.  Should  they  drive  him  we  are  prepared  for  an  attack  here. 
Please  acknowledge  receipt. 

K.  G.  SHAW, 
31ajor,  Commanding  Post. 


Heabquakters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

Neiv  Orleans,  February  i,  1865. 

Commanding  Ofi'icer  Plaquemine  : 

If  the  enemy  is  as  luimerous  as  represented.  Captain  Bice  should 
have  fallen  back.  But  it  is  presumed  that  the  number  is  much  exag- 
gerated. Colonel  Sayles,  at  Bayou  Goula,  is  ordered  to  send  a  cavalry 
force  to  relieve  Captain  Eice  from  any  undue  pressure  and  assist  iu 
driving  the  enemy  away.  In  the  event  of  Captain  Eice  falling  back 
to  Plaquemine  you  must  promptly  notify  Colonel  Sayles.  You  will 
keep  Colonel  Sayles  posted  as  to  the  condition  of  things  at  The  Park. 
Keep  these  headquarters  promptly  informed  if  anything  important 
transpires. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Sherman  : 

PREDEEIC  SPEED, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Plaquemine,  February  4,  1865. 

(Received  1.30  p.  m.) 
Capt.  Frederic  Speed, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 
I  have  just  received  a  report  from  Captain  Eice  at  The  Park.   He  has 
repulsed  the  attacking  party,  which  consisted  of  about  150  men,  and  is 
looking  for  further  demonstrations.    He  has  sent  in  C  prisoners  and  has 
2  more  wounded  ones  with  him.     Our  loss  is  1  killed  and  1  wounded. 


Respectfully, 


R.  G.  SHAW, 
Major,  Commanding  Post. 


Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

New  Orleans,  February  i,  1865. 
Commanding  Officer  Plaquemine: 

Telegram  received.    It  is  very  good.    Let  all  these  scoundrels  be 
either  captured  or  driven  well  back  into  rebeldom.    Let  them  be  fol- 
lowed up,  but  so  as  not  to  allow  them  to  get  into  the  rear  of  our  own 
meu. 
By  order  of  Brigadier- General  Sherman: 

FREDERIC  SPEED, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Plaquemine,  February  4,  1865. 

(Eeceived  4  p,  m.) 
Capt.  F.  Speed, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General  : 
Your  dispatcli  received.    As  you  will  see  by  my  last  report,  the  party 
of  the  enemy  actually  engaged  is  estimated  by  Captain  Eice  at  150. 
The  following  is  an  extract  of  a  communication  sent  this  morning  by 
me  to  him : 

As  soon  as  joined  by  Lieutenant  Lewis'  compauy  yon  will  endeavor  to  find  out 
whether  they  have  crossed  to  the  other  side  of  Grand  River.  If  not,  harass  them 
while  doing  so,  and  if  possible  increase  your  list  of  prisoners. 

E.  G.  SHAW, 
Major,  Commanding  Post. 


Hdqks.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  February  4,  1865, 
Msii.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds, 

Comd(/.  Department  of  Ai'lcansas,  Little  Rock,  Ark. : 
Sir  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  the  Twenty-third 
Wisconsin  Volunteers,  belonging  to  the  Reserve  Corps,  be  relieved  from 
duty  at  Helena,  Ark.,  and  sent  to  this  city  as  soon  as  transportation 
can  be  furnished.  The  Ninety-sixth  Ohio,  according  to  last  returns 
received  at  the  mouth  of  White  River,  and  the  Thirty-fifth  Wisconsin, 
at  Devall's  Bluff,  both  belonging  to  the  Reserve  Corps,  should  also  be 
relieved  and  sent  down  as  soon  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  CHRISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Van  Buren,  Ark.,  February  4,  1865. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Murphy: 

Sir:  Permit  the  undersigned  committee  of  the  loyal  citizens  of 
Crawford  County,  farmers  and  mechanics,  and  acting  in  their  behalf 
and  by  their  authority,  to  state  to  Your  Excellency  the  deplorable  con- 
dition of  the  country  by  reason  of  the  persecutions,  robbing,  and  plun- 
dering generally  committed  by  the  officers,  soldiers,  and  their  associates 
and  camp  followers  now  and  for  the  twelve  months  last  past.  We 
have  been  robbed  and  personally  maltreated  to  an  extent  unparalleled ; 
at  any  rate  not  exceeded  in  all  Christian  history.  They  have  taken 
from  us  everything  of  value,  and  we  have  no  redress  for  these  and 
other  and  multiplied  wrongs.  These  men  are  protected  and  encour- 
aged in  committing  robbery  and  other  outrages  by  certain  officers 
holding  administrative  power  here  and  at  Fort  Smith.  They  knock 
down  and  maim  our  citizens  in  the  streets  of  the  town  of  Van  Buren, 
and  commit  other  indignities.  It  is  impossible  to  obtain  redress.  It 
is  impossible  to  keep  a  horse,  a  cow,  an  ox,  a  piece  of  meat,  or  a  bushel 
of  meal,  unless  so  far  hidden  as  to  defy  their  search,  and  we  are 
debarred  from  entering  complaint  against  them  for  any  of  the  above- 
named  offenses,  for  they  threaten  our  lives  for  so  doing.  The  present 
assistant  provost-marshal  here  is  one  of  their  own  creatures,  as  most 
other  of  his  predecessors  have  been,  and  it  is,  indeed,  of  no  use  to  com- 
plain.    It  is  of  no  use  for  us  to  complain  to  the  authorities  at  Fort 
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Smith,  for  no  attention  is  paid  to  us  there  whatever.  These  bad  men 
have  been  retained  around  certain  headquarters  for  the  last  twelve 
months  and  are  a  terror  to  our  people.  They  can  commit  any  offense 
they  choose  with  perfect  impunity,  even  to  the  extent  of  taking  our 
teams  and  provisions  in  the  streets  of  Van  Buren  and  personallj'  abus- 
ing and  maltreating  our  citizens  in  the  broad  light  of  day,  and  they 
have  been  to  our  houses  iu  the  neighborhood  at  night  committing 
xxnheard  of  atrocities.  It  is  the  universal  opinion  among  citizens  that 
certain  oflicers  are  interested  and  copartners  with  them.  The  evidence 
warrants  the  conclnsion.  The  same  are  at  this  time  engaged  in  hunt- 
ing what  few  horses  and  cattle  we  have  left  to  us  in  the  bottoms. 
They  hitch  them  out  in  the  brush,  or  yard  them,  until  they  get  the 
requisite  number,  and  then  drive  them  off  toward  Kansas.  We  are 
powerless  and  feel  alarmed  for  personal  safety.  Every  facility  seems 
to  be  given  to  these  abominably  wicked  and  dangerous  meu  by  the 
])rovost  marsh.al  here,  who  is  a  brutal  man  in  his  actions  and  treatment 
of  our  citizens.  Such,  governor,  is  a  faint  and  insufficient  outline  of 
the  manner  in  which  people  here  are  treated,  and  we  implore  you  to 
lay  the  subject  of  our  complaint  before  the  commander  of  the  Dejjart- 
nient  of  Arkansas,  and  failing  in  obtaining  redress  we  earnestly  hope 
you  will  entreat  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  interpose  his 
authority  in  our  behalf.  Hundreds  of  our  fellow-citizens  have  been 
compelled  to  leave  the  country  for  the  North  after  having  been  made 
miserably  poor  and  helpless,  thus  leaving  what  was  once  their  com- 
fortable homes.  We  prefer  to  remain  in  our  owji  country,  where  there 
exist  so  many  remembrances  of  former  contentment  and  prosperity. 
It  is  wrong  that  we  should  be  driven  away  and  be  made  to  leave  the 
graves  of  our  relations,  our  fathers,  mothers,  brothers,  and  sisters,  and 
our  children.  Our  enexnies,  or  those  who  ought  to  be  our  friends,  treat 
us  as  if  we  had  no  riglit  here,  and  they  tell  us  to  go  away.  There  must 
be  a  change  here  to  insure  our  safety.  We  do  not  speak  of  even  a 
moiety  of  our  siifferings  at  the  hands  of  these  officers,  soldiers,  and 
their  camp  followers. 

Our  citizens  meet  together  and  talk  in  whispers  of  these  enormities, 
being  afraid  to  offend  and  wondering  what  will  come  next.  We  appeal 
to  the  proper  authorities  for  mercy  and  protection,  and  at  the  same 
time  Ave  have  to  request  that  our  names  shall  not  be  ex))osed  in  connec- 
tion with  this  movement  for  amelioration,  for  we  are  in  the  hands  of 
unscrupulous  men,  who,  we  believe,  would  take  our  lives  for  our  temer- 
ity, as  they  often  threaten  to  do  if  we  expose  them  or  comi)lain.  If 
there  is  not  a  change  soon  to  our  advantage  and  to  the  advantage  of 
decency  and  morality  we  shall  be  compelled  to  leave  the  State.  We 
have  forborne  to  trouble  you  in  this  matter  before,  hoping  that  General 
Thayer  himself  would  wake  up  to  a  sense  of  the  sinfulness  of  such  con- 
duct as  we  protest  against,  but  we  have  lost  all  hope  in  him.  It  is  the 
iirm  belief  of  all  people  here,  so  far  as  we  can  judge— and  there  is  no 
doubt  as  to  the  sentiment  of  the  people— that  so  long  as  these  Kansas 
regiments  lemain  here  it  will  be  impossible  for  any  commander  to  create 
a  much  better  state  of  things.  The  soldiers  are  too  far  demoralized 
aTid  the  truth  is  that  they  have  learned  too  much  from  many  of  their 
officers.  There  is  one  other  thing,  Your  Excellency,  that  is  of  great 
importance  to  us.  Nearly  100  men  (our  best  men),  to  be  increased  to 
upwaid  of  200,  have  signed  a  paper  agreeing  to  form  a  colony  in  the 
Ijottom  near  Van  Buren  for  agricultural  purposes  the  present  year  pro- 
vided they  can  obtain  adequate  assurances  of  ])rotection  against  the 
wickedness  of  these  soldiers  and  others.    They  feel  that  they  cau  pro 
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tcct  themselves  against  rebel  marauders  if  the  powers  that  be  will 
allow  them  to  bear  arms  in  self-defense.  They  think  they  can  i'urnish 
their  own  famiUes  in  this  way,  and  perhaps  to  some  extent  a  supply  for 
Government  troops  also,  in  corn,  forage,  &c.  So  earnest  do  they  feel 
in  this  matter  that  they  sent  a  committee  to  wait  on  General  Thayer, 
at  Fort  Smith,  to  ask  his  approval  of  their  plan,  but  he  gave  them  no 
encouragement  whatever.  Last  year  he  (General  Thayer)  recommended 
our  farmers  to  purchase  broken-down  Government  horses  wherewith  to 
replace  those  they  had  previously  lost,  and  to  tend  their  crops.  The 
farmers  acted  upon  his  recommendation,  but  in  every  instance  these 
horses  also  Avere  taken  from  them  so  soon  as  they  got  in  condition  for 
service;  nor  was  it  possible  to  reclaim  them.  Every  possible  obstacle 
and  device  is  thrown  in  the  way  of  a  man's  reclaiming  and  getting  back 
his  property,  and  it  is  now  utterly  impossible  to  do  it  in  any  instance. 
We  earnestly  entreat  Your  Excellency,  we  implore  you,  to  take  innne- 
diate  measures  ior  our  relief  and  for  tlie  relief  of  our  suftering  families 
and  for  obtaining  anthority  from  General  Reynolds  for  us  to  colonize 
in  the  manner  proposed,  and  that  we  may  be  protected  from  bad  men 
of  the  Army  of  the  Frontier,  and  to  be  allowed  to  bear  arms  for  our 
own  protection  against  all  marauders  and  plotters  against  our  prop- 
erty, our  peace  and  security,  and  as  in  duty  bound  we  will  ever  i>ray. 
We  are,  governor,  your  fellow-citizens  and  obedient  servants, 

A.  O'BEYAK, 
WM.  F.  OWE]SrS, 
Committee  on  the  part  of  the  Citizens. 

P.  S. — We  respectfully  ask  that  we  be  permitted  to  purchase  from 
Government  a  few  commissary  supplies  till  our  crops  are  matured. 
We  can  pay  for  them. 


Speciat,  Oedeks,  )         Hdqrs.  Department  of  Arkansas, 

No.  32.  )  Little  Boclc,  Arlc,  February  4,  1863. 

6.  The  detachments  of  the  Second  Kansas  Cavalry  at  Little  Rock 
and  Lewisburg  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Fort  Smith,  reporting  on 
arrival  to  the  commanding  officer.  Tbe  two  pieces  of  artillery  and 
equipments  in  charge  of  detachment  at  Little  Rock  will  be  turned 
over  before  embarking  to  Lieut.  T.  D.  Witt,  ordnance  officer,  and  the 
two  pieces  at  Lewisburg  will  be  turned  over  to  such  ofBc^r  as  tlie  com- 
manding officer  of  that  post  may  designate.  The  quartermaster's 
department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

»»♦**** 

By  command  of  Mai.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds: 

JOHN  LEVERING, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Rod;,  Arlc,  February  4,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  0.  Bussey, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade : 
(Through  Brigadier-General  Salomon,  Comdg.  Post,  Little  Rock.) 
General:  By  special  order  issued  on  yesterday  the  Ninth  Iowa 
Cavalry  Regiment  is  attached  to  your  brigade.    It  is  the  design  of  the 
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major-general  commanding  that  they  remain  on  duty  at  Brownsville 
Station.    Their  returns  will  be  embraced  in  your  current  brigade 
reports,  and  correspondence  conducted  through  your  headquarters. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

'  ®  JOHN  LEVEEING, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  February  4,  1865—12.18  p.  m. 

(Received  11th.) 

Major-General  Dana, 

Memphis : 
Order  to  send  General  Washburn  to  General  Ord  is  suspended.    He 
will  remain  where  he  is  until  further  instructions  from  General  Grant. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Mississippi, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  February  12, 1865. 

OfScial  copy  respectfully  forwarded  to  Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Ghristensen, 
assistant  adjutant-general,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi,  with 
copy  of  special  orders  from  these  headquarters,  inclosed  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  major-general  commanding. 

N.  J.  T,  DANA, 

Major-General. 

[Inclosure.] 

Special  Orders,  )        Hdqrs.  Department  of  Mississippi, 

No.  65.  )  Memphis,  Tenn.,  February  11,  1865. 

VI.  The  operation  of  Special  Orders,  No.  59,  paragraph  1,  current 
series,  from  these  headquarters,  relieving  Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Washburn 
from  duty  in  this  department  and  ordering  him  to  report  to  Maj.  Gen. 
E.  O.  O.  Ord,  commanding  the  Army  of  the  James,  is  hereby  suspended 
until  further  orders. 

*  #  #  #  »  w  * 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  N.  J.  T.  Dana: 

r.  W.  FOX, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Natchez,  February  4,  1865. 
[Lieut,  Col.  C.  T.  Christensen:  ?] 

My  Dear  Colonel  :  In  reply  to  your  note  asking  me  to  write  about 
General  Brayman  being  sent  over  to  the  Vidalia  side  of  the  river,  I  inclose 
you  the  special  order  which  divided  the  district  with  him.  It  was  neces- 
sary that  the  next  officer  in  rank  should  be  on  that  side,  in  view  of  the 
Freedmsn's  Camp  and  a  large  number  of  leased  plantations  being  on 
that  side  and  immediately  nnder  liis  control.  Besides,  I  asked  the 
general  the  night  before  I  left,  standing  near  your  desk,  what  he 
wished  me  to  do  with  Brayman,  and  1  think  he  replied,  "  Do  what  you 
please  with  him."  But  reasons  are  coming  up  to  me  every  day,  apart 
from  what  I  have  said  above,  Avhy  he  should  not  be  continued  ou  this 
side  of  the  river.    He  had  established  the  most  merciless  despotism 
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here  ever  heard  of  over  these  people.  I  will  give  one  single  instance: 
He  seized  some  time  in  August  last  above  100  horses  for  cavalry  pur- 
l»oses.  For  these  horses  up  to  this  time  he  has  had  issued  no  vouchers. 
Among  them  was  a  pair  of  very  fine  carriage  horses  of  Mrs.  John  Minor, 
who  had  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  who  has,  I  am  informed,  iu 
every  way  conformed  to  it.  These,  instead  of  turning  over  for  Gov- 
ernment use,  he  put  into  his  own  private  carriage  and  so  drove  tbem 
until  I  ordered  them  returned  to  Mrs.  Minor,  having  about  five  months' 
use  of  them.  I  send  copy  of  order.  There  is  ample  to  try  him  on  if 
thought  expedient,  and  if  not,  if  I  am  to  stay,  1  hope  he  will  be  sent 
somewhere  else.  This  note  is  in  no  sense  private  and  you  can  use  it 
officially  if  necessary.  My  kind  regards  to  all  my  fellow-members  of 
the  staff  and  to  the  general  and  family.  Mrs.  D.  goes  down  for  a  day 
or  two  on  Monday  to  see  Mrs.  Canby,  on  General  Thomas'  boat.  Is 
this  district  to  be  attached  to  the  Gulf  Department"?  If  so,  please  write 
me.  I  am  perfectly  aware  of  your  very  kind  friendship  expressed  in 
your  last  note  and,  believe  me,  it  is  as  warmly  returned  as  given. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[Inclosuro  "No.  1.] 

Special  Okders,  )  Headquarters  District  of  Natchez, 

No.  1.  )  Natchez,  Miss.,  January  6,  1865. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  Mason  Brayman,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  assigned  to  the 
command  of  that  portion  of  the  District  of  Natchez  lying  west  of  the 
Mississippi  Eiver,  to  be  designated  as  the  Sub-District  of  Vidalia, 
with  headquarters  at  Vidalia,  La. 

******* 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Davidson: 

B.  F.  MOREY, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  District  op  Natchez, 

No.  17.  ]  Natchez,  Miss.,  January  22,  1805. 

******  * 

3.  Capt.  L.  W.  Perce,  assistant  quartermaster,  will  return  to  Mrs. 
John  Minor  the  two  bay  horses  seized  from  her  by  military  orders  in 
July,  1864,  and  for  which  no  vouchers  have  been  given,  taking  proper 
receipts  for  the  same. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Davidson: 

B.  F.  MOEEY, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Detachment  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

Eastport,  Miss.,  February  4,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  McArthur, 

Comdg.  First  Division,  Detachment  Army  of  the  Tennessee 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  by  direction  of  the  major- 
general  commanding,  that  steamers  are  now  here  and  ready  to  receive 
your  division,  and  he  desires  you  to  embark  as  soon  as  you  can,  com- 
mencing to-morrow. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOUGH, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
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Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  February  4,  1865 — 10.45  a.  m. 

Maj.  Geu.  A.  Pleasonton, 

No.  918  Spruce  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  : 
Please  return  here  immediately.     I  bave  a  good  opening  for  you,  and 
need  vou  without  the  least  delay. 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major- General. 


Philadelphia,  February  4,  1865. 

(Received  2.30  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope, 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri : 
Dispatch  received;  very  sorry;  under  medical  treatment.     Doctor 
says  cannot  travel  before  the  10th.     Just  forwarded  surgeon's  certifi- 
cate some  days  since.     Can  you  tell  me  what  is  wanted  1     I  wish  to  do 
all  I  can. 

A.  PLEASONTON, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  February  4,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Cumberland  : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  January  27.  I  ordered  the  Second  Missouri  Cavalry 
to  you.  I  found  it  was  mostly  dismounted,  and  as  I  was  unable  to  get 
liorses  to  mount  it,  and  knowing  your  necessity  for  troops,  I  sent  the 
jnouiited  portion  without  waiting  for  the  rest.  Since  then  I  find  that 
oae  battalion  is  with  General  Canby,  and  the  balance  of  the  regiment 
has  been,  by  his  and  General  Halleck's  orders,  ordered  to  report  to  him 
as  soon  as  horses  are  furnished  it. 

I  am,  general,  very  resiiectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  February  4,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  Alfred  Pleasonton, 

018  Spruce  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.: 
Return  as  soon  as  possible.     You  are  needed. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters, 
Saint  Louis,  February  4,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  Alfred  Pleasonton, 

918  Spruce  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  : 
Please  answer  receipt  of  my  telegram,  and  when  you  can  start. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major- General. 
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Philadelphia,  Pa.,  February  4, 1865—2.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Dodge, 

Headquarters : 
Dispatch  received.     Doctor  says  I  canuot  travel  before  the  10th 
instant.     Sent  to  you  surgeon's  certiticate  some  days  since. 

A.  PLEASONTON, 

Major-  General. 

Special  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  35.  )  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  February  4,  1865. 

7.  The  Second  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col.  C.  B.  Hunt 
commanding,  so  soon  as  horses  can  be  drawn  to  mount  the  command, 
will  proceed  at  once  to  New  Orleans,  La.,  and  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  E. 
K.  S.  Canby,  commanding  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi.  The 
utmost  dispatch  will  be  observed  in  mounting  the  command.  The 
quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 
»  *  *  *  *  »  * 

By  command  of  Major-Geueral  Dodge: 

J.  W.  BAENES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Kansas, 

Leavenworth,  Kans.,  February  4,  1865, 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Indians  drove  garrison  into  out  works  at  Julesburg  on  the  2d  and 
burned  the  stage  station.  Indians  1,500  strong.  They  also  threatened 
Alkali  Station,  fifty  miles  this  side.  Colonel  Livingston  was  between 
these  stations  with  force  moving  to  relief  of  Julesburg.  More  troops 
are  much  needed  on  that  Overland  route. 

S.  K.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  February  4,  1865. 
Major-General  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  Kansas,  Fort  Leavenworth : 

The  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri,  embracing  the  Departments 
of  the  Missouri,  Kansas,  and  the  Northwest,  is  created,  Maj.  Gen.  John 
Pope  commanding,  headquarters  Saint  Louis. 

C.  S,  CHARLOT, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Fort  Leavenworth,  February  4, 1865. 
Maj.  C.  S.  Charlot, 

Saint  Louis: 
The  division  will  unite  forces  against  Indians,  and  seems  to  me  advan- 
tageous.   Pope  being  senior  in  rank  is  entitled  to  command  and  will 
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receive  cordial  support.  Has  he  arrived  at  Saint  Louis?  Indiaiis 
burned  stage  station  at  Julesburg  on  the  2d,  and  are  reported  1,500 
strong.  Livingston  was  advancing  to  reheve  Julesburg,  which  was 
holding  out  under  Captain  O'Brien  with  fifty  men  and  two  little  how- 
itzers.   Friends  all  well. 

S.  E.  CURTIS, 

Major- General. 

Saint  Louis,  February  4,  1865. 

Major-General  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  Kansas,  Fart  Leavenworth: 
1  am  informed  at  General  Dodge's  headquarters  that  Kansas  and 
Missouri  are  united  in  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  and  General 
Curtis  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Korthwest, 
[headquarters  atl  Milwaukee. 
^         ^  >  C.  S.  CHAELOT, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Fort  Leavenworth,  February  4,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  R.  B.  MiTOHELL: 

Draw  forces  from  Laramie  route  sufficient  to  hold  Overland  Stage 
Route.  Have  continually  asked  for  more  force,  but  it  does  not  come. 
I  see  General  Pope  is  appointed  to  the  command  of  a  military  division 
which  covers  all  this  region. 

S.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major- General, 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  District  of  Colorado, 

No.  9.  )  Denver,  Colo.  Ter.,  February  4,  1865. 

I.  The  following  oflicers  are  announced  as  on  the  staff  of  the  colonel 
commanding,  and  will  be  addressed  and  obeyed  accordingly:  Surg. 
J.  F.  Hamilton,  Veteran  Battalion  First  Colorado  Cavalry,  medical 
director;  Capt.  C.  L.  Gorton,  assistant  quartermaster,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
chief  quartermaster ;  Capt.  W.  R.  Irwin ,  commissary  of  subsistence,  U.  S. 

Volunteers,  chief  commissary;  Capt.  J.  C.  Anderson,  Veteran  Battalion 
First  Colorado  Cavalry,  assistant  commissary  of  musters  and  judge- 
advocate;  Capt.  S.  S.  Soule,  Veteran  Battalion  First  Colorado  Cavalry, 
assistant  provost-marshal-general;  First  Lieut.  C.C.  Hawley,  Veteran 
Battalion  First  Colorado  Cavalry,  ordnance  officer;  First  Lieut.  J.  S. 
Maynard,  Veteran  Battalion  First  Colorado  Cavalry,  inspector-general 
of  district  and  chief  of  cavalry  in  the  absence  of  Capt.  S.  M.  Robbins, 
on  leave;  First  Lieut,  and  Regtl.  Adjt.  Ira  I.  Taber,  Eleventh  Kansas 
Cavalry,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general. 

II.  All  officers  on  duty  in  the  quartermaster's  and  commissary 
de])artmeuts,  and  those  who  have  not  yet  forwarded  their  accounts,  will 
make  such  reports  to  the  chief  quartermaster  and  commissary  of  this 
district  as  may  be  by  them  required. 

By  order  of  Col.  T.  Moonlight,  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry: 

IRA  I.  TABER, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Special  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  Depajitment  of  New  Mexico, 

No.  4.  J  Santa  Fc,  N.  Mew.,  February  4,  1865. 

*  *    ,  #  »  «  *  * 

III.  Owing  to  the  continued  ill-liealtli  of  Col.  Henry  E.  Selden,  First 
Infantry  New  Mexico  Volnnteers,  lie  is  hereby  relieved  froin  the  com- 
mand of  hi8  regiment  and  from  the  command  of  tbe  post  of  Fort  Union, 
N.  Mex.  The  commands  from  wliich  Colonel  Seldeu  is  thus  relieved 
devolve  on  Lieutenant-Colonel  Abreu,  First  Infantry  New  Mexico  Vol- 
unteers. He  will  at  once  receive  from  Colonel  Selden  all  the  records  of 
his  regiment  and  all  records,  property,  &c.,  pertaining  to  Fort  Union 
for  which  Colonel  Seldeu  may  be  responsible.  Colonel  Selden  can 
remain  at  Fort  Union,  or,  at  his  option,  proceed  to  any  other  ijoint  in 
New  Mexico,  should  his  physician  so  recommend,  until  further  orders. 
******* 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Carleton : 

BEN.  C.  CUTLER, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Kennebville,  February  5,  1805. 

(Received  4  p.  m.) 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General  : 
The  First  Brigade  will  start  about  3  p.  m.  They  will  be  compelled 
to  leave  a  portion  of  their  transportation  for  want  of  room.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  McLaughlin  says  both  vessels  are  full,  and  it  is  impossible  to 
carry  anything  except  the  First  Brigade  and  a  portion  of  their  wagons 
and  ambulances. 

Very  respectfully, 


JOHN  F.  LACEY 


Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


ViOKSBUKG,  February  5,  1805. 

(Received  9th.) 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  E.  S.  Canby, 

Neic  Orleans : 
General:  Your  telegram  of  the  2d  in  relation  to  the  cavalry  from 
General  Thomas  is  received  and  will  receive  attention.  I  have  also 
received  this  evening  a  dispatch  irom  General  Dana  ordering  me  to 
send  2,000  infantry  from  here  to  New  Orleans.  They  will  be  sent  as 
soon  as  transports  arrive  to  take  them. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  C.  WASHBURN, 

Major- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  District  of  Vioksburg, 

No.  33.  J  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  February  5,  1865. 

II.  The  Second  Brigade,  Colored  Troops,  and  Forty-ninth  U.  S.  Colored 
Infantry  will  be  in  readiness  to  embark  for  New  Orleans  with  the  least 
possible  delay.  They  win  take  their  camp  and  garrison  equipage  and 
four  days'  rations.  They  will  also  take,  in  addition  to  Held  transporta- 
tion required  by  existing  orders,  a  supply  train  for  a  march  of  twenty 
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days.  The  quartermaster  will  furnjsh  necessary  transportation.  Arriv- 
ing at  New  Orleans,  they  will  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  E.  R.  S.  Canby,  com- 
manding Military.  Division  of  West  Mississippi. 

*  *  "  *  *  *  *  * 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  C.  G.  Washburn : 
^  W.  H.  MORGAN, 

Ansistunt  Adjutant-  General. 


HeAUQUARTKRS   riRST   SUB-DlSTRICT, 

ISaint  Louis,  Mo.,  February  5, 1865. 
Commanding  Officer  Franklin,  Mo. : 

Sir  :  You  are  hereby  directed,  by  the  colonel  commanding,  to  impress 
any  and  all  disloyal  men  and  sympathizers  within  the  limits  of  your 
command  to  assist  the  detachment  at  Meraraec  bridge  in  building  block- 
houses, and  to  report  your  actions  to  these  headquarters  immediately. 

By  order  of  J.  Weydemeyer,  colonel  Forty-first  Missouri  Infantry, 

commanding: 

H.  HUHN, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Uepartment  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  February  5,  1865. 

Commanding  Officer  District  of  Rolla,  Mo.: 

Sir  :  Your  attention  is  called  to  the  orders  of  the  governor  of  the 
State,  and  from  these  headquarters,  in  relation  to  raising  volunteer 
militia  for  service  in  certain  counties.  In  recommending  officers  great 
care  must  be  observed,  and  none  recommended  except  they  are  of  good 
character,  habits,  &c.,  and  good  disciplinarians.  The  frequent  unau- 
thorized depredations  committed  by  troops  must  be  stopped,  and  in  the 
organization  of  these  companies  we  must  put  men  at  the  head  of  them 
who  can  and  will  control  their  men.  Officers  will  be  held  strictly 
accountable  for  all  unauthorized  depredations  committed  by  their  men, 
no  matter  upon  whom  committed.  If  you  have  good  officers  under  you 
in  the  Missouri  State  Militia  whose  term  of  service  is  about  expiring, 
and  who  desire  to  take  command  in  some  of  these  companies,  they  can 
be  assigned  to  dmty  in  recruiting  them,  and  applications  can  be  made 
for  their  commissions.  Old  soldiers  will,  as  far  as  possible,  be  selected 
in  recommending  for  commissions.  The  men,  as  fast  as  recruited,  will 
be  rendezvoused  at  such  point  in  the  county  as  you  may  designate. 
They  will  be  armed  as  provided  in  General  Orders,  No.  28,  current 
series,  from  these  headquarters.  All  their  spare  time  will  be  occupied 
in  drilling  and  perfecting  themselves  as  soldiers.  You  will  report 
weekly  the  progress  made  in  the  district  and  sub  districts  in  organizing 
these  companies. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Dodge : 

J.  W.  BARNES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Note. — You  are  hereby  respectfully  requested  to  furnish  each  sub- 
district  commander  with  a  copy,  but  no  further  publications  whatever 
will  be  made  of  these  instructions. 

J.  W.  BARNES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Department  op  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  February  5, 1865. 
[Lieut.  W.  T.  Clarke,] 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
Send  a  few  meu  to  Sturgeon  to  watcli  bridges  and  depot. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  Oeneral. 

Macon,  Mo.,  February  5,  1865 — 5.50  p.  m. 
Maj.  J.  W.  Barnes, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
There  is  already  a  small  force  at  Sturgeon;  twenty  meu  of  Forty- 
sixth  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  under  a  lieutenant.    Does  the  com- 
manding general  desire  an  additional  force'? 

W.  T.  CLARKE, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  February  5,  1865. 
Lieut.  W.  T.  Clarke, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- G ener al : 
The  force  at  Sturgeon  now  will  suffice. 

J.  W.  BAIII*I"ES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  February  5,  1865. 
Colonel  Hayward, 

Hannibal  : 
I  leave  here  in  morning  for  Fort  Leavenworth.    It  is  important  that 
1  get  through  without  delay.    Will  you  see  that  1  make  the  connections, 
and  oblige, 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Forty-third  Missouri  Volunteers, 

Independence,  February  5,  1865. 

Colonel  Harding, 

Commanding  Post,  Kansas  City: 
Captain  Wyckoff  has  just  returned.  He  reports  that  he  came  on 
Gregg  and  nine  men  on  Wednesday  and  chased  him  till  yesterday, 
when  he  gave  the  chase  over,  near  Lone  Jack,  to  Captain  Burris  and 
Lieutenan't  Miller,  of  the  First  Missouri  State  Militia.  Captain  Wyckoff 
mustered  out  two  and  probably  three.  He  brought  in  two  horses, 
saddles,  &c. 

H.  R.  MILLS, 

A,djutant. 
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Headqxjabters, 
Gamp  Fillmore,  Colo.  Ter.,  February  5,  1865. 

First  Lieut.  IkA'  1.  Taber, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  Dist.  of  Colorado,  Denver,  Colo.  Ter.. 

Lieutenant:  Having  been  placed  in  command  of  the  troops  at  this 
station,  and  feeling-  that  in  a  measure  the  protection  of  this  and  the 
adjoining  settlements  from  hostile  Indians  devolves  upon  me,  I  have 
the  honor  most  respectfully  to  request  that  at  least  two  full  companies 
be  stationed  at  this  point  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  The  colonel 
commanding  is  doubtless  well  aware  of  the  exposed  position  of  this, 
one  of  tLe  most  flourishing  settlements  in  Colorado,  and  the  most 
important  agricultural  portion  of  the  Territory,  and  I  trust  that  in  a 
few  days  we  may  have  a  sufficient  number  of  troops  stationed  here  to 
warrant  protection  to  the  settlers  in  the  vicinity.  Should  there  be  an 
attack  upon  this  settlement,  in  its  now  exposed  position,  by  a  large 
party  of  Indians,  very  few,  if  any,  of  the  settlers  would  escape;  and,  in 
my  opinion,  such  an  attack  is  liable  to  be  made  at  any  hour.  I  under- 
stand that  Eichard  Wooteu  has  received  authority  to  raise  a  company 
to  be  stationed  here,  but  1  fear  that  if  this  settlement  gets  no  more  pro- 
tection than  it  now  has  until  liichard  Wooten  raises,  organizes  and 
equips  a  company,  there  will  be  no  settlement  to  protect. 

But  trusting  that  the  colonel  commanding  will  take  such  necessary 
steps  as  it  is  in  his  power  to  do  for  the  protection  of  this  portion  of  our 
Territory,  I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CLAiiK  DUNN, 
First  Lieut,  First  Vol.  Cav.  of  Colorado,  Gomdg.  Cam])  Fillmore. 


Special  Oeders,  )  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

No.  37.  ]  Ncui  Orleans,  La.,  February  G,  1865. 

2.  The  commanding  officer  Sixth  Minnesota  Infantry  having  reported 
at  these  headquarters  in  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  27,  para- 
graph 3,  current  series,  from  headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 
will  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  T.  W.  Sherman,  commanding  the  Defenses  of 
New  Orleans,  by  whom  quarters  will  be  assigned  to  the  regiment 
during  its  temporary  stay  iu  this  city.  The  commanding  officer  of  the 
regiment  will  hold  it  in  readiness  to  move  at  short  notice. 

3.  Capt.  Charles  H.  Thompson,  commissary  of  subsistence,  is  hereby 
relieved  from  duty  as  chief  commissary  of  subsistence  for  the  District 
of  Natchez,  and  will  report  to  the  chief  commissary  of  the  military 
division  for  orders. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  K.  S.  Canby: 

C.  T.  CHEISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Office  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer, 

Neui  Orleans,  La.,  February  6,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi : 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  information  received  at  this  office  this  Gth  day  of  Feb- 
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ruary,  1865:  A  telegram  from  Lieut.  G,  G.  Curtisa,  Baton  Eouge,  of 
this  date,  reports  the  arrival  of  H.  H.  McNabb,  scout,  at  that  place 
from  the  enemy's  lines.  States  that  Johnston  is  in  command  of  Hood's 
army,  which  has  been  largely  re-enforced  from  the  Trans-Mississippi 
Department, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  M.  EATON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  Mil.  Biv.  of  West  Mississippi. 

By  MYEON  ADAMS,  Jr., 
Second  Lieutenant,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army. 


Special  Orders,  )     War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

^o.  59.  j  Washington,  February  6, 1865. 

40.  The  telegraphic  order  of  the  4th  instant  from  this  Department 
suspending  the  order  directing  Major-General  Washburn,  U.  S.  Volun- 
teers, to  report  to  Major-General  Ord,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  and  ordering 
him  to  remain  Avhere  he  is  until  further  instructions  from  Lieutenant- 
General  Grant,  is  hereby  confirmed. 


By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 


B.  D.  TOWNSEFD, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  February  6,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  Steele, 

Kenner,  La.  : 

Two  seagoing  steamers  will  be  sent  up  this  afternoon  and  another 
to  morrow  to  take  the  brigade,  viz,  Twenty-ninth  Illinois,  Thirtieth 
Missouri,  and  One  hundred  and  sixty-first  New  York.  If  there  is  any 
surplus  room  after  these  have  embarked  the  Twenty-third  Iowa  and  the 
Seventy-sixth  Illinois  will  be  sent  by  those  steamers. 
By  order : 

C.  T.  CHRISTENSEJ, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  TJ.  S.  Forces, 

Kenner,  La.,  February  6, 1865, 
Col.  Loben  Kent, 

Twenty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry,  Commanding  Third  Brigade: 
Colonel:  I  am  directed  by  the  commanding  general  to  say  that  two 
sea-going  vessels  will  be  up  from  New  Orleans  this  afternoon  to  take 
the  Third  Brigade  to  Mobile  Point,  Ala.  You  will  embark  your  com- 
mand as  compactly  as  possible,  taking  all  your  transportation  and  the 
transportation  left  by  General  Lawler's  brigade.  Another  sea-going 
vessel  will  come  up  to-morrow.  If  there  should  be  any  surplus  room  on 
these  three  steamers  the  Twenty-third  Iowa  and  Seventy-sixth  Illinois 
will  accompany  you.  Should  they  prove  insufficient  to  carry  the  Third 
Brigade,  Lawler's  transportation,  and  the  two  latter-named  regiments, 
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the  troops  selected  to  remain  will  be  those  not  belonging  to  your  own 
command.  Orders  have  been  transmitted  direct  to  the  commanding 
officers  of  the  Tliirtietb  Missouri  and  One  hundred  and  sixty-first  New 
York.  These  officers  will  report  to  you  for  such  additional  instructions 
as  may  be  necessary. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  F.  LACEY, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquartees  TJ.  S.  Forces, 

Kenner,  La.,  February  6,  1863. 
Col.  LoEEN  Kent, 

Twenty-ninth  Illinois  Infty.,  Comdg.  Thirds  Brig.,  First  Div. : 
Colonel:  Y^ou  should  have  at  least  five  days'  rations  when  you 
leave  this  place.  It  would  be  well  ti)  ration  the  entire  command  to  the 
15th  before  starting.  I  will  telegraph  Captain  Rockwood,  commissary 
of  subsistence,  to  come  up  immediately  with  su))plies.  There  are  some 
stragglers  belonging  to  tlie  First  Brigade  who  will  be  placed  under 
your  charge  for  transportation.  As  they  are  without  organization,  the 
best  that  can  be  done  will  be  to  order  them  to  report  to  you,  and  you 
can  put  some  officer  in  charge  of  them.  It  will  not  be  necessary  for 
you  to  commence  embarking  before  to  morrow  morning,  even  if  the 
vessels  arrive  to-night. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


JOHN  F.  LACEY 


Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )       Hdqes.  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

No.  35.  I  New  Orleans,  February  C,  1865. 

4.  The  Sixth  Minnesota  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col.  H.  P.  Grant  command- 
ing, having  reported  at  these  headquarters  pursuant  to  paragraph  2  of 
Special  Orders,  No.  37,  current  series,  from  headquarters  Military  Divis- 
ion of  West  Mississippi,  will  be  furnished  quarters  at  the  Camp  of 
Distribution  in  this  city  by  the  commander  thereof. 

*  *  #  »  *  «  * 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Sherman : 

FEEDBEIC  SPEED, 
Assistant  Adiutant- General. 


Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

New  Orleans,  February  6,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Cameron, 

Thibodeaux : 
Your  report  of  the  movements  of  Major  Davis'  force  has  been 
received.*  General  Sherman  wishes  to  know  if  he  is  to  understand 
that  there  is  a  practicable  road  crossing  the  canal  and  leading  to  the 
lower  portion  ot  Bayou  Saint  Vincent;  or,  in  other  words,  if  the  enemy 
can  pass  from  Bayou  Grand  to  Labadieville  without  passing  in  the 
vicinity  of  Napoleonville. 

FEEDERIC  SPEED, 

^ Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

'  Sco  1).  78. 
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Headquarters  District  op  Thibodeaux, 

February  6,  1865. 
Maj.  O.  R.  Davis,  Napoleonville  : 

Tbe  general  commandiug  desires  to  know  if  he  is  to  understand  from 
your  report  that  there  is  a  practicable  road  crossing  the  canal  leading 
to  the  lower  portion  of  Bayou  Saint  Vincent.  In  other  words,  can  the 
eueiny  pass  from  Grand  Bayou  to  Labadieville  without  j)assing  in  the 
vicinity  of  Napoleonville'?  If  they  pass  in  your  vicinity,  how  far  is 
such  place  of  passing  from  your  pickets?  Answer  by  telegraph  imn>e- 
diately. 

B.  B.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Tdibodeaux, 

February  6, 1865. 
Capt.  Frederic  Speed, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Defenses  of  New  Orleans : 
The  commanding  officer  at  Napoleonville  knowing  more  .about  tlie 
plantation  roads  which  the  rebel  cavalry  use  in  passing  around  Napo- 
leonville, I  telegraphed  him,  and  this  is  his  answer : 

Napoleonville,  February  6, 1865. 
Capt.  B.  B.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 
Not  practicable  for  wagons.  Mounted  men  can  pass,  crossing  the  canal  at  Pike's 
Bridge,  four  miles  and  a  half  from  Bayou  La  Fourche,  strike  Bayou  Saint  Vincent 
road  two  miles  and  a  half  from  Bayou  La  Fourche,  pass  outside  my  pickets  on  caual 
road  about  three  miles,  outside  my  pickets  in  Kittredge's  lane  one  mile;  pass 
Pike's,  Bartley's,  Blauchard's,  Jones',  and  Rodrique's  plantations. 

G.  R.  DAVIS, 
Major,  Commanding  Post. 


Yours, 


R.  A.  CAMERON, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding  District. 


Headquarters  District  of  Thibodeaux, 

February  6, 1805. 
Capt.  Joseph  Hibbert,  Jr., 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  of  the  Gulf,  New  Orleans  : 
It  was  Lieut.  Omar  Boudreaux  who  led  the  guerrilla  party  that 
robbed  the  stores  at  Labadieville  and  that  murdered  our  citizen  friend 
Mr.  Gruerrin.    I  think  the  one  captured  at  Morganza  is  the  same  man. 
If  so,  he  should  be  shot  as  a  common  robber. 

E.  A.  CAMERON, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers.  Commanding  District. 


DONALDSONVILLE,  February  C,  1865. 

(Received  12.30  p.  m.) 
Oapt.  F.  Speed,  Assistant  Adjiitant-Gerieral : 

There  has  been  no  change  here  since  my  telegram  of  yesterday. 
"Vesterday  being  very  rainy,  and  the  roads  almost  impassable,  nothing 
was  done  by  Lieutenant  Miles. 
Respectfully, 

^  '  W.  SAYLES, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

New  Orleans,  FebrvMry  6, 1865. 

Col.  W.  Sayles,  Bayou  Goula,  via  JDonaldsonville : 

Brigadier-General  Sherman  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  you  will 
continue  the  occupation  of  Bayou  Goula  until  ordered  away.  A  fall 
and  complete  report  on  all  the  subjects  in  your  instructions  will  be 
expected  as  soon  as  practicable  to  send  it.    Acknowledge  receipt. 

^  FEEDEKIC  SPEED, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Arkansas,  &c., 

Little  Bod,  Arlc.,  February  6, 1865. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Christensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi  : 
Exhibit  of  the  infantry  force  of  the  Department  of  Arkansas  at  this 
date  and  its  dispositions : 

First  Division  {at  Little  Hock),  Brig.  Gen.  F.  Salomon  commanding. 


Commaud. 


be" 


First  Brigade : 

9th  wiscoDBin  Volunteer  Infantry 

36th  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry 

40th  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry 

43d  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry 

Total 

Second  Brigade : 

11th  if.  S.  Colored  Infantry 

57th  TJ.  S.  Colored  Infantry 

83d  U .  S.  Colored  Infantry 

54th  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry 

79th  tr.  S.  Colored  Infantry 

,     112th  tr.  S.  Colored  Infantry 

U3th  IT.  S.  Colored  Infantry 

Total 


350 
340 
514 
C53 


410 
158 
677 
726 


1,857 


309 
573 
611 
540 
455 
273 
251 


53   3,012 


338 
675 
684 
675 
603 
379 
290 


3,644 


Second  Division  {at  DevalVs  Bluffs  ^^<^-)t  Brig,  Gen.  Alexander  Skaler  comman 

iing. 

Command. 

i 

a 

o 

■5.1 

.a 

a 

s 

^! 

to 

< 

i. 

be 

First  Brigade: 

10 
10 
10 

494 
289 
707 

1  073 

Total 

30 

10 
10 
10 

1,490 

2.127 

Second  Brigade  (at  Pine  Bluff,  &.c.) : 

526 
415 
396 

Total 

30 

1,337 

2,059 
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Third  Division  (at  Fort  Smith),  lirig.  Gen.  C.  liussey  commanding. 


Command. 

i 
i 

o    . 

r 

a 

s 

+3 

be 
■4 

y 

<! 

First  Brigade: 
>     18th  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry 

no 

10 
10 
10 
10 

529 
460 
515 
663 
440 

677 

2d    Arkansas  Volunteer  Inian try 

lat  Arkansas  Volunteer  Infantry 

812 
719 
649 

12th  Kansas  Volunteer  Infantry 

13th  KanaaH  Volunteer  Infantry 

Total 

50 

2,507 

3,299 

Second  Brigade :  a 

} 

1,923 

3,704 

Third  Brigade: 

lat  Indian  Home  Guard , ... 

10 
10 
12 

676 
243 
633 

802 

508 

3d  Indian  Home  Guard 

748 

Total 

32 

1,552 

2,058 

aEstimated. 
Detached  Brigade,  headquarters  in  the  field,  Brig.  Gen.  E.  A.  Carr  commanding. 


Command. 


O.S 

h  a 

s 


<0   0 


1-i 

bo" 


50th  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry 

27th  "Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry  . 
28th  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry  . 

29th  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry 

33d   Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry 

77th  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry 

Total 

Fontoon  Dattalion : 

18th  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry 
22d    Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  a. 

Total 


396 

595 
565 
598 
581 
267 


502 
748 
677 
750 
778 
331 


55  1    3,002 


3,786 


262 
202 


276 
215 


a  To  Fort  Smith. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Total  First  Division 

Total  Second  Division 

Total  Third  Division 

Total  Detached  Brigade.. 
Total  Pontoon  Battalion  . 

Total 


5,069 
2,827 


,002 
464 


11,362 


5,815 
4,186 


3,786 
491 


14,  278 
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From  this  exhibit  it  appears  that  the  total  infautry  force,  "  present 
equipped"  in  the  department  is,  iu  round  numbers  (exclusive  of  Helena 
and  Fort  Smith),  about  12,000  men  (white  and  colored).  By  concen- 
trating the  colored  troops  at  Little  Rock  (except  the  Fifty- third  and 
Sixty-sixth)  and  reducing  the  garrisons  at  posts  below  the  estimate  for 
proper  defense,  a  detached  brigade  of  3,000  infantry  has  been  organ- 
ized as  a  movable  force.  This  brigade  is  now  eu  route  to  Department  of 
the  Gulf.  The  above  total  (12,000)  includes  the  P'ifty-third  and  Sixty- 
sixth  Colored,  which  have  not  been  transferred  to  the  department 
permanently.  The  Fifty-third  is  at  Saint  Charles  and  tlie  Sixty-sixth 
at  Devall's  Bluff;  neither  can  be  spared  at  present.  Helena  has  a  total 
force  of  all  arms  and  colors  of  about  2,500  men.  This  number  can  be 
safely  reduced  to  about  2,000.  Fort  Smith,  &c.,  has  a  total  of  about 
G,000  men.  It  is  hoped  that  this  number  may  be  reduced,  but  to  what 
extent  cannot  now  be  stated,  pending  reports  which  have  been  called 
for.  The  above  number  for  Fort  Smith,  &c.,  includes  the  Indian  Home 
Guard  Brigade  at  Fort  Gibson  (about  1,500  on  paper).  The  Indians 
have  applied  to  the  War  Department  for  muster  out  a  month  or  two 
before  the  expiration  of  their  term  of  service  (April  next),  to  enable 
them  to  cultivate  their  lands.  Nothing  can  be  expected  of  this  brigade 
beyond  the  defense  of  the  outijosts  of  Fort  Gibson. 

EsUmaie  of  the  minimum  itifantri/  force  required  for  the  defense  of  the  Department  of 
Arkansas  (exclusive  of  Helena  and  Fort  Smith). 


Gommand. 

i 
1 

May  be  temporarily 
detached  on  expe- 
dition, for    train 
guards,  &c..  in  the 
department. 

Litllo  Kock 

7,000 
1,000 
1,500 
1,000 
600 
500 

2  500 

IMiieBliifl' 

700 

Saint  Charles  .. . 

250 

Mouth  White  lliver -   - 

250 

Helena,  iufantry,  artillery. 

and  cavalry  {about  2  500)     .     .            

600 

300 

Total 

12,000 

4  000 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
Major-General,  CommancHng. 


Special  Orders, 
No.  33. 


Hdqbs.  Department  op  Arkansas, 

Little  Kock,  Ark.,  February  C,  1865. 


II.  Brig.  Gen.  Cyrus  Bussey,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  appointed  to  the 
command  of  the  Third  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps.  He  will  pro- 
ceed without  delay  to  Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  and  relieve  Brigadier-General 
Thayer,  now  commanding.  On  being  relieved  Brigadier-General 
Thayer  will  report  to  these  headquarters  for  orders. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds : 

JOHN  LEVERING, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
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Special  Orders,  )       Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  7th  Army  Corps, 

No.  21.  \  Little  Bock,  Ark.,  February  6, 1865. 

I.  Col,  John  A'.  Garrett,  Fortieth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  is 
hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  First  Brigade  of  this  division, 
as  constituted  in  General  Orders,  No.  14,  from  headquarters  Department 
of  Arkansas. 

II.  Col.  J.  M.  Williams,  Seventy-ninth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  is 
hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Second  Brigade  of  this  division, 
as  constituted  in  General  Orders,  No.  14,  from  headquarters  Department 
of  Arkansas. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  F.  Salomon: 

Leg.  BENEDICT, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Mississippi, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  February  6, 1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  0.  T.  Cheistensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi: 

My  scouts  report  that  all  of  Hood's  army  except  Stewart's  corps  and 
Forrest's  cavalry  have  gone  or  going  to  South  Carolina;  also  that  it  is 
common  report  in  the  country  tliat  Thomas  has  occupied  Corinth. 
Kespectfully, 

N.  J.  T.  DANA, 

Major- General. 


Special  Orders,  )       Hdqrs.  Department  of  Mississippi, 

No.  59.  ]  Memphis,  Tenn.,  February  6, 1865. 

1.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Washburn,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  relieved 
from  duty  in  this  department.  He  will  immediately  turn  over  his  com- 
mand to  the  senior  ofiBcer  present,  and  report  in  person  without  delay 
at  the  headquarters  Army  of  the  James,  to  Maj.  Gen.  E.  O.  C.  Ord, 
commanding. 

******* 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  N.  J.  T.  Dana: 

F,  W.  FOX, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  1st  Div.,  U.  S.  Coloebd  Troops, 

No.  11.  )  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  February  6,  1865. 

I.  Col.  H.  Scofield,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  will  hold  the  Forty- 
seventh  and  Fiftieth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry  in  readiness  to  embark  on 
transports  for  New  Orleans  with  the  least  possible  delay.  They  will 
take  their  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  all  transportation  required  by 
existing  orders,  and  four  days'  rations.  Arriving  at  New  Orleans, 
Colonel  Scofield  will  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  E.  R.  S.  Canby,  commanding 
Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi. 

II.  The  Fifty-second  Eegimeut  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  Col.  George  M. 
Ziegler  commanding,  is  hereby  relieved  from  duty  with  the  Second 
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Brigade,  and  temporarily  assigned  to  the  First  Brigade.  Colonel 
Ziegler  will  report  in  person  to  Col.  F.  M.  Crandal,  commanding  First 
Brigade,  for  orders. 

******* 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hawkins: 

SAML.  B.  FERGUSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Militaet  Division  of  the  Missouki, 

Saint  Louis,  February  6,  1865 — 11.30  a.  m. 

(Received  2.30  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck: 

A  first-rate  general  officer,  experienced  in  Indian  warfare,  is  needed 
to  command  troops  on  Overland  route  from  Leavenworth  to  Laramie — 
one  who  can  make  the  dispositions  necessary  to  secure  safety,  and  who 
can  remain  there  permanently.  If  Brig.  Gen.  W.  L.  Elliott  can  be 
spared  I  would  prefer  him  to  any  other.  Some  one  who  is  active  and 
knows  what  he  is  about  is  absolutely  needed.  Please  answer  if  Elliott 
can  come. 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major-General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  February  6,  1865 — 3.50  p.  m. 
Major-General  Pope, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 
You  will  perceive,  from  the  papers  sent  you  by  mail,  that  General 
Connor  thinks  with  two  additional  regiments  he  can  guard  the  Over- 
land Mail  Route  as  far  east  as  the  Big  Blue.  This  arrangement  is 
desired  by  the  Overland  Mail  Company,  and  favorably  considered  by 
General  Grant.  District  and  department  lines  can  be  arranged  to  suit. 
Bead  the  papers  and  then  give  us  your  views. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Saint  Louis,  February  6,  1865 — 11.10  a.  m. 

(Received  1.15  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck: 

I  will  be  glad  to  have  the  two  regiments  of  rebel  deserters  from 
Rock  Island  to  post  on  the  Overland  route,  if  experienced  and  suit- 
able officers  can  be  appointed.  Please  ask  authority  for  me  to  make 
appointments  for  these  regiments  from  veteran  officers  now  out  of  serv- 
ice or  in  service  in  this  division. 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major-General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  February  6,  1865 — 3.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Pope, 

Saint  Louis  : 
The  Secretary  of  War  authorizes  you  to  take  the  two  regiments  of 
enlisted  rebel  deserters  at  Rock  Island  and  to  appoiot  provisionally 
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their  officers,  sending  their  names  to  the  Adjutant-General  for  approval 
and  commissions,  with  dates  of  your  appointments.  Colonel  Carrier 
[Caraher]  (I  think  this  is  the  name),  at  Kock  Island,  who  selected  these 
men,  is  highly  recommended  for  the  command  of  one  of  the  regiments. 
The  officers  appointed  must  be  in  the  service  now,  or  have  been  honor- 
ably discharged.  So  far  as  can  be  done  they  should  be  men  familiar 
with  frontier  life. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  February  6,  1865. 

(Eeceived  5.50  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck: 

Troops  have  reached  Julesburg  and  relieved  garrison,  and  are  now 
repairing  telegraph  line.  Depot  of  mail  contractors  at  that  place  was 
burned  before  arrival  of  re-enforcements. 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major- General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  February  6, 1865—2.10  p.  m. 

Major-General  Pleasonton, 

No.  918  Spruce  Street,  Philadelphia  : 
Come  as  soon  as  you  can  without  injury.    I  will  have  something 
satisfactory  for  you. 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major-General. 


Special  Orders,  ^  Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  37.  )  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  February  (J,  1865. 

3.  The  necessities  and  exigencies  of  the  service  under  which  the 
employes  of  the  quartermaster's  department,  including  those  employed 
at  the  cavalry  depot,  were  formed  into  military  organizations  and 
armed  no  longer  existing,  such  organization  will  be  dissolved  and  dis- 
pensed with.  The  arms  and  accoutermeuts  in  the  possession  of  these 
organizations  will  be  turned  over  to  the  ordnance  department. 

****** 

By  command  of  Major-General  Dodge:  ,,■KTl:^c1 

J.  W.  BAKNES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )    Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

No.  30.  )  'S'ttiwt  Louis,  Mo.,  February  6,  1865 

******* 
5   The  Second  Missouri  Cavalry  (Merrill's  Horse)  are  relieved  from 
duty  in  this  district  to  enable  them  to  comply  with  orders  from  depart- 
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ment  lieadquarters.    They  will  march  to  morrow,  tLe  7tli  iustant,  to 
Beuton  Barracks,  and  quarters  will  be  fiiriiisbed  them  on  application 
to  Colonel  Bonneville. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Ewing: 

H.  HANNAHS, 
Major  Fiftieth  Missouri  Volunteers  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

February  6,  1865 — 5.15  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Brown, 

Bolla : 
General  Dodge  has  gone  to  Leavenworth  to  be  gone  some  ten  days. 
If  you  desire  to  visit  Saint  Louis  to  confer  with  him,  I  will  let  you  know 
when  he  returns. 

J.  W.  BARNES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southwest  Missouri, 

Springfield,  Mo.,  February  6,  1865. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Department  of  the  Missouri: 
In  making  my  semi-monthly  report  of  scouts,  &c.,  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  for  the  information  of  the  general  commanding  that  no  move- 
ments of  any  kind  have  occurred  within  this  district  since  the  date  of 
my  last  report,  and  no  additional  information  has  been  received  of  any 
movements  of  the  enemy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  SANBORN, 
Brig.  Gen.,  U.  S.  Vols.,  Comdg.  Bist.  of  Southwest  Missouri. 


Saint  Louis,  February  6,  1865 — 9.40  a.  m. 
Lieut.  W.  T.  Clarke, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
When  will  Company  I,  Forty-ninth,  be  at  Benton  Barracks'? 

J.  W.  BARNES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Macon,  February  6,  1865. 
Maj.  J.  W.  Barnes, 

Assistant  Adjutant- G < neral : 
Company  I,  Forty-ninth  Missouri  Volunteers,  will  arrive  at  Mexico 
to  morrow  night.     Will  send  them  down  immediately  on  arrival. 

W.  T.  CLARKE, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Fort  Leavenworth,  February  6,  1865. 

T.T  •     ^  ,  ^  (Received  2  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Pope: 

Colonel  Livingston  telegraphs  from  Julesburg  that  Indians  have  cut 
down  several  miles  of  telegraph  poles  and  retreated  north.    Our  troops 
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are  repairing  telegrapL  lines;  Julesburg  is  therefore  relieved.  It  was 
snrroundert  by  Indians  for  several  days  and  held  by  Captain  O'Brien 
and  one  company.  What  are  my  orders?  I  want  to  get  ready  to  obey 
promptly. 

S.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-Oeneral. 


Saint  Louis,  February  6, 1S65. 
Major-General  Curtis, 

Fort  Leavenworth: 
You  are  ordered  to  the  command  of  the  Department  of  the  North- 
west, headquarters  at  Milwaukee,  where  I  wish  to  meet  you  by  Wednes- 
day, 15tli.  General  Dodge  will  reach  Leavenworth  to-morrow  with  War 
Department  order.  Please  confer  fully  with  him  about  affairs  in  Kan- 
sas Department. 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major-Qeneral. 


Saint  Louis,  February  6, 1865. 
Major-ixeneral  Curtis, 

Fort  Leavenworth : 
General  Dodge  left  this  morning  for  Fort  Leavenworth  with  the 
orders.     General  Pope  says  you  will  take  such  staff  ofdcers  with  you 
as  you  desire.    He  will  telegraph  you  to-day. 

C.  S.  CHAELOT, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Upper  Arkansas, 

Fort  Biley,  Kans.,  February  6, 1865. 
Lieutenant  Wise, 

Second  Colorado  Cavalry: 
The  colonel  commanding  has  received  information  that  Company  D, 
Sixteenth  Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry,  now  at  Council  Grove,  Kans., 
are  in  a  partial  state  of  mutiny,  having  shot  one  of  their  oflBcers.  He 
directs  that  you  proceed  without  delay  to  Council  Grove,  investigate 
the  affair,  arresting  all  the  guilty  parties,  sending  them  to  Fort  Riley 
for  trial.  From  information  received  at  these  headquarters  the  captain 
and  nearly  the  whole  company  are  implicated.  Therefore,  if  necessary, 
arrest  the  whole  company  and  the  captain,  taking  with  you  suflScient 
men  to  carry  out  these  instructions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  TAPPAN, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  District  of  Colorado, 

No.  10.  )  Bem^er,  February  6, 1865. 

I.  In  view  of  the  threatening  attitude  of  the  Plains  Indians  and  the 
ravages  they  are  committing  on  the  citizens  and  Territory,  as  also  the 
cutting  off  of  our  lines  of  communication,  the  scarcity  of  troops  in  this 
district,  and  the  impracticability  of  expecting  re-enforcements  from  the 
General  Government  until  the  opening  of  spring,  I  respectfully  call 
upon  your  honor,  as  the  acting  chief  executive  of  this  Territory,  for  365 
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mounted  men  for  ninety  days'  service,  unless  sooner  discharged,  in 
companies  of  sixty,  under  a  competent  field  officer,  to  open  the  Over- 
land route  as  far  as  Julegburs,  and  keep  the  same  open,  that  business 
may  run  on  in  the  usual  channel,  and  that  the  firesides  and  lives  of 
this  people  may  be  spared  from  the  merciless  visitations  of  the  inhu- 
man savages  who  swear  eternal  vengeance  on  all  white  men. 

II.  To  insure  a  prompt  response  to  your  call,  and  that  all  classes  of 
men  may  feel  the  in  portance'of  this  step,  and  the  imperative  necessity 
which  demands  such  action  martial  law  is  hereby  proclaimed  through- 
out this  district,  to  take  effect  on  the  8th  instant,  and  all  labor  a-nd  busi- 
ness is  suspended  until  the  number  of  men  called  for  be  organized  and 
placed  under  my  command,  to  operate  in  conjunction  with  the  troops 
now  holding  the  Indians  in  check.  Each  man  should  come  provided 
with  a  horse,  at  least  two  blankets,  and,  if  possible,  a  revolver.  All 
other  arms  and  accouterments,  including  saddles  and  bridles,  camp 
equipage,  forage,  rations,  ammunition,  &c.,  I  will  issue  in  behalf  of  the 
Government. 

III.  While  I  regret  the  existence  of  a  state  of  affairs  which  demands 
action  of  this  kind,  I  earnestly  call  upon  all  men  to  drop  private  ani- 
mosities and  strife  and  join  hands  together  in  a  work  of  humanity  which 
will  redound  to  the  honor  and  glory  of  Colorado.  If  horses  cannot  be 
procured  voluntarily  I  will  be  compelled  to  press  them  into  service 
wherever  found.  Horses  furnished  for  service  will  be  appraised  by  a 
board  hereinafter  appointed,  who  will  give  the  owner  a  certificate  of 
appraisement,  so  that  in  case  of  loss  or  injury  remuneration  may  be 
claimed  and  obtained. 

IV.  As  soon  as  a  county  has  furnished  the  quota  of  men  and  horses 
apportioned  by  the  acting  chief  executive,  martial  law  will  be  sus- 
pended in  that  county  and  business  again  resumed. 

V.  The  assistant  provost-marshal-general  of  the  district  will  take 
such  steps  as  will  insure  a  faithful  execution  of  this  order.  To  him  and 
such  deputies  as  he  may  appoint  is  intrusted  the  work  of  seeing  that 
all  houses  of  business,  drinking  saloons,  places  of  amusement,  &c.,  be 
kept  closed,  except  between  the  hours  of  2  and  3  each  afternoon;  this 
refers  only  to  merchandising.  Drug  stores,  eating  saloons,  hotels, 
butcher  stalls,  and  bakeries  will  be  allowed  to  continue  their  business, 
but  saloons  of  hotels  must  be  kept  closed  until  martial  law  is  sus- 
pended and  the  civil  oflicers  again  invited  to  resume  their  duties. 

VI.  The  following  are  the  oflicers  and  citizens  appointed  to  appraise 
the  horses  furnished  for  service  under  paragraph  III  of  this  order: 
1.  Oapt.  C.  L.  Gorton,  assistant  quartermaster,  U.  S.  Volunteers;  2. 
Mr.  W.  G.  Long,  master  of  transportation.  Denver;  3.  Mr.  John  Cree, 
Denver  City. 

T.  MOONLIGHT, 
Colonel  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  Commanding. 


Washington,  D.  C,  February  7,  1865. 
(Via  New  York  and  Cairo.     Keceived  13th.) 
Major-Geueral  Canby, 

New  Orleans: 
The  Secretary  of  War  wishes  you  to  give  to  General  A.  J.  Smith's 
command,  with  such  troops  as  you  may  see  fit  to  add,  the  designation 
of  an  army  corps.    Numbers  thirteen  and  sixteen  are  vacant.     Tele- 
graph the  organization  for  confirmation  by  the  President. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqks.  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

No.  38.  5  New  Orleans,  La.,  February  7,  1865. 


* 


3.  The  Sixth  Minnesota  Infantry  Volunteers  is  hereby  permanently 
assigned  to  the  Department  of  the  Gulf.    The  commanding  officer  will 
report  accordingly  without  delay. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Geu.  E.  E.  S.  Canby: 

C.  T.  CHKISTBFSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Office  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  February  7,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  information  received  at  this  office  this  7th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 18G5:  A  rei)ort  from  Lieut.  William  Argo,  Sedalia,  Mo.,  January 
24,  1865,  states  that  the  opinion  prevails  in  Missouri  that  the  greater 
part  of  the  conscripts  of  Price's  army  will  return  to  Missouri  as  bush- 
whackers during  the  coming  season.  A  report  from  Lieut.  G.  W. 
Daskam,  Port  Hudson,  La.,  February  4, 1865,  states  that  Captain  Prime, 
with  a  force  of  250  Confederate  troops,  is  located  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  False  River.  Several  organizn,tions  known  as  independent 
scouts  also  exist  in  that  region.  It  is  rumored  that  Colonel  Powers 
with  800  men  is  near  Clinton.  Capt.  L.  E.  Whybark,  Salem,  Mo.,  under 
date  of  January  24,  reports  that  Col.  T.  E.  Freeman,  commanding  bri- 
gade in  Northern  Arkansas,  has  disbanded  his  troops  to  concentrate 
them  again  in  April.  These  men  are  scattered  in  small  squads  in  the 
vicinity  of  Batesville  and  Spring  River,  Ark.,  and  along  the  State  line, 
robbing  Union  citizens.  Lieut.  J.  M.  Reeds,  Hannibal,  Mo.,  states, 
under  date  of  January  24,  that  he  is  satisfied  the  rebels  are  preparing 
to  make  a  raid  into  Missouri  during  the  coming  summer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  M.  EATON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi. 


General  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  First  Div., 

\  •  Reserve  Corps, 

No.  1.  )  Kenner,  La.,  February  7,  1865. 

I.  In  obedience  to  orders  of  Ma.].  Gen.  P.  Steele,  of  date  February 
4,  1865,  I  hereby  assume  command  of  the  Third  Brigade,  First  Divis- 
ion, Reserve  Corps,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi,  consisting 
of  the  Twenty-third  Wisconsin  Infantry  Volunteers,  Twenty-ninth  Illi- 
nois Veteran  Infantry  Volunteers,  One  hundred  and  sixty-lirst  New 
York  Infantry  Volunteers,  and  Thirtieth  Missouri  Infantry  Volunteers. 
Reports  and  returns  required  by  existing  orders  and  regulations  will 
be  made  to  these  headquarters. 

II.  First  Lieut.  I.  S.  Armstrong,  Company  H,  Twenty-ninth  Illinois 
Infantry,  is  announced  as  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  and  will 

be  respected  accordingly. 

^  LORBN  KENT, 

Colonel  Twenty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry  Veteran  Volunteers. 
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Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

New  Orleans.,  February  7, 1865. 
Brigadier-General  Cameron, 

Thibodeaitx  : 
Your  telegram  of  yesterday  p.  m.  is  received.  General  Sherman 
directs  that  you  order  pickets  stationed  at  such  points  as  will  intercept 
and  give  information  of  the  passage  of  the  enemy.  The  post  com- 
mander at  Napoleonville  should  be  the  best -judge  of  what  particular 
points  to  oc/cupy,  but  from  your  telegram  it  is  evident  that  the  passage 
can  be  easily  watched.  Eeport  as  soon  as  practicable  the  action  taken 
in  this  case. 

FKEDEEIC  SPEED, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Thibodeaux,  La.,  February  7, 1865. 
Major  Davis, 

Napoleonville  : 
You  will  arrange  your  pickets  in  such  a  manner  as  will  prevent  the 
enemy  from  crossing  the  canal  in  your  vicinity  without  your  knowledge. 
You  will  report  your  action  in  this  matter  to  these  headquarters. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  E.  A.  Cameron : 

B.  B.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Thibodeaux,  La.,  February  7, 1865. 
Major  Davis, 

Nupoleonville : 
The  general  commanding  desires  to  know  how  many  bridges  there 
are  across  the  canal  running  from  Bayou  La  Fourche  to  Lake  Verret. 
Would  the  destruction  of  these  bridges  prevent  the  rebels  from  cross- 
ing with  cavalry? 

B.  B.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Department  of  Arkansas, 

No.  34.  S  Little  Bode,  Arlc,  February  7,  1865. 

3.  The  Twenty-second  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  Battalion  are  relieved 
from  duty  with  the  pontoon  battalion,  and  will  be  reported  without 
delay  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Third  Division,  Seventh  Army 
Corps,  at  Fort  Smith,  for  duty.  The  quartermaster's  department  will 
furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Keynolds  : 

JOHN  LEVERING, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Pine  Bluff,  February  7, 1865. 
Brigadier-General  West: 

The  First  Iowa  is  still  here  awaiting  orders. 

POWELL  CLAYTON, 

Brigadier -General. 
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Hdqrs.  Frontier  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Fort  Smith,  February  7,  1865. 
Maj.  John  Levering, 

Assistant  Adjntant- General,  Department  of  Arkansas: 
Sir  :  I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  is 
a  large  number  of  persons  at  this  post  entirely  destitute  of  the  means  of 
living  and  to  whom  the  refugee  rations  are  issued  by  the  post  commis- 
sary. There  are  also  many  families  here  who  have  the  means  to  pur- 
chase, but  there  is  nothing  here  in  the  way  of  breadstufifs  outside  of  the 
commissary.  Frequent  applications  are  made  to  purchase  at  the  com- 
missary, which,  of  course,  cannot  be  granted.  There  is  great  suffering 
among  these  people.  I  send  off  the  destitute  as  fast  as  there  is  trans- 
portation. I  would  request  that  some  instructions  be  given  in  regard 
to  the  matter. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHK  M.  THAYEE, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Frontier  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  February  7,  1865. 
Col.  W.  A.  Phillips, 

Commanding  Indian  Brigade: 
Sir:  a  train  of  eight  teams  will  start  from  here  to  morrow  morning 
for  Mackey's  Lick,  loaded  with  flour  for  your  command.  These  are  all 
the  teams  that  can  possibly  be  spared.  Our  transportation  is  very 
short,  nearly  all  having  gone  to  Little  Rock.  Have  the  teams  loaded 
with  salt  and  return  here  without  delay.  Can  you  send  any  teams  here 
for  subsistence? 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  M.  THATEE, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  District  of  Vicksburg, 

No.  34.  V  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  February  7,  1865. 

•  *##»#* 

III.  Extract  II,  Special  Orders,  No.  33,  current  series,  from  these  head- 
quarters is  amended  as  follows:  Instead  of  the  Second  Brigade,  First 
Division,  U,  S.  Colored  I'roops,  and  Forty-ninth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry, 
the  following-named  regiments  will  proceed  to  New  Orleans  under 
command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hawkins:  Forty-seventh  U.  S.  Colored 
Infantry,  Forty-eighth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  Fiftieth  U.  S.  Colored 
Infantry,  Fifty-first  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry. 

Bv  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  C,  C.  Washburn : 

W.  H.  MOEGAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  1st  Div.,  U.  S.  Colored  Troops, 

No.  12.  )  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  February  7,  1865. 

I.  Col.  F,  M.  Crandal,  commanding  First  Brigade,  will  hold  the  Forty- 
eighth  and  Fifty-first  Eegiments  U.  S,  Colored  Infantry  in  readiness  to 
embark  on  transports  for  New  Orleans  at  a  moment's  notice.  They  will 
take  their  camp  and  garrison  equipage  and  four  days'  rations. 
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II.  Col.  H.  Scofield,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  will  cause  one  reg- 
iment of  bis  command  to  embark  at  sunrise  to-morrow  on  the  steamer 
Tycoon,  with  their  camp  and  garrison  equipage  and  transportation,  and 
proceed  to  New  Orleans.  Arriving  at  New  Orleans,  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  regiment  will  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  E.  E.  S.  Oanby,  com- 
manding Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi,  for  orders. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hawkins: 

SAML.  B.  FERGUSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )   Headquarters  Second  Division, 

\       Detach.  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
No.  22.  )  Uasfport,  Miss.,  February  8,  1865. 

The  following  are  the  boats  assigned  to  this  division:  Division  head- 
quarters, John  Kilgore;  First  Brigade,  Peerless,  Izetta,  Anglo-Saxon, 
Reserve;  Second  Brigade,  Tarascon,  Groesbeck;  Third  Brigade,  Saint 
Patrick,  Metropolitan,  Des  Moines,  Huntsville.  On  signal  of  one  long 
whistle  from  division  headquarters  boat,  the  transports  conveying  the 
troops  of  this  command  will  move  out  into  the  stream  at  8  a.  m.  to-mor- 
row, February  9,  1865,  in  the  named  order.  Orders  will  be  communi- 
cated by  the  usual  signals. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  K.  Garrard : 

JAS.  B.  COMSTOCK, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Foet  Leavenworth,  February  7, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope,  Saint  Louis: 
I  arrived  here  this  evening;  will  take  command  in  morning. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major- General. 

Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  38.  ]  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  February  7,  1865. 

*****  #  # 

5.  The  Forty-ninth  Missouri  Volunteers,  Col.  D.  P.  Dyer  command- 
ing, will  proceed  without  delay  by  steamer  to  New  Orleans,  La.,  and 
report  to  Maj.  Gen.  E.  K.  S.  Canby,  commanding  Military  Division  of 
West  Mississippi.  No  transportation  or  extra  baggage  will  be  taken 
with  the  regiment.  The  quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  the 
necessary  transportation  for  the  moving  of  the  regiment. 

***♦*•# 
By  command  of  Major-General  Dodge: 

J.  W.  BARNES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Warrensburg,  February  7, 1865. 
(Received  10.20  a.  m.  8th.) 
Major-General  Dodge: 

Have  had  heavy  scouts  through  La  Fayette  County  foi-  five  days. 
They  killed  bushwhacker  N.  B.  Mitchell  and  wounded  four  or  five 
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others.  Oaptaied  eight  of  their  horses,  equipments,  and  two  Sharps 
carbines  and  one  revolver.  Tbey  scoured  the  country  thoroughly  and 
broke  up  two  important  guerrilla  haunts.  Families  who  harbored 
bushmen  were  discovered.    A  special  report  will  be  made  in  their  case. 

JNO.  F.  PHILIPS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  District 


State  op  Kansas,  Executive  Department, 

,,  .      „  ,  ^  Topeka,  February  7,  1865. 

Major-General  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  Kansas  : 

General:  I  have  just  met  a  delegation  from  Southwestern  Kansas, 
who  present  a  bad  condition  of  affairs  in  that  locality.  The  same  party 
communicates  to  you  a  full  statement  of  facts  as  represented  to  me, 
111  consideration  of  which,  general,  I  have  the  honor  to  address  you 
this  communication.  In  my  opinion,  the  whole  difflculty  arises  from 
the  cattle  stealing  carried  on  in  the  Indian  country  south  of  that  local- 
ity by  parties  who  claim  to  have  permits  or  passes  from  the  military 
authorities  or  Indian  agents  for  that  purpose.  I  believe  that  by  send- 
ing a  small  force,  commanded  by  an  officer  of  undoubted  character,  to 
that  locality  with  instructions  to  arrest  all  parties  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness and  by  revoking  all  permits  and  passes  given  to  parties  either  by 
Indian  agents  or  ofBcers  in  the  army  it  would  remedy  existing  difacul- 
ties  and  prevent  future  trouble  in  that  locality. 

I  have  the  honor,  general,  as  ever,  to  remain,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

S.  J.  CEAWFOED. 


General  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Department  of  Kansas, 

No.  11.  I       Fort  Leavemcorth,  Kans.,  February  7,  1865. 

The  following,  just  received,  is  published  for  the  information  of  this 
department:*  Pursuant  to  the  foregoing  orders  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, which  attaches  the  Department  of  Kansas  to  that  of  the  Missouri 
and  transfers  Major-General  Curtis  to  the  Department  of  the  North- 
west, the  general  relinquishes  this  command  and  directs  all  officers  and 
soldiers  heretofore  belonging  to  this  department  to  report  to  Maj.  Gen. 
G.  M.  Dodge,  commander  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  head- 
quarters at  this  place.  In  parting  with  the  officers,  soldiers,  and  citi- 
zens with  whom  he  has  been  associated  for  over  a  year  of  thrilling 
interest  to  our  country,  the  general  desires  to  tender  them  his  hearty 
thanks  for  their  cordial  obedience  and  hearty  co-operation  in  carrying 
out  the  orders  and  duties  incident  to  the  trials  of  the  times  we  have 
shared  together.  He  will  remember  with  gratitude  his  cordial  recep- 
tion and  the  many  distinguished  expressions  of  approbation  he  has 
received.  The  organization  of  a  division  of  two  departments  will  secure 
a  convenient  concentration  of  forces,  which  will  more  efi'ectually  suppress 
Indian  hostilities,  and  the  general  therefore  congratulates  the  depart- 
ment in  the  peace  and  quiet  prosperity  generally  prevailing  in  the 
department  and  the  frontier  settlements  in  a  prospect  of  greater  security 
from  savage  barbarities.  The  new  commanders  associated  and  suc- 
ceeding in  the  new  organizations  are  distinguished  for  their  gallantry 

*  See  General  Orders,  No.  11,  p.  686. 
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in  many  fields,  and  for  their  zeal  and  energy  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
war  against  the  present  languishing  but  persistent  rebellion,  and  he 
asks  for  them  the  same  cordial  and  kind  exertions  to  sustain  them  that 
has  heretofore  distinguished  the  soldiers  and  citizens  of  this  command. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Curtis: 

C.  S.  CHAELOT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Colorado, 

Denver,  Colo.  Ter.,  February  7,  1865. 
Capt.  W.  H.  Evans, 

Eleventh  Ohio  Cavalry,  Gomdg.  Camp  Collins,  Colo.  Ter.: 

Sir:  J  have  found  it  necessary  to  proclaim  martial  law  in  this  dis- 
trict to  enable  me  to  raise  men  and  horses  to  go  out  and  open  the  Over- 
land road.  It  will  be  pretty  difiScult  to  obtain  the  number  of  horses, 
and  I  understand  that  there  are  a  good  many  iu  your  section  of  country. 
I  therefore  respectfully  request  tliat  you  press  into  service  and  send 
down  here  with  their  owners  from  thirty  to  fifty  ht)rses  fit  for  service. 
They  will  be  received  under  General  Orders,  No.  10,  from  these  head- 
quarters. This  is  merely  a  loan  of  horses  for  ninety  days,  unless  sooner 
discharged,  and  is  a  work  of  necessity  for  the  salvation  of  this  country. 
I  shall  look  for  the  horses  in  a  few  days. 
Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  MOONLIGHT, 
Colonel  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Minnesota,  Deft,  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  Febrtiary  7,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope, 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  Northwest,  Mihcaulcee,  Wis.: 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  your  dispatches  of  the 
1st  and  2d  instant  have  been  duly  received.  A  copy  of  your  instruc- 
tions relating  to  those  Indians  who  liave  surrendered  or  may  here- 
after surrender  to  the  military  authorities  will  be  immediately  sent  to  the 
commandants  of  sub-districts  and  of  Fort  Wadsworth  for  their  gov- 
ernment. As  to  the  line  of  posts  indicated  by  you,  and  with  respect  to 
which  you  direct  nie  to  make  suggestions,  I  beg 'leave  to  state  that  I  had 
already  arranged  a  programme  for  extending^the  defenses  of  the  Min- 
nesota frontier  westward,  so  as  to  cover  the  extreme  settlements ;  that 
is  to  say,  from  a  point  in  Jackson  County  near  Spirit  Lake  west  of  north 
in  as  direct  a  line  as  practicable  to  the  falls  of  the  Redwood  River 
and  thence  crossing  the  Minnesota  River  iu  the  direction  of  Alexan- 
dria, Station,  on  the  Abercrombie  route,  passii>g  west  of  Lakes  Kandi- 
yohi, Eagle,  and  Johanna.  This  plan  would  enable  me  to  multiply 
the  stations,  as,  being  less  exposed  to  formidable  attack,  a  much 
smaller  force  could  safely  be  stationed  at  each  than  it  would  be  proper 
to  place  at  the  posts  specified  in  your  dispatch.  The  expense  of  sup- 
plyuig  the  inner  line  would  be  very  much  less  than  the  other,  and  the 
remote  settlers  Avould  feel  greater  security  if  they  knew  military  aid 
Avas  at  hand  in  case  of  the  appearance  of  hostile  savages  in  their 
midst.  There  is  already  a  station  midway  between  Forts  Abercrombie 
and  Wadsworth,  held  by  a  detachment  of  the  Independent  Battalion 
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wLich  I  propose  to  continue  during  the  coming  season.  With  the 
force  which  will  be  stationed  at  the  two  forts  co-operating  with  the 
troops  at  the  midway  post  and  keeping  up  regular,  strong  patrol  duty 
and  the  aid  of  the  friendly  Indians  as  scouts  at  the  camp  on  the  James 
Eiver,  there  will  be  an  additional  guard  to  the  Minnesota  and  Iowa 
northwestern  border  against  the  raids  of  the  hostile  Sioux,  thus  afford- 
ing double  protection.  You  are  aware  that  there  is  still  a  large  hostile 
party  among  the  Sioux  Indians  north  of  the  Missouri,  which  must  be 
eliminated  before  we  can  have  a  permanent  peace.  The  force  directed 
by  you  to  be  dispatched  to  Devil's  Lake  can  be  made  available  for  the 
destruction  of  this  body,  if  they  stiould  encamp  at  the  Dog's  Lodge,  as 
they  did  last  summer.  Their  retreat  to  British  territory  may  in  such 
case  be  cut  off.  If  a  destructive  blow  can  be  dealt  to  this  hostile  camp 
composed  of  600  or  700  warriors  and  their  families,  I  have  full  faith 
that  the  other  bands  will  be  glad  to  return  to  their  old  relations  with 
the  Government.  1  have  had  the  honor  to  represent  to  you  frequently 
that  no  dependence  can  be  placed  upon  the  apparent  friendship  of  the 
Chippewa  bands,  and  I  deem  it  necessary,  therefore,  to  keep  as  strong  a 
force  at  Fort  Kipley  and  at  one  or  two  points  on  the  Chippewa  border 
east  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver  as  can  be  spared  from  the  more  exposed 
frontier.  I  have  good  reason  to  apprehend  that  a  withdrawal  of  our 
troops  from  their  neighborhood  would  be  followed  in  less  than  six 
months  by  serious  trouble  with  the  Chippewas,  if  not  open  warfare. 
Should  the  suggestions  I  have  made  meet  with  your  approbation  I  will 
proceed  to  carry  them  out  as  early  as  the  season  Avill  admit.  The  com- 
mand for  Devil's  Lake  will  also  be  dispatched  as  soon  as  the  grass  wiU 
be  sufficiently  grown  to  subsist  the  animals. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H,  SIBLEY, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Iowa, 

Dubuque,  February  7,  1865. 

Assistant  Ad.iutant-General, 

Department  of  the  Northwest : 
Sir  :  Your  communication  of  February  3,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter 
of  instructions  to  General  Sibley  in  regard  to  the  establishing  of  a  line 
of  posts  in  his  district,  and  directing  me  to  establish  a  line  from  Spirit 
Lake  or  Shete'k  Lake  to  the  Missouri,  has  been  received.  It  was  my 
intention  to  have  made  a  suggestion  very  similar  to  this,  as  far  as 
regards  my  district,  before  I  received  the  general's  communication.  I 
propose  to  post  one  company  at  the  Big  Sioux  Falls,  which  is  on  the 
Big  Sioux  Kiver,  due  west  from  the  southwest  corner  of  Minnesota,  and 
another  post  on  the  James  Eiver,  south  of  the  Fire  Steel  Creek.  By 
patrolling  from  Crow  Creek,  where  I  have  already  a  post,  to  the  Big 
Sioux  Falls,  a  distance  of  130  miles,  the  settlements  in  the  Territory  of 
Dakota  would  be  protected  from  any  incursions  of  the  Indians  from  the 
north.  There  are  no  settlements  of  whites  in  the  Territory  except  close 
to  the  Missouri  Eiver,  a  few  scattering  settlers  about  thirty  miles  up 
the  Big  Sioux,  and  none  up  the  Missouri  much  higher  than  Fort  Eandall. 
In  fact,  taking  the  forty-third  parallel  of  latitude  as  a  boundary,  there 
are  not  over  three  or  four  white  settlers  north  of  it.  Such  also  is  about 
the  case  in  Northwestern  Iowa,  with  the  exception  of  Spirit  Lake  and 
the  head  of  the  Little  Sioux  Eiver,  at  both  of  which  places  I  have  troops 
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now  stationed.  I  was  going  to  suggest  to  the  general  the  propriety  of 
my  giving  up  these  posts  next  spring.  Troops  at  the  Big  Sioux  Falls, 
communicating  with  Lake  Shetek,  ought  to  be  protection  enough  to 
all  settlers.  The  country  between  the  ISig  Sioux  Falls  and  Spirit  Lake 
is  a  high,  rolling  prairie,  devoid  of  timber,  and  almost  100  miles  across. 
There  is  no  point  on  this  line  where  you  could  establish  a  post.  I  have 
been  at  Lake  Shetek  and  also  at  Lake  Benton.  If  I  recollect  rightly, 
Benton  is  a  much  more  eligible  point  for  a  post  than  Lake  Shetek,  on 
account  of  timber.  If  the  positions  of  the  two  posts  at  Big  Sioux  Falls 
and  Fire  Steel  Creek  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  major-general  com- 
manding the  department,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  it  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, that  I  may  make  the  necessary  arrangements  to  locate  them  early 
in  spring.  I  would  again  request  permission  to  alter  the  shape  of  Fort 
Randall.  The  buildings,  storehouses,  stables,  &c.,  are  so  scattered  it 
takes  a  guard  of  about  forty-five  men  to  post  the  necessary  sentinels. 
It  is  moie  like  a  village  than  a  military  post. 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALF.  SULLY, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Special  Oedees,  )  Hdqes.  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

No:  29.  I  City  Point,  Va.,  February  8,  1865. 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  B.  H.  Grierson,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  report  in  per- 
son without  delay  to  these  headquarters  for  orders. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant- General  Grant: 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Ordeks,  )    Hdqes.  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

No.  39.  (  New  Orleans,  La.,  Februarg  8,  1865. 

4.  Brig.  Gen.  James  E.  Slack,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  assigned 
to  the  command  of  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  of  the  Reserve 
Corps,  and  will  report  accordingly  without  delay  to  Maj.  Gen,  Gordon 
Granger,  at  Fort  Gaines,  Ala. 

5.  The  First  Louisiana  Cavalry,  the  Second  Illinois  Cavalry,  the 
Second  New  York  Cavalry,  and  the  Thirty-first  Massachusetts  Mounted 
Infantry  are  hereby  formed  into  a  separate  brigade,  and  Brig.  Gen. 
Thomas  J.  Lucas,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
came.  The  regimental  commanders  will  report  at  once  by  letter 
through  these  headquarters  to  General  Lucas,  and  the  troops  will  be 
held  in  readiness  to  move  upon  short  notice.  They  will  be  armed  with 
Sharps  carbine  and  the  saber,  but  only  the  non-commissioned  officers 
will  be  permitted  to  carry  the  revolver.  All  other  arms,  of  whatsoever 
descriptioij,  will  be  turned  in  to  the  ordnance  department. 

******* 
8.  Capt.  Frank  Eno,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  volunteers    is 
hereby  relieved  from  duty  at  headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri 
and  will  proceed  to  this  city  and  report  to  the  assistant  acUutant- 
general  of  the  division  for  assignment  to  other  duty. 

•  ***#«* 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  11.  S.  Canby : 

C.  T.  CHRISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Office  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  February  8,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi: 
Colonel  :  I  have  tlie  houor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  information  received  at  this  oflBce  this  8th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1865:  J.  C.  Stanley  left  Galveston,  Tex.,  in  November,  1864,  and 
Houston,  Tex.,  December  13, 1864;  crossed  the  Rio  Grande  December 
25, 1864.  He  had  been  acting  master  on  the  Harriet  Lane,  Bayou  City, 
and  Island  City.  He  states  that  Fort  Jackson,  on  Pelican  Island,  has 
five  guns — three  casemate  32-pounders,  one  en  barbette  8-inch,  and  one 
en  barbette  32-pounder.  Fort  Point  has  seven  guns — four  guns  case- 
mate, one  8-inch,  two  32-pounders,  oneParrott  rifle;  three  guns  en  bar- 
bette— one  32-pounder,  two  rifles,  made  from  the  shaft  of  the  gun-boat 
Westfleld.  Fort  Magruder  has  five  guns — one  11-inch,  two  32-pounders, 
two  24-pounders.  South  Battery  has  six  guns,  as  he  thinks — two  rifled 
32-pounders,  one  8-inch  smooth-bore;  caliber  of  others  unknown,  prob- 
ably 24-pounders.  Eedoubt  No.  1  has  three  guns — two  32-pounder8, 
one  24-pounder.  Redoubt  No.  2  has  two  guns — one  8-inch,  one  32- 
pouuder.  Two  other  works  are  going  up  near  the  railroad,  one  mile 
and  a  quarter  and  one  mile  and  a  half  from  the  east  end  of  the  railroad 
bridge,  intended  to  mount  three  guns  each;  there  are  two  light  bat- 
teries, each  of  four  guns.  Informant  estimates  the  total  number  of 
troops  at  Galveston  at  2,800 ;  the  greater  part  of  the  mounted  troops 
have  been  dismounted  on  account  of  scarcity  of  forage;  states  there 
is  only  one  gun-boat  at  Galveston,  the  Bayou  City,  mounting  three 
guns,  one  rifled  and  two  howitzers.  He  thinks  the  Diana  has  been  dis- 
armed. At  Brazos  is  the  John  F.  Carr,  two  guns;  at  Sabine  Pass  is 
the  Josiah  H.  Bell,  three  guns.  The  obstructions  in  Galveston  Bay  are 
placed  at  eg.ch  end  of  Pelican  Spit,  and  consist  of  spiles  and  torpedoes. 
Informant  understands  the  positions  of  torpedoes.  A  communication 
from  Maj.  George  Webster,  Pass  Manchac,  La.,  February  6,  states  it  is 
rumored  a  Confederate  force  of  400  or  500  has  entered  East  Louisiana 
near  the  Tangipahoa  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  deserters  from  the 
rebel  army. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  M.  EATON, 

Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  Mil.  Biv.  of  West  Mississippi. 


Special  Orders,  )    War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  62.  )  Washington,  February  8,  1865. 

34.  By  direction  of  the  President  the  following-named  officers  are 
hereby  relieved  from  duty  with  the  Seventh  Army  Corps,  with  rank  and 
pay  of  lieutenant-colonel,  by  assignment,  under  act  of  July  17,  1862,  to 
take  eflect  February  6, 1865 :  Maj.  William  D.  Green,  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  U.  S.  Volunteers;  Capt.  George  O.  Sokalski,  Second  U.  S. 
Cavalry. 

35.  By  direction  of  the  President  Maj.  John  Levering,^  assistant 
adjutant-general,  TJ.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  assigned  to  du%  with  the 
Seventh  Army  Corps  and  the  Department  of  Arkausas  as  assistant 
adjutant-general,  with  the  rank  and  pay  of  lieutenant  colonel,  under 
act  of  July  17,  1862. 
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44.  By  direction  of  the  President  the  following  transfers  are  hereby 
made  from  the  staff  of  the  Nineteenth  Army  Corps  to  the  staff  of  the 
Seventh  Army  Corps  and  Department  of  Arkansas:  Maj.  Edmund  C. 
Bainbridge,  aide-de-camp;  Maj.  Seth  C.  Farrington,  judge-advocate. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )       Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

No.  7.  \  New  Orleans,  February  8,  1865. 

The  following  orders  are  prescribed  to  be  obeyed  within  this  command 
in  relation  to  the  leasing  and  registering  of  plantations  and  the  hiring 
and  control  of  freedmen : 

First.  All  colonies,  plantations,  or  other  industrial  establishments 
leased,  registered,  or  permitted  under  Treasury  Kegulations  of  Febru- 
ary 1, 1865,  will  be  reported  to  these  headquarters  for  approval  and  will 
not  be  recognized  as  valid  until  the  department  commander  shall  indorse 
his  approval  thereou. 

Second.  Plantations  in  interior  localities  in  this  department,  which 
shall  be  leased  or  registered  under  said  regaiations,  will  be  regarded  as 
within  the  range  of  military  supervision  and  control  as  long  as  quiet 
and  peace  shall  be  maintained  in  the  neighborhood  where  they  are  situ- 
ated. This  provision  will  only  extend  to  plantations  so  leased  or  regis- 
tered, and  to  them  only  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  then^  to  receive 
necessary  supplies  for  their  own  plantation  use,  and  bringing  in  their 
products,  and  will  be  discontinued  in  any  region  where  the  inhabitants 
give  countenance  or  protection  to  smugglers  or  irregular  partisans,  or 
upon  any  other  misconduct  in  such  neighborhoods.  And  it  will  be  dis- 
tinctly understood  that  all  favors  under  this  paragraph  are'  contingent 
upon  the  preservation  of  peace  and  good  order. 

Third.  All  plantations  within  the  lines  of  actual  occupation  belong- 
ing to  private  persons  must  be  registered  by  the  owner,  or  some  person 
lawfully  authorized  by  such  owner,  prior  to  being  leased,  and  the  entire 
interest  both  of  the  landlord  and  tenant  will  be  held  responsible  for  the 
payment  of  the  portion  due  the '  United  States  under  paragraph  5  of 
regulations  concerning  the  employment  of  freedmen,  and  the  mode  of 
payment  of  said  portion  must  be  specified  in  such  lease,  a  certified 
copy  of  which  must  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  supervising  special 
agent  at  New  Orleans.  Leases  granted  prior  to  the  publication  of  this 
order  will  be  modified  to  conform  therewith  and  recorded  as  above. 

Fourth.  Thomas  W.  Conway,  general  superintendent  of  freedmen  for 
this  department,  will  without  delay  take  the  necessary  measures  to 
have  the  freedmen  heretofore  employed  under  General  Orders,  No.  23, 
series  1864,  and  other  orders  issued  during  that  year  in  relation  to 
laborers,  hereafter  employed  io  accordance  with  Treasury  Regulations. 

Fifth.  All  freedmen  able  to  work  now  supported  at  Government 
expense  will  be  required  to  find  immediate  employment  and  support  for 
themselves.    The  helpless  will  be  provided  for  under  said  regulations. 

Sixth.  Assistant  provost-marshals  in  parishes  are  required  to  carry 
intoeffect'the  provisions  of  said  regulations  in  relation  to  freedmen 
until  relieved  of  this  duty  by  assistant  superintendents  properly 
appointed,  and  will  render  to  Superintendent  Conway  all  assistance 
required  by  him. 
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Seventh.  Until  provision  is  made  by  the  Treasury  Department  for 
the  better  support  of  freedmen,  requisitions  will  be  made  for  supplies 
for  the  freedmen  in. colonies  and  hospitals.  Such  requisitions  will  be 
examined  and  approved  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  nearest  post 
or  district,  and  all  supplies  thus  drawn  will  be  charged  to  the  Treasury 
Department  to  be  hereafter  reimbursed. 

Eighth.  The  following  places  are  designated  as  home  farms  and  colo- 
nies: The  Eost  &  McCutcheon  ])lautatioiis,  Saint  Charles  Parish;  the 
McHatton  plantation,  near  Baton  Kouge;  the  Bragg  plantation,  in 
Thibodeaux,  parish  of  La  Fourche. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Hurlbut: 

GEORGE  B.  DRAKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Kenneeville,  February  8,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  Steele: 

(Care  of  Lieut.  Col.  0.  T.  Christensen,  assistant  adjutant-general.) 
The  Ninety-sixth  Ohio,  of  Colonel  Black's  brigade,  has  just  arrived 
from  mouth  of  White  River. 

JNO.  F.  LACEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Kenneeville,  February  <S,  1865. 

(Received  2.15  p.  m.) 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Assistant  Adjutant -General: 

The  batteries  designated  for  embarkation  are  the  Fourtli  Massa- 
chusetts and  the  Seventh  Massachusetts. 
Respectfully, 

JOHN  F.  LACEY, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  TJ.  S-  Forces, 

Kenner,  La.,  February  8,  1865. 
Col.  L.  Kent, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade,  First  Division  : 
Colonel:  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  inform 
you  that  the  vessels  ordered  to  carry  your  brigade  to  Mobile  Point  have 
been  ordered  to  carry  instead  two  batteries  of  light  artillery.  The 
third  steamer  will  probably  be  assigned  to  carry  the  remnants  of  the 
First  Brigade. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  F.  LACEY, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


La  Fourohe  District, 

Thibodeaux,  La.,  February  8,  1865. 
Capt.  Frederic  Speed, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Defenses  of  New  Orleans: 
A  careful  study  of  the  topography  of  the  country  on  my  front  leads 
me  to  believe  that  there  is  but  one  way  of  getting  rid  of  the  guerrillas 
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who  infest  and  in  fact  bold  almost  undisputed  possession  of  the  coun- 
try from  the  La  Fourche  to  Grand  Lake.  If  we  pursue  them  with  cav- 
alry they  take  to  their  canoes  and  small  boats.  If  we  undertake  to  cut 
them  off  with  a  giin-boat  they  run  into  a  chain  of  smaller  bayous  where 
a  gun-boat  cannot  follow  them.  The  only  plan  left  by  which  we  can 
insure  success  is  to  gather  together  what  small  boats  we  can  at  Bayou 
Boeuf  and  build  enough  more  to  carry,  if  need  be,  a  force  of  125  picked 
men,  and  then  pursue  and  fight  them  in  their  own  way.  In  this  they 
may  at  first  have  the  advantage  of  experience,  but  we  would  at  once 
have  the  advantage  in  situation;  for  if  we  overpowered  them  in  num- 
bers they  would  be  obliged  to  retreat  by  the  way  of  Grand  Eiver, 
where  we  could  have  a  gun-boat  stationed  at  Micheltre's  place,  which 
would  cut  them  off;  or  should  they  try  Grand  Lake  as  a  line  of  retreat 
they  would  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  navy  there.  I  have  looked  at  this 
plan  for  weeks  from  every  standpoint,  and  if  it  strikes  General  Sherman 
as  favorably  as  it  does  myself  I  would  like  to  carry  it  into  execution. 
I  think  the  construction  of  the  boats  would  involve  but  little  expense, 
as  we  captured  at  Ofl'utt's  Mills  lumber  sawed  by  the  rebels  on  purpose 
for  the  construction  of  just  such  boats  as  they  use  and  such  aa  we  would 
use.  To  make  this  armada  still  more  efficient  the  telegraph  office  at 
Tigerville  should  be  moved  to  Bayou  Boeuf,  so  as  to  give  us  the  more 
rapid  communication. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  CAMERON, 
Brigadier -General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Boclc,  ArTc.,  February  8, 1865 — 2  p.  m, 
Major-General  Halleck,  Chief  of  Staff: 

In  answer  to  your  telegram  of  January  21  I  recommend  that  the 
following  posts  be  occupied  in  this  department.  The  minimum  force 
of  all  arms  necessary  for  the  defense  of  the  posts  is  about  as  stated 
below:  Little  Eock,  9,000;  Pine  Bluff',  2,000;  Saint  Charles,  600; 
Brownsville  and  railroad,  1,500;  Devall's  Bluff,  2,000;  Lewisburg, 
1,500;  mouth  of  White  Eiver,  600;  total,  in  round  numbers,  17,000. 
Helena  at  present  has  no  juilitary  importance,  but  I  would  leave  there 
one  colored  regiment  and  a  battery  to  protect  colored  laborers  on  plan- 
tations, and  would  transfer  the  remainder  of  the  garrison,  say  2,000,  to 
Gaines'  Landing,  and  establish  a  post  there.  Gaines'  Landing  has  been 
a  crossing  place  for  the  rebels,  and  is  the  most  convenient  place  for 
a  cavalry  depot,  if  the  5,000  dismounted  cavalry  in  this  department 
are  furnished  with  horses.  Also,  transfer  the  garrison  of  Fort  Smith 
and  its  dependencies  to  Gaines'  Landing,  where  they  can  be  conven- 
iently subsisted  and  held  ready  for  service  at  any  point.  These 
dispositions  Avould  give,  with  the  present  force  in  the  department,  a 
movable  column  of  about  8,000,  which  might  act  out  of  the  department, 
and  for  movements  that  would  themselves  protect  the  posts.  The 
movable  column  might  be  increased  to  about  12,000.  We  suppose  the 
cavalry  mounted.  By  reducing  the  garrisons  below  the  proper  limit 
a  movable  force  of  3,000  has  been  formed,  which  is  now  en  route  to  the 
Department  of  the  Gulf,  under  orders  from  General  Canby,  Military 
Division  of  West  Mississippi.  Detailed  statements  are  forwarded  by 
mail. 

J.  J.  EEYNOLDS, 

Major-Oeneral. 
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Special  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Department  of  Arkansas, 

No.  35.  J  Little  Boch,  Ark.,  February  8, 1865. 

*  *      _         #  *  *  «  * 

7.  Maj.  T.  J.  Anderson,  assistant  adjutant-general,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
is  relieved  from  duty  with  the  Third  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 
and  will  without  delay  report  in  person  to  these  headquarters  for  orders. 

8.  Capt.  W.  S.  Whitten,  assistant  adjutant-general,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
is  relieved  from  duty  with  the  Third  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 
and  will  without  delay  report  in  person  to  these  headquarters  for  orders. 

10.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Illinois  Volunteer 
Infantry  will  without  delay  make  proper  details  from  his  command  to 
relieve  the  detachments  of  the  Fifty-fourth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry  now 
stationed  on  the  line  of  the  CT.  S.  military  railroad.  On  being  relieved 
the  detachments  of  the  Fifty-fourth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry  will  rejoin 
their  regiment  without  delay. 

14.  Brig.  Gen.  James  C.  Veatch  wUl  relieve  Brig.  Gen.  E.  A.  Carr  in 
command  of  the  Detached  Brigade  of  the  Seventh  Army  Corps,  and  will 
carry  out  the  instructions  contained  in  paragraph  5,  Special  Orders, 
No.  29,  current  series,  from  these  headquarters. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Keynolds: 

JOHN  LEVEEING, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Pine  Bltipp,  Ark.,  February  8,  1865. 
Captain  Noble, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Little  Bock  : 
Two  squadrons  of  the  First  Iowa  Cavalry  left  this  place  on  the  Rose 
Hambleton  at  5  p.  m.  en  route  for  Memnhis. 

WM.  THOMPSON, 
Oolonel  First  Iowa  Cavalry. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  1st  Div.,  D".  S.  Colored  Troops, 

No.  13.  S  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  February  8, 1865. 

I.  Col.  H.  Scofield,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  will  cause  the 
remainder  of  his  command  to  embark  at  once,  with  their  camp  and  gar- 
rison equipage,  transportation,  &c.,  on  board  the  steamer  Olive  Branch 
and  proceed  to  New  Orleans. 

II.  Col.  F.  M.  Crandal,  commanding  First  Brigade,  will  embark  with 
his  command,  with  their  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  transportation, 
&c.,  without  delay  on  board  the  steamers  White  Cloud  and  Joseph 
Pierce  and  proceed  to  New  Orleans.  On  arriving  at  New  Orleans  he 
will  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  E.  E.  S.  Canby,  commanding  Military  Division 
of  West  Mississippi,  for  orders. 

»  #  #  »  #  *  • 

IV.  The  First  Division,  IT.  S.  Colored  Troops,  being  en  route  for  New 

Orleans,  Capt.  T.  F.  Purnell,  assistant  quartermaster,  will  remain  at  this 

place  for  the  purpose  of  finishing  up  the  business  of  his  office.    As  soon 

as  this  du^ty  is  completed  he  will  rejoin  the  command  at  New  Orleans. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hawkins: 

SAML.  B.  FEEGUSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Hdqes.  Detachment  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

On  Board  Steamer  Brilliant,  February  8,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  McArthue, 

Commanding  First  Division: 
General:  The  major  geueral  commanding  directs  that  you  draw 
rations  for  your  comui'and  to  include  the  20th  of  February;  that  you  coal 
your  boats  and  proceed  immediately  to  Memphis,  Teun.,  where  you  will 
endeavor  to  have  all  men  of  your  command  now  on  detached  service  at 
that  place  returned  to  duty  with  their  regiments.  From  Memphis  you 
will  proceed  to  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  and  await  farther  orders. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  G.  MEAD, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  February  8, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. : 
General  :  I  have  examined  as  carefully  as  possible  into  the  state  of 
affairs  along  the  Overland  routes  and  in  the  settled  region  of  Colorado 
Territory  and  have  talked  freely  with  men  occupied  and  interested  in 
that  region  and  in  freighting  to  it.  I  have  also  carefully  examined  the 
paper  of  General  Connor  which  you  inclosed.  In  all  arrangements  for 
defense  against  Indians  it  is,  of  course,  very  desirable  to  accommodate 
matters  as  far  as  reasonable  to  the  wishes  of  the  people  most  inter- 
ested, both  to  give  them  confidence  in  the  plans  and  purposes  of  the 
Government  and  to  preclude  them  from  any  captious  complaints  after- 
ward. I  found  on  all  hands  much  confidence  reposed  in  General  Con- 
nor, and  a  very  strong  and  general  wish  that  he  should  be  placed  in 
charge  of  the  protection  arrangements  for  the  whole  region  in  ques- 
tion. I  myself  am  of  the  opinion  that  he  is  the  best  available  man 
from  all  I  can  learn  of  him,  and  in  reply  to  your  request  for  my  views 
I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  a  Department  of  the  Plains  be  con- 
stituted to  be  commanded  by  General  Connor,  with  headquarters  at 
Denver  City.  The  boundaries  of  this  department  I  suggest  as  follows : 
Along  a  line  drawn  south  from  the  Missouri  River  at  mouth  of  Niobrara 
Eiver  to  its  intersection  with  the  southern  boundary  of  Kansas;  thence 
west  along  that  line  and  its  continuation,  the  southern  line  of  Colorado, 
to  the  western  boundary  of  Colorado  Territory ;  thence  north  to  include 
the  South  Pass  of  the  Kocky  Mountains;  thence  eastward  to  the  place 
of  beginning.  To  this  department  should  be  added  the  present  mili- 
tary district  commanded  by  General  Connor.  If  this  arrangement  be 
made  it  should  be  made  at  once,  as  I  feel  it  will  give  immediate  confi- 
dence to  the  great  trains  of  emigrants  and  of  supplies  for  the  mining 
regions  which  will  at  once  set  forward.  Unless  these  trains  get 
through  this  spring  there  will  be  immense  suffering  among  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  Colorado  and  Idaho  mining  regions.  With  the  two  regi- 
ments of  rebel  deserters  from  Eock  Island  and  other  disposable  forces 
I  can  place  enough  troops  at  once  into  this  new  department  to  assure 
safety.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  arrangement  will  accomplish  the  pur- 
pose. There  are  plenty  of  troops  in  the  Department  of  Kansas  for 
these  objects.  As  the  large  mass  of  business  in  the  Department  of  the 
Missouri  is  in  Missouri  itself,  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  the 
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headquarters  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri  be  retransferred  to  Saint 
Louis.  Will  you  please  give  me  as  early  a  decision  on  these  sugges- 
tions as  possible,  in  order  that  in  any  contingency  I  may  make  arrange- 
ments for  the  freight  trains  across  the  plains. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  February  8, 1865—2  p.  m. 
Governor  Fletcher,  Jefferson  City,  Mo.  : 

Dispatch  received.    Have  applied  to  War  Department  for  authority 
you  ask. 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  February  8, 1865 — 11.40  a.  m. 
Major-General  Dodge,  ^or<  Leavenworth: 

Please  return  me  by  mail  the  papers  from  General  Connor  which  I 
handed  you.  Let  me  know  by  telegraph  what  you  think  of  his  proi^osed 
plan.  1  have  authority  to  take  and  ofBcer  the  two  regiments  of  rebels  at 
Rock  Island.  It  will  take  some  time  to  have  them  ready  to  send  you. 
Meantime  use  any  or  all  the  troops  in  Kansas  to  open  and  keep  open 
the  Overland  route,  which  is  the  all-important  matter  with  us  now. 
The  troops  you  use  for  that  purpose  can  soon  be  replaced  by  these  two 
rebel  regiments. 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major-General. 


Fort  Leavenworth,  February  8,  1865 — 2.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  Pope,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.: 

Dispatch  received.  I  find  that  there  are  two  separate  routes  to  Salt 
Lake  from  Jalesburg  west.  The  telegraph  route  by  way  of  Fort  Lara- 
mie and  the  mail  route  by  way  of  Cache  la  Poudre,  Bridger's  Pass,  &c. 
Both  of  the  routes  have  troops  stationed  along  them,  making  two  weak 
lines  instead  of  one  strong  one.  All  stages  go  guarded  from  station  to 
station,  and  am  told  that  they  are  running  regularly.  General  Connor's 
plan  to  station  eight  or  ten  men  at  each  stage  station  will  not  work  now, 
as  it  would  only  be  a  bait  to  the  Indians.  I  think  our  troops  should  be 
kept  at  the  forts  and  guards  furnished  the  stages  from  one  fort  to 
another  as  strong  as  the  case  may  require.  We  have  no  telegraph  to 
Riley,  and  between  Fort  Larned  and  Fort  Lyon  the  Indians  are  trouble- 
some. I  will  move  troops  from  Laramie  route  to  the  Bridger  route, 
leaving  a  small  garrison  at  Laramie  and  one  or  two  others  on  telegrai)h 
line  to  protect  it.  The  troops  reported  stationed  at  Riley  are  guarding 
the  New  Mexico  route,  and  I  cannot  draw  as  many  troops  from  there 
as  I  wish.  If  any  troops  could  be  spared  from  Sioux  City  or  the  Mis- 
souri River  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  have  them  strike  across  to 
Columbus  and  Fort  Kearny.  As  soon  as  I  get  answers  to  my  dis- 
Batches  I  will  post  you  fully  as  to  condition  of  matters  on  Platte  route. 
^  G.  M.  DODGE, 

Mcjor- General, 
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General  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 
No.  32.  J  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  February  8,  1865. 

I.  The  Department  of  Kansas  having  been  merged  into  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Missouri,  by  General  Orders,  No.  11,  War  Department, 
Adjutant-General's  Office,  I  assume  command  of  the  district  of  country 
heretofore  comprised  in  the  Department  of  Kansas. 

II.  All  orders  now  in  force  will  be  obeyed,  and  all  officers  on  duty 
in  former  Department  of  Kansas  will  remain  on  their  present  duty 
until  otherwise  ordered. 

III.  District  commanders  in  former  Department  of  Kansas  will  make 
their  reports  to  the  assistant  adjutant-general.  Fort  Leavenworth. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  op  the  Missouri, 

No.  39.  ]  Fort  Leavenworth,  February  8,  1865. 

1.  The  following  companies  of  the  Sixteenth  Kansas  Volunteer  Cav- 
alry will  be  relieved  from  duty  at  the  posts  where  they  are  now  sta- 
tioned and  will  immediately  join  their  regiments  at  this  post,  viz: 
Company  A,  at  Lawrence,  Kans. ;  Company  0,  at  Topeka. 

2.  Col.  Joseph  A.  Potter,  depot  quartermaster,  will  fit  out  a  pack 
train  of  400  to  500  mules  and  have  them  ready  to  move  on  Monday, 
the  13th  instant.  Men  skilled  in  such  service  will  be  selected  as 
drivers  and  superintendents.  All  the  employes  will  be  armed  and 
thoroughly  organized  under  a  competent  superintendent. 

3.  Lieut.  B,  S.  Bass^tt,  Third  Kansas  Battery,  will  proceed  to  Little 
Eock,  Ark.,  to  join  his  command,  transportation  to  be  charged  against 
him. 

4.  Company  D,  Sixteenth  Kansas,  will  immediately  be  relieved  from 
duty  at  Council  Grove,  Kans.,  and  proceed  to  Fort  Kearny,  by  way  of 
Fort  Riley,  reporting  to  commanding  officer  post  of  Fort  Kearny  on 
their  arrival. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Dodge : 

JOHN  WILLANS, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  February  8, 1865. 
Brigadier-General  Sanborn  : 

Sir:  I  have  the  report  that  General  Reynolds  has  moved  from  Little 
Rock  and  has  gone  south,  but  I  cannot  get  reliable  information.  I  sup- 
pose if  he  has  moved  that  there  is  no  use  of  my  going  on  south;  but 
give  me  orders  what  you  want  me  to  do  and  I  will  obey  them,  let  them 
be  what  they  are. 
Yours,  truly, 

A.  H.  GLENN. 


Fort  Leavenvtorth,  February  8,  1865 — i.58  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope, 

Comdg.  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis  : 
I  will  start  to-morrow  and  try  to  be  at  Milwaukee  on  the  15th.    Please 
order  the  following  officers  and  soldiers  to  join  me  at  that  place.    They 
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are  acting  staff  officers  and  clerks  that  I  take,  without  inconvenience  to 
General  Dodge:  Maj.  S.  S.  Curtis,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry;  Maj,  C.  S. 
Chariot,  assistant  adjutant- general ;  Maj.  E.  H.  Hunt,  Fifteenth  Kansas 
Cavalry;  Private  John  W.  Boyington,  Company  C,  Third  Wisconsin 
Cavalry;  Private  George  M.  Cook,  Company  C,  Third  Wisconsin  Cav- 
alry; Private  Edmund  Mercer,  Company  I,  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry; 
Private  E.  D.  Buck,  Company  G,  Fifteenth  Kansas  Cavalry;  Private 
William  F.  Brown,  Company  H,  Fifteenth  Kansas  Cavalry.  Our  tele- 
graph line  is  public,  and  I  wish  you  would  telegraph  the  order. 

S.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-General. 


FoET  Leavenworth,  February  8,  1865. 
Agent  Overland  Mail  Company, 

Atchison,  Kans.  : 
I  desire  to  see  you  here  to-morrow  or  next  day. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major- Oensral. 


Fort  Leavenworth,  February  8, 1865. 
Commanding  Officer  Lawrence,  Kans.  : 

You  will  forward  the  following  dispatch  by  special  messenger  to 
Fort  Eiley  immediately.  The  messenger  will  bring  reply  to  you  and 
you  will  answer  by  telegraph: 

Commanding  Officer  Fort  Eiley  : 

Send  by  special  messenger  report  of  condition  of  your  troops ;  ■whether  ready  for 
movement ;  what  Indians,  if  any,  on  New  Mexico  Mail  Route ;  what  Indians,  if  any, 
between  you  and  Platte  River,  and  all  information  in  relation  to  country  north  and 
west  of  you,  that  I  may  have  a  full  understanding.  Do  you  use  any  spies  among  the 
Indians?  Can  you  employ  any  half-breeds  or  friendly  Indians  as  spies,  who  are 
reliable? 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-General. 

JOHN  WILLANS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters, 
Fort  Zarah,  Kans.,  February  8, 1865. 
Lieut.  J.  E.  Tappan, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  communication 
from  district  headquarters  directing  that  scouts  be  made  from  this  post 
to  the  south  and  southwest.  In  reply  I  would  say  that  with  the  force  at 
present  under  my  command  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  send  out  such 
scouts.  By  reference  to  my  last  reports  you  will  perceive  that  I  have 
but  about  forty -five  privates  for  duty.  My  post  guard  takes  eighteen 
privates,  so  that  unless  I  keep  men  on  duty  constantly  I  have  but  thir- 
teen privates  for  my  scouting,  escorting,  and  fatigue  duty.  I  therefore 
request  that  two  companies  more  be  sent  to  this  post.  The  command- 
ing officers  of  Companies  E  and  G,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry,  inform 
me  that  they  received  orders  from  district  headquarters  detailing  pri- 
vates from  their  companies  to  report  to  Sergeant  Nettleton.    I  had  no 
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knowledge  of  it  until  the  men  had  started  for  Fort  Larned,  Kans.  I 
respectfully  request  that  in  the  future  when  details  are  made  from  my 
command  they  may  be  made  through  me,  in  order  that  I  may  know  at 
any  time  of  what  my  command  consists. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  GKEENJS, 
Captain,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry,  Commanding  Post. 


Fort  Leavenworth,  February  8, 1865. 
Major  Eetnolds, 

Wyandotte  : 
You  will  move  your  command  to  Fort  Leavenworth  and  report  to  the 
commanding  ofiicer  of  post  for  duty  immediately. 

THOS.  A.  DA  VIES, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Fort  Leavenvtorth,  February  8,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Mitchell, 

Commanding,  Omaha : 
Send  me  by  telegraph  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  affairs  along 
the  Overland  Mail  and  Telegraph  Koute.  Do  the  stages  run  regularly; 
what  measures  are  you  taking  to  keep  up  the  route  and  protect  it; 
what  Indians  are  engaged  in  these  troubles;  where  are  their  villages; 
do  their  families  travel  with  them?  I  want  everything  that  will  post 
me. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  General. 


Fort  Leavenworth,  February  8, 1865. 
Colonel  Livingston, 

Cottomvood : 

1  desire  to  know  the  condition  of  affairs  on  the  Platte  route.  Do  the 
stages  run  through;  what  Indians  are  engaged  in  the  troubles;  where 
are  their  villages ;  do  their  families  travel  with  them ;  have  you  spies 
in  their  camps;  what  action  have  you  taken  to  repair  the  telegraph  and 
protect  the  stages!  Give  me  all  particulars,  so  I  can  have  a  full 
understanding  of  the  case. 

G.  M,  DODGE, 

Major-  General. 

Headquarters  Department  of  New  Mexico, 

Santa  Fe,  N.  Mex.,  February  8,  1865. 

To   the   PEOPLE: 

Owing  to  the  Indian  difficulties  upon  the  roads  leading  from  New 
Mexico  to  the  States  a  company  of  troops  will  leave  Fort  Union,  N. 
Mex.,  for  Fort  Larned,  Kans.,  on  the  1st  and  15th  of  every  month  until 
lurther  orders,  commencing  on  the  1st  day  of  March,  18G5,  The  first 
company  will  go  by  the  Katou  Mountain  route,  the  second  by  the 
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Cimarron  route,  and  so  on  alternately.  The  merchants  and  others  who 
wish  to  send  trains  in  after  goods  can  assemble  their  trains  at  such 
points  near  Fort  Union  as  may  be  desired  by  them,  so  as  to  have  the 
protection  of  these  periodical  escorts,  if  such  be  their  wish.  Arrange- 
ments will  be  made  with  Major-Geueral  Curtis,  commanding  the 
Department  of  Kansas,  so  as  to  send  these  companies  back  from  Fort 
Lamed  at  such  times  as  may  best  promote  the  interests  and  safety  of 
all  who  may  have  trains  upon  the  road  coming  in  this  direction. 
By  command  of  General  Carleton: 

BEN.  C.  CUTLER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headqtjartees, 
Fort  Wingate,  N.  Mex.,  February  8,  1865. 
Capt.  Ben.  C.  Cutler, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Bept.  of  New  Mexico,  Santa  Fe,  N.  Mex.  : 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  department 
commander  that  in  compliance  with  his  communication  of  January  20, 
1865,  I  started  the  Navajo  interjireter  for  this  post  and  two  Navajo 
runners  on  the  26th  of  the  same  month,  to  inform  the  Navajoes  yet  in 
the  Navajo  country  that  they  im^  st  come  in  at  once,  that  they  may  be  sent 
to  their  reservation  in  time  to  plant  the  coming  season.  The  three  went 
direct  to  the  camp  of  Manuelito  and  his  band  (the  only  Indians, "  Ricos," 
that  are  yet  back).  The  interpreter  delivered  the  message  sent  by  me. 
Manuelito  answered  that  he  would  not  leave  his  country;  that  he  was 
doing  no  harm  to  any  one,  and  he  intended  to  die  there;  that  he  was 
not  stealing,  neither  would  he  allow  thieves  with  his  party;  that  he 
could  always  be  found;  that  he  had  no' fears  and  did  not  intend  to  run 
away.  Also,  that  he  intended  to  plant  at  Caiion  Bonito  this  season. 
The  interpreter  told  him  that  I  had  told  him  to  inform  them  that  they 
would  not  be  allowed  to  raise  any  grain  in  their  own  country,  and  if 
they  did  not  come  in  peaceably  they  would  be  brought  in ;  that  probably 
a  campaign  would  start  against  them  early  in  the  spring  unless  they 
came  in  before.  He  said  he  wanted  to  die  where  he  wt-s,  but  also  said 
he  wanted  to  see  a  Navajo  called  Armijo,  that  was  now  at  the  Bosque. 
If  he  reported  favorably  he  thought  he  would  then  go.  The  interpreter 
says  there  are  from  400  to  600  horses  and  from  2,000  to  3,000  sheep 
owned  by  that  baud;  that  there  are  six  called  "Eicos;"  that  there  are 
from  twenty  to  thirty  warriors,  not  more,  and  from  60  to  100,  old  and 
young,  all  told.  Manuelito  told  the  interpreter  that  the  only  Indians 
that  were  stealing  were  a  small  party  of  about  twenty  warriors,  and 
sixty  to  eighty  souls,  all  told,  that  had  been  near  the  headwaters  of  lied 
River,  but  that  they  were  now  below  the  road  that  crosses  to  Fort 
Whipple,  and  offered  to  conduct  a  party  to  where  they  are,  if  a  party 
should  be  sent.  There  have  lately  come  from  the  Coconino  Mountains 
three  rancherias,  say  thirty  souls.  One  of  these  Indians  was  about  the 
largest  stock  owner  in  the  Navajo  country,  but  Utes  cleaned  him  out, 
leaving  him  only  six  horses.  This  party  are  on  their  way  to  this  post, 
and  will  probably  be  here  in  about  ten  days.  Manuelito,  and  also  this 
Indian,  says  there  are  none  left  where  these  came  from  or  in  that  part 
of  the  country.  There  are  about  forty  at  Queletes,  about  twenty  miles 
from  Fort  Cauby,  that  are  poor.  One  of  the  Indians  that  went  from 
here  lias  a  brother  with  them,  and  went  to  them  to  bring  them  in  if 
possible.  If  they  come  they  will  all  be  here  in  ten  or  twelve  days. 
This  will  ouly  leave  Manuelito  and  the  party  at  Red  River.    Mauuelito 
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assured  the  interpreter  that  the  Indians  mentioned  are  the  only  ones 
left  back  except  three  families  (about  twenty  persons)  that  are  m  <^anon 
de  Chelly,  and  taking  the  largest  calculation  of  them  makes  only  jiy, 
say  300,  that  haVe  not  come  in,  and  fifty  now  at  the  post.  1  believe  tms 
statement  to  be  the  most  reliable  of  any  that  has  been  made  relating 
to  the  Navajoes  yet  to  go  to  the  reservation.  It  also  agrees  with  tue 
statements  of  Navajoes  and  Zunis.  Manuelito  told  the  interpreter  that 
Captain  Hargrave's  sheep,  Lieutenant  Dowlin's  mules,  and  the  sheep 
stolen  from  Limitar  were  taken  by  the  party  now  on  Ked  Eiver,  and 
that  he  had  sent  me  notice  through  the  Zunis  of  the  party  that  went 
to  the  river  that  I  sent  Captain  Hodt  to  intercept,  and  that  there  were 
eleven  of  them,  six  under  an  Indian  known  as  Cabesa  Blanca,  and  fi.ve 
in  another  party,  only  four  of  which  returned,  one  having  been  killed. 
This  is  the  party  Captain  Hodt  saw  the  trail  of.  The  other  party  prob- 
ably went  farther  south  and  had  not  returned,  that  Manuelito  knew  of, 
when  the  interpreter  was  with  him.  The  Zunis  exaggerated  the  num- 
ber, having  reported  it  to  be  about  sixty.  Manuelito  appears  to  be  well 
informed  of  the  whereabouts  and  doings  of  the  Navajoes  yet  back.  He 
also  says  that  only  six  have  returned  from  the  reservation  to  that 
country. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  W.  EATON, 
Major,  First  Cavalry  New  Mexico  Volunteers,  Gomdg.  Post. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  February  8,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Sully, 

Commanding  District  of  Iowa,  Dubuque,  Iowa : 
General  :  You  will  please  proceed  immediately  to  Eock  Island,  111., 
and  organize  and  inspect  the  two  regiments  of  rebel  deserters  lately 
selected  from  the  military  prison  at  that  place.  Authority  has  been 
sent  me  (copy  inclosed*)  to  appoint  the  officers  for  these  regiments, 
and  you  will  please  send  me  without  delay  a  list  of  officers  of  regi- 
ments under  your  command  of  two  or  three  years'  service.  I  send  you 
a  list,  furnished  me  by  General  Dodge,  of  Iowa  officers  discharged 
from  service  whom  he  knows  to  be  first-rate  officers.  Send  for  them 
and  see  what  they  are  and  how  they  will  answer.  I  have  two  officers, 
one  of  whom  I  wish  appointed  a  major  and  one  lieutenant-colonel.  I 
will  designate  them  in  the  proper  time.  Please  attend  to  this  as  soon 
as  possible,  as  I  wish  to  send  these  regiments  at  once  to  the  plains, 
I  am,  general^  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding 


Headquarters  Post  Commandant, 

Fort  Bice,  Dak.  Ter.,  February  8,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  Edward  P.  Ten  Broeck, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  District  of  Iowa  : 
Colonel:  For  the  information  of  the  general  commanding  I  have 
the  honor  to  state  that  afi'airs  at  this  post  continue  the  same  as  in  my 
last  letter  of  the  2d  instant.    I  received  on  the  4th  instant  by  some 

*Seo  Halleck  to  Pope,  p.  760. 
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Indian  scouts  I  employed  two  communications  from  Captain  Moreland, 
commanding  Fort  Berthold.  He  is  of  the  opinion  that  he  will  soon  be 
attacked  by  the  bauds  of  Santees,  Yanktounais,  Blackfeet,  Uncpapas, 
and  Minneconjous,  now  collected  below  his  post  to  the  number  of  sev- 
eral thousand.  He  states  he  has  fifty-five  men,  no  ammunition  for  his 
artillery,  and  requests  that  1  send  him  100  men  and  ammunition  (with- 
out sending  me  the  caliber  of  his  guns).  I  have  written  him  in  return 
(see  inclosed  copy  of  letter  to  him).  By  Two  Bear's  young  men  I  am 
in  communication  very  often  with  the  camp  above.  Yesterday,  from 
two  Indians  whom  I  sent  as  spies  to  Medicine  Bear  camp,  I  learn 
that  there  is  now  a  war  element  and  a  peace  element  in  the  camp. 
The  latter  is  in  the  majority,  and  no  overt  act  has  been  committed  at 
Fort  Berthold.  Some  Indians  came  into  camp  while  they  were  there, 
reporting  they  had  left  a  train  of  forty  sleigh  loads,  which  would  be 
in  to  trade  in  four  days,  owned  by  the  same  agents  which  had  been 
there  before.  As  I  have  said  before,  we  have  more  to  fear  from  the 
influence  of  these  traders  than  any  natural  disposition  of  the  Indians. 
Another  report  of  a  scheme  one  of  these  traders  had  tried  to  induce 
the  Indians  to  join  in,  viz,  to  seize  the  garrison  of  Fort  Berthold  by 
treachery,  drawing  the  garrison  outside  for  peace  purposes  unarmed, 
and  surprising  them;  but  the  fact  of  Captain  Moreland  being  the  gen- 
eral's selection  is  sufficient  guarantee  to  insure  the  post  against  capture 
by  this  means.  I  do  not  really  think  the  post  in  danger  at  present,  or 
I  should  re-enforce  it,  and  wish  to  obey  strictly  the  general's  orders 
of  acting  on  the  defensive,  unless  a  necessity  obliges  me  to  act  upon 
my  own  judgment  and  the  interests  of  the  service.  An  Indian  just  in 
from  above  reports  the  camp  below  Berthold  breaking  up  and  a  great 
portion  of  them  coming  down  this  way,  thus  strengthening  me  in  my 
first  opinion.  I  am  anxiously  expecting  an  answer  from  the  general 
commanding  in  regard  to  my  request  to  break  up  these  Eed  Eiver 
trading  agents. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  R.  DIMON, 
Colonel  First  U,  S.  Volunteer  Infantry.  Commanding  Post. 

[IncloBure.] 

FoKT  Rice,  Dak.  Tee..  February  5, 1865. 
Oapt.  A.  B.  Moreland, 

Commanding  Fort  Berthold,  Bak.  Ter.  : 

Captain  :  Your  favors  of  the  16th  of  December  and  two  of  31st 
ultimo  were  received  yesterday  with  your  mail  for  below.  Nothing 
new  except  an  order  in  regard  to  trade,  which  I  think  has  long  been 
needed.  I  have  received  a  message  from  Medicine  Bear,  who  makes 
assurances  of  good  will  and  says  the  majority  of  the  camp  below  you 
is  for  peace,  and  all  to  be  feared  from  them  is  small  war  parties  of 
young  men,  which  he  cannot  control.  Taking  this  and  other  informa- 
tion into  consideration,  I  deem  it  best  to  wait  for  some  overt  act  of 
theirs  before  commencing  a  movement  wliich  might  be  construed  into  a 
commencement  of  hostilities  which  at  this  time  might  be  injudicious. 
I  think  if  you  will  look  well  at  the  matter  you  will  think  as  I  do.  I 
am  ready  at  five  minutes'  notice  to  send  you  help  in  five  days.  You 
forgot,  captain,  to  send  me  the  caliber  of  your  guns.  It  would  be 
impossible  for  me  to  send  you  any  artillery,  as  mine  is  all  heavy;  also 
to  obtain  transportation  for  subsistence  for  men  for  over  ten  days;  but 
that  might  be  arranged  afterward.    Please  keep  me  posted,  captain,  at 
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whatever  cost.  I  am  in  commuDication  (by  Indian  scouts)  almost 
daily  with  the  camp  below  you.  The  fact  of  your  mail  having  passed 
through  that  camp  unmolested  is  proof  of  some  change  m  their  feel- 
ing. It  may  be  treachery,  but  as  the  men  I  employed  were  in  the  camp 
several  days,  and  only  heard  expressions  of  peace  and  weariness  of 
the  late  war,  I  think  you  have  not  much  to  fear,  if  you  are  careful.  Of 
course  it  is  needless  for  me  to  caution  you.  You  should  know  your 
position  well,  and  I  shall  await  anxiously  your  next  communication,  or 
if  I  hear  threatening  news,  shall  act.  Medicine  Bear  complains  that 
his  young  men  go  out  in  the  night  to  the  Kee  village  and  trade  with 
your  traders  for  all  they  want  to  make  war  with,  and  he  cannot  control 
them  and  wishes  it  could  be  stopped. 

Trusting  I  shall  hear  from  you  soon,  I  remain,  yours,  truly, 

0.  A.  E.  DIMON, 
Colonel,  First  U.  8.  Volunteer  Infantry,  Commanding  Post. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  9,  1865 — 10  a.  m. 

(Eeceived  11  a.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck, 

Washington : 

1  have  ordered  General  Griersou  to  Canby  to  command  his  cavalry. 
I  think  he  could  not  have  known  Averell  or  lie  would  not  have  applied 
for  him. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  9, 1865. 
Major-General  Canby, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi : 
I  have  ordered  General  Grierson  to  report  to  you  to  take  chief  com- 
mand of  your  cavalry  operating  from  Mobile  Bay.  I  do  not  mean  to 
fasten  on  you  commanders  against  your  judgment  or  wishes,  but  you 
applied  for  Averell,  I  supposjed  for  that  service.  I  have  no  faith  in  him, 
and  cannot  point  to  a  single  success  of  his  except  in  his  reports.  Grier- 
son, on  the  contrary,  has  been  a  most  successful  cavalry  commander. 
He  set  the  first  example  in  making  long  raids  by  going  through  from 
Memphis  to  Baton  Eouge.  His  raid  this  winter  on  to  the  Mobile  and 
Ohio  Eailroad  was  most  important  in  its  results  and  most  successfully 
executed.  I  do  not  think  I  could  have  sent  you  a  better  man  than  Grier- 
son to  command  your  cavalry  on  an  expedition  to  the  interior  of  Ala- 
bama. Unless  you  go  yourself  I  am  afraid  your  other  troops  will  not 
be  so  well  commanded.  What  is  Avanted  is  a  commander  who  will  not 
be  afraid  to  cut  loose  from  his  base  of  supplies,  and  who  will  make  the 
best  use  of  the  resources  of  the  country.  An  army  the  size  of  the  one 
you  will  have  can  always  get  to  some  place  where  they  caiibe  supplied, 
if  they  should  fail  to  reach  the  point  started  for. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Paducah,  Ky.,  February  9,  1865 — 10  a.  m. 
Maj,  Gen.  E.  E.  S.  Canby: 

All  the  infantry  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith's  command,  and  also  the 
division  of  cavalry,  have  left  Eastport  and  are  now  on  their  way  to 
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New  Orleans  to  report  to  you.  The  first  fleet  left  Eastport  on  the 
evening  of  the  6th,  and  the  whole  command  have  with  them  their  trans- 
IJortatiou  and  artillery. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major- General. 

Special  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

No.  40.  I  New  Orleans,  La.,  February  9,  1865. 

*  •#«**» 

8.  The  regiments  composing  the  Separate  Brigade,  organized  by 
paragraph  5,  Special  Orders,  No.  39,  from  these  headquarters,  viz,  the 
First  Louisiana  Cavalry,  the  Second  Illinois  Cavalry,  the  Second  New 
York  Cavalry,  and  the  Thirty-first  Massachusetts  Mounted  Infantry, 
will  be  sent  with  as  little  delay  as  possible  to  Carrollton,  La.,  and 
encamp  at  the  place  selected  by  Brigadier-General  Lucas,  commanding 
the  brigade.  The  commanding  general  Department  of  the  Gulf  will 
issue  the  necessary  orders.  The  brigade  commander  will,  as  soon  as 
the  troops  have  been  collected  report  direct  to  these  headquarters. 

13.  Surg.  Julius  A.  Skiltou,  Fourteenth  New  York  Cavalry,  is  hereby 
assigned  to  duty  as  chief  medical  officer  of  the  Separate  Brigade  organ- 
ized by  Special  Orders,  No.  39,  paragraph  5,  from  these  headquarters 
and  will  report  accordingly  without  delay  to  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  J. 
Lucas,  commanding. 

Bv  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  R.  S.  Canby: 

C.  T.  CHEISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )   Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

No.  8.  J  New  Orleans,  February  9, 1865. 

First.  The  District  of  Baton  Eouge  and  Port  Hudson  and  the  Post 
of  Morganza  will  hereafter  be  known  and  designated  as  the  Northern 
Division  of  Louisiana. 

Second.  The  country  heretofore  included  in  the  limits  of  the  Defenses 
of  New  Orleans  will  hereafter  be  known  and  designated  as  the  South- 
ern Division  of  Louisiana. 

Third.  Maj.  Gen.  F.  J.  Herron  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
Northern  Division  of  Louisiana,  and  will  establish  his  headquarters 
within  the  limits  of  his  command. 

Fourth.  Brig.  Gen.  T.  W.  Sherman  will  retain  the  command  of  the 
Southern  Division. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Hurlbut: 

GEORGE  B.  DRAKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

Neto  Orleans,  February  9,  1865. 

Commanding  Officer  Plaquemine: 

General  Sherman  says  you  must  use  your  own  discretion  as  to  the 
necessity  of  withdrawing  your  cavalry.  The  object  for  which  the 
reconnaissance  in  that  quarter  [was  made]  is  accomplished,  but  you  can- 
not have  scouts  there  too  much. 

FREDERIC  SPEED, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 
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Headquarters  Department  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Rocl-^  Arlc,  February  9,  1865. 
Lieutenant-Oolonel  Christensen,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Colonel  :  Brig.  Gen.  E.  A.  Carr  was  assigned  to  tlie  command  of 
the  Detached  Brigade,  Seventh  Army  Corps,  and  left  this  post  for  New- 
Orleans  on  the  Gth  instant  with  the  distinct  understanding  between 
him  and  myself,  at  an  interview  in  my  office,  that  he  would  proceed 
direct  to  New  Orleans  and  prepare  for  the  arrival  of  his  command, 
which  is  getting  off  by  regiments  as  transportation  can  be  procured. 
A  party  of  officers  and  ladies  went  to  Devall's  Bluff  the  same  afternoon 
to  attend  an  entertainment  given  on  board  the  steamer  Rowena  at 
Devall's  Bluff'.  General  Carr  was  drunk  on  the  railroad  going  to  the 
Bluff,  carried  liquor  with  him  from  Little  Kock,  was  drunk  on  the 
steamboat,  and  returned  to  Little  Kock  drunk.  He  behaved  in  a  very 
nnbecoming  manner  going,  returning,  and  while  at  the  Bluff'.  He  was 
under  orders  at  the  time  and  it  was  generally  known  that  he  was  under 
orders  for  important  service.  I  have  ordered  Brig.  Gen.  J.  C.  Veatch 
to  relieve  General  Carr  in  the  command  of  the  detachment  Seventh 
Corps.  General  Veatch  leaves  today  for  New  Orleans.  General  Carr  is 
now  uuassigned.  He  has  been  a  long  time  in  this  department.  His 
habits,  in  my  opinion,  are  bad  and  his  influence  detrimental  to  the  best 
Interests  of  the  service.  I  respectfully  request  that  the  major-general 
commanding  the  military  division  will  assign  him  to  duty  out  of  this 
department.  The  Arkansas  liiver  is  again  in  boating  condition.  One 
steamer  has  been  sent  to  Fort  Smith  with  supplies  and  two  more  start 
to-day.  Brig.  Gen.  Cyrus Bussey  has  been  ordered  to  relieve  Brigadier- 
General  Thayer  at  Fort  Smith  and  leaves  to-day  for  that  post.  I  have 
had  full  conferences  with  Brigadier-General  Bussey  and  am  satisfied 
he  will  use  every  endeavor  to  carry  out  at  Fort  Smith  the  wishes  of 
the  major-general  commanding  the  military  division. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
Major-General. 

Pine  Bluff,  February  9, 1865^1  a.  m. 
Maj.  John  JjEYERING,  Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  from  Col.  William 
Thompson,  First  Iowa  Cavalry:  He  re])orts  that  several  negroes  just 
arrived  from  Camden  say  that  at  the  time  our  advance  reached  Oham- 
bersville  there  were  2,000  men  in  Camden;  that  they  took  up  the  pon- 
toon bridge  on  the  Ouachita,  fell  back,  and  formed  a  line  of  battle  five 
miles  below  Camden,  and  were  to  retreat  as  soon  as  we  began  to  cross 
the  river. 

POWELL  CLAYTON, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Arkansas, 

TAttle  Eock,  February  9,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Clayton,  Pine  Bluff,  Arlc,  : 

The  Seventh  Missouri  Cavalry  Regiment  is  expected  at  Little  Rock, 
as  directed  in  dispatch  of  3d  instant.     Has  the  command  embarked? 
By  command  of  Major-General  Reynolds : 

JOHN  LEVERING, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Pine  Blupf,  Abk.,  February  9,  1865. 
Maj.  J.  Leveeing, 

Assistant  A  djutant-  General : 

The  Seventh  Cavalry  Missouri  Volunteers  left  here  for  Little  Rock 
yesterday  moriiing,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  detachmeut,  which 
was  left  in  charge  of  their  camp  and  garrison  equipage. 

POWELL  CLAYTON, 
Brigadier-Oeneral,  Commanding. 


Headqttartees  Department  op  Arkansas, 

Little  Roclc,  February  9,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Clayton, 

Pine  Bluff: 
The  First  Iowa  Cavalry  should  move  first.    The  One  hundred  and 
twenty- sixth  Illinois  as  soon  thereafter  as  possible. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Reynolds: 

JOHN  LEVERING, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Indian  Brigade, 
Fort  Gibson,  G.  N.,  Februury  9,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds, 

Commanding  Department  of  Arkansas,  Little  Roclc,  Arlc. : 
Sir:  I  have  forwarded  reports  to  you  of  the  condition  of  this  com- 
mand and  of  the  Indian  people  dependent  on  it.  As  spring  is  rapidly 
approaching  and  steps  must  be  taken  for  the  necessities  then  to  be  met, 
I  refer  the  following  matter  to  you:  Here,  besides  the  soldiers,  there 
is  a  large  camp  of  Indian  refugees,  nearly  all  of  whom  are  at  least 
partially  civilized.  They  have  been  subsisted  by  trains  from  Leaven- 
worth and  Fort  Scott.  So  far  as  it  is  possible  to  make  them  self-sub- 
sisting for  the  ensuing  season  requires  effort,  both  as  a  question  of 
economy  and  humanity.  The  command  here  consists,  as  our  reports 
will  show,  of  about  2,000  men  on  paper,  four  fifths  of  which  may  be 
considered  eflective.  No  part  of  the  command  here  is  mounted;  I  have 
not  even  horsemen  for  picket  duty.  I  have  to  employ  a  few  scouts  to 
watch  my  front  and  flanks  and  drive  in  beef.  Of  course  it  will  be  evi- 
dent that  it  is  impossible  for  such  a  force  of  footmen  to  defend  the 
refugees  while  raising  a  crop.  The  Creeks  have  been  and  are  clamor- 
ing at  the  Department  of  the  Interior  to  be  sent  to  their  homes,  which 
are  south  of  the  Arkansas  River,  where  they  would  be  exposed  and 
scattered  over  a  large  tract  of  country,  and  which  is,  in  the  present  con- 
dition of  affairs,  out  of  the  question.  In  conversation  with  their  head 
chief.  Sands,  who  is  an  able  man,  he  desires  to  occupy  lauds  across  the 
Verdigris,  yet  in  their  o^vn  country,  and  not  to  exceed  in  distance 
fifteen  miles  from  this  post.  Cherokees  and  those  of  other  tribes  are 
located  on  this  side.  If  one-half  of  this  force,  say  1,000  men,  were 
mounted  by  April  16,  when  there  will  be  grass,  they  could  be  protected. 
The  plan  I  had  matured  for  the  approaching  season  was  as  follows: 
To  get  1,000  horses  by  the  middle  of  April  to  mount  the  companies  best 
officered  that  could  take  care  of  them;  to  get  the  four  new  howitzers, 
with  horses  for  the  old  howitzer  company;  "requisitions"  have  been 
sent.    I  designed  by  the  20th  of  April  to  take  the  mounted  men  and  the 
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howitzers  and  move  rapidly  on  Boggy,  Towsoii,  and  Wasbita,  where 
the  enemy  have  the  military  organization  by  which  they  have  foothold 
in  the  nation.  I  should  like,  in  addition,  to  have  one  battalion  of  white 
cavalry,  but,  if  necessary,  could  do  without  them.  Unless  tlie  enemy 
can  maintain  their  military  organizations  in  the  country,  they  lose  every- 
thing. Attack  is  the  best  defense.  Their  Indian  troops  are  mostly  fur- 
loughed  until  May,  and  if  we  do  not  attack  them  they  will  attack  us. 
If  successful,  their  Texas  force  would  be  driven  over  Red  River,  their 
organization  for  the  spring  prevented,  and  not  only  definite  results 
obtained  for  peace  in  the  Indian  Nation,  but  they  would  be  crippled 
for  the  ensuing  season.  In  any  event  the  mounted  troops  could  cover 
the  refugees  and  defend  them  from  the  mounted  raids  of  the  enemy. 
The  infantry  could  garrison  Fort  Gibson  (where  there  is  a  strong  work) 
and  protect  their  supplies.  Communications  bave  been  sent  in  reference 
to  the  "muster  out"  of  the  Indian  command.  If  it  be  not  mustered  out 
until  the  expiration  of  its  term  of  service  the  above  programme  would 
cover  the  term.  I  ought,  however,  to  have  some  more  troops,  as  I  have 
to  defend  my  stipply  line  to  Fort  Scott  or  Leavenworth.  If  the  plan 
of  campaign  is  approved  steps  would  have  to  be  taken  at  once  to  get 
the  horses.  Nearly  a  year  ago  Lieutenant-General  Grant  authorized 
me  to  mount  as  many  of  my  men  as  I  deemed  advisable.  The  difficulty 
lay  in  getting  the  horses.  Horses  of  a  smaller  size  might  do,  but  they 
ought  to  be  stout  and  hardy,  and  at  least  as  good  as  those  used  by  the 
enemy.  I  could  have  company  commanders  make  the  requisitions,  but 
unless  steps  are  taken  immediately  to  have  tlie  supply  at  Saint  Louis, 
Leavenworth,  or  some  other  point,  and  the  requisitions  honored  there,  it 
will  be  too  late,  and  another  season  will  be  lost. 

Submitting  the  above  to  your  consideration,  and  urging  an  early 
reply,  if  it  meets  your  approval,  I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

W.  A.  PHILLIPS, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Port  Smith,  Ark.,  February  9,  It^cr,. 
Abraham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States,  Washington,  I).  C: 
Sir:  At  a  meeting  of  the  loyal  citizens  of  this  city  and  vicinity  held 
this  day,  at  this  place,  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were 
passed  with  unanimity : 

Whereas  the  loyal  people  of  this  city  ami  vicinity  are  now,  anil  have  been  for 
some  time  past,  to  a  considerable  <lefi;ree  destitute  of  tlio  necessaries  of  life,  from 
various  causes,  chief  aiuoug  which  is  the  appropriation  for  the  use  of  the  army  of 
com,  wheat,  beef,  &c.,  and  the  w.ant  of  protection  against  guerrillas  and  other  law- 
lees  persons  in  carrying  on  farming  operations;  and 

Whereas  we  conceive  it  to  be  not  only  the  duty,  but  also  the  interest  of  Govern- 
ment to  assist  the  truly  loyal  in  retaining  their  foothold  in  the  country,  and  thereby 
contributing  largely  to  the  restoration  of  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
and  an  early  resumption  of  agriculture,  trade,  and  commerce;  and 

Whereas  Western  Arkansas  has  always  signalized  herself  conspicuously  in  her 
attachment  to  the  Union  by  the  rallying  of  thousands  of  her  sons  to  the  standard  of 
liberty,  and  by  the  sacrifice  of  hundreds  of  others  who  fell  victims  to  rebel  tyranny 
and  implacability,  simply  for  adhering  to  the  cause  of  the  Government  of  their 
choice : 

Be  it  resolved,  That  a  memorial  bo  forthwith  .addressed  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  setting  forth  the  claims  of  the  loyal  people  in  these  parts  for  tem- 
porary and  speedy  succor  in  the  daj's  of  their  adversity,  to  wit,  either  to  cause  suffi- 
cient supplies  to  be  brought  to  this  place,  so  .as  to  allow  citizens  to  purchase  from 
the  commissary  stores,  without  curtailing  the  rations  of  the  troops,  or  to  oj'der  sup- 
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plies  to  1)0  shipped  here  on  Government  account,  independent  of  the  army,  to  be 
sold  to  the  citizens  under  the  superintendence  of  persons  of  known  loyalty  and 
integrity,  and  at  a  rate  fully  reimbursing  Government  for  the  amount  laid'out. 

Kesolved  further,  That  a  committee  of  threo  he  appointed  by  the  chair  to  prepare 
the  memorial  in  accordance  with  the  tenor  of  the  above  preamble  and  resolutions, 
and  that  it  be  submitted  to  the  committee  on  resolutions  and  the  president  of  the 
meeting,  and  signed  by  them  and  the  secretary,  on  behalf  of  tlie  meeting,  and  for- 
warded with  all  possible  dispatch  to  its  destination. 

The  undersigned,  in  behalf  and  by  authority  of  the  loyal  citizens  of 
this  place,  would  earnestly  and  respectfully  submit  to  your  favorable 
consideration  the  subject  set  iorth  in  the  first  resolution,  and  a  speedy 
action  thereon.  There  are  about  2,000  persona  in  this  place  and  vicinity 
who  need  assistance  for  three  or  four  months,  until  a  crop  can  be  made; 
and  as  planting  time  will  soon  have  arrived,  and  the  navigation  of  the 
Arkansas  Eiver  is  unreliable  except  in  spring,  it  is  apparent  that  help, 
if  extended  to  us  at  all,  must  come  soon.  Thousands  are  awaiting  your 
decision  with  the  greatest  anxiety,  and  will  have  to  leave  and  abandon 
their  all  if  not  succored  in  time.  Besides  the  necessaries  of  life,  some 
seeds  are  also  needed  for  planting  purposes,  say  1,000  bushels  of  corn 
and  oats  (to  be  used  partially  for  feeding  working  stock);  75  bushels 
Hungarian  grass  seed;  100  barrels  of  Irish  potatoes,  button  onions,  &c. 
These  articles,  if  not  donated  to  the  farmers,  would  also  be  purchased 
readily,  so  that  iu  no  instance  Government  would  be  at  the  loss  of  the 
expenses  incurred. 

WM.  H.  BYEKS, 

President  of  Meeting, 
JAMES  EDMONDSON, 

Secretary. 
V.  DELL, 

Chairman. 
ASA  GLAllK, 
CHAELES  MILOR, 
JOHN  HOLLOMAIS, 
H.  POPE, 
JOHN  HOWAED, 
JOHN  LUCY, 

Committee. 

[Firet  indorsement.! 

Hdqes.  Frontiek  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Fort  Smith,  February  10,  1865. 

Respectfully  forwarded  and  approved. 

JOHN  M.  THAYEE, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 

[Second  indorBement.] 

I  can  freely  indorse  the  within  statements  and  recommend  a  favor- 
able response  to  the  same. 

^  JOHN  EDWARDS, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

I  earnestly  urge  prompt  action,  in  accordance  with  the  pressing  need 
of  the  suffering  people  of  the  State.  ^^^^^  ^^^,^^^^ 

Governor  of  Arkansas. 
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Saint  Louis,  Mo,,  February  5, 1865. 

(Received  5.50  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck  : 

I  Lave  written  you  fully  by  this  mall  about  aft'airs  on  the  plains  and 
proposed  dispositions.* 

JFO.  POPE, 
Major-Oeneral. 


Fort  Leavenworth,  February  9, 1865. 

(Eeceived  1.10  a.  m.  10th.) 
Major-General  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  request  authority  to  raise  two  companies  of  Indians  in  this  depart- 
ment, to  be  armed,  equipped,  and  paid  by  Government,  and  used  as 
guides,  scouts,  &c.  One  great  difficulty  I  had,  that  we  have  very  little 
knowledge  of  the  hostile  tribes  and  lack  guides  in  following  them  up. 
I  expect  to  open  telegraphic  communication  by  Sunday,  and  am  now 
ready  to  guard  stages  to  Denver. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southwest  Missouri, 

Springfield,  Mo.,  February  9,  1865. 
Cojimanding  Officer  Cassville,  Mo.: 

Seud  forward  the  Fayetteville  train,  unless  you  are  positive  that  a 
large  force  of  rebels  are  on  the  road  to  attack  it.  The  wire  remaining 
up  is  an  indication  that  there  are  no  rebels  on  the  road.  Send  a  good 
escort,  but  do  not  detain  the  train  unless  the  danger  is  great.  Forage 
is  a  great  item. 

JOHN  B.  SANBORK, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  February  9,  1865—10  a.  m. 
Lieut.  W.  T.  Clarke, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Macon,  Mo.  : 
Why  had  not  Company  I,  Forty-ninth  Missouri,  been  ordered  to 
Benton  Barracks  immediately  upon  its  arrival  at  Mexico  ? 

J.  W.  BARNES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Macon,  Mo.,  February  .9,  1865—3.45  p.  m. 
Maj.  J.  W.  Barnes, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
Company  I,  Forty-ninth  Missouri  Infantry,  was  only  retained  at 
Mexico  long  enough  to  transfer  captured  and  contraband  stock  in  their 
possession  to  the  quartermaster,  and  they  have  not  yet  learned  to  move 
with  the  readiness  of  veteran  troops. 

W.  T.  CLARKE, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

*  See  February  8,  p.  778. 
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Fort  Leavenworth,  February  9, 1865. 
Major-General  Pope: 

Following  dispatoh  received  from  General  Mitcliell: 

Headquarters  District  of  Nebraska, 

Omaha,  February  9, 1865. 
Major-General  Dodge: 

The  telegraph  line  from  Lodge  Pole  Creek,  twenty-five  mileB  west  of  Julesburg, 
on  Laramie  route,  is  destroyed  for  fifteen  miles.  Poles  cut  down  and  destroyed  on 
the  Denver  line  beyond  Julesburg.  For  the  first  fifty  miles  the  telegraph  is  destroyed 
about  ten  miles.  New  poles  are  on  the  way  from  Cottonwood  to  repair  the  lines. 
We  are  compelled  to  haul  poles  from.  130 to  145  miles.  Every  means  in  my  power  is 
used  to. have  the  line  fixed.  All  the  available  troops  1  have  at  my  disposal  are  in 
the  vicinity  of  Julesburg,  except  small  garrisons  at  posts  required  to  be  kept  up  on 
the  Denver  route.  My  district  only  extends  to  Julesburg.  I  have  sent  troops,  how- 
ever, under  the  direction  of  Major-General  Curtis,  up  that  route  fiftymiles  since  the 
outbreak  and  find  everything  destroyed.  The  Overland  stage  has  been  running  tri- 
w^eekly  as  far  as  Julesburg;  no  farther.  We  have  no  communication  with  Denver, 
and  have  not  had  since  the  last  outbreak.  Neither  can  I  communicate  with  Port 
Laramie  in  consequence  of  the  lines  being  down.  I  have  been  traversing  the  coun- 
try constantly  on  and  adjacent  to  the  mail  and  telegraph  lines  during  the  past  four 
months,  sending  guards  on  the  stage,  and  when  deemed  necessary  mounted  guards 
and  patrols  on  all  dangerous  portions  of  the  road  through  my  district.  This  plan  suc- 
ceeded until  an  overpowering  force  attacked  Julesburg  and  drove  the  troops  inside 
of  their  works,  and  burnt  the  stage  and  telegraph  station,  destroying  a  large  amount 
of  stores  for  both  companies.  The  Overland  stage  cannot  run  through  until  they  can 
provide  supplies  for  stock  from  Julesburg  to  the  Junction,  where  Overland  stage 
leaves  Denver  route,  everything  belonging  to  stage  company,  citizens,  and  Govern- 
ment being  entirely  destroyed.  The  Indian  villages  are  unknown  to  us.  From  the 
best  information  I  have  I  believe  them  to  be  on  Powder  River.  I  know  certainly 
there  is  a  large  village  there.  There  has  been  no  squaws  in  the  country  to  my 
knowledge  since  last  fall.  The  tribes  engaged  are  the  Cheyennes,  Arapahoes, 
Kiowas,  BruMs  and  Ogallalla  Sioux,  a  portion  of  the  Blackfeet,  and  a  large  portion 
of  what  is  known  as  the  Missouri  River  Sioux,  the  same  Indians  General  Sully  made 
the  campaign  against  last  summer.  Less  than  from  3,000  to  5,000  additional  troops 
will  be  totally  unable  to  punish  the  Indians.  One  column  will  never  be  able  to  over- 
take them  unless  they  are  willing  to  give  battle,  I  think  three  columns  of  men, 
1,000  strong  each,  with  ample  garrisons  on  the  Overland  mail  and  telegraph  lines, 
well  mounted  and  supplied,  can  clean  out  the  country  of  all  hostile  Indians  if  done 
before  grass  comes.  After  that  time,  in  my  judgment,  it  will  take  twice  that  num- 
ber of  men.  In  addition  to  the  troubles  west  I  would  not  be  surprised  any  day  to 
hear  of  an  outbreak  in  the  north  part  of  my  district.  I  am  informed  by  Indian 
scouts  that  there  is  a  large  encampment  of  Indians  on  the  Running  Water  that  are 
ready  to  engage  in  the  war  against  the  whites.  Among  them  are  some  of  the  Yank- 
tonnais.  I  am  perfectly  helpless  so  far  as  soldiers  are  concerned  if  such  a  demon- 
stration should  be  made.  1  have  one  company  of  soldiers  only  to  guard  that  whole 
country.  They  are  stationed  at  Dakota  City  and  Saint  James.  I  have  just  com- 
pleted the  organization  of  a  company  of  Pawnee  Indians,  by  authority  of  the  War 
Department.  Tney  are  all  ready  for  the  field,  except  horses.  Will  you  order  horses 
nurchased  or  will  I  have  it  done?    They  are  on  their  way  to  Fort  Kearny  on  foot. 

ROBT.  B.  MITCHELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 

I  am  pushing  out  supplies.  You  are  aware  what  troops  are  at  Ran- 
dall and  that  vicinity  that  can  be  used  in  North  Nebraska.  Will  the 
troops  at  Sioux  City  be  under  my  orders? 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  General. 

FOKT  Leavenworth,  February  9,  1865. 

(Received  2  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Pope,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.  : 
The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received  from  Colonel  Livingston: 

Fort  Rankin,  Near  Julesburg. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodgb: 

In  reply  to  your  inquiries  I  would  respectfully  state  as  follows:  In  the  early  part 
of  January  last  indications  of  large  parties  of  Indians  moving  westward  on  Repub- 
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lican  [River]  were  reported  by  the  scouts  sent  to  gain  information  of  their  move- 
ments. On  .January  7  they  had  crossed  South  Fork  of  Platte  River  twenty-three 
miles  west  of  this  post;  camped  with  their  families,  forming  a  camp  of  about,  as 
near  as  learned,  400  lodges,  containing  eight  warriors  each,  many  lodges  being  thirty 
robes  in  size.  They  at  once  commenced  the  work  of  destruction  along  the  road  west 
as  far  as  Junction  Station,  100  miles  from  here,  and  attacked  this  post.  A  desperate 
fight  there  repulsed  them.  Their  forces  in  this  fight  were  not  less  than  2,000  men, 
armed  with  breech-loading  carbines  and  rifles.  A  desperate  attempt  on  their  part  to 
burn  the  Overland  stage  station  near  this  post  was  made  at  this  time,  but  was  frus- 
trated by  the  gallantry  of  Capt.  N.  J.  O'Brien,  Company  F,  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry. 
Every  ranch  and  stage  station  from  Junction  Station  to  this  place,  including  the 
station  one  mile  east  of  this  post,  is  burned,  and  the  charred  remains  of  every  inmate 
who  failed  to  escape  tell  of  the  brutality  they  were  subjected  to.  I  telegraphed 
Hon.  Samuel  H.  Elbert,  acting  governor  of  Colorado,  early  in  January  of  the  state 
of  things.  The  troops  of  Colorado  have  been  withdrawn  from  Valley  fifty  miles 
west  of  here,  I  surmise,  to  concentrate  around  Denver.  The  telegraph  line  to  Salt 
Lake  and  the  Denver  branch  line  are  destroyed  for  a  distance  of  nearly  ten  miles  on 
the  northern  route,  and  in  different  points  throughout  100  miles  along  the  Denver 
road.  I  am  hauling  poles  and  repairing  the  SalfLake  lino  with  all  the  expedition  I 
can.  I  have  secured  450  poles  at  Cottonwood,  which  I  expect  here  Friday  morning. 
They  are  marching  night  and  day  on  this  duty.  Meantime  my  troops  are  digging 
holes  for  poles  and  repairing  such  portions  of  line  as  admit  of  that  course.  I  have 
but  .S60  troops,  but  so  long  as  human  endurance  holds  out  we  will  work  night  and 
day  to  get  communication  perfect  with  the  west.  My  opinion  is  that  the  Indians 
engaged  in  this  war  are  the  Cheyennes,  Ogallalla  Sioux,  and  Brul6  Sioux.  Th«y 
have  gone  northward  toward  Horse  Creek,  beyond  Fort  Laramie.  This  trail  leads 
in  that  direction,  but  they  are  slow  in  marching,  feeling  audacious  and  indifferent  to 
every  effort  from  the  small  body  of  troops  in  this  district.  I  saw  their  signals 
to-day,  probably  those  of  small  war  parties,  on  the  North  Platte.  Feel  assured, 
general,  that  this  is  no  trifling  Indian  war.  You  will  hear  of  continued  murders 
and  robberies  as  long  as  the  road  is  so  poorly  protected  by  troops.  No  stages  run 
farther  west  than  Cotton^^■ood.  I  have  prevailed  on  agents  of  the  stage  company 
to  move  their  stations  close  to  our  forts  for  protection.  General  Mitchell,  command- 
ing district,  pursued  these  same  Indians  last  month  through  fearfully  cold  and 
stormy  weather,  but  they  reached  and  crossed  the  Platte  before  we  struck  their 
trail  and  escaped  us.  My  district  extends  only  this  far  west,  but  I  am  working  in 
Colorado  and  Western  Sub-District  of  Nebraska.  No  spies  can  be  vised  now,  owing 
to  numerous  small  wnr  parties  being  met  everywhere  in  this  country.  I  predict  that 
if  more  troops  are  not  sent  into  this  district  immediately  this  road  will  be  stripped 
of  every  ranch  and  white  man  on  it,  the  military  posts  alone  excepted.  Should 
these  Indians  swing  around  by  L'eau-qui-conrt  River  and  strike  the  Omaha  road 
below  Kearny,  where  settlements  are  numerous,  infinite  mischief  will  result  to  the 
settlers.  What  we  need  is  troops,  supplies  for  them,  and  a  vigorous  campaign 
against  these  hostile  Indians.  They  must  be  put  on  the  defensive  instead  of  us.  No 
difficulty  can  arise  in  finding  them.  Over  2,000  stolen  cattle  accompany  them.  I 
will  keep  the  lines  open  for  communication  for  Leavenworth  for  any  further 
information. 

Respectfully, 

R.  R.  LIVINGSTON, 
Colonel  First  Xehraska  Cavalry,  Commanding  Eastern  Hub-District. 

I  have  ordered  one  regiment   to  Julesburg.     They  will   start  on 
Monday. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  General. 

FoKT  Leavenworth,  Fehrxmry  9,  1865. 

(Keceived  1.15  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope: 

What  decision  did  you  come  to  as  to  headquarters  Department  of 
the  Missouri ; 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major- General. 
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Heabqxjakters  Military  Division  op  the  Missouri, 

^  ,  ^  February  9, 1865—3.45  p.  m. 

General  Dodge, 

Fort  Leavenworth: 
Tour  headquarters  will  remain  here  until  further  orders  from  War 
Department.    Eeturn  as  soon  as  you  have  put  matters  in  proper  trim 
to  open  and  keep  open  Overland  route. 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major-General. 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri, 

February  9,  1865 — 4.20  p.  m. 
General  Dodge, 

Fort  Leavenworth: 
Send  as  many  troops  as  are  necessary,  and  as  soon  as  you  can,  to 
insure  the  opening  of  the  Overland  route.    I  will  replace  them  as  soon 
as  possible  by  other  troops. 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major-General. 

Fort  Leavenworth,  February  9, 1865. 

(Received  8.40  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri: 
District  of  Utah,  General  Connor's  command,  is  not  in  this  command. 
It  should  be  under  you.    The  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  scattered  over 
this  State,  is  ordered  to  Arkansas.     I  think  it  should  be  retained  here 
and  that  portion  in  Arkansas  brought  here. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-General. 

Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters, 

No.  40.  )  Fort  Leavemvorth,  February  9,  1865. 

»*♦#»#* 

3.  All  troops  at  post  Fort  Leavenworth  heretofore  reporting  to 
department  headquarters  will  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  T.  A.  Davies,  com- 
manding District  of  North  Kansas. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Dodge: 

JOHN  WILLANS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Fort  Leavenworth,  February  9, 1865. 
Commanding  Officer  Fort  Eiley: 

Send  the  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry  to  Fort  Kearny.  From  that 
point  they  will  telegraph  for  orders.  They  must  go  prepared  to  make 
a  campaign,  well  clothed  and  well  mounted.  If  they  lack  horses,  take 
them  from  other  regiments  or  use  good  mules.  Let  them  take  plenty 
of  provisions  and  forage.  Train  can  accompany  them  if  necessary,  and 
return.  Move  the  regiment  immediately.  Answer  and  report  action 
in  this  case. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-General. 
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(FirBt  indorsement.] 

Headquakters, 
Post  Fort  Riley,  February  11, 1865. 
EespectfuUy  referred  to  Col.  James  H.  Ford,  commanding  District 
of  Upper  Arkansas,  as  the  Eleventh  Kansas  are  not  on  duty  at  this 
post. 

J.  L.  PEITCHAED, 

Major,  Commanding  Post. 

[Second  indorsement.) 

Headquarters  District  op  Upper  Arkansas, 

Fort  Riley,  February  11,  1865. 
EespectfuUy  returned,  and  would  state  for  the  information  of  the 
general  commanding  that  I  have  relieved  the  Eleventh  Kansas  Vol- 
unteer Cavalry,  now  on  duty  in  this  district  (864  men),  and  ordered 
them  to  Fort  Kearny,  Nebr.  Ter.  They  are  poorly  mounted,  and  as  I 
have  no  other  cavalry  here  to  dismount,  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to 
comply  fully  with  the  requirements  of  the  order. 

JAS.  H.  FOED, 
Colonel  Second  Colorado  Cavalry,  Gomdg.  Dist.  of  Upper  Arkansas. 


Headquarters  District  of  Upper  Arkansas, 

Fort  Riley,  Kans.,  February  9,  1865. 
Maj.  C.  S.  Charlot, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  of  Kansas,  Fort  Leavenworth  : 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  for  the  information  of  the  general 
commanding  that  since  my  last  communication,  of  the  28th  of  January, 
up  to  the  present  date  all  is  quiet  throughout  the  district.  No  large 
parties  of  Indians  have  been  discovered  by  our  scouts  along  the  line  of 
the  Arkansas  Eiver,  and,  with  the  exception  of  an  attack  upon  a  fatigue 
party  chopping  wood  one  mile  from  Fort  Zarah,  no  casualties  have 
occurred.  On  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  February  a  fatigue  party  of 
eight  men  chopping  wood  on  the  Arkansas,  one  mile  from  Fort  Zarah, 
were  fired  upon  by  Indians;  one  man  mortally  wounded.  Lieutenant 
Coy,  Company  G,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry,  immediately  started  in  pur- 
suit. The  morning  being  extremely  foggy,  enabling  the  Indians  to 
advance  under  its  cover,  also  concealed  their  retreat.  All  that  the 
party  sent  in  pursuit  were  able  to  discover  was  a  few  moccasin  tracks 
on  the  sand-bar  in  the  river.  On  the  (ith  of  February  a  report  was 
received  at  these  headquarters  from  Jesse  H.  Leavenworth,  Indian 
agent  now  at  Council  Grove,  that  Company  D,  Sixteenth  Kansas  Volun- 
teer Cavalry,  at  that  place,  was  in  a  partial  state  of  mutiny,  having 
shot  the  lieutenant  of  their  company  (mortally  wounding  him),  and  had 
it  not  been  for  ten  men  of  Company  D,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry,  would 
have  carried  into  effect  their  threat  of  burning  the  town.  Immediately 
upon  receipt  of  this,  Lieutenant  "Wise,  Company  D,  Second  Colorado 
Cavalry,  with  the  available  men  of  his  company,  proceeded  to  Council 
Grove  (acting  under  instructions  from  these  headquarters)  to  investi- 
gate the  affair,  arrest  all  the  guilty  parties,  and  send  them  to  Fort 
Eiley,  Kans.,  for  trial.  The  report  ha\ing  implicated  the  captain  of 
the  company,  he  was  directed  to  arrest  him  (and  the  whole  company  if 
necessary).  Owing  to  the  messenger  not  being  sent  in  time,  the  com- 
pany had  left  the  Grove  some  six  hours  before  the  lieutenant  arrived 
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(acting  under  orders  from  the  commanding  oflQcer  District  of  South 
Kansas),  and  having  passed  out  of  the  limits  of  this  district,  Lieutenant 
Wise  deemed  farther  pursuit  unnecessary.  Upon  investigation  the  fol- 
lowing facts  were  ascertained :  That  Company  D,  Sixteenth  Kansas 
Volunteer  Cavalry,  Captain  Kendall  commanding,  acting  under  orders 
from  the  commanding  oflBcer  of  the  District  of  Northern  Kansas,  pur- 
suant to  instructions  from  depaitment  headquarters,  were  ordered  to 
Council  Grove,  Kans.  (in  the  District  of  Upper  Arkansas),  to  report  to 
Maj.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt,  commanding  District  of  South  Kansas; 

arrived  there  on  the of  January ;  left  there  on  the  5th  of  February 

for  Humboldt,  Kans.  On  the  night  previous  to  their  departure  eight 
of  the  enlisted  men  fired  upon  the  lieutenant,  severely  wounding  him. 
He  drew  his  revolver  and  drove  them  off.  He  was  carried  into  the 
hotel.  The  men  shortly  after  returned  to  complete  their  work,  but  were 
prevented  by  a  few  soldiers  of  Company  D,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry 
(stationed  at  that  place  for  the  protection  of  Government  property 
stored  there).  Finding  these  men  determined  to  protect  this  officer 
they  withdrew,  returning  again,  however,  with  more,  declaring  that 
they  were  going  to  kill  him  if  they  found  him,  and  that  they  would 
search  the  town,  burn  the  hotel,  and  threatening  the  lives  of  the  citi- 
zens but  that  they  would  finish  the  job.  It  appears  that  the  captain  was 
cognizant  of  this,  and  even  present  at  the  time  the  lieutenant  was  shot, 
making  no  efiort  to  control  his  men.  I  inclose  Lieutenant  Wise's 
report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  TAPPAF, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
(In  absence  of  the  colonel  commanding  district.) 

[First  indorsement.] 

Headquaeteks  Department  of  the  Missotjei, 

Saint  Louis,  February  22, 1865. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Brig.  Gen.  R.  B.  Mitchell,  commanding  Dis- 
trict of  Nebraska,  Omaha  City,  Nebr.  Ter.,  with  instructions  to  arrest 
and  bring  these  parties  before  court-martial. 
Bv  command  of  Mai  or- General  Dodge: 

D.  G.  SWAIM, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Hdqrs.  Expeditionary  Troops,  Dist.  of  Nebraska, 

Fort  Kearny,  March  30, 1865. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Brigadier-General  Connor  for  his  action  on 
the  arrival  of  the  Sixteenth  Kansas  Cavalry. 

ROBT.  B.  MITCHELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[Incloenre.] 

Fort  Riley,  Kans.,  February  9, 1865. 
Col.  James  H.  Ford, 

Commanding  District  of  Upper  Arkansas : 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  pursuance  to  instruc- 
tions received  from  headquarters  District  of  Upper  Arkansas,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  Council  Grove  to  ascertain  the  facts  about  the  shooting  of 
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First  Lieutenant  Dexter,  belonging  to  Company  D,  Sixteenth  Kansas 
Volunteer  Cavalry.  From  information  I  received  by  Lieutenant  Dex- 
ter and  soldiers. belonging  to  Company  D,  Second  Eegiment  Colorado 
Cavalry,  and  also  by  citizens  of  Council  Grove,  it  seems  their  stories 
are  too  clear  to  have  any  doubt  but  that  it  Avas  an  attempted  murder, 
in  which  the  captain  of  Company  D,  Sixteenth  Kansas  Volunteer  Cav- 
alry, would  be  implicated.  The  facts,  from  all  I  ascertained,  are  these: 
First  Lieutenant  Dexter  and  Captain  Kendall,  of  Company  D,  Six- 
teenth Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry,  have  had  some  difficulties  concern- 
ing military  matters,  and  on  account  of  this  First  Lieutenant  Dexter 
was  reported  by  the  captain  absent  without  leave,  and  was,  therefore, 
dismissed  the  service  of  the  United  States  and  ordered  to  report  to 
Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.  The  lieutenant,  after  receiving  his  order, 
prepared  to  obey  said  order,  and  while  at  Council  Grove,  preparatory 
to  starting  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  a  squad  of  eight  men  came  from  the 
camp  to  Council  Grove  to  arrest  this  first  lieutenant.  Dexter,  by  order 
of  Captain  Kendall,  and  ordered  him  to  go  with  them  to  camp,  and  the 
lieutenant  replied  that  his  captain  had  nothing  more  to  do  with  him, 
and  that  they  had  no  proper  order  to  show  concerning  his  arrest;  still, 
he  would  go,  and  started,  but  they  had  not  proceeded  more  than  300 
yards  from  the  hotel  when  the  eight  men  at  ouce  leveled  their  pistols 
at  the  lieutenant  and  the  command  to  fire  was  given.  The  lieutenant 
at  the  same  time  drew  his  pistol  and  fired  one  shot,  but  finding  that  he 
was  wounded,  ran  for  the  hotel  immediately.  He  was  pursued  by  some 
of  the  same  party,  and  would  have  been  killed  at  the  hotel  if  Sergeant 
Tibbits,  with  his  detachment  of  Company  D,  Second  Regiment  Col- 
orado Cavalry,  had  not  come  to  his  assistance  immediately.  The  sol- 
diers who  pursued  him  to  the  hotel  were  still  threatening  that  they 
would  kill  Lieutenant  Dexter  if  they  had  to  search  every  house  in 
town,  but  they  finally  saw  that  the  detachment  of  Company  D,  Second 
Colorado  Cavalry,  would  kill  the  first  one  who  attempted  to  open  or 
break  a  door.  They  were  then  ordered  to  go  back  to  their  camp.  Dur- 
ing all  this  time  1  understand  that  their  captain  was  about  the  town. 
The  next  morning  I  returned  to  this  post. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  WISE, 
First  Lieut.  Company  B,  2d  Begt,  Colorado  Cav.,  Comdg.  Detach. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  February  9,  1865. 
Brigadier- General  Mitchell, 

Omaha : 
One  large  regiment  leaves  here  Monday  for  Julesburg;  also  400  pack- 
mules.  1  expect  to  get  control  of  troops  at  Randall  and  Sioux  City. 
Citizens  of  North.  Nebraska  should  be  organized  and  armed  ready  to 
defend  their  country  if  required.  1  will  put  troops  on  the  line  as  fast 
as  possible.  Can.  you  load  100  teams  with  forage  at  Omaha?  Send 
friendly  Indians  as  spies  among  the  Indians  of  North  Nebraska.  Will 
send  you  orders  about  horses  to-morrow.  Let  us  get  at  the  intentions 
of  these  Indians.  I  fear  the  Julesburg  Indians  will  swing  round  on  the 
settlements. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  February  9,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Mitchell,  Omaha: 

With  troops  ordered  from  here  and  Fort  Riley  there  will  be  at  least 
2,000  additional  liead  of  horses  and  mules  to  be  fed  from  Kearny  to 
Julesburg.  "What  are  your  facilities  for  doing  it?  These  troops  will 
be  there  within  fifteen  days. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  February  9,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Mitchell,  Omaha: 

I  have  no  authority  to  authorize  the  raising  of  any  companies.  The 
quartermaster  at  Omaha  will  purchase  horses  for  the  Pawnee  company. 
Vouchers  will  be  paid  by  Colonel  Potter,  dei)ot  quartermaster  at  this 
post. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  February  9,  1865. 

E.  Creighton,  Omaha: 

I  shall  be  here  until  I  get  my  troops  well  on  the  move,  say  eight  or 
ten  days,  and  would  lilie  to  see  you. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  February  9, 1865. 

Colonel  Livingston, 

Julesburg : 
I  send  one  full  regiment  to  you ;  leave  here  Monday ;  also  400  pack- 
mules.    I  will  give  you  troops,  but  you  must  hold  to  what  you  have 
got,  and  we  must  get  tbe  Overland  route  open.    What  supplies  are 
most  needed,  and  at  what  point '?    Keep  communication  open  with  me, 

and  report  daily, 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Februarg  9,  1865. 

Col.  E.  E.  Livingston, 

Julesburg : 
Confer  with  agent  of  Overland  mail,  and  have  him  put  stages 
through.    I  believe  he  is  with  you.    There  will  be  two  regiments  with 
you  as  soon  as  they  can  march  from  here  and  Eiley.    They  will  be  sub- 
ject to  General  Mitchell's  orders. 
•^  G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  General. 
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Omaha,  February  9,  1865. 
Capt.  J.  B.  David, 

Columbus : 
Send  two  or  three  Pawnee  Indians  well  up  lioup  Fork  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  the  movements  of  hostile  Indiana  in  that  direction.  If 
they  find  no  Indians  on  the  Loup  direct  them  to  cross  over  to  Wood 
River,  near  its  head,  and  ascertain,  if  possible,  whether  there  are  any 
Indians  in  that  country.  Say  to  them  we  will  pay  them  well  for  their 
time. 

ROBT.  B.  MITCHELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Office  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  February  10, 1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  0.  T.  Christensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi : 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  information  received  at  this  office  this  10th  day  of 
February,  1865 :  Information  received  at  this  office  this  day  is  mainly 
confirmatory  of  previous  statements.  General  Shelby  is  reported  in 
command  of  all  the  cavalry  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department.  A 
Mr.  Morris  is  reported  to  be  at  Houston,  Tex.,  engaged  in  the  prepa- 
ration of  a  machine  for  blowing  up  the  blockading  fleet  off  Galveston. 
It  is  expected  that  his  arrangements  will  be  perfected  this  month. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  M.  EATON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi. 


Baton  Eouge,  February  10,  1865. 

(Received  7.30  d.  m.) 
Capt.  S.  M.  Eaton, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 

A  report  has  just  reached  this  place  from  Chnton,  La.,  that  there  was 
a  telegraph  dispatch  received  at  that  place  yesterday  to  the  efi"ect  that 
General  Sherman  was  at  Branchville,  S.  C,  intrenching,  and  that  Gen- 
eral Lee  was  advancing  against  him  with  100,000  men;  also  that  the 
rebel  peace  commissioners  had  returned  to  Richmond  without  accom- 
plishing anythiug. 

GEO.  G.  OURTISS, 
First  Lieutenant,  Eighteenth  New  York  Battery. 


General  Orders,  )  War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  21.  I  Washington,  February  10, 1865. 

*****  #  ^j 

IV.  The  Department  of  Mississippi  will  embrace  so  much  of  that 
State  as  may  be  occupied  by  the  troops  of  the  MUitary  Division  of 
West  Mississippi  on  the  river. 
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V.  The  Departmeut  of  the  Gulf  will  embrace  the  States  of  Louisiana 
and  Texas. 

VI.  Other  military  districts  ou  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  will  report  direct 
to  the  commanding  general  of  the  military  division. 

By  order  of  the  Se(!retary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hbqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

iVe?«  Orleans,  La.,  February  10,  lti(i5 — 3.15  p.  in. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  Steele, 

Kenner,  La. : 
Your  report  of  the  troops  that  have  left  your  i)ost  has  not  yet  been 
received.  There  is  now  transportation  at  Hickox  Landing,  on  Lake 
Pontchartraiu,  for  about  2,!i00  men,  and  the  commanding  general  directs 
that  such  of  the  following-named  legiments  as  have  not  already  been 
sent,  or  for  which  steamers  are  ready  at  Kenner,  be  sent  to  Mobile  Bay, 
via  the  lake,  viz:  Twenty-third  Iowa,  Seventy-sixth  Illinois,  Twenty- 
ninth  Illinois,  Thirtieth  Missouri,  and  One  hundred  and  sixty-first  New 
York.  More  sea  transportation  with  capacity  for  1,200  infantry  will  be 
sent  in  two  oi'  three  days. 

C.  T.  OHEISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Kennerville,  February  10,  1865. 

(Eeceived  6.40  p.  m.) 

Lieut.  Col.  0.  T.  Ohristensen, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 
Colonel:  The  following  regiments  and  batteries  have  left,  viz:  One 
hundred  and  fourteenth  Ohio,  Twenty-fourth  Indiana,  and  Thirty- 
fourth  Iowa,  of  General  Andrews'  brigade;  Forty-seventh  Indiana, 
Twenty-first  Iowa,  Twenty-ninth  Wisconsin,  and  Ninety-ninth  Illinois, 
of  General  Lawler's  brigade;  Eighth  Illinois,  Eleventh  Illinois  and 
Forty-sixth  Illinois,  of  General  Dennis'  brigade,  and  the  Fourth  and 
Seventh  Massachusetts  Batteries.  Transportation  is  required  for  the 
following-named  regiments:  Thirty-seventh  Illinois,  Twentieth  Iowa, 
and  Ninety-sixth  Ohio,  of  Colonel  Black's  brigade;  Twenty-ninth  Illi- 
nois, Thirtieth  Missouri,  and  One  hundred  and  sixty-flrst  New  York, 
of  the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Col.  L.  Kent  commanding,  and 
Twenty-third  Iowa,  Twenty-eighth  Illinois,  and  Seventy-sixth  Illinois, 
unassigned.  The  First  Indiana  and  Seventeenth  Ohio  Batteries  aie 
awaiting  orders  in  the  city.  The  Second  Connecticut  and  part  of  the 
Second  Massachusetts  are  at  Greenville.  The  Twenty-first  New  York 
and  one  section  of  the  Second  Massac^husetts  are  at  Morgiinza,  under 
orders  for  Greenville.  The  Twenty-sixth  New  York  and  Fifteenth 
Massachusetts  are  here. 
Very  respectfully, 

^        ^  JOHN  F.  LACBt, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarteks  U.  S.  Forces, 

Kenner,  La.,  February  10,  1865. 

Col.  Loren  Kent, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade,  First  Division  : 
Colonel:  The  commauding  general  directs  that  you  hold  your  com- 
mand in  readiness  to  move  tomorrow  morning  at  daylight  to  Hickox 
Landing,  on  Lake  Pontchartrain,  where  you  will  find  vessels  to  carry 
you  to  Mobile  Point,  Ala.  You  will  go  by  rail  to  the  Shell  road,  and 
march  thence  to  the  lake.  Major  McBntee,  chief  quartermaster,  has 
gone  to  the  city  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  railroad  trans- 
portation. The  Twenty-third  Iowa  will  accompany  you,  and  if  there 
should  be  sufficient  water  transportation  the  Seventy-sixth  Illinois  will 
go  also.  Your  wagons  will  be  sent  by  the  river  road  without  any  load, 
and  should  be  got  off  as  early  as  possible. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
'  JOHN  F.  LAOBY, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


MoRGANZA,  February  10,  1S65. 

(Keceived  8.30  a.  m.) 
Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
1  am  en  route  with  four  regiments  from  Vicksburg.  From  all  I  can 
learn  I  would  prefer  to  camp  at  Carrollton  instead  of  Kennerville.  I 
will  expect  your  orders  by  the  time  the  Pierce  arrives  at  Baton  llouge, 
Plaquemine,  or  Kennerville.  On  board  is  the  Forty-eighth  U.  S.  Colored 
Infantry,  over  700  strong. 

JNO.  P.  HAWKINS, 

Brigadier-  General. 


General  Orders,  )      Huqrs.  Defenses  of  New^  Orleans, 

No.  6.  )  Wew  Orleans,  February  10,  1865. 

The  general  commanding  tenders  his  thanks  to  Capt.  W.  I.  Allen, 
Thirty-first  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and  the  battalion  of  mounted 
infantry  under  his  command,  for  their  uniform  good  conduct  since 
occupying  their  present  position,  and  particularly  for  the  unusual  sac- 
cess  which  has  thus  far  attended  their  operations  in  capturing  the 
noted  guerrilla  leader  and  desperado,  King,  and  at  various  times  large 
numbers  of  guerrilla  bands  infesting  that  region,  thus  promoting 
security  and  good  order  upon  that  frontier,  with  the  exercise  of  a  good 
judgment  that  led  to  no  unnecessary  bloodshed. 
By  command  of  Brigadier  General  Sherman: 

FREDERIC  SPEED, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


La  Fourche  District, 
Thihodeaux,  February  10,  1865. 
Col.  J.  G.  Clark, 

Gomtnanding  Post,  Thibodeaux : 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  Lieutenant  Pompo- 
neau.  First  Louisiana  Cavalry,  with  twenty-five  men  of  his  company 
mounted,  armed,  and  equipped,  with  three  days'  rations  in  haversacks 
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and  as  much  forage  as  necessary,  to  make  a  recomiaissance  in  the 
Brul^  Saint  Vincent  country,  for  the  purpose  of  surprising  and  cap- 
turing any  rebel  recruiting  parties  that  may  be  in  that  section  of 
country,  and  to  gain  any  information  of  contemplated  raids.  Lieuten- 
ant Pompoueau  will  be  authorized  to  bring  in  with  him  any  recruits 
who  may  desire  to  join  the  IT.  S.  service. 

Very  respectfully,  j?'?v  obedient  servant, 

B.  B.  CAMPBELL, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

A^ew  Orleans,  February  10, 1865. 

(Via  Donaldsonville.) 
Colonel  Sayles, 

Bayou  Oonla: 

Send  Eightieth  TJ.  S.  Colored  Infantry  back  to  Bonnet  Carr^.  Send 
two  companies  Third  Ehode  Island  Cavalry  to  Plaquemioe  via  the  road, 
and  the  other  three  to  Hermitage  plantation,  with  a  lield  ofi&cer.  The 
IberviUe  can  take  the  Eightieth  to  Bonnet  Carre  and  return  for  the 
three  companies  for  Hermitage,  after  which  she  will  take  on  board  the 
companies  of  the  Thirty-first  Massachusetts  at  the  Hermitage  and 
bring  them  to  Carroll  ton.  Give  these  orders  to  the  captain  of  the 
Iberville.    Acknowledge  receipt. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Sherman : 

FEBDEEIC  SPEED, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Bayou  Goula,  February  10,  1865. 

(Received  6  p.  m.) 
Capt.  F.  Speed, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
Am  sending  out  scouting  parties  in  different  directions.  I  have  sent 
two  companies  of  cavalry  and  one  of  infantry  toward  Grand  Bayou 
this  morning,  having  heard  that  there  was  a  party  of  rebels  in  that 
direction.  Our  pickets  arrested  a  soldier  in  the  Second  Louisiana  Cav- 
alry last  night  attempting  to  steal  in  town.  He  was  armed  with  bowie- 
knife  and  revolver. 
EespectfuUy, 

W.  SAYLES, 
Colonel,  Commanding, 


La  Fourche  District, 
Thibodeaux,  La.,  February  10, 1865. 
Col.  C.  L.  Harris, 

Commanding  Post,  Brashear: 
The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  immediately  send  the 
Cornie  with  100  men,  armed  and  equipped,  with  three  days'  rations  and 
forty  rounds  of  ammunition,  to  Lake  Verret.  You  will  also  send  on 
the  Cornie,  if  possible,  a  howitzer  with  a  party  to  man  it.  The  Cornie 
will  proceed  via  Flat  Lake,  Bayou  Long,  down  Bayou  Magaselle  into 
Lake  Verret,  and  lay  off  the  saw-miU  and  the  shell  bank  for  the  purpose 
of  watching  the  movements  and  capturing,  if  possible,  a  force  of  the 
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enemy  said  to  be  now  infesting  the  Brule  Texas  region,  but  which  will 
be  driven  out,  aud  it  is  expected  will  retreat  that  way.  The  Cornie  will 
remain  at  the  point  indicated  fifteen  or  twenty  hours  and  then  return. 
In  order  to  make  the  movement  a  success  great  celerity  is  required. 

B.  B.  CAMPBELL, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


La  Foueohe  Disteict, 
Thibodeaux,  La.,  February  10,  1865. 
Opficee  Comdg.  Reconnaissance  toward  Lake  Verret  : 

You  will  at  once  proceed  with  Company  — ,  Sixteenth  Indiana 
Mounted  Infantry,  and  Company  K,  First  Louisiana  Cavalry,  to  the 
Shell  Bank,  on  Lake  Verret,  near  Bayou  Blue,  for  the  purpose  of  inter- 
cepting and  capturing,  if  possible,  a  force  of  the  enemy  said  to  be  some- 
where in  that  vicinity.  On  arriving  at  that  place,  if  >ou  can  learn 
nothing  of  their  whereabouts  you  will  at  once  proceed  to  Napoleonville, 
via  Texas  Brul6  and  the  road  running  along  the  canal,  and  report  to 
the  commanding  officer  at  Napoleouville.  Should  you  find  the  enemy 
you  will  pursue  them  as  far  as  Lake  Verret  or  Grand  River.  Great 
care  will  be  taken  not  to  fire  into  a  party  from  the  Third  Rhode  Island 
Cavalry  which  has  been  started  out  from  ISTapoleonville  in  pursuit  of 
the  same  force  of  the  enemy.  You  will  take  three  days'  rations,  forty 
rounds  of  ammunition,  and  such  forage  as  you  can  carry.  The  com- 
manding officer  will  be  held  responsible  that  no  plundering  is  allowed. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Cameron : 

B.  B.  CAMPBELL, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )       Hdqes.  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

No.  42,  )  Weto  Orleans,  February  10, 1865. 

I.  In  obedience  to  orders  from  headquarters  Military  Division  of 
West  Mississippi,  the  battalion  of  the  Thirty- first  Massachusetts 
Mounted  Infantry  will  immediately  concentrate  at  CarroUton  and 
report  to  Brigadier-General  Lucas. 

II.  Colonel  Sayles  will  detach  two  companies  of  the  Third  Rhode 
Island  Cavalry,  now  at  Bayou  Goula,  to  take  post  at  Plaquemine  and 
relieve  the  detachment  of  the  Thirty- first  Massachusetts  now  there.  The 
remaining  three  companies  of  the  Third  Rhode  Island  Cavalry  at  Bayou 
Goula  will,  under  a  field  officer  of  the  regiment,  take  post  at  Hermitage 
plantation  and  relieve  the  Thirty-first  Massachusetts  Mounted  Infan- 
try. Captain  Allen,  or  the  officer  there  in  command,  will  turn  over  to 
said  field  officer  all  instructions  and  orders  and  all  the  information  in 
his  possession  in  regard  to  the  country. 

III.  Major  Shaw  will  detach  a  platoon  of  the  Third  Rhode  Island 
Cavalry  to  relieve  the  company  of  the  Thirty-first  Massachusetts  oppo- 
site Plaquemine. 

IV.  The  battalion  of  the  Eightieth  Colored  Infantry  now  at  Bayou 
Goula  will  immediately  return  to  its  station. 

V.  The  quartermaster's  department  will  famish  the  necessary  trans- 
portation to  carry  this  order  into  immediate  effect. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Sherman : 

FREDERIC  SPEED, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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La  Fourche  District, 
Thibodeaux,  La.,  February  W,  1865. 
Commanding  Officer  Napoleonville  : 

Your  telegram  with  reference  to  the  enemy  is  received.  The  gen- 
eral commanding  has  sent  two  companies  of  cavalry  from  this  place  by 
way  of  Brul6  Landry  and  Texas,  who  will  probably  strike  the  canal 
and  report  at  Napoleonville  before  dark,  unless  they  meet  the  enemy. 
Please  inform  Major  Davis,  so  that  there  may  be  no  collision. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-Genera)  Cameron : 

B.  B.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Ifeio  Orleans,  La.,  February  10, 1805. 
Maj.  Gen.  N.  J.  T.  Dana, 

Commanding  Department  of  Mississippi,  Memphis,  Tenn.  : 
Sir:  The  commanding  general  desires  that  any  protection  that  may 
be  given,  without  danger  to  more  important  military  interests,  be  given 
to  the  planting  and  other  interests  embracjed  in  General  Orders,  No.  13, 
and  the  regulations  of  the  Treasury  Department.  The  policy  indicated 
in  the  regulations  is  that  adopted  by  the  Government,  and  will  be 
carried  out  as  fully  as  it  can  be  without  interfering  with  military  oper- 
ations or  endangering  the  safety  of  your  command. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  CHRISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  Detach.  Aihuv  of  the  Tennessee, 
On  board  Steamer  Diadem,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  February  10,  1865. 

General  N.  J.  T.  Dana, 

Commanding  Department  of  Mississippi  : 
General:  I  have  been  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding 
to  stop  at  this  place  and  collect  all  the  officers  and  men  belonging  to 
my  command  who  are  fit  for  duty.  As  some  of  them  no  doubt  are 
detailed  and  it  is  very  desirable  they  should  join  their  commands,  will 
you  please  issue  an  order  to  that  effect,  directing  the  men  to  report 
immediately  on  board  the  above  steamer?  I  also  send  you  list  of 
names  of  some  of  the  regiments  in  application  from  the  regimental 
commanders  to  have  officers  and  men  relieved. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  J.  McAETHUE, 

Brigadier-  Getter  al. 


HEADQiUAiiXiiiiri  Cavalry  Expedition, 
Steamer  John  Kaine,  Gaines^  Landing,  February  10,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  K  J.  T.  Dana, 

Commanding  Department  of  Mississippi: 
General:  After  the  most  fatiguing  scout  of  my  life  I  arrived  here 
at  2  p.  m.  to-day,  and  have  the  honor  to  report  my  command  well,  m 
good  condition,  and  within  one  day's  march  of  this  place.    I  send  the 
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Fourth  and  Fifth  Illinois  Cavalry  ou  steamers  Laurel  Hill  and  Autocrat, 
and  desire  that  the  greatest  expedition  be  used  in  returning  them,  as  I 
cannot  move  until  they  reach  me.  The  command  have,  in  the  fourteen 
days  of  their  absence,  passed  through  Oak  Ridge,  Monroe,  Bastrop,  Ham- 
burg, Collins',  and  Shanghai ;  have  failed  to  provoke  a  skirmish  even  from 
the  enemy.  They  have  captured  45  prisoners,  20  deserters,  1  steamer 
(the  Barkman,  which  I  burned  after  crossing  my  troops  with  it),  6  ferry- 
boats on  Bayou  Bartholomew,  and  about  300  horses  and  mules,  many 
of  them  the  very  best.  They  have  marched  300  miles,  and  made  4  fer- 
ries; have  built  two  miles  and  a  half  of  bridges,  and  this  with  a  total 
loss  of  1  man  accidentally  wounded,  1  man  leg  broken,  30  men  sick,  and 
30  horses  and  mules  disabled  and  abandoned.  To  describe  the  roads, 
the  poverty  of  the  people,  or  the  sufferings  of  my  command  during  this 
terrible  march  would  be  impossible.  1  think  twenty  negroes  died  in 
one  day  from  exposure,  and  it  is  not  exaggeration  to  say  that  at  one 
time  one-half  of  a  regiment  might  be  seen  dismounted,  struggling  with 
their  horses,  every  one  of  which  was  mired  and  down.  Ifo  squad  of 
men,  much  less  an  army,  can  live  anywhere  we  have  been.  The  people 
have  neither  seed,  corn,  nor  bread,  or  the  mills  to  grind  the  corn  in  if 
they  had  it,  as  I  burned  them  wherever  found.  Practically,  the  line 
now  and  hereafter  of  the  Confederates  is  the  Ouachita.  Colonel 
McNeill's  force  of  800  men,  at  Oak  Ridge,  dwindled  from  that  number  to 
fifty,  who  scattered  at  our  approach  promiscuously  through  the  woods, 
McNeill  being  last  heard  from  in  an  impassable  swamp  with  four  men 
and  a  nigger.  The  nigger  deserted,  as  did  probably  the  others.  I  have 
taken  from  these  people  the  mules  with  which  they  would  raise  a  crop 
the  coming  year,  and  burned  every  surplus  grain  of  corn,  and  cannot 
imagine  that  one  company  of  cavalry  can  obtain  subsistence  for  more 
than  thirty  days  in  the  whole  country.  On  the  receipt  of  brigade  com- 
manders' reports  I  will  immediately  furnish  you  a  more  full  and  satis- 
factory report.* 

I  have  the  honor,  general,  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

E.  D.  OSBAJSTD, 
Colonel  Third  U.  8.  Colored  Cavalry,  Commanding  Expedition. 


Hdqks.  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  February  10,  1865. 

(Received  5.10  p.  ra.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Headquarters  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 
Following  dispatch  just  received  from  General  Dodge: 

Fort  Leavenworth,  February  10,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope: 

Will  have  telegraph  open  to  Denver  and  Salt  Lake  by   Sunday.     Am  ready  to 
protect  Overland  mail  through. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  General. 

JNO.  POPE, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 

*Seep.  68. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  February  10,  1865— 2.24  p.  m. 
Major-General  Dodge, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. : 
The  Secretary  of  War  authorizes  you  to  raise  two  companies  of 
Indian  guides,  to  be  mustered  into  service  in  usual  form,  for  one  year, 
or  until  sooner  discharged.  You  will  provisionally  appoint  the  officers 
as  soon  as  companies  are  raised,  and  send  to  the  Adjutant-General  a 
list  of  names  of  officers  so  appointed,  for  commission  by  the  President. 
Those  you  require  to  be  mounted  will  be  supplied  with  Indian  ponies 
by  the  quartermaster's  department. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headqitarteuo  L-:::  AiiTMENT  OF  Arkansas, 

Little  Rock,  Ark.,  February  10,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  M.  Dobge, 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 
General  :  I  deem  it  inexpedient  to  make  the  proposed  exchange 
of  the  Second  Missouri  Cavalry  for  the  First  and  Seventh  Eegiments 
as  suggested  in  your  indorsement  of  the  20th  ultimo. 
I  am,  genera],  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

J.  J.  EEYNOLDS, 

Major-General. 


Fort  Leavenworth,  February  10, 1865. 
Maj.  J.  W.  Barnes, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
I  shall  have  to  remain  here  several  days.     If  there  are  any  papers 
that  need  my  attention  send  them  through  by  special  messenger;  any 
dispatches  forward  them  by  telegraph. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-General. 


Special  Orbbks,  )  Hdqks.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  41.  ]  Fort  Leavenworth,  February  10, 1865. 

VI.  The  commanding  officers  at  Fort  Riley  and  Fort  Kearny  will 
halt  all  trains  going  west  at  those  points  and  organize  the  jjersons 
accompanying  them  into  companies  for  the  protection  of  the  train.  A 
competent  person  will  be  selected  as  captain  and  placed  in  charge  of 
the  train  and  organization. 

VII.  All  persons  accompanying  the  train  must  be  armed,  and  as 
soon  as  teams  enough  are  concentrated  to  organize  a  company  of  100 
or  more  armed  men  they  will  be  sent  forward  in  charge  of  the  captain 
appointed,  who  will  be  held  responsible  for  holding  the  organization 
and  train  together  for  its  security,  &c.  Under  no  circumstances  will 
teams  be  allowed  to  straggle  along  the  road,  or  go  forward  except 
under  a  thorough  organization  as  above  prescribed.  The  officer  in 
charge  of  the  train  will  endeavor  to  camp  as  near  military  posts  as 
possible,  and  any  insubordination  on  the  part  of  any  person  accom- 
panying the  train,  refusal  to  obey  orders,  &c.,  will  be  reported  at  the 
first  military  post,  the  commanding  officer  of  which  will  immediately 
cause  the  arrest  and  punishment  of  the  parties. 
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YIIl.  All  Government;  trains  passing  I'^orts  Kearny  and  Eiley  will 
be  strongly  guarded,  and  citizen  trains  will  be  allowed  to  accompany 
tliem.  In  such  cases  tlie  commanding  officer  of  the  escort  will  be 
placed  in  charge  of  the  entire  train.  The  commanding  officers  of  all 
posts  are  commanded  to  give  all  aid  in  their  power  to  trains  crossing 
the  plains  and  to  see  that  this  order  is  complied  with. 

IX.  Government  trains  and  troops  will  obtain  forage  from  the  depots 
to  Forts  Kearny  and  Eiley  ironi  citizens  on  the  nmte,  in  all  cases  giving 
the  proper  receipts  to  the  citizens  and  making  the  proper  returns  to 
the  depot  quartermaster,  that  no  delay  or  trouble  may  ensue  in  issuing 
the  proper  vouchers. 

X.  At  all  times  the  Overland  mail  will  be  so  protected  as  to  insure 
its  safety,  escorts  running  from  one  military  post  to  another.  Breaks 
in  the  telegraph  line  must  be  immediately  reported  and  repaired. 
Sudden  dashes  of  Indians  is  no  cause  for  stopping  or  turning  back  of 
mails,  as  the  moment  the  Indians  are  driven  off  they  can  be  pushed 
through.  Tlie  mail  stations  through  the  country  where  Indian  diffi- 
culties exist  should  be  placed  within  protecting  distance  of  military 
posts. 

XI.  Trains  returning  will  be  organized,  as  above  prescribed,  at  some 
post  near  Denver  to  be  selected  by  Colonel  Moonlight,  commanding 
District  of  Colorado. 

By  order  of  Major-Geueral  Dodge: 

JOHIST  WILLANS, 
A  ssistant  A  djutant-  General. 


Headquak'I'erk  Dis'j'uicT  OK  Central  Missouri, 

WarrenHhurg,  Mo.,  February  JO,  1805. 
Maj.  J  W.  IjARKKK, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  the  Missouri: 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  district  at  this  time  very 
quiet  and  harmonious.  The  (lounties  of  Jackson  and  La  Fayette  are 
tlie  only  localities  troubled  with  bushwhackers.  My  efforts  against  the 
enemy  have  been  maiidy  directed  to  these  counties.  My  available 
force  has  been  actively  employed  there  for  the  last  fifteen  days  and 
these  efforts  have  been  quite  successful.  Several  bushwhackers  have 
been  killed,  horses  captured,  and  bands  hotly  chased,  giving  them  no 
rest  or  security.  The  gieat  trouble  heretofore  in  pursuing  these  par- 
ties has  been  their  facilities  for  crossing  the  Missouri  Kiver  on  the  ice 
at  any  point.  The  breaking  up  of  the  ice  Avill  very  materially  interfere 
with  their  plans  and  make  their  points  of  escapement  rather  snares  for 
entrapping  them.  The  available  cavalry  of  this  post  are  now  operating 
in  La  Fayette  and  I  am  hopeful  of  either  destroying  or  expelling  the 
few  brushmen  of  that  county  during  this  month.  The  sending  beyond 
our  lines  families  and  iriends  of  these  outlaws  will  greatly  advance  the 
success  of  our  efforts.  I  shall  make  recommendations  for  their  depor- 
tation as  fast  as  I  can  collect  evidence  justifying  such  action.  My 
force  is  growing  weaker  every  week  in  consequence  of  the  mustering 
out  of  the  Missouri  State  Militia.  I  am  therefore  going  about  the 
organization  of  the  volunteer  militia  companies  authorized  by  Governor 
Fletcher  with  all  possible  energy.  I  hope  in  a  very  short  time  to  have 
them  ready  for  service.  In  addition. thereto  I  am  preparing  local 
organizations  in  counties  not  included  in  General  Orders,  No.  3,  head- 
quarters State  of  Missouri.     The  construction  of  block-houses  and 
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stockades  is  progressing  well  and  will  probably  all  be  completed  by  the 
time  our  militia  and  local  forces  aie  organized,  so  that  they  can  be 
defended  and  guarded.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  forward  by  my  next  report 
the  rolls  of  the  disloyal  citizens  of  the  district,  classified,  the  accora- 
j)lisiiment  of  whicih  is  no  small  task.  The  troubles  at  Boonville  with 
discharged  soldiers  and  citizens  have  calmed  down  and  the  city  is 
tranquil.  The  manifestation  of  a  resolution  on  the  part  of  the  military 
authorities  to  put  down  predatory  bands  of  thieves  has  greatly  relieved 
the  people  and  these  outrages  are  growing  less  frequent  than  they  were 
fifteen  days  ago.  Circular  of  January  19, 1805,  from  your  headquar- 
ters, was  well  timed  and  will  have  a  most  salutary  effect.  I  have  laid 
a  special  injunction  on  commanding  officers  to  enforce  it.  The  impor- 
tant intimate  military  relations  existing  between  this  and  the  South- 
west District  have  induced  correspondence  between  General  iSanborn 
and  myself,  and  it  affords  me  great  ])leasure  to  mention  the  cordiality 
of  feeling  and  concurrence  of  sentiment  and  views  between  us.  It  is 
hia  opinion  that  the  military  telegraph  line,  at  one  period  of  the  war  run- 
ning direct  from  this  district  to  Springfield,  should  be  at  once  rebuilt. 
With  this  I  fully  concur.  The  great  delay  in  communicating  between 
here  and  Springfield,  via  Saint  Louis,  has  often  been  attended  with 
most  serious  consequences.  Especially  was  this  the  case  in  the  fall  of 
1863,  when  Shelby  made  so  bold  a  raid  through  the  Southwestern  and 
Central  Districts.  The  habitual  passing  from  that  to  this  district  of 
guerrillas  and  raiding  parties  renders  the  speediest  transmission  of 
information  of  the  utmost  importance.  This  matter  is  most  earnestly 
recommended  to  the  consideration  of  the  major-general  commanding. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedicTit  servant, 

JNO.  F.  PHILIPS, 
Colonel  Seventh  Cavalry  Missouri  State  Militia,  Comdg.  District. 


Headquarters  District  of  Central  Missouri, 

Warrensburg,  February  10,  1805. 

Captain  Meredith, 

Commanding,  Lexington,  Mo.  : 
1  start  scout  from  here  this  evening  to  appear  to-morrow  morning  in 
tlie  vicinity  of  Sni  Hills  and  to  scout  La  Fayette  County  for  five  days. 
You  will  co-operate  with  this  scout  with  all  your  available  force.    Look 
well  to  Greenton  Valley  and  vicinity  of  Wellington, 

JNU.  F.  PHILIPS, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Central  Missouri, 

Warrensburg,  February  10, 1865. 

Col.  Chester  IIarding, 

Kansas  City  : 
I  start  scout  from  here  at  5  p.  m.  to-day  to  appear  to-morrow  morn- 
ing in  vicinity  of  Sni  Hills  to  scout  La  Fayette  County  five  days. 
Co-operate  with  this  scout  as  far  as  possible. 

^  JNO.  F.  PHILIPS, 

Colonel,  Commanding  District. 
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Headquarters  District  of  Central  Missouri, 

Warrensburg,  Mo.,  February  10,  1865. 

Col.  Chester  Harding, 

Commanding  Fourth  Sub-District,  Kansas  City,  Mo. : 
Colonel  :  The  protection  of  the  line  of  travel  and  mail  between  here 
and  Independence  seems  to  be  a  necessity  to  some  extent.  The  super- 
intendent of  the  mail  line  (Koberts,  of  Independence),  in  answer  to  an 
inquiry  as  to  how  many  troops  were  necessary  to  protect  his  coaches, 
answered  that  they  should  extend  from  Holden  to  Big  Blue,  about  fif- 
teen men  to  each  party,  and  it  would  take  from  six  to  seven  parties. 
There  should  also  be  a  company  stationed  near  Lee's,  half  way  between 
here.  Independence,  and  Pleasant  Hill;  also  fifteen  men  at  Big  Blue 
Ferry.  From  which  it  will  be  seen  that  he  requires  173  men,  100  of 
which  must  be  cavalry.  This  is  modest.  Now,  1  am  anxious  to  protect 
this  line,  but  I  cannot  do  it  at  the  sacrifice  of  every  other  interest  of 
the  district.  I  have  sent  you  all  the  cavalry  I  can  possibly  spare,  and 
you  will  so  dispose  of  the  cavalry  and  infantry  at  your  command  as  to 
give  the  largest  possible  protection  to  this  interest  between  Pleasant. 
Hill  and  Independence.  Communicate  with  Eoberts,  mail  contractor, 
at  Independence,  and  have  him  call  at  your  headquarters  and  arrange 
this  matter  as  satisfactorily  as  possible.  If  an  escort  between  Holden 
and  Pleasant  Hill  be  necessary,  I  will  try  to  jirovide  for  it  in  this  sub- 
district.  My  own  opinion  is  that  it  would  be  exceedingly  hazardous  to 
undertake  to  guard  the  stage.  The  escort  would  be  bushwhacked  and 
heavy  squads  would  concentrate  on  the  escort  and  destroy  it.  The 
most  effectual  way  to  protect  the  line  would  be  to  keep  it  scouted, 
troops  continually  passing  along  it,  and  the  worst  places  watched. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  F.  PHILIPS, 
Colonel  Seventh  Cavalry  Missouri  Stale  Militia,  Comdg,  District, 


Cassville,  Mo.,  February  10, 1865. 
Brigadier-G  eneral  Sanborn  : 

I  have  been  at  Camp  Walker  and  Spavinaw.  There  are  not  more 
than  ten  or  twelve  rebels  in  any  squad  in  the  southwest  that  I  can  hear 
of.    If  you  want  me  to  go  to  Neosho  and  west  of  there,  notify  me  here. 


It  was  cold ;  I  returned  back. 


J.  B.  HICKOCK. 


Fort  LiiAVENWORTH,  February  10,  1865. 
Col.  C.  W.  Blair, 

Commanding  Fort  Scott: 

Order  Company  D,  Sixteenth  Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry,  now  en 
route  from  Council  Grove  to  Humboldt,  to  proceed  without  delay  to 
Fort  Kearny,  via  Fort  Kiley.  You  will  communicate  this  order  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  company  by  the  quickest  possible  means, 
and  report  to  these  headquarters  when  the  company  will  start  for  Fort 
Kearny. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Dodge: 

JOHN  WILLANS, 
Assistant  Ad,jvtant-  General. 
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Fort  Leavenworth,  February  lo,  1865. 
Brigadier  General  Mitchell, 

Omaha : 
One  liundred  teams  left  here  a  week  ago  for  Denver.  Seventy-five 
ot  them  are  to  unload  at  Cottonwood;  wagons  go  through  to  Denver 
empty.  If  you  want  anything  hauled  from  Cottonwood  to  Julesburg, 
take  advantage  of  this.  One  hundred  thousand  rations  leave  for 
Kearny  to-day,  and  next  week  150  teams  will  be  loaded  for  Cottonwood 
and  Julesburg.  What  do  you  want  them  loaded  with?  Has  the  quar- 
termaster at  Omaha  any  autliority  to  contract  for  corn?  If  so  by 
whom  given  ?  ' 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-General. 

FoBT  LiiAVENWOKTH,  February  JO,  1865. 
Colonel  Livingston, 

Julesburc) : 
Were  the  Government  stores  at  Valley  Station  saved?     Have  we 
6,000  bushels  of  corn  there?     When  do  the  Overland  Mail  Company 
propose  to  put  coaches  on  we.st  of  Julesburg? 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-General. 

Special  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

No.  42.  )  Meiv  Orleans,  La.,  February  11,  1865. 

1.  Capt.  E.  B.  Hatch,  assistant  quartermaster  of  volunteers,  will  pro- 
ceed without  delay  to  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  report  to  Major-General 
Dana,  commanding  Department  of  Mississippi,  tor  assignment  to  duty. 

2.  Paragraph  13,  Special  Orders,  No.  40,  assigning  Surg.  Julius  A. 
Skilton,  Fourteenth  New  York  Cavalry,  to  duty  with  the  Separate  Bri- 
gade, commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Lucas,  is  hereby  so  modified  as 
to  read  "surgeon  in  charge,"  instead  of  "chief  medical  ofiicer,"  for  the 
purpose  of  conforming  with  Circular  No.  1,  series  of  1864,  from  the  ofQce 
of  the  chief  medical  officer  of  this  division. 

3.  Lieut.  Col.  C.  E.  Compton,  Fifty-third  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  is 
hereby  detailed  as  acting  assistant  inspector-general  of  the  forces 
under  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hawkins,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 
He  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  B.  S.  Canby: 

*C.  T.  CHKISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  oi-  West  Mississippi, 

Office  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  February  11,  1865, 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi: 
Colonel:  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  information  received  at  this  office  this  11th  day  of 
February,  1865:  Capt.  L.  E.  Whybark,  Salem,  Mo.,  January  30,  states 
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that  Freeman's  brigade,  which  has  been  furloughed  until  spring,  is  still 
uialcing  raids  in  his  vicinity.  Forage  and  subsistence  are  very  scarce 
there.  Ool.  J.  D.  Allen,  Mount  Vernon,  Mo.,  January  25,  states  that 
200  rebels  are  on  the  Arkansas  border,  commanded  by  one  Brown. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  M.  EATOK, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  Mil.  TJiv.  of  West  Mississippi. 


Special  Orders.  )  Hdqrs.  A;;3iii:,s  oi^'  the  United  States, 

No.  32.  '  (  City  Point,  Va.,  February  11, 1865. 

II.  Bvt.  Maj.  GeTi.  B.  11.  Grierson,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  report  in  per- 
son to  Maj.  Gen.  E.  E.  S.  Cauby,  commanding  Military  Division  of  West 
Mississippi,  for  orders.  His  personal  staff  and  Capt.  S.  L.  Woodward, 
assistant  adjutant- general,  will  accompany  him.  The  quartermaster's 
department  will  furnish  transportation  for  horses  and  baggage  of  Gen- 
eral Grierson  and  staff  from  Paducah,  Ky.,  to  New  Orleans,  La. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant : 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  February  11,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  A.  Hurlbut, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Oulf,  New  Orleans,  La. : 
Sir  :  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  inform  you 
that  the  restrictions  heretofore  imposed  upon  the  shipment  of  cotton 
from  Waterproof  and  Saint  Joseph,  Tensas  Parish,  La.,  under  the 
authority  of  General  Orders,  No.  80,  are  hereby  revoked. 
Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  OHEISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(Same  to  Maj.  Gen.  N.  J.  T.  Dana,  commanding  Department  of 
Mississippi,  Memphis,  Tenn.;  Hon.  O.  N.  Cutler,  purchasing  agent, 
Treasury  Department,  New  Orleans,  La.) 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  February  11, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  Steele,  ' 

Kenner,  La.: 
My  dispatch  of  yesterday  is  hereby  modified  so  as  to  read  Lake- 
port  instead  of  Hicko  Landing  as  the  place  of  embarkation  on  Lake 
Pontchartrain.  Besides  the  steamers  Nashua  and  N.  P.  Banks,  sent  to 
you  yesterday,  theBelvidereand  Peabody,  with  capacity  for  2,200,  will 
be  sent  you  to-day.  These  steamers,  together  with  those  at  Lakeport, 
will,  it  is  supposed,  suffice  for  all  your  infantry  and  for  the  following 
batteries:  Fifteenth  Massachusetts,  Second  Connecticut,  Twenty-first 
and  Twenty-sixth  New  York.  Thus  all  your  troops,  except  the  Second 
Massachusetts,  iirst  Indiana,  and  Seventeenth  Ohio  Batteries  will  be 
disposed  of.  The  choice  of  troops  to  be  sent  by  sea  and  those  to  be 
sent  via  Lakeport  is  left  to  yourself. 

C.  T.  CHEISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Kennerville,  February  11,  1865. 

(Keceived  10  a.  m.) 
Col.  C.  T.  Chbistensen, 

Assistani  Adjutant-General: 
Colonel:  The  Third  Brigade,  Colouel  Kent  commanding,  and  the 
iwenty-third  Iowa,  are  now  en  route  to  Hicko  Landing.  They  num- 
ber, combined,  2,100  men.  Shall  I  send  the  Seventy-sixth  Illinois  also« 
That  regiment  will  move  with  550  men.  If  transportation  can  be  fur- 
nished trom  the  lake  I  can  get  them  started  about  12  o'clock. 

JOHN  F.  LACEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Creneral. 


General  Orders,  |  Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Keserve  Corps, 

No.  1.  )  Bauphin  Island,  Ala.,  February  11,  1865. 

Pursuant  to  Special  Orders,  No.  1,  District  of  South  Alabama,  the 
undersigned  hereby  assumes  command  of  Second  Brigade,  lieserve 
Corps,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi. 

Existing  orders  will  continue  in  force  and  reports  forwarded  to  these 
headquarters. 

JAMES  H.  COATES, 

Colonel. 


Genei^al  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

No.  7.  \  New  Orleans,  February  11,  1865. 

The  following  order  is  republished  for  general  information.*  The 
name  of  this  command  will  be  changed,  from  this  date,  to  Southern 
Division  of  Louisiana.  The  series  of  orders  will  continue  in  regular 
order  as  if  no  chaage  had  been  made. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Sherman : 

FREDERIC  SPEED, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Southern  Div.  of  Louisiana, 

No.  44.  ]  New  Orleans,  La.,  February  11,  1865. 

1.  The  Seventh  Vermont  Veteran  Volunteers  will  on  Monday  next 
]iroceed  to  Camp  Parapet  and  take  post  there.  The  Sixth  Minnesota 
Volunteers  will  take  post  at  Terrell's  Press  and  relieve  the  Seventh 
Vermont  Veteran  Volunteers.  Terrell's  Press  will  be  turned  over  in 
good  ordei-,  and  all  fixtures  and  public  property  pertaining  thereto 
transferred  to  the  regimental  quartermaster  Sixth  Minnesota  Volun- 
teers. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Sherman: 

FREDERIC  SPEED, 

A s^istant  Adjutan t- General. 

*  See  General  Orders,  No.  8,  Uepartmeut.  of  the  Gulf,  p.  7S7. 
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Headquaetebs  Depaktmbnt  of  Mississippi, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  February  11, 1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  G.  T.  Christensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi: 
My  scouts  inform  me  that  Geiieral  Forrest  is  ordered  to  Mobile. 
His  men  are  to  assemble  near  Grenada  with  a  view  to  going  either  to 
Mobile  or  Cliarleston. 


Eespectfully, 


N.  J.  T.  UANA, 

Major-  General. 


General  Okdeks,  )     Hdqrs.  Department  of  Mississippi, 

No.  20.  \  Memphis,  Tenn.,  February  11, 1865. 

Gapt.  W.  H.  H.  Emmons,  assistant  adjutant-general,  U.  S.  Volun- 
teers, is  hereby  announced  on  duty  at  these  headquarters. 
By  order  of  Mai.  Gen.  ]S'.  J.  T.  Dana: 

F.  W.  FOX, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  |  Hdqrs.  District  of  Vicksburg, 

No.  8.  (  Vivlcshurg,  Miss.,  February  11,  1865. 

In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  59,  extract  1,  current  series, 
from  headquarters  Department  of  Mississippi,  tlie  undersigned  relin- 
quishes the  command  of  the  District  of  Vicksburg  to  Brig.  Gen.  M.  L. 
Smith. 

G.  G.  WASHBURN, 
Major- General,  U.  8.  Volunteers, 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  District  of  West  Tennessee, 

No.  9.  J  Memphis,  Tenn.,  February  11,  1865. 

In  consequence  of  recent  changes  in  the  staff  of  this  district,  the  fol- 
lowing oflBcers  are  announced  as  a.t  present  on  duty  at  these  head- 
quarters: Gapt.  B.  K.  Eoberts,  assistant  adjutant-general,  U.  S. 
Volunteers;  First  Lieut.  H.  G.  Seymour,  aide-de-camp  and  acting 
assistant  adjutan-t-general;  Maj.  R.  G.  Rouibauer,  First  Illinois  Light 
Artillery,  chief  of  artillery;  IVIaj.  L.  W.  Clark,  One  hundred  and 
eighth  Illinois  Infantry  Volunteers,  acting  assistant  inspector-general; 
Maj.  J.  J.  Paterson,  surgeon  Forty-sixth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry, 
medical  director;  Gapt.  H.  S.  Lee,  Seventh  Wisconsin  Battery,  iudge- 
advocate;  Ga])t.  J.  C.  Brooks,  commissary  of  subsistence,  U.  S.  Vol- 
unteers; First  Lieut.  J.  W.  Wright,  Second  Iowa  Cavalry,  acting 
chief  quartermaster;  First  Lieut.  A.  0.  Boals,  One  hundred  and  eighth 
Illinois  Infantry  Volunteers,  acting  ordnance  ofdcer;  First  Lieut. 
Marion  Campbell,  Eighth  Iowa  Veteran  Volunteers,  assistant  commis- 
sary of  musters;  Second  Lieut.  A.  G.  Oatman,  One  hundred  and  eighth 
Illinois  Infantry,  acting  assistant  inspector-general;  First  Lieut. 
De  Witt  Stearnes,  Eighth  Iowa  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry,  aide-de- 
camp; Second  Lieut.  H.  Arden,  Eighteenth  New  York  Cavalry,  aide- 
de-camp.    They  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

B.  S.  ROBERTS, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 
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Pine  Bluff,  Abk.,  February  ll,  1865. 
Maj.  John  Leveeing, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Little  Rock: 
The  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  Illinois  Volnnteer  Infantry  and 
all  of  the  First  Iowa  Cavalry  Volunteers,  with  the  exception  of  four 
squadrons,  have  left  this  post  for  their  respective  destinations. 

POWELL  CLAYTON, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  February  11,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 
In  connection  with  your  telegrams  of  the  8th  and  9th  instant,  rela- 
tive to  recruiting  for  the  Thirteenth  and  Fourteenth  Cavalry,  I  am 
directed  to  refer  you  to  the  letter*  of  June  10,  1864,  to  General  Rose- 
craus,  under  which  the  regiments  should  have  been  organized.  That 
letter  did  not  authorize  continuous  recruitment  from  the  Missouri-State 
Militia,  but  contemplated  that  upon  its  receipt  the  entire  number  of  men 
wiUing  to  re-enlist  should  be  ascertained,  and  they  immediately  there- 
after discharged  and  re-enlisted ;  all  further  re-enlistments  then  to  cease. 
At  this  date  no  further  re-enlistments  from  the  Missouri  State  Militia 
for  the  two  regiments  in  question  can  be  authorized,  but  this  will  be 
authority  for  the  superintendent  of  recruiting  service  to  receive  recruits 
from  civil  life  and  thus  complete  the  organizations.  Eecruits  must 
enlist  ur.der  existing  regulations  for  one,  two,  or  three  years,  as  they 
may  elect,  and  for  general  service  wherever  required.  Please  acknowl- 
edge this.  Let  me  know  present  strength  of  the  regiments,  respect- 
ively, and  at  what  date  they  will  be  completed  under  the  conditions 
herein. 
By  command: 

THOMAS  M.  VINCENT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  February  11, 1865 — 11  a.  m. 

Major-Geueral  Pope: 

Following  dispatch  received : 

Fort  Rankin. 
Major-General  Dodge: 

My  scouts  from  west  report  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Collins,  -with  200  men  Elev- 
enth Ohio  and  Company  D,  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry,  fought  Indians  from  4th  to  9th 
instant  at  Mnd  Springs.  Indians  at  one  time  charged  our  forces  in  face  of  artillery, 
and  were  very  nearly  successful ;  2,000  warriors  engaged  in  tight.  Our  loss  2  killed 
and  II  wounded ;  supposed  40  Indians  were  killed.  Beauvais'  and  Creigliton's  herds 
driven  oil'.     Indians  crossed  at  Rush  Creek,  going  north. 

Following  from  Captain  Wilcox,  Seventh  Iowa,   is  received  from  Pole  Creek 

Crossing:  ,  .   ,     .        .^, 

"Telegraph  poles  all.gone  for  fifteen  miles,  and  one-third  wire  either  gone  or  so 
inextricably  tangled  as  to  be  useless.  Seven  hundred  lodges  crossed  Pole  Creek  six 
miles  below  Pole  Creek  Crossing.  I  go  on  to  repair  lines  and  open  circuit.  Harris 
killed  and  Sergeant  Clark,  Company  D,  Seventh  Iowa,  wounded  in  Mud  Creek  battle. 
1  have  directed  that  poles  be  cut  in  two  and  split,  so  as  to  continue  repairs  and 
replace  missing  poles." 

•See  Vol.  XXXIV,  Part  IV,  p.  294 
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Colonel  Collins  urges  necessity  of  sending  more  troops  west,  claiming  the  posts 
there  are  in  danger.    He  says  Indians  are  on  L'eau-qui-court  Kiver,  sixty  miles  north. 
Respectfully, 

R.  R.  LIVINGSTON, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

J  have  sent  orders  through  to  Colonel  Moonlight  at  Denver  to  pash 
out  and  meet  Colonel  Livingston,  using  militia  tem])orarily  if  necessary. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major- General. 


Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  the  Missoxtki, 

Saint  Louis,  February  11,  1805 — 1:3.09  jo.  m. 
Major-General  Dodge,  Fort  Leavenworth  : 

It  is  essential  to  the  subsistence  of  the  people  of  Colorado  and  Idaho 
that  the  freight  trains  for  those  regions  should  go  through  -with  the 
earliest  grass.  It  is  next  to  certain  that  they  will  not  go  unless  with  some 
authoritative  assurance  of  protection  across  the  plains.  It  would  be 
well  for  you  to  give  some  public  assurance  of  protection  if  you  can 
make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  purpose  by  April  1.  By 
whose  order  was  the  Third  Wisconsin  sent  to  Arkansas'? 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major-  General. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leaver^orth,  February  11,  1865. 

(Eeceived  4  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Pope,  Saint  Louis: 

I  issued  Order  41  yesterday,  which  prescribes  the  manner  of  trains 
crossing  the  plains,  protection,  &c.,  which  insures  their  safety  aiid 
allows  the  trade  to  be  kept  up.  Copy  has  been  sent  to  you.  Order  for 
movement  of  Third  Wiscousin  was  issued  in  December  by  War  Depart- 
ment. Companies  A,  C,  D,  P,  M,  veterans  and  unassigued  recruits  are 
here;  rest  in  Arkansas. 

G.  M.  DODGE 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  February  11,  1865. 
Governor  Crawford,  Topeka,  Kans.  : 

Will  you  send  a  competent  man  to  the  Pottawatomie  Indians  and  see 
If  a  company  ot  them  can  be  raised  to  serve  on  the  plains  as  scouts 
and  guides  for  one  year  or  less? 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  Genera'. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri 

T,  r,  ^      ,  ^o^t  Leavenworth,  Februaru  ll,  'i865 

E.  Creighton,  Omaha:  •'      ' 

h.^tI^""  ^""'^"S  down  here?  If  not,  telegraph  me  your  ideas  about 
the  Indians  and  how  te  egraph  line  stands.  Do  you  fear  any  trouble 
with  line  west  of  Laramie?  j  i- <juuio 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-General. 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  42.  )  Fort  Leavenworth,  February  11,  1865. 

1.  Lieutenant  Eobinson,  engineer  corps,  is  placed  in  charge  of  forts 
and  redoubts  building  in  former  Department  of  Kansas.  He  will  make 
his  reports  to  the  chief  engineer  of  department  at  Baint  Louis.  Com- 
manding ofBcers  of  posts  and  quartermasters  will  furnish  details  and 
transportation  required  to  complete  the  works. 

2.  Capt.  Eeuben  A.  Hill,  Company  K,  First  Infantry  New  Mexico 
Volunteers,  is  hereby  relieved  from  duty  at  Fort  Lyon,  Colo.  Ter.,  and 
will  report  with  his  command  without  delay  to  the  commanding  officer 
Fort  Union,  N.  Mex. 

******* 

4.  The  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Eiley  will  station  an  officer  at 
Council  Grove,  to  organize  trains  passing  on  old  Santa  F6  road,  as  pre- 
scribed in  Special  Orders,  No.  41,  from  these  headquarters. 

******* 

9.  The  Sixteenth  Kansas  Cavalry,  with  the  detachment  of  the  Fif- 
teenth Kansas  in  charge  of  howitzers,  will  proceed  on  Monday  en  route 
to  Julesburg  and  report  to  Colonel  Livingston,  commanding  at  that 
point.  On  their  arrival  at  Fort  Kearny  they  will  report  by  telegraph 
to  Brigadier-General  Mitchell,  at  Omaha,  under  whose  orders  they  will 
be  on  arrival  there;  but  no  delay  will  be  made  at  that  point.  Com- 
manding officer  of  the  Sixteenth  will  be  in  charge  of  pack-mule  train 
and  wagon  train,  the  wagon  train  to  take  forty  days'  rations  for  the  use 
of  his  command.  On  arrival  at  Julesburg  the  wagon  train  will  be 
returned  to  this  depot.  Between  Forts  Leavenworth  and  Kearny  the 
command  will  procure  forage  from  citizens  on  the  route,  proper  receipts 
given,  and  report  made  to  depot  quartermaster.  The  regiment  will 
press  forward  as  fast  as  possible,  at  the  same  time  having  in  view  the 
good  condition  of  the  animals.  The  pack-mule  train  will  be  turned 
over  as  Colonel  Livingston  or  General  Mitchell  may  direct  after  arriv- 
ing at  its  destination.  A  copy  of  telegram  is  attached  designating  the 
road  upon  which  forage  may  be  procured. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Dodge: 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Depaktment  of  the  Missouri, 

Ifo,  42.  (  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  February  11, 1865. 


*  » 


10.  Capt.  C.  G.  Laurant,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  volunteers, 
having  reported  upon  expiration  of  leave  of  absence,  will  report  for 
assignment  to  duty  to  Brig.  Gen.  C.  B.  Fisk,  commandmg  District  of 
North  Missouri,  at  Macon,  Mo. 


*  « 


By  command  of  Major-General  Dodge:  t,  »  tjtctc^c. 

J .    W .  rSAitJN  H/o, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  G.  M.  Dodge  : 

I  would  take  military  road  to  Lancaster,  thence  to  Hiawatha;  thence 
up  Big  Nemaha,  say  twenty-five  miles;  thence  over  to  head  ot  Little 
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Nemaha;  thence  strike  to  crossing  of  Nebraska  City  road  on  Big  Blue; 
thence  100  miles  to  Kearny.  Settlers  on  the  route  will  give  you  ample 
information  as  .to  the  roads  on  this  route  Hay  and  corn  tar  as  Big 
Blue  on  the  old  road.  The  supplies  beyond  Marysville  are  short.  On 
the  old  road  no  supplies  beyond  Marysville,  and  sbort  on  this  side. 

B.  M.  H  U  *jr±lllii3. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  February  11,  1865. 

B.  M.  Hughes, 

Atvhition: 
You  can  inform  Mr.  Hollidny  that  I  am  prepared  to  protect  his  stages 
through  my  department.     Orders  have  been  issued  for  necessary  guard 

between  Julesburg  and  Denver.  ^  ^ 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

3Iajor- Genera  I. 


February  11, 1865. 
Major  Davis, 

Independence,  Mo.  : 
Colonel  Philips,  commanding,  has  started  scout  from  Warreiisburg  to 
Sni  Hills  to  scout  La  Fayette  County  five  days,  and  directs  that  our 
troops  co-operate.  You  will  therefore  send  a  scout  from  your  command 
immediately  in  that  direction  to  co-operate  as  far  as  possible  with  it. 
The  scout  from  Warrensburg  will  appear  in  feni  Hills  this  morning. 
Can  you  send  Wyckoti',  and  where  is  your  tri-monthly  ? 
By  order  of  Col.  Chester  Harding,  jr. : 

GUSTAVUS  SALTZMAN, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southwest  Missouri, 

Springfield,  Mo.,  February  11,  1865 — 1.20  p.  m. 
Major  Barnes, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General-: 
I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  telegraph  line  from  this  place  to 
Sedalia  be  repaired  and  constructed,  with  an  office  at  Warsaw;  also  a 
line  from  this  place  to  Mount  Vernon  or  Neosho,  as  the  commanding 
general  may  deem  most  expedient.  Mount  Vernon  will  be  a  great 
advantage,  and  it  will  be  difittcult  to  keej)  it  up  west  of  that  place. 

JOHN  B.  SANBORN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Cassville,  Mo.,  February  11,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Sanborn  : 

I  have  received  information  from  a  female  spy  that  I  had  employed  that 
the  rebels  are  concentrating  their  forces,  500  strong,  on  the  Dry  Fork  of 
Osage,  in  Arkansas.  Please  give  me  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  dis- 
lodge them,  or  instructions  what  course  I  shall  pursue.  If  I  receive 
no  instructions  I  shall  leave  in  the  morning. 

JAS.  M.  MOORE, 
Major,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  District  of  Southwest  Missouri, 

.,  .     ,,  Springfield,  Mo.,  February  11,  1865. 

Major  Moore,  .  ' 

Commanding  at  Cassville: 
I  am  almost  certain  that  your  information  in  regard  to  the  number  of 
the  rebels  is  incorrect.  In  any  event  you  will  have,  with  Hopper's  new 
force,  enough  to  whip  them.  The  men  will  be  at  Galena  to-morrow 
night.  Do  the  best  you  possibly  can  with  the  horses.  The  rebels  cer- 
tainly cannot  keep  500  horses  together  any  length  of  time.  The  detach- 
ments understand  that  you  will  be  in  Galena  to-morrow  night.  Citizens 
from  Arkansas  have  gone  down  to  get  their  stock  out,  &c.  You  will 
probably  meet  them. 

JOHN  B.  SANBOEF, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southwest  Missouri, 

Springfield,  Mo.,  February  11,  1865. 
J.  B.  HiCKOCK, 

Cassville,  Mo.  : 

You  may  go  to  Yellville  or  the  White  Kiver  in  the  vicinity  of  Yellville 
and  learn  what  Dobbin  intends  to  do  with  his  command  now  on  Crow- 
ley's Bidge,  and  from  there  come  to  this  place. 

JOHN  B.  SANBORN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  District  of  North  Missouri, 

No.  33.  5  Macon,  Mo.,  February  11, 1865. 

HI.  Maj.  Samuel  A.  Garth,  Ninth  Cavalry  Missouri  State  Militia, 
will  relieve  Col.  John  F.  Williams,  Ninth  Cavalry  Missouri  State  Militia, 
in  command  of  the  Sub-District  and  Post  of  Macon. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  B.  Fisk: 

W.  T.  CLARKE, 
First  Lieutenant,  Aidede-Camp,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Glasgow,  February  11,  1865. 
General  C.  B.  FiSK: 

I  have  information  of  some  bushwhackers  in  this  county  and  in  Saline, 
but  I  am  entirely  powerless  at  this  point  for  want  of  horse  equipments. 
Can  we  not  have  a  special  order  from  General  Dodge  for  the  issue  of 
the  saddles  at  Macon?  But  yesterday,  within  six  miles  of  this  place, 
in  Saline,  a  party  of  six  were  committing  depredations. 

ED.  A.  KUTZNBE, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Council  Grove,  Kans.,  February  11, 1865. 
Lieut.  J.  E.  Tappan, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
I  saw  your  order  for  my  visiting  these  southwestern  counties  and  I 
lall  leave  in  the  morning.    I  have  visited  Coffey  County,  and  I  find 


shall 
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that  county  filled  with  Indian  cattle  and  ponies,  and  every  town  that 
I  passed  through  I  found  parties  preparing  to  go  to  the  Indian  country 
for  cattle,  and  I  think  if  there  is  anything  that  will  make  these  Indians 
hostile  it  is  stealing  their  cattle  and  ponies.  There  is  a  report  that 
there  is  a  party  of  Texan s  coining  up  as  soon  as  warm  weather  comes. 
As  for  stealing,  that  country  is  full  of  thieves  and  there  are  more  or  less 
horses  taken  every  night.  There  are  parties  here  at  this  place  fitting 
out  to  go  to  the  Indian  country  for  cattle,  and  1  think  there  ought  to  be 
a  provost  guard  here.  1  think  if  you  could  send  eight  or  ten  more  men  it 
would  be  sufficient  at  present. 

From  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  J.  TIBBITS, 
/Sergeant,  Company  JJ,  ISecond  Colorado  Cavalry. 


Special  Orders,  )       Hdqrs.  District  of  North  Kansas, 

No.  27.  )  Fort  Leavenworth,  February  11,  1865. 

5.  Commanding  officer  Ninth  Wisconsin  Battery  will  immediately 
report  his  command  for  duty  to  Col.  W.  E.  Davis,  commanding  post  of 
Fort  Leavenworth. 

6.  Commanding  officer  of  Eleventh  Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry  will 
immediately  report  his  command  for  duty  to  Col.  W.  R.  Davis,  com- 
manding post  of  Fort  Leavenworth. 

7.  Commanding  officer  U.  S.  Colored  Light  Artillery  will  immediately 
report  his  command  for  duty  to  Col.  W.  K.  Davis,  commanding  post 
of  Fort  Leavenworth. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Davies: 

D.  J.  CRAIGIE, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  thio  Missotiei, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  February  11,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Mitchell, 

Omaha : 
I  have  just  informed  the  Overland  Mail  Company  that  I  am  pre- 
pared to  protect  their  mail  through  this  department.     See  that  the 
proper  protection  is  given  it  from  Kearny  west  to  insure  its  safety. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major- General. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  February  11, 1865. 
Brigadier-General  Mitchell, 

Omaha : 
Should  not  the  corn  you  are  sending  out  be  pushed  through  to  Cot- 
tonwood and  Julesburg?     We  will  have  to  operate  from  those  points. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-General. 


Chap.  LX.]  CORKESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  821 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  February  11, 1865. 
Brigadier-General  Mitchell,  Omaha: 

All  troops  going  into  your  district  are  ordered  to  report  to  you  by 
telegraph  from  Fort  Kearny,  and  to  push  on  to  i  ulesburg,  unless  they 
get  orders  there;  and  the  operations  in  your  district  are  under  your 
charge.  You  had  better  stay  at  Omaha  until  we  get  matters  under 
way,  to  attend  to  affairs  there.  When  we  get  troops  out  there  you  can 
join  them  if  necessary.  I  keep  in  direct  communication  with  Colonel 
Livingston,  so  as  to  avoid  delay  and  get  posted.  Have  ordered  him 
to  report  all  news  to  me  at  the  same  time  he  does  to  you. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leavemvorth,  February  11,  186!j. 

Brigadier-General  Mitchell,  Omaha: 

You  need  not  send  any  rations  from  Omaha.  I  will  send  all  rations 
needed  from  here.  Send  only  corn  from  Omaha,  and  that  should  be 
pushed  up  the  valley.  Have  your  quartermaster  report  to  Colonel 
Potter  daily  what  he  is  doing. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  February  11,  1865. 

Colonel  Livingston,  Julesburg : 

Where  is  Mud  Springs  1  Where  are  Colonel  Collins'  troops  stationed? 
Have  any  troops  come  down  from  North  Platte  route  to  the  South 
Platte  route?  Say  to  Colonel  Collins  our  posts  must  be  held.  As  fast 
as  troops  can  march  they  will  go  to  your  aid,  and  I  will  get  aid  from 
Denver  as  soon  as  I  can  reach  that  place. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  General. 


Headqt'Arters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  February  11,  1S65. 

Colonel  Livingston, 

Fort  Eanlin: 
Send  following  dispatch  through  to  Colonel  Moonlight,  at  Denver, 
immediately: 

Colonel  MOONLIOHT, 

Commanding  District  of  Colorado: 

The  Depiirtment  of  Kaiisns  hiis  Ijeeii  attacLed  to  my  commaii.l.     Vo"  -^v'"  'mme- 

.liatelv  throw  your  available  lov.^e  ou  the  road  Iron,  Denver  to  .)u  esbui^.     If  you 

•vouotinen  enough,  take  militia  to  hold  the  route -until  I  can  relieve  them  with 

roopron  the  way.     Co-oi-erate  with  Colonel  Livingston.     Repair  telegraph;  open 

commuu?catk,n  and  hold  it  open.     Plenty  of  troops  are  on  the  road  to  chast.Be  the 

lnd"ans,  but  Denver  must  hold  its  part  of  the  line.    Let  me  hear  i^^J^^y^^^j^^ 

ilajor-General. 

G.  M.  dodge. 

Major- General. 
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Headquarters  District  op  Upper  Arkansas, 

Fort  Riley ,  Kans.,  February  11,  1865—8.30  p.  m. 

Maj.  0.  S.  Oharlot, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  telegram 
from  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Kiley  ordering  the  Eleventh  Kansas 
Cavalry  to  Fort  Kearny.  I  have  relieved  that  portion  of  the  regiment 
on  duty  at  this  post  (864  men)  antl  ordered  Colonel  Plumb  to  proceed 
to  Fort  Kearny  in  compliance  with  that  order.  Two  companies  are  on 
duty  at  Fort  Lamed.  The  regiment  is  greatly  in  need  of  horses,  and 
as  I  have  no  other  cavalry  here  and  no  mules,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
mount  the  regiment  as  directed  by  the  general's  telegram.  Taking  this 
regiment  out  of  the  district,  together  with  the  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry 
and  Ninth  Wisconsin  Battery,  ordered  out  some  time  since,  leaves  the 
district  with  less  than  600  men  for  duty,  and  but  poorly  mounted.  The 
two  companies  at  Fort  Lamed  T  have  not  relieved  yet.  Owing  to  the 
distance  from  here  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  them  here  in  time  to 
accompany  the  regiment  on  the  march  to  Fort  Kearny.  They  are 
notified  to  be  ready  to  start,  but  if  they  are  taken  away  it  will  be 
impossible  for  me  to  keep  communication  open  between  the  States  and 
New  Mexico.  I  send  Lieutenant  Tappan  to  Fort  Leavenworth  to  con- 
sult with  the  general  commanding  and  inform  him  of  the  condition  of 
the  troops  of  this  district. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  H.  FORD, 
Colonel  Second  Colorado  Cavalry,  Commanding  District. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  12,  1865. 
Major-General  Canbt, 

New  Orleans,  La. : 
General:  You  will  perceive  from  general  orders  just  issued  that 
the  Department  of  Mississippi  is  limited  to  that  part  ol  the  State  on 
the  river;  that  the  Department  of  the  Gulf  is  limited  to  Louisiana 
and  Texas;  that  Missouri  is  placed  in  General  Pope's  military  division; 
that  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland  includes  all  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  and  such  parts  of  Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Mississippi  as 
may  be  occupied  by  General  Thomas'  command.  The  posts  of  Mem- 
phis, Columbus,  &c.,  will,  however,  still  obey  such  orders  for  move- 
ments as  you  may  issue  for  the  movement  of  troops  in  the  defense 
of  the  Mississippi  Eiver.  The  posts  in  West  Florida,  South  Alabama, 
and  South  Mississippi  will  report  direct  to  you,  as  you  requested. 
General  Grant  thinks  that  if  you  do  not  take  the  field  yourself,  A.  J. 
Smith  or  Steele  should  be  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  expedition. 
Granger  might  be  given  the  general  command  of  the  Gulf  posts  east  of 
New  Orleans.  I  rather  think  A.  J.  Smith  is  the  best  man  for  active 
operations  in  the  field.  Active  and  energetic  staft'  officers  will  be 
required  to  organize  and  supply  the  army  of  operation.  General 
Thomas  will  remount  his  cavalry  and  organize  his  army  for  a  southern 
movement  as  early  as  the  season  will  permit.  General  Grierson  has 
been  selected  by  General  Grant  to  command  the  cavalry  of  your  expe- 
dition. He  has  orders  to  report  to  you  for  that  purpose. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  February  12, 1865. 
Maj.  Geu.  H.  W.  Halleok, 

Chief  of  Staff,  (&c.,  Washington,  D.  C. : 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  recommend  that  Brig.  Gens.  George  L. 
Andrews  and  C.  C.  Andrews  may  be  appointed  major-generals  of  vol- 
unteers. The  services,  character,  and  qualifications  of  these  officers 
have  impressed  me  so  favorably  that  I  make  this  recommendation  in 
the  hope  that  by  their  promotion  I  may  be  able  to  assign  them  to  more 
important  commands  than  they  are  entitled  to  by  their  present  rank. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  S.  CANBY, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

>  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Fo.  70.  )  ,  Washinyton,  February  12, 1865. 

1.  By  direction  of  the  President,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  B.  H.  Grierson, 
U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  assigned  to  duty  according  to  his  brevet 
rank  in  the  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi.  He  will  proceed 
without  delay  to  New  Orleans,  La.,  and  report  in  person  to  Major- 
Geueral  Canby,  commanding,  for  assignment  to  the  command  of  the 
cavalry  in  the  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi  organized  for 
operations  in  the  field. 

2.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  McD.  McCook,  TJ.  S.  Volunteers,  will  report  in 
person  without  delay  to  Major-General  Eeynolds,  commanding  Depart- 
ment of  Arkansas,  for  assignment  to  the  command  of  the  District  of 
Helena,  Ark.,  to  relieve  Brig.  Gen.  N.  B.  Buford,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 
General  Buford  upon  being  relieved  will  at  once  repair  to  Eock  Island, 
111.,  and  report  by  letter  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army  for 
orders. 

*»*««♦* 

Bv  command  of  Lieutenant- General  Grant: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

No.  43.  i  New  Orleans,  La.,  February  12, 1865. 

1.  The  following  named  regiments  are  hereby  relieved  from  duty  in 
the  city  of  New  Orleans  and  will  be  sent  to  Dauphin  Island,  Ala.,  to 
report  on  arrival  to  Maj.  Gen.  Gordon  Granger,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  viz: 
Seventh  Vermont  Infantry,  Seventy-seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  Ninety- 
first  Illinois  Infantry.  The  commanding  general  Department  of  the 
Gulf  will  issue  the  necessary  orders.  ,  „     ^^. 

2  The  troops  composing  the  District  of  West  Florida  and  South 
Alabama,  and  the  additional  forces  now  being  collected  within  the 
limits  of  that  command,  are  hereby  designated  for  service  in  the  field 
and  will,  in  accordance  with  General  Orders,  No.  7,  series  of  1864, 
from  these  headquarters,  "  report  direct  to  the  major-general  command- 
ing the  division  in  all  that  relates  to  their  organization,  discipline, 
equipment,  and  movements.  These  reports  will  be  in  addition  to  the 
customary  reports  to  the  headquarters  of  the  command  from  which 
these  troops  are  or  may  be  drawn,  which  will  be  continued  while  they 
are  serving  within  the  limits  of  those  commands." 
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3.  The  following  organization  of  tlie  Eeserve  Corps  of  the  Military 
Division  of  West  Mississippi  is  hereby  announced : 

First  Division:  First  Brigade— Forty-seventh  Indiana  Infantry, 
Twenty-ninth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  Twenty-first  Iowa  Infantry,  Ninety- 
ninth  Illinois  Infantry;  Second  Brigade— Eighth  Illinois  Infantry, 
Forty-sixth  IlUnois  Infantry,  Eleventh  Illinois  Infantry;  Third  Bri- 
gade—Twenty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry,  One  hundred  and  sixty-first 
New  York  Infantry,  Thirtieth  Missouri  Inlantry,  Twenty-third  Wis- 
consin Infantry;  light  artillery— Fourth  Massachusetts  Battery,  Sev- 
enth Massachnsetts  Battery. 

Second  Division :  FirstBrigade— Twentieth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  Nine- 
teenth Iowa  Infantry,  Ninety-fourth  Illinois  Infantry,  Twenty-third 
Iowa  Infantry,  Sixtieth  Indiana  Inftintry;  Second  Brigade— Ninety- 
seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  Twenty-fourth  Indiana  Infantry,  Sixty-ninth 
Indiana  Infantry,  Seventy  sixth  Illinois  Infantry;  Third  Brigade — One 
hundred  and  fourteenth  Ohio  Infantry,  Twentieth  Iowa  Infantry, 
Thirty-fourth  Iowa  Infantry,  Eighty-third  Ohio  Infantry,  Thirty-sev- 
enth Illinois  Infantry;  light  artillery — Fifteenth  Massachusetts  Bat- 
tery, Second  Connecticut  Battery. 

Third  Division:  First  Brigade — Twenty  eighth  Illinois  Infantry, 
Thirty-fifth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  Ninety-sixth  Ohio  Infantry,  Seventy- 
seventh  Illinois  Infantry;  Second  Brigade — Seventh  Vermont  Infantiy, 
Twenty-ninth  Iowa  Infantry,  Ninety-first  Illinois  Infantry,  Fiftieth 
Indiana  Infantry;  Third  Brigade — Thirty-third  Iowa  Infantry,  Twenty- 
eighth  Wisconsin  Infimtry,  Twenty-seventh  Wisconsin  Infantry,  Sev- 
enty-seventh Ohio  Infantry;  light  artillery — Twenty-first  New  York 
Battery,  Tweuty-sixtli  New  York  Battery, 

4.  Lieut.  Col.  L.  H.  Whittlesey,  Eleventh  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  is 
hereby  relieved  from  duty  as  assistant  provost-niarshal-general  of  the 
division,  and  will  report,  to  Maj.  CJeii.  P.  Steele,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  for 
assignment  to  duty  as  assistant  inspector-general  of  the  forces  under 
his  command. 

5.  Capt.  Henry  M.  Lazelle,  Eighth  U.  S.  Infantry,  is  hereby  relieved 
from  duty  as  acting  assistant  imspector-general  of  U.  S.  forces  at 
Kenner,  La.,  and  is  appointed  assistant  provost-marshalgeneral  of  this 
division.  He  will  report  accordingly  to  the  provost-marshal- general 
without  delay. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  R.  S.  Can  by: 

C.  T.  CHEISTENSEN, 

Lieutenani -Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Kenneeville,  La.,  Fehi  vary  13,  -j  165. 

(Kecei'ved  8.20  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  F,  Steele,  or 
Colonel  CHpasTENSEN: 

The  Bel  videre  and  Peabody  will  take  the  Twenty-ninth  Illinois,  Thirty- 
seventh  Illinois,  and  Twentieth  Iowa,  together  with  the  remaining  six 
companies  of  the  Seventy-sixth  Illinois  and  the  transportation  of  Law- 
ler's  brigade,  which  the  Nathaniel  P.  Banks  could  not  carry.  This  will 
leave  at  this  post  the  Fifteenth  Massachusetts  and  Twenty-sixth  New 
York  Batteries  and  the  Ninety-sixth  Ohio  Infantry. 

J.  F.  LACEY, 
Captain  and  Ansiatant  Adjutant- General. 
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Special  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Southern  Div.  of  Louisiana, 

^0. 46.  5  JVew)  Orleanii,  La.,  February  12, 1865. 

So  much  of  paragraph  1  of  Special  Orders.  No.  44,  current  series, 
from  these  headquarters,  as  directed  the  Seventh  Vermont  Veteran 
Volunteers  to  take  post  at  Camp  Parapet  is  hereby  revoked.  Colonel 
Holbrook  will  hold  his  regiment  in  readiness  to  immediately  take  the 
lield.  The  Sixth  Minnesota  Volunteers  will  i  etain  their  present  quar- 
ters until  the  Seventh  Vermont  moves.  They  will,  however,  relieve 
their  guards  to-morrow  at  guard  mounting. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Sherman : 

I'^REDEKIC  SPEED, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters, 
Post  Napoleonville,  February  12,  1865. 
Capt.  Frederic  Speed, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Defenses  of  New  Orleans: 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement:  The 
roads  about  this  place  are  mostly  plantation  roads  running  out  from 
Bayou  La  Fourche  at  right  angles.  There  is  one  main  road  on  all  plan- 
tations running  back  to  their  sugar  house  and  cabins.  All  the  roads  are 
connected  by  another  that  passes  in  rear  of  the  plantations.  Then 
tliere  are  a  great  many  cross-roads.  This  map  is  too  contracted  to  repre- 
sent anything  except  the  general  lay  of  the  land  and  general  position. 
The  Bayou  Saint  Vincent  road,  as  represented  upon  this  map,  is  incor- 
rect. This  road,  instead  of  leading  direct  to  Lake  Verret,  as  represented 
upon  the  map,  leads  directly  to  Grand  Bayou  (near  the  mouth).  The 
road  follows  tlie  bayou  until  within  about  two  miles  of  Grand  Bayou, 
when  it  strikes  off  at  right  angles  direct  to  the  lake.  The  road  leading 
from  Bayou  Saint  Vincent  to  the  lower  fork  of  the  Doctor  Ford  road 
l)asses  through  the  plantations  of  Whiteman,  Pugh,  Colonel  tugh,  and 
others.  This  is  not  the  only  road.  It  is  not  necessary  for  cavalry  to 
pass  upon  any  of  the  main  roads;  they  can  pass  from  plantation  to 
plantation  in  the  rear  or  through  the  center.  In  the  woods  and  swamps 
cavalry  can  pass  in  many  places  upon  the  oak  ridges  on  the  bank  of 
the  bayous.  Almost  all  small  bayous  have  a  ridge  on  one  side  or  the 
other.  Above  Paincourtville  there  are  two  roads  represented  upon  the 
map  leading  direct  to  Grand  Bayou.  It  is  easy,  however,  to  pass  in  a 
dozen  places  between  these  two  points  through  plantations  back  to 
Brul6  Olivia,  situated  between  these  two  roads,  and  then  to  pass  to 
either  of  the  main  roads.  A  column  of  cavalry  can  pass  from  Grand 
Bayou  at  Doctor  Ford's  to  Labadieville,  four  or  five  miles  in  rear  of 
Napoleonville.  It  is  easy  to  ford  Bayou  Saint  Vincent  or  the  canal. 
I  have  marked  out  a  few  roads  upon  the  map  pursuant  to  orders.  The 
cavalry  at  this  post  has  passed  upon  all  of  them.  Mounted  men  can, 
with  a  guide  and  very  little  trouble,  pass,  if  it  is  necessary,  in  almost 
any  direction  excepting  in  the  deep  swamps,  which  are  at  present  quite 
full  of  water. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

servant, 

G.  R.  DAVIS, 
Major,  Third  Bhode  Island  Cavalry,  Commanding  Post. 
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General  Ordeks,  )     Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  First  Div.. 

^  U.  S.  Colored  Troops, 

No.  3.  \  Morganza,  La.,  February  12,  1865. 

The  following  announcement  of  staff  of6cers  at  these  headquarters 
is  made  for  the  information  and  guidance  of  all  concerned:  Capt. 
Frank  Morey,  Ninety  second  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  acting  assistant 
adjutant-general;  First  Lieut,  and  Adjt.  L.  B.  Jeuks,  Ninety-second 
U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  acting  aide-de-camp.  They  will  be  obeyed  and 
resi)ected  accordingly. 
By  order  of  Col.  W.  H.  Dickey : 

FRANK  MOREY, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Morganza,  La.,  February  12,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  GrEORGE  B.  Drake, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Out/: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  two  sections  of  the  Second 
Massachusetts  Battery  left  this  post  for  Keuner,  La.,  on  the  steamer 
Starlight  on  the  9th  instant,  and  that  the.  remaining  section  left  on 
steamer  Jenny  Rogers  on  the  10th  instant;  also  that  the  Twenty- 
first  New  York  Battery  left  on  the  steamer  Cliuuteau  yesterday,  the 
11th  instant.  The  above  movements  were  made  in  pursuance  of  order 
from  headquarters  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi  and  from 
headquarters  U.  S.  forces  at  Kenner,  La. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  ULLMANN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Mississippi, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  February  12,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi  : 
My  scouts  report  that  corn  and  other  supplies  are  being  gathered  in 
Mississippi  and  Alabama  and  are  being  transported,  via  Mobile  and 
Ohio  road,  from  Columbus  and  thereabouts  south  to  Mobile  and  thence 
toward  the  rebel  armies  in  Georgia  and  Carolina. 
Respectfully, 

N.  J.  T.  DANA, 

MajorGeneral. 


Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  Detach.  Army  of  the  Tenn. 
On  board  Steamer  Diadem,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  February  12  \865. 
Lieut.  Col.  S.  P.  Jennison, 

Commanding  First  Brigade: 
Sir:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  get  everything  per- 
tammg  to  your  command  in  readiness  to  proceed  down  the  river  imme- 
diately.   The  fleet  will  proceed  in  the  same  order  as  heretofore     At 
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the  blowing  of  the  loDg  whistle  all  the  boats  will  swing  from  shore  into 
the  stream  and  proceed  in  the  order  required,  keeping  within  signal 
distance  of  each  other.  7        i     »  & 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  F.  RANDALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

(Same  to  Col.  L.  F.  Hubbard,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  and 
Lieut.  Gol.  W.  H.  Heath,  commanding  Third  Brigade.) 


Headquaktbks  Department  op  Arkansas, 

Little  Bock,  February  12, 1865—10.3')  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Clayton, 

Pine  Bluff: 
Colonel  Eisdon,  commanding  at  Saint  Charles,  reports  a  rebel  force 
of  about  400  cavalry  near  Red  Post,  north  of  the  Arkansas  River.    The 
force  is  probably  less  than  this  number.    Keep  advised  of  their  move- 
ment if  possible.    General  McGinnis  will  be  advised. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Reynolds: 

JOHN  LEVERING, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Pine  Bluff,  February  12, 1865. 
Major  Leveeing, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
The  country  between  the  Arkansas  River  and  White  River  is  infested 
by  small  bands,  mostly  guerrillas.  If  they  were  all  consolidated  they 
would  not  amount  to  200  men.  I  am  laying  down  my  pontoon  bridge, 
and  when  completed  I  thought  of  scouring  the  country  between  Bayou 
Meto  and  the  Arkansas,  their  principal  rendezvous.  If  a  preconcerted 
movement  could  be  made  fi-om  Brownsville,  Saint  Charles,  and  the 
mouth  of  White  River  at  the  same  time  I  think  they  could  be  entirely 
broken  up.  In  case  a  movement  of  this  kind  should  be  made,  the 
cavalry  from  this  post  should  scout  between  Bayou  Meto  and  the  river 
north  of  this  post  and  to  the  mouth  of  Bayou  Meto.  The  cavalry 
from  Brownsville  should  at  the  same  time  scour  the  country  between 
Bayou  Meto  and  Wabbaseca  Bayou.  Tiie  cavalry  from  Saint  Charles 
could  cross  the  prairie  in  the  night  and  scout  up  and  down  the  north 
side  of  Bayou  Meto,  to  intercept  the  enemy  in  case  they  should  attempt 
an  escape  by  swimming  that  bayou.  The  cavalry  from  the  mouth  of 
the  river  could  scout  up  the  north  side  of  the  Arkansas  by  Arkansas 
Post  to  the  mouth  of  Bayou  Meto,  and  up  the  same.  I  think  it  very 
necessary  that  these  bands  should  be  destroyed.  The  country  is  very 
favorable  for  their  operations,  and  if  they  are  allowed  to  accumulate 
in  numbers  they  will  very  probably  give  us  much  annoyance. 

POWELL  CLAYTON, 

Brigadier-  General, 
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Headquakters  Department  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Rock,  February  12,  1865—10  a.  m. 
Col.  O.  C.  EiSDON,  Saint  Charles  : 

We  have  no  cavalry  force  ont  in  direction  of  Eed  Post.  Advise 
General  McGinnis  of  this  party  at  your  first  opportunity.  General 
Clayton,  commanding  at  Pine  Bluff,  is  advised  from  these  headquar- 
ters. 

By  command  of  Major- General  Heynolds: 

JOHN  LEVERING, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  February  12,  1805 — 12.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Pope,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

I  understand  that  provost-marshals  in  different  parts  of  Missouri  are 
assuming  to  decide  that  the  conditions  of  bonds  are  forfeited,  and 
thereupon  are  seizing  and  selling  property  to  pay  damages.  This,  if 
true,  is  both  outrageous  and  ridiculous.  Do  not  allow  it.  The  courts, 
and  not  provost-marshals,  are  to  decide  such  questions  only  when  mili- 
tary necessity  makes  an  exception.  Also  excuse  John  Eaton,  of  Clay 
County,  and  Wesley  Martin,  of  Platte,  from  being  sent  South,  and  let 
them  go  East,  if  anywhere. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  February  12,  1865. 
Captain  Thompson, 

Company  G,  Sixteenth  Kansas  Cavalry,  Topeha,  Kans.: 
Move  with  your  company,  camp  and  garrison  equipage  immediately 
to  this  place.     Send  this  through  from  Lawrence  by  messenger. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  February  12,  1865. 
Lieutenant  Montgomery,  Lawrence : 

Move  with  all  your  company,  camp  and  garrison  equipage  here 
to-day. 

G.  M.  dodge, 

Major-General. 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  February  12,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  jMitchell,  Omaha: 

Can  you  ascertain  what  corn  there  is  at  Valley  Station?  What 
troops  has  Colonel  Collins  got?  Are  there  plenty  of  supplies  en  route 
from  Julesburgto  Laramie?  Instruct  Colonel  Collins  to  keep  posted 
on  localities  of  those  Indians  by  Indian  scouts  and  spies. 

G.  M.  dodge, 

Major-General. 
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FoBT  Eankin,  February  12,  1865. 
Colonel  Moonlight: 

Following  just  received  for  you.*    Can  I  do  anything  for  you?    1 
have  250  troops  on  Laramie  line  and  150  at  this  post. 

R.  R.  LIVINGSTON. 


Headquarters  Department  of  New  Mexico, 

Santa  Fe,  .A^.  Mex.,  February  13,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  Marcellus  M.  Crocker,  TJ.  S.  Volunteers, 

Commanding  at  Fort  Sumner,  N.  Mex.: 
General:  Inclosed  herewith  please  find  Special  Orders,  No.  4775 
series  of  1864,t  from  the  headquarters  of  the  Army,  ordering  you  to 
report  in  person  without  delay  to  the  commanding  general  Army  of  the 
Cumberland  for  assignment  to  duty.  I  regret  very  deeply  on  my  own 
accx)unt,  and  on  account  of  the  public  service  in  this  department,  that  you 
have  been  ordered  away.  Prom  the  delicate  state  of  your  health  when 
I  saw  you  early  in  January  last  it  may  be  possible  that  until  the  weather 
moderates  you  will  not  be  able  to  travel.  In  this  case  please  let  me 
know  what  you  desire  to  do.  If  you  are  able  to  go  you  can  at  once 
make  your  arrangements  and  proceed  to  Fort  Union  or  come  to  Santa 
Fe.  You  cannot,  of  course,  leave  until  the  court  is  over  for  the  trial  of 
Captain  Morton,  which  will  not,  it  is  presumed,  last  over  a  day  or  two 
after  you  receive  this  letter.  I  feel  very  sorry  to  have  you  go,  general, 
and  I  shall  always  remember  you  and  the  efficient  and  zealous  service 
you  have  rendered  here  with  ])leasure  and  gratitude. 
Very  sincerely,  your  friend, 

JAMES  H.  CARLETON, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  13, 1865. 

(Received  March  7.) 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  E.  S.  Canby, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi: 
General  :  A  copy  of  your  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War  pointing  out 
the  prejudice  to  the  service  which  will  necessarily  follow  the  opening  of 
trade  with  the  States  in  rebellion  has  been  submitted  to  me.  You  will 
perceive  that  paragraph  IV  of  executive  orders  of  September  24, 1864, 
leaves  a  wide  discretion  to  military  commanders  in  the  matter  of  trade 
with  these  States.  Entertaining  the  same  views  expressed  in  your  letter, 
I  have  put  a  stop  to  supplies  going  out  through  Norfolk,  Va.,  to  Lee's 
army.  In  this  I  have  been  sustained  by  the  President  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  eliciting  from  the  latter  the  inclosed  telegraphic  dispatch.| 
Under  this  authority  1  authorize  you  to  restrict  trade  and  the  bringing 
out  of  Southern  products  within  the  limits  of  your  command  as  you 
think  will  best  secure  the  interests  of  the  public  service.  I  have 
always  believed  that  entire  non-intercourse  with  "people  in  rebellion" 
would  prove  the  most  speedy  way  to  bring  about  a  permanent  peace. 
This  view  has  been  expressed  by  me  officially  over  and  over  again.  I 
know  that  people  who  do  not  serve  with  armies  in  the  field  naturally 
think  the  more  trade  we  have  the  better  able  we  will  be  to  support 

*  Embodied  in  Dodge  to  Livingston,  llth,  p.  821. 

t  See  Vol.  XL V,  Part  II,  p.  443.  t.    .*  tt       aai: 

JNot  found  as  an  inclosure,  but  see  Stanton  to  Grant,  Vol.  XL VI,  Pai-t  II,  p.  445. 
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the  expenses  of  Government.  Speculators  wlio  have  trade  permits, 
universally  a  worse  class  of  people  with  au  army  than  the  worst  rebels, 
falling  within  our  lines,  do  all  they  can  to  stimulate  this  opinion.  Make 
your  own  orders  governing  this  matter,  basing  them  upon  paragraph  V 
of  executive  orders  of  September  24,  1864,  and  upon  the  authority 
here  given.  It  may  be  well  for  you  to  authorize  a  certain  amount  of 
trade  within  our  lines,  and  al.so  tlfie  bringing  out  of  Southern  products 
in  rear  of  positions  permanently  held  by  us.  This,  however,  I  do  not 
direct. 

IT.  S.  GRANT, 

Lientenant-General. 


Hdqbs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Neiv  Orleans,  La.,  February  13,  1865. 

(Eeceived  11.10  p.  m.  19th.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Washington,  J).  C.  : 

Your  telegram  of  the  7th  has  just  been  received.  I  have  given 
corps  organization  to  the  reserve  force  of  the  division,  18,000  effective 
infantry,  and  will  make  up  General  A.  J.  Smith's  forces  to  the  same 
strength.  This,  with  a  proper  proportion  of  artillery,  will  make  an 
efficient  and  manageable  corps.  The  details  of  organization  will  be 
reported  for  the  approval  of  the  President.  Can  I  employ  Maj.  Gen. 
W.  F.  Smith  if  General  Gillmore  should  not  return  '? 

E.  E.  S.  CANBY, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

iVew  Orleans,  La.,  February  13,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Washington,  D.  C. : 
General:  I  was  anxious  to  have  Steele  as  a  corps  commander,  bat 
the  rank  determines  the  question,  and  Granger  is  more  active  in  organ- 
ization and  administration  than  Steele,  and  this  last  is  an  important 
feature  in  the  present  instance,  where  the  troops  have  been  gathered 
up  hastily  from  three  difterent  departments.  I  would  like  to  get  rid  of 
two  or  three  brigadiers,  very  good  brigade  commanders,  but  in  the  way 
of  more  competent  division  commanders. 
Very  truly,  yours,  &c., 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 

Major- General. 

[February  13,  1865.— For  Halleck  to  Thomas,  2.30  p.  m.,  in  refer- 
ence to  territorial  limits  of  the  commands  of  Generals  Thomas  and 
Canby,  see  Vol,  XLIX,  Part  I.] 


Special  Orders,  )   Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

No.  44.  S  New  Orleans,  La.,  February  13,  1865. 

4.  Brig.  Gen.  George  L.  Andrews,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  relieved 
from  the  command  of  the  District  of  Baton  Rouge  and  Port  Hudson 
and  will  report  without  delay  to  these  headquarters  for  assignment  to 
duty  in  the  field. 
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5.  Capt.  Eichard  Peuney,  assistant  quartermaster  of  volunteers,  is 
hereby  relieved  from  duty  in  the  District  of  Vicksburg,  and  will  pro- 
ceed without  delay  to  this  city  and  report  for  orders  to  the  chief  quar- 
termaster of  the  division. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  E.  S.  Oanby: 

C.  T.  OHEISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Office  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  February  13,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  information  received  at  this  office  this  13th  day  of 
February,  1865:  A  communication  from  Lieut.  L.  E.  Grander,  Mor- 
ganza,  February  6,  1865,  states  that  daring  a  recent  expedition  under 
Colonel  Chrysler,  of  the  Second  New  York  Cavalry,  five  prisoners  were 
captured,  from  whom  he  gathers  that  Colonel  Scott  is  in  command  of 
three  regiments  of  Louisiana  cavalry,  well  mounted,  well  armed,  and 
well  clothed.  One  of  the  prisoners  states  that  plenty  of  supplies  are 
obtained  from  Baton  Rouge.  Men  belonging  to  Scott's  command  have 
been  in  Baton  Eouge  with  cotton,  which  they  sold.  Another  prisoner 
states  that  in  conversation  with  Collins,  commanding  a  guerrilla  party, 
after  his  attack  upon  the  pickets  at  Morganza,  Collins  said  he  had 
taken  no  negro  prisoners,  but  had  captured  two  white  prisoners,  whom 
he  had  sent  to  Alexandria.  A  communication  from  Lieut.  J.  M.  Eeeds, 
Hannibal,  Mo.,  February  2,  1865,  states  that  there  are  strong  indica- 
tions of  trouble  in  Missouri  during  the  coming  season.  Thinks  that 
bushwhackers  are  gathering  in  Illinois  and  Iowa  to  invade  the  State. 
Recommends  that  detectives  be  sent  to  those  States,  particularly  to 
cities  in  Illinois  on  the  Mississippi  Eiver.  A  communication  from  Maj. 
George  Webster,  Pass  Manchac,  La.,  February  12,  mentions  a  rumor  to 
the  effect  that  a  regiment  of  Arkansas  troops  is  at  Liberty,  Miss. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  M.  EATON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  Mil.  Biv.  of  West  Mississippi. 


Headquarters  District  of  Vicksburg, 

Vicksburg,  Miss.,  February  13, 1865. 
Lieut.  Ool.  0.  T.  Christensen, 

Assistant  Adpitant-  General : 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  the  information  of  the 
major-general  commanding  the  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi 
that  the  advance  of  General  Thomas'  army  has  arrived  at  this  place  and 
is  going  into  camp.  Three  thousand  have  arrived.  Three  thousand 
will  be  down  to-night  and  balance  to  morrow,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
manding officer,  Colonel  Moore.  I  inclose  you  a  slip  from  rebel  paper. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  L.  SMITH, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
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[Inclosure.] 

telectKaphio  bepoets  op  the  press  association. 

Richmond,  February  5,  1865.— The  commissioners  returned  from  For- 
tress Monroe  last  night.  They  had  au  interview  with  Lincoln  and 
Seward,  and  were  informed  substantially  that  peace  could  only  be 
obtained  by  unconditional  submission  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  the  slavery  question  had  been  disposed  of 
by  actioii  of  the  Federal  Congress  adopting  the  proposed  ameudnient 
of  the  Constitution  abolishing  slavery  in  the  United  States.  It  is  under- 
stood an  official  statement  from  the  commissioners  will  be  laid  before 
Congress  to-morrow.  The  Few  York  World  of  the  31st  occupied  a  page 
with  the  proceedings  of  the  board  of  supervisors  relative  to  the  approach- 
ing draft  in  that  city,  the  quota  having  been  increased  from  10,000  to 
21,000.  Several  of  the  supervisors  intimated  that  another  riot  is  ijievi- 
table  if  the  draft  is  enforced.  The  World  says :  "  We  counsel  the  peo- 
ple of  this  city  to  restrain  their  indignant  feelings,  although  we  well 
know  they  are  intensely  excited."  The  draft  takes  place  on  the  15th. 
Another  committee  will  be  sent  to  Washington  to  urge  a  reduction  of 
the  quota. 

Petersburg,  February  5. — The  enemy  demonstrated  heavily  on  our 
right  to-day.  Our  pickets  iu  General  Gonlon's  front  were  driven  in  early 
this  morning,  and  a  portion  of  the  enemy's  force  reached  the  Vaughan 
road  and  crossed  Hatcher's  Run.  Some  skirmishing  has  occurred,  but 
there  has  been  no  engagement  as  yet.  The  object  of  this  movement  is 
not  developed.  The  enemy's  trains  have  been  running  incessantly  for 
the  last  two  nights,  supposed  to  be  conveying  troops.  From  7  to  11 
o'clock  last  night  the  heaviest  cannonade  that  has  occurred  for  weeks 
took  place  on  our  left,  caused  by  the  enemy  shelling  our  Chesterfield 
works.     No  casualties  on  our  side. 


Special  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

No.  41.  i  New  Orleans,  February  13,  1865. 

3.  In  compliance  with  orders  fiom  headquarters  Military  Division 
of  West  Mississippi  the  following-named  regiments  are  hereby  relieved 
from  duty  in  the  Defenses  of  New  Orleans  and  will  be  sent  to  Dauphin 
Island,  Ala.,  to  report  on  arrival  to  Maj.  Gen.  Gordon  Granger,  U.  S. 
Volunteers,  viz:  Seventh  Vermont  Infantry,  Seventy- seventh  Illinois 
Infantry,  Ninety-first  Illinois  Infantry.  General  Sherman  is  author- 
ized to  delay  for  an  interval  of  two  days  between  the  movement  of 
each  regiment  to  enable  him  to  make  any  arrangements  rendered  neces- 
sary by  their  departure. 

6.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  L.  Andrews  is  relieved  from  duty  iu  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Gulf  and  ordered  to  report  in  person  as  soon  as  practica- 
ble, and  by  letter  at  once,  to  heacT.quarters  Military  Division  of  West 
Mississippi  for  assignment  to  duty.  General  Orders,  No.  169,  series  of 
1864,  and  Special  Orders,  No.  282,  extract  11,  of  1864,  from  these  head- 
quarters are  hereby  revoked.  All  officers  and  men  of  U.  S.  Colored 
Troops  on  detached  service  pertaining  to  the  organization  of  the  corps 
as  prescribed  in  the  above-mentioned  orders  are  hereby  relieved  and 
will  at  once  rejoin  their  resi)ective  regiments. 


Chap.LX.]  correspondence,  etc. — UNION.  833 

9.  Col.  F.  A.  starring,  assistant  provost-marshal-general.  Depart- 
ment of  the  Gulf,  will  take  charge  of  the  provost -marshal-general's 
office  until  further  orders. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Hurlbut: 

J.  0.  STONE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  February  13, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Eeynolds, 

Commanding  Department  of  Arkansas,  Little  Bock,  Ark. : 

Generai-:  There  is  a  deep-seated  but  very  natural  anxiety  through- 
out this  State  on  the  subject  of  Sterling  Price's  movements,  and  there 
seems  a  conviction  on  the  part  of  the  people  that  he  proposes  to  make 
another  raid  into  Missouri  this  spring  with  a  larger  force  than  last  year. 
Of  course  as  you  are  much  nearer  to  his  present  position,  you  have 
much  better  means  of  information  concerning  these  matters  than  we, 
and  I  would  be  greatly  obliged  to  you  therefore  if  you  will  keep  me 
advised  of  anything  important  concerning  such  a  movement  toward 
Missouri  as  frequently  as  you  think  necessary.  I  will  be  glad  also  if 
you  will  instruct  the  commanding  ofQcer  at  Fort.Smith  to  communicate 
with  me  by  telegraph  and  send  me  all  the  information  on  the  subject 
referred  to  which  he  may  acquire.  It  is  believed  impossible  for  Price 
to  make  any  movement  toward  Missouri  without  its  being  known  long 
iu  advance  by  spies  or  other  means  of  information  at  your  command  in 
Arkansas,  and  we  shall  therefore  trust  largely  to  you  for  timely  infor- 
mation on  the  subject.  I  would  be  glad  also  to  know,  if  not  inconsistent 
with  orders,  what  are  the  forces  at  Fort  Smith  and  Little  Kock,  and 
how  much  opposition  you  could  make  to  any  movement  of  the  enemy 
in  force  toward  Missouri.  As  all  of  their  organized  forces  which  can 
be  devoted  to  an  invasion  of  this  State  are  now  south  of  Arkansas 
Eiver,  they  must  cross  that  stream  in  the  face  of  the  forces  under  your 
couunand  in  any  movement  north,  and  of  course  it  is  very  desirable 
that  I  should  know  at  as  early  a  moment  as  possible  after  such  a  move- 
ment is  begun  precisely  the  amount  of  opposition  it  will  meet  on 
Arkansas  or  White  Eiver. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

servant, 

'  JNO.  POPE, 

Major-General,  Commanding  Division. 


General  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  7th  Army  Corps, 

No.  9.  )  Little  Bock,  Ark.,  February  13, 1865. 

Capt.  Gustave  Stange,  Light  Battery  E,  Second  Missouri  Artillery 
A'olunteers,  is,  at  his  own  request,  hereby  relieved  from  duty  as  chief 
of  artillery  of  this  division  and  will  resume  command  of  his  battery.. 
In  relieving  Captain  Stange  the  brigadier-general  commanding  bears 
cheerful  testimony  to  his  worth  as  an  officer  and  a  gentleman,  and 
desires  to  assure  him  that  his  prompt  and  careful  execution  of  every 
trust  will  be  held  in  grateful  remembrance.  ^,,^^, 

F.  SALOMON, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
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Little  Rook,  February  13,  1805. 

Major-General  Eeynolds, 

Commanding  Department  of  Arlcansas: 
General:  In  obedience  to  your  request  for  my  opinion  as  to  the 
probable  number  of  troops  required  to  bold  tbe  post  of  Fort  Smith  and 
its  dependencies,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  if  Forts  Nos.  2  and  4 
(Fort  Smith)  are  remounted  with  the  guns  taken  out  under  the  previous 
order  of  evacuation  of  that  post  that  the  troops,  consisting  of  the  First 
Eegiment  Arkansas  Cavalry  (either  mounted  or  dismounted).  First  and 
Second  Regiments  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  First  Arkansas  Battery,  will 
be  sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  garrisoning  the  posts  of  Fort  Smith, 
Van  Buren,  and  Fayetteville;  two  companies  stationed  at  Van  Buren, 
and  four  at  Fayetteville. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  EDWARDS, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Missouei, 

Saint  Louis,  February  13,  1865 — 11.40  a.  m. 

(Received  3.35  p.  m.) 

Hon.  A.  Lincoln, 

Washington,  D.  G.  : 
Dispatch  received  and  attended  to.    Provost-marshal  system  in  Mis- 
souri is  oppressive  and  absurd.     I  am  examining  into  and  will  correct 
the  whole  matter. 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major- General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri, 

February  13,  1865—11.15  a.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Thayer, 

Fort  Smith,  Arh. : 

Will  yon  please  keep  me  informed  of  all  Price's  movements.  We 
must  depend  largely  upon  information  obtained  from  Fort  Smith  and 
Little  Rock.  The  people  of  this  State  are  of  course  uneasy  and  excited 
about  Price,  and  expect  a  raid  from  him  this  spring.  Please  give  me 
your  latest  information. 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major-General,  Commanding  3Iilitary  Division  of  the  Missouri. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  February  13, 1865. 

(Received  11.30  a.  m.  14th.) 
•General  Halleck: 

Opened  communication  with  Denver  yesterday.     All  millitary  posts 
safe.    No  damage  done  west  of  Valley  Station. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  General. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri, 

February  13,  1865 — 11  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge, 

Fort  Leavenicorth : 
Yoti  are  authorized  to  retain  the  companies  of  Third  Wisconsin  men- 
tioned in  your  telegram  of  February  11  in  District  of  Kansas  until  far- 
ther orders. 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major-General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri, 

February  13, 1865 — 7.25  p.  m. 
Major-General  Dodge, 

Fort  Leavenicorth : 
I  leave  to-morrow  afternoon  for  Milwauliee  to  meet  Curtis.    Shall  be 
gone  about  a  week.    Had  you  not  best  come  down  to  Saint  Louis  as 
soon  as  everything  is  in  trim  for  Overland  route? 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  February  13, 1865. 

(Eeeeived  10  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope,  Saint  Louis: 

I  will  return  as  soon  as  possible.    I  want  to  get  routes  all  open  and 
troons  well  forward.     I  think  a  day  or  two  more  will  allow  mc  to  leave. 
^  G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-General. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  February  13, 1865. 

(Received  10  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Pope: 

I  recommend  that  the  200  men  in  Alton  waiting  decision  of  case  at 
Washington,  known  as  galvanized  Yankees,  together  with  those  con- 
scripts who  enlisted  in  Union  regiments  after  being  captured  by  us,  be 
formed  into  a  battalion  and  sent  to  me.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  gal- 
vanized Yankees  will  do  good  service.  Government  does  not  appear 
to  want  to  send  them  back  to  their  regiments.  T^r^T^r.T:^ 

(jr.    M.    \)\J\)\ihi, 

Major-  General. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  February  13, 1865. 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Sir:  In  presenting  the  inclosed  letters  from  His  Excellency  Gov- 
ernor Fletcher  and  Major-General  Dodge,*  I  also  present  abstracts  of 
troops  serving  in  the  Department  of  the  Missouri  during  last  summer 
and  fall.t    It  may  be  seen  from  these  that  in  June,  July,  and  August 

*  See  Fletcber  to  Stanton,  January  29,  and  Dodge  to  Stanton,  January  31,  pp.  678, 694. 
t  See  pp.  723, 724. 
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last  there  were  au  aggregate  of  from  18,000  to  19,000  U.  S.  volunteers 
and  Missouri  State  Militia  before  the  arrival  of  any  of  the  troops  sent 
to  the  State  to -operate  against  Price,  and  that  during  those  montlis 
there  were  also  from  4,000  to  6,000  enrolled  militia  on  duty,  making  a 
grand  total  of  from  22,000  to  24,000.  I  feel  safe  in  saying  that  the 
guerrilla  warfare  will  be  at  least  as  general  and  as  troublesome  this 
year  as  it  was  last,  and  that  there  will  be  need  of  as  many  troops  as 
were  there  then.  The  most  of  them  should  be  cavalry,  because  infantry 
are  useless  to  operate  against  guerrillas  in  that  country.  A  large  part 
of  the  quota  of  the  State  under  the  pending  draft  can  be  made  up  by 
enlistments  in  new  cavalry  regiments  for  service  in  the  State  for  one 
year.  The  Missouri  State  Militia  cavalry,  of  whom  there  are  nea,r  10,000 
just  going  out,  are  the  best  guerrilla  hunters  in  the  West,  and  will  enlist 
in  such  service,  but  will  not  go  into  infantry  or  the  general  service. 
They  are  not  subject  to  draft,  but  each  one  is  worth  more  for  tbat  serv- 
ice than  three  average  drafted  men.  I  am  sure  it  will  not  do  to  rely 
much  on  the  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  to  protect  the  people  against 
guerrillas.  The  State  is  too  poor  to  pay  them,  and  they  are  too  poor  to 
serve  without  pay.  If  the  General  Government  does  not  give  the  loyal 
people  in  the  counties  infested  by  guerrillas  at  least  as  much  protection 
as  they  had  last  year,  the  most  of  them  will  remove  their  families  from 
those  districts.  Then,  I  think  the  returned  soldiers  and  other  TJnion 
men  will  form  bands  and  kill  off  or  drive  out  the  resident  rebels,  sym- 
pathizers, and  neutrals. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  SWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier-General. 


Special  Okdees,  )  Hdqks.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  44.  )  Fort  Leavenworth,  February  13,  1865. 

******* 

7.  The  military  permits  and  approvals  given  to  parties  trading  in 
stock  having  been  abused  or  misused  by  parties  receiving  them  are 
hereby  revoked.  All  military  commanders  will  arrest  and  hold  in  con- 
finement any  person  who  is  hereafter  guilty  of  robbing  the  friendly 
Indians  of  their  cattle,  or  in  any  manner  swindling  them,  i^o  permit 
will  be  given  to  any  person  to  pass  through  the  lines  of  the  Department 
of  the  Missouri  for  the  purpose  of  trade  of  any  kind.  All  cattle  or  stock 
of  any  kind  brought  out  of  the  Territory  south  of  this  department  for 
sale  or  speculation  will  be  seized  and  turned  over  to  the  proper  staff 
department,  who  will  hold  the  stock  until  the  case  can  be  fully  investi- 
gated at  these  headquarters. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Dodge: 

JOHN  WILLANS, 
Assistamt  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  February  13,  1865. 
Colonel  Ford,  Fort  Riley  : 

Hold  the  two  companies  at  Fort  Lamed  and  send  rest  of  Eleventh 
Kansas.  Give  them  every  horse  you  can  raise.  I  have  got  horses  on 
their  way  to  mount  your  command'  and  troops  to  replace  the  Eleventh 
Kansas. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-Generat,. 
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General  Orders,  )       Hdqrs.  Dist,  op  Upper  Arkansas, 

^^-  ^-  3  Fort  Riley,  Kans.,  February  13, 1865. 

Capt.  B.  D  Boyd,  Company  G,  Second  Colorado  Cavalry,  in  addition 
to  his  other  duties  as  inspector  District  of  Upper  Arkansas,  is  hereby 
appointed  chief  of  cavalry,  District  of  Upper  Arkansas. 
By  order-of  Col.  James  H.  Ford : 

J.  E.  TAPPAN, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )       Hdqrs,  District  of  IiiTorth  Kansas, 

^o.  29.  5  Fort  Jjeavenworth,  February  13, 1865. 

6.  Companies  D,  E,  E,  G,  H,  K,  and  M,  Sixteenth  Kansas  Volunteer 
Cavalry,  and  Lieutenant  Gill,  Fifteenth  Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry, 
with  detachment  of  howitzers,  will  form  on  inspection  ground  and 
wagon  train  on  road  south  of  square  at  8  o'clock  to-morrow  morning 
precisely,  prepared  to  march. 

******* 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  T.  A.  Davies : 

D.  J.  CRAIGIE, 
Captain  and  Assistamt  Adjutant-General. 


Denver,  February  13, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  the  Missouri,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. : 
Dispatch  received.  Have  only  100  men  on  duty  on  line.  Proclaimed 
martial  law  on  6th  instant.  Called  for  360  mounted  militia;  will  have 
them  this  week.  Am  embarrassed  by  district  lines;  extends  north- 
west about  forty  miles.  Territory  of  Colorado  should  be  district.  Am 
expected  to  protect  this  people  out  of  my  district  150  miles.  Here- 
tofore no  co-operation  with  troops  whose  duty  it  was  to  do  the  work. 
Julesburg  is  in  Colorado  Territory.  Will  open  the  route  and  keep  it 
open  with  militia,  but  it  goes  hard.  What  is  department  called  ?  Where 
is  headquarters?    Will  send  history  of  afiairs  by  first  mail. 

T.  MOONLIGHT, 

Colonel. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  February  13, 1865. 

Colonel  Moonlight, 

Denver  : 

What  are  your  district  lines?  In  opening  communication  or  driving 
off  Indians  no  attention  should  be  paid  to  lines.  General  Mitchell  and 
Colonel  Livingston  have  been  instructed  to  co-operate  with  you.  What 
posts  besides  Julesburg  are  in  Colorado  that  are  not  under  your  orders? 
Telegraph  me  all  you  know  about  the  Indians. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major- General. 
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Headqtjakters  Department  op  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  February  13, 1865. 
Colonel  Moonlight, 

Denver 
Send  me  full  report  of  matters  in  your  district.     Where  are  youi 
troops  stationed'?    What  are  you  doing?    What  Indians  are  near  you 
or  on  your  part  of  the  line? 


G.  M.  DODGE 


Major-  General. 

Denver,  February  13,  1865. 
Major-General  Dodge, 

Gomdg.  Dept.  of  the  Missouri,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. : 
Stations  of  troops:  Fort  Lyon,  escorting  stages  and  protecting 
Santa  Fe  route;  Camp  Fillmore,  on  Arkansas  River,  protecting  settle- 
ments; Fort  Garland,  on  Arkansas  River,  in  south  part  of  Territory; 
at  Denver,  provost  guard ;  at  Living  Spring  (forty  miles  from  Denver), 
protecting  Overland  route;  at  Junction  (100  miles),  at  Valley  Station, 
(160  miles),  a  few  escorting  trains  and  coaches.  Aggregate  for  duty, 
460.  Indians  near  Junction,  Valley  Station,  and  100  miles  eastward, 
about  15,000  on  headwaters  of  Smoky  Hill.  Am  raising  militia  force 
by  sheer  force.  On  hand :  Subsistence  plenty ;  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, no  clothing  or  blankets;  destitute  of  transportation;  not  a  dollar 
in  money.  Fort  Collins,  two  companies;  Camp  Latham  detachments, 
seventy  miles  from  Denver,  not  in  my  district.  Junction  and  Valley 
Stations,  &c.,  not  in  my  district.  I  am  expected  to  protect  these 
points  on  Overland  route  with  no  troops,  while  they  are  in  General 
Mitchell's  district  with  troops.  No  depredations  committed  in  my 
district;  all  in  General  Mitchell's.  This  people  look  to  me  for  open- 
ing route;  look  to  me  for  everything.  Send  me  men  and  means. 
You  shall  not  have  to  comiilain  of  inactivity  or  imbecility.  Indians 
are  desperate;  threaten  Southern  line,  which  also  looks  tc  nie  for  help. 
Mail  leaves  Thursday.    Have  written  you  complete  history  of  affairs.* 

T.  MOONLIGHT, 

Colonel. 


Headquarters  District  of  Colorado, 

Denver,  Fe^jruary  13,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  the  Missouri,  Fort  Leavemvorth,  Kans.  : 
General:  The  condition  of  military  affairs  in  this  Territory  for  the 
last  three  months  has  caused  quite  a  stir  at  home  and  a  very  great 
commotion  abroad,  and  justly  so.  To  enable  you  to  properly  appreciate 
the  wants  and  necessities  of  this  people,  so  as  to  apply  a  remedy,  to 
arrive  at  a  desirable  conclusion  as  to  the  causes  of  existing  hostilities 
on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  to  define  my  position  as  district  commander, 
and  to  lay  before  you  the  many  difficulties  and  embarrassments  which 
I  have  had  to  contend  against  since  assuming  command,  as  well  as  to 
inform  you  of  the  steps  taken  and  the  means  provided  for  carrying  out 
the  behests  of  the  Government  and  protection  of  this  Territory,  I  deem 
it  my  duty,  first  duty,  to  give  you  a  concise  history  of  events  which 
may  be  relied  upon  for  present  information  and  future  guidance.    Had 

*  See  next,  post. 
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I  been  possessed  of  certain  facts  frwn  reliable  sources  when  I  assumed 
command  of  this  district  on  the  4th  of  January,  but  a  little  over  a 
month  ago,  it  might  have  been  possible  to  arrange  matters  so  as  to  have 
fended  off  part,  at  least,  of  the  present  troubles,  which  will  have  (if  not, 
indeed,  already)  one  good  effect,  viz,  to  change  the  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment respecting  the  treatment  of  tlie  Indians  on  the  plains.  What- 
ever may  have  been  the  origin  of  the  present  difficulties,  whether  the 
white  men  or  the  red  were  the  aggressors  matters  not  now.  We 
are  in  every  respect  the  superior  of  the  Indians,  and  can  afford  to  wage 
a  Avar  of  their  own  choosing,  even  to  extermination.  When  I  assumed 
command  of  this  district  there  were  but  about  200  men  all  told, 
and  they  were  scattered  over  an  area  of  300  miles,  and  yet  with  this 
command  I  was  expected  to  protect  the  route  from  Denver  to  Jules- 
burg,  a  distance  of  11)0  miles,  while  only  40  of  the  200  soldiers  were 
on  that  line,  stationed  forty  miles  from  Denver.  The  balance  were 
on  the  Arkansas  Eiver  and  at  Fort  Garland.  My  district  extends 
about  sixty  miles  on  the  Overland  route  from  Denver,  and  yet  I  am 
called  upon  to  protect  as  far  as  Julesburg,  in  the  northeast  corner  of 
Colorado  Territory,  with  no  troops  at  my  command,  while  on  the  north 
there  are  plenty,  as  also  from  Julesburg  to  Kearuy,  which,  in  my  opin- 
ion from  what  I  have  seen  of  them  and  heard  from  reliable  sources,  had 
better  be  sent  to  some  new  field  of  operations.  I  have  special  reference 
to  the  stations  from  Kearny  to  Julesburg.  I  cannot  say  who  is  to  blame 
for  thi%  but  it  is  not  the  less  true.  I  see  every  reason  why  the  District 
of  Colorado  should  embrace  the  Territory,  and  none  for  it  being  as  it 
now  stands  defined.  Fort  Lyon  was  not  in  my  command  when  I  arrived 
here,  and  has  but  lately  been  added,  which  gives  me  about  250  more 
effective  men  in  the  district,  but  not  for  operations  on  the  Overland 
route,  as  they  are  needed  in  the  southern  portion  of  tlie  Territory  to 
protect  the  Santa  Fe  route.  About  the  end  of  December,  1864,  the 
Third  Eegiment  Colorado  Cavalry  (100- days'  men)  were  mustered  out  of 
service,  thus  denuding  the  district  of  troops,  and  at  a  time,  too,  when 
the  Indians  had  suffered  an  overwhelming  defeat  or  been  subjected 
to  a  wholesale  massacre  at  the  hands  of  Colonel  Chivingtou,theu  com- 
manding district  (I  give  you  these  distinctions,  as  the  people  here  are 
divided  on  the  question);  at  a  time  when  the  Indians  were  burning  for 
revenge  on  the  white  men,  women,  and  children,  in  retaliation  for  the 
same  killed  by  Colonel  Chivington  commanding  (for  it  is  useless  to  hide 
this  fact) ;  at  a  time  when  the  severity  of  the  winter  prevented  the  mak- 
ing of  a  campaign  with  any  hope  of  success  on  our  side,  even  had  the 
troops  been  at  my  command.  In  view  of  these  facts,  and  knowing  as 
he  did  that  the  Territory  would  be  exposed  to  Indian  assaults  and  dep- 
redations while  denuded  of  troops,  I  question  much  the  policy  and 
propriety  of  the  Sand  Creek  battle  fought  by  Colonel  Cluvmgton  on 
the  29th  of  November,  1864.  This  matter  is  now  under  investigation 
by  a  commission  appointed  under  instructions  from  Major-General  Cur- 
tis, so  that  in  course  of  time  it  will  speak  for  itself. 

After  having  become  possessed  of  all  these  facts  I  looked  around  to 
see  what  could  be  done  in*  the  premises  to  save  this  country.  1  first 
made  a  statement  to  Major-General  Curtis  (which,  by  the  way,  has  never 
been  acknowledged),  and  impressed  upon  him  the  necessity  for  making 
certain  changes  and  of  hurrying  out  re-enforcements.  Finding  no 
response  or  relief  from  that  quarter,  I  next  called  upon  the  governor 
regarding  the  turning  out  of  the  militia,  which  was  deemed  impracti- 
cable owing  to  the  fact  that  the  law  has  so  many  defects.  I  then 
suggested  to  the  legislature,  which  was  in  session,  the  propriety  of 
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amending  the  militia  law,  but  no  answer  came  or  action  taken.    In  con- 
sultation with  the  governor  and  other  prominent  men  of  the  Territory 
it  was  deemed  most  expedient  and  best  to  urge  the  passage  of  a  bill 
issuing  Territorial  bonds  which  would  be  cashed  at  par  by  moneyed  men, 
and  the  same  used  to  pay  volunteers  a  bounty  for  three  months'  service 
and  purchase  horses  on  which  to  mount  them  (for  there  are  none  in 
the  quartermaster's  hands,  nor  any  money  to  purchase  them  with),  altd 
these  men  were  to  be  placed  under  my  command  and  used  in  opening 
and  keeping  open  the  Overland  Stage  Route.     The  house  and  council 
could  not  agree  on  this  bill;  so  after  over  two  weeks'  delay  and  no  good 
resulting  from  their  action,  I  was  compelled  to  proclaim  martial  law, 
shut  up  all  houses  of  business,  stop  all  labor  and  traffic,  and  keep  mat- 
ters so  until  they  furnished  nie  3G0  mounted  men,  which  I  would  arm 
and  equip.    These  men  are  now  being  raised, and  I  expect  by  the  20th 
to  have  the  most  of  them  in  the  field.    My  position  has  been  and  is 
anything  but  a  pleasant  one.    Isolated  from  all  support,  a  stranger  in 
the  land,  cut  off  from  all  communication,  threatened  and  attacked  by 
hostile  Indians,  being  in  a  community  divided  against  itself,  and  com- 
pelled to  proclaim  martial  law,  with  not  a  man  at  my  back  to  enforce 
obedience  to  the  same;  yet  I  have  succeeded  by  first  stirring  iip  the 
public  mind  and  preparing  it  for  the  result  which  had  to  foUow,  unless 
I  chose  to  back  down  and  yield  my  authority,  which  no  living  soldier 
will  do.    I  inclose  for  your  information  on  this  subject  copies  of  a  cor- 
respondence between  myself,  the  governor,  and  the  legislature  on  these 
troubles,  also  an  article*  from  the  Journal,  a  newspaper  in  the  moun- 
tains, which  will  define  to  you  my  position  and  show  you  what  I  have 
had  to  contend  with.     I  made  it  my  business  to  visit  the  mountains  oflB- 
cially  on  the  very  day  when  excitement  was  at  the  highest  pitch ;  on  the 
day  but  after  that  article  was  written.    I  addressed  a  meeting  of  about 
1,500  citizens  in  which  1  pointed  out  to  them  at  whose  door  the  blame  lay, 
the  duties  they  owed  themselves  and  the  Government,  and  my  reasons 
for  proclaiming  martial  law.     I  was  unanimously  sustained,  and  that 
night  120  men  were  sworn  in  for  three  months.    This  was  the  quota 
required  by  the  governor  to  fill  my  call.     I  inclose  you  a  copy  of  the 
ordert  establishing  martial  law,  as  also  the  governor's  call  in  accordance 
therewith.    To  assert  your  authority  here  in  trying  cases  is  very  dif- 
ferent from  asserting  it  in  any  other  portion  of  the  Union.    Men  of 
influence  and  wealth  in  the  East  are  interested  to  a  very  great  amount 
in  the  mining  companies,  so  that  they  readily  obtain  an  official  ear  in 
Washington  to  a  one-sided  story,  which  invariably  works  injustice  to 
those  in  authority  and  responsible.     I  therefore  respectfully  ask,  gen- 
eral, that  you  forward  this,  or  a  copy,  to  Washington  that  I  may  stand 
right  on  the  record.     I  am  not  afraid  to  assume  any  responsibility  com- 
mensurate with  the  surrounding  circumstances  and  which  is  for  the 
good  of  the  service,  but  I  am  afraid  of  the  snake-like  winding  of  hypoc- 
risy, backed  by  a  groveling,  sensual  desire.    If  men  will  adhere  to 
truth  I  will  cheerfully  abide  every  issue. 

In  the  hope  this  will  prove  satisfactory  and  of  use  to  you  in  your 
administration,  and  satisfy  your  mind  regai-ding  my  position  and  the 
steps  1  have  taken  in  tlie  premises,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  MOONLIGHT, 
Colonel  Eleventh  KansGS  Cavalry,  Commanding. 

*Not  found. 

t  See  General  Orders,  No.  10,  February  C,  p.  763. 
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[Inolosnre  No.  1.] 

Headquartees  District  op  Colorado, 
Hon.  SAMUEL  H.  Elbert  :  ^'''''''  '^'^ '  ""'^  ''  ''''■ 

Sir:  As  matters  now  stand  in  this  district  (liaving  in  a  manner  no 
troops),  there  is  great  danger  of  being  overrun  by  the  Ind  ians.  Troops 
could  at  the  present  time  be  raised  better  than  at  any  other  time,  and" 
now  18  the  time  we  require  them.  Will  you,  as  acting  governor,  com- 
municate with  the  authorities  on  the  subject  (the  governor  being  in 
W  a^ngton )  to  obtain  this  authority  ?  It  is  of  immen  se  importance  to 
the  ierritory  and  the  only  way  to  receive  speedy  relief  from  the  danger 
surrounding  and  prevent  starvation.  1  submit  this  for  your  consider- 
ation and  action,  and  my  name  may  be  used  by  you  in  this  connection 
in  your  dispatches. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  MOOKLIGHT, 

Colonel  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Headquarters  District  of  Colorado, 
„       ^  „  „  Denver,  Colo.  Ter.,  January  8, 1865. 

Hon.  S.  H.  Elbert,  ' 

Secretary  and  Acting  Governor: 
Sir  :  Owing  to  the  depredations  of  Indians  we  are  at  present  shut 
out  from  telegraphiccommunicationswith  the  east,  and  therefore  beyond 
the  reach  of  immediate  support  from  any  quarter,  leaving  us  to  our- 
selves to  act  in  the  premises.  Should  the  troubles  continue  1  will  be 
constrained  to  call  on  the  able-bodied  men  to  muster  for  the  protection 
of  the  line  of  transportation.  If  you  have  any  special  views  on  the 
subject  I  would  be  pleased  to  have  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  MOONLIGHT, 
Colonel  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure  No.  3.] 

Headquarters  District  of  Colorado, 

Denver,  January  9, 1865. 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

Colorado  City,  Colo.  Ter. : 
Gentlemen:  Learning  that  the  legislative  body  of  Colorado  Territory 
is  now  in  session,  I  respectfully  suggest  for  your  consideration  the  pro- 
priety of  immediately  reorganizing  the  militia  Law.  Your  country  is  in 
a  manner  isolated  from  the  balance  of  the  Federal  Government,  on  which 
you  depend  for  supplies.  Your  line  of  transportation  is  now  inoperative, 
and  it  devolves  upon  you,  the  representatives  of  the  people,  to  take  a 
step  in  a  direction  that  will  insure  you  at  least  an  active  and  efficient 
militia  force  to  guard  over  your  interests.  As  matters  now  stand,  the 
militia  must  be  called  out  sooner  or  later,  and  I  make  these  suggestions 
that  there  maybe  uo  misunderstanding  between  the  civil  and  military. 
Gentlemen,  pardon  my  intrusion;  I  mean  it  for  your  good. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  MOONLIGHT, 
Colonel  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  Commanding. 
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[Xnclosure  "No.  4.] 

Headquarters  District  of  Colorado, 

Denver,  January  17,  1865. 
Hon.  S.  H.  Elbert, 

Acting  Governor  Colorado  Territory : 
Sir:  By  reason  of  the  scarcity  of  troops  in  this  district  our  natiir^ 
enemies,  the  Indians,  have  possessed  themselves  of  our  lines  of  com- 
munication. They  have  burned  ranches,  killed  innocent  women  and 
children,  destroyed  Government  property  wherever  it  was  found, 
driven  off  the  stage  stock,  killed  the  drivers  and  passengers  traveling 
on  the  coaches;  in  short,  they  are  making  it  a  war  of  extermination. 
We  may  look  in  vain  for  such  timely  military  assistance  as  will  protect 
the  lives  and  property  of  settlers,  nor  can  we  hope  for  an  eastern  com- 
munication this  winter  unless  the  citizens  of  the  Territory  band  them- 
selves together  in  a  military  organization  and  spring  to  arms  at  your 
call  as  chief  executive.  The  blood  of  the  innocent  and  unoffending 
martyrs  cries  aloud  for  vengeance,  and  starvation  stares  in  the  face  the 
living.  You  nor  I  cannot  longer  remain  inactive  and  be  considered 
guiltless.  It  devolves  upon  the  militia  as  matters  now  stand  to  open 
the  Overland  route  and  keep  it  open  until  troops  can  be  had  from  the 
east  to  make  war  on  these  savages  of  the  plains  until  there  remains 
not  a  vestige  of  their  originality.  On  behalf  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment (and  on  my  own  responsibility,  trusting  to  the  justice  of  the  cause 
for  my  own  protection)  I  will  furnish  carbines  to  the  first  mounted  and 
accepted  company  and  ritied  weapons  of  improved  pattern  to  all  the 
balance;  also  rations  for  the  same  as  U.  S.  troops,  and  forage  for  the 
animals,  with  the  proper  allowance  of  transportation,  and  also  horse 
equipments.  My  scouts  inform  nie  that  the  Indians'  spies  are  now 
prowling  around  the  very  skirts  of  this  place,  so  that  in  addition  to  your 
call  for  militia  for  field  service  the  city  companies  should  at  once  be 
placed  on  a  war  footing,  having  daily  drills,  with  appointed  places  of 
rendezvous,  that  we  may  not  be  caught  napping. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  MOONLIGHT, 
Colonel  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  Commanding. 

[Incloaure  No.  5.] 

Headquarters  District  of  Colorado, 

Denver,  January  25, 1865. 
D.  H.  Nichols, 

Chairman  of  Committee  on  Military  Affairs: 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  yesterday,  from  Golden  City,  making  inquiries  as  to  the  num 
ber  of  troops  in  this  district,  and  the  disposition  made  of  them.  I  will 
cheerfully  give  you  the  desired^information.  At  Fort  Lyon,  which  has 
lately  been  placed  in  my  district,  there  are  about  300  men.  The  muster- 
ing oflBcer,  Oapt.  J.  C.  Anderson,  has  but  returned  after  completing  the 
organization  of  the  First  Regiment  by  consolidating  it  into  six  maximum 
companies.  About  forty  men  are  at  Fort  Garland,  but  these  now  will 
be  increased  to  100.  About  forty  men  are  at  Camp  Fillmore,  but  these 
will  be  increased  to  100  also,  as  companies  will  be  stationed  together  at 
posts  so  remote.  One  company  will  be  stationed  here,  of  100  men,  in 
place  of  the  stragglers  now  doing  duty.  One  company  will  be  divided 
and  stationed  at  Bijou  Basin  and  Living  Springs.  This  leaves  only 
two  companies  at  Fort  Lyon.  In  addition  to  these  there  are  about 
seventy-five  recruits  of  the  Second  Colorado.    Part  of  them  are  now 
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at  or  near  Junction  and  the  balance  -will  join  in  a  few  days  There 
are  about  sixty  men  now  at  Valley  Station,  but  these  must  be  changed 
owing  to  the  new  organization.  There  are  about  500  men,  all  told,  for 
duty  scattered  from  Port  Lyon,  via  Garland,  Fillmore,  Denver  and  en 
route  to  Valley  Station,  a  distance  of  about  450  miles.  The  committee 
will  see  from  this  that  so  widely  spread  are  the  troops  that  even  in  a 
case  of  emergency  it  would  not  be  possible  to  get  together  more  than 
200  men  in  thirty-six  hours. 

Trusting  this  may  be  of  service  to  you  in  your  proceedings,  I  remain, 
very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  MOONLIGHT, 
Colonel  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry^  Commanding. 

[Inclosnre  No.  6.] 

Headquakters  District  op  Colorado, 

Denver,  January  31,  1865. 
Speaker  op  the  House  op  Eepresentatives, 

Golden  City : 
Sir  :  I  have  been  looking  eagerly  and  waiting  patiently  for  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  which  was  designed  to  relieve  the  people  of  this  Ter- 
ritory from  the  ravages  of  the  Indians.  That  bill  was  introduced  at  my 
suggestion  as  the  most  feasible  of  all  plans  to  raise  troops  rapidly  and 
voluntarily  for  the  opening  of  the  Overland  route  and  the  keeping  of 
it  open  until  succor  could  arrive  from  the  States.  The  Indians  are 
every  day  becoming  more  desperate,  and  to-day  there  stands  not  a 
ranch  out  of  the  many  that  were  between  Valley  Station  and  Julesburg, 
and  but  very  few  on  this  side,  and  all  since  the  introduction  of  that 
bill.  I  trusted  imijlicitly  in  the  patriotism  and  tidelity  of  the  legisla- 
ture, and  that  their  wisdom  and  judgment  would  at  once  foresee  the 
necessity  of  taking  steps  to  defend  their  homes,  the  little  ones,  and  the 
property  of  the  people  whom  they  represent.  Am  I  mistaken?  God 
forbid !  Yet  every  indication  of  late  seems  to  blight  my  fondest  hopes. 
I  cannot  longer  await  the  action  of  your  honorable  body,  for  this  night's 
dispatches  from  Junction  inform  me  that  about  3,000  Indians  are 
marching  up  the  Platte  on  both  sides.  Unless  the  legislature  within 
forty-eight  hours  does  something  to  relieve  suffering  humanity  and  save 
this  country  from  ruin  and  devastatiop,  I  will  be  compelled,  much 
against  my  will,  to  proclaim  martial  law,  shut  up  all  houses  of  busi- 
ness, and  force  every  man  able  to  bear  arms  into  the  ranks  and  send 
them  out  to  protect  their  brethren,  kill  off  the  Indians,  and  establish 
permanent  communication  with  the  east.  I  cannot  quietly  look  on  and 
perform  my  duty  to  this  people,  my  country,  and  my  God.  I  have 
weighed  this  matter  well  in  my  own  mind,  and  what  I  have  stated  is 
my  firm  resolve,  with  a  lingering  hope  that  your  honorable  body  will 
yet  and  immediately  save  this  Territory  from  destruction  and  them- 
selves from  the  indignation  of  an  infuriated  people. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  MOONLIGHT, 
Colonel  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  Commanding. 

[Incloaure  No.  7.] 

Headquarters  District  of  Colorado, 

Denver,  February  4,  1865. 

Hon.  Speaker  House  of  Eepresentatives, 

Golden  City,  Colo.  Ter.: 
Dear  Sir:  I  send  this  communication  by  special  messenger  and 
respectfully  ask  that  an  answer  to  this,  as  well  as  that  of  January  31 
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ultimo,  be  returned.  Time  passes  and  the  danger  increases,  hence  the 
urgency  of  my  request.  I  have  been  informed  from  various  sources 
that  a  portion  of  the  House  took  exceptions  to  my  letter  of  the  31st  of 
January,  as  being  threatening  and  coercive  in  its  tone.  Permit  me  to 
say  that  nothing  was  farther  from  my  mind  or  intention.  Liberty  is  a 
boon  I  prize  too  highly  to  willfully  deprive  others  of  its  blessings,  and 
the  course  that  I  fear  I  must  pursue  for  the  salvation  of  this  people 
is  forced  upon  me  by  a  combination  of  circumstances  which,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  the  legislature  might  within  the  past  two  weeks 
have  scattered  to  the  winds.  This  they  have  not  done,  therefore  I  must 
do  something.  On  invitation  of  your  honorable  body  and  on  the 
speaker's  stand  in  their  presence  did  1  make  known  my  feelings  on 
this  Indian  question.  There  I  urged  the  passage  of  that  bill  and  there 
I  told  them  that  I  was  opposed  to  martial  law.  My  acts  have  not  belied 
my  words,  but  the  time  has  come  when  "patience  ceases  to  be  a  virtue," 
and  when  inactivity  is  a  willful  "dereliction  of  duty."  So  far  I  have 
been  patient  in  the  extreme,  though  not  inactive.  I  have  nothing  to 
retract  in  my  letter  of  January  31,  but  will  adhere  closely  to  niy 
decision.  I  may  err  in  addressing  the  House  and  not  the  Council. 
Should  such  be  the  case  it  must  be  attributed  to  my  ignorance  of  par- 
liamentary rules,  for  I  supposed  that  a  measure  of  this  kind  would  be 
acted  upon  in  joint  ballot. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  MOONLIGHT, 
Colonel  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure  No.  8.] 

Headquakters  District  of  Golorabo, 

J)enver,  Colo.  Ter.,  February  f>,  1865. 
Hon.  E.  T.  Holland, 

Chairman  Military  Committee: 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  the  4th  instant  (in  behalf  of  the  House  of  which  you  are  an 
honorable  member),  in  which  1  am  informed  that  the  bill  authorizing 
the  issuing  of  $200,000  bonds  for  the  purpose  of  mountiug  the  militia 
called  for,  pajing  the  bounty,  &c.,  was  not  likely  to  pass,  and  also  that 
a  bill  M'as  likely  to  pass  (supeirseding  the  "bond  bill")  giving  bounties 
to  men  who  would  enlist  in  the  two  Colorado  regiments  now  in  the  field, 
and  also  that  it  had  been  represented  to  the  House,  as  coming  from  me, 
that  a  sufficient  number  of  men  could  be  obtained  in  this  way,  so  as  to 
avoid  thctnecessity  of  proclaiming  martial  law.  In  reply  I  would  state 
that  I  am  very  sorry  the  "bond  bill"  did  not  pass  over  two  weeks  ago, 
for  to  my  mind  it  was  the  surest  and  most  honorable  way  that  men  could 
be  raised  and  horses  procured.  I  have  never  stated  that  a  sufficient 
nunjber  of  men  could  be  enlisted  for  the  old  regiments  so  as  to  meet 
the  exigencies  of  the  case;  and  even  could  these  men  be  persuaded  to 
enlist  I  have  not  at  present  the. horses  on  which  to  mount  tliem.  I 
should  be  pleased  to  see  a  bill  pass  authorizing  the  ])ayment  of  a  liberal 
bounty  to  recruits  for  the  First  and  Second  (Colorado  Eegiments,  for  I 
think  the  regiments  might  be  recruited  up  to  the  maximum;  but  I  am 
sorry  to  say  tbat  such  a  bill  at  this  late  hour  would  not  meet  the  neces 
sities  of  the  times.  Men  and  horses  must  be  had  immediately,  or  else 
we  must  yield  ourselves  living  sacrifices  to  inhuman  savages.  And 
who  of  us  all  are  prepared  to  do  this"?  I  beg  of  you  not  to  bury  the 
bounty  bill  because  of  the  lateness  of  the  hour  which  gave  it  birth,  for 
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in  my  estimation  it  will  be  of  great  assistance  and  good.  I  am  more 
than  sorry  that  I  have  now  no  other  alternative  but  to  proclaim  martial 
law  and  suspend  all  business  until  a  sufficient  number  of  men  (mounted) 
are  had  to  open  the  Overland  route  and  protect  the  frontier  settlers  of 
the  Territory.  When  I  modified  martial  law  as  it  existed  under  the 
former  district  commander  I  never  expected  to  be  compelled  to  restore 
it  with  renewed  severity. 

Accept  my  thanks  for  your  courtesy,  and  believe  me,  with  esteem 
and  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  MOONLIGHT, 
Colonel  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  Commanding, 


Fort  Rankin,  February  13,  1865. 
Colonel  ■Moonlight: 

No  portion  of  my  district  includes  any  portion  of  Colorado,  as  I 
understand  it.  I  will  put  a  part  of  a  squadron  at  or  near  Harlow's 
ranch.    Uo  you  expect  me  to  take  charge  as  far  as  Junction  ? 

LIVINGSTON. 


Denver,  February  13, 1865. 
Colonel  Livingston, 

Fort  RanMn: 

The  entire  line  from  Julesburg  to  this  side  Junction  is  not  in  my  dis- 
trict. Have  called  for  360  mounted  militia  to  open  route  to  Julesburg. 
Expect  help  and  co-operation  from  you  as  far  as  Valley  Station  at  least. 
Have  only  about  100  volunteers  on  line.    No  more  to  send  at  present. 

T.  MOONLIGHT, 

Colonel. 


General  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  the  Northwest, 

No.  6.  i  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  February  13, 1865. 

In  compliance  with  General  Orders,  No.  11,  current  series,  of  the 
War  Department,  the  undersigned  assumes  command  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Northwest. 

S.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  14,  1865 — 7  p.  m. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Washington : 
If  General  Eeynolds  has  not  already  been  authorized  to  change  the 
garrisons  of  his  department  as  suggested  in  his  dispatch  of  the  8th 
instant,  it  will  be  well  to  notify  him  to  carry  out  his  own  suggestions  as 

Lieutenant-  General. 


I  February  14,  1865.— For  Grant  to  Thomas,  1  p.  m.,  and  Thomas 
to  Grant,  8  p.  m.,  in  reference  to  co-operation  between  Canby  and  Thomas 
in  Alabama,  see  Vol.  XLIX,  Part  I.J 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi,  ■ 

No.  45.  )  New   Orleans,  La.,  February  14,  1865. 

1.  Capt.  Oliver  P.  Gooding,  Tenth  U.  S.  Infantry,  is  hereby  relieved 
from  duty  as  an  inspecting  officer  with  the  U.  S.  forces  at  Kenner,  La., 
and  will  report  at  these  headquarters  for  assignment  to  other  duty. 

2.  Brig.  Gen.  William  A.  Pile,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  relieved 
from  duty  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  and  will  report  in  person  at 
these  headquarters  for  assignment  to  duty  in  the  field. 

6.  The  following-named  batteries,  comprising  the  siege  train,  now 
pre])aringfor  active  service  in  the  field,  are  hereby  relieved  from  duty 
in  New  Orleans  and  will  report  direct  to  Brigadier-General  Totten, 
chief  of  artillery  and  ordnance,  at  these  headquarters,  viz:  Oompanies 
B,  C,  H,  I,  K,  L,  M,  First  Indiana  Heavy  Artillery,  and  the  Eighteenth 
New  York  Battery.  General  Totten  will  prepare  and  hold  his  com- 
mand in  readiness  for  movement  at  any  moment.  As  soon  as  transpor- 
tation can  be  conveniently  i^rovided  Lieut.  Col.  B.  F.  Hays,  command- 
ing First  Indiana  Heavy  Artillery,  with  his  regimental  staff,  will  report 
to  Brigadier-General  Totten  for  duty  with  the  siege  train. 

*  m  f  m  *  *  * 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  E.  S.  Canby : 

C.  T.  CHEISTENSEN, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

New   Orleans,  February  14,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  T.  Chbistensen, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 
In  compliance  with  the  orders  of  the  major-general  commanding,  I 
have  placed  an  officer  in  charge  of  the  bureau  of  the  provost-marshal- 
general  of  the  department.  Col.  F.  A.  Starring,  Seventy- second  Illi- 
nois Volunteers,  assistant  provost-marshal-general,  will  assume  the 
duties  this  morning. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  HUELBCT, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )         Hdqes.  Department  of  the  Gulp, 

No.  42.  j  New  Orleans,  February  14,  1865. 

*  *  *  •  *  « ,  # 

3.  The  Ninety-first  Illinois  Volunteers  having  been  transferred  to  the 
Eeserve  Corps,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi,  Lieut.  Col.  G.  A. 
Day,  of  that  regiment,  is  hereby  relieved  from  the  duties  assigned  to 
him  in  extract  9,  of  Special  Orders,  No.  39,  current  series,  from  these 
headquarters.  Lieut.  Col.  S.  W.  Anderson,  Ninety-third  TJ.  S.  Colored 
Infantry,  is  appointed  a  comniissiouer  to  examine  and  report  upon  such 
questions  concerning  abandoned  and  confiscated  houses  as  may  from 
time  to  time  be  referred  to  him.  He  will  report  in  person  at  these 
headquarters  without  delay. 


Chap.  IX.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC.^^ — UNION.  847 

12.  Brig.  Geii.  Gyrus  Hamlin,  TJ.  S.  Volunteers,  will  proceed  without 
delay  to  Port  Hudson,  La.,  and  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  forces  at 
that  post. 

*  *  *  *  *  «  « 

By  command  of  Major-General  Hurlbut: 

J.  C.  STONE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headqtjaeters  Southern  Division  of  Louisiana, 

New  Orleans,  February  14,  1860. 
Maj.  E.  G.  Shaw, 

Eleventh  TJ.  S.  Colored  Artillery,  Commanding,  Plaquemine : 
(Through .General  Cameron.) 
Brigadier- General  Sherman  directs  that  you  make  use  of  the  inde- 
pendent scouts  sent  you  yesterday  in  assisting  to  keep  up  a  thorough 
reconnaissance  upon  Grand  Eiver  and  beyond,  and  up  the  Grossetete 
country.    All  movements  made  by  the  enemy  must  be  closely  watched 
and  reported  promptly  to  these  headquarters.    This  scouting  business 
will  be  made  by  you  a  perfect  system,  and  no  movements  of  the  enemy 
from  the  Atchafalaya  down  into  the  Grossetete  country  or  across  Grand 
Eiver  must  be  made  without  information  of  it  at  these  headquarters  in 
less  than  three  hours'  time. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

FEEDEEIC  SPEED, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Getieral. 


General,  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Northern  Div.  of  Louisiana, 

No.  4.  )  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  February  14,  1865. 

In  obedience  to  General  Orders,  No.  8,  dated  headquarters  Depart- 
ment ot  the  Gulf,  New  Orleans,  La.,  February  9,  1865,  the  undersigned 
hereby  assumes  command  of  the  Northern  Division  of  Louisiana,  com- 
prising the  Districts  of  Baton  Eouge,  Port  Hudson,  and  Morganza,  and 
including  all  the  territory  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf  north  of  the 
Defenses  of  New  Orleans  on  both  banks  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver,  All 
orders  now  in  force  in  the  District  of  Baton  Eouge  and  Port  Hudson 
will  so  remain  until  otherwise  ordered.  The  following-named  officers 
are  announced  on  the  staff  of  the  major-general  commanding:  Maj. 
"William  Hyde  Clark,  chief  of  staff;  Capt.  William  H.  Clapp,  assistant 
adjutant- general;  Capt.N.  M.  Hubbard,  j|i^e-de-camp  and  acting  judge- 
advocate;  Capt.  Charles  E.  Stevens,  aide-de-camp;  Capt.  L.  B.  Morey, 
acting  aide-de-camp;  Capt.  E.  E.  Shelton,  chief  commissary  of  subsist- 
ence; Capt.  J.  L.  Eontt,  acting  chief  quartermaster;  Capt.  George  H. 
Wheaton,  assistant  commissary  of  musters. 

'  F.  J.  HBEEON, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Bock,  ArTc.,  February  14,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  C.  Bussey,  „    .  ,     .  , 

Gomdg.  Third  Div.,  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fort  Smith,  Ark. : 
General  :  It  has  been  represented  to  these  headquarters  by  the 
governor  and  other  State  ofScers  of  Arkansas  and  by  deputations  of 
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loyal  citizens  who  reside  in  the  vicinity  of  the  posts  of  your  command 
that  there  are  several  hundred  families  within  the  above  limits  who 
have  the  will  and  are  very  desirous  to  cultivate  their  lands,  and  many, 
if  not  all,  of  whom  must,  without  assistance  from  the  Government, 
be  either  rendered  entirely  destitute  or  be  forced  to  leave  the  State. 
These  people  further  represent  that  they  can  protect  themselves  against 
guerrillas  and  robbers  if  encouraged  by  the  U.  S.  authorities  so  to  do. 
Therefore  you  will  authorize  Oapt.  George  E.  Miller  to  raise  a  company 
of  100  men,  and  on  the  roll  being  presented  to  and  approved  by  you  they 
will  be  permitted  to  bear  arms.  Other  companies  may  be  formed,  if 
you  deem  proper,  after  the  first  one  shall  have  been  filled  up.  These 
companies  are  to  be  composed  of  men  whose  occupation  is  farming  and 
not  soldiering.  The  organization  herein  authorized  will  be  officered  by 
the  governor  of  Arkansas.  They  are  for  local  defense  against  guer- 
rillas and  other  outlaws,  and  for  the  protection  of  their  own  members 
and  others  engaged  in  agriculture.  They  will  receive  no  pay  or  sub- 
sistence fiom  the  Government  for  such  services.  The  commanding 
oflScers  of  companies  will  act  under  the  advice  and  general  direction  of 
the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Smith.  You  are  authorized  to  sell  for 
cash,  and  at  50  per  cent,  advance  on  cost,  subsistence  stores  and  corn  to 
loyal  families  in  the  vicinity  of  the  posts  in  your  command,  provided 
such  families  are  engaged  in  farming.  This  indulgence  is  expected  to 
aid  them  until  they  can  mature  a  crop.  Oats  in  limited  quantities  may 
also  be  included  in  these  sales.  Families  that  are  not  engaged  in  any 
occupation  whereby  they  do,  or  very  soon  will,  support  themselves  will 
be  sent  as  fast  as  opportunity  offers  to  Little  Kock.  The  number  of  des- 
titute persons  fed  in  the  vicinity  of  the  posts  of  your  command  must  be  as 
small  as  possible,  and  the  issue  of  provisions  to  such  persons  will  cease 
entirely  at  the  earliest  moment  practicable.  The  total  number  of  per- 
sons who  will  probably  require  the  assistance  herein  provided  for,  it  is 
represented,  will  not,  at  the  outside,  exceed  1,000.  Civil  officers  of  the 
State  of  Arkansas  will  receive  your  encouragement  and  protection. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Eeynolds : 

JOHN  LEVERING, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  District  op  Vicksburg, 

Vicksburg,  Miss.,  February  14,  1865. 
Col.  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi: 
Two  divisions  of  Gener»l;;;:Thomas'  army  have   arrived.    General 
McArthur,  commanding  one,' arrived  last  night  and  thinks  that  the 
other  division  and  General  A.  J.  Smith  will  be  down  to-night.    I 
inclose  you  two  rebel  papers. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  L.  SMITH, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  February  14,  1865 — 12.30  p.  m, 

(Received  2.40  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Pope, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Yours  of  yesterday  about  provost-marshal  system  received.    As  part 
of  the  same  subject,  let  me  say  I  am  now  pressed  in  regard  to  a  pend- 
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iu{?  assessment  on  Saint  Louis  County.  Please  examine  and  satisfy 
yourself  whether  this  assessment  should  proceed  or  be  abandoned;  and 
if  you  decide  that  it  is  to  proceed,  please  examine  as  to  the  propriety 
of  its  application  to  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Charles  McLarau, 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  D.  C,  February  14, 1865. 
Major  General  Pope, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 
The  Secretary  of  War  does  not  approve  the  creation  of  a  new  depart- 
ment, as  proposed.    He  thinks  that  General  Dodge  will  be  able  to 
properly  defend  the  mail  routes. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri, 

February  14,  1865—11.40  a.  m. 
Major-General  Dodge, 

Fort  Leavenworth: 
What  is  General  Mitchell  doing  at  Omaha  City  while  the  Indians  are 
overrunning  his  district?    Please  order  him  to  his  proper  station  and 
duty  forthwith. 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  February  14,  1865. 

(Received  3.40  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Pope: 

General  Mitchell's  district  headquarters  are  at  Omaha.  He  has  been 
on  the  plains  all  winter.  He  meets  the  troops  at  Kearny.  His  presence 
at  Omaha  was  necessary  to  get  out  our  supplies.  I  have  had  to  send 
all  our  forage  from  that  point  and  subsistence  stores  from  here.  Col- 
onel Moonlight  is  moving  down  from  Denver,  and  I  can  keep  the  line 
open.  Ihe  troops  going  forward,  with  those  I  can  spare  from  the  forts, 
will  make  a  campaign  against  the  Indians  immediately. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Major-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  February  14, 1865—3.50  $.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. : 
General  McNeil  has  reported.    Have  you  any  particular  duty  or 
command  to  assign  him  to?    Major-General  Pope  has  gone  to  Milwau- 
kee.   When  will  you  probably  return?  x   w   id  *  T>xT^:^Q 

J.  W.  BARNES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  February  14,  1865—7.30  p.  m. 

Maj.  J.  W.  Barnes,         ^ 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Saint  Louis: 
Hold  papers  tLere.    I  will  be  back  before  they  can  get  here  and 
return.    It  takes  five  days  to  make  round  trip.    Telegraph  anything 
important.    Has  Fisk  or  Ewipg  returned  from  Washington? 
^  1%  G.  M.  DODGE, 

3fajor-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  February  14,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. : 
Neither  Ewing  nor  Fisk  have  yet  reported  back.    Nothing  urgently 
Important  in  papers  I  intended  to  send  you;  they  will  keep. 

J.  W.  .BARNES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )     War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  73.  )  Washington,  February  14,  1865. 

IP  *  *  *  #  *  * 

22.  Capt.  William  W,  Lowe,  Fifth  U.  S.  Cavalry,  will  proceed  with- 
out delay  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  and  relieve  Capt.  Sidney  Clarke, 
assistant  adjutant-general  of  volunteers,  in  his  duties  as  assistant  to  the 
provost-marshal-general,  superintendent  volunteer  recruiting  service, 
chief  mustering  and  disbursing  officer  for  the  State  of  Kansas  and  Ter- 
ritories of  Nebraska,  Colorado,  and  Dakota. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


Patterson,  February  14, 1865. 
Colonel  Beveridge, 

Pilot  Knob: 
The  Freer  guerrilla  band  is  in  Butler  County  killing  and  robbing, 
and  I  think  it  best  to  send  twenty  men  after  them,  if  you  do  not  want 
fifty  men  to  go  to  Eipley  County.    I  have  not  got  men  enough  for  both 
scouts. 

JAS.  SMITH, 
Captain,  Commanding. 


Kansas  City,  February  14, 1865. 
Col.  J.  F.  Philips, 

Commanding,  &c.: 

Colonel:  General  Dodge  having  given  me  permission  to  visit  him, 
I  went  to  Fort  Leavenworth  on  Thursday  and  retiirned  on  Saturday 
last.  I  laid  before  hiin  the  condition  of  the  country  in  this  region,  but 
the  department  seems  to  be  as  bare  of  troops  as  the  district  is.  The 
general  is  moving  (very  available  hoof  across  the  plains.    All  the  cav- 
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airy  which  was  heretofore  stationed  from  Wyaudotte  down  the  Kansas 
border  has  been  tttken  away.  He  cannot  send  us  re-enforcements  unless 
it  be  that  the  remainder  of  my  regiment  can  be  relieved  in  North  Mis- 
souri and  sent  to  me.  I  have  to  abandon  Hickman  Mills  to-day.  I 
fear  that  disastrous  consequences  to  the  few  loyal  people  there  will 
follow.  There  are  enough  able-bodied  men  at  the  station  (some  forty) 
to  take  care  of  tliemselves,  but  they  prefer  to  make  friends  with  rather 
than  fight  the  bushwhackers.  The  company  now  there  (0),  First  Mis- 
souri State  Militia  Cavalry,  has  but  sixteen  horses.  They  have  had  no 
officer  since  Captain  Jackson  and  Lieutenant  Dudley  left.  They  did 
not  amount  to  much  when  their  officers  were  with  them,  and  were  of 
still  less  i\se  when  a  sergeant  commanded  them.  I  have  not  been  able 
to  even  make  an  arrest  with  these  men.  The  stage  company  is  well 
protected  down  to  Pleasant  Hill.  A  company  is  iamped  on  the  Big 
Bhie  at  the  ferry,  and  an  escort  accompanies  the  mail  coach  from  Inde- 
pendence down.  I  believe,  however,  that  your  idea  is  correct  in  regard 
to  the  danger  of  allowing  a  small  escort  to  go  regularly  with  the  mail, 
and  I  shall  change  the  arrangement.  I  have  information  of  about  400 
rebel  soldiers  and  bushwhackers  being  in  this  sub-district,  in  La  Fayette, 
and  in  the  border  counties  of  Kansas.  I  am  trying  to  get  the  people 
to  understand  their  danger,  but,  confound  them,  M'hile  they  growl  if 
you  don't  put  a  guard  at  each  man's  farm  and  allow  their  accounts  for 
damages  done  by  the  guard,  they  are  very  slow  about  raising  a  finger 
to  help  themselves,  excepting  to  Uncle  Sam's  money.  I  anticipate 
worse  times  this  spring  than  ever  occurred  before,  unless  we  can  take 
all  the  disloyal  families  out  of  the  country. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHESTEE  HARDING,  Jk., 

Colonel,  &c. 


Headqtjabteks  District  of  South  Kansas, 

Paola,  Kans.,  February  14, 1865. 

Major-General  Dodge, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missotiri: 
General:  From  Colonel  Wattles,  of  the  First  Eegiment  Indian 
Home  Guard,  iust  arrived  from  Fort  Gibson,  I  learn  that  the  forces  of 
Stand  Watie,  Cooper,  and  Gano,  together  with  a  portion  of  the  force 
that  lately  went  south  with  General  Price,  numberiug  in  all  about  7,000, 
are  at  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Boggy  Depot,  Choctaw  Nation.  These 
forces  are  represented  as  being  well  mounted,  and  from  the  most  reliable 
information  obtained  it  is  believed  that  they  design  moving  north  either 
in  force  or  in  detachments  for  raids  as  soon  as  the  season  will  admit. 
Statements  of  refugees  lately  arrived  from  Texas  is  that  small  expe- 
ditions are  organizing  in  Bonham  and  Sherman,  Tex.,  for  the  avowed 
purpose  of  making  a  raid  into  the  southwestern  portion  of  this  btate. 
In  consequence  of  these  facts  the  people  of  the  settlements  in  the 
Neosho  Valley  are  quite  alarmed,  and  not  without  some  cause,  ihe 
Neosho  Valley  is  one  of  the  best  settlements  in  the  State,  and  abounas 
largely  in  valuable  stock  of  all  kinds,  which  is  a  great  inducement 
for  raiding  parties,  and  the  country  through  which  they  would  pass 
from  Eed  Eiver  wiU  be  well  supplied  with  grass  and  water  as  soon 
as  the  last  of  April  or  the  first  of  May.  The  forces  at  Fort  Smith  and 
Fort  Gibson  are  very  small  and  consist  entirely  [of]  infantry;  at  the 
latter  place  there  is  nothing  but  Indian  soldiers,  which  are  very  mefli- 


852  LOUISIANA   AND   THE    TEANS-MISSISSIPPI.  [Chap.  LX. 

cient.  Hence,  witli  the  present  force  at  the  two  places  named,  Forts, 
Smith  and  Gibson,  we  can  expect  but  little  in  the  way  of  intercepting 
any  force  at  the  Arkansas  River  that  design  making  a  raid  into  this 
State.  I  have  written  Colonel  Phillips,  commanding  at  Fort  (iibson, 
requesting  him  to  furnish  us  promptly  with  any  information  he  may 
obtain  of  movements  of  rebel  troops  moving  north  with  the  view  oi 
crossing  the  Arkansas  River,  especially  west  of  Fort  (jibson,  auci  i 
have  also  arranged  for  sending  scouts  from  the  southwest  settleuieuts 
of  Kansas  for  the  same  purpose.  With  the  few  troops  at  present  in 
this  district  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  send  into  that  locality  sufficient 
number  of  men  to  resist  any  considerable  force  of  the  enemy  without 
abandoning  other  important  posts.  It  is  not  probable  that  any  move- 
ment of  the  enemy,  such  as  I  have  referred  to,  will  be  attempted  until 
there  is  sufilcient  grass  to  subsist  their  animals,  but  in  view  of  the  pros- 
pective danger  from  that  source  I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  making 
such  dispositions  of  troops  as  will  admit  of  concentrating  a  force  on 
the  southern  border  of  this  State  with  as  little  delay  as  possible  when 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  required.  I  will  keep  you  promptly 
advised  of  all  information  I  can  obtain  relative  to  the  enemy's  move- 
ments. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 

Major-  General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

iiaint  Louis,  February  23,  1865. 
EespectfuUy  forwarded  to  Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope,  commanding  Mili- 
tary Division  of  the  Missouri,  for  information. 


G.  M.  DODGE 


Major- General,  Commanding  Department. 


Headquarters  District  of  South  Kansas, 

Paola,  Kans.,  February  14,  1865. 
Col.  W.  A.  Phillips, 

Commanding  at  Fort  Gibson,  C.  K. : 
Colonel  :  I  have  information  from  various  sources  that  leads  me  to 
suspect  that  the  enemy  contemplate  making  a  raid  from  the  vicinity  of 
Eed  River,  Tex.,  across  the  Arkansas,  and  thence  into  the  southwestern 
settlements  of  this  State,  as  soon  as  there  is  sufficient  grass  to  subsist 
their  stock.  I  have  but  very  few  troops  in  my  command  at  j)resent, 
and  cannot  keep  a  large  force  in  the  Neosho  Valley  without  abandoning 
other  important  posts,  hence  I  shall  have  to  rely  upon  concentrating  a 
force  to  meet  the  danger  when  it  is  threatened.  With  this  view  I  have 
to  request  that  you  keep  me  promptly  advised  of  any  information  you 
may  obtain  relative  to  movements  of  the  enemy  from  the  northern 
border  of  Texas  in  this  direction.  Dispatches  can  be  sent  to  Fort  Scott 
and  telegraphed,  and  also  to  Fort  Smith,  as  I  am  now  in  telegraphic 
communication  with  the  latter  place. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 

Major- General. 
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